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Life Skills - Self-Motivation - Exploration - Achievement

A Unique Montessori School on an 85 Acre Campus
Jeff Bank offers a variety of mortgages, designed to fit our customers’ needs. We offer both conventional
and unconventional mortgages with either fixed or adjustable rates. Our mortgages are not sold on the
secondary market so we will be able to assist you with any questions or issues during the life of your loan
with us. Our knowledgeable team members have years of experience and will go above and beyond to make
your application process go as smoothly as possible. To view our products or rates, please visit our
website at www.jeffbank.com. To speak with a representative, please call (845) 482-4000. We look forward
to helping you buy the home of your dreams!

(845) 482-4000 • www.jeffbank.com
www.facebook.com/jeffersonvillebank • NMLS ID# 405318

Preschool to 8th Grade | Expansive Academic Program
Farm Animals | Gardens | Environmental Stewardship

The Homestead School
Glen Spey, New York • 845-856-6359
info@homesteadschool.com • homesteadschool.com
#homesteadschool

HomesteadSchool
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This issue of Our Country Home is different from, well, all the others.
This spring, driven by coronavirus, one
of the usual fault lines here re-opened.
There’s always been a split between
locals and city people. Sometimes it’s a
peaceful division—everyone’s aware of it
but nobody much minds. And sometimes it
gets mitigated—think of all the city natives
who moved here a long time ago, settled in
and stayed, contributing to the community
in a number of vital ways. Even the locals
were newcomers at one point or another.
My aunt, Norma, who spent long summers here from 1905 on, used to say that
the only ways you could be considered local would be 1) to be born here and 2) to
be buried here. She couldn’t do much about
the former, but the latter... Well, she asked
to be cremated and her ashes scattered
here. She wanted, more than anything, to
be grounded in the land she loved.
People want to be part of something larger. We are, as a wise friend of mine said, all
links in a chain, and those chains are knitted together into chainmail. If the links start
breaking, so does the whole.
The schism, this time, settled down fast.
We all realized that the problem was lack
of medical capacity and that the loudest
and angriest were also, probably, the most
scared. But the fear is still there because the
problem driving it is still there.
We wanted to explore the larger matter
of our country home. The greater place we
live. Our community. So, Linda Doyle English talks about her experiences growing
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RR photo by Annemarie Schuetz
Cat Number Two, Kiba. Moved here from
Alabama and loves the sun, the cat food and the
bath mat.

up here in the 1950s. Michael Schleifer describes his time as a camp brat in the ‘60s
and ‘70s and how he hasn’t really left the
area. Jude Waterston, a long-time city native, moved here full-time a few years ago;
read her story and try out her recipe for
cherry tomato clafouti.
Ramona Jan offers a talking stick DIY to
encourage conversation.
And because we are still Our Country
Home, let’s welcome Jonathan Charles Fox
back to these pages. He’s photographed Dr.
Joe D’Abbraccio’s new house, created as
a haven in an uncertain time. And finally,
Barbara Winfield is back, too, with a list
of tips to beautify our homes in pandemic
days.
May we all keep talking to each other.
Annemarie Schuetz
Editor, Our Country Home

Publisher: Rev. Laurie Stuart
Section Editor: Annemarie Schuetz
Production Manager: Amanda Reed
Sales Director:
Christine Trifari, ext. 134, sales@riverreporter.com
Ad Sales Associates:
Eileen Hennessy, ext. 135, eileen@riverreporter.com
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Serving affordable
meals since 1966

Watson
Brothers, Inc.

Blowers • Chain Saws • Trimmers

CELEBRATING 50+ YEARS IN BUSINESS!

Come visit us in Hawley, PA
(½ mile West of Hawley on Rt. 6)

570-226-2881

Mechanic on duty all week Open 7 days
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. – Monday - Saturday
Sundays 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Route 6, Milford, PA

570-296-6831
www.applevalleyrestaurant.com

RESTAURANT & SHOPS
 Open 7 Days a week 
 Burgers, Grilled Sandwiches 
 Fajitas, Specialty Salads 
 Quesadillas, Steaks, Pastas
and more 

 Outside Patio Dining 
 Tourist Information Center 
 1800s School House 
 Koi and Duck Ponds 
 Full Service Pub with Daily
Drink and Food Specials 
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MAJEK

MONTICELLO

FURNITURE
30 MATTRESSES ON DISPLAY
SLEEP BETTER TONIGHT!!!

OPEN 7 DAYS
www.majekfurniture.com
IS YOUR
GENERATOR RUNNING?

Get your generator serviced today!
Are you ready for the next power outage?
CHEAPEST RATES IN THE AREA GUARANTEED

SIGN UP TODAY FOR A MULTI-YEAR SERVICE AGREEMENT AND SAVE!

FINANCING AVAILABLE

 AMERICAN

 ELECTRIC, LLC

LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

QUALITY & PRIDE BACK IN AMERICA
LICENSED ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL

312 EAST BROADWAY
(ACROSS FROM ALDI’S)

(845) 796-4800
EASY
FIVE MINUTE
FINANCING
FURNITURE
FOR EVERY
ROOM
IN YOUR HOME!

Building
Traditions
Design + Build
Specializing in Kitchens & Baths

4886 State Route 52 • Jeffersonville, NY 12748

Linda Lee Babicz 845-551-3619
Line Extension & Bucket Truck Service
Trusted & Dependable Electrical Contractors for 30+ Years

www.AmericanElectricOnline.com See us on Facebook!
(845)932-8111 • (845)583-1015 • PA (570)251-9990

buildingtraditions1@gmail.com
@Building Traditions
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Building with the future in mind
Dr Joe D’Abbraccio and his pet-friendly,
change-friendly ‘eternal home’

The kitchen’s easy to move around in and the island with sink means no wasted effort as you cook. With all that space, plenty of storage and a view, what more can you ask for?

By ANNEMARIE SCHUETZ

The house may have taken almost two
years start to finish, but done it is, and veterinarian Dr. Joe D’Abbraccio can finally
relax and enjoy his home... When the pets
and farm animals and their owners give him
time off, anyway. (He also writes a monthly
veterinary column for the River Reporter.)

Dr. D’Abbraccio was “born
and raised in Sullivan County,” he said, and founded
Catskill Veterinary Services,
which has a full-service animal hospital in Rock Hill, NY
and handles multiple aspects
of veterinary care, including
ultrasounds and digital x-rays,
hospice, large animal care and
even house calls.

“An immaculate
custom build
that exudes the
ease of country
living.”
— Alec Martell

D’Abbraccio used Martell
Home Builders from Sparrowbush, NY, which builds
everything from a basic ranch
to complicated custom designs, said vice president Alec
Martell.
You’d expect a vet’s house
to be pet-friendly, and this one
is. D’Abbraccio has a dog and
a cat. At 2,500 square feet,

RR photos by Jonathan Charles Fox

“the house is roomy,” he said. So it’s great
for the feline frenzies or a playing dog. Plus
“the floor is engineered hardwood,” which
makes it less likely to be scratched.
Of course, there’s pet hair and dust to
think about, and decreasing dust was something he kept in mind. A central vac makes
cleanup easy.

¬ Page 6
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What else did he have in mind?
Something “very highly functional,
low maintenance, some kind of rusticity,” he said.
The house is easy to maintain and
easy to clean—useful when you don’t
have a lot of time to spend at it.
“Joe’s house started out as a modular
plan,” said Martell. Then they worked
with the plan to create something that
blends design and craftsmanship. Martell calls it “an immaculate custom
build that exudes the ease of country
living.”
Ease it may have, but it’s also “handicapped accessible, including the half
bath,” Dr. D’Abbraccio said. Originally, he’d hoped to have older family
members stay there. Accessibility also
matters when it comes to his job. Injury
is always a consideration, and a handicapped-accessible house makes things
a lot easier. One less thing to worry
about if life throws you a curveball.
“We are custom builders and can
accommodate handicap accessibility
when it is required,” Martell said. That
means wider doors, wider bathrooms,
showers with no step, grab bars and
fewer steps to get to the door.
“By planning for the future, we were
able to build the house with eventual
changes and modifications in mind,
so when the time comes, the process
won’t require significant renovations.
It’s as simple as that,” Martell said.
“Handicap accessible homes can be
beautiful, functional and customized to
a person’s specific needs.”
The fireplace draws the eye in the living room and promises warmth come winter.

GORINKERINC. COM

570 -698-9696

“Where comfort and peace of mind are more
affordable than you think.”

• Automatic Generator Systems
• Ductless Heating & Cooling
• Electrical Services
Professional Service
for Over 30 Years

0% Financing*
*With credit approval through
Synchrony Financial

The shower proves that you can have beauty and accessibility.
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Thinking about building your own
house? Dr. D’Abbraccio and Martell have
some suggestions.
Always keep your budget in mind, D’Abbraccio said.
Alec Martell added, “Work with the land
to maximize their budget. It is best to ﬁnd
a lot they are happy with and work with the
lay of the land to design the home.”
Then, “We suggest they put a binder on
the site that is contingent upon builder review.”
Then they visit the site and provide feedback on the best style options that also ﬁt
the budget.
“Plan for extra time,” Dr. D’Abbraccio
said. Weather issues slowed construction,
and like sick animals, weather doesn’t go
away, either.
Under normal circumstances, said Martell, custom homes take around 6 to 7
months to build, modular about 4 to 5
months and others about 5 to 6 months.
Research. “Look at as many houses as
you can.” Dr. D’Abbraccio does house
calls, so he sees a lot of different places.
“I talk to [the owners] about why they did
what they did.”
“Plan for the future.” You never know
what could happen, as Dr. D’Abbraccio
said more than once. Fate has twists.
If you want easy, keep it simple. “You
should be able to enjoy it,” says Dr. D’Abbraccio.
Ultimately, he built for both present
needs and future possibilities because, “this
is my eternal home,” he said. “I don’t plan
to leave.”

OUR COUNTRY HOME
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In daytime, light streams in through the windows; the lamps brighten the room at night.

BEAUTIFUL
LAKE WALLENPAUPACK

Route 6
570-226-9726
HISTORIC
DOWNTOWN HONESDALE

Church & 6th Sts.
570-253-1860
CHARMING MILFORD
Soft greys create a peaceful space after a long day.

Route 2001 (Water St.)
570-296-9610

VanGorders.com
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DIY: The Talking Stick

Steps:

Speak and be heard!
By RAMONA JAN

The stick doesn’t talk, the person holding it does.
The stick gets passed around the room and each person gets a chance to be heard without interruption.
Wouldn’t that be grand? I once went to a therapist
who used a pinwheel as a talking stick. I was very
tempted to blow it, but I resisted.
Aside from its practical use, a talking stick can be
fun to make because you can turn it into a piece of
art. The process of making the stick is said to teach
the subconscious mind to perceive it as something
special. Be sure to use your favorite colors, unique
style and choice of additional decorations. The stick,
of course, will also give a greater impression when
it looks good.
If picking a stick from nature, you will need to
RR photos by Ramona Jan
remove the bark, sand it and then base coat it with Markers, cotton balls, ribbon or strips of fabric, a stick—everything you need to create your
white gesso or paint before applying color. If, how- own talking stick.
ever, you are in a hurry to be heard, you can just buy
a dowel from your local hardware store.

1. Decorate your stick with favorite colors and motifs—anything goes!
2. Stuff the cotton balls or poly-fill into
the circle of cloth.
3. Using a rubber band attach the stuffed
fabric onto one end of the stick forming a
ball.
4. Cover the rubber band with ribbons or
cloth strips as shown.
5. Add feathers, bells, shells or other trinkets.
6. Hold the stick and see if your partner
shuts up, I mean listens
If you just appear with the stick—say in
the kitchen by the stove—then the person
with whom you’d like to communicate
might say something like, “What’s that?”
And you’ll say, “It’s a talking stick that
doesn’t talk.” This statement will either
pique their attention, giving you a chance to
introduce the idea or get you sent to the looney bin. Hopefully, the former. Good luck!

Supplies:

Foot-long dowel with about a one-inch diameter
Lots of colorful markers or paints
Ribbons or long shredded scraps of material
A circle of fabric at least six inches in diameter
Cotton balls or some type of poly-fill
Assorted feathers
Trinkets optional

Decorate your dowel.

Attach the stuffed ball of fabric to the end of
your stick.

845-252-3000
• PLUMBING SERVICES
• SEPTIC TANK CLEANING & MAINTENANCE
• SEWER & DRAIN CLEANING
• HIGH PRESSURE SEWER JETTING
• EXCAVATING & SEPTIC SYSTEM INSTALLATION
• ELECTRONIC SEPTIC TANK & SEWER LINE LOCATION

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU 24-7
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A bit of cultural context
The traditional Talking Stick has been used by Native American tribes for
hundreds of years. Whenever a council was called, the Native Americans
used a Talking Stick as a tool to allow all council members to present their
Sacred Point of View within their Sacred Space of Council.
As a tool, the stick set in place the requirement for listeners to listen
closely in order to avoid repeating unnecessary information or asking
irrelevant questions. It was also used when teaching children, making
decisions regarding disputes and engaging in a storytelling circle.
Whoever held the council was responsible for making the Talking Stick.
Each tree represented and brought its own Medicine; for example, oak for
strength, maple for gentleness and elm for wisdom. The person making
the stick would consider which Medicine would best aide the meeting
they planned to use it for. Added ornamentation also brought meaning
depending on the color of the materials used—yellow for knowledge and
green for harmony. Any skins, hair or hides used would add the talents,
gifts and abilities of those creatures to the talking stick’s Medicine. The
Medicine and qualities attributed to the materials used in the crafting of
the Talking Stick varied from tribe to tribe.
According to Firstpeople.us, the Native Americans taught their children
from the age of three to listen and respect another person’s viewpoint.
“That is not to say that they may not disagree, but are rather bound by
their personal honor to allow everyone their Sacred Point of View.”
It is this message and intention that inspired this tutorial. We can all use
better listening and deeper understandingwith respect to those who hold
opposing viewpoints. “The Talking Stick is the tool that teaches each of us
to honor the Sacred Point of View of every living creature.”

A ﬁnished talking stick

Hold your talking stick in a manner
that encourages communication.

www.ﬁrstpeople.us

The kitchen of your

DREAMS

is closer than you think!

Beautiful custom, quality, all-wood
kitchens and bathrooms
We oﬀer FREE kitchen designs.
Call or stop by for a NO obligation quote!
USED • ANTIQUE
VINTAGE • NEW

FURNITURE, HOME GOODS,
ANTIQUES, DOORS,
LIGHTING, APPLIANCES

AND MORE!

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
CLOSED TUESDAYS

45 Brown Street, Honesdale, PA 18431

570-253-1275 • greenoutletonline.com

We also buy items

Contact us for more information

CRAIG S. FINE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Representing
Sullivan County
residents
for more than
25 years
Workers’ Compensation
Personal Injury
Real Estate Closings

P: 845-791-7900

343 E Broadway
Monticello, New York 12701
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Love thy neighbor

By JUDE WATERSTON

In the summer of 1996, my sister, Janet,
and I rented a house in Callicoon.
I was such a city girl at that point that it
took me a while to realize more than a few
facts of country life. One of the first was
that the cows we passed on the way to our
house, no matter how masculine-looking,
were all female.
The corn growing right by the road
would not be tasty—were we to feel an
urge to grab an ear or two—as it was grown
for animal feed.
Nothing was in walking distance and a
trip to the local supermarket could end up
taking close to two hours between driving
back and forth and strolling though a store
where, as the years passed, we became acquainted with folks from the neighborhood
with whom we would stop to chat. The lines
to pay at the grocery store, pharmacy, post
office, Agway and hardware store moved
more slowly than they did in Manhattan,
primarily because people living in a small
town have connections with each other and
take the time to acknowledge that intimacy.
When we first rented the house, there was
not a stick of furniture in it, save for a plain
wooden table we covered with Mexican
oilcloth and shoved under a kitchen window. On it, we kept a vintage breadbox and
toaster oven and used it to set down gro-

A gang of cows eye a passerby.

OUR COUNTRY HOME

ceries when we entered the house, which
was through the kitchen. The neighbor
who’d told Janet about the availability of
the house lent us some mattresses and furniture. And we soon spent weekends at yard
and estate sales, auctions and antique shops
looking to fill the house with chairs, coffee
tables, bookcases and the like.
We quickly took to country living and
asked our landlords if we could extend our
time. Eventually, they suggested we rent it
year-round and we jumped at the chance.
Except for the winter months of January,
February and March, when we retreated
to our apartments in the city, we not only
came up every weekend but also spent all
of our vacation time there as well. Through
the neighbor we knew, we met another couple around the corner and became close
friends. They, in turn, introduced us to their
friends, who were warm and welcoming.
Though invited to gatherings and celebrations, we pulled back on socialization primarily because the house was a quiet and
peaceful haven from the crowds and bustle
of Manhattan. We looked forward to spending the weekends immersed in our hobbies;
eating our meals outdoors; soaking up the
beautiful surrounding landscapes; and enjoying sightings of deer, wild turkeys, donkeys, alpacas and other fauna in the area.
Food was always a unifying component
of life in the country. Even though our time

each weekend was short, I almost always
invited one or another friend or small group
for dinner. Any leftovers from meals I made
for me and Janet were brought round to one
of them. And may I say, my leftovers are
nothing to sneeze at.
Sometimes, when we were on vacation,
I would bake a savory breakfast dish and
Janet would jump in the car and bring it,
piping hot, to our friends around the corner.
Whenever we or any of our neighbors were
headed to the grocery store or farmers’ market, we would check with each other to see
if anyone had requests. We looked out for
each other. It was just how it was, and is,
in the country.
Though we were weekenders until just
four years ago, when we gave up our apartments in the city and moved to Callicoon
full-time, we had, after more than 20 years,
been feeling like we were more than parttime inhabitants.
We knew instinctively to drive more
slowly than in the city, unlike the guests at
the nearby Villa Roma, who often move on
the winding country roads as if they are on
a racetrack. And we always wave a hand
out the car window when passing motorists
or folks taking a walk.
The farmers’ market has become almost
a social outing, as we run into friends and
acquaintances with which we share a brief
conversation and maybe a recipe. We take

the time to talk to the vendors about what
they’re growing and how to utilize their
produce to best advantage.
In late summer, last year, I bought big,
purple-streaked radishes from Lucky Dog
Farms. I pickled them, Asian style, in rice
vinegar, sugar, sake, salt and sweet chili
sauce and brought a small batch to the owner to show him how I’d used his crunchy
root vegetable.
We spent this past winter in Oaxaca,
Mexico, returning to find COVID-19 beginning to rear its ugly head. We were relieved
that we had left the city behind and were
safely ensconced in the relative isolation of
life in upstate New York. Friends from the
city reported surreal experiences there and
were fearful of leaving their apartments. I
eventually came to feel that we were almost
living in a bubble; I felt removed from the
more intense dangers lurking in the city.
We realized, a couple of months ago,
that more weekenders were taking up residence in their second houses in our area and
working from their homes rather than being stuck in the city with all of its horrors.
Similarly, inhabitants of the Hamptons out
on Long Island, Cape Cod, Provincetown
and other areas popular for second-home
owners were reporting a surge in the populations there.
Some year-rounders were angry. At first,
it looked like the weekenders ¬ Page 13

RR photos by Jude Waterson
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Sticky Fingers
ICE CREAMS AND DELECTABLES
SOME OF
AMERICA’S
BEST ICE
CREAMS &
SATURDAY
BREAKFAST
AND LUNCHES
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You’ve got your
house in the
country...
...now make it your
country home with
a subscription to
the River Reporter

www.riverreporter.com/subscribe
Pay-what-you-can sliding scale:
 6 months $30 - $35  1 year $48 - $56

All print subscriptions include full online access

 Online only $35/year

Name__________________________________
Address _______________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________

GORGEOUS OUTDOOR
SEATING AREA FOR YOUR
SAFE ENJOYMENT.
845-475-8900

 2 year $86 - $94

Phone #_____________________
COM
Email ___________________
 Check or money order enclosed.
COM

 Credit Card #___________________________

Expiration Date________Billing Zip Code___

845-252-7414 • PO Box 150 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764

IN STOCK & READY
TRACTORS, CHAINSAWS, STRING TRIMMERS, HEDGE TRIMMERS

JOHN H. ESCHENBERG INC.
JohnEschenberg.com
3965 Rt 17B Callicoon, N.Y. 12723
845-887-5350

Come in and see Dennis, Raymond,
Donald, Andrew, James and Cathy
Open 6 days a week
M-F 8-5 Sat 8-1

POLE SAWS, BACKPACK BLOWERS, SNOW THROWERS
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x Custom Quilting
x Books, Patterns,
x Notions
x Quality Cottons

570-253-9510

www.themountainquiltworks.com

Personal coverage Business coverage

For all your Hardware and Building Supplies
OPEN 7 DAYS WEEK • M-F 7-4:30; SAT 7-12; SUN 8-12

www.callicoonsupply.com
Route 17B • Callicoon, NY • 845-887-4804

• Automobile

• Business automobile

• Homeowners

• Package policies

• Umbrella policy

• Workers’ compensation

67 East Broadway, Monticello, NY 12701
(845) 796‑1500

Instant online quotes at: mbagency.com

GBI GEORGE
GBI,
BURKLE, INC.
INSURANCE

CLEAN • COURTEOUS • HONEST

Narrowsburg

ELECTRIC

Keller Glass Specialty, Inc.
Commercial and Residential Glass
Store Fronts / Solariums / Skylights
Replacement Windows / Mirrors / WG
Tub & Showers Enclosures
Table Tops / Thermopane / Tempered
Mirrors / Plexiglass Ins. Claims Serviced

General Insurance

(845)252-6640

gbl@hvcbiz.rr.com

ALL CALLS RETURNED

VOTED BEST ELECTRICIAN - RICK MALONEY
FOR THE NINTH YEAR IN A ROW

RON LENZ

P. O. Box 218 • CALLICOON
845-887-4060
Fax: 845-887-4678

HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING, INC.

SALES & SERVICE OF: DUCTLESS HEAT PUMPS
OIL & GAS HEATING SYSTEMS
CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL WORK
WATER HEATERS

570-729-8533

Allergies? Asthma?
we are now offering
Duct Cleaning Services

WAYNE COUNTY READY MIX
CONCRETE CO.
379 Grimms Road
Honesdale, Pa

Rick Keller 845-482-5792Fax 845-482-4535
kellerglassinc@gmail.com
www.kellerglassspecialty.com
5036 State Route 52 Jeffersonville NY, 12748
PA #022366

Michael Parker
Custom Carpentry

COMPLETE HOME REMODELING • DECKS • DOORS • TRIM
WINDOWS • KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • FINISHED BASEMENTS

(570)

559-7583 • Shohola, PA

michaelparkercarpentry@gmail.com

Jesse G’s Nursery

LANDSCAPE & OUTDOOR LIVING SPACES

570-253-4341
Fax 570-253-3450

Septic Tank Cleaning

Courteous Professional Service for ALL your Septic Needs

24/7 Emergency Service • koberlein.com

Ferndale, NY and Honesdale, PA

845-292-1494

116287 919

“Continuing the
Tradition”
Rt. 652, Grandma’s Lane Honesdale, PA 18431
Tues–Sat 10am to 5pm
Amy Dunn, Owner

JesseGsNursery.com

•

914.443.5802

CONTEMPORARY & RUSTIC CHARM DESIGNS
bluestone work • patios & terraces
privacy screens • out-buildings • water gardens & ponds
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People living in a small town have connections with each
other and take the time to acknowledge that intimacy.

A field of corn like a green sea.

LOVE

¬ Page 10

flocked to the supermarkets to stock up on
(and perhaps hoard) everything from toilet
paper to butter and milk. Others wondered
what would happen in regard to our local
health services and hospitals if they became
overloaded with people contracting the virus.
I didn’t see these people as intruders. I
understood their fears and anxiety regarding remaining in the city. And they had purchased a second home for a reason, if not
necessarily this one.
But I will say, they don’t seem to have
picked up on the culture of country living.
Often, they don’t wave back when we extend an arm out the car window. Sometimes
they ride their bikes in the center of the
road, unaware that the road is for everyone.
When stranded momentarily behind a tractor moving slowly toward its destination,
they impatiently honk rather than sitting
back to wait a moment when the vehicle
can pull over to allow them to pass. There
is definitely an etiquette to get used to when
you make a home in the country. We were
lucky that we adjusted many years back.
Let’s hope the newcomers get the hang of
it.
I continue to cook for friends, partly
because it calms me, but mostly because
it is who I am. Though socially distanced
get-togethers might take a little more planning, it’s worth it, for I feel as the chef Eric
Ripert does when he says, “I place food at
the center of our humanity, as it nourishes
not only our physical bodies but also our
emotional and spiritual lives… I genuinely
believe that food connects us all.”

A mouthwatering sun gold cherry tomato clafouti.

Savory cherry tomato clafouti
Serves four as a side dish
This is a perfect breakfast or brunch dish, served with a fresh
fruit salad.
1 cup grape or small cherry tomatoes, halved
1/2 cup (packed) grated parmesan cheese
4 eggs
2 tablespoons flour
3/4 cup sour cream
4 tablespoons half and half, heavy cream, or whole milk

10 large basil leaves, stacked, rolled up tightly, then sliced into
thin strips (this is called a chiffonade)
Salt and freshly ground pepper
Butter for greasing the baking dish
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Grease a shallow ovenproof
baking dish (approx. 9x6x2”) with butter. In a large bowl, beat
eggs. Add flour and whisk to incorporate. Add sour cream and
milk and combine well. Stir in basil and three-quarters of the
cheese, salt and pepper. Pour batter into prepared dish. Plop
in the tomatoes, spacing them evenly. Sprinkle the remaining
cheese over the top and bake for 25 minutes, until puffed and
golden.
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Growing up here

Stories of life, death and being home

A RIVER REPORTER MAGAZINE

There was a mark, a line, on the wall by the stairs in the Kellam
boardinghouse. Old houses are full of strangeness like that, marks
like shadows of the people who lived there. Usually we don’t know
what they mean; often we just wipe them away or paint them over.

By ANNEMARIE SCHUETZ

LONG EDDY, NY — Linda English is
telling me about her life here, but let’s begin this story with her second tale: the one
about the house.
Linda Doyle English was born and raised
in Long Eddy, NY, a tiny town on the remnants of Sullivan County’s only city. Her
father, Henry, ran a grocery store and her
mother, Alma, had been a teacher. And they
lived in a former boardinghouse.
To be human means to be the keeper of
stories, even if you don’t think you have
any or if you think they aren’t important.
The stories ground people, the land, the
buildings we walk past—they root it all in
our collective memories and they tell us
who we are.
So, Linda English tells me her stories.

House story
“I grew up in the Kellam boardinghouse,”
she says. It wasn’t a boardinghouse at that
point; that was when her grandmother,
Minnie Doyle, owned it. (It was the Kellam boardinghouse because the Kellams
lived there first. If you buy an older home
here, you too will realize that your house
may bear the name of someone long gone,
someone who is not you and not connected
with you.)
“It was two houses attached in an L

Doyle family photos from the boardinghouse years.

shape, and the other half was ‘the other
side,’” she said. That used to be the side
with the boarders, and when Linda was
young, it was rented out. “You could go
upstairs and there was a door to the other
side.” The other side had lots of things to
interest a kid, but what catches the imagination is the locked room. A boarder had
died and her room was closed off. There
was no key.
¬ Page 15

The old Kellam house, with Betsy Kellam on the left in a chair, and her brother, Preston, in the chair
on the ground to her right.

Peters

Plumbing & Heating
North Branch, NY
845-482-5452
Bob - Mark - Jeff

LORENZO
metalworks

570-470-2920
railings • stairs • fabrication

Photos contributed by Linda English
Three photos of the boardinghouse now. Linda English and her friend, Dink, pictured clockwise from
left, in the large dining room where the boarders ate. The photo at the top is of a room in the renovated Kellam boardinghouse. The new owner “returned it to the way the walls may have looked when
the house was young,” Linda says. On the bottom right, a picture of visitors in front of the former
boardinghouse.

CHRIS
BARNES
SERVING WAYNE, PIKE & SULLIVAN COUNTIES
JACK & MASTER OF ALL TRADES

HEATING, A/C, PLUMBING • LAWN MOWING
LANDSCAPING • POWER WASHING
WINDOW CLEANING • OFFICE/HOME MAINTENANCE
MINOR CONSTRUCTION • SNOW PLOWING & SALTING
BASEMENTS & WATERPROOFING
AVAILABLE FOR EMERGENCY WORK
RELIABLE, DEPENDABLE, HONEST & EXPERIENCED

CELL (570)228-6314
LICENSED & FULLY INSURED
PA# 104898

D.R. BLUHM

Insurance Agency

871 Main Street Honesdale, Pa 18431

570-253-0191

Independent insurance agency offering
all forms of insurance including business,
contractors, home, auto & life...
Also great home/auto packages
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GROWING UP
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One day in the late 1950s, Linda’s mother
and Marian English found a skeleton key
and tried it. It worked, and they held a dramatic opening of the locked room, revealing the space just as the occupant had left it,
belongings intact. “Time stood still,” Linda
says. It was a snapshot of life early in the
century.

Summer friends
The Goulden family lived nearby “four
homes on the lot plus a bowling alley. It
looked like a Great Gatsby estate.” There
was a swimming pool and the Doyle kids
and the Goulden kids could swim together.
“They were well-to-do and lived in Westchester,” Linda said.
Or she played with her friend, Dink, who
stayed on the other side of the boardinghouse.
If it got hot, there was always Delaware
Lake. Her godmother, Anna Kenney Voigt,
had a cabin there.

The school story
Linda started kindergarten in 1951 “in
the basement of St. James, then spent the
rest of the year at Delaware Valley Central
School, in the nice new building.” Later,
she and the other Catholic kids took the bus
to Holy Cross in Callicoon for school.
“The bus,” she says. It must have been a
cranky bus. “We’d all hold our breaths getting up a hill.”
Now realize this: Back then, kids didn’t
have playdates in other towns, she says.
Parents didn’t have time to drive their children around. You saw your school friends
at school, your home friends at home.
But one day, Linda got to have friends
over for a birthday party. “I invited seven
girls to take the bus home with me. You
wrote a note for the driver.” Harold Kellam
was the bus driver, she remembers. And it
was Harold Kellam who got the cranky bus
up the hills with seven extra girls on board.
“We were a tight-knit group,” she says.
They still are.
Along the way, Craig English and his
family came home. “Craig’s dad was a
Navy commander and they spent three
years in Japan,” Linda said. “Our families were always friendly,” and when they
moved back to Long Eddy in the early ‘60s,
the friendship picked up where it left off.
Marian English, from the locked room
story, was his grandmother. And so, stories
and lives separate and then weave back together.

Growing up
Because if we’re lucky, we do.
So Linda Doyle grew up, worked in her

KRATZ
CONCRETE

For All Your Poured Projects
Fully Insured
Foundations, Froﬆ Walls, Floors,
Retaining Walls, Sidewalks, Slabs

845-932-8232
845-741-7687 (CELL)

Cochecton, NY • PAOAGHIC:70
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father’s store, went to Woodstock with a
ticket provided by Max Yasgur himself (but
that’s another story) and married Craig English. Craig became a maritime lawyer and
practiced in New York City. They lived and
had kids in New Jersey.
The years passed. The kids grew up. Linda’s mother died and the boardinghouse
was sold in 2002.

Another boardinghouse
story
There was a mark, a line, on the wall by
the stairs in the Kellam boardinghouse.
Old houses are full of strangeness like
that, marks like shadows of the people who
lived there. Usually, we don’t know what
they mean; often we just wipe them away
or paint them over.
In this case, the new owner noticed it, but
it took his tiny mother to give it meaning.
“The line on the wall was about where
her shoulder would be,” Linda said. The
owner remarked, “‘I think I was told your
mother had trouble getting up the stairs…
Was your mother short?’ he asked. ‘Yes,’ I
said. ‘Just under ﬁve feet.’”
“My mother must have steadied herself
there,” going up and down the stairs, Linda
says.

Homecoming
In 2001, of course, 9/11 happened.
Craig was on Staten Island that day, but he
worked near the towers and was back in a
week. “After 9/11—that hit us dramatically—we didn’t have a way to get out of the
metropolis” if they needed to, she said.
What do you do when your world is upended? You go home.
“Craig was always a ﬁsherman... In 2004,
we were able to buy a cabin at Delaware
Lake.” It had belonged to Linda’s godmother.
Then her husband found he could work
remotely and they moved home for good.
Not to the boardinghouse; the new house
is different, but “I still have my grandma’s
boardinghouse, just in a different location.”
Linda paused. “Those ﬁve years were the
happiest of our lives,” she said.
Licensed driller serving
NY, NJ and PA

PETER A. KESTLER
Since 1967
Thank
you
for voting
Shohola, PA
570-559-7596
us best
car wash!
“Water when you want it!”

NARROWSBURG
CAR WASH

Kirk Road • Now Open!

Kirk Road • Now Open!

Linda and her friend, Dink, who stayed on the other side of the house in the summer.

Craig became ill. He passed away last
year.
When a loved one dies, there really are
no words. You get through the time after,
slowly. There is a story. Sometimes it feels
cavernous, empty.
But this is what it means to live here,
whether you’re local, newly arrived, or a
summer person. Those classmates from
years ago? Recently, they started holding
reunions for anyone who could make it.
The kids visit. Friends from long ago visit.
“I truly have this tremendous joy of living in this river valley,” Linda English says.
“I feel so held by this whole area... I look
up at the sky and I just feel so blessed.”

MJC

Michael J. Chojnicki

A R C H I C T E C T, P. C .

272 BEHR RD
JEFFERSONVILLE, NY 12748
845/887-4181
mchojnicki33@gmail.com
w w w. m c h o j n i c k i a r c h i t e c t . c o m
S U S TA I N A B L E D E S I G N
A LT E R N AT I V E E N E R G Y

DELAWARE
VALLEY OIL
Family owned and operated

FUEL OIL • KEROSENE • DIESEL
BURNER SERVICE AVAILABLE
24-HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
COD • HEAP • CREDIT CARDS • SENIOR DISCOUNT

PO Box 838, Callicoon, NY 12723

570-224-4141 • dvoil.com
845-887-6090 • 877-887-6090
Office in Equinunk, PA • Free Tank Inspections for our Customers

cochecton
self storage

llc

PO Box 268 • 6365 SR 52,
Cochecton, NY 12726
cochectonselfstorage@yahoo.com

845-932-5140
845-932-8232 fax

Frank and Kasey Kratz, Owners

Family Owned & Operated since 1959

6978 ST Rte 52 Cochecton, NY 12726
Visit us at www.cochectonoilandpropane.com

(845) 932-8483
Fuel Oil • Propane • Kerosene
On-Road Diesel • Off-Road Diesel
Free estimates for Installation work
LP tanks Available
Please follow and like us on
HEAP Accepted • Major Credit Cards Accepted
Discount Farm Fuel 20lb Refills
Emergency Deliveries
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A foot in each world
Being a second-home owner in Sullivan County

By MICHAEL SCHLEIFER

I turned 65 this past February, which
makes this summer my 65th in the Catskills.
Yeah, we missed one. My father was a public school teacher, later guidance counselor
in the NYC system. Dad was a jock, told
everyone he met that he was voted most
athletic boy in his class at Brooklyn’s Eastern District High School.
He wanted to teach physical education,
but when that wasn’t an option he chose
summer camp. Delmar before I was born,
then Monroe (1955-59), Tannersville
(1961-62), Mountaindale (1962-64), Ellenville (1965) and Swan Lake (1968-81). In
1970, fed up with living at camp with nothing to do all summer, my mother convinced
him to buy in While Lake Homes (née Estates). The land and construction cost him
$19,500. Of course,
But as we
his annual income
grew older, was $15,000; it must
we came to have been daunting
love coming for a depression-era
child to take on a $95
to “the
a month mortgage.
mountains,” But here we are,
especially
more than 50 years
later. In 1999, just
after our
moments away from
parents
it, my parents
bought the selling
gifted the house to
house.
my wife Jamee and
me under the condition that we start paying
the taxes and upkeep. Seemed like a reasonable offer. Kauneonga Lake has been
my primary residence for the past few years
since semi-retirement and technology made
my physical presence in Brooklyn less necessary.
It’s hard to believe now, but my sister and
I hated going to camp. Staff brats usually
do. Bugs, bad food and no radio reception
for Yankee games. We would have been
happy staying in the city, which she did
once she old enough to stay there on her
own.
But as we grew older, we came to love
coming to “the mountains,” especially after our parents bought the house. My wife,

All photos contributed by Michael Schleifer
Michael Schleifer and his wife Jamee in a promotional photo for Bethel Woods.

and a museum devoted to my favorite era
two miles from our front door, any talk of
leaving ended. We have been members of
Bethel Woods since its inception.
What else brings us back? Four years ago
we became involved in the Bethel community. I emceed the Kauneonga Block Party
from its inception in 2016 through 2019,
am on the board of the BCA and a member
of the Bethel Democratic Committee. My
son and I play at open jam night at Dutch’s
a few times each year (thank you, Steve
Schwartz). As a result, we are, for the first
time, cultivating relationships here.
I am loathe to characterize the relationship between second homeowners and locals in generalizations. There has always
been a shred of resentment felt, but I attribute that to the small-mindedness of some
from both camps. On an individual basis,
I have never felt that long-time residents
were resentful of myself or my family. Perhaps that community involvement has diminished any sense of that.
Good thing, because we love Bethel,
and as I am fond of saying about many
aspects of my life, I won’t be leaving here
until they’re looking down at me and saying “boy, don’t he look natural.” After that,
good luck trying to get Gabriel out of here.

Michael’s father umpiring a game at Camp Sunrise in Ellenville, 1965

Michael at Chipinaw, 1974

Michael and Jamee in 1980, en route to Rocky
Horror in Manhattan

son Gabriel and I, as well as my sister and
her family, vacationed in Kauneonga Lake
during both winter and summer. We also
spent many weekends there throughout
the year. It was the peace and quiet of the
“off-season” that was always alluring—and
still is.
If my fate as a lifelong Catskillian wasn’t
already certain, Woodstock sealed it. Not
so much the original festival that took place
when I was 14 and was surely a seed, but
when the plans for Bethel Woods were
drawn. With a concert venue, arts programs

EAGLE VALLEY REALTY

6569 State Route 97 • Narrowsburg, NY 12764 • 845-252-3085
Serving the Upper Delaware River Valley
Licensed NY & PA, Realtor-MLS
Beautiful Parcel With Seasonal Delaware River And Pennsylvania Ridge Views! A Great Opportunity For
Year-Round Views With Selective Tree Trimming
(In Progress), Several Potential Home Sites, And
Driveway Roughed In. Head Across The Road To
Float Down The Delaware River; Head Downstream Over The Hawks Nest For Easy Access To
Transportation Links And A Revitalized Downtown In Port Jervis; Head Upstream For All That
The Hamlets Of The Upper Delaware River Valley
Have To Offer. Build Your Family Compound Or
Just Secure A Spot To Come To Unplug Off-TheGrid. Asking $119,000 MLS# 6043846

For more country properties visit us on the web!
www.eaglevalleyrealty.com • eaglevalleyrealty@gmail.com

LISTINGS NEEDED,
BUYERS WAITING

Camp kitchen and maintenance crew, 1973.

We make it happen

2846 State Rt 42
Forestburgh

We Know Catskills Real Estate

1-312-852-7500
Ofﬁce

Selling Since 1982
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Find your
country home

Real Estate
Specialists

with over 30 years experience

William Chellis, Esq.
Attorney
27 Maple Avenue
Jeffersonville, NY
12748
845-482-3405
chellislaw.com

C21GebaRealty.com

Savvy team with local & NYC Connections
Full access to all MLS listings.

View All Sullivan, Orange, Pike & Sussex County Homes

GLEN SPEY

Call for a free property price evaluation

845-250-4200

2027 State Hwy 17B Bethel NY 12720

www.woodstockwayrealty.com

LISTINGS
NEEDED

$429,000

SPECTACULAR CUSTOM HOME with the finest materials by
expert craftsmen. This gorgeous home features a huge
great room with soaring cathedral ceiling, Gone with the
wind floating staircase, 8 ft tall French doors to beautiful
deck, custom wide plank flooring & custom fireplace.
Billiard room w/ custom wall paneling, fireplace & a large
eat-in kitchen that seats 12 guests. 4 bedrooms including a
master bedroom suite w/ fireplace, family room & finished
rec room in the lower level. All situated on 6+ private acres
w/ meandering brook, pond & lovely landscaping. Only 2 hrs
from NYC, The perfect year-round retreat
at for the
discriminating homeowner!

CENTURY 21 Geba Realty Servicing NY * PA * NJ
386 Route 97 Sparrowbush, NY 12780

845.856.6629
Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated

TIRED OF RENTING?

Voted BEST
Real Estate
Agent 2019

Cabins & Canoes Real Estate

2841 SR 42, Forestburgh, NY 12777
jillabarnes@gmail.com #selllikeagirl

You might be able to purchase your own home for the same
monthly payment with today’s low rates.
We have most of the loan programs available today:
Conventional Loans • Rehabilitation Loans
FHA, VA,USDA
No money down! First time buyers welcome!
Call me so I can help you go from renter to owner

Pete Mallon - Sales Manager NMLS# 67035

845-234-3725

Jill Barnes

Associate Broker Call 845-313-8874
NY 10301200407 • PA ABR003815
Ready to list and sell in NY & PA

Your own private refuge from
the world. At the end of a dead
end road and bordering over
3000 acres of PA state lands, this
estate is the ultimate in privacy
and comfort. Five Bedrooms
and three baths in this classic 2
story home built in 1994 with
many recent updates. Kitchen
has a gas stove with electric
oven as well as a second induction 4 burner cook surface to
easily feed the gang. Enjoy 39
private acres and PA gamelands
galore. The property has a pond,
pool, enclosed veggie garden
and blueberry patch. The drive
too long to get here? No problem, there is your own private
airstrip. Plenty of room for your
cars and collection of outdoor
toys. 4 car attached garage as well as a new 4 car detached garage. Oh, did
we mention the pool? Five minutes to world class trout fishing.
Split Unit air conditioning units which functions similar to central air
conditioning. Detached garage only two years old. Pellet and wood stoves
provide inexpensive forms of auxiliary heat. 20-3076 $800,000

Call Jim @ 607.221.4619 • James Serio Real Estate
James A. Serio, Real Estate Broker

www.jamesseriorealestate.com
(607) 637-2992

Registered Mortgage Broker
NY,NJ,CT, PA & Fla Banking Depts

Loans arranged through third Party lenders

NMLS# 22338

This information is not intended to be an indication of loan qualification, loan approval , or commitment To lend. Loans are subject to credit
and property approval. Other limitations may apply. Rates , terms, and availability Of programs is subject to change without notice

FULL SERVICE BROKER
RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | LAND | FARMS

53 Lakeview Rd, Kauneonga Lake, NY 12749

2 BD | 2 BATH

$239,000

3575 State Route 55, Bethel, NY 12749

Waterfront Mixed-Use Property
Restaurant | Retail | Residential | Marina

GET YOUR
HOME SOLD

$1,250,000

IRENE NICKOLAI
Associate Broker

Sales & Marketing Strategy

+ Professional Real Estate Photography
Services included to highlight your
property
15 years experience with Douglas Elliman
in NYC
Call to purchase or list a property today!

M. 646-683-4638
T. 845-250-4200

irene@woodstockwayrealty.com
woodstockwayrealty.com
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Twenty-five ways to update your
home without a major remodel

By BARBARA WINFIELD

Now that most of us are spending more
time at home, we are beginning to notice
areas of the house that need freshening up.
Rather than feel overwhelmed, the best way
to tackle these projects is to concentrate on
those that are more doable—ones that add
beauty and value without requiring a major
overhaul.
Here is a list of 25 easy fix-ups that will
change the look of your home and keep you
from going stir-crazy.

Exterior
1. Refresh the yard by replacing overgrown or unhealthy plants.
2. Brighten up bald spots on the lawn
with colorfully painted rocks.
3. Paint the front door, add decorative
hardware and some green ornamentation.
4. Add a burst of color with bright window boxes placed on windows or porch
railings.
5. Paint window and door frames a bright
color that blends in with the color of your
house.

Photo by Patti Zins

Front Hall / Entry
1. Tile the floor with brightly
colored or patterned vinyl tiles.
Because of the size of the space,
it’s an easy project to tackle.
2. Wallpaper one wall with a
patterned print.
3. Create a mini-gallery. Mount
picture rails along the wall for a
changing display of artwork and
photos.
4. Add a small decorative table and a chair, place a flower
arrangement or plant for a touch
of color.
5. Hang a large mirror on the
wall to reflect light and provide a
primping-up area.

Photo by Patti Zins

Photo contributed by Armstrong Flooring

Find your country home
Sullivan County listings
are at an all time low... we
have QUALIFIED BUYERS
looking for homes and
land..if your considering
selling, call me for a FREE
C.M.A. market analysis of
your home and land value
before you list to give you a
better idea of property like
yours that have sold in the
last six months.

Geba Realty
Geba Realty

READY TO
MAKE A MOVE?
I’ve got ALL your Real
Estate needs covered!

Call or Text Jennie
845-588-5306

John
Melchior
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

john.melchior@randrealty.com
pru1_2000@yahoo.com

Call or text 845-764-5215
845-744-2095 Oﬃce

jennie.century21@gmail.com

Jennie Waligroski
Licensed Real Estate Associate Broker

55 Main St. • PO Box 1576
Pine Bush, NY 12566
www.randrealty.com

©2020 Independently Owned and Operated by the Rand Family

NY #1030121307 PA# ABR002513

CENTURY 21 Geba Realty
386 State RT 97 Sparrowbush, NY 12780
Each oﬃce independently operated

Happily at Century 21 Geba Realty, please call me to list or sell your real estate
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Bath
1. Replace the sink and faucets
with a new decorative style.
2. Add a towel warmer.
3. Install beadboard wainscoting to the bottom half of the wall.
4. Replace accessory items like
the shower curtain, toilet seat,
towels, rugs, hardware and lighting with new decorative ones.
5. Hang a large decorative
mirror and inexpensive framed
prints.

Jeff
Sanitation

Refuse & Recyclable Pick-Up

Roll Off Containers 10, 15, 20, and 30 yard and Dumpsters Available

PO Box 387 • Jeffersonville, NY

845-482-9826

Photo by Patti Zins

Add Value
1. Install energy-efﬁcient ceiling fans to cut
back on air-conditioning
costs.
2. Replace worn ﬂoors
or area rugs with new
products.
3. Update dingy or
scratched kitchen and
bath countertops with
new laminate, solid surfacing or stone.
4. Replace and upgrade lighting ﬁxtures
indoors and out.
5. To save ﬂoor space
replace a standard door
with a pocket door.

ALL ROADS LEAD
TO HOME…
We’re here for all your driveway paving needs!

Paving | Asphalt Paving | Gravel or Loose Fill Paving
Asphalt Paving Repair | Asphalt Sealing | Tar & Chip
Sealcoating | Power Washing

FREE ESTIMATES!
Photo by Fernando Zorilla

Kitchen
1. Install decorative hardware to your cabinets
2. Hang a small chandelier over your kitchen table
3. Paint your bottom cabinets a bright color.
4. Replace one or two of the top wood cabinet doors with
new glass front doors.
5. Mount brightly painted pegboard onto a wall or door to
hold decorative pots and utensils.

For All Your
Real Estate
Needs

Turner

Real Estate
3344 SR 97, Barryville, NY 12719

www.TRENY.net
845-557-3800

Fully Insured

GARBAGE REMOVAL
& CLEAN-OUTS

Call Today
570-224-2720 • Damascus, PA
PA Contractors#022630

Free Estimates

Dean Construction

"Cooper responded to our request for a quote on the same day
we submitted it. They did an excellent job on our sealcoat.
I highly recommend!"—Michael W.

845-361-1028
www.cooperpavinginc.com

Before you find the right home
I can find you the right mortgage.
Pre-qualify with Sue.
Susan Boersema

845-294-7922 Ext. 6303
Mortgage Specialist
NMLS# 657419
UlsterSavings.com/SBoersema

& Home Improvement Corp.

We provide professional installation of roof, siding,
windows, doors, decks, gutters and so much more!

(845) 985-2398

Representative Office / 3 Coates Drive, Suite 6 / Goshen
NMLS# 619306 /
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER / MEMBER FDIC
Subject to credit approval. Certain conditions apply.
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