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Recent silver linings 
have come accompa-
nied by simple math for 
local health officials.

Hospitalizations have 
leveled, meetings for 
vaccine distribution 
in the Four Corners 
Health District have 
been scheduled and 
more tests administered 
have lowered document-
ed transition rates – all 
encouraging signs. 

However, hospital 
beds used by COVID-19 
inpatients are anticipat-
ed to rise again before 
a drop of equal amount. 
Simply put – it’s going 
to get worse.

“As we study hospital 
capacity, we think we’ll 
have new records as 

we get closer to Christ-
mas,” Memorial Health 
Care Systems CEO Rog-
er Reamer said. “That’s 
a math thing.”

Reamer broke down 
those numbers during 
the Nov. 25 Four Cor-
ners briefing.

Health officials 
anticipate 4% of 
COVID-positive cas-
es need some level of 
hospitalization. So if a 
county reports 200 new 
cases in a week, that’s 
eight people from that 
county who require 
hospitalized treatment. 
Four Corners Exec-
utive Director Laura 
McDougall said the 
district averaged 421 
new cases per week 
throughout November.

McDougall said the 
state registered an all-

time high of 987 peo-
ple were hospitalized 
with COVID-19. Fifty 
residents in the Four 
Corners district were 
hospitalized in Novem-
ber, she said.

Of the district’s 27 
COVID-related deaths, 
she said, nine came in 
November, as of the 
briefing. McDougall 
also said health officials 
were waiting on death 
certificates for a list of 
people who died with 
coronavirus. A death 
certificate would con-
firm if COVID-19 was a 
contributing factor.

In other numbers, 
Reamers pointed to 
emergency room identi-
fications. He said rough-
ly 48% of those who test 
positive for coronavirus 
through the emergency 

room are discharged 
home. Roughly 18% stay 
at MHCS for treat-
ment while 33% are 
transferred to another 
hospital.

Reamer said MHCS 
is equipped and pre-
pared to handle infec-
tious disease, as it in-
stalled a new infectious 
disease plan in the 
spring. Thomas Bar-
nett of Four Corners 
Health Department 
said personal protective 
equipment throughout 
the district is steady 
but that could change 
abruptly, so he urged 
reduced use when able.
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Christmas returns, bringing cheer to Seward

BRADY OLTMANS/SCI

Santa and Mrs. Claus ride on the back of a fire engine down Seward Street on Nov. 28. The two rode to Santa’s House, 
where they wished children a merry Christmas and heard wish lists through a plexiglass panel.

BRADY OLTMANS/SCI

Two visitors walk up to Santa’s door with their Christmas 
wishes during the Nov. 28 morning festivities at Santa’s 
House.

BRADY OLTMANS/SCI

Mrs. Claus gives Santa a look before the Lighted Evening Reverse Christmas Parade on 
Nov. 28 in the parking lot east of Seward High School.

BRADY OLTMANS/SCI

Cars move through the Lighted Evening Reverse Christmas Parade on Nov. 28 outside 
of Seward High School.

Children await Santa’s arrival, Lighted Evening Reverse Christmas Parade extends hours to meet demand, 
Magical Lights put on a show as the county shifts into the holiday season

BRADY OLTMANS/SCI

Timed Christmas lights displays flicker at those driving by during the Magical Lights of Seward event.

CPS hires new superintendent
Centennial Public School interviewed five super-

intendent candidates Nov. 21 and made an offer to 
Seth Ford that evening, which was accepted.

Ford is currently the 7-12 principal and activi-
ties director at South Platte Public Schools in Big 
Springs. He has been serving in that capacity since 
2015. Ford will officially begin his duties at Centen-
nial on July 1, 2021.

At approximately 5:55 
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 
25, the Seward County 
Sheriff’s Office was dis-
patched to a two-vehicle 
accident on Highway 6 
west of 266th road.

The preliminary 
investigation shows that 
a 2009 Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle was travel-
ing westbound on Hwy 
6 when it collided with 
the rear of a 2005 Ponti-
ac G6 that was disabled 
on the westbound shoul-
der. The Pontiac G6 was 

unoccupied at the time 
of the accident.

The driver of the 
motorcycle and sole oc-
cupant, Luke M. Ander-
son, 20, of Lincoln was 
pronounced deceased on 
scene. Alcohol is not be-
lieved to be a factor and 
Anderson was wearing 
a helmet.

The crash is being 
investigated by the 
Seward County Sheriff’s 
Office. Milford Fire and 
Rescue responded.

Motorcyclist dies in accident

Local health officials share hope, concern

(continued on 2)
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Shop in Seward County
for the holidays!

‘TIS THE SEASON TO KEEP THE CHEER HERE!

A healthy community takes us all!
Shop safely this holiday season.
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Zabka-Perdue Funeral Home
Bringing people together to share and care

Our Remembrance Service has 
been cancelled this year due to the 
pandemic. If you’ve lost a loved
one this year, we invite you to
stop by the funeral home to
pick up a Christmas
ornament in memory of
your loved one Dec. 1st
through Dec. 15th,
between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

www.zabkafuneralhome.com                        zabkafuneralhome@gmail.com

Seward, NE • Dwight, NE
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Remembrance
In

McDougall, when 
asked about re-infec-
tion, said there was one 
case in the district to 
which it could apply. 
From Four Corners 
data, one person 
showed COVID symp-
toms after being ex-
posed to two different 
events more than three 
months apart. The 
health district cannot 
confirm that as a re-in-
fection since that would 
require more intensive 
information and test-
ing administered by 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Reamer said there’s 
hope for an outpatient 
infusion for qualifying 

high-risk people. That 
would be an hour-long 
infusion with another 
hour of monitoring. 
That’s an encouraging 
sign, he said, to help 
hospitals limit emer-
gency room visits.

Local health officials 
and hospitals are sched-
uled to meet in early 
December about storage 
and distribution of a 

coronavirus vaccine 
throughout the district. 
MHCS is signed up to 
receive vaccines. Ream-
er said he’s anticipating 
they’ll be close to a 
Phase 1-B of the vaccine 
available in the district 
by Christmas.

“That starts the plan 
for getting the commu-
nity vaccinated,” he 
said.

(continued from 1)

Four Corners
by Brady Oltmans
editor@sewardindependent.com

Coinciding with 
Public Health Thank 
You Day on Nov. 23, 
Nebraska’s local health 
department directors 
hosted a virtual press 
conference regarding 
the coronavirus.

Among those on the 
call was Four Corners 
Health Department Ex-
ecutive Director Laura 
McDougall.

During the hour-long 
conference came pleas 
for urgent action from 
community members 
and state government 
officials to slow the 
spread of coronavirus.

Gov. Pete Ricketts, 
who’s repeatedly re-
jected any statewide 
face-covering mandate, 
once again denied cries 
from doctors, public 
health officials and in-
fectious disease experts. 
Instead of implementing 
any sort of mask man-
date, Ricketts instead 
instructed the state cap-
itol be reflected in blue 
light to show thanks for 
public health workers.

Dr. James Lawler, an 
infectious disease ex-
pert at University of Ne-
braska Medical Center, 
said a statewide mask 
mandate would increase 
compliance similar to 
seat belts.

The health directors 
and experts said they’ve 
continually tried mak-
ing education on face 
coverings available and 
community transmis-
sion of the virus has 
hastened. Some cited 
instances throughout 
the country where mask 
mandates statistically 
slowed the community 
spread of coronavirus 
compared to those com-

munities that did not 
implement such ordi-
nances.

Since that confer-
ence, multiple Nebraska 
communities have im-
plemented mask man-
dates, including David 
City and York, both in 
the Four Corners Health 
District. The Seward 

City Council heard a cit-
izen request for a mask 
mandate in October. 
No one, aside from the 
community member 
who requested it, spoke 
in favor of such action, 
and two members of 
the council voiced their 
concerns with issuing 
such an ordinance.

Health directors call for action

Seward County remained in the “severe” (red) range in the Nov. 27 updated 
Four Corners Health Department risk dial. The district’s risk level dropped 
slightly from 3.25 to 3.19.

Over the Thanksgiving holiday, Seward County accounted for 23 new cases 
of coronavirus. That raises the county’s total to 1,260. Seward County resi-
dents accounted for 120 new cases from Nov. 21-27.

Total cumulative COVID-19 cases in the district were 3,258 as of Nov. 27.

County remains in the risk dial’s red
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Trust
your local homebuilder with 
over 40 years of experience.

When comparing prices, always 
compare features. Our standard 

features in our base price include:

1. Full width driveways

2. Side walk-out garage doors with concrete pad
    for garbage containers

3. Garages completely drywalled and painted

4. Concrete steps 
from garage to 
house

5. Draintile inside and
    out

6. Quartz countertops

7. Full tile kitchen
    backsplash

8. Complete radon 
    mitigation system

9. Yards with full sod
    and sprinkler system

10. Insulated garage
      doors with windows

11. High efficiency
      furnace

12. Kitchen faucet upgrade

13. Stained or painted trimwork

14. Stained or painted birch cabinets

15. Fully insulated 2x6 outside walls

402-643-6535    www.besthomesbuilt.com
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MOVIE LISTINGS
Rivoli Theatre

Dec. 4–6

Thank you!

Movie Place Rental Hours
Fri & Sat: 4–8 p.m.

rivoliseward.com

The Croods: A New Age PG • 95 mins.

Fri, Sat & Sun: 7 p.m.

Fri, Sat & Sun: 7:15 p.m.

Let Him Go
Kevin Costner & Diane Lane

R
113 

mins.

ALL TICKETS REGULAR PRICE

Returning Soon:
The War With Grandpa – PG

COURTESY PHOTO

Lisa Eggerling of Milford retired from the Seward County 
Ag Society after 13 years of service to the society and 
the Nebraska Association of Fair Managers. Eggerling 
represented Milford and southeast Seward County on the 
fair board. She is pictured receiving a plaque from Board 
President Ron Wallman.

Eggerling retires

The University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln's 
297-member Cornhusk-
er Marching Band is 
persevering through the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Through quick 
adjustments made by 
faculty leaders in the 
spring and summer, the 
band is rehearsing daily 
and preparing for a 
performance series this 
fall, as well as a stand-
still version of its pre-
game show to be record-
ed and made available 
online. The band has 
also recorded perfor-
mances for the "Second 
Screen" virtual game 
day experience offered 
by Nebraska Athletics 
and HuskerVision.

This year, auditions 
took place via video sub-
missions, and the annu-
al camp was replaced 
with a virtual program 
that ran through the 
summer. During that 
time, student leaders 
connected with and 
guided bandmates via 
Zoom and other video-
conferencing platforms. 
Two from the area are 
part of this year’s band.

Rachel Hoffschneider 
of Utica is a freshman 
member of the color 
guard and majors in 
marketing.

Abby Rood of Seward, 
a junior, plays trombone 
and is a music education 
major.

Faculty leaders have 

instituted health-relat-
ed protocols - doubling 
spacing between band 
members on the field, 
requiring the use of 
cloth covers on all wind 
instruments and facial 
coverings where possi-
ble, rehearsing with no 
more than two-thirds 
of the band in Cook 
Pavilion at one time, 
and making sure hand 
sanitizer is available.

Along with following 
all federal, state and 
local health protocols, 
the band is adjusting 
procedures based on 
findings in targeted 
studies being conduct-
ed at the University of 
Colorado, University of 
Maryland and Colorado 
State University.

"The studies are 
looking specifically at 
how the virus is spread 
in the performing arts," 
said Tony Falcone, asso-
ciate director of bands 
in the Glenn Korff 
School of Music and di-
rector of the Cornhusk-
er Marching Band. "As 
findings are released 
from those studies, we 
adapt our protocols.

"We're doing every-
thing we can to protect 
our students, faculty 
and staff from this 
virus."

This year's band 
includes represen-

tatives from nearly 
every region of the 
country; though, 75% of 
the students are from 
Nebraska. Twenty-two 
percent of the students 
are music or music edu-
cation majors. The rest 
are studying in more 
than 60 other degree 
programs across cam-
pus. Each band member 
passed an audition to 
gain admittance to the 
group.

The Cornhusker 
Marching Band, which 
resides in the Korff 
School, was founded in 
1879 as an ROTC unit 
and is one of the oldest 
marching bands in the 
nation. The band has 
received many honors 
throughout its 141-year 
history, including a 
Distinguished Recogni-
tion Trophy presented 
by John Philip Sousa in 
1927 and the John Philip 
Sousa Foundation's 
Sudler Trophy in 1996. 
The Sudler Trophy is 
the highest honor given 
to collegiate bands.

The "Pride of All Ne-
braska" has been seen 
by millions of viewers 
on television. The band 
was the first collegiate 
ensemble to perform at 
all of the major football 
bowl games: Rose, Or-
ange, Fiesta, Sugar and 
Cotton.

Local musicians part of this year’s 
Cornhusker Marching Band

Seward High School 
recently released its 
first-quarter honor roll 
for the 2020-21 school 
year. Those on the honor 
roll earned grade point 
averages of 3.5 or higher 
with no C’s and no N or 
U for citizenship.

Students recognized 
are:

Freshmen—Dalaney 
Anderson, Hannah Bier-
baum, Jaxson Bierman, 
Emme Brauer, Avery 
Briggs, Caden Brooks, 
Katelynn Butzke, Ken-
yon Caldwell, Gabriel 
Cepek, Ethan Clodfeller, 
Drew Collings, Coral 
Collins, Kameron Dyer, 
Easton Else, Carter Er-
nesti, Alexander Foulk, 
Noelle Geidel, Andrew 
Gendron, MaKenna 
Greene, Krystyn Har-
ris, Kianna Hellbusch, 
Finn Hochstein, Taylor 
Hostert, Evett Howe, 
Maryn Johnson, Nicole 
Kenney, Breken Kocian, 
Derek Kouma, Madison 
Kramer, Libby Kratoch-
vil, Rilee Kreutz, Rachel 
Kuss, Kohltyn Lindau, 
Conner Matzke, Julya 
Metschke, Sjoen Munk, 
Kyly Peery, Adeline Izzie 
Peetz, Katie Rasmussen, 
Joshua Ringler, Kretyn 
Roth, Matthew Schultz, 
Brooklyn Stanek, Ona 
Stutzman, Layla Sugden, 
Katelyn Svoboda, Bev-
erly Waegli, Matthew 
Wegman and Jordan 
Yates;

Sophomores—Eli 
Adams, Natalie Axt, 
Madelyn Bales, Lyssac 
Bowens, Noah Brumm, 
Tanner Bye, Broden Ci-
hal, Cadance Craig, Ja-
cob DeGroot, Audrey Do-
besh, Morgan Dobrusky, 
Madison Dominy, Derek 
Erickson, Rorie Filbert, 
Andrew Frazey, Lar-
son Goldsmith, Kar-
nie Gottschalk, Ryley 
Hain, Tarryn Hartman, 
Sophia Heaston, Emma 
Hemphill, Nolan Hill, 
Jaci Hinrichs, Braden 
Hiser, Elijah Hiser, 
Ainsley Hotovy, Mcken-
na Kisela, Ellen Klint-
worth, Ava Krahulik, 
Morgan Kulhanek, 
Keira Lliteras, Lydia 
Lobmeyer, Kayla Loos, 
Andres Lopez, Emma 
Lowther, Kylie Luebbe, 
Tandee Masco, Brenna 
McAdam, Tanya Mill-
er, Zoe Morrell, Kaylie 
Nelson, Cameron Olson, 
Gabrielle Hannah Peetz, 
Emilie Porter, Grace 
Roberts, Nathan Roebke, 
Rachel Runyan, Austin 
Schroeder, Eden Schulz, 
Luke Seevers, Tanner 
Todd, Conner Towle, Is-
abelle VanBeek, Maken-
zie Vandenberg, Olivia 
Volzke, Victoria Wang, 
Luke Wegman, Ethan 
Woolard and Elianah 
Wunderlich;

Juniors—Emma 
Bales, Keegan Beis-
el, Hannah Benedict, 
Jordan Biggs, Michae-

la Broadwell, Abigail 
Brose, Miranda Brum-
ley, Remi Christensen, 
Jordyn Collins, Dane 
Conner, Trevor Cook, 
Morgan Craig, Riley 
Daniel, Audrie Davis, 
Cash Duncan, Sabit 
Duol, Alysiia Ernesti, 
Cevahn Ernesti, Ian 
Fiala, Christian Fields, 
Matthew Flyr, Aaron 
Ford, Ethan Galusha, 
Bethany Gebhardt, Ella 
Gray, Jakob Gray, Ellie 
Greisen, Megan Hague, 
Parker Hammond, 
Desirae Hibbert, Na-
than Hochstein, Callie 
Homp, Ella Hubach, 
Olivia Hughes, Joshua 
Jurchen, Natalie Keller, 
Brynn Kimber, Ava 
King, Owen Krahulik, 
Drew Kratochvil, Reid 
Marker, Andrew Mar-
shall, Samuel Matthi-
as, Justin Matulka, 
Nicholas McCormick, 
Jacob Mueller, Nathan 
Nottingham, Katie 
O’Kief, Korbin Opfer, 
Alexis Pallat, Lauryn 
Parra, Michael Peery, 
Bryce Piskorski, Sarita 
Richards, Trevor Ruth, 
, Owen Sackschewsky, 
Ellissa Sagehorn, Trae-
tyn Schaefer, Samuel 
Schroeder, Kate Shafer, 
Karla Sierra Mendoza, 
Myka Smith, Jeanna 
Snyder, Gracen Sommer-
er, Isaac Spotanski, Eric 
Strole, RaeLynn Sugden, 
Kimahri Vega-Nipp, Ma-
dalyn Viger, Jack Wall, 

Audrey Wang, Collin 
Warren, Abigail Wig-
nall, Ethan Wilkinson, 
Isabelle Wohlford and 
Emily Yelden; and

Seniors—Braden 
Adams, Andrew Al-
ley, Nataliy Anderson, 
Latoya Bauman, Olivia 
Benes, Franklin Broad-
well, Samantha Clark, 
Ashton Conner, Ella Da-
vis-Schmit, Hailie Dee-
ble, Kylie Edgington, Ky-
lie Gardiner, Margaret 
Glenn, Elizabeth Gokie, 
Emily Gokie, Carissa 
Gottschalk, Heather 
Granfors, Allysen Gross, 
Grace Hamling, Faith 
Hampl, Hannah Helmer, 
Samantha Howell, Anna 
Hughes, Samantha 
Hughes, Claire Kerk-
man, Haley Kimbrough, 
Bailey Kocian, Hannah 
Kolterman-Wagner, 
Emma Kuss, Mason 
Larson, Jake Luebbe, 
Elizabeth Mavis, JJ 
Metschke, Nathan 
Miller, James Murray, 
Taylor Nitzsche, Hunter 
Novacek, Claire Novak, 
Kaitlyn Porter, Emilee 
Rech, Abbey Ringler, 
Hannah Roebke, Saman-
tha Rojewski, Cortney 
Stava, Zachary Tonni-
ges, Saleena Tumpach, 
Heidi van der Heijden, 
Tayden Vandenberg, 
McKinley Voss, Grace 
Vyhnalek, Ty Wehr and 
David Weigle.

Seward High School names honor roll

The Milford Kiwanis Club is hosting Santa Sat-
urday on Dec. 5 from 9-11 a.m. at Milford Elementa-
ry School.

During that time, children can tell Santa and 
Mrs. Claus their wishes in the school’s drop-off 
lane. Treat bags will be given to children 12 and 
under, and there will be a special mailbox where 
children can drop off letters to Santa.

Hot chocolate and coffee will be available.
All free-will donations benefit the PTO Play-

ground equipment project.
Also on Saturday, Dec. 5, the Milford Chamber of 

Commerce will host Santa’s Parade from 3:30-5 p.m. 
During that time, Santa will drive through Milford 
on a firetruck and his elves will throw candy to 
those standing in front of their homes.

The parade route will be posted on the Cham-
ber’s Facebook page.

Santa Saturday this weekend

by Brady Oltmans
editor@sewardindependent.com

The awning above 
133 N. Sixth St. may 
say Jazzercise, but for a 
certain group of long-
term Seward residents, 
that location has always 
been The Well first.

Following The Well’s 
closure in the 2000s, the 
location saw a revolving 
door of tenants, not one 
of whom honored the lo-
cation’s history. In 2021, 
history is scheduled to 
be restored.

Rue 6 owner Gregg 
Nelson announced the 
introduction of Squire 
Ward’s Public House in 
an October Facebook 
post. Billed in the post 
as “Nebraska’s original 
five-star dive bar,” Nel-
son said his vision for 
Squire Ward’s is essen-
tially a family-friendly 
sports bar, one where 
people can be comfort-
able bringing their kids 
to watch multiple sports 
games at once. He 
said it’ll be a place for 
residents and visitors 
to come watch whatever 
game, have a burger 
and a beer and relax.

In returning the 
location to its bar his-
tory, the name, Squire 
Ward’s, comes from 
local records. Essen-
tially, Josiah Ward was 
the first Justice of the 

Peace in Seward and 
the area west of Lin-
coln. That was before 
Nebraska was a state. 
Nelson said they decid-
ed to name the new es-
tablishment after Ward 
because Ward delivered 
the keynote address at 
Seward’s first Fourth of 
July celebration.

“According to the 
historical society, all 
20 residents of Seward 
were present,” Nelson 
chuckled.

Rue 6 and Squire 
Ward’s are planned 
to operate in tandem. 
Squire Ward’s will 
come with a larger, 
commercial kitchen 
which will allow for ca-
tering up to 500-person 

events. Nelson said Rue 
6 will also benefit from 
that as food prep will be 
done at Squire Ward’s, 
which could lead to an 
expanded menu.

Employees will be 
able to work at both 
establishments, Nel-
son said, giving them 
opportunities for more 
consistent full-time 
work.

Equipment is cur-
rently backordered for 
the new establishment, 
which has halted some 
progress, but prepara-
tion outside of that has 
continued. Nelson said 
they hope to open in 
January.

“It should be interest-
ing,” Nelson said.

Returning to the familiar
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— STAFF DIRECTORY —

by Gov. Pete Ricketts

It’s fitting to set aside time 
each year to express gratitude 
to God and to one 
another for the 
many blessings 
we enjoy. 

In seasons 
of peace and 
plenty, as well 
as in times of 
war and loss, 
Americans have 
faithfully carried 
on Thanksgiv-
ing traditions. 
During challenging times, it’s 
even more important to remem-
ber the abundant blessings we 
enjoy as Americans.

In 2001, President George W. 
Bush issued a Thanksgiving 
proclamation a couple months 
after the tragic Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks. The sentiments he 
expressed ring true this year in 
light of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

“During these extraordinary 
times, we find particular assur-
ance from our Thanksgiving 
tradition, which reminds us 
that we, as a people and indi-
vidually, always have reason to 
hope and trust in God, despite 
great adversity. … In thank-
fulness and humility, we ac-
knowledge, especially now, our 
dependence on One greater than 
ourselves. 

“On this day of Thanksgiv-
ing, let our thanksgiving be 
revealed in the compassionate 
support we render to our fel-
low citizens who are grieving 
unimaginable loss; and let us 
reach out with care to those 
in need of food, shelter, and 
words of hope. May Almighty 
God, who is our refuge and our 
strength in this time of trouble, 
watch over our homeland, pro-
tect us, and grant us patience, 
resolve, and wisdom in all that 
is to come.”

As we finish 2020, let’s draw 
strength from the example of 
previous American generations 
who have overcome war, eco-

nomic depression, disaster, and 
even pandemics. Let’s use our 
Nebraska grit to slow the spread 
of the virus as we get through 
this together. 

At Thanksgiving time, 
we usually join with friends 
and family for a large meal of 
turkey, cranberry sauce, and 
pumpkin pie. This year, Ne-
braskans are holding smaller 
gatherings—or getting together 
virtually—to slow the spread 
of coronavirus. Even if you’re 
unable to gather with family 
this holiday, find a way to stay 
connected by phone or video. 
It’s important for us to support 
one another as we cope with the 
disruptions of the coronavirus.

Although Thanksgiving in 
2020 may look different for you, 
there are still plenty of reasons 
to give thanks. Here are a few 
that come to mind for me. As 
Americans, we’re blessed to 
live in a time of relative peace. 
Even with the disruptions of the 
coronavirus, we enjoy prosper-
ity that would have been un-
imaginable to the Pilgrims who 
landed at Plymouth Rock. 

Our Constitution allows for 
us to exercise many freedoms: 
religious freedom, freedom of 
the press, and the freedom of 
speech. Many military service-
men and women put their lives 
on the line every day to protect 
our Republic and these free-
doms. We are grateful for their 
service and sacrifice.

Our free country and free 
enterprise system have given us 
great prosperity. In the midst 
of this pandemic, we’re bless-
ed with technology to connect 
with loved ones living far away. 
We’re blessed to have excellent 
health care. We’re blessed to 
live in a scientifically advanced 
country with the capability of 
rapidly developing vaccines.

Despite the pandemic, Ne-
braska is expected to experience 
a bountiful harvest this year. 
Nebraska’s corn growers are 
forecasted to bring in a record 
of 1.82 billion bushels. Soybean 
production is up 5% from last 

year to about 300 million bush-
els. The sorghum crop of 12.4 
million bushels is also projected 
to exceed last year’s numbers. 
Dry edible bean production is 
forecasted to be up 85% from 
2019, and sugar beet production 
is expected be 38% higher than 
last year.

This year, we are especial-
ly grateful for our healthcare 
workers. Nurses, doctors, 
hospital staff, and public health 
leaders are on the front lines 
working long hours to help 
Nebraskans stay healthy during 
the pandemic. As we enter this 
holiday season, our hospitals 
are counting on Nebraskans to 
be smart in their social interac-
tions to help slow the spread of 
coronavirus. 

We all need to do our part to 
help them by wearing a mask, 
washing our hands often, and 
watching our distance. Nebras-
kans are hard-working folks, 
and we don’t like to be on the 
sidelines. It’s critically import-
ant, however, for everyone to 
stay home when sick to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus.

Our local health departments 
tell us the virus is spreading at 
informal gatherings, usually in 
people’s homes. As you think 
about celebrating the holidays, 
please keep gatherings small 
and avoid the “Three Cs,” 
even in private settings. Avoid 
crowded places where you can’t 
practice social distancing. 
Avoid close contacts where 
you’re within six feet of some-
one for 15 minutes or more. And 
avoid confined spaces with poor 
ventilation. 

Using these tools is the best 
way to support our healthcare 
workers and protect our hospi-
tals.

If you have questions about 
Nebraska’s coronavirus re-
sponse, please email pete.rick-
etts@nebraska.gov or call (402) 
471-2244. I am grateful to the 
Nebraskans who were working 
this Thanksgiving weekend to 
help folks stay healthy in hospi-
tals and nursing homes. 

American Life in Poetry
by Ted Kooser
U.S. Poet Laureate, 2004-2006

The following poem by Susanna Brougham 
appeared in the Spring 2020 issue of Beloit Poet-
ry Journal, one of our country’s successful older 
literary journals. This is as fine a poem about “the 
staff of life” as I’ve ever seen. Is that a pun in the 
last line? I’ll leave that to you. Brougham lives in 
Massachusetts.

Translation

Months later, my father and I
discovered his mother’s last word—
deep in the downstairs freezer,
one loaf of dark rye.

Its thaw slowed the hours.

I could not bear
the thought of eating it.
Then the ice subsided. The bread
was firm, fragrant, forgiving.

My father got the knife,
the butter. The slices
held. Together we ate
that Finnish silence.

We do not accept unsolicited manuscripts. 
American Life in Poetry is made possible by The 
Poetry Foundation (www.poetryfoundation.org), 
publisher of Poetry magazine. It is also supported 
by the Department of English at the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln. Poem copyright ©2020 by Su-
sanna Brougham, "Translation," from Beloit Poetry 
Journal, (Vol. 70, No. 1, 2020). Poem reprinted by 
permission of Susanna Brougham and the publish-
er. Introduction copyright @2020 by The Poetry 
Foundation. The introduction’s author, Ted Kooser, 
served as United States Poet Laureate Consultant 
in Poetry to the Library of Congress from 2004-
2006.

by Stephanie Croston
scroston@sewardindependent.com

So, how was your Thanksgiv-
ing? Not the same as usual, right? 
Yeah, me too.

I’ve been think-
ing about Thanks-
giving and things 
I’m thankful for 
(besides the tra-
ditional family, 
friends, health, my 
job, my church, 
etc.). Since I didn’t 
get to share them 
before the holiday, I 
thought I’d take the 
time to do so now. 
You may disagree with some – 
that’s OK.

Believe it or not, I’m thank-
ful for the coronavirus. I’m not 
thankful for having to wear a 
mask or stay six feet from every-
one I meet. But I am thankful that 
the virus made us all stop and 
evaluate what’s truly important 
in our lives. I think we’ve all 
tried to improve connections with 
our families and friends since we 
don’t know if it’ll be the last time 
we get to see them.

I’m thankful for the scientists 
and researchers who have spent 
countless hours working to devel-
op a vaccine for the virus. With-
out their tireless efforts, we’d still 
be wallowing in the question of 
when/if a vaccine would be ready. 

While we still don’t know the 
long-term effects of the new vac-
cines, at least we know they exist 
and we can consider that the light 
at the end of the tunnel.

I’m thankful for health depart-
ments that are probably really, 
really tired of talking about the 
virus, how cases are going up, 
that we need to wash our hands, 
wear masks, stay socially distant. 
No one likes the decisions they’ve 
had to make, but they make them 
anyway, knowing they’re for the 
good of the people living in their 
coverage area.

I’m thankful for our readers 
and advertisors who have stuck 
with us through these unprece-
dented times. Without you, this 
newspaper and my job wouldn’t 
exist. I know we’ve written a lot 
about the virus. I don’t know how 
much you’ve read, but you’re 
probably as tired of reading/
hearing about it as I am.

In looking to the holiday 
shopping season, I’m thankful for 
local shops. I know it’s easy to go 
online or stop at a big box store 
to find what you want to get for 
someone for Christmas. But take 
time to look in your local stores. 
Wander through their inventory 
– you might find something even 
more perfect.

Plus, by spending your money 
in your home town or county, 
you’re keeping those dollars 
local, supporting your neighbor 

and saving the environment. Be-
cause you don’t have to drive as 
far, you save gas and limit those 
nasty carbon emissions we hear 
about on TV. And you don’t have 
to deal with the really long lines 
in the bigger stores. Just saying.

As the sports editor, I’m 
thankful we got through the 
high school fall season with few 
cancellations because of the 
virus. All five sports had their 
postseasons and crowned their 
champions.

With high school basketball 
and wrestling scheduled to start 
this week, I’m hoping we’ll be as 
successful. Since both events are 
indoors, we’ll have to be more 
careful. Many schools are limit-
ing fans to family only, but there 
are online options to watch your 
favorite team. Maybe that’s not 
your favorite way to watch, but at 
least you can watch, right?

So as we start the winter sea-
son, let’s be patient and under-
standing with each other. We’re 
all frustrated by the virus. We 
want it to just go away. But have 
some fun with your mask any-
way. Decorate it for Christmas or 
Hanukkah or Kwanzaa or what-
ever holiday you celebrate. Draw 
a smile on it so you don’t have to 
smile for real. Bedazzle it – that 
would be awesome.

Happy Christmas season, 
everyone.

Stephanie 
Croston
sports 
editor

Last week's poll question: If you could take one 
vacation right now where would you go?

Warm beach: 15.

Ancient city: 1.

Mountain town: 4.

Quiet campground: 1.

This week's poll question: Are you altering 
your Christmas shopping approach 

at all this year?

Yes.

No.

Vote online at www.sewardindependent.com and 
share the question on Facebook, then check next 
week's edition of The Seward County Independent 
for results.

We asked you

Now we want to know

Share your opinions 
via letters to the editor. 

Please include 
a phone number 

so we can verify it’s you.

Express gratitude this holiday season

What I’m thankful for this year and beyond

Gov. 
Pete 

Ricketts

Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.

1st  Amendment, U.S. Constitution

Stay safe – cover your mouth and nose; wash your hands.
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Grace E. Williams
Oct. 3, 1927 – Nov. 21, 2020

Grace Emma Williams of Lincoln was born Oct. 
3, 1927, to Julius F. and Erna (Sternberg) Buell in 
Gresham. She attend-
ed Gresham High 
School, graduating in 
1945. On June 24, 1950, 
Grace was united in 
marriage to Philip R. 
Williams at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in Lincoln. 
She worked as a sec-
retary for Hixson & 
Associates. In her free 
time, she enjoyed bak-
ing pies, gardening, 
games and puzzles. 
She was a history buff, 
liked old movies and 
was an avid Husker 
football fan. 

Grace passed away Nov. 21, 2020, in Lincoln, 
at the age of 93 years, 1 month and 18 days. She 
is survived by her children, John Barry (Diane) 
Williams, Jacksonville, Florida, Lisa Marie (Gary) 
Mills, Panama City Beach, Florida, Bradley D. 
Williams, Lincoln, and Renee M. (Jerry) Shay, Lin-
coln; grandchildren, Rachel (Jacob) Holman, Bry-
an Mills, Laura (Logan) Cosby, Erin (Scott) Gropp, 
Joshua Williams and Sarah Shay; great-grand-
children, Hazel Holman, Aster Holman, Cecelia 
Holman, Jax Gropp, Amelia Gropp, Ava Gropp, 
Brielle Mills, Emmy Cosby and Xavier Williams.

Grace was preceded in death by her parents, 
Julius and Erna Buell; husband, Philip Williams; 
brothers and sisters-in-law, Herbert and Beulah 
Buell, Cy and Alice Buell, brother, Hugo Buell; 
sister and brother-in-law, Hannah and Delmer 
Richters; and sister, Florence Buell.

A Funeral Mass was Nov. 30 with burial at the 
Cedar Lawn Cemetery in Gresham. Memorial 
contributions are suggested to the Gresham Com-
munity Center or the donor's choice. Condolences 
may be left for the family at www.volzkefuneral-
home.com.

Bobby E. “Bob” Tompkins
Nov. 12, 1936 – Nov. 29, 2020

Bobby E. “Bob” Tompkins was born Nov. 12, 
1936, to William Henry Tompkins and Martha 
Irene Tompkins 
(Bentley) in Randlett, 
Oklahoma. He spent 
most of his childhood 
and early adult years 
in Oklahoma City. 

After working his 
way through col-
lege and graduating 
from Oklahoma City 
University with a 
business/marketing 
degree, he moved to 
Amarillo, Texas. His 
career would take him 
back to Oklahoma, to 
Kansas, to Nebraska, 
back to Oklahoma, to New Mexico and back to 
Oklahoma. While he had a tremendous work eth-
ic, his definition of success was not rooted in what 
he did to earn a living. His measures of success, 
and his passion, revolved around God and his fam-
ily (and, maybe Oklahoma Sooners football).

Bob married Sue Tompkins (Parks) on June 1, 
1961. They were married for almost 60 years and 
in their home one could always find some refer-
ence to the verse they claimed and lived by (Isaiah 
40:31). Together they had four children. No matter 
what new town life took them to, they immediately 
sought a new church home where they could work 
and serve the Lord. Bob worked faithfully in each 
church and often served as a deacon and/or as an 
adult Sunday school teacher. Bob said recently 
“I gave all four of my kids a drug problem, I drug 
them to church.” And he did. As a result, each of 
his children has a strong faith rooted in Jesus 
Christ. Bob was a fully engaged father, rarely 
missing any event in his children’s lives. As chil-
dren (and as adults) he was always their “go-to” for 
advice. He prayed for them daily, celebrated their 
successes and stood by them when they walked in 
valleys. Always loving, teaching, encouraging and 
supporting.

Preceding Bob in death are his parents; his sis-
ter, (Billie Sue); his sister-in-law, (Jane Wisniews-
ki); and his son, Robert Scott Tompkins (who we 
are sure met him at Heaven’s gate and introduced 
him to Jesus). He is survived by his wife, Sue 
Tompkins (Anadarko, Oklahoma); his sister-in-
law and brother-in-law, Billie Jo and JD Hadley 
(Edmond, Oklahoma); his sister-in-law, Daisy Gib-
son (Edmond), his daughter and son-in-law, Bob 
and Mitzi Vavrick (Lake in the Hills, Illinois), his 
daughter and son-in-law, Chris and Nancy Allen 
(Gracemont, Oklahoma); his son and daughter-in-
law, Steve and Julie Tompkins (Killeen, Texas); 
and seven grandchildren.

Isaiah 40:31 “But they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk and not faint.”

Respecting COVID-19 Guidelines, graveside 
services will be private. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions are suggested to a Parkinson’s 
Disease charity of the donor's choice or to the 
First Baptist Church of Anadarko.

Bonita L. Smetter
March 9, 1947 – Nov. 24, 2020

Bonita Lorene Smetter was born March 9, 1947, 
and passed away Nov. 24, 2020. Arrangements are 
pending with Volzke Funeral Home in Seward. A 
full obituary may be found and condolences left 
for the family at www.volzkefuneralhome.com.

John W. Mueller, Jr.
Aug. 1, 1930 – Nov. 19, 2020

John William Mueller, Jr. was born Aug. 1, 1930, 
in Seward to John William Sr. and Theodora Na-
talia (Fiehler) Mueller, 
and passed away Nov. 
19, 2020, in Seward, at 
the age of 90 years, 3 
months and 18 days.

John grew up in 
Seward, where he 
attended St. John 
Lutheran School 
and graduated from 
Seward High School 
with the Class of 1948. 
He worked with his 
father in a building 
contracting business 
for many years and 
was later a self-em-
ployed carpenter. He worked as a handyman and 
aide at several daycare facilities. A humble man, 
he touched many lives. John was a lifelong mem-
ber of St. John Lutheran Church.

John was preceded in death by his parents; 
four brothers, Reinhold Mueller, Willard Mueller, 
Raymond Mueller and Edgar Mueller; and four 
sisters, Bernice (Henry) Luebbe, Mildred (Bert) 
Baldinger, Elizabeth (Richard) Murphey and Har-
riet (Enno) Klammer.

Survivors include his sister, Verna Wied; nu-
merous nieces, nephews and cousins. 

A graveside service and inurnment will be at 1 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 3, at the Greenwood Cemetery 
in Seward. Memorial contributions are suggested 
to the American Bible Society. Condolences may 
be left for the family at www.zabkafuneralhome.
com.

Richard W. Hershberger
April 22, 1935 – Nov. 10, 2020

Richard Warren Hershberger was born in Mil-
ford on April 22, 1935, to Vernon and Lela (Eicher) 
Hershberger and passed 
away Nov. 10, 2020, in 
Lincoln. Dick attended 
and graduated from 
Milford High School in 
1954 and graduated from 
Southeast Community 
College, Milford, in 1958. 
While in high school, 
Dick loved and partici-
pated in sports.

Dick and Carol (Hage-
moser) were joined in 
marriage on Aug. 14, 
1957, in Seward at the 
E.U.B. Church. To this 
union were born a son, 
Ron J. and a daughter, Darci Lynne.

Dick enlisted into the Seward Army National 
Guard in 1953 and served until 1959.

He worked in Lincoln as a journeyman electri-
cian for Action Electric from 1958 until August 
1972 when Phil Wurst invited him to join him in 
the insurance business. He truly enjoyed working 
with his clients and was in the business for 24 
years until his health forced him to retire in 1996.

Dick was a big Husker and Seward High School 
fan and loved attending his grandchildren’s sport-
ing events and musicals. His grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren were the light of his life.

Throughout his life, Dick enjoyed serving his 
church in many capacities. It brought him much 
joy to join his fellow Christians in singing praises 
to His Lord and Savior.

Dick is preceded in death by his parents; par-
ents-in-law Paul and Fern Hagemoser; brother-
in-law, Dick Hagemoser; and sister-in law, Mary 
J. Hershberger. His brother-in-law, Boyd Gabel, 
followed him in death on the same day.

Dick is survived by his wife, Carol, of Seward; 
son, Ron and wife Christine, Superior; daughter, 
Darci and husband Kurt, Norfolk; five grandchil-
dren, Ann (Moises) Diaz, Paris, France, Jennifer 
(Sam) Kruvand, Columbia, Missouri, Brad (Jenna) 
Wittler, Omaha, Katherine (Micah) Hamik, Lin-
coln, and Ryan Wittler, Omaha; two great-grand-
children, Asher Diaz and Calum Wittler; sisters, 
Ann (Don) Danekas, Milford, and Kathy (Don) 
Barth, Beaver Crossing; brother, Doug (Mary L.) 
Hershberger, Elwood; sisters-in-law, Bonnie Hage-
moser, Seward, and Molly Gabel, Seward; brother-
in-law, Wayne (Marilyn) Hagemoser, Ames, Iowa; 
numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and a host of 
friends.

Visitation is 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, Dec. 4, at Zab-
ka-Perdue Funeral Home in Seward. The family 
will not be present. A private family service is 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 5. Those who wish 
to view the service may go to Web link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/89007793460?pwd=a1hGd-
2dGSytrQVplYytEbzh0VjkzUT09. Dial-in number 
1-346-248-7799 US.

Memorial contributions are suggested to the 
Hershberger family for future designations or the 
donor's choice. Condolences may be left for the 
family at www.zabkafuneralhome.com.

John E. Friesen
April 8, 1932 – Nov. 26, 2020

John E. Friesen, age 88, of York died Thursday, 
Nov. 26, 2020, at Henderson. He was born April 8, 
1932, to Jacob and Ma-
rie (Thieszen) Friesen 
in rural Hamilton 
County. John gradu-
ated from Henderson 
High School in 1950. On 
Dec. 28, 1955, John was 
united in marriage to 
Lela F. Friesen at Hen-
derson. On Oct. 27, 1989, 
John was united in 
marriage to Nancy Rice 
Smith at Waco United 
Methodist Church.

John was a partner 
at Hiebner & Friesen 
Construction and Car-
pentry in Henderson. He was a member of Hender-
son Chamber of Commerce, Henderson Fire De-
partment/EMT and Henderson City Council. John 
enjoyed wood carving, crafts, canning pickles and 
baking zwieback. He loved his grandchildren and 
his whole family.

He is survived by his wife, Nancy of York; 
sons, Gene Friesen of Hastings and Kevin (Lisa) 
Friesen of Henderson; step-son, Rodney Smith 
of Waco; stepdaughters, Sherri (Rob) Rohren of 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, and Jolene Eiken-
horst of York; grandchildren, Andrew Friesen, 
Jonathan Friesen, Rachel (Nick) Theis, Ryan 
(Kelsey) Rohren, Rebecca (Josh) Felts, Reid (Me-
lissa) Rohren, Erica Tobey, Darren Tobey, Ken-
dra (Kyle) Heidbrink and Kesia Eikenhorst; 12 
great-grandchildren, Samuel, Weston, Charlotte, 
Rigley, Chace, Clara, MaKinley, Kyan, Kanon, 
Kreyson, Keely and Kirby. He is also survived by 
his brothers Gerald (Vernelle) Friesen of Hen-
derson and Elroy (Nancy) Friesen of Greensboro, 
North Carolina.

He was preceded in death by his parents; wife; 
and sister, Helen Siebert.

A private family service is planned. Memorial 
contributions are suggested to to Bethesda Lives-
tream Fund in lieu of flowers and plants. Condo-
lences may be left for  the family at www.metzmor-
tuary.com.

Obituaries
David R. Speer

Aug. 14, 1954 – Nov. 23, 2020
David Randall Speer was born Aug. 14, 1954, 

in Franklin, Indiana, and died Nov. 23, 2020, at 
Harbor Hospice, Hous-
ton, Texas. David was a 
1972 graduate of Howe 
Military School in Howe, 
Indiana, and a 1976 grad-
uate of Indiana Universi-
ty, Bloomington, Indiana, 
with a BS in microbiolo-
gy.

He worked as a clinical 
and research microbi-
ologist for Huntington 
Labs and then joined the 
Marketing and Techni-
cal Sales Department 
at Vestal Lab and Betz 
companies prior to their 
merger with Unilever Labs. He was the youngest 
manager in the history of the Vestal company and 
managed the team that formulated the first hand 
disinfectant sanitizer with EPA registration.

David returned to school to pursue his love 
of medicine and in 1998 graduated summa cum 
laude from the University of North Florida with 
a BS in nursing and in 2002 graduated from the 
University of Florida with a MS in nursing. He 
was employed as an intensivist nurse practitioner 
at the University of Florida at Shands Hospital in 
Jacksonville, Florida, before returning to Indiana 
in 2008. He was employed at St. Vincent Seton 
Specialty Hospital and later at Johnson Memorial 
Hospital in Franklin, where he was born. 

David was a life-timer learner and was enrolled 
in a second masters program at the University of 
Texas before becoming ill in 2018. He was an avid 
reader of ancient history, world religions, science 
fiction and military history and loved to travel. He 
was a member of the American Academy of Nurse 
Practitioners, the American Association of Critical 
Care Nurses, the American Society of Microbiology 
and was recognized for achievements by Phi Kappa 
Phi, National Academic Honor Society, Sigma The-
ta Tau and National Nursing Honor Society. 

He is survived by his wife of four years, Margie 
Fougeron, Richmond, Texas; and step-daughter 
and family, Melissa and Matt Bueninck, and Ellie 
and Oliver of Houston, Texas. Known to his family 
as Randy or DR, he is survived by his sister, Sandy 
Kirts Cantrell, Columbus, Indiana; two nieces 
and their families, Stephanie (Randy) Johnson, 
Josh and Jordan, Columbus, and Shannon (Sam) 
Hickey, Caleb, Connor and Corban, Morgantown, 
Indiana; father-in-law, Gene Fougeron, Seward; 
sister-in-law, Donna (Larry) Heyen, Pleasant Dale; 
brothers-in-law, Ken (Sherry), Lincoln, and Steve 
(Marcy) Fougeron, Milford, and a host of nieces 
and nephews and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Edgar 
and Lola (Perry) Speer; mother-in-law, Evelyn 
Fougeron; and brother-in-law, Wally Cantrell.

A celebration of life will be at a later date in 
Indianapolis with burial in the Pleasant Dale 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-
tions are suggested to The Rostomily Glioblastoma 
Research Lab, Houston Methodist Hospital Foun-
dation, PO Box 4384, Houston, TX 77210.

Obituaries continued on page 6
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• Substance Abuse
 Evaluation & Counseling
• Medication Management
 Services
• Crisis Intervention

Evening Hours Available
Medicare, Medicaid,
Insurance Accepted

Sliding fee scale available to those who qualify.

Blue
Valley
Behavioral
Health

“Where Healing Begins”

459 South 6th, Ste. 1 • Seward, NE
402-643-3343 • bvbh.net

The Joint Commission Accredited
Take a free and con dential behavioral

health screening: go to bvbh.net
and click on screening options.

Providing Behaviorial
Health Services
for over 50 years

We’re still here for you.
Call about telehealth therapy options.
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 FOR YOUR
Medicare  

needs

We’re here

A salesperson will be present with information and applications. For accommodations of 
persons with special needs at sales meetings, call 833-430-4641 (TTY 711). Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Nebraska is an HMO, HMO-POS and PPO plan with a Medicare contract.  
Enrollment in Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska Medicare Advantage depends on  
contract renewal. Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska is an independent licensee of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.  37-092 (08-11-20)   Y0139_Seminar21_M

Suhr & Lichty Insurance Agency Inc.
145 N 5th St. Seward, NE 68434

Agent: Mark A. Suhr, PIA, CIC

Phone: (402) 643-2911
Web: www.suhrlichty.com

Email: mail@suhrlichty.com

James R. Craig
Aug. 26, 1947 – Nov. 25, 2020

James Rodney Craig was born Aug. 26, 1947, in 
Seward to Gordon Calvin and Helen Marie (Bock) 
Craig and passed away 
unexpectedly Nov. 25, 
2020, in Lincoln, at the 
age of 73 years, 2 months 
and 30 days.

Jim grew up in 
Seward where he attend-
ed and graduated from 
Seward High School 
with the Class of 1966. He 
worked at several places 
until he began his job at 
Lincoln Steel in 1970 and 
continued until his re-
tirement in 2001. On Jan. 
23, 1971, Jim was united 
in marriage to Janet 
Lauree Nichols in Seward and to this union, three 
children were born, Rodney, Jeremy and Kimber-
ly. The couple lived in Beaver Crossing most of 
their married life until the tornado on Mother’s 
Day 2014. Jim then moved and made Seward his 
home. He enjoyed fishing, deer hunting, crochet-
ing, cooking, baking, playing solitaire and watch-
ing old westerns. Jim loved his family very much, 
especially his grandchildren. He was a member of 
the Beaver Crossing Odd Fellows and Church of 
Christ in Seward.

He was preceded in death by parents; wife, 
Janet in 2007; son, Rodney, in 2008; brother and 
sister-in-law, Gary and Melody Craig; nephew, Eli-
jah Rundell; and parents-in-law, Ervin and Zelma 
Nichols.

Jim is survived by his son, Jeremy and girl-
friend Mandy Howry, Beaver Crossing; daughter, 
Kimberly and husband Shawn Hengelfelt, Lincoln; 
two granddaughters, Cheyenne Craig, Lincoln, 
and Sydney Craig, Crete; grandson, Dakota 
Guinn, Beaver Crossing; four siblings, Janet and 
husband Ligie Rundell, Pine Bluff, Wyoming, 
John and wife Sue Craig, Seward, Brian and wife 
Tami Craig, Seward, and Melissa Craig, Seward; 
brother-in-law, Jim and wife Sue Nichols, Beaver 
Crossing; three sisters-in-law, Jean and husband 
Chuck Eggleston, Beaver Crossing, Joanie and 
husband Robert Mclellan, Beaver Crossing, and 
Judy Schmersal, Seward; numerous nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and a host of friends. 

A funeral service was Dec. 2 at the Milford Men-
nonite Church with graveside services and inter-
ment at the Beaver Crossing Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions are suggested to the Craig family for 
future considerations. Condolences may be left for 
the family at www.zabkafuneralhome.com.

Lillian L. Skolnik
April 26, 1927 – Nov. 23, 2020

Lillian L. Skolnik of Seward was born near 
Brainard to Charles and Rose (Kominek) Dolezal 
on April 26, 1927. 

She attended coun-
try schools in Butler 
County and graduat-
ed from Dwight High 
School in 1944. She 
attended the Univer-
sity of Nebraska in 
Lincoln and at the 
age of 17, she began 
teaching at a Butler 
County Country 
School. She married 
Joseph A. Skolnik of 
Staplehurst on May 8, 
1947, at Holy Trinity 
Church in Brainard. 
Two daughters, Barbara and Karen, were born to 
this union. Lillian served on the Election Board 
in Seward County’s B and G precincts for many 
years, was active in the Nebraska Democratic Par-
ty, PCCW, ZCBJ and volunteered at the Seward Se-
nior Center. She helped her husband with various 
ventures through the years, Skolnik Equipment, 
farming and carpentry. She loved gardening, 
baking, cooking, playing cards and most of all, 
dancing with her husband to polka music. Lillian 
was an excellent seamstress, making most of her 
clothes and loved to make quilts, having made 
more than 30 quilts for family. 

Lillian passed away Nov. 23, 2020, at her home 
in Seward at the age of 93 years, 6 months and 28 
days. Lillian was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Joseph (2005); her parents, Charles and Rose 
Dolezal; and brother, Ernest, a 1951 Korean War 
casualty.

Lillian is survived by two daughters and their 
husbands, Barbara and Ray Leising of Lincoln 
and Karen and Allen Hoffbauer of Seward; five 
grandchildren and their spouses, Brian and Amy 
Leising, Christina (Leising) and Jason Howe, 
Amy (Hoffbauer) and Jonathan Metschke, Jason 
and Heidi Hoffbauer and April Hoffbauer; 10 
great-grandchildren, Elyssa and Brayden Leising, 
Bradley, Chase and Dylan Howe, JJ, Julya, Ayda 
and Adalya Metschke and Holly Hoffbauer. She 
is also survived by her beloved dog and constant 
companion, Fraggle; and a brother and sister-in-
law, Don and Margaret Dolezal of Brainard.

Funeral Mass was Nov. 28 at St. Vincent dePaul 
Catholic Church with interment at the Seward 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions are suggested 
to the Skolnik family or the donor's choice. Condo-
lences may be left for the family at www.volzkefu-
neralhome.com.

Patricia S. Richert
Aug. 5, 1946 – Nov. 29, 2020

Patricia Sue Richert was born Aug. 5, 1946, 
and died Nov. 29, 2020. Arrangements are pend-
ing with Volzke Funeral Home in Seward. A full 
obituary may be found and condolences left for the 
family at www.volzkefuneralhome.com.

Obituaries
Information provided 

by the Seward Police 
Department.

Oct. 30
10:58 a.m.—A postal 

carrier in the 1600 block 
of North First Street 
reported that no one has 
picked up mail and a ga-
rage door has been ajar 
for two days, which was 
unusual for this address. 
An officer contacted the 
homeowner and there 
was no problem.

11:39 p.m.—A caller in 
the area of Highway 34 
and 238th Road reported 
the driver of a pickup is 
possibly drunk because 
the vehicle is going 45 
mph and is swerving. 
An officer made contact 
with the vehicle and 
found no signs that the 
driver was impaired.

Oct. 31
2:32 p.m.—A caller in 

the 500 block of North 
14th Street reported that 
on several occasions, a 
vehicle drove onto the 
fairgrounds and stopped 
under some trees. After 
some time, another ve-
hicle would join it, they 
exchange something, 
then both leave. This 
happens several times a 
day. Officers responded 
and one man was placed 
into custody.

7:02 p.m.—A caller in 
the 900 block of North 
Third Street reported 
that neighbors had an 
unattended roaring fire 
pit. An officer deter-
mined that the fire was 
within code.

Nov. 1
3:33 a.m.—A caller 

in the 400 block of Star 
Street reported she saw 
someone on her security 
camera near her vehicle. 
They might have tried 
to break in. The caller 
was advised that if they 
locate any damage or 
find anything missing to 
call the police back.

4:25 a.m.—An officer 
made a vehicle stop in 
the area of North Fourth 
Street and made an 
arrest for driving under 
the influence.

11:33 a.m.—A caller 
in the 200 block of East 
Northern Heights re-
ported that someone had 
stolen her purse some-
time the night before 
and took $800 from her 
checking account.

Nov. 3
6:50 p.m.—A caller in 

the 500 block of Jackson 
Avenue reported that a 
customer had left their 
wallet on the counter 
and left. An officer re-
turned the wallet to the 
owner.

Nov. 4
5:56 p.m.—A caller in 

the 500 block of Seward 

Street reported a politi-
cal fight involving four 
people  on the north side 
of the square, but pro-
ceeded to say the fight 
had stopped.

10:41 p.m.—An officer 
in the area of High-
way 34 and 14th Street 
reported he would be out 
with a vehicle on a traf-
fic stop. A woman was 
arrested on two Saline 
County warrants and 
lodged in the Seward 
County jail.

11:37 p.m.—A caller 
in the 200 block of North 
Sixth Street reported a 
white SUV with two men 
had just left the store 
and were heading north-
bound on Sixth Street. 
Both men were visibly 
intoxicated inside the 
store. Communication 
advised Butler County 
that the suspects had 
David City addresses, 
so the vehicle might be 
headed in that direction.

 11:57 p.m.—An officer 
in the 200 block of East 
Pinewood Avenue re-
ported a door was open 
to a building. Commu-
nications contacted the 
facility's manager and 
said it was possible there 
was still a janitor in 
the building, but would 
make sure someone 
would be en route to 
secure the building.

Nov. 5
2:06 a.m.—Officers 

were patrolling the cam-
pus in the 800 block of 
North Columbia Avenue, 
looking for a person 
with an arrest warrant.

8:32 a.m.—A caller 
in the area of North 
Columbia and Seward 
reported they had a 
front tire blow out. The 
caller was later arrested 
for driving under the 
influence and lodged in 
the Seward County Jail.

3:13 p.m.—An officer 
reported he had arrest-

ed a person in the 800 
block of North Columbia 
Avenue on a Seward 
County arrest warrant.

7:49 p.m.—A caller in 
the 300 block of Wild-
wood Road reported 
a vehicle had driven 
through their front yard, 
into the back yard and 
stopped there with the 
engine running. Upon 
arrival, an officer re-
quested a rescue unit for 
a man who had a recent 
positive Covid test. The 
man was transported to 
the hospital.

Summary 
of other calls:

	 911 misdial 2; Abuse/neglect child 
6; Alarm intrusion 1; Animal at large 3; 
Death investigation 2; Field contact 7; 
Fraud 1; Gun permit 1; Harassing phone 
call 1; Miscellaneous 17; Parking violation 
2; Property damage 1; Property found 
1; Public service 1; Reckless driving 5; 
Two-vehicle injury accident 1; Uncon-
trollable juvenile 3; Welfare check 2

Nov. 10
3:24 a.m.—An officer 

conducted a traffic stop 
in the area of Sixth 
Street and Jackson 
Avenue. A person was 
arrested on a Lincoln 
Police Department war-
rant and local charges. 
The officer also found 
drugs in the vehicle.

Nov. 11
3:34 p.m.—A caller in 

the area of Sunrise and 
East Hillcrest reported 
that someone is burning 
leaves in their driveway 
in that area.

9:29 p.m.—An officer 
reported they would be 
out with someone in the 
1300 block of 280th Road. 
The person was given a 
warning for urinating in 
public.

Summary 
of other calls:

	 911 misdial 1; Abuse/neglect child 
2; Accident-parking 1; Animal found 3; 
Animal lost 2; Barking dog 1; Coroner 
call 1; Disturbance 1; Extra patrol 2; 
Field contact 2; Fraud 1; Funeral escort 3; 
Gun permit 3; Hazard-debris 1; Juvenile 
welfare 2; Littering 1; Miscellaneous 9; 
Non-injury accident 1; Parking violation 
3; Property found 1; Public nuisance 1; 

Reckless driving 1; Search warrant 1; 
Theft 1; Traffic stop 1; Uncontrollable 
juvenile 1

Nov. 13
6:04 p.m.—An officer 

in the area of Highway 
15 and Spruce reported 
they would be on a traf-
fic stop with a truck and 
trailer that had no plate 
on the trailer. The driver 
was cited for having an 
open liquor container.

7:33 p.m.—A caller in 
the 200 block of North 
Sixth Street reported 
they had found a wallet. 
An officer returned the 
wallet to its owner.

9:12 p.m.—A caller in 
the 200 block of North 
Sixth Street reported 
a gas drive-off in the 
amount of $44.08. An of-
ficer made contact with 
the driver, who returned 
to pay the bill.

Nov. 14
9:02 p.m.—A caller in 

the 200 block of Lincoln 
Street reported a lot of 
people had gathered 
in a nearby apartment 
with loud music and 
loud talking. An officer 
advised them to keep the 
noise down.

Nov. 17
6:54 p.m.—A caller in 

the 900 block of Jackson 
Avenue reported he had 
accidentally discharged 
his weapon and no one 
was injured.

Nov.19
5 p.m.—Two officers 

reported they would be 
trying to serve an arrest 
warrant and then made 
an arrest.

Summary 
of other calls:

	 911 misdial 3; Abuse/neglect adult 
1; Abuse/neglect child 1; Animal at 
large 2; Barking dog 1; Coroner call 1; 
Disturbance 1; Drug violation 2; Extra 
patrol 1; Field contact 7; Funeral escort 1; 
Gun permit 2; Miscellaneous 11; Motorist 
assist 1; Non-injury accident 2; Ordinance 
violation 1; Parking violation 4; Property 
dispute 1; Property found 2; Public nui-
sance 2; Reckless driving 1; Terroristic 
threat 1; Traffic hazard 1; Welfare check 1

Seward Police

Traffic
Information taken 

from Seward County 
Court records.

Nov. 2 – 6
Fredrick M. McCal-

lister Jr., 21, Houston, 
Texas, careless driving, 
$100 fine.

Jefrey A. Carrillo 
Esquivel, 26, Lincoln, 
speeding 11-15 mph mu-
nicipal, $75 fine.

Jason B. Weyand, 16, 
Crete, speeding 16-20 
mph  county/state, $125 
fine.

Jonathan E. Velas-
ques Sosa, 21, Lincoln, 
speeding 21-35 mph 
municipal, $200 fine; no 
operator’s license/waiv-
erable, $75 fine.

Makenna R. Beyer, 18, 
Central City, speeding 
11-15 mph county/state, 
$75 fine.

Chandria S. Amidan, 
51, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
failure to yield ROW en-
tering roadway, $25 fine.

Timothy S. 
Ainsworth, 61, Seward, 
improper turn, $25 fine.

Spencer M. Clouse, 
41, Utica, overtake/pass 
stopped school bus, $500 
fine.
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2021 dog licenses will be on sale
beginning December 14, 2020, at the

Seward Police Department, 148 S. 1st St.

CITY OF SEWARD 2021 DOG LICENSES

Current veterinarian certificate 
including date of rabies 

vaccination must be presented 
for issuance of license.

Cost for male or
spayed female is $4.00; 

unspayed female is $6.00.

111 North 3rd Street, Suite 2 • Seward
402-643-6054

Email: crystal@campbellcleaning.com

Veteran-owned

Commercial / Residential Cleaning Services
The name To TrusT for carpeT cleaning

Seward's Junto Wine was chosen 
as one of 22 wineries to participate 
in the Nebraska Wine Passport, 
sponsored by the Milford-based Ne-
braska Winery and Grape Growers 
Association.

Passports are free and can be 
obtained at NebraskaWines.com or 
from any of the participating winer-
ies. Deadline to complete passports 
is Dec. 15.

Each stop in the passport pro-
gram brings a stamp. Those with 
10 stamps in their passport earn a 
passport t-shirt. Additional stamps 
will be entered in drawings for wine 
accessories and wine bucks.

The program's goal is to raise 
awareness for area wineries and 
promote local businesses.

“There's still time to start your 
Nebraska Wine Passport and re-
ceive stamps towards wine bucks, 
t-shirts and more,” executive di-
rector of NWGGA Kylie Schildt 
said. “Supporting local businesses 
is more important than ever, and 
the Nebraska Wine Passport offers 
a great opportunity to visit area 
wineries and tasting rooms with 
friends and family, earn stamps 
toward prizes and get a head start in 
purchasing holiday gifts.”

In addition to Junto, other winer-
ies include Capital View Winery and 
Vineyards (Roca), Cellar 426 Winery 
(Ashland), Deer Springs Winery 
(Lincoln), Feather River Vineyards 
(North Platte), Glacial Till Vineyard 

Tasting Room (Ashland), Glacial 
Till Vineyard (Palmyra), James 
Arthur Vineyards (Raymond), 
Mac's Creek Vineyards and Winery 
(Lexington), Miletta Vista Winery 
(St. Paul), Native 32 Winery (West 
Point), Niobrara Valley Vineyards 
(Nenzel), Nissen Family Vineyards 
(Hartington), Papa Moon Vineyards 
and Winery (Scottsbluff), Prairie 
Creek Vineyard and Winery (Cen-
tral City), Rich Harvest Vineyard 
and Winery (Syracuse), Safehouse 
Winery (Syracuse), Schillingbridge 
Winery and Microbrewery (Pawnee 
City), Silver Hills Vineyards and 
Winery (Tekamah), Soaring Wings 
Vineyard (Springfield), Three 
Brothers Vineyard and Winery 
(Farnam) and Whiskey Run Creek 
Vineyard and Winery (Brownville).

The passport program also in-
volves seven tasting rooms through-
out the state. Participating tasting 
rooms are: Apple House Market 
(Nebraska City), George Spencer 
Tasting Room (Gibbon), Kimmel 
Orchard and Vineyard (Nebras-
ka City), The Rose Colored Glass 
(Stromsburg), Too Far North (Fort 
Calhoun), Worstrel Family's Union 
Orchard (Union) and Whispering 
Winds Vineyards (Lincoln).

More information about the pass-
port program or about the Nebraska 
Winery and Grape Growers Associ-
ation can go to Nebraskawines.com 
or contact Schildt at (402) 761-2216.

Seward’s Junto Wine featured 
in Nebraska Wine Passport

The Seward Com-
munity Blood Bank 
has scheduled a stop 
for Wednesday, Dec. 9, 
at Harvest Hall at the 
Seward County Fair-
grounds from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.

Organizers hope to 
make this donation day 

its largest blood drive 
with a target of 100 
donors.

Presenting donors 
will receive a free bag 
of kettle corn from 
Nebraska's Best Kettle 
Corn and a free Ne-
braska Community 
Blood Bank shirt.

Appointments are 
required to donate. 
Those interested can 
go to NCBB.org/search-
drives and use sponsor 
code “SCBD” to reg-
ister, or call at (402) 
486-9414.

Organizers aim for largest 
blood drive in Seward County

Julya Metschke, Seward High 
freshman member of the Family, 
Career and Community Leaders of 
America Seward Chapter, volunteered 
to serve as the chair for a campaign 
to collect new and “like new” t-shirts 
for those in need or homeless, hoping 
to recycle the many shirts “just laying 
around.” 

The local collection sites are at the 
Seward Civic Center, 616 Bradford 
Ave., by the front door and in the SHS 
lobby, 532 Northern Heights, through 
the holidays. 

The FCCLA Committee is focusing 
on this as way to assist the homeless 
and is coordinating this effort with 
the general SHS FCCLA Chapter.

“We felt that most young adults 
have a drawer full of t-shirts that they 
may have collected through the years 
and never wear,” Metschke said. “We 
always get t-shirts at the many events 
and activities we attend and yet often 
find ourselves wearing our favorite 
t-shirts over and over. This has been 
a very successful project for the SHS 
FCCLA Chapter in the past and al-
most become an annual drive for the 
students, sort of like the annual food 
drive.

“We just feel that we can put these 

t-shirts to better use and invite others 
to join us in this campaign to collect 
a ‘ton of tees’ for others! It would be 
great to collect a ton of tees! For ex-
ample, my brother alone could fill the 
boxes several times over with all of 
his Royals tees.”

The FCCLA members are collect-
ing new and like new shirts in all 
sizes and regardless of the message on 
front (as long as it is appropriate.).

“It would be great to collect a ton of 
tees, but the theme has a nice sound 
and yet we are also realistic, know-
ing a ton is a lot of t-shirts. However, 
whatever is collected will help those 
without,” Metschke said.

The FCCLA members plan to per-
sonally deliver the shirts before the 
start of the next school term on behalf 
of their FCCLA Chapter, SHS and the 
Seward Community.

“We have been given so much in 
our lives, it is nice to be able to share 
some things with others, and a good 
way to start the new year,” Metschke 
said. 

Collection boxes will be available 
during the hours the Civic Center 
front lobby and High School lobby are 
open.

COURTESY PHOTO

Seward High freshman Julya Metschke and the Seward Chapter of Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of America are collecting new and “like new” t-shirts for those 
in need to recycle and be used by the homeless. The community is invited to donate 
t-shirts-new or like new. The shirts can be dropped off at the Seward Civic Center or SHS 
through the holidays. They will be donated to the Living Word City Mission in York after 
the first of the year.

COURTESY PHOTO

On Nov. 4, 14 Milford students attended the District Livestock Judging competition 
in York. Competitors ranked different classes of four animals, including goats, bulls, 
and lambs and gave at least one set of oral reasons for why they judged the way they 
did. Both the Junior and Senior divisions placed eighth overall in their categories.

Milford FFA competes in York

Seward FCCLA collects t-shirts

The Iliad! performed at CHS

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI

Paris (Carson Richters) and Helen (Daylee Dey) fall in love as a narrator (Reiden Fowler) 
watches during "The Greek Olympiaganza (The Iliad! The Iliad! The Iliad!)" performed 
by Centennial. The play finished second at its opening competition and second in the 
Southern Nebraska Conference contest. Centennial is scheduled to host the District C1-1 
competition Wednesday, Dec. 2.

HaveHave
somethingsomething
to celebrate?to celebrate?
Announce your
special event in the 

Seward County 
Independent. You can 

have fun with that 
special someone’s birthday, 

anniversary, baby 
announcement, 

note of thanks 
or special
occasion

with a
personal

ad. 
Contact

us at
402-643-3676

or email
office@ 

sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th Street
Seward, Nebraska

402-643-3676

Have something
to celebrate?

Announce your special event in
the Seward County Independent.

You can have fun with that special 
someone’s birthday, anniversary, 

baby announcement,  note of thanks 
or special occasion with a personal 
ad. Contact us at 402-643-3676 or email 
subscriptions@sewardindependent.com

Announce Your Special Events, 
Anniversaries, Graduations, 

Birthdays, etc in the 
Seward County 

Independent.
402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-673-3676129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-673-3676

Celebrating?
Announce your special event in the 

Seward County Independent. You can have 
fun with that special someone’s birthday,  
anniversary, baby announcement,  note of 
thanks or special occasion with a personal 

ad. Call 402-643-3676 or email
subscriptions@sewardindependent.com

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434

AnnounceAnnounce
Anniversaries,Anniversaries, 
Graduations,Graduations, 

Birthdays,Birthdays,
& more in the & more in the 

SewardSeward 
CountyCounty 

Independent.Independent.
402-643-3676402-643-3676

Announce Your
Anniversaries, 
Graduations, 

Birthdays, etc in 
the Seward County 

Independent
402-643-3676

129 S. 6th St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-643-3676

2x4

1x3

1x6

1x2

2x2

2x3

Shop local this holiday season.



8	 SEWARD COUNTY INDEPENDENT | DECEMBER 2, 2020 SEWARD COUNTY INDEPENDENT | DECEMBER 2, 2020	 9

Christmas Shopping Guide Merry
Beautiful Bright

Blessed

We’d like to take this          
      opportunity to thank you

  for shopping locally. Your
 support keeps independent

 businesses like us going, and
 we look forward to continuing

 to serve the needs of our friends
 and neighbors here in the
community for years to come.

Thank you!

PlumCreekWagyu.com

Give the Gift of Luxurious 
Wagyu Beef

Supplies are limited––Reserve Yours Today!
Free pick-up/delivery in Seward & Lincoln

20% OFF
w/ code SEWARD20

For every  
$50 GIFT CARD  

purchase, get a  
$10 GIFT CARD

FREE
(Limit $200 value)

3269 PROGRESSIVE RD. 
SEWARD, NE 68434

Offer ends 12/24/20

The Magic Starts Here!
2767 Progressive
(South Hwy 15)

Seward, NE 68434

Davisson
402-643-3777 Furniture Center

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

SWEETS
to soothe the
savage beast!

Really 
Good 
Candy!

One piece or 100 pieces!
• Clusters • Creams • Mints • Alligators

A family tradition!

1519 W. Hwy 34  •  Seward, NE 

402-643-4264

For every $50
in gift cards you buy,

Valentino’s will send you a
$10 gift card

for free.
Discount applies only

to gift card sales.

PAC ‘N’ SAVE 
DISCOUNT GROCERY 
We Are Local. We Are Family.

1519 WEST HWY 34 • SEWARD, NE • 402-643-6609

Stop at

Gift
Cards!

Fresh
SUSHI!

Leader Brand
Vitamins

Buy One, Get One 
50% Off

1519 W Hwy. 34, Seward
402-643-2918 • pacnsaverx.com

Redeem at pharmacy counter only. 
Product of equal or lesser value. 

Bring in coupon (ad).
Expires Dec. 31, 2020.

Remember to finish 
your Christmas 
shopping locally! 
Stop by each of these 
businesses for some 
great in-store
specials! Shop

Local !

My favorite Christ-
mas tradition is going 
to the Seward Christ-
mas Festival with my 
family. It is a special 
day that happens on 
Thanksgiving week-
end. Our whole town 
of Seward gets into the 
Christmas spirit!

First, we go down-
town to see Santa and 
Mrs. Claus arrive in a 
fire truck, and we take 
pictures with them in 
their house. Then my 
two sisters, my broth-
er, and I take pictures 
on the sleigh near the 
reindeer. Next, we go 
and make reindeer 
food. The sparkles in 
the food help the rein-
deer to find our house 
on Christmas Eve. We 
also get to eat yummy 
reindeer cookies with 
antlers made out of 
pretzels.

After that, it’s time for my favorite 
part of the Christmas Festival. We 
walk to the Civic Center to look at 
all of the Legos that are on display. 
I enter at least one thing in this 
contest each year. Last year, I built a 
Christmas train with my older sister 
for the family division of the contest. 
I also built a Christmas spaceship to 
enter on my own.

Later in the day, my family and I 
search for a spot to sit for the Lighted 
Christmas Parade. I like chasing the 
candy that is thrown from the people 
on the floats. I also like seeing all of 
the beautiful lights on the floats. The 
floats are so colorful!

These are some of my biggest 
reasons why the Seward Christmas 
Festival is my favorite Christmas 
tradition. I can’t wait to celebrate 
with my family at the Christmas 
Festival again this year!

–Landon Samuels, 8

My favorite Christmas tradition is 
going to my Nana and Papa’s farm. 
At their house we play with our aunt 
Emily’s dog, Adley. We play in the 
snow and build snowmen. We play in 
the big tree in their front yard, play 
in our mom’s old forts, and jump on 
hay bales covered with snow, and 

we play with Frankie, their kitten. 
Frankie is light grey with dark grey 
stripes all over. He is really cute!!! I 
love him so much!

When our great aunt Doris comes, 
she always brings pink salad. I 
love pink salad!!! She also brings 
a delicious salad with marshmal-
lows, which I love! Our Nana makes 
scalloped corn, which my big sister 
Mackenna loves, but I think isn’t 
very good. Sometimes we have chick-
en, but most of the time we have beef 
from Papa’s cows that he takes care 
of.

We each have a cow. Mine is 
named Alyssa, and she has a baby 
calf every year. This year’s calf is a 
bull named Brown Sugar.

After dinner we all gather around 
the Christmas tree. We all open 
presents from youngest to oldest! I 
always get wonderful and awesome 
presents!!!

I have to miss it this year, but at 
least I get to be with my new little 
sister, Greta Rae, born Nov. 12, 2020. 
She is really cute!!! I haven’t seen or 
held her yet but we have some really 
good pictures and videos of her!

This year for Christmas I am 
wishing for a remote-control drone 
and a cat (just like Frankie!)

– Sawyer Wollenburg, 9

Curtis family among winners of 
Christmas Lego contest Nov. 28

The 2020 Christmas Lego Contest 
was held Nov. 28 at Seward Memorial 
Library. Entries were separated into 
three age groups and there was a fam-
ily category as well. Winning entries 
in each category were:

Ages 0-5: 1. Charlie Curtis, Seward; 
2. Lily Curtis, Seward.

Ages 6-8: 1. Ella Curtis, Seward; T2. 

Josh Eberspacher, Beaver Crossing; 
T2. Matthew Wintz, Seward; 3. Liam 
Gerner, Seward.

Ages 9-12: 1. Jordan Ramaekers, 
Aurora; 2. Chloe Wintz, Seward; T3. 
Annie Curtis, Seward; T3. Nolan 
Koranda, Staplehurst.

Family: The Curtis Family, 
Seward.

“While numbers 
were a bit down from 
some previous years, 
we still had hundreds of 
people visit the beauti-
ful Christmas trees this 
year during the Seward 
Christmas Festival 
with a very steady flow 
of guest all day,” Jean 
Kolterman of the GFWC 
Seward Woman’s Club 
said. “Personally, I 
think this is the most 
beautiful set of decorat-
ed trees this year. They 
were the best yet and 
I encourage others to 
stop by the Civic Center 
and see the display, as 
many plan to keep their 
trees in the room. The 
GFWC Seward Wom-
an’s Club again hosted 
the annual “Festival of 
Trees–Twelve Trees of 
Christmas” during the 
2020 Christmas Festival 
in Seward with a free 
admission to all.

The exhibit of Christ-
mas Trees featured 
trees sponsored by the 
churches in the Greater 
Seward Area-with the 
exhibit opening Nov. 28 
during the 2020 Seward 
Christmas festival.

While admission is 
free, the GFWC Seward 
Woman’s Club is col-
lected stocking hats 
and socks for all ages 

to be donated to the 
area City Missions and 
their “club” tree at the 
entrance of the Civic 
Center featured socks 
and stocking caps. 

The Christmas trees 
focused on church 
heritage, as well as a 
variety promoted the 
Christmas message. 
These trees also helped 
promote the area 
churches and many 
were sponsored by the 
outreach committees, 
the church’s PR com-
mittee, as well as youth 
groups and Sunday 
School classes, ladies 
groups, and a youth/
Godparent group. 

Churches involved in 
the exhibit included The 
Seward United Method-
ist Church, Garland’s 
Zion Lutheran Church 
(LCMS), Grace Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church 
(WELS) in Seward, 
Seward’s Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Frieden’s 
United Church of Christ 
in Seward, the Seward 
Church of Christ on 
Kolterman Avenue, St. 
John Lutheran Church 
(LCMS) in Seward, the 
Beaver Crossing Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 
Faith Lutheran Church 
in Seward (ELCA), St. 
Vincent de Paul Cath-

olic Church in Seward 
and Living Word Lu-
theran Church (LCMS) 
in Seward, as well as 
the GFWC Seward 
Woman’s Club stocking 
cap tree.

The exhibit is still 
open at the Seward Civ-
ic Center, 616 Bradford 
Street in Seward in the 
West Fireplace room 
and is open when the 
building is open. 

This is the third year 
the GFWC has hosted 
this event during the 
Seward Christmas Fes-
tival. This last year the 
GFWC Seward Wom-
an’s Club invited local 
schools to sponsor trees 
and almost every school 
and school district were 
represented in the 2019 
exhibit. In 2018, the 
GFWC Seward Wom-
an’s Club invited civic 
groups to sponsor trees.

Donations of caps, 
both homemade and 
purchased, can be 
donated until Dec. 16 
when they will be boxed 
up and presented to the 
area City Missions. 

For more informa-
tion contact GFWC 
Project Chairman, 
Jean Kolterman at (402) 
643-3803 or email her at 
dko5811@windstream.
net.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Curtis family won the family category of the Christmas Lego contest on Nov. 28. 
Pictured are, from left, Lily, Charlie, Ella and Annie.

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured are, from left, Landon Samuels and Sawyer Wollen-
burg. Samuels won the Little Drummer Boy essay contest 
and Wollenburg won the Sugar Plum Fairy essay contest 
on Nov. 28.

Christmas essay winners named

Did somebody say Christmas?
BRADY OLTMANS’SCI

Christmas lights arranged to show Christmas trees and toys are among the displays 
at the Magical Lights of Seward at Seward County Fairgrounds.

COURTESY PHOTO

Winners in the annual GFWC Seward Woman’s Club Ugly Sweater Contest are, from left, 
Jacob Roberts, Melanie Roberts and Cliff Lowell.

The GFWC Seward Woman’s Club 
annually sponsors the Seward Ugly 
Sweater Contest during the Seward 
Christmas Festival. 

This year the contest was Nov. 28. 
The contest was emceed and coor-
dinated by GFWC Seward Woman’s 
Club member Bonnie Kruse.

The 2020 winners included Youth 
Division, Jacob Roberts, “Most Clev-
er Award;” Adult Division, Melanie 
Roberts, “Sexist Sweater;” and Over 
50 Division, Cliff Lowell, “Ugly but 
Classy” Sweater Award. The Grand 
Prize Award was presented to Mela-
nie Roberts.

Because of Covid-19, contestants 
were required to wear a mask, hand 
sanitizer was available and the 
contestants were spaced for social 

distancing during the contest. 
Judges for the contest were volun-

teers from the Seward Rotary Club 
Jon Kruse and Zane Francescato, 
both of Seward. All of the partici-
pants received the Ugly Sweater card 
game, an Ugly Sweater button and an 
Ugly Sweater key chain. 

Each of the Finalists/ First Place 
Division winners won an Ugly 
Sweater Christmas tree ornament 
and a special Ugly Sweater trophy. 
The Grand Prize winner received a 
complete kit to make and decorate an 
ugly sweater for next year.

All the prizes, awards and tro-
phies were donated by the sponsor of 
the event, the GFWC Seward Wom-
an’s Club.

Winners named in sweater contest
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Area
Churches

Calvary Baptist Church
208 East Bek Ave. • Seward • 402-643-3575

www.cbcseward.com
Pastor Timothy A. Ruegg

Sunday School (all ages) .......................10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .....................11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Worship ....................... 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study .............. 7:00 p.m.

Church of Christ
1422 Kolterman Ave. • Seward • 402-643-5802

www.sewardchurchofchrist.com
Pastor: Dr. Mike Case

Sunday Worship ....................... 9:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................... Small groups 

Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1245 North 2nd St. • Seward • 402-643-6116

www.faithseward.org
Pastor Greg Gabriel

Sunday Worship ......................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages ....................10:45 a.m.

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
2668 Hwy 6 (1 mi. West of Milford) • 402-761-3416

www.goodshepherd-milford.org 
Pastor Steve Stork

Sunday Adult Bible Study .......................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ....................................10:00 a.m.
Monday Worship .................................... 6:30 p.m.
Adult Bible Study........................Thurs., 8:30 a.m.
Kids’ Bible Classes, Pre-K through 6th grade .......
..........  (during school year) Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
Confirmation Class.................................................
.................. (during school year) Wednesday night

Grace Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)

746 Pinewood Ave. • Seward • 402-643-4131
www.graceseward.org

Pastor Mark A. Haefner
Sunday Bible Class .................................8:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship ......................................8:45 a.m.
Sunday School and Fellowship ...............9:45 a.m.

Great Plains Community Church
1155 May St. • Goehner • 402-730-2594

Pastor Galen Skinner
Sunday Worship. ...................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Night, Adult Bible Studies,
    Children and Teen Activities .............. 7:00 p.m.

Hillcrest Evangelical Free Church
2433 Progressive Rd. • Seward • 402-643-2316

Senior Pastor Curt Coddington 
Administrative Pastor Brant Taylor

Associate Pastor Brad Johnson
Worship Pastor Kyle Soflin
Youth Pastor Zach Mulvihill

Sunday School & Adult Bible Classes ....9:45 a.m.
Sunday Worship ................8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday
    Children and Teen Activities .............. 6:30 p.m.

Holy Cross Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
1042 May St. • Goehner • 816-308-7859

Pastor James Dahlke
Sunday Worship ......................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class Following Worship

Lighthouse Pentecostal Church
201 S. 11th • Seward • 402-641-3494

Pastor Timothy Daywitt
Sunday Worship ..............10:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Worship (Deaf Signing) .............7:00 p.m.

Living Word Lutheran Church (LCMC)
1300 West Hillcrest • Seward • 402-643-6445

www.livingwordseward.org
Pastor Scott Krohn

Saturday Worship (1st & 3rd Sat.) ........... 5:30 p.m.
Relaxed Worship

Sunday Worship ....................................... 9:00 a.m.
Traditional; Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays

   Bible Study ..........................................11:00 a.m.
Words on Wednesday (WOW)........................6:30 p.m.

Varied activities by age, from youth to adults

Mighty Fortress
Lutheran Church (AALC)

Partner in ministry with the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

252 N. 6th St. • Seward • 402-953-FORT (3678)
www.mightyfortress.us • Like us on Facebook

Sunday Worship ...................................... 11:00 a.m

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (LCMS)
3.5 miles west of Staplehurst • 402-535-2625

Pastor Shawn Kitzing
Worship (church in the country) .................. 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School (school in Staplehurst)...... 10:30 a.m.
Bible Class (school in Staplehurst) ........... 10:30 a.m.

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
401 Dimery • Beaver Crossing • 402-532-2545

Msgr. Mark Huber
Saturday Worship .....................................5:00 p.m.
Mon., Tue., Thurs., Fri. Mass ...................8:00 a.m.

Confessions 30 minutes before every Mass 

Seward United Methodist Church
1400 N. 5th St. • Seward • 402-643-4156

Rev. Dr. Mary Kay Totty, Lead Pastor
Rev. JoEllen Axthelm, Associate Pastor

Sunday Traditional Worship
    (in person and online) ............................ 8:00 a.m.
Sunday Small Groups ................................ 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Praise Worship 
    (in person and online) .......................... 10:30 a.m.

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
6th & Hillcrest • Seward • 402-643-3829

Rev. Pam Williams
Sunday Worship ..................................... 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School ....................................... 10:30 a.m.
Clergy office hrs. ...............................Wed. by appt.

St. John Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
919 N. Columbia • Seward • 402-643-2983

www.stjohnseward.org
Pastor Scott Bruick • Pastor Andy Schermbeck

Pastor David Rempfer
Saturday Worship .....................................5:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship. ........................ 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Education Hour ......................... 10:00 a.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS)
200 Paris St. • Cordova • 402-576-3211

Pastor Brian Tuma
Sunday Worship. ...................................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School/Adult Bible Study ......... 10:30 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
110 3rd St. • Utica • 402-532-2545

Msgr. Mark Huber
Sunday Mass ............................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mass ......................................7:00 a.m.

Confessions 30 minutes before every Mass 

St. Paul Lutheran Church
1100 ‘D’ St. • Utica • 402-534-2200

Pastor Jon Dunbar
Pastor of Visitation: Pastor Richard Gudgel

Sunday Worship ....................................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Study ..... 10:15 a.m.

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church 
152 Pinewood Ave. • Seward • 402-643-3421
www.stvincentseward.org / See our FB page

Msgr. Robert Tucker
Saturday Evening Mass ............................5:30 p.m. 
Sunday Mass. ...............................8:00 & 10:00 a.m.

Confessions 30 minutes before each Mass

The Rock (LCMS)
237 S. 3rd  • Seward • 402-643-6624

therockseward.org • info@therockseward.org
Pastor Michael Meyer

Sunday Worship ..................................... 10:00 a.m.

Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS)
370 Fourth Street  • Garland • 402-588-2229

Zionlcms@revddobb.com
Pastor David Dobbertien

Sunday Worship ....................................... 9:00 a.m.

Following Worship

Some churches have resumed 
services with restrictions.

Please check with the church 
before attending any services.

DECEMBER 4-5
Stuff the Cruiser to help local children
	 The annual Stuff the Cruiser toy drive will take place over two weekends this year. 
Seward County Mutual Aide will be hosting the drive at Walmart on Nov. 28 and 29 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. each day. The local campaign is scheduled for Dollar General 
and Orschelen’s in Seward on Friday, Dec. 4, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. There is also a 
box for toys in the store for collections after the fact. The Stuff the Cruiser team will 
be at Walmart on Friday, Dec. 4, from 3 to 7 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 5, from 10 a.m. 
through 3 p.m.
	 Toys can be dropped off at the Seward Police Department anytime. The Police 
Department is located at 159 S. First Street, Seward.
	 Parents of the children are given the opportunity to select the toys they’d like for 
their children during their scheduled shopping appointment on Saturday, Dec. 12, at 
the Seward Civic Center.
	 To nominate a child for gifts, contact the Stuff the Cruiser hotline at (402) 646-
5755 from 9 a.m. through 7 p.m. by Thursday, Dec. 3. Information needed includes 
parent’s name, child’s name and age and sex of the child and gift ideas. A shopping 
time will be scheduled with the caller on Saturday, Dec. 12. The program is for chil-
dren newborn through age 12.
 

DECEMBER 5
Milford to host Santa Saturday
	 The Milford Kiwanis Club will sponsor Santa Saturday at the Milford Elementary 
School Saturday Dec. 5, from 9 to 11 a.m. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be in the drop-off 
lane, and visitors will be able to drive through with a stop to share wishes with Santa. 
Free-will donations will be accepted and go to the PTO playground equipment proj-
ect. Santa will tour the town from 3:30 to 5 p.m. with candy for those waiting for him 
outside.

DECEMBER 6
Holiday decorations to be judged
	 The Seward Rotary Club and the Seward High Future Business Leaders of America 
are again sponsoring a Holiday Home Outdoor Lighting Contest for the homes in 
Seward to celebrate Christmas in Seward on Sunday, Dec. 6. To nominate a home or 
self-nominate your home, contact Sandy Wright at the Jones Bank in Seward at (402) 
643-3602 or email Clark Kolterman at clark.kolterman@sewardschools.org. Please 
share the address and name of the resident being nominated. Judging will start at 6 
p.m. Dec. 6.

DECEMBER 12
Santa’s coming for breakfast
	 The annual Seward Rotary Club Breakfast with Santa is scheduled for Saturday, 
Dec. 12, at 9 a.m. in the basement of the Seward Civic Center. The admission fee for 
all attending is $1 per person. Andrew Malan, “Seward’s Mr. Magic,” will again per-
form. The event is co-sponsored by the Seward Rotary Club and the Seward High Fam-
ily, Career and Community Leaders of America. The event features a light breakfast 
of donuts, juice, milk, and candy. It will also include music, magic, singing, prizes, 
candy and of course a visit from Santa. Door prizes will be awarded at the conclusion. 
Contact Clark Kolterman with questions at clark.kolterman@sewardschools.org.

THROUGH DECEMBER 13
Read and walk around square
	 Two holiday stories have been selected for families to enjoy through Sunday, 
Dec. 13. Readers will travel around the Courthouse Square to read the book pages 
displayed in the front windows of businesses. Another book will be located around 
the inside of Seward Memorial Library. Not only will the children enjoy holiday 
stories, but they will also discover a secret message as they visit each page. Pick up a 
StoryWalk® card on Nov. 28 or any time after, and join in the holiday fun. Turn in your 
card with the hidden message and you could win a prize in the random drawing on 
Dec. 14.

DECEMBER 19
Winter farmers market planned
	 The Winter Seward Farmers Market will be Saturday, Dec. 19, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at 612 Seward St.

DURING DECEMBER
Library winter ‘card’ available now
	 Stop in Seward Memorial Library or print online the Winter Library ‘Card’ reading 
challenge. There are new suggestions and activities on the 16 square grid. Complete 
a column or row, or the entire card, and turn it in for the next random cash drawing 
provided by the Friends of Seward Library. You will have one entry for each row or 
column you complete. Have fun discovering new materials in the library and maybe 
you will be rewarded! All cards must be returned by Dec. 31. The drawing will take 
place in early January.

Employees from the Waco Breeding 
and Product Supply Corn Facilities 
partnered with Centennial Public 
Schools to sponsor an initiative creat-
ed by Jake Polk, Centennial Elementa-
ry physical education teacher, called 
“Ball for All.”

The purpose of the initiative is to 
get a sports ball into the hands of all 
elementary students to stay active 
while at home.

“I hear from individual students on 
multiple occasions about not having a 
ball at home to play with and it breaks 
my heart,” Polk said. 

As part of Bayer’s vision – Health 
for All, Hunger for None, the Bayer 
facilities acted immediately upon 
this initiative and helped bring it to 
life with Polk. During a trying time, 
this initiative focuses on healthy and 
active youth development and Bayer is 

proud to be able to give students in the 
local community a way to stay active 
at home. 240 elementary students at 
Centennial Elementary were able 
to choose either a basketball, volley-
ball or football. On Nov. 13, a team 
of Bayer colleagues and Centennial 
staff hand delivered the balls to each 
student. 

“For me to know that young stu-
dents will now have a new means to 
stay active at home, with sports ball 
that they got to choose themselves, 
is such a great feeling. To be a part 
of a company that allows us to help 
our community when asked and 
help bring the initiative Ball for All 
and the Bayer vision, Health for All, 
Hunger for None to life is an amazing 
feeling,” Jerry Garcia, Waco Breeding 
Site Lead, said. 

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Jim Dowling, Waco Product Supply Site Lead, Krista Koranda, Waco Product 
Supply Production Lead, Jake Polk, Centennial Elementary physical education teacher, 
and Ashleigh Browning, Waco Breeding Operations Lead, prepare to distribute balls to 
students at Centennial Elementary.

10 VENTSE Seward County IndependentDecember 2, 2020

Page

Memorial ornaments on display
	 Ornaments donated in memory of loved ones can be viewed in the display 
case at Seward Memorial Library during December. If you would like to remember 
someone special, the library will accept ornament memorials throughout the month. 
Ornaments and information about the deceased should be given to staff. The memo-
rials will be available for viewing each December so the legacy of your special person 
will continue.

Santa makes plans to be in Seward
	 Santa and Mrs. Claus will be in their house on the north side of the courthouse 
on Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays in December. Hours are Thursdays, Dec. 3, 10 
and 17, from 6 to 8 p.m.; Saturdays, Dec. 5, 12 and 19, from 3 to 5 p.m.; and Sundays, 
Dec. 6, 13 and 20, from 1 to 3 p.m. Visits will be contactless, and masks are encour-
aged.

JANUARY 29
Save the date and study up
	 The 11th annual PTL Trivia Night is coming to the Ag Pavilion on Friday, Jan. 29. 
Doors open at 5:45 p.m. and trivia starts at 7:15 p.m. The team with the most correct 
trivia answers wins $400; second place wins $200. All proceeds will benefit the chil-
dren of St. John. Cost is $200 per table of eight players, and must be paid in advance. 
Registration opened Oct. 5, and closes Jan. 22. You may register your team at http://
www.tinyurl.com/stjohntrivia. The event will follow public gathering guidelines from 
Four Corners Health Department. Participants will be asked to wear masks when 

away from their team table. For more information, email stjohntrivia@gmail.com 
or call Michelle Meyer at (402) 219-3008. Also, contact Meyer to be a corporate or 
memorial sponsor for a team or trivia round. The backup date is March 26.

THURSDAYS
Family history questions? Society can help
	 The Seward County Genealogical Society meets every Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 
2 p.m. downstairs at the Civic Center.

TOPS meets weekly
	 Take Off Pounds Sensibly, a nonprofit weight management organization, meets 
every Thursday in the Audio-Visual Room at the Seward Civic Center. Weigh-in starts 
at 11:15 a.m., with meetings from noon to 12:30 p.m. The first meeting is free. Masks 
are worn and social distancing is practiced.

FRIDAYS
Test Nebraska set in Seward
	 Test Nebraska will be available in Seward on Fridays in December from 9 to 11 
a.m. in the west parking lot across the street from the Seward Family Medical Center. 
Individuals must register for testing. Visit testnebraska.com to take the online assess-
ment to see if your are eligible to receive a free COVID-19 test. For more information, 
visit Test Nebraska.

Play ball!
Waco facility helps Centennial students

Stuff 
cruiser

	 The Seward Rotary Club and 
the Seward Police Department, 
along with the help of the Seward 
Blue Valley Community Action 
program, the Seward County Diver-
sion Office, Seward County Mutual 
Aid and the Seward Concordia 
Rotaract Club, will collect toys for 
their annual toy drive campaign 
to Stuff the Cruiser for disadvan-
taged/underprivileged children of 
Seward County.
	 The groups are accepting new 
toy donations and cash gifts to 
supplement the campaign. 
	 The local campaign is 
scheduled for Dollar General and 
Orschelen’s in Seward on Friday, 
Dec. 4, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
There is also a box for toys in the 
store for collections after the fact.
	 The Stuff the Cruiser team will 
be at Walmart on Friday, Dec. 4, 
from 3 to 7 p.m. and Saturday, 
Dec. 5, from 10 a.m. through 3 
p.m.
	 To nominate a child for gifts, 
contact the Stuff the Cruiser ho-
tline at (402) 646-5755 from 9 a.m. 
through 7 p.m. by Thursday, Dec. 
3. Information needed includes 
parent’s name, child’s name and 
age and sex of the child and gift 
ideas.
	 A shopping time will be sched-
uled with the caller on Saturday, 
Dec. 12. The program is for chil-
dren who are newborn through 
age 12.
	 If you are unable to come the 
date of distribution, arrangements 
will be made to pick up gifts at 
the Seward Police Station.
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REAL ESTATE

PLACE
YOUR AD
   TODAY!

402-643-3676

E Q U A L  H O U S I N G  O P P O R T U N I T Y
All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, family status, or national origin, or an intention, to 
make such preference, limitation or discrimination.” Family status includes children under 
the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians; pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.

 The Independent will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-642-6112. http://www.nol.org/home/NEOC.

OPEN
HOUSE

Sunday, Dec. 6
1:00–2:00 p.m.

1171 Ironwood Dr.
Seward

UNDERWOOD
TEAM P.C.

Al Underwood
Ashley CrowdellEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY REALTOR
®

402-643-3300
655 SOUTH ST.
SEWARD, NE

2867 Progressive Rd. * Seward
$76,400

200 Montana Circle * Utica
$23,500

Pine St. * Seward
$49,500/lot

6 Commercial Lots 
Available

629 Jackson Ave. * Seward
$194,000

420-430 1st St. * Utica
$84,500

1791 154th Road * Garland
$375,000

1171 Ironwood Dr. * Seward
$246,000

Agent/Owner

PRICE REDUCED!

www.underwoodTeam4You.com

113 Goldenrod Ln. * Seward
$465,000

SIMULATED

SOLD
20 Depot St. * Seward

$135,000

NEW LISTING!

Shelly Nitz
402-641-0698
shelly.nitz@woodsbros.com

Kelby Nitz
402-646-0429
kelby.nitz@woodsbros.com

112 S. 4TH ST., SEWARD, NE 68434   |   (402) 643-2541 • (800) 574-7556   |   WWW.WOODSBROS.COM

Angela Mueller
402-646-8826
angela.mueller@woodsbros.com

612 Roberts St • Seward
2 BR, 2 BA, Over 2800 Sq Ft

$224,500

1250 Augusta Dr • Seward
4 BR, 3 BA, 3 Car Garage

$325,000

335-409 S 3rd St • Seward
 5 Residential Lots • $154,000
336-346 Ash St • Seward
 3 Residential Lots • $92,400
105 Dakota Cir • Utica
 1 Acre • $27,500

LAND/BUILDING LOTS

677 Cory Dr • Seward
3 BR, 2 BA, Over 2300 SF

$299,000

1748 N 1st St • Seward
3 BR, 3 BA, 2600+ SF

$299,000

1360 River St • Seward
3 BR, 2 BA, 2 Car Garage

$159,900

218 Shannon Rd • Seward
3 BR, 1.5 BA, Split Level

$160,000

NEW LISTING!

1749 Meadow Lane Dr • Seward
3 BR, 2 BA, All Brick

$179,500

1768 Meadow Lane • Seward
4 BR, 2 BA, Move In Ready  

$225,000

1143 Rainbow Ave • Seward
4 BR, 3 BA, Move In Ready

$266,000

FOR RENT
Rent Sokol Hall for various social 
and business functions. Hall is 
air-conditioned and handicap 
accessible. Contact Lumir 
Sukovaty at 402-821-2429 or 
Leon Slama at 402-239-2857. 
For kolaches, contact Joan 
Kotas at 402-821-2971.

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT
New kitchen, dishwasher, stove, 
refrigerator, fireplace & A/C. 
Laundry available. $475 p/
mo. No Pets. No Smoking. 515 
South 2nd St-Seward. Call 402-
641-2584.

AVAILABLE NOW. One bedroom 
house. Main usage on first floor. 
$800 rent plus utilities. Located 
on acreage close to Crete. Ideal 
for one person or couple. No 
smoking or pets. 402-826-6289 
leave message. 

1  &  2  BR  Garden  leve l 
APARTMENTS.  Call for details. 
402-641-2580 

1 ,  2  a n d  3  B E D R O O M 
APARTMENTS. 30-day lease. No 
pets. No smoking. Also garages 
for rent. Located at 22nd and 
Ivy-Crete. 402-310-8030

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

This Institution is an 
Equal Opportunity  
Provider/Employer

Autumnwood
Apartments
1 BEDROOM

& 2 BEDROOM
TOWNHOUSES

1236 Kolterman • Seward, NE

On-site laundry
Off-street parking

Rent based on income
• 402-643-6528 •

APARTMENTS
NOW AVAILABLE

Grapevine Villas
1209 2nd St., Friend

2 Bedroom w/single garage
For more information,

please call Cornerstone Associates
402-748-3661

Senior Housing

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in 
over 150 newspapers. Reach 
thousands of readers for 
$225/25 word ad. Contact 
your local newspaper or call 
1-800-369-2850.

A-1 DONATE your car, running 
or not!! Fast Free Pickup. 
Maximum tax deduct ion. 
Support United Breast Cancer 
Foundation programs. Your car 
donation could save a life. 888-
981-7797.

DONATE YOUR car or truck to 
Heritage for the Blind. Free 3 
Day Vacation, tax deductible, 
free towing. All paperwork 
taken care of. Call 1-877-730-
8167. 

DIAGNOSED WITH Lung Cancer? 
You may qualify for a substantial 
cash award - even with smoking 
history. No obligation! We’ve 
recovered millions. Let us help!! 
Call 24/7, 855-795-0956. 

B A N K R U P T C Y :  F R E E 
consultation. Lowest rates. 
No office visit required. As 
Nebraska’s #1 bankruptcy 
firm, we have helped thousands 
of clients file bankruptcy in 
all 93 Nebraska counties. 
We can Stop garnishments 
and foreclosures fast. www.
SamTurcoLaw.net. Call 402-
965-0424 or send e-mail to 
info@SamTurcoLawOffices.
com.

DIRECTV - EVERY live football 
game, every Sunday - anywhere 
-  on your favorite device. 
Restrictions apply. Call IVS, 
1-855-977-3794.

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
needed.  $40/month .  65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. Call 
1-855-417-4299. 

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message 
to 155 newspapers across 
Nebraska for one low price! 
Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.
nebpress.com for more details.

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand on all your favorite 
screens. Choice Package, 
$64.99/month plus taxes for 
12 months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. W/24-mo. 
agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/month is extra & applies. 
Call IVS 1-855-763-0124.

VIASAT SATELLITE Internet. 
Up to 12 mbps plans starting 
at $30/month. Our fastest 
speeds (up to 50 mbps) & 
unlimited data plans start at 
$100/month. Call Viasat today: 
1-877-255-9312. 

U P  T O  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  o f 
Guaranteed Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
quest ions .  Cash  to  he lp 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company, 866-982-
2256 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/ne

HUGHESNET SATELLITE Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
month! Get More Data. Free 
Off-Peak Data. Fast download 
speeds. WiFi built in! Free 
Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited time, call 
1-844-290-3051.

TWO GREAT new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy 
510e on us with AT&T’s Buy 
One, Give One offer. While 
supplies last! Call 1-855-574-
9119.

DISH NETWORK $59.99 for 
190 Channels. Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/month (where 
available). Switch & Get a Free 
$100 Visa Gift Card. Free Voice 
Remote. Free HD DVR. Free 
Streaming on All Devices. Call 
today! 1-877-688-4784.

DOES YOUR basement or crawl 
space need some attention? 
Call  Thrasher Foundation 
Repair. A permanent solution 
for waterproofing,  fai l ing 
foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty  crawl  spaces. 
Free Inspection & Same Day 
Estimate. Call 1-844-958-3431.

THE COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. Have 
$10K in debt? Credit Cards, 
Medical Bills, Car Loans. Call 
National Debt Relief! We can 
help! Get a Free debt relief 
quote. Call 1-866-834-5927.

EARTHL INK H IGH Speed 
Internet. As low as $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months). 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
technology. Stream videos, 
music and more! Call Earthlink 
today, 1-844-254-0368.

LIFE ALERT, One press of a 
button sends help Fast, 24/7! 
At home and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. Free First 
Aid Kit (with subscription). Call 
855-663-0118. Free Brochure.

BECOME A Published Author. 
We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing - trusted 
by authors since 1920. Book 
manuscr ip t  submiss ions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Ser v ices: 
Consultation,  Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for your free Author’s Guide, 
1-877-858-2822 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/Nebraska.

ARKETPLACEM
STATEWIDES

1014 1st Street, Milford
$152,500

496 N. F Street, Milford
$270,000

1417 Co Rd D, Lots 1-10 
$15,000-$17,000

10 Lots in Dorchester

512 5th Street, Milford
$159,000

1014 1st Street, Milford
$152,500

496 N. F Street, Milford
$270,000

1417 Co Rd D, Lots 1-10 
$15,000-$17,000

10 Lots in Dorchester

512 5th Street, Milford
$159,0001014 1st Street, Milford

$152,500

496 N. F Street, Milford
$270,000

1417 Co Rd D, Lots 1-10 
$15,000-$17,000

10 Lots in Dorchester

512 5th Street, Milford
$159,000

1014 1st Street, Milford
$152,500

496 N. F Street, Milford
$270,000

1417 Co Rd D, Lots 1-10 
$15,000-$17,000

10 Lots in Dorchester

512 5th Street, Milford
$159,000

308 Ash St., Seward • $210,000
Town home with finished basement. 
3 bd; 3 baths; open floor plan; 
granite counter; tile backsplash, 
stainless appliances, two-stall garage.

248 N. 2nd St.
Seward • $170,000

UNDER CONTRACT

1014 1st St., Unit 2
Milford • $152,500 
2 bd; 2 baths 

UNDER CONTRACT

201 S. A St. • Milford 
$250,000 • 5 bd; 3 baths 

UNDER CONTRACT

PRICE REDUCED

Meals on Wheels Thanksgiving delivery continues
by Dr. Paul Hoff
Seward Meals on Wheels

About 48 years ago, a much 
younger JoAnn Hoff and her 
good friend Jane Jones got 
the idea to start a service for 
people who needed a meal. 	
	 It might be temporary, like 
after a hospital stay, or after 
losing a spouse or hundreds 
of other reasons. These were 
people who could stay in 
their own home, but needed 
a well-rounded meal at least 
once a day.

Soon after, Meals on 
Wheels of Seward began. 
This was not to take the place 
of food stamps or other coun-

ty or state programs and no 
federal, state or county funds 
would be used at any time.

But that’s a whole other 
story. This story is about 
Christmas and Thanksgiv-
ing.

In the beginning, we 
wanted to give the cook, Della 
Miers, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas off. Jane said she 
would take Christmas and 
Jo would take Thanksgiving 
and they would prepare and 
deliver meals on those days. 
Jane passed away a number 
of years ago, but JoAnn has 
continued the tradition for 45 
out of the past 47 years.

Even though she has a 

condition called ‘retinitis 
pigmentosa’ and has lost 90% 
of her sight, she was deter-
mined to provide for our cus-
tomers that would be home 
alone this Thanksgiving. 

Usually, we would have 
five to eight takers on the 
holidays and pick up our 
meal from St. John Luther-
an, but this year because of 
the virus St. John canceled 
their Thanksgiving dinner. 
A record 18 people asked for 
a meal.

“Not to fret,” she said, 
“We’ll just buy a second 
turkey.”

So, starting on Tuesday 
night, the dessert was pre-

pared (a pumpkin recipe 
from our youngest daughter), 
followed by the cranberries – 
fresh, of course. On Wednes-
day the turkeys were thawed, 
and the potatoes were peeled. 
Next came all the dressing 
plus the gravy, of course.

All was ready for Thurs-
day when she called on her 
hubby to do the carving and 
dishing out. He always knew 
she was a wonder but couldn’t 
believe how an 85-year-old 
mostly-blind woman could 
take on 21 meals (three more, 
of course, because she had 
asked our neighbor to join us 
for dinner after deliveries) 
like it was a walk in the park. 

That neighbor, Charles Ore, 
took one batch of food and 
hubby took the other and all 
was delivered and back home 
in time for a scrumptious 
dinner of our own by 12:30 
p.m.. Mission accomplished.

I did hear her mention, 
however, that she thought 
maybe this should be the last 
time. Opportunity is calling 
for anyone so inclined – 
meanwhile Seward Meals on 
Wheels continues as it has for 
going on 48 years – and nary 
a dime of taxpayer’s money 
involved. Volunteerism does 
work.

Meanwhile if you’ll excuse 
me – nap time.

Ready, set … show your holiday cheer in annual lighting contest
The Seward Rotary 

Club and the Seward 
High Future Business 
Leaders of America are 
again sponsoring a Holi-

day Home Outdoor Light-
ing Contest for the homes 
in Seward to celebrate 
Christmas in Seward on 
Sunday, Dec. 6. 

To nominate a home or 
self-nominate your home, 
contact Sandy Wright 
at the Jones Bank in 
Seward at (402) 643-3602 

or email Clark Kolter-
man at clark.kolterman@
sewardschools.org. Share 
the address and name of 
the resident being nomi-

nated. 
The homes will be 

judged on Sunday, Dec. 6, 
starting at 6 p.m. A large 
category of awards will 

be presented by the judg-
es. The winners and hon-
orable mention awardees 
will be announced in the 
Independent.
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CLASSIFIED 
LINE AD
RATES

In print weekly and online.
Ads must be prepaid unless you have pre-approved credit.
Cash, personal check, Visa, Mastercard or Discover are welcome. 

HOW TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 402-643-3676  •  Email: office@sewardindependent.com

Online: sewardindependent.com  •  In person: 129 S. 6th St., Seward, NE

THE

theSentinelFriend

Your ad appears in SIX newspapers and reaches readers in two counties!

cretenewsonline.com milfordtimes.net friendsentinel.com wilber-republican.com
CONNECTION

25 words or less: $19 per week for three weeks; fourth week is free.
Includes placement in online classifieds.
FREE “For Sale” ads for subscribers.
Private party ads • $200 or less • One/customer/week
Contact our office for classified display ad pricing.

sewardindependent.com

AD DEADLINE:
NOON FRIDAY*
FOR ALL PUBLICATIONS

POLICIES: Advertisers should check their 
advertisements in the first issue and report
any error to the Seward County Independent
at 402-643-3676. We will be responsible for
only a one-time error or omission.

* Subject to
   change on
   holidays

REACH UP TO 30,000 
POTENTIAL BUYERS

IN NEBRASKA

HELP WANTED
SALINE COUNTY is accepting 
applications for Bridge Crew. 
Welding experience preferred. 
Application forms may be 
obtained from the office of the 
Highway Supt., Courthouse, 
204 South High, Wilber, NE 
68465. Applications must be 
returned no late than 5 p.m., 
Monday, December 14th. For 
more information call Bruce 
Filipi at 402-821-2737.

FARM HAND/MECHANIC
FULL-TIME, CORDOVA, NE.
CALL FOR INTERVIEW. 402-
641-7120.

Please visit our website http://www.mhcs.us/about-us/employment for a listing of the 
Temporary – As Needed (PRN) positions available at Memorial Health Care Systems

For immediate consideration,
complete an application at or send your resume to:

HR Dept., 300 N. Columbia Ave.
Seward, NE 68434
or visit www.MHCS.US to complete
an online application. For more
information call 402-646-4618. EOE

Memorial Health Care Systems
WE ARE RECRUITING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:
RN/LPN – Days: Full-time day position, 5 am – 5 pm. Acute Care, ER and OB experience 
preferred.  Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN 
licensure required and ACLS required for RNs only.  —Memorial Hospital

RN/LPN – Nights: Full-time night position, 5 pm – 5 am.  Acute Care, ER and OB experience preferred. 
Flexible scheduling includes every third weekend with holiday rotation. RN/LPN licensure required and 
ACLS required for RNs only. Position includes night shift retention bonus.  —Memorial Hospital

RN-LPN: PRN (as needed) RN/LPN. Candidate must have excellent customer service skills, 
able to multitask. May require working at Seward, Milford or Utica Clinics. Previous clinic 
nursing experience preferred.  RN/LPN licensure required.  —Seward Family Medical Clinic

RN-LPN: Full-time Clinic RN/LPN Day Nurse position available, Monday-Friday with Saturday rotation. 
This position requires good communications skills between you and the provider.  Critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills are essential to providing excellent customer service and communicating 
with our patients. Computer skills are required. Previous Clinic Nursing experience and Chronic Care 
Management experience preferred. Current licensure required.  —Seward Family Medical Clinic

• 3 Part-time medication aide; 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts
You will primarily be responsible for administering or assisting in the administration of 
medication and treatments in accordance with a resident’s health care provider’s orders. 
You will also be responsible for assisting residents with Activities of Daily Living (ADLs) and 
Instrumental Activities of Daily Living (iADLs), providing general supervision, and respecting 
residents’ rights and needs of choice.

• 3 Part-time caregiver; 1st, 2nd & 3rd shifts 
Caregiver, you will be responsible for assisting residents with their daily routines 
while treating all with dignity and respect. You will provide person-centered care 
that is tailored to meet the needs of each resident in a fun and friendly community.  
Responsibilities:
• Provide quality resident care as indicated on the care plan
• Promote residents’ independence
• Provide assistance with housekeeping and laundry
• Participate in community’s Life Enrichment Activities, events, and outings,  
   while encouraging residents to attend
• Additional duties as assigned

We are passionate about providing quality care for our
residents and offer competitive wages and benefits.

Apply online at www.enlivant.com or call Greene Place at (402) 643-9111.
Greene Place is an equal opportunity employer. 600 Church St., Seward

Dollar General values a positive, friendly attitude.
In fact, our rapidly growing company has become the 

nation’s largest small-format retail discounter with 
17,000 stores. We also serve our employees by offering 
competitive compensation and advancement potential. 

We are now hiring for our Seward, NE store.

We are hiring for the following positions:
Lead Sales Associate (Req ID 2016-119895)

Sales Associate (Req ID 2016-119874)

Dollar General truly cares about our customers
and our employees. Interested candidates can

Learn more and apply at www.dollargeneral.com/
careers and search store 1547 Seward, NE today!

Serving others is our mission. EOE

Kinship Pointe Seward is hiring!

500 Heartland Park Drive • Seward, NE • 402-643-6500

• Med Aide/Resident Aide
Full-time position available, hours 6 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Insurance benefits and PTO included. Every other 
weekend and holiday is required. Must be 18.
Call Jeanne at 402-643-6500 or stop by and fill out
an application.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:
SUNRISECOUNTRYMANOR.COM

610 224th Road, Milford 
Ph: (402) 761-3230 ext. 224

E S T .  1 9 5 3

C O U N T R Y  M A N O R

• Nurse: (LPN/RN) FT Day & Evening     
    Shifts (M-F Only) & Weekend Only RN
• CNAs: FT & PT Day & Evening Shifts
• MedAide: FT Evenings 
• Activities: FT                 

Applications at www.sunrisecountrymanor.com/careers.html

| • Cook: FT Evenings
| • Housekeeper: FT

Aramark Facility Services
ARAMARK Facility Services, located at Concordia University
in Seward, NE, is seeking applicants for the following position:

Maintenance Technician
Drug screen and background check required. Full-time benefits include ten

paid holidays, optional health/dental insurance, paid vacation and PTO.
Applicants can apply at the Concordia University Buildings and Grounds office, 
700 E. Lincoln St., Seward, Nebraska, or online at www.aramark.com/careers.

Aramark is an EOE, Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran

Seward County is now accepting 
applications for a Deputy Public 

Defender Attorney. Must be licensed to 
practice law in the State of Nebraska.  
Experience in criminal law preferred.

Apply online at www.countyofsewardne.com.
Please attach cover letter & resume. 

For questions, email hr@co.seward.ne.us.
Closing Date: December 7, 2020.

Seward County is an EOE.  This position is subject to Veteran’s Preference.

Deputy Public Defender Attorney

Kinship Pointe Seward is hiring!

500 Heartland Park Drive • Seward, NE • 402-643-6500

• Dietary Aide/Cook – Full-time available.
   Evening hours.

Do you love to work with seniors? This just may be 
your opportunity! We are looking for a dedicated 
individual who loves to serve. Must be 18. Responsible 
for meeting the seniors’ needs as they dine, prepping 
for the next meal, dishes, and teamwork. Wage 
is negotiable. Full-time applicants —benefits are 
included (insurance, PTO, etc.). Call Brittney at
402-643-6500 or stop by and fill out an application.

GUITAR, UKULELE, DRUM & 
BASS LESSONS: Give the Gift of 
Music! Professional Studio. Over 
30 years of teaching experience.
Call Jim Krutz Today! 402-450-
0282, Seward.

SALES • RENTALS • SERVICE • DELIVERY
West Junction Hwys. 33 & 103 – Crete, NE

• Water Softeners & Filters
• Drinking Water Systems

• Certified Service Department
• Bottled Water & Salt Delivery

Proudly serving Saline, Gage, Seward and Jefferson Counties for over 80 years

402-826-3372      CULLIGANOFCRETE.COM

You could give your peopleMILFORD
AIR CONDITIONING
309 1st
Milford 402-761-2433
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Sales & Service

Bill 
Saltzman

★ ★

★ ★

Milford A/C 
Sales & Service

“We Service All Brands”
309 First St. • Milford, NE 68405            

402-761-2433 • milfordac@windstream.net

Bill Saltzman
A place where old-fashioned 

service isn’t a thing of the past.

BOB’S
HANDYMAN

BOB HRNICEK
402-641-8474 | rhrnicek@neb.rr.com

Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene

Home Repair
Indoor/OutdoorPainting
Fans & Lighting
Carpentry
More

BOB’S
HANDYMAN

BOB HRNICEK
402-641-8474 | rhrnicek@neb.rr.com

Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene

Home Repair
Indoor/OutdoorPainting
Fans & Lighting
Carpentry
More

BOB’S
HANDYMAN

BOB HRNICEK
402-641-8474 | rhrnicek@neb.rr.com

Seward, NE
www.facebook.com/bobshandymanservicene

Home Repair
Indoor/OutdoorPainting
Fans & Lighting
Carpentry
More

Lee’s
Refrigeration
Heating & Air Conditioning

24/7 Service-Sales-Installation
— Commercial & Residential —

734 Seward St. • Seward, NE 68434
402-643-3644 • 800-274-3644

Stelling
Carpentry llC

Custom cabinets & trim work, 
f in ish work,  remodel ing, 
subcontracting, soffit, siding 
& fascia, replacement door & 
windows, any residential needs

Ryan Stelling  402-761-2869

Justice
Refrigeration, Heating & Air

Residential & Commercial
24-hour service

402-803-8788

WENDY’S Premier PAINTING

402-641-6092
Find me on        too!

— and—
Interior Home or Business

Refurbished Furniture

DURRE'S
PLUMBING
• New Construction
• Remodeling • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

— Service and Installation —
Phone 402-643-9327

DURRE’S
PLUMBING

Phone 402-643-9327

• New Construction
• Remodeling     • Water Heaters
• Water Treatment Products

 — Service and Installation —

Oatman Paint & Repair
All your home interior & exterior needs

Jeff Oatman
402-540-5473

Milford, NE

MARTIN EXCAVATING INC.
(FORMERLY LEICHTY EXCAVATING, INC.)

TROY MARTIN, OWNER
802 3RD ST.   MILFORD, NE 68405

(402) 761-3059 HOME    (402) 641-6821 CELL

BASEMENTS, DEMOLITION, FILL SAND, 
BLACK DIRT, CLAY, TREE REMOVAL, LAGOONS

Schweitzer Auction Service
Brian D. Schweitzer

402-641-1266
Estates, Antiques & Collectibles, Firearms, 

Farm & Acreage Equip, Vehicles, Coins & More
Premier Real Estate Broker • 402-761-2291 
Milford, NE • www.nebauction.com

STORAGE
UNITS

144 South 10th

643-3034 • 643-3357

1st  Month FREE!

TIME TO WIND 
DOWN SALE

at THE CLOCK HOUSE
Hosting Open House
Dec. 4 – 5:30–7 p.m.
Dec. 5 – 10 a.m.–3 p.m.
Dec. 6 – By appt. only, 
              402-646-9202
Restored barn in the 
alley of 321 N. 7th St. 

in Seward

Wear a mask, wait 
in your car, two at a 

time. Thank you!



PUBLIC 
NOTICES...

YOUR 
RIGHT TO 

KNOW

ESTATES
NOTICE

In the County Court of
Seward County, Nebraska

Estate of Alan L. Carter, Deceased
Case No. PR 20-66
Notice is hereby given that on 
November 17, 2020, in the County 
Court of Seward County, Nebraska, 
the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate of 
the Will of said Deceased and that 
Lana R. Carter, whose address is 
814 4th Street, Milford, NE 68405, 
has been appointed Personal 
Representative of this estate. 
Creditors of this estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before January 25, 2021, or be 
forever barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of the County Court

Address of the County Court:
Justice Center

PO Box 37
Seward, NE 68434

Andrew M. Loudon
(Bar Id. #21511)
Kara E. Brostrom
(Bar Id. # 26013)
Attorneys for
the Personal Representative
Ball, Loudon, Ebert
& Brostrom, LLC
5733 South 34th Street
Suite 500
Lincoln, NE 68516
402.420.6091 (main office)
402.495.5500 (facsimile)
a l o u d o n @ b l l a w g r o u p . c o m 
kbrostrom@bllawgroup.com
SCI — November 25, December 
02, 09, 2020

NOTICE
In the County Court of

Seward County, Nebraska
Estate of Michael M. Mundhenke, 
Deceased
Estate No. PR20-69
Notice is hereby given that on 
November 20, 2020, in the 
County Court of Seward County, 
Nebraska, the Court entered an 
Order that Karen Mundhenke, 
whose address is 723 Fairway 
Dr., Milford, NE 68405, was 
formally appointed by the Court 
as Personal Representative of 
the Estate.
Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before February 2, 2021, or be 
forever barred.

/s/Sheila R. Beins
Clerk of

the Seward County Court
Courthouse

Seward, NE 68434
Gregory C. Damman #19030
Blevens & Damman Law Office
Box 98
Seward, NE 68434
402-643-3639
SCI — December 02, 09, 16, 2020
ZNEZ

ORGANIZATIONS
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

1. The name of the limited liability 
company is DEVOUR, LLC.
2. The address of the designated 
office of the company is 1965 S. 
Imig Drive, Seward, Nebraska 
68434.
3. The name and address of 
the company’s registered agent 
in Nebraska is: ALISON SUE 
MEYER, 1965 S. Imig Drive, 
Seward, Nebraska 68434.
4. The purpose for which the 
company is organized is to engage 
in any lawful act or activities for 
which a limited liability company 
may be organized under the 
laws of the State of Nebraska, 
specifically, bakery & patisserie 
services;
5. The company commenced 
its existence on November 18, 
2020, and the period of duration 
is perpetual.
6. The affairs of the company shall 
be conducted by its Members/
Manager.
Egr, Birkel & Wollmer, P.C.
465 4th Street
P.O. Box 46
David City, NE 68632
Tel: 402-367-3139
Fax: 402-367-3900
SCI — December 02, 09, 16, 2020

KNUDSEN BERKHEIMER
RICHARDSON &
ENDACOTT, LLP

ATTORNEYS
3800 VerMaas Place, Suite 200

Lincoln, Nebraska 68502
NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION

FITZ-IT AG WORKS, LLC
Notice is given that Fitz-IT Ag 
Works, LLC, a Nebraska limited 
l iabi l i ty company, has been 
organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska, with its initial 
designated office at 1621 Agnew 
Road, Valparaiso, NE 68065. The 
name and address of the initial 
agent for service of process on the 
Company is Benjamin Fitzwater, 
1621 Agnew Road, Valparaiso, 
NE 68065.

Fitz-IT Ag Works, LLC
SCI — December 02, 09, 16, 2020

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that the 
undersigned has formed a Limited 
Liability Company under the 
Nebraska Uniform Limited Liability 
Company Act.
The name of the company is 
BEAVER HARDWARE & SUPPLY, 
LLC

The address of the designated 
office is 808 Dimery Ave., P.O. Box 
115, Beaver Crossing, NE 68313.
The registered agent and address 
for service upon the company is 
Kenneth Pankoke, 808 Dimery 
Ave., P.O. Box 115, Beaver 
Crossing, NE 68313.
The company shall engage in any 
lawful business and act for which 
a Limited Liability Company may 
be organized under the Nebraska 
Uniform Limited Liability Company 
Act.
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY
MICHAEL G. MULLALLY,
P.C., L.L.O.
Attorney at Law
510 Seward St.
Seward, NE 68434
(402) 643-4581
SCI — November 25, December 
02, 09, 2020
ZNEZ

MINUTES
Village of Beaver Crossing

November 11, 2020
The following is condensed form 
of the minutes for the November 
11, 2020, meeting. A complete 
copy is on file at Village Hall, 
800 Dimery St, Beaver Crossing, 
NE. The Board of Trustees met 
in open public session at 7:00 
pm at the Village Hall. Board 
members present: G. Zieg, J. 
Leif, L. Breitkreutz, M. Banks. 
Absent: B. Pankoke. Motions 
were properly made, seconded 
and carried for the following: 
Treasurer report, Claims, minutes 
October 14, 2020, Resolution 
#20-18, Year End Certification 
of City Street Superintendent. 
Approval of cleaning person for 
City Hall. Approval for purchase 
of a safe for City Hall office. 
Maintenance Report, camera 
system should be delivered shortly, 
installation to follow. Nuisance 
property discussed, a letter will 
be mailed. Community Betterment 
committee reported, concrete 
has been poured around snack/
restroom project in city park. 
Meeting adjourned 8:34 pm P. 
Pankoke
Clerk/Treasurer
Claims:
League of Municipalities, $397.00 
general; Office Net, $157.26 
general; York Sprinkler Systems, 
$398.46 park; Greg Damman, 
$75.00 genera l ;  Recyc l ing 
Enterprises $180.00 general; NE 
Public Health Enviro Lab $47.00 
water; Dawson Electric $9,950.38 
tree fund; Leif Construction 
$11,864.68 tree fund; Beaver 
Hardware $185.91 street & 
tree fund; J Kozisek $1,314.65 
general; Kopchos $98.00 general; 
Romans Wiemer  & Assoc. 
$3,850.00 general; Sargent Drilling 
$32,410.43 general; Seward 
Independent $206.10 general; 
Union Bank $409.50 general; BC 
Vol Fire Dept. $ 3,603.28 fire; CVA 
$138.87 general; NE Municipal 
Clerk’s Assoc. $25.00 general; L 
Breitkreutz $80.43 general; Norris 
PPD $1,795.37 all; NE Dept. of 
Rev. $3,215.45 water & sewer 
sales tax; IRS $688.52 payroll tax; 
NE Dept. of Rev. $742.68 payroll 
tax; Wages $3,729.23 general 
and street.
SCI — December 02, 2020

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
Notice of each meeting is posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and on the Commissioner’s room 
door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at 
the County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. The 
agenda is held open until one 
business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the Board. 
The Board has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
NOVEMBER 27, 2020

The Seward County Board 
of Equalization convened on 
November 24, 2020, at 8:30 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members: Misty Ahmic, Bob Vrbka, 
Ken Schmieding, Becky Paulsen
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
County Assessor: Marilyn Hladky
Approved the minutes of November 
10, 2020.
Approved Tax List Corrections.
Convened as the Board of 
Commissioners.
Approved the minutes of November 
17, 2020.
Officials gave updates of their 
offices.
Discussion was held on Motorola 
Service agreement for 911.
Commissioners gave an update of 
their activities.
D i s c u s s i o n  w a s  h e l d  o n 
committees and office liaisons of 
Commissioners.
Authorized Chairman to sign 
the Year-End Highway Supt. 
Certification for 2020.
Approved changes to the current 
Seward County Snow Policy as 
presented by Terry Wicht, Highway 
Supt.
Approved Completion of the 
County Bridge Match Program 

Agreement.
Discussion was held on an offer 
from Nolan Eickhoff to upkeep 
abandoned cemeteries. Offer was 
declined as the county already has 
a plan in place.
Executive session was held to 
discuss personnel.
Accepted resignation of Brea 
Ehmen, HR Director, effective 
December 1, 2020.
Authorized Chairman to sign audit 
letter.
Adopted the agenda for December 
1, 2020, and adjourned at 11:42 
a.m.
Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk
SCI — December 02, 2020

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

Boards of Commissioner Meetings 
are held each Tuesday morning in 
the Seward County Courthouse 
at 9:00 a.m., except for the first 
Tuesday of each month when 
meetings will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
Notice of each meeting is posted 
on the Courthouse bulletin board 
and on the Commissioner’s room 
door. The agenda for all meetings 
is kept continually current and is 
available for public inspection at 
the County Clerk’s Office during 
normal business hours. The 
agenda is held open until one 
business day prior to the meeting 
for appearance before the Board. 
The Board has the right to modify 
the agenda to include items of an 
emergency nature only at such 
public meeting.

CLAIMS ALLOWED
NOVEMBER 27, 2020

The Seward County Board of 
Commissioners convened on 
November 20, 2020, at 8:02 a.m.
Present: Chairperson: John Culver
Members:  Bob Vrbka,  Ken 
Schmieding, Becky Paulsen
County Clerk: Sherry Schweitzer
Absent: Member: Misty Ahmic
Approved Seward County Claims 
through November 13, 2020.
Adopted the agenda for November 
24, 2020, and adjourned at 8:28 
a.m.
Sherry Schweitzer, County Clerk

SEWARD COUNTY CLAIMS 
THROUGH

NOVEMBER 13, 2020
ADP LLC,  SE,  $2 ,494 .25 ; 
ADVANCED OFFICE AUTOM, 
SU, $96.33; AMERITAS LIFE 
INS CORP, FE, $18,932.26; 
BLACK HILLS ENERGY, UT, 
$1,249.91; BLUE VALLEY BEHAV 
HLTH, SE, $292.50; BLUESTEM 
NETWORK LLC, UT, $110.00; 
CAMPBELL CLEANING, SE, 
$415.24; CLERK OF THE DIST 
CRT, SE, $504.00; GREGORY C. 
DAMMAN, SE, $1,715.00; EAKES 
OFFICE PLUS, EQ, $5,336.16; 
E L E C T I O N  W O R K E R S , 
SE,  $10,904.01;  EQUIFAX 
WORKFORCE, SE, $19.15; 
FARMERS COOPERATIVE, SU, 
$12,950.91; FIRST WIRELESS, 
INC, UT, $835.00; GALLS LLC, 
SE, $297.98; GRAHAM TIRE, 
SE, $254.00; GREAT PLAINS 
COMM, UT, $1,184.95; HALL 
CO SHERIFF,  SE,  $24.15; 
HAMILTON NORMAN,  SE, 
$515.00; HELMINK PRINTING, 
S U ,  $ 7 8 . 0 0 ;  H O M E TO W N 
LEASING, SE, $337.75; IDEMIA 
IDENTITY, SE, $480.17; JONES 
BANK (FICA), FE, $13,682.28; 
KONICA MINOLTA, SE, $57.56; 
LANCASTER CO SHERIFF, 
SE, $66.67; MCKESSON MED 
SURG, SU, $159.59; MEMORIAL 
HOSPITAL, SE, $26.00; MERLES 
GARDEN CENT, SU, $148.00; 
MIDWEST OFFICE AUTOM, 
SU, $84.35; MIDWEST SPECIAL 
SERV, SE, $1,839.00; MILLS 
& REITER, SE, $408.50; NATL 
ASSOC CO VET SERV OFF, FE, 
$50.00; NE HLTH & HUMAN SERV 
SYS, SE, $93.00; NEBRASKA 
INTERACTIVE,  SE,  $4.00; 
OFFICE DEPOT, SU, $129.79; 
OFFICENET, SU, $1.85; OREILLY 
AUTOMOTIVE, SU, $510.25; 
PAPER TIGER SHREDDING, SE, 
$135.00; PER MAR SECURITY 
SERV, SE, $861.82; POTTER 
REPAIR, SE, $99.64; QUADIENT 
FINANCE USA, SE, $53.99; 
QUADIENT LEASING USA, SE, 
$81.98; QUADIENT, INC, SE, 
$554.53; QUILL CORPORATION, 
S U ,  $ 11 4 . 9 6 ;  R E D I G E R 
AUTOMOTIVE, SE, $117.78; 
REGION V SERVICES, SE, 
$2,484.58; SEWARD COUNTY 
COURT, SE, $930.00; SEWARD 
CO INDEPENDENT, SE, $244.76; 
SEWARD CO PUB TRANSIT, SE, 
$66.00; SEWARD CO SHERIFF’S 
DEPT, SE, $18.50; SEWARD CO 
SINKING FUND, FE, $1,000.00; 
SEWARD LUMBER, SU, $14.97; 
ST OF NE DAS STATE ACCTNG, 
SE, $675.28; SUMMIT FOOD 
SERVICE, LLC, SE, $2,908.58; 
TELMATE LLC, SE, $80.00; 
THOMSON REUTERS-WEST, 
FE, $643.31; TIME WARNER 
CABLE, UT,  $346.74;  TOP 
QUALITY GLOVES, SU, $682.50; 
VERIZON CONNECT NWF, UT, 
$818.50; VERIZON WIRELESS 
SERV, UT, $794.97; VIRTUAL 
IMPRESSIONS, SE, $20.00; 
VISA, FE, $2,405.49; WATER 
ENGINEERING, SE, $1,260.00; 
WINDSTREAM, UT, $10,533.93; 
BAUER BUILT INC, SE, $20.00; 
CENTRAL SAND & GRAVEL, SU, 
$208,080.25; CENTRAL STATES 
HYDR SERV, SE, $478.67; 
DALE JOHNSON ENT, INC, 
SE, $6,796.10; INLAND TRUCK 
PARTS CO, EQ, $5,183.22; JEO 
CONSULTING GRP, SE, $599.80; 
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL, SE, 

$110.57;  JOHNSON SAND 
& GRAVEL, SU, $25,179.66; 
MEDICAL ENTERPRISES INC, 
SU, $245.00; NMC, INC, EQ, 
$43,845.66; NORRIS PUBLIC 
POWER DIST, UT, $1,054.71; 
PAC N SAVE, SU, $176.13; 
POMP’S TIRE SERVICE, SE, 
$457.16; RDO TRUCK CENTERS, 
EQ, $6,048.20; SAPP BROS 
PETROLEUM, SU, $11,945.49; 
TRUCK CENTER CO,  SE, 
$968.19; UTICA PARTS AND 
SERV, SE, $33.52; VERMEER 
HIGH PLAINS, UT, $141.59; 
VILLAGE OF GARLAND, FE, 
$48.99; WELLER TRACTOR 
SLVGE, EQ, $7,300.00; CATTLE 
BANK & TRUST, FE, $102,205.00; 
JONES BANK, FE, $444,240.00; 
F L A G S H I P  P U B L I S H I N G , 
S E ,  $ 2 2 5 . 0 0 ;  N E  R U R A L 
RADIO ASSOC, FE, $65.00; 
SEWARD CO AG SOCIETY, FE, 
$200.00; MOMS MEALS, SE, 
$126.94; US POST OFFICE, 
SU, $55.00; PETERS, BRIAN, 
SE, $38.11; ALTAR CONSTR 
GRP, SE, $18,247.60; BOBS 
MOBIL, SU, $150.00; GREAT 
PLAINS UNIF, SE, $1,902.75; 
HERPOLSHEIMERS INC, SE, 
$914.02;  HOLTHUS CONV 
CNTR, FE, $2,100.00; JONES 
AUTOMOTIVE, SE, $1,323.20; 
LINCOLN POLICE GARAGE, 
SE,  $1 ,482 .08 ;  MIDWEST 
AUTOMOTIVE, SE, $152.48; 
PRAETORIAN DIGITAL, SE, 
$1,650.00; MACHO PRODUCTS, 
S U ,  $ 1 , 5 7 2 . 4 7 ;  S E WA R D 
K IWANIS ,  SE ,  $1 ,169 .00 ; 
SHINETECH SOFTWARE, EQ, 
$6,473.00; TRANSUNION, FE, 
$160.00; WESTERN OIL II LLC, 
SU, $526.50; CENTENNIAL 
TEAMMATES, SE, $569.50; 
SOARIN GROUP, LLC, SE, 
$197.00; ENCARTELE INC, SE, 
$4,768.24
SALARIES: $279,145.33
GROSS SALARIES INCLUDE 
DEDUCTIONS TO:
COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL 
INSURANCE; MID AMERICAN 
CO WISCONSIN; DELTA DENTAL; 
VSP VISION; WADDELL & REED
SCI — December 02, 2020
ZNEZ

HEARINGS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
a public hearing will be held by 
the Planning Commission of the 
City of Seward, Seward County, 
Nebraska, on Monday, December 
14th, 2020, at 7:30 p.m. and a 
public hearing will be held by the 
City Council of the City of Seward, 
Seward County, Nebraska, on 
Tuesday, December 15th, 2020, at 
7 p.m. in the East/West Basement 
at the Seward Civic Center at 
616 Bradford Street, Seward, 
Nebraska.
Said public hearing will be to 
review a Special Use Permit 
application for a property located 
at 647 Seward St, Seward, NE, 
described below. Said application 
is requesting downtown street 
level residential at that location.
Legal Description:
Commencing at the Northwest 
Corner of Block Ten (10), in the 
Original Town, City of Seward, 
Seward County,  Nebraska, 
running thence South Eighty-four 
Feet (S84’), thence East Twenty 
Feet (E20’), thence North Eighty-
four Feet (N84’), thence West 
Twenty Feet (20’) to the Place 
of Beginning, and also the West 
One-Sixth (1/6th) of the North 
Seventeen Feet (N17’) of Lot Six 
(6) in Block Ten (10), Original 
Town, City of Seward, Seward 
County, Nebraska,
AND
Commencing at a point 20 feet 
East of the Northwest Corner of 
Block Ten (10), Original Town, 
City of Seward, Seward County, 
Nebraska, running thence East 
a distance of 3 feet 6 inches to 
the center of fire wall between 
the buildings now standing on the 
West One-third (W 1/3rd) of Lot 
Two (2) in said Block, thence South 
27 feet 6 inches; thence West 3 
feet 6 inches; thence North 27 feet 
6 inches to the place of beginning.
All persons interested may appear 
and be heard.
Tim Dworak
Building/Zoning &
Code Enforcement Director
SCI — December 02, 2020

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is given that the Seward 
County Board of Commissioners 
will hold a public hearing on 
Tuesday, December 15, 2020, 9:30 
a.m., Seward County Courthouse 
529 Seward Street Room 305., 
Seward, Nebraska, regarding the 
following:
Public Hearing - To REZONE a 
parcel of ground from A-1 to TA-1 
located in Precinct J, Section 33, 
Township 10N, Range 3E, Seward 
County, Nebraska.
Information on the proposed action 
is available in the Seward County 
Zoning Office.
The public’s comments and 
concerns are welcome at the time 
of the public hearing.
Seward County
Zoning Administrator
SCI — December 02, 2020
ZNEZ

MEETINGS
NOTICE OF

PUBLIC MEETINGS
CITY OF SEWARD

Notice is hereby given that a 
meeting of the following will be 
held:
Seward City Council, December 
15, 2020, 7:00 PM, Seward Civic 
Center East & West Basement, 
616 Bradford St., Seward, NE, 
68434
Library Board, December 2, 2020, 
8:00 AM, Seward Memorial Library, 
Main Level Conference Room, 233 
S 5th St., Seward, NE 68434
Cemetery Board, December 7, 
2020, 4:30 PM, Seward Civic 
Center, 616 Bradford St., Seward, 
NE 68434
S e w a r d  A g i n g  S e r v i c e s 
Commission, December 8, 2020, 
1:00 PM, Lied Senior Center, 
1010 Manor Drive West, Seward, 
NE 68434
Tree Board, December 8, 2020, 
5:30 PM, Seward Memorial Library, 
233 S 5th St., Seward, NE 68434
Planning Commission, December 
14, 2020, 7:30 PM, Seward Civic 
Center East & West Basement, 
616 Bradford St., Seward, NE 
68434
LB 840 Seward  Economic 
Development Program Application 
Review Board, December 23, 
2020, 5:30 PM, Municipal Building 
Council Chambers, 142 North 7th 
Street, Seward, NE 68434
All meetings are open to the 
public. The agenda for each 
meeting listed, which shall be kept 
continually current, shall be readily 
available for public inspection at 
the office of the City Clerk, 537 
Main Street, Seward, Nebraska, 
during normal business hours.
Bonnie Otte, City Clerk
SCI — December 02, 2020

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE:
Seward County Ag. Society

Tuesday, December 15, 2020
7 p.m.

Ag. Pavilion
Seward County Fairgrounds

Michael J. Flyr
Secretary

Seward Co. Ag. Society
SCI — December 02, 09, 2020
ZNEZ

PROPERTY SALES
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE

By virtue of an Distress Warrant 
issued by the Treasurer of Seward 
County, Nebraska, in an action 
therein indexed as Warrants #18 
and 58, wherein, Hope Dearinger, 
Richard Jones and Rita Jones, 
AND Denise Rilinger and the 
estate of, are the owners of the 
delinquent tax and property, I 
will at 10:00 o’clock a.m., on 
Monday, December 7th, 2020, 
in the front lobby of the Seward 
Justice Center, Seward, Ne., 
sell at public auction separately 
to the highest bidder for cash, 
the following described property, 
to-wit:
Parcel 1; 0800202228; DW18:
Mobile Home; on lot 12, 923 280th 
Rd., Glenhaven Village, Seward, 
Seward County, NE.
($232.62 p lus interest  and 
accelerated tax to date of sale)
Parcel 2; 0800217373; DW58:
Mobile Home; on lot 20, 811 Twin 
Oaks, Seward, NE.
($232.47 p lus interest  and 
accelerated tax to date of sale)
To satisfy said delinquency, plus 
all accruing costs of this action 
and interest.
TERMS OF SALE:
Announcements day of sale or 
prior take precedence over printed 
material. Full bid amount to be paid 
immediately after said sale. Bill of 
Sale to be provided within 30 days 
of sale. Bidder (s) are responsible 
for all research of property. For 
information, call the Seward 
County Sheriff Civil Division at 
402-643-2359. Buyers may be 
required to move trailers from lot 

owners land. Buyer agreements 
with land owners are separate and 
individual with buyers and no part 
of this action.
Dated this 17th day of December 
2020.

SEAL
Michael G. Vance
Seward County Sheriff
By:
Capt. David D. Wood
OR
Jordan Legband
Deputy Sheriff
SCI — November 25, December 
02, 2020

SouthLaw, P.C.
13160 Foster Suite 100

Overland Park, KS 66213-2660
(913) 663-7600

FILE NO. 227102
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
For default in the payment of 
debt secured by a deed of trust 
executed by Shelby Lynn Criner, 
dated August 9,  2019, and 
recorded on August 9, 2019, 
Document No. 2019-01684 in the 
Office of the Recorder of Deeds, 
Seward County, Nebraska, the 
undersigned Successor Trustee 
will on December 22, 2020, at 
10:00 AM, at the North Doors of 
the Seward County, Courthouse, 
Seward, Nebraska, sell at public 
vendue to the highest bidder for 
cash:
Lots 13 and 14, Block 16, Lars 
Jorgensen’s Addition to the 
Town of Staplehurst, Seward 
County, Nebraska, commonly 
known as 120 S 3rd St, Staplehurst, 
NE, 68439
subject to all prior easements, 
res t r i c t i ons ,  rese rva t i ons , 
covenants and encumbrances 
now of record, if any, to satisfy the 
debt and costs.
Lil iana Shannon, Successor 
Trustee
First Publication: November 11, 
2020

NOTICE
Pursuant  to  the Fa i r  Debt 
Collection Practices Act, 15 
U.S.C. §1692c(b), no information 
concerning the collection of this 
debt may be given without the prior 
consent of the consumer given 
directly to the debt collector or the 
express permission of a court of 
competent jurisdiction. The debt 
collector is attempting to collect a 
debt and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose (No. 
227102). For more information, 
visit www.Southlaw.com
SCI — November 11, 18, 25, 
December 02, 09, 2020
ZNEZ
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 GREEN REALTY & AUCTION • GREEN REALTY & AUCTION • GREEN REALTY 

GREEN REALTY & AUCTION • GREEN REALTY & AUCTION • GREEN REALTY 

Auctioneer:
Ross Ronne
402-362-5595
104 S. Lincoln Ave., • York, NE
www.GreenSells.com

ESTATE EQUIPMENT AUCTION
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 10:02 a.m.

Site: 875 Indiana Street, Utica, Nebraska

REALTOR
®

Log onto GreenSells.com for complete listing, terms 
and pictures. Direct all inquiries to Ross Ronne at 
402.366.7818 or Bill Winkelman at 402.366.9714.

DUE TO COVID-19, WE WILL BE MONITORING ALL DIRECT 
HEALTH MEASURES & INFORMATION RELATED TO COVID-19. 
THE HEALTH & SAFETY OF OUR STAFF & CUSTOMERS IS OUR 

FIRST PRIORITY. PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE (GreenSells.com) 
FOR ANY CHANGES OR UPDATES PRIOR TO AUCTION.

VEHICLES / TRAILERS • EQUIPMENT
• TRACTORS / COMBINES / HEADS

• IRRIGATION • GUNS • SIGNS
• MISCELLANEOUS

GALE SIMONSEN ESTATE, OWNER
Vicki L. Loos, Personal Representative

STARTING 12:32 p.m. –
ONLINE BIDDING FOR SOME ITEMS 

AVAILABLE THROUGH BIDCALLER.COM

Seward County Independent
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by Gerald D. “Jerry” Meyer
NENG Historian

Since 1980, Mike Meyer has 
been a voice on local radio for 
sports events.

A 1979 graduate of the 
University of Nebraska School 
of Broadcast Journalism, his 
“radio voice” has been heard 
at local sports events to just 
recently, the state champi-
onship competitions. He was 
born and raised in York and 
followed the radio broadcast-
er, Denny Matthews of the 
Kansas City Royals. Recent-
ly, he and his partner Jerry 
Meyer were given the honor 
of calling the D-6 Nebraska 
state football championships 
in Kearney, a new experience 
for Mike. 

Mike started off in radio 
at KSRD in Seward for five 
years. He shared his expe-
riences in early radio on 
the drive to Kearney for the 
championships.

“I can remember the tele-
phone company putting in a 
special phone line for games 

in the 80’s” he said.
He also shared the memo-

rable games.
“I covered a Wood River 

game when Scott Frost was 
a senior and froze outside 
sitting on a 2x10 bench in a 
pouring rain,” he said.

The other stories related to 
the size and accommodations 
in the press box.

“Some boxes are only 8 
feet wide and you’ve got three 
stations and the announcer 
jammed in there … makes for 
a crowded scene,” he said.

The biggest change he’s 
seen over the 40 years is tech-
nology.

“You used to comb the 
newspaper for stats and 
scores,” he said. “Today, pull 
it up on computer and hit 
print and you are good to go. 
You see it also in the technol-
ogy we use to communicate to 
the station – no more dedicat-
ed phone line. We use Marti, a 
transmitter to the station.”

He really enjoyed covering 
local sports teams and appre-
ciated the honor of calling 

state title games in football 
in Memorial Stadium over 
the past few years. Mike had 
called many of Seward High 
girls’ basketball games and 
championships. The call to 
do 6-man football was a new 
experience for both Meyers.

Mike and Jerry Meyer were 
the dedicated radio broadcast-
ers for Seward High School 
football this past season. They 
called for KoolRadio out of 
York. Mike was the dedicated 
play by play announcer and 
Jerry was the color commen-
tator. The duo traveled and 
called from home all nine 
regular season games.

The announcers were 
called late in the season 
to call an 8-man game in 
Stromsburg. After that game, 
they were given the honor 
of calling the D-6 Nebraska 
State Championship Game at 
the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney on Nov. 20. Neither 
announcer had called a 6-man 
game, so they prepared by 
watching film and interview-
ing players and coaches. 

The Ron and Carol Cope 
Stadium at UNK is a 5,000 
seat capacity, ultra-modern 
facility for the UNK Lopers. 
It also is the home for the 
6-man football championships 
every year. The press boxes 
overlooking the stadium are 
impressive with monitors 
showing the most current 
game stats.

This year’s game featured 
the high scoring offenses of 
McCool Junction and Sterling. 
The game, on paper, looked to 
be an even match of two pow-
erhouse teams. But McCool 
Junction dominated the game, 
70-20. The game featured 
McCool Junction’s Owen 
McDonald (22 carries for 393 
yards and 8 touchdowns) who 
dominated the game.

“If you haven’t seen a 
6-man football game, you are 
missing out. It is truly fast 
paced and so much fun to 
watch,” said both Meyers.

“I looked over at Mike after 
the first couple of plays and 
he was trying to keep up with 
the stats on his notepad. I told 

him, ‘Look at the stat screen 
when you need numbers. Just 
call the action like you do,’” 
Jerry said.

The game, invented in 
Nebraska in 1934, was some-
thing to watch with the dif-
ferent rules, field dimensions 
and scoring. Both broadcast-
ers were in awe of what the 
game meant to the small com-
munities of McCool Junction 
and Sterling.

“We asked ourselves, after 
looking at the crowd, is there 
anyone left in those two 
towns?” they said. 

Both Mike and Jerry look 
forward to calling Seward 
High School games in 2021.

“We are truly blessed that 
we are such good friends and 
enjoy our company on road 
trips, and we love calling high 
school football,” Jerry said.

Mike and his wife, Rhonda, 
have lived in rural Seward 
since 1979. Jerry and his wife, 
Mary, moved to Seward in 
2014 where he’s the Nebraska 
National Guard Historian at 
the local museum. 

Local radio commentators cover state final

A confident and deci-
sive Concordia Univer-
sity women’s basketball 
team keeps on rolling. 
Fifteen Bulldogs con-
tributed to Nov. 24’s rout 
that featured 40 turn-
overs forced and another 
14 3-point field goals 
that torched the nets in 
Omaha.

Concordia led 14-3 out 
of the gate and cruised 
to a 99-47 victory at Col-
lege of Saint Mary.

Head Coach Drew 
Olson’s squad carried 
a five-game win streak 
into its Thanksgiving 
layoff. The Bulldogs (5-3, 
4-1 GPAC) have won all 
five contests by dou-
ble-digit margins.

“I thought we had 
some really good offen-
sive stretches where we 
had good movement, 
unselfishness and got 
open shots,” Olson said. 
“We had good focus for 
the game considering 
finals (just concluded). 
It’s a good win to take 
into a break. I’m excited 
for our team to get some 
rest and ready to go with 
some big games ahead.”

This production was 
like a re-run of Concor-
dia blowouts that have 
been common during 
the program’s era of 
dominance.

Concordia got com-
fortable on both ends 
of the floor. It burned 
white hot in the opening 
20 minutes when it went 
10-for-19 from 3-point 
range. Freshman Tay-
sha Rushton put up 10 of 
her game-high 17 points 
in the first half.

On the defensive end, 
the Bulldog pressure 
devastated College of 
Saint Mary, which shot 
only 30.2% (16-for-53) 
from the floor. Concor-
dia was content to let the 
Flames (2-for-26 from 
beyond the arc) fire 
away from the outside. 
On the interior, Lexas 
Redthunder (13 points, 
10 rebounds, four blocks) 
starred for College of 
Saint Mary (1-4, 0-2 
GPAC), whose other 
GPAC loss came at the 
hands of Briar Cliff.

Rushton added five 
assists and three steals 
(just one turnover) to 

her stat line. Off the 
bench, Taylor Farrell 
continued to hit from 
long range while total-
ing 13 points on 3-for-4 
3-point shooting.

Meanwhile, four Bull-
dogs posted either eight 
or nine points: Mack-
enzie Koepke (nine), 
Kendal Brigham (eight), 
Sadie Powell (eight) 
and Chloe Schumacher 
(eight). Bailey Conrad 
led the team with six 
assists while Rylee Pauli 
paced the squad with 

seven rebounds. Conrad 
was one of 13 Concordia 
players to swipe at least 
one steal.

Both sides’ leading 
scorers entering the eve-
ning were held in check 
on the offensive end. 
Concordia star guard 
Taylor Cockerill did 
not score, but grabbed 
four rebounds in her 
15 minutes of action. 
CSM standout fresh-
man Honnah Leo went 
0-for-8 from the floor and 
scored one point.

During the win 
streak, the Bulldogs 
have outscored their 
opponents by an average 
of 89.2 to 58.2, have shot 
39% from 3-point range 
and own a cumulative 
turnover margin of 
plus-73. Over the last 
three games, Rushton 

has turned the ball over 
just once in 62 minutes 
of play.

Up next on the sched-
ule is next Wednesday, 
Dec. 2,’s contest at 
Hastings (1-2, 1-1 GPAC). 
Tipoff from Lynn Farrell 
Arena is set for 6 p.m.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Mike Meyer (above) and Jerry Meyer (left), both of Seward, called the Class D-6 Nebraska 
state championship football game at UNK recently. This is Mike’s 40th year of broadcasting 
local sports. It was his first 6-man football game he called with his partner, Jerry Meyer. 
The two covered all nine Seward High games, as well as an 8-man game during the season.

It’s up to each of us to  
do our part. 

Wear a mask – the right  
way. Give each  
other space.  
Get a flu shot. 

We know  
what to do. 
Let’s get to it.

we know you’re 
over It, but It’s 
not over yet.

ONLINE FOOTBALL CONTEST

THE

PLAY EACH WEEK AT ONE OF OUR WEBSITES:
sewardindependent.com  •  milfordtimes.net
friendsentinel.com  •  wilber-republican.com

cretenewsonline.com

Weekly prize for most correct picks and grand prize for 
best season record. Grand prize valued at over $100.

Sponsored by:

Week 11 Winner:
Zach Pilfold

$20 Sparetime Lounge gift card

Pac ‘N’ Save – $75 prize value
Sparetime Lounge – $75 prize value

Note:
Two games were removed from the 

contest due to their postponements/ 
cancellations caused by COVID-19. 

Bulldog women dominate at CSM before break

Schedule changes
Two wrestling triangulars scheduled for 

Thursday, Dec. 3, have been changed to duals 
because of COVID-19 restrictions.

Seward was to host Norris and York at 5 p.m. 
The evening will now be a dual with York, with 
JV matches starting at 6 p.m. and varsity to 
follow.

Milford was to host Lincoln Lutheran and Lou-
isville starting at 5:30 p.m. That has changed to a 
dual with Louisville starting at 6:30 p.m.

On the basketball court, Centennial has can-
celled its games this week because of COVID-19.



Bring on More Acres
The CLAAS LEXION 8000-7000 Series combine is an  
engineered mix of efficiency, precision, and convenience - all 
in a reliable and easily maintained package. Because we 
know that you can’t put more hours in a day, but you can put 
in more acres. That’s what drives you, and that’s what drives 
CLAAS to make the most productive, efficient combines on 
the market.

claas.com

Nebraska Harvest Center
925 280th
Seward, NE 68434
402-643-4050
www.nebharv.com

Untitled-1   1 6/1/2020   3:18:21 PM

402-759-3156 • 2243 R St. • GENEVA, NE 68361 
CERtIFIEDtRUCKREPAIR.COM

Authorized RetailerAuthorized Dealer

WE OFFER SEMI-TRUCK MAINTENANCE:
• Semi-truck repair
• Trailer repair
• Aero roll tarp installations and repair
• Thunderstone tarp installations and repair
• D.O.T. inspections
• Air conditioning repair and service
• Minimizer fenders

Certified Truck & Trailer Repair is committed to excellence in 
customer service and quality workmanship. Our dedicated service 

team knows exactly how to get the most out of your truck and 
trailer. With a combined 45 years of truck and trailer repair 

experience, you’ll find efficient truck repair, ASE certified technicians 
and all your high quality parts at Certified Truck & Trailer Repair.

Tarps
Fenders

 

Farmers Mutual
Farm & Ranch Policies 
offer coverages . . .

Multi-Policy
Discounts
Available

Call for information today!

Suhr & Lichty
inSurance agency, inc.

The BIG Name In Insurance
145 North 5th Street • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-643-2911

www.suhrlichty.com

. . .for your home and household property
...for your farm property
    and buildings

.. .plus farm and personal liability
•  Replacement costs on buildings
•  Replacement costs on pivots
•  Enhanced Equipment Breakdown & 
    Service Line Coverage
•  Special form on blanket implement
•  Collapse of grain bins
•  Medical expenses
•  Claims for property damage
•  Claims for injuries
•  Defense costs
•  Custom farming

 Mark Suhr, CIC Diane Lichty, CPSR, CIC
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Biofuels brace for winter while battling in court
by Brady Oltmans
editor@sewardindependent.com

The recent rise in 
coronavirus cases 
across the country, and 
updated restrictions to 
limit further exposure 
to the virus, could slow 
the biofuel industry's 
recovery.

In a recent interview, 
Renewable Fuels Associ-
ation President and CEO 
Geoff Cooper said the 
latest rounds of restric-
tions have impacted fuel 
consumption. That, in 
turn, has been harmful 
for the industry still 
recovering from travel 
reduction in March and 
April.

“COVID-19 cases and 
increased restrictions 
are having some im-
pact on vehicle travel 
and fuel consumption 
again,” Cooper said. 
“The latest government 
data showed a pretty big 
dip in gasoline consump-
tion, and we saw a drop 
in ethanol blending.”

Cooper reiterated that 
these concerns are com-
pounded by the winter 
months, which typically 
lead to decreased travel.

“We're keeping a close 
eye on the situation and 
we're crossing our fin-
gers that we don't have 
a repeat of anything 
nearly like what we saw 
in March and April,” he 
said. “I think the indus-
try is sort of battening 
down the hatches to 

try to get through the 
winter and get to a time 
when a vaccine is broad-
ly available.”

The biofuel industry 
has also been affected 
by government action 
through small refinery 
exemptions. A coalition 
recently took that issue 
to the courts.

Renewable Fuels 
Association, Growth 
Energy, National Corn 
Growers Association, 

National Biodiesel 
Board, American 
Coalition for Ethanol, 
National Farmers Union 
and National Sorghum 
Producers filed a mo-
tion in the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in the District 
of Columbia asking the 
court to enforce its 2017 
decision requiring the 
U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency to ad-
dress its improper waiv-
er of 500 million gallons 

of biofuel demand in the 
2016 renewable volume 
obligation.

The motion specifical-
ly requires the EPA to 
issue a 500 million gal-
lon “curative obligation” 
on obligated parties 
to make up for the lost 
gallons, require the EPA 
to do so no more than six 
months after the court's 
order, require obligated 
parties to show compli-
ance with additional 
obligations no more 
than three months after 
EPA issues the curative 
obligation and declare 
that it will not extend 

these deadlines.
The coalition estab-

lished its calls for action 
in a statement.

“It is simply uncon-
scionable that EPA 
would so brazenly 
ignore a federal court's 
order. The agency must 
do right by America's 
farmers and biofuel pro-
ducers and supporters. 
Together, our coalition 
represents millions 
of rural families, who 
should not have to resort 
to more court proceed-
ings to hold EPA ac-
countable to the law. It's 
well past overdue that 

EPA restore the 500 mil-
lion gallons and focus 
on restoring integrity 
to the Renewable Fuel 
Standard,” the statement 
read.

In July 2017, the 
U.S. Court of Appeals' 
ruling invalidated the 
EPA's waiver of 500 
million gallons in the 
2016 renewable volume 
obligation and ordered 
the EPA to revisit the 
rule. The court held the 
EPA's interpretation of 
a waiver provision ran 
contrary to how the 
program is supposed to 
work.

BRADY OLTMANS/SCI

Corn sits in its husk in a field before November harvest. 
This year’s corn crop was subject to dry conditions late in 
the season.

Soybean 
export 
sales drop 
to low 
again

Soybean export sales 
hit marketing year lows 
for the third consecutive 
week.

According to the 
USDA's Weekly Export 
Sales report, soybean 
sales fell 42% from the 
previous week and 
dropped 47% from the 
previous four-week 
average.

Corn sales, mean-
while, jumped 53% with 
1.84 million tons in 
sales. Increases came 
from Mexico, Colombia, 
South Korea and China.

The USDA's next set 
of supply and demand 
estimates is scheduled to 
release Dec. 10.
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WWW.AGLEADER.COM

Perfect planting is a priority, speed is a bonus.
Maximized singulation up to 12 mph.

ACCURATE & EFFICIENT. SURE AT ANY SPEED.

Dealer Logo + Contact Informationwww.FullFieldAg.com
855.4.450.RTK

AUCTIONS 
by the 

GREEN TEAM
Currently booking into 2016. 

Reserve your date today!

www.greensells.com
Toll Free: 1-888-313-3944

Farmland      Equipment     Antiques      Collectibles 
Residential       Commercial      Tools          Farm Machinery     
Vehicles      Coins      Offi  ce Equipment    Furniture & More!

Ross Ronne
Auctioneer, Realtor
402-366-7818 Personal 

Property

H  Vehicles  H  Coins  H  Office Equipment  H  Furniture & More

H  Farmland  H  Equipment  H  Antiques  H  Collectibles
H  Residential  H  Commercial  H  Tools  H  Farm Machinery

Currently booking into 2020.
Reserve your date today!
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greensells.com •  Toll Free: 1-888-313-3944

AUCTIONS 
by the 

GREEN TEAM
Currently booking into 2016. 

Reserve your date today!

www.greensells.com
Toll Free: 1-888-313-3944

Farmland      Equipment     Antiques      Collectibles 
Residential       Commercial      Tools          Farm Machinery     
Vehicles      Coins      Offi  ce Equipment    Furniture & More!

Ross Ronne
Auctioneer, Realtor
402-366-7818 Personal 

Property

WWW.YETTERCO.COM | INFO@YETTERCO.COM | COLCHESTER, IL

2967 SHORT FLOATING 
ROW CLEANER
Wide and narrow models

6200 CAST SPIKE 
CLOSING WHEEL
Drag Chain optional

10,000 MAGNUM™ OPENER FOR
FERTILIZER APPLICATION

NH3, liquid, or dry
PATENT PENDING

2968 ROW-
UNIT MOUNT 
IN-BETWEEN 
FERTILIZER 
OPENER
Single or dual  
application

2940 AIR ADJUST™ 
ROW CLEANER
Several models  
available
PATENTED

5000 STALK DEVASTATOR™

Protect tires from wear and damage
PATENTED

FERTILIZER APPLICATION RESIDUE MANAGEMENT

PLANTING EQUIPMENT

HARVEST EQUIPMENT

SEEDBED PREPARATION

6200 TWISTER 
CLOSING  
WHEEL
Complete  
or ring only
PATENTED

2984 STRIP 
FRESHENER 

647 US Highway 6
Friend, NE

402-947-2080

It’s your farm. It’s your life.
Make sure you have
the right insurance.

INSURE
YOUR LIVELIHOOD

Western United 
Mutual Insurance

Association
116 W. 3rd St., Wilber

402-821-2370

• FARM PROPERTY & CASUALTY
• EQUIPMENT INSURANCE  
• LIVESTOCK INSURANCE
• PIVOT INSURANCE

Call Jay Hartman or Brandon Hegeholz,
your seed dealers in Seward County

Shop: 402-535-2589
Jay’s cell: 402-641-5836  •  Brandon’s cell: 402-643-5662

1653-392nd Rd.  •  Seward

Larsen & Associates
Auctioneers

Farm Equipment • Household
Antiques & Collectibles • Real Estate

Lance Larsen • (402) 576-3002
P.O. Box 71 • Cordova, NE 68330

www.larsensauctions.com
Robert Rhodes • Lars Larsen 

Sheldon Kohout • Ethan Larsen • Bob Pagel

We treat other people’s cattle as if they were our own!
Contact Mike Briggs • Briggs Cattle Company

402-643-2303
3044 Alvo Rd. • Seward, NE 68434

CATTLE COMPANY

402-826-2197 • cretelumberandfarmsupply.com
W. Hwy 33 • Crete, NE 68333

CRETE LUMBER
AND

FARM SUPPLY
®

M–F 7:30–5:30 • SAT 7:30–4 • SUN 1–4

Good luck!Come see us for all your
agricultural needs!

402-826-2197 • cretelumberandfarmsupply.com
W. Hwy 33 • Crete, NE 68333

CRETE LUMBER
AND

FARM SUPPLY
®

M–F 7:30–5:30 • SAT 7:30–4 • SUN 1–4

Good luck!

402-826-2197 • cretelumberandfarmsupply.com
W. Hwy 33 • Crete, NE 68333

CRETE LUMBER
AND

FARM SUPPLY
®

M–F 7:30–5:30 • SAT 7:30–4 • SUN 1–4

Good luck!

402-826-2197 • cretelumberandfarmsupply.com
W. Hwy 33 • Crete, NE 68333

CRETE LUMBER
AND

FARM SUPPLY
®

M–F 7:30–5:30 • SAT 7:30–4 • SUN 1–4

Good luck!

402-826-2197 • cretelumberandfarmsupply.com
W. Hwy 33 • Crete, NE 68333

CRETE LUMBER
AND

FARM SUPPLY
®

M–F 7:30–5:30 • SAT 7:30–4 • SUN 1–4

Good luck!
Millet, Sundangrass, annual

forage mixes and no-till
drill rentals available

“We Understand Markets”

Roger L. Gamble

Call Us
402-643-6669

or
800-873-6669

222 South 5th • Seward

Hands-on
Ag Education!

Areas of Study in Beatrice:
Agriculture Management & Production
Horticulture & Turfgrass Management
Livestock Production
Precision Agriculture
     Related programs in Milford:
     Diesel-Ag Equipment Service Tech
     John Deere Tech

www.southeast.edu/Academics

Your Path to Possible

Bruntz finishes harvest after COVID recovery
by Brady Oltmans
editor@sewardindependent.com

A farmer, a planter 
and his crops. That's Da-
vid Bruntz's life broken 
down to common denom-
inators.

When the pandemic 
crept into Nebraska he 
wasn't concerned. A 
farmer's job involves so-
cial distancing. In most 
cases, it's required.

He existed indepen-
dent from the novel 
coronavirus, his farm 
outside of Friend not 
oblivious to the virus 
but not concerned. Then 
the Nebraska Corn 
Board president started 
running a high fever 
accompanied by a dry 
cough in late June.

Bruntz told KETV 

in September that he 
doesn't know how he 
contracted the virus, 
he just knew he tested 
positive. Causing even 
more confusion, his 
close contacts all tested 

negative.
“It's very strange,” 

he said. “We don't have 
all the answers. We 
know we have to be very 
careful.”

Bruntz isolated and 
rested for two weeks 
while his brother, 
nephew and a hired 
farmhand kept the 3,000 
acre operation moving. 
He said he's thankful 
to have contracted the 
virus early, as opposed 
to during harvest.

As president of the 
Corn Board, he sent a 
memo to organization 
members. That memo 
called upon farmers 
and rural residents to 
prevent accidents and 
ensure safety. Bruntz 
was quoted in that 
memo, giving members 

a trusted, familiar face 
they could associate 
with the pandemic.

“As someone who 
contracted COVID-19 
earlier this summer, I 
can adamantly say this 
is a virus you want to 
avoid, and it's definitely 
not something you want 
to get during harvest,” 
he said. “Oftentimes, as 
farmers, we think our 
occupations are prime 
for social distancing. 
While that may be true, 
this virus spreads easily, 

so we need to take pre-
cautions, such as keeping 
our distance from others, 
wearing masks in public 
places and washing our 
hands and using hand 
sanitizers often.”

That memo instructed 
farmers to have a plan in 
place to reduce stress in 
the event of an accident 
or illness.

Harvest is nearly 
completed across Ne-

braska as the coronavi-
rus continues to spread 
throughout rural com-
munities at a higher 
rate than urban states. 
Public Health Solutions, 
which oversees Saline 
County in its health 
district, confirmed 1,421 
cases in the county as 
of Nov. 27 – at least four 
times as much as neigh-
boring Fillmore, Thayer 
and Jefferson counties.

David Bruntz

Rural Affairs to launch pilot
The Center for Rural 

Affairs recently an-
nounced plans to begin 
offering single family 
housing and homeown-
ership loans in rural 
Nebraska by leveraging 
existing business lend-
ing capacity.

The endeavor began 
when the Center ex-
plored rural housing 
last year. Then came 
a $557,000 grant from 
the Community De-
velopment Financial 
Institutions Fund at the 

Department of Treasury. 
The Center will begin 
a pilot lending phase in 
the coming months.

Brian Depew at the 
Center for Rural Affairs 
said rural areas suffer 
from low home-vacancy 
rates, aging housing 
stock, insufficient re-
habilitation and lack of 
new home construction.

In a release, Depew 
wrote the rate of home-
ownership by minorities 
nationwide remains 
significantly lower than 

those of white neighbors. 
In Nebraska, he wrote, 
the homeownership rate 
for Latino residents is 
42% compared to 70% for 
non-Latino white residents.

“We strive to address 
these challenges by of-
fering housing loans that 
increase homeownership 
opportunities for low- and 
middle-income and mi-
nority residents in rural 
Nebraska,” Depew wrote.
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PAC ‘N’ SAVE 
DISCOUNT GROCERY 
We Are Local. We Are Family.

SEWARD’S ONLY LOCALLY-OWNED
GROCERY STORE

1519 WEST HWY 34 • SEWARD, NE • 402-643-6609
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www.davissonfurniture.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Davisson Furniture Center

The Magic Starts Here!

2767 Progressive
(South Hwy 15)

Seward, NE 68434

402-643-3777
Open 10–6

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Like us on
Facebook

Sun 1–4

Manufacturing Engineering Technology
Milford Campus

     www.southeast.edu/visitscc

Discover

Your Path
   to Possible!

145 N. 5th St. • Seward, NE 68434
402-643-2911 • www.suhrlichty.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Members of the 2020-21 dance team at Centennial High are, from left, Krislyn Green, Jayden Foreman, Aubree Wolfe, 
Morgan Steckly, Keelie Bronson and Ellie Tempel.

COURTESY ILLUSTRATION

The Seward High Starlettes in 2020-21 are Ella Davis-Schmit, Claire Geidel, Noelle Geidel, Natalie Keller, Haley Kim-
brough, Becca Koch, Brenna McAdam, Kambryn Nelson, Sarita Richards, Layla Sugden and McKinley Voss.

COURTESY PHOTO

Left: The 2020-21 cheer-
leaders at Centennial High 
are, from left, Cheyenne 
O’Donnell, Kim Nitz, Mor-
gan Steckly, Keelie Bronson 
and Kenzie Steckly.

COURTESY ILLUSTRATION

Right: The 2020 cheer squad at Seward High includes, from left: (first row) Margaret 
Glenn, Alexandra Sick, Allysen Gross, Carissa Gottschalk and Jayden Novak; (second 
row) Natalie Keller, Hannah Johnson, Sarita Richards and Tara Higgins; and (third row) 
Brenna McAdam, Layla Sugden, Alexis Howell and Rebecca Koch.
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Boys’ basketball
Coach’s name: Trevor Menke
Sport: Seward boys’ basketball
Last season’s record: 5-15
Assistant coaches: Wade Miller and Tanner 

Shuck
Seniors on this year’s team: Cole Gray and 

Nathan Miller
Returning letter winners: Traetyn Schae-

fer, Sam Schroeder, Drew Covalt
Holes to fill from last season: We are very 

young. Traetyn and Sam were only part-time 

starters last year due to injury. We lack experience 
at the varsity class B level.

Strengths of this year’s team: We have 
some hungry kids. They are not afraid of work 
and we are going to play hard.

Changes with COVID for this season: We 
are going day by day. Some December games are 
in jeopardy with teams in Lancaster County. We 
play Lincoln Christian, Norris and Lincoln Lu-
theran all before Christmas. We are pretty healthy 
and haven’t been bitten by the Covid bug much 
since the start of school here.

Teams to watch in conference/district: 
Adams Central (favorite) in conference. District is 
wide open.

Coach’s name: Cam Scholl
Sport: Centennial boys’ basketball
Last season’s record: 21-5
Assistant coaches: Craig Barjenbruch, Bob 

Fish, Jordan Ortmeier and Stan Erks
Seniors on this year’s team: Cooper Gier-

han

Boys’ basketball

COURTESY ILLUSTRATION/SCI/MT

The 2020-21 Seward High boys’ basketball team includes, from left: (first row) Cole Gray, Micah Hackbart, Drew Covalt, Gavin Sukup, Trevor Ruth, Bryce Piskorski and Jackson 
Trost; (second row) Dylan Read, Sam Schroeder, Leighton Limback, Dalton Burt, Traetyn Schaefer and Nathan Miller; (third row) Andrew Frazey, Sabit Duol, Luke Wegman, 
Braiden Herring, Jacob DeGroot, Sam Schrad and Kameron Dyer; (fourth row) Larson Goldsmith, Braden Hartman, Max Summa, Malachi Limback, Hank Hughes and Finn 
Hochstein; (fifth row) Cole Luebbe, Kyle Peery, Talan Schaefer, Andrew Gendron, Collin Nagel, Connor Matzke and Matthew Wegman; and (sixth row) Drew Collings, Caden 
Brooks, Jacob Mueller, Josh Ringler, Evett Howe and Gage Smith-Voshell. Braeden Dey is not pictured.

(continued on page 4)
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Every time you use your Cattle Bank & Trust Debit Card 
and sign for the transaction, a portion of the proceeds

will benefit Seward Public Schools.
www.cattlebank.com  |  (402) 643-3636

Returning letter winners: Cooper Gierhan, 
Jake Bargen, Lane Zimmer, Levi Zimmer, Mike 
Nisly, Maj Nisly, Lance Haberman 

Holes to fill from last season: We will real-
ly miss Joel Bargen and Caleb Horne.

Strengths of this year’s team: Cooper Gi-

erhan and Jake Bargen give us a great 1-2 punch.
Changes with COVID for this season: 

Too many to list. Going to have to be flexible. 
Teams to watch in conference/district: 

GICC in our district, Milford, Wilber, Sutton and 
Heartland in our conference.

Coach’s name: Chris Lewandowski
Sport: Malcolm boys’ basketball
Last season’s record: 7-17
Assistant coaches: Zach Wehner and Jordan 

Case
Seniors on this year’s team: Maclain 

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI/MT

The 2020-21 boys’ basketball team at Centennial includes, from left: (first row) Maj Nisly, Mike Nisly, Jake Bargen, Cooper Gierhan, Lance Haberman, Carson Prochaska, Shawn 
Rathjen and Jayde Gumaer; (second row) Jayden Hartshorn, Justin Rumery, Conner Clouse, Alex Hirschfeld, Elijah Utter and Jacob Warm; and (third row) Jesse Dunbar, Jonathan 
Hoops, Reiden Fowler, Ben Sams, John Fehlhafer and Clinton Turnbull. Levi Zimmer and Lane Zimmer are not pictured.

(continued from page 3)

(continued on page 5)

•Picadilly Pizza •Subs •Bakery
•Gas •Snacks •Pop •Beer

•Burgers •Soft Serve Ice Cream

THE BRONCO SPUR
101 Hwy. 34, Utica, NE     402-534-5055

Good luck Broncos!

www.fbutica.com

Utica • Cordova
Friend • Milligan

Member FDIC

Good luck!
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Thornridge Golf Course 

Set up a Tee-time today! 

(402) 761-3606 

“We Understand Markets”

222 South 5th • Seward

Call Us
402-643-6669

or
800-873-6669

Dr. Daryl Hackbart, D.C. | Dr. Tyler Hackbart, D.C.

Congratulations Students!

402.646.2020

Beach, Malcolm Saltzman, Gavan Dunse, Jacob 
Schweitzer, Trentyn Beekman, Ethan Robotham

Returning letter winners: Maclain Beach, 
Malcolm Saltzman, Ethan Robotham, Hayden 
Frank, Drew Johnson

Holes to fill from last season: Replacing 
inside presence of Jaydin Little who led the team 
in scoring and rebounding last year.

Strengths of this year’s team: This group 

loves the game and has strong basketball intelli-
gence. We are going to have to do the little things 
really well to accomplish the goals that we have 
set. I have definitely seen this group get after it and 
compete during the summer.

Changes with COVID for this season: 
Obviously our start has been delayed until Dec. 
7. We will have to get some things accomplished 
virtually and work out on our own until then. 
Hoping we are able to get going as soon as we can. 

There will definitely be plenty of postponements 
and cancellations.

Teams to watch in conference/district: 
Auburn and Freeman will be two teams to watch 
in the conference. Milford and Lincoln Christian 
will be strong in the districts.

Coach’s name: Tony Muller
Sport: Milford boys’ basketball

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI/MT

The 2020-21 Malcolm boys’ basketball team includes, from left: (first row) Brayden Boehle, Malcolm Saltzman, Gavan Dunse, Jacob Schweitzer, Ethan Robotham, Maclain Beach, 
Trentyn Beekman and Connor Zegar; (second row) Brett Rhone, Anthony Kouma, Lucas Beckman, Hayden Frank, Drew Johnson, Lucas Christensen and Karter Kopecky; and (third 
row) Sam Burbach, Noah Gonyea, Carson Ramsier, Dalton Amen, Maddox Meyer, Noah VanEvery, Garret Bietz and Luke Schmidt. Owin Little and Cody Sykes are not pictured.

(continued from page 4)

(continued on page 6)



Page 6    •    December 2, 2020    •    Seward County Independent and The Milford Times

Milford Basketball

	 Dec.	 4	 host Fillmore Central	 6/7:45p
	 Dec.	 5	 at Raymond Central	 2/3:45p
	 Dec.	 11	 host Fairbury	 6/7:45p
	 Dec.	 12	 at Lincoln Lutheran	 3:45/5:30p
	 Dec.	 15	 host Ashland-Greenwood (G)	6p
	 Dec.	 18	 at Centennial	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 19	 host Ashland-Greenwood (B)	3:30p
	 Dec.	 21	 host BDS	 6/7:45p
	 Dec.	 22	 at North Bend Central	 6/7:45p
	 Jan.	 2	 at Holiday Tournament	 1/2:30p
	 Jan.	 8	 at Malcolm	 6/7:45p
	 Jan.	 9	 host David City	 6/7:45p
	 Jan.	 12	 at Syracuse (G)	 6p
	 Jan.	 16	 host Thayer Central	 6/7:45p

	 Jan.	 19	 at Lakeview	 6/7:45p
	 Jan.	 22	 at Elmwood-Murdock	 6/7:45p
	 Jan.	 26	 host Sutton	 6/7:45p
	 Jan.	 29	 at Wilber-Clatonia	 6/7:45p
	 Feb.	 1-6	 at Southern Nebraska Conf.	 TBA
	 Feb.	 12	 host Sandy Creek	 6/7:45p
	 Feb.	 13	 at Boys Town (B)	 3:45p
	 Feb.	15-18	 at Subdistricts (G)	 TBA
	 Feb.	 20	 at District final (G)	 TBA
	 Feb.	22-25	 at Subdistricts (B)	 TBA
	 Feb.	 27	 at District final (B)	 TBA
	 March 4-6	 at State (G), Lincoln	 TBA
	 March 11-13	at State (B), Lincoln	 TBA

times listed girls/boys varsity

Last season’s record: 11-13
Assistant coaches: Brett Troyer, Eric Lund, 

Todd Vegas
Seniors: Isaac Yeackley, Bryce Jakub, Cason 

Tucker, Kaleb Miller, Collin Piening
Lettermen: Isaac Yeackley, Bryce Jakub, Ka-

leb Miller, Cason Tucker, Seth Stutzman, Micah 
Hartwig, Cabe Schluckebier, Maddox Baack, 
Camden Springer, Jaxon Weyand (Crete).

Graduated: Carson Stauffer (2-year starter), 
Matt Walker - both forwards. 

Strengths: We seem to have good depth at the 
guard position. We have good quickness and smart 
players. We need to develop more depth at forward 
and gain varsity experience.

CAITLYN NELSON/SCI/MT

The 2020-21 Milford High School boys’ basketball team includes, from left: (first row) Jaxon Weyand, Cabe Schluckebier, Seth Stutzman, Maddox Baack, Isaac Yeackley, Collin 
Piening, Camden Springer and Micah Hartwig; (second row) Camdon Alaniz, Parker Roth, Colton Hauder, Carter Roth, Dylan Kroese, Garret Watenpaugh, Ayden Shook and 
Jamison Miller; and (back row) Orlando Rakow, Hudson Mullet, Nelson Girmus, Cayden Baker, Alec Shook, Chase Nitzsche, Omarion Weaver, Reice Stutzman and Kaden Guerra. 
Kaleb Miller, Bryce Jakub and Cason Tucker are not pictured.

COVID changes: We are practicing 100% in 
masks. You never really know who will be there 
from one day to the next because of the quaran-
tining protocol. It makes it more difficult to get in 

a flow with practices. It will definitely change the 
schedule of games.

Teams to watch: Sutton, Centennial, Heart-
land

(continued from page 5)
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Troyer Insurance Agency
501 1st Street

Milford, NE 68405

Sandra L. Troyer
T.J. Reynolds

(402) 761-3696
"Where Service Is A Priority"

Troyer Insurance Agency
501 1st Street

Milford, NE 68405

Sandra L. Troyer
T.J. Reynolds

(402) 761-3696
"Where Service Is A Priority"◆◆TI

Thank you to all the are  re and rescue departments!

Girls’ basketball
Coach’s name: Beth Bohuslavsky 
Sport: Seward girls’ basketball 
Last season’s record: 6-14
Assistant coaches: Brock Anderson, Tanner 

Roth and Grace Barry
Seniors on this year’s team: Anna Hughes 

and Abbey Ringler 

Returning letter winners: Hannah Bene-
dict, Ava King, Tanya Miller, Tarryn Hartman, 
Madison Dominy, Keira Lliteras and Eden Schulz

Holes to fill from last season: We will need 
to identify our roles and players will need to step 
and score. We will also need to be able to defend 
and rebound the ball. We also need to play with 

Girls’ basketball

Seward Basketball

	 Dec.	 3	 at Hastings	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 5	 host North Bend Central	2:30/4p
	 Dec.	 8	 at Lincoln Christian	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 12	 host Northwest	 2:30/4p
	 Dec.	 15	 host Elkhorn North (G)	 6:30p
	 Dec.	 18	 at Norris	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 22	 host Lincoln Lutheran	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	28-29	 at Wahoo tournament	 TBA
	 Jan.	 8	 at Beatrice	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 12	 host Schuyler	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 14	 at Platteview (B)	 7p
	 Jan.	 16	 host Waverly	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 19	 at Crete	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 22	 host Aurora	 6/7:30p

	 Jan.	25-30	 at Central Conference	 TBA
	 Feb.	 2	 host Lakeview	 6/7:30p
	 Feb.	 5	 at Blair	 6/7:30p
	 Feb.	 9	 host Fairbury	 6/7:30p
	 Feb.	 11	 host Wayne	 6/7:30p
	 Feb.	 12	 at York	 6/7:30p
	 Feb.	15-18	 at Subdistricts (G)	 TBA
	 Feb.	 20	 at District final (G)	 TBA
	 Feb.	22-25	 at Subdistricts (B)	 TBA
	 Feb.	 27	 at District final (B)	 TBA
	 March 4-6	 at State (G), Lincoln	 TBA
	 March 11-13	at State (B), Lincoln	 TBA

times listed girls/boys varsity

COURTESY ILLUSTRATION

Playing basketball for the 
Seward High girls’ team 
in 2020-21 are, from left: 
(first row) Jayden Fernau, 
Ellie Greisen, Abbey Ringler, 
Anna Hughes, Hannah Ben-
edict, Desirae Hibbert and 
Tarryn Hartman; (second 
row) Sofia Heaston, Eden 
Schulz, Keira Lliteras, Tanya 
Miller, Madison Dominy 
and Drew Kratochvil; (third 
row) Ona Stutzman, Lovely 
Hibbert, Ava King, Emmalee 
Herring and Haylie Sloup; 
(fourth row) Libby Kratoch-
vil, Dalaney Anderson, Izzie 
Peetz and Katelyn Imig; and 
(fifth row) Maryn Johnson, 
Rilee Kreutz and Coral Col-
lins. Isabelle Vanbeek is not 
pictured.

(continued on page 8)

MILFORD
PLUMBING, INC.

513 First St.

402-761-3886
Mark Saltzman
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Centennial Basketball

	 Dec.	 3	 host David City	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 5	 at Nebraska Christian	 4/5:30p
	 Dec.	 10	 at Sandy Creek	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 15	 at Fairbury	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 18	 host Milford	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 19	 at Superior	 3:30/5p
	 Dec.	29-30	 at Malcolm tournament	 TBA
	 Jan.	 2	 host Heartland	 3:30/5p
	 Jan.	 8	 host Sutton	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 9	 at Raymond Central	 2:30/4p
	 Jan.	 12	 at Shelby-Rising City	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 15	 at Lakeview	 6:15/8p
	 Jan.	 16	 host Central City	 2:30/4p
	 Jan.	 19	 host Wilber-Clatonia (G)	 7:30p

	 Jan.	 23	 host Centura	 2:30/4p
	 Jan.	 26	 host Fillmore Central	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 29	 at Thayer Central	 6/7:30p
	 Feb.	 1-6	 at Southern Nebraska Conf.	 TBA
	 Feb.	 9	 at Yutan (G)	 7:30p
	 Feb.	 13	 host Malcolm (B)	 4:30p
	 Feb.	15-18	 at Subdistricts (G)	 TBA
	 Feb.	 19	 host Wilber-Clatonia (B)	 7:30p
	 Feb.	 20	 at District final (G)	 TBA
	 Feb.	22-25	 at Subdistricts (B)	 TBA
	 Feb.	 27	 at District final (B)	 TBA
	 March 4-6	 at State (G), Lincoln	 TBA
	 March 11-13	at State (B), Lincoln	 TBA

times listed girls/boys varsity

confidence. 
Strengths of this year’s team: Our girls 

work hard! Our team chemistry has been great 
and will only get better as we start to play with 
each other more. Our leaders have been stepping 
up to help our young girls. We return a lot of 
guards so our guard play will help us in the transi-
tion game. 

Changes with COVID for this season: 
Masks will be the big thing. We will wearing them 
as much as possible. We want to be playing in 
March, so we will be doing our part so the girls 
can have their season. 

Teams to watch in conference/district: 
Adams Central, York and GI Northwest

Coach’s name: Jake Polk
Sport: Centennial girls’ basketball
Last season’s record: 16-9
Assistant coaches: Mark Ortmeier and Ann 

Endres
Seniors on this year’s team: Kate 

Hirschfeld, Asia Nisly, Jaycee Stuhr, Kiley Rath-
jen, Daylee Dey, Kierra Green, Jaci Opfer, Kailey 
Ziegler, Maddie Avery, Jillian Bailey

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI/MT

The Centennial girls’ basketball team for 2020-21 includes, from left: (first row) Kailey Ziegler, Maddie Avery, Jaycee Stuhr, Kate Hirschfeld, Kiley Rathjen, Asia Nisly, Daylee 
Dey and Jaci Opfer; (second row) Karley Naber, Kia Brown, Gracen Fehlhafer, Halley Heidtbrink, Maddie Brandenburgh, Alex Galavez, Brylie Streit and Savannah Horne; and 
(third row) Ariel Stuhr, Cora Payne, Ava Fischer, Molly Prochaska, Lillian Butzke and Rylee Menze. Not pictured are Kierra Green, Halle Kinnett, Krislyn Green, Jillian Bailey, 
Mallory Rozendahl and Aubree Wolfe.

Returning letter winners: Kate Hirschfeld, 
Asia Nisly, Jaycee Stuhr, Kiley Rathjen, Daylee 
Dey, Kierra Green, Kailey Ziegler, Maddie Avery, 
Halley Heidtbrink, Maddie Brandenburgh

Holes to fill from last season: Interior post 
- Kaitlyn Fehlhafer

Strengths of this year’s team: We are a 
very experienced team, but we also have a lot of 
length and skill. We will be able to press almost 

every team we play, and we will be really good in 
transition. Our team has some good shooters that 
will need to find some consistency in order to open 
up the floor for our offense.

Changes with COVID for this season: 
We are following all the expected and required 
precautions in regards to COVID this season. 
Our team is separated into two locker rooms at 

(continued from page 7)

(continued on page 13)
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Joe Schluckebier
517 1st St. • Milford, NE 68405

(402) 761-2291
www.insureNe.com • email: joe@insureNe.com

Best of luck to allour local
sports teams

Premier Real Estate
www.PREnebraska.com

215 N. 6th • Seward • 402-643-3229

Good Luck

Area Teams and Athletes! 
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The results you want, the care you deserve.

510 Bradford St., Suite B • Seward, NE
402-646-2007 • enhancedphysicaltherapy.net

Hours: Monday–Friday 7:00a.m.–5:00p.m.

Enhanced Physical Therapy 
provides experienced, skilled 
and compassionate care to 
Seward County area athletes. 
We have been proud to help 
return athletes to the field of 
play as quickly and safely as 
possible. We utilize the latest 
techniques and are certified 
in concussion rehabilitation. 
Stop by or call with any 
questions on how we can help 
you or your athletes!
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From our team to yours,
Good Luck!

New patients welcome

Jeff Spahr, DDS
Janna Spahr, DDS
Brent Matulka, DMD
Katie Starostka, DMD

ilford
C L I N I C  P.C.

ilford
Dental

CL IN IC  P.C.

Dental

ilford
C L I N I C  P.C.

Dental

112 B Street • Milford, NE 68405
402-761-2351 • www.milfordnedentist.com

Good Luck Athletes!
Jones Bank is proud to support local student athletes.

We offer many products and services for students.  From 
Simply FREE Checking Accounts to Savings Accounts to 
Car Loans and everything in between, we will provide you 
with exceptional banking experiences.  

 INTEGRITY    SERVICE    COMMUNITY  
jonesbank.com

MILFORD

EAGLES

ABBY

HOUK
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Did you miss the shot?
See if we got it.

www.sewardindependent.com 
and click on photos
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Good luck, area schools!
www.sewardindependent.com
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Since1968
321 Jackson Ave.

Seward, NE
402-643-2560

H Quality High-Def TVs H DISH®TV & Internet H
H Truck Accessories & Remote Starters H

H Home Theater & Car Stereo H
H Cell Phone Boosters H Camera Security Systems H

Malcolm Basketball

	 Dec.	 4	 host Weeping Water	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 5	 host Auburn	 6:30/8p
	 Dec.	 8	 at Conestoga	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 12	 host Cross County	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 15	 host Elmwood-Murdock	6/7:30p
	 Dec.	 19	 at Raymond Central	 2:30/4p
	 Dec.	 22	 host Louisville	 6/7:30p
	 Dec.	29-30	host holiday tournament	 TBA
	 Jan.	 7	 at Palmyra	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 8	 host Milford	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 9	 at UNK (G)	 11:45a
	 Jan.	 12	 host Fillmore Central	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 15	 at Yutan	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 16	 host David City	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 19	 host Freeman	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 22	 at Wilber-Clatonia	 6/7:30p
	 Jan.	 23	 host Mead	 4:30/6p
	 Jan.	 26	 host JCC	 6/7:30p
	 Jan. 30-Feb. 6   at ECNC	 TBA
	 Feb.	 9	 at Wahoo (G)	 7:30p
	 Feb.	 13	 at Centennial (B)	 4:30p
	 Feb.	15-18	 at Subdistricts (G)	 TBA
	 Feb.	 19	 at Ashland-Greenwood (B)	 7:30p
	 Feb.	 20	 at District final (G)	 TBA
	 Feb.	22-25	 at Subdistricts (B)	 TBA
	 Feb.	 27	 at District final (B)	 TBA
	 March 4-6	 at State (G), Lincoln	 TBA
	 March 11-13	at State (B), Lincoln	 TBA

times listed girls/boys varsity

our school to give the girls more space. In practice 
and in games, the coaching staff and managers 
will always be masked. We want to have a season, 
so we are willing to do whatever it takes, follow-
ing whatever guidelines, in order for these girls to 
showcase their talents and represent their school.

Teams to watch in conference/district: 
Conference: Sutton; District: Cross County

Coach’s name: Andy Klepper

Sport: Malcolm girls’ basketball
Last season’s record: 19-7
Assistant coaches: Michael Trausch, Jona-

than Hunt
Seniors on this year’s team: Ashlynn Sehi, 

Joslyn Small, Jasmine Small
Returning letter winners: Alyssa For-

tik, Emma Brown, Joslyn Small, Ashlynn Sehi, 
Diamond Sedlak, Jasmine Small, Jordan Denton, 
Lauryn England, Kiley Elkins, Reagan Wonder-
check

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI/MT

Playing basketball for the 2020-21 Malcolm girls’ team are, from left: (first row) Heidi Wessel, Ashlynn Sehi, Joslyn 
Small and Jasmine Small; (second row) Riley McCall, Kennedy Cole, Jordan Denton, Reagan Wondercheck, Kiley El-
kins and Lauryn England; (third row) Kyley Petersen, Alanea Babb, Diamond Sedlak, Alyssa Fortik, Addyson Hanson, 
Emma Brown and Madison Schultz; and (fourth row) Ava Helms, Camry Sehi, Jhordyn Kirkpatrick, Karter Kinkaid, 
Keira Farritor and Abby Zegar. Mattie Kucera, Delaney Wollberg, Cora Schweitzer and Luci Brockhaus are not pictured.

Holes to fill from last season: We have our 
main group back from last season. We need to 
develop more scoring and find ways to rebound the 

(continued from page 8)

(continued on page 14)

1519 W. Hwy 34, Seward • pacnsaverx.com 
402-643-2918

Good luck
with your seasons!

135 North 5th Street | Seward, Nebraska 68434 • 402-643-4557

Tax Preparation • Tax and Business Planning
Bookkeeping • Quick Books Set-Up & Training

Auditing & Financial Statement Preparation



Page 14    •    December 2, 2020    •    Seward County Independent and The Milford Times

ball.
Strengths of this year’s team: We will play 

great defense and play with a lot of energy. I also 
like our ball handling which should lead to fewer 
turnovers per game.

Changes with COVID for this season: We 
can’t practice or play until Dec. 7. We might have 
to play a game on Dec. 8 without any practices 
since we are in Lancaster County.

Teams to watch in conference/district: 
Hopefully we are the team to watch in conference 
play. C1 will be very competitive as always. We 
have an experience advantage over a lot of teams, 
but they are getting extra practice and game time 
while we have to sit out.

Coach’s name: Phil Stauffer 
Sport: Milford girls’ basketball 
Assistants: Michele Kontor, Bobbi Broeke-

meier 
Last season: 17 - 7 

Seniors: Abby Houk , Hannah Kepler , Kait-
lyn Klug , Alayna Piening , Mariah Richards , 
Makena Stutzman 

Returning letter winners: Hannah Kepler , 
Abby Houk 

Holes to fill: Need to find some scorers on 
offense. Not a lot of experience but think we can 
grow into a pretty good team.

Strengths: Will have good height this year 
and deep bench. These girls have played really 

well together the last few seasons. Should be good 
defensively.

COVID: We are just doing everything we can 
to do our part so we can play this season. Taking 
it a day at a time and hopefully everything works 
out.

Conference teams: Sutton, Centennial and 
Superior should all have good teams this year. 
Our district is always tough with MalcoIm, Chris-
tian and Lutheran in our subs again.

CAITLYN NELSON/SCI/MT

Members of the 2020-21 
Milford High School girls’ 
basketball team are, from 
left: (first row) Hannah Ke-
pler, Kaitlyn Klug, Makena 
Stutzman, Alayna Pien-
ing and Mariah Richards; 
(second row) Josie Han-
sen, Kaitlin Kontor, Sydney 
Stelling, Taylor Roth, Celia 
Bontroger, Camille Stauffer, 
Amy Bousquet and Rebecca 
Freeman; and (third row) 
Ava Maple, Mackenzie Wa-
tenpaugh, Hannah Schilz, 
Sarah Spahr, Maddie Roth, 
Addi Mowinkel and Macy 
Stutzman. Abby Houk is not 
pictured.

(continued from page 13)

101 C Street
Milford, NE 68405

(402) 761-2424

814 Maple Street
Friend, NE 68359
(402) 947-2141

www.laubermoore.com

Good luck area schools!

Proudly supporting our local 
students & community since 1953.

Short & Extended Stay • Rehab • Respite

The difference is...

History
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Cory Mueller
238 S. 2nd St. • Seward, NE 68434 • 402-430-1183

Bluejays!GO Your money 
has hometown 
proud people

Member FDICubt.com

4th & Main
402.367.3016

Wrestling
Coach’s name: Bob Core
Sport: Seward wrestling
Assistant coaches: Nate Stepp, Bill Covert
Seniors on this year’s team: Jackson 

Warren, Daniel Clark, Hunter Novacek, Boone 

Duncan, Cameron Schrad, Reid Schanou.
Returning letter winners: Cash Duncan, 

Jackson Warren, Daniel Clark, Mason Bisbee, 
Breckin Schoepf, Nolan Hill, Conner Rosendale.

Holes to fill from last season: We lost some 
good upper weight wrestlers at 182, 195, 220.

Strengths of this year’s team: Our middle 
weights should be our strength.

Changes with COVID for this season: 
Our schedule seems to change daily. They will do 
a subdistrict and then a district tournament. State 

COURTESY ILLUSTRATION/SCI/MT

The 2020-21 Seward High wrestling team includes, from left: (first row) Treyton Hobson, Cash Duncan, Conner Rosendale, Matt Flyr, Nolan Hill, Riley Prochnow and Nolan 
Stanton; (second row) Zack Vrbka, Ethan Woolard, Eli Hiser, Dustin Hurley, Xander Foulk and Thunder Hayek; (third row) Mason Bisbee, Daniel Clark, Reid Schanou, Boone 
Duncan and Breckin Schoepf; and (fourth row) Conner Towle, Hunter Novacek, Cameron Schrad and Jackson Warren.

Wrestling

(continued on page 16)
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has been restructured.
Teams to watch in 

conference/district: 
Aurora and GINW will 
be the teams to watch 
at conference. Blair and 
York will be the teams 
at districts.

Coach’s name: Phil 
Payne

Sport: Centennial 
wrestling

Last season’s re-
cord: 7-10

Assistant coaches: 
Wayne Heine and Jake 
Prochaska 

Seniors on this 
year’s team: Ryan 
Payne and Tyson Rode-
wald

Returning let-
ter winners: Ryan 
Payne, Tyson Rode-
wald, Keenan Kosek, 
Colby Martin, Garrett 
Schernikau, Sam Payne, 
Carson Fehlhafer

Holes to fill from 
last season: 138-145

Strengths of this 
year’s team: Seniors 
and junior with experi-
ence, young freshman 
with a lot of potential as 
a group. 

Changes with 
COVID for this 
season: We already 
did most of it, just being 
diligent. Schedule will 
change considerably. 

Teams to watch in 
conference/district: 
Logan View and Aqui-

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI/MT

Centennial’s wrestling team for 2020-21 includes, from left: (front row) Trayton Stewart, Ryan Payne, Jarrett Dodson, Garrison Schernikau, Cyrus 
Songster and Dakota Gwinn; and (back row) Samuel Payne, Tyson Rodewald, Carson Fehlhafer, Nickolas Keith and Austin Patchin. Keenan Kosek, 
Colby Martin and Garrett Schernikau are not pictured.

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI/MT

Wrestling for Milford High in 2020-21 are, from left: (first row) Keenan Troyer, Conner Kohout, Eli Vondra, Konner Schluckebier, Carter Springer, 
Brody Mach and Hunter Oborny; (second row) Thomas Vance, Cale Burkhardt, Kasen Petsch, Trey Lyon and JJ Sage; and (third row) Ethan Buchli, 
Trent Stauffer, Lorenzo Temple, Isaac Voboril, Jack Chapman and Christopher Scdoris. Scott Klinginsmith and Joey Kenning are not pictured.

(continued from 
page 15)

(continued on
page 17)

nas at Districts, David 
City in Conference.

Coach’s name: Joe 
Schluckebier

Sport: Milford 
wrestling

Last season’s 
record: Sixth place 
Class C

Assistant coaches: 
Barry Erb, Jonah Peter-
son, Ken Burkhardt Jr.

Seniors on this 
year’s team: Konner 

Schluckebier, Trent 
Stauffer, Lorenzo Tem-
ple, Isaac Voboril

Returning letter 
winners: Konner 

Schluckebier, Carter 
Springer, Jack Chap-
man, Lorenzo Temple, 
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    HEYEN TAX & 
  ACCOUNTING, INC.

516 First St., Milford

Income Tax, Accounting and Payroll for:
•Farmers • Businesses •  Individuals

Phone or Fax
(402) 761-2726

Larry R. Heyen, ATP
Matthew Sample, ATP

Teresa Faltys, ATP  
Accredited Tax Preparers

“Locally Owned Hometown Service”

Charlie Pierce R.P.
610 1st Street Milford

402-761-2222

MILFOyD PHARMACY

Proud Supporter of
Milford Students!

Centennial Wrestling

	 Dec.	 3	 at Freeman Duals	 4:30p
	 Dec.	 5	 at Friend Invite	 9a
	 Dec.	 10	 at County Triangular, Seward	 6p
	 Dec.	 17	 host Triangular	 5:30p
	 Dec.	 19	 at Wahoo Invite	 9a
	 Dec.	 22	 at Sutton Duals	 11a
	 Jan.	 8-9	 at High Plains Invite	 10a/10a
	 Jan.	 14	 host Quad	 5p
	 Jan.	 15	 at Minden Duals	 3p
	 Jan.	 22	 at David City Invite	 10a
	 Jan.	 30	 at SNC, Wilber	 10a
	 Feb.	 5-6	 at Subdistrict C3-A, Aquinas	 TBA
	 Feb.	12-13	 host District C3	 TBA
	 Feb.	19-20	 at State, Omaha	 4p/1p

Malcolm Wrestling

	 Dec.	 4	 at Broken Bow Invite	 9:30a
	 Dec.	 12	 at Crete Invite	 9a
	 Dec.	 18	 at Crete	 6:30p
	 Dec.	 19	 at Wahoo Invite	 9a
	 Dec.	 31	 at JCC Quad	 9a
	 Jan.	 8	 host Broken Bow	 7p
	 Jan.	 9	 host Malcolm Invite	 9a
	 Jan.	 14	 host Raymond Central	 7p
	 Jan.	 16	 at Schuyler Invite	 9a
	 Jan.	 22	 at David City Invite	 10a
	 Jan.	 23	 at Oakland-Craig Invite	 9a
	 Jan.	 28	 at David City Triangular	 6:30p
	 Jan.	 30	 at Raymond Central Invite	 9a
	 Feb.	 5-6	 at Subdistrict C3-A, Aquinas	 TBA
	 Feb.	12-13	 at District C3, Centennial	 TBA
	 Feb.	19-20	 at State, Omaha	 4p/1p

Seward Wrestling

	 Dec.	 3	 host Triangular	 5p
	 Dec.	 5	 at Cozad Invite	 9:30a
	 Dec.	 10	 host County Triangular	 6p
	 Dec.	 12	 at Crete Invite	 9a
	 Dec.	 18	 at Platteview Invite	 2p
	 Jan.	 8	 at Ashland-Greenwood Invite	 4:30p
	 Jan.	 12	 at Platteview Duals	 5:30p
	 Jan.	 14	 at Northwest	 7p
	 Jan.	 16	 at Nebraska City Invite	 10a
	 Jan.	 21	 host Schuyler	 6p
	 Jan.	 23	 at Plattsmouth Invite	 9:30a
	 Jan.	 28	 host Double Dual	 5:30p
	 Jan.	 30	 at Central Conference	 9:30a
	 Feb.	 5-6	 at Subdistrict B2-B, York	 TBA
	 Feb.	12-13	 at District B3, Blair	 TBA
	 Feb.	19-20	 at State, Omaha	 9a/9a

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI/MT

Wrestling for Malcolm in 
the 2020-21 season are, 
from left: (first row) Zack 
Pasco and Trevor Lohrman; 
(second row) Luke Walters, 
Caleb Courter, Kale Nord-
meyer, Gavin Zoucha, Coo-
per Witte and Riley Dona-
hoo; (third row) Cheyenne 
Benischek, James Watts, 
Elliott Robotham, Colt Reil-
ing, Zane Zoucha and Josh 
Stewart; and (fourth row) 
Cydnee Loos, Cayden Wit-
zel, Bricen Wilke and Bryce 
Teut. Aidan Hardin is not 
pictured.

Thomas Vance, Joey Kenning, Trent Stauffer, 
Trace Rowland, Isaac Voboril, Christopher Scdo-
ris, Ethan Buchli, Eli Vondra

Holes to fill from last season: We lost two 
outstanding seniors in Jeaven Scdoris and Ethan 
Zegers, but we have multiple guys ready to step up 
and score big points for us.

Strengths of this year’s team: We should 
have a full line-up for maybe the first time in school 
history, and we have a lot of returning experi-
ence including being led by one of the first state 
champions Milford has had in 31 years in Konner 

(continued from page 16)

(continued on page 18)
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G&P DeveloPment lanDfill
Good luck, Eagles & Broncos!

Providing Solid Waste Services
for Seward/Saline Counties

402-761-3451

Seward Memorial
Physical Therapy

With over 85 years of combined therapy
experience served right here in Seward County,

you get the local quality care you deserve.
Your trusted local physical therapy team is dedicated
to a vast array of outpatient and inpatient services.

M–F 7 a.m.–5 p.m. • Sat. 7–11 a.m.
300 N. Columbia Ave. • 402-646-4611

www.mhcs.us

Orthopedics
Geriatrics
Sports Injuries
Dry Needling

Occupational Therapy
Speech Therapy
Aquatic Therapy
Home Safety Evaluations

Milford Wrestling

	 Dec.	 3	 host Triangular	 5:30p
	 Dec.	 5	 at Friend Invite	 9a
	 Dec.	 10	 at County Triangular, Seward	 6p
	 Dec.	 12	 at Crete Invite	 9a
	 Dec.	 15	 at Axtell Invite	 11a
	 Dec.	 19	 at tournament, TBA	 TBA
	 Dec.	 22	 host Quad	 4p
	 Jan.	 8	 at Wilber-Clatonia Duals	 3:30p
	 Jan.	 9	 at Aquinas Invite	 10a
	 Jan.	 14	 at York Triangular	 5:30p
	 Jan.	 16	 at Arlington Invite	 9:30a
	 Jan.	 22	 at David City Invite	 10a
	 Jan.	 30	 at SNC, Wilber	 10a
	 Feb.	 5-6	 at Subdistrict C3-A, Aquinas	 TBA
	 Feb.	12-13	 at District C3, Centennial	 TBA
	 Feb.	19-20	 at State, Omaha	 4p/1p

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI/MT

Malcolm’s unified bowling 
team in 2020 includes, from 
left: (front row) Matthew 
Burbach, Dom Hempfling, 
Hadley Teut, Ariel Smith, 
Madeline Day, Mikayla De-
Baets, Sami Koso and Emma 
Brown; and (back row) 
Addyson Hanson, David 
Swotek, Katie Lewis, Dan-
ielle Fortik, Abby Cantrell, 
Connor Zegar and Brayden 
Boehle.

Schluckebier. We have eight freshman this year, 
and a few of those will have an immediate impact 
on our lineup. Konner Schluckebier (first) and Eli 
Vondra (fifth) are our two returning state medalists.

Changes with COVID for this season: 
Tournaments are adhering to the 8-team limit and 
some are changing to dual format.

Teams to watch in conference/district: 
SNC Conference is always tough. We were runner 
up last year to the eventual state champion David 
City. Wilber is always a tough conference oppo-
nent, and Centennial and Fairbury have some 
good youth to help out their lineups. Our district 
will include Aquinas for the fourth year in a row, 
and Logan View which are the two toughest teams 
on paper. 

Coach’s name: Matt Coufal
Sport: Malcolm wrestling
Assistant coaches: Cole Gore and Cole 

Jividan
Seniors on this year’s team: TJ Lohrman 

and Zack Pasco
Returning letter winners: TJ Lohrman, 

Zack Pasco, Caleb Courter, Zane Zoucha, Kale 
Nordmeyer, Gavin Zoucha, Riley Donahoo

Holes to fill from last season: Dylan 
Zoucha, one of most decorated wrestler in school 
history, third place finish last year at state

Strengths of this year’s team: Good group 
of experience and youth on this years team. 
Should fill all weight classes. Have a core group 
of returning state qualifiers, medalists and point 
scorers that will do a nice job of leading the team. 

(continued from page 17)

(continued on page 19)
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Brad & Jill Perdue • Greg & Dixie Zabka

www.zabkafuneralhome.com
Seward • 402-643-2924 • Dwight

Tough times don’t last;
             tough teams do!

GOOD LUCK!

From our team to yours,
Good Luck!

New patients welcome

Jeff Spahr, DDS
Janna Spahr, DDS
Brent Matulka, DMD
Katie Starostka, DMD

575 Fallbrook Blvd., Ste. 107 • Lincoln, NE 68521
402-467-0007 • www.fallbrookfamilydentistry.com

3269 Progressive Ave. 
Seward, NE 68434

402-643-4977
Hours: M-F 7:30-5, Sat 7:30-12

sacklumber.com

STEPHANIE CROSTON/SCI/MT

Left: The 2020-21 MIlford 
High dance team includes, 
from left: (first row) Addison 
Sample, Hannah Wittstruck 
and Brooklyn McDonald; 
(second row) Emma Hersh-
berger, Phoebe Kolb, Abi-
gail Hovendick and Morgan 
Havlat; and (third row) Ally 
Taylor, Savannah Spahr and 
Sarah Spahr.

COURTESY PHOTO

The 2020-21 cheerleading squad at Malcolm High includes, from left: (front row) Hana Maddox, Mackenna Henson, 
Joslyn Small, Piper Beatty, Jasmine Small and Reagan Wondercheck; and (back row) Berkley Barrett, Kennedy Cole, 
Bailey Hraban, Sidney Holliday, Emma Meyers, Katie Lewis, Abby Zegar and Scarlett Battles.

Have 20 out so also a 
very solid number to 
work with.

Changes with 
COVID for this sea-
son: Where to begin…
Unable to compete at 
always tough Schuyler 
invite because of eight-
team recommendations. 
Start of season - includ-
ing practice - put off un-
til Dec. 7 at the earliest. 
This really puts us in a 

bind being 15 practices 
behind everyone else 
not in Lancaster Coun-
ty. We’ll deal with it, get 
though it, and compete.

Teams to watch in 
conference/district: 
Aquinas Catholic and 
Milford are both in our 
subdistrict. They both 

return some depth and 
talent. Conf. final will be 
more individually based 
so we’ll have to wait and 
see on that. Within our 
conference Yutan and 
Auburn will have solid 
teams. Not sure on Falls 
City as we haven’t com-
peted against them much.

(continued from 
page 18)
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potential to do well
COVID: Masks are 

mandated in bowling 
alleys. Some places will 

limit fans because of 
space.

Teams to watch: 
Because bowling is 

a new NSAA sport, 
districts have not been 
assigned. However, 
Fremont, Columbus and 

Millard North and West 
are strong programs.

410 S. Hwy 6 – Milford, NE 68405
Phone (402) 761-2872 • Hours: 5 a.m.–11 p.m.

GOOD LUCK
TO ALL THE

AREA SCHOOLS!

A new sport joins the 
Nebraska School Ac-
tivities Association this 
season – bowling. In 
the past, bowling was a 
club sport, which meant 
it didn’t fall under a 
school umbrella.

The 32 schools with 
bowling teams will be in 
one class.

Bowling
Coach: Julie Benes
Sport: Seward High 

girls’ bowling
Assistant coach: 

Steve Conner
Seniors: Olivia Ben-

es and Sky Brumm
Strengths: Our two 

seniors will definitely 
be our leaders, but all 
of our bowlers bring 
strength to our team 
thanks to the strong 
bowling presence in 
Seward.

COVID won’t affect 
bowling quite as much 
as other sports, but 
wearing a mask will be 

different. And hopefully 
no quarantine!

Teams to watch: 
Pius is always tough, 
and I’m sure the Oma-
ha teams will be good. 
This being the first 
year for NSAA will be 
different. 

We are so excited 
to finally be a part of 
NSAA, we can’t wait for 
the season to start!

Coach: Steve Con-
ner

Sport: Seward High 
boys’ bowling

Seniors: Ashton 
Conner, Hunter Kitz-
ing, James Murray, 
Ty Wehrs and David 
Weigle

Returning start-
ers: Dane Conner, 
Ashton Koetter

Holes to fill: Lost 
four seniors/starters

Strengths: Some 
seniors with experi-
ence and who are good 
bowlers; others with the 

Seward Bowling

	 Dec.	 19	 at Double Dual (TBA)	 10a
	 Dec.	 21	 at Maplewood Lanes, Omaha	 9a
	 Dec.	 29	 at Sun Valley Lanes, Lincoln	 10a
	 Jan.	 9	 host Double Dual	 noon

	 Jan.	 19	 host Gretna	 4:30p
	 Jan.	 23	 host Wayne	 noon
	 Feb.	 1-3	 at Districts, TBA	 TBA
	 Feb.	 8-9	 at State, TBA	 TBA

Bowling

COURTESY ILLUSTRATION

The 2020-21 bowling team at Seward High includes, from left: (first row) Timmy Taylor, Riley Daniel, Ty Wehrs, Owen 
Sackschewsky, Dane Conner, Ashton Koetter, Noah Brumm and Ashton Conner; (second row) Carl Taylor, Zac Shep-
ard, Dawson Dlouhy, Eric Strole, Kohltyn Lindau, Kretyn Roth and David Weigle; (third row) Maddie Viger, RaeLynn 
Sugden, James Murray, Colin Standifer, Alexis Pallat and Audrey Davis; and (fourth row) Olivia Benes, Sky Brumm. 
Eve Brumm and Megan Hague. Hunter Kitzing, Ethan Ostrander and Tanner Todd are not pictured.
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