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District 64 flips as Simpson wins statewide agriculture race

ELECTION: Democrat Michele Demery, right, poses with An-
nie Andrews during an Andrews campaign event in Manning.
Demery unseated Republican Rep. Fawn Pedalino in South
Carolina House District 64, while Andrews won the U.S. Senate

race in Tuesday's election.

(PROVIDED/JULIA NELSON)

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
miscreporter@gmail.com

Democrat Michele Demery
unseated Republican Rep.
Fawn Pedalino in South
Carolina House District 64 on
Tuesday, overcoming a narrow
loss in Clarendon County
with a decisive showing in the
Sumter County portion of the
district.

The closely watched legisla-
tive contest was among several
races with strong Clarendon
County connections, including
the statewide race for commis-
sioner of agriculture, won by
Republican Cody Simpson, a
fifth-generation farmer from
the Home Branch community.

All 2,312 precincts statewide
had reported by early Wednes-

day, although results remained
unofficial pending certification.
The Clarendon County Voter
Registration and Elections
Board is scheduled to certify
local results Thursday, Nov. 5.
Clarendon County reported
13,711 ballots cast among
21,280 registered voters, repre-
senting a turnout of 64.43%.
Demery wins District 64
Pedalino cartried Clarendon
County with 6,876 votes to
Demery's 6,673, a margin
of 203 votes. However, the
six Sumter County precincts
included in District 64 gave
Demery 2,003 votes to Pedali-
no's 1,096, a difference of 907
votes.
Combined, the two counties
gave Demery 8,676 votes to

Demery defeats Pedalino, local incumbents
maintain leads in county contests

Pedalino's 7,972, an unofhcial
margin of 704 votes.

Pedalino acknowledged the
defeat in a social media state-
ment Tuesday night, thanking
supporters and reflecting on her
time in office.

"I gave this race everything
had, and I'm sorry we couldn't
bring home the win for you,"
Pedalino wrote. "I'm proud we
won Clarendon County."

She said serving constitu-
ents had been the honor of a
lifetime and that she would par-
ticularly miss helping residents
navigate difficult circumstances
and celebrating important
moments in their lives.

Demery, a lifelong Claren-

See ELECTION| 7A

MHS Class of 2000 establishes scholarship
honoring Dr. Rose Hilliard-Wilder

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
miscreporter@gmail.com

A group of Manning High School graduates
is ensuring the legacy of one of Clarendon
County's most influential educators continues
to inspire future generations through a new
scholarship established in her honor.

The Manning High School Class of 2000
Alumni Committee has partnered with the
Sumter Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority Inc. to establish the Dr. Rose Hilliard
Wilder Memorial Scholarship, an annual award
supporting graduating seniors pursuing higher
education.

The announcement comes as family, former
students and community members remember
Wilder, who would have celebrated her 71st
birthday Wednesday, Nov. 4.

Established as part of the Class of 2000's 25th
reunion initiative, the scholarship honors an
educator whose career closely paralleled the class's
educational journey, from their elementary school
years through her leadership as superintendent.

Wilder made history in 1994 when she became
South Carolina's first Black female superinten-
dent since Reconstruction, taking the helm of
Clarendon County School District 2. Her career
in education spanned more than four decades and
included leadership roles in Clarendon County
school districts 1 and 2, Fairfield County and
Williamsburg County.

A native of Santee, Wilder earned her bache-
lor's, master's and doctoral degrees in education
from South Carolina State College. She began
her career as an elementary school teacher before
moving into administration, eventually becoming
one of the state's most respected educational
leaders.

Her accomplishments included being named
Outstanding Superintendent by the South
Carolina School Boards Association in 1999 and
South Carolina Superintendent of the Year in
2014. In 2020, St. Paul Elementary School was
renamed Dr. Rose H. Wilder Elementary School
in her honor. She was posthumously inducted

into DR. ROSE HILLIARD-WILDER
the

South

Carolina Educator Hall of Fame in 2025.

For the Manning High Class of 2000, those
accomplishments represent a legacy worth
preserving.

According to the alumni committee, the idea
for the scholarship emerged during conversations
among classmates about how they could give
back to the community while celebrating their
25th reunion.

"Some of our classmates were having a conver-
sation about how we could give back on our 25th
reunion and we unequivocally decided that we
must honor her," the alumni committee said.

The scholarship will provide $1,000 annually
to a graduating senior from Clarendon, Lee
or Sumter counties, with preference given to
Clarendon County students. Applicants must
have a minimum 3.0 grade-point average, submit
an essay and plan to attend a four-year college or
university.

Preference will be given to students pursuing
degrees in
education,
although stu-

See WILDER | 10A

CLASS OF 2000: Members of the Manning High School Class of 2000 gather during their
25th reunion celebration. The alumni committee established the Dr. Rose Hilliard Wilder Memo-
rial Scholarship to honor the late educator's legacy and support graduating seniors pursuing
higher education.

(PROVIDED/SHARMANE ANDERSON)

SC BREAKS MULTIPLE
GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION
TURNOUT RECORDS

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY

miscreporter@gmail.com

South Carolina voters made
history Tuesday, Nov. 3, break-
ing records for both the total
number of ballots cast and the
percentage of registered voters
participating in a gubernatorial
election.

According to the South
Carolina State Election Com-
mission, 1,927,488 South Car-
olinians had cast ballots as of 6
p.m. Tuesday, representing 56%
of the state's registered voters.
Both figures surpassed records
established during previous
gubernatorial elections.

The previous record for total
votes cast was 1,726,527, set
in 2018. The state's highest
percentage turnout in a guber-
natorial election was 54.6%,
recorded in 2002.

The historic participation
followed another record-break-
ing milestone during the state's
early voting period. South
Carolina surpassed its previous
gubernatorial election early vot-

ing record of 561,563 ballots,

set in 2022, with 1,043,810
voters casting ballots before ear-
ly voting concluded Oct. 31.

Clarendon County contrib-
uted to the statewide turnout,
with 7,312 residents casting
ballots during the early voting
period, according to figures
previously reported by The
Manning Times.

The commission noted
that South Carolina's highest
percentage turnout in a pres-
idential election over the past
30 years was 76%, re-
cord-

SN,
T

in 2008.

'The records could climb
higher once all ballots are
counted and election results are
certified.

School board gives
superintendent

satisfactory evaluation

Bonaparte concludes board service as
trustees review district progress

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
miscreporter@gmail.com

The Clarendon County
School District Board of
Trustees gave Superintendent
Dr. Shawn Johnson an overall
satisfactory performance eval-
uation Monday, Nov. 2, while
recognizing academic progress
and student achievements
across the district.

'The evaluation followed an
executive session during the
board’s regular monthly meet-
ing, during which trustees re-
viewed Johnson’s performance,
discussed personnel matters and
received legal advice concerning
district properties.

Board Chairman Johnny
Bonaparte announced the
evaluation results after trustees
returned to open session,
reading a statement recognizing
the district’s accomplishments
while emphasizing the need for
continued improvement.

“The board thanks Dr.
Johnson for his continued em-
phasis on the district academic
progress,” Bonaparte said, also
recognizing the district’s receipt
of the 2025 Carnegie Innova-
tion and Impact Award.

Trustees highlighted the
district’s performance on the
2026 South Carolina School
Report Cards, with all nine
schools receiving overall ratings
of Average or higher. East
Clarendon High School earned
an Excellent rating, while
Manning Junior High School
received a Good rating,

“Student achievement
remains our top priority,”
Bonaparte said, adding that
the board expects Johnson to
continue strengthening and
refining educational programs
for students throughout the

See BOARD | 5A
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MANNING WOMAN CHARGED WITH
EXPLOITING VULNERABLE ADULT

STAFF REPORT

A Manning woman em-
ployed as a nursing assistant at
a Sumter County care facility
has been arrested after investi-
gators say she repeatedly pres-
sured a resident for money and
failed to repay it.

Bonnie Jean Holeman, 41,
of Manning, was charged with
exploitation of a vulnerable

The

adult following an investigation z}; Sétatlon
by the Sumter County Sheriff's )
Holeman

Office, according to a news re-
lease issued Thursday, Oct. 29.
Investigators allege  Hole-

thorities said Hole-
man also ignored
the resident's re-
quests to be repaid.
sheriff's
office did not dis-
close the amount
of money involved,
identify the care
facility or specify
when the alleged

oc-

was
arrested and trans-
ported to the Sum-

. ter County Sheriff's
man, who worked as a nursing Office Detention
assistant at the facility, repeat- . BONNIE JEAN HOLEMAN
Center. She has since

edly asked a resident for money
for her own financial gain. Au-

been released on bond.

Flu activity spreads statewide
earlier than last season

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY

FLU WATCH | Reporting week:
Oct. 18-24, 2026

Influenza activity has reached widespread lev-
els across South Carolina earlier than during the
previous flu season, with state health officials re-
porting 1,195 confirmed cases and 213 hospital-
izations since early October.

According to the South Carolina Department
of Public Health, influenza activity expanded
from local levels in mid-September to widespread
transmission during the Oct. 18-24 reporting
period. Last season, the state did not reach that
classification until late November and early De-
cember.

During the latest reporting week, South Car-
olina recorded 561 laboratory-confirmed cases
and 104 flu-related hospitalizations. Since the
2026-27 season began Oct. 4, the state has re-
ported two influenza-associated deaths, although
no additional deaths were recorded during the
latest reporting period.

State health officials reported increased activ-
ity across all four public health regions. Visits
to health care providers for influenza-like illness
reached 3.9%, exceeding the state's baseline of
3.2%. Overall influenza-like illness activity was
classified as moderate.

The figures reflect a significant increase over
the same point in previous flu seasons. By this
time last year, South Carolina had reported 81
confirmed cases and 41 hospitalizations. During
the 2024-25 season, those figures stood at 157
cases and 27 hospitalizations.

Influenza A accounts for nearly 99% of con-
firmed cases this season, while older adults have
experienced the greatest number of serious com-
plications. Of the 213 hospitalizations reported
statewide, 130 involved residents ages 65 and
older. Both influenza-associated deaths were also
among that age group.

The statewide report does not provide a specif-
ic number of confirmed influenza cases for Clar-
endon County.

Locally, Clarendon Coun-
ty Fire Rescue and Clarendon
County School District have
issued reminders encouraging
residents and families to help
prevent the spread of respirato-
ry illnesses.

In a recent public advisory,
Fire Rescue urged residents
to follow Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention rec-
ommendations, including re-
ceiving an annual flu vaccine,
washing  hands  frequenly,
covering coughs and sneezes,
avoiding close contact with sick
individuals and staying home
when ill.

The agency also reminded residents that influ-
enza is caused by a virus, not bacteria, meaning
antibiotics are ineffective against the flu. Those
experiencing symptoms should consult a health
care provider about appropriate treatment op-
tions.

Young children, older adults and individuals
with chronic medical conditions, including asth-
ma, diabetes and chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease, face an increased risk of serious compli-
cations.

While most flu cases do not require emergency
medical care, Fire Rescue emphasized the impor-
tance of recognizing life-threatening symptoms.
Severe difficulty breathing, persistent chest pain,
seizures, severe confusion, unresponsiveness or
blue or gray discoloration of the lips or face war-
rant immediate emergency assistance.

Clarendon County School District issued a
similar reminder to parents and guardians Oct.
30, asking families to keep children home when
they are sick to reduce the spread of illness in
classrooms.

Under district guidelines, students with a fe-
ver must remain home until they have been fe-
ver-free for at least 24 hours without fever-reduc-
ing medication.

The district's safety and nursing team also
highlighted ongoing cleaning efforts, noting that
custodial employees are disinfecting surfaces dai-
ly throughout schools to help maintain a healthy
learning environment.

Vaccination remains an important part of
statewide prevention efforts, although early-sea-
son coverage remains relatively low.

According to state immunization data dated
Oct. 13, South Carolina had recorded 474,116
influenza vaccine doses administered, represent-
ing an estimated statewide vaccination coverage
rate of 8.65%.

Coverage was highest among adults ages 65
and  older,
at  22.99%,
compared

See FLU | 5A
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ACCREDITATION: Representatives of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
Law Enforcement Division gather during an Oct. 28 ceremony in Nashville, Tennessee, where the
division received national accreditation through the North American Wildlife Law Enforcement

Accreditation program.

(PROVIDED/SCDNR)

SCDNR Law Enforcement Division

earns national accreditation

SUBMITTED

The South Carolina De-
partment of Natural Resources
Law Enforcement Division has
earned national accreditation,
becoming the fourth conserva-
tion law enforcement agency in
the country to receive the des-
ignation.

The division received its
accreditation  through  the
North American Wildlife Law
Enforcement  Accreditation
program during an Oct. 28
ceremony at the Southeastern
Association of Fish and Wild-
life Agencies Conference in

Nashville, Tennessee.

The accreditation recognizes
agencies that meet nationally
established professional stan-
dards for enforcing wildlife,
fisheries, boating and other
natural resource laws.

The accreditation  process
evaluates agency policies and
procedures, officer training, in-
vestigations, evidence manage-
ment, officer safety and admin-
istrative operations to ensure
consistency, effectiveness and
accountability.

SCDNR  began pursuing
accreditation in 2024, con-
ducting an extensive review

of its operations, policies and
procedures to demonstrate
compliance with the program's
standards.

The process concluded with
an on-site assessment in Octo-
ber 2026, during which asses-
sors recognized SCDNR  per-
sonnel for their professionalism
and commitment to meeting
accreditation requirements.

“This is a tremendous ac-
complishment that reflects the
dedication and professional-
ism of our officers and staff

See SCDNR | 5A
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Financial Focus
PUT YOUR FINANCES IN POSITION FOR 2027

SUBMITTED BY: JESSE SURETTE,
FINANCIAL ADVISOR

As 2026 comes to a close,
now is a good time to look for
opportunities to  strengthen
your financial plan before the
new year. A year-end review can
help ensure your financial deci-
sions remain aligned with your
long-term goals, identify poten-
tial  plan-
ning oppor-
tunities and
help  you
enter 2027
with greater
confidence.

Here are

JESSE
SURETTE

several plan-
ning oppor-
tunities:

Reflect
on your progess. Start your re-
view by evaluating how the past
year impacted your long-term
plan. Consider how any life
changes may have affected your
goals and update your strategies
as necessary.

Consider your tax situation.
Work with your financial advi-
sor and tax professional to un-
derstand your tax situation and
identify year-end opportunities

FINANCIAL
ADVISOR

that may benefit you. If you're
73 or older, be sure to take any
required minimum distribu-
tions (RMDs) if necessary.

Increase
your savings goals. Consider in-
creasing contributions to your
health savings account (HSA),
workplace retirement plan or,
if youre saving for education,
a 529 plan. These accounts can
help build financial security and
may offer tax advantages. Even
small increases today can make
a meaningful difference over
time.

contributions  to

Maximize your impact. If
giving to others is one of your
goals, consider charitable giv-
ing or annual gifting strategies
to help support the people and
causes you care about while also
providing potential tax ben-
efits. And note that tax rules
have changed for charitable
donations: with a standard de-
duction, you can deduct up to
1,0000fcashdonations(2,000
for couples filing jointy) and
if you itemize, you can only de-
duct aggregate donations that
exceed 0.5% of your adjusted
gross income, up to the applica-
ble limit. These donations must

['safan
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be made to a qualified charita-
ble organization.

Monitor  your long-term
strategy. If you haven't done so
this year, now is as good a time
as any to review your portfolio
for the year to make sure it is
still in line with your goals, time
horizon and comfort with risk.
If need be, you can rebalance.
You might also want to check
beneficiaries on your financial
accounts, investments and in-
surance policies, especially if
your family or circumstances
have changed.

Work with your profession-
als. Making necessary year-end
moves in ways that benefit your
situation can feel complicated.
Your financial advisor and tax
professional can help you iden-
tify opportunities and avoid
pitfalls.

A few proactive steps be-
fore 2027 can help you enter
the new year with greater con-
fidence and a clearer under-
standing of where you stand
financially. By reviewing your
progress, evaluating tax and
savings opportunities and con-

See FOCUS | 7A
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Life in the Palmetto State
WINDS IN THE SCRIPTURES

BY LEE REAVES, COLUMNIST

I have a place on my farm that I go and sit to
pray and read my Bible.

It’s an old woods pond that I have worked on
over the years to expand and deepen.

It's not much and ridiculously dry right now,
but its my go-to for solace and peace.

I never know what God wants me to read, so
I open my Bible and lay it
on my lap and let Heaven's
gentle breath turn the pag-
es to where I am supposed
to read and gain wisdom

from God’s holy words.
As I look toward Heav-
en and relax, it’s like God
LEE is hovering just above the
REAVES treetops looking down on
me.
COLUMNIST As I lean back and gaze

toward the heavens, I pon-
der the truths the Bible speaks about so plainly
yet so complexly.

The Bible is filled with wisdom and knowledge
from centuries ago, but so poignant for today’s
times and culture.

I marvel at the stories and parables I read
straight from the scriptures inspired by our Heav-
enly Father.

You know, nature is like life.

It hosts a variety of species, some beneficial,
some not. The groups of trees are like people. All
shapes and sizes, but living together.

I guess the biggest similarity is the fact that

change is a part of life, even in nature. Seasons

come and go, and so does change.

Those hardwood trees that adorn such color
only have those leaves for a season.

The leaves fall off every autumn and burst
forth with life every spring.

Change without a doubt.

Speaking of hardwood trees, as I sat looking at
a beautiful morning sky last Saturday morning, I
watched many gum leaves let go and drift silent-
ly to the ground. It was almost like tears from
Heaven, to steal a title from an old song.

But they didn't appear to be tears of sorrow,
but tears of joy.

It was as if they were finally glad to let loose
and glide aimlessly to their final resting place. I
think they were tired of holding on.

One of the verses I felt like God wanted me to
read this Saturday was found in Zephaniah 2:3,
where it said:

“Seek the LORD, all you humble of the earth,
who have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness,
seek humility. It may be that you will be hidden
in the day of the LORD’s anger.”

Pretty plain, isn’t it?

Listen, folks, nature can turn up the silence
and turn down the noise.

Don forget, God doesnt come in the earth-
quake or in the fire or in the storm. He comes
to you in a still, small voice, and nature is a great
place to hear Him.

If you only go out on your porch, carry your
Bible, open it and let God’s heavenly breath turn
the pages. You will be surprised what you might
find.

May God bless you!

The Manning Mama
IS IT REALLY THAT BIG OF A DEAL?

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY,
MANAGING EDITOR

My son Connor turned 18
last week.

As if that milestone wasn't
enough  to
make  this
mama a lit-
tle emotion-
al, Tuesday
he  voted
in his very
first  elec-
tion. And
apparently,
I was much
more excit-
ed about it
than he was.

In the days leading up to
Election Day, I watched him
bring home a sample ballot
and research the candidates.
He took the time to learn who
was running, what they stood
for and which individuals he
believed deserved his vote. As

someone who spends a consid-
erable amount of time covering
local government and elections,
I couldn't have been more im-
pressed.

Now, before I take too much
credit for raising such a respon-
sible young voter, I need to give
the actual credit where it's due.
His teacher at FE. DuBose Ca-
reer Center, Ms. Erica Wallace,
made sure Connor registered to
vote. Yes, you read that correct-
ly. His mother covers elections
for a living, and somechow I
managed to drop the ball on
getting my own child regis-
tered. Thankfully, Ms. Wallace
was on top of it, and I'm incred-
ibly grateful to her for making
sure he was ready to participate
in his first election.

Of course, getting him reg-
istered was just the first step.
What mattered to me was that
he understood the responsibili-
ty that came with it. I certainly

have my own political opin-
ions, and anyone who knows
me well probably knows that.
But one thing I have always
tried to instill in my children
is the importance of thinking
for themselves. I want them to
understand the issues and make
informed decisions rather than
simply adopting someone else's
beliefs, including mine.

For the record, neither Con-
nor nor I voted straight ticket.
Not because there's anything
inherendy wrong with voting
for candidates from one party,
but because I want my children
to evaluate the people asking to
represent them, not just the let-
ters beside their names.

Over the past few weeks, I've
probably told more people than
Connor would have preferred
that this was going to be his first

See MAMA | 6A

MANNING

'ifﬁ‘fff"'é;éfﬁ

@R

THE MANNING TIMES LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

We welcome Letters to the Editor as
a forum for our readers to share ideas,
respond to local issues, and contribute fo
civic dialogue.
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:

* Length: Letters should be 350 words
or fewer. Shorter letters have a
better chance of being published.

* Tone: We encourage respectful
dialogue. Lletters may express
strong opinions but must not include

profanity, ~personal aftacks, or
libelous statements.

o Focus: lefters may respond fo

articles published by The Manning

Times, or may address any fopic

of local public inferest, including

community government

education, or

events,

actions, elected
officials.

¢ |dentification: All letters must include

the writer's full name, street address,

and a daytime phone number.
Only the name and town will be
published. Anonymous letiers will
not be considered.

Originality: Letters must be original
and not submitied elsewhere. We

do not publish open letters or form
letters.
EDITING AND PUBLICATION:
* letters may be edited for length,
clarity, style, and factual accuracy.

* Submission does not guarantee
publication. We reserve the right fo
decline lefters at our discrefion.

o letters reflect the opinions of
the authors, not the views of The
Manning Times.

RIGHT OF REPLY:

* In coses where a lefter names

or cificizes an individual or
organization, we may offer that
party the opportunity fo respond

before publication.

¢ |fthey decline to comment, we may
include an Editor's Note stafing that
the opportunity was offered.

HOW TO SUBMIT:

o Please email your letter to:
manningsctimes@gmail.com or
melissamccoywrites@gmail.com

* Include “Letter to the Editor” in
the subject line. Letters may also be

mailed or dropped off at our office.

MANNING Q&
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South Carolina Optimists meet for first
district conference held in Manning

SUBMITTED BY LISA JUSTICE
GOVERNOR, SOUTH CAROLINA OPTIMIST
DISTRICT 22

Optimists from across South Carolina gathered
Saturday, Oct. 24, at Manning United Meth-
odist Church for the South Carolina Optimist
District’s (SCOD) first-quarter conference. The
conference marked the first time the full South
Carolina district has met in Manning, bringing
together members for a day of leadership devel-
opment, collaboration, community engagement
and inspiration.

District Gov. Dr. Lisa Justice welcomed
members representing communities throughout
the state, including Spartanburg, Columbia,
Rock Hill and Myrtle Beach. Guided by the
theme “The Heart of Optimism,” the conference
celebrated the power of service, the importance
of community connections and the positive
impact individuals and organizations can make
when they lead with heart. The Optimist Club
of Clarendon served as local host and assisted in
organizing the daylong event.

A highlight of the morning schedule was the
keynote presentation by retired U.S. Air Force
Command Chief Lefford Fate, an author and
speaker from Sumter, who shared a compelling
message centered on the HEART framework for
conflict resolution and the Heart of a Leader. His

presentation offered attendees practical insights
into navigating disagreements, strengthening
relationships and approaching challenges within
clubs or organizations with understanding and
purpose.

The morning then turned to the Heart of a
Club, giving members time to reflect on and
strengthen their signature service projects. Bonnie
Sherbert of the Palmetto Optimist Club of
Sumter, who serves as vice president-elect for the
Southeast Region of Optimist International, led
attendees in examining how their clubs’ projects
can create meaningful, lasting change in their
communities.

“Hosting this conference in Manning was
a great opportunity to showcase the people,
partnerships, and community spirit that make
Clarendon County special,” said Justice. “Opti-
mism is more than a positive outlook. It is a com-
mitment to serving others, developing leaders,
and working together to make our communities
better places to live.”

In the afternoon, attendees heard from two
local organizations dedicated to service and com-
munity impact. Eliana Jenkinson of Well-Watered
Ministries spoke during a lunch-and-learn session
and urged South Carolina Optimists to find
similar partners in their respective communities.

The Optimist Club of Clarendon has supported

Optimist

INTERNATIONAL

South Carolina District

Friend of Youth

CONFERENCE: Members of the Optimist Club of Clarendon gather for a photo during the South
Carolina Optimist District's first-quarter conference Oct. 24 at Manning United Methodist Church. The
event marked the first time the district held a conference in Manning.

several of the ministry's projects over the last two
years. During Jenkinson’s session, the club was
able to present a $750 donation to one initiative
coming up at Christmas, Shop with a Hero.
Scott Danbeck of the Clarendon County
Sheriffs Office and Matteo’s Mission, along with
his wife, Renee, then completed the day with a
presentation tailored just for Optimists, connect-

(PROVIDED/LISA JUSTICE

ing their therapy dogs, Matteo and Minka, to the
Optimist Creed, a major pillar of the Optimist
philosophy. The Danbecks shared the many
community events their pups attend, providing
emotional support and positive energy to both
children and
adults in
Clarendon.

See OPTIMIST | 11A

Barrineau Accountz'ng returns to Manm’ng roots

MANNING LIONS SUPPORT

SUBMITTED

Rotary District 7770 Gow.
HMore than five decades after
opening its doors in Manning,
Barrineau Accounting is return-
ing to the community where its
family business began, bringing
four generations of experience
and a renewed commitment to
serving local individuals and
small businesses.

The accounting firm opened
its new Brooks Street office on
Nov. 2, marking a homecom-
ing for a business founded in
Manning in 1969. The firm
will also maintain its longtime
Sumter location, with both
offices offering tax preparation,
bookkeeping, payroll and other
financial services.

Barrineau Accounting was
established by the late Glen A.
Barrineau Sr. and his son, Glen
A. “Al” Barrineau Jr. After op-
erating in Manning for several
years, the family relocated the
business to Sumter, where it
continued to grow and serve
clients throughout South
Carolina.

Al and his late wife, Harriett,
built the business around
personal relationships and a
range of accounting services, in-
cluding individual and business
tax preparation, bookkeeping,
payroll and sales tax assistance.

Their son, Brent A. Barri-
neau, later joined the firm, ex-
panding its offerings to include
tax resolution and more com-
prehensive financial support for
business owners. The family tra-
dition now extends to a fourth

generation with the addition of
McKenzie A. Barrineau, Brent's
son and Al's grandson.

“Manning is where our
story began, and I've always
wanted to bring the business
back home,” Al Barrineau said.
“Opening this office with my
son and grandson makes that
return especially meaningful.”

The family's ties to Claren-
don County have remained
strong. Brent has lived in the
Wyboo area for the past five
years, while Al has relocated to
Church Branch. Those connec-
tions helped make the return to
Manning a natural next step for
the family business.

Al, Brent and McKenzie
will divide their time between
the Manning and Sumter
offices, ensuring clients at both
locations continue receiving
the same services and personal
attention.

The firm offers individual
and business tax preparation,
including federal and state
filings, sales tax calculations and
reporting, compliance assistance
and year-round tax planning.
Its tax resolution services help
clients address unfiled returns,
outstanding balances and other
issues involving the Internal
Revenue Service.

“Having a tax preparer that
takes the time to get to know
you and cares and understands
you can make a big difference
in maximizing your savings,”
McKenzie Barrineau said.

For small businesses, Barri-
neau Accounting provides both

Please join the
Clarendon County Chamber of
Commerce

Tickets $35 are available at

Chamber of Commerce 435-4405
Presented By:

Asoc

Bankof Clarendon

cy -

real-time and after-the-fact
bookkeeping services, including
customized accounting systems
designed to track income and
expenses in categories meaning-
ful to each business. Addi-
tional services include bank
reconciliations, general ledger
maintenance, profit-and-loss
statements, balance sheets and
monthly financial reports.

Payroll services include
payroll calculations, paycheck
preparation, quarterly report-
ing, W-2 reconciliation and
preparation, W-3 transmittals
and 1099 processing and filing.
Monthly and quarterly financial
reviews also help business
owners evaluate profitability,
manage tax obligations and
plan for future needs.

Beyond traditional ac-
counting services, Barrineau
Accounting emphasizes a
hands-on approach through
what it calls a Financial Infor-
mation Officer, or FIO, model.
The approach focuses on help-
ing business owners maintain
accurate, up-to-date financial
information, understand their
reports and apply that knowl-
edge to daily operations and
long-term planning,

“Small business owners
need timely information and
someone they can call who
understands their business,”
Brent Barrineau said. “Our goal
is to keep their books current,
help them stay on top of taxes
and payroll, and give them
practical guidance so they can
focus on running and growing

their business.”

Through personalized
guidance and timely financial
reporting, the firm aims to help
small businesses make informed
decisions throughout the year
and compete more effectively
with larger companies.

The firm's service philosophy
also centers on three priorities it
calls the “Q's”: quality of work,
quality of life and profit quality.

Quality of work focuses on
maintaining consistent atten-
tion to accounting, payroll and
tax responsibilities, allowing
business owners to spend
more time serving customers,
strengthening relationships and
pursuing new opportunities.

Quality of life emphasiz-
es reducing paperwork and
administrative demands so
owners can spend less personal
time catching up on business
responsibilities and more time
with family and enjoying life
outside of work.

Profit quality focuses on
providing timely, meaningful
financial reports that help
owners understand profitability,
monitor expenses and cash
flow, identify opportunities
for improvement and make
informed decisions about their
businesses.

Together, the three priorities
reflect the firm's goal of helping
clients build successful busi-
nesses that support both their
financial goals and personal

See BARRINEAU | T0A
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SUMMER CAMP FOR VISUALLY
IMPAIRED CHILDREN

STAFF REPORT

The Manning Lions Club recently welcomed Camp Leo Di-
rector Ben Snead, who shared how a weeklong summer camp on
Hilton Head Island provides children with visual impairments op-
portunities for recreation, friendship and independence at no cost
to their families.

Snead was joined by his wife, Mary, who also works at the camp.
During the meeting, club Vice President Richard Kump presented
the couple with a donation to sponsor a camper in 2027.

Founded in 1975 by the Hilton Head Lions Club in partnership
with the South Carolina Commission for the Blind, Camp Leo
serves legally blind children ages 7 to 17 from across South Caroli-
na. The camp is held at St. Andrew By-The-Sea United Methodist
Church on Hilton Head Island.

The program offers campers opportunities to participate in ac-
tivities they might not otherwise experience, including swimming,
fishing, boating, kayaking, scuba diving, beach outings, athlet-
ic games and evening entertainment featuring music and talent
shows.

Beyond  recreation, Camp
Leo provides chil-
dren with oppor-
tunities to develop

See LIONS | 6A

CAMP: From
left, Mary Snead,
Manning  Lions

Club Vice Presi-
dent Richard Kump
and Camp Leo Di-
rector Ben Snead
gather during are-
cent club meeting.
Kump presented a
donation to help
sponsor a camper
at Camp leo in
2027.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED
ON PROPOSED DOMINION,
NEXTERA MERGER

STAFF REPORT

South Carolina udlity cus-
tomers will have several op-
portunities this month to voice
their opinions on a proposed
merger between Dominion
Energy and NextEra Energy, a
deal that could affect approx-
imately 820,000 customers
across 24 counties.

The South Carolina Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs has
intervened in the case to repre-
sent consumers' interests as the
state Public Service Commis-
sion considers the proposal.

If approved, Dominion En-
ergy would become a subsidiary
of NextEra Energy. The com-
panies say the merger would
strengthen Dominion's ability
to meet growing customer de-
mand while providing addi-
tional benefits to customers.

As part of the proposal,
residential electric customers
would receive an average bill
credit of $10 per month for
two years following completion
of the merger.

The Public Service Commis-
sion has scheduled four public
hearings to allow customers to
provide testimony before a de-
cision is made.

The hearings are scheduled
for:

Thursday, Nov. 5, at 6 p.m.
at the Aiken County Govern-
ment Center, County Council
Chambers, 1930 University
Parkway, third floor, Aiken.

Thursday, Nov. 12, at 6
p.m. at the Lonnie Hamilton
I Public Services Building,
Charleston County Council
Chambers, 4045 Bridgeview
Drive, second floor, North
Charleston.

Tuesday, Nov. 17, at 6 p.m.
at the South Carolina Depart-

ment of Archives and History
Auditorium, 8301 Parklane
Road, Columbia.

Tuesday, Dec. 8, from 9 a.m.
to noon and 5 to 9 p.m. at the
Public Service Commission
Hearing Room, 101 Executive
Center Drive, Columbia. The
December hearing will offer
both in-person and virtual par-
ticipation.

Residents who wish to testify
are encouraged to preregister
by emailing communications@
psc.sc.gov or calling 803-896-
4120. Online registration is
also available through the Pub-
lic Service Commission.

In addition to the hearings,
the Department of Consumer
Affairs is offering a free webinar
Wednesday, Nov. 4, at 10:30
a.m. titled "Consumers and the
Utility Ratemaking Process."

The webinar will explain
how utility rate requests are re-
viewed, the department's role
in representing consumers and
how residents can participate in
regulatory proceedings. Partici-
pants can attend using a com-
puter or smartphone.

The Department of Con-
sumer Affairs, established in
1974, works to protect South
Carolina consumers and pro-
mote fair business practices. Its
responsibilities include repre-
senting consumer interests in
utility proceedings before state
regulatory agencies.

Additional information
about the proposed merger,
public hearings and consum-
er participation is available
through the South Carolina
Public Service Commission
and the Department of Con-
sumer Affairs.

Local since forever

district.
The
board
also ex-
pressed
appre-
ciation
for Johnson and district staff for their work
during the evaluation period.
District celebrates
achievements

Academic performance and student
accomplishments were also highlighted
during a presentation by Dr. Keisa Carr, the
district’s communications director.

Carr recognized East Clarendon High
School and Manning Junior High School
for their state report card ratings, along
with Principal Laura Fleming and Dr.
Anthony Williams for their leadership.

The district’s Office of Nutrition, led by
Director Gwen Phillips, was recognized
as one of the state’s top five school food
authorities through the South Carolina
Department of Agriculture’s Certified SC
Cafeteria program, earning a $10,000
award for its commitment to purchasing
locally grown food.

Launched in January, the program
encourages schools to purchase South
Carolina-grown fruits, vegetables and other
agricultural products while supporting local
farmers and providing healthier meal op-
tions for students. Clarendon County was
among 15 districts recognized statewide,
with the top five receiving $10,000 each.
The award money must be used to purchase
additional local foods or equipment to help
cafeterias prepare and serve them.

Walker Gamble Elementary School re-
ceived recognition for outstanding student
attendance during August, September and
October.

Two Manning High School students
were honored for their accomplishments
in the eSTEAM High School Art Contest.
Regina Stoffer was recognized as an art con-
test winner, while Lariah Hammett placed
among the top 10 high school contestants.

The district also recognized its Santee
Lynches Regional Career Student of
the Month honorees for September and
October.

September honorees included Maleni
Morcavez-Lara, a sixth grader at East
Clarendon Middle School; Antonio Billie,
a fourth grader at Manning Elementary
School; and Kinsley Grooms, also a fourth
grader at Manning Elementary.

October honorees were Emily Shaw and
Nathan Wilkes, both students at Walker
Gamble Elementary School. Shaw s in fifth
grade, while Wilkes is in fourth grade.

Board handles regular business

In other business, trustees approved the
second and final reading of three policies
addressing board member removal from
office, new member orientation and
development opportunities, and board
membership and elections.

The board also received a financial
update concerning the district’s annual
audit process. Officials explained that the
South Carolina Department of Education
would accept a draft of the fiscal year 2026
audit while final requirements were being
completed.

Although the final audit presentation

could be delayed until January, district
officials said the submission deadline would
be met.

Trustees also approved recommendations
concerning employee matters following
executive session.

During the meeting, Bonaparte recog-
nized the contributions of Adrian Coard, a
former Scott’s Branch High School student
who helped establish the school’s annual
homecoming tailgate tradition more than a
decade ago.

What began with a barbecue grill and a
DJ has grown into a major homecoming
gathering and fundraiser, with approxi-
mately 38 graduating classes participating
annually, according to Bonaparte. Coard
was not present to receive the recognition.

Bonaparte concludes board service

Monday’s meeting also marked Bonapar-
te’s final regular meeting as the District 2
representative and board chairman.

Bonaparte announced in August that he
would not seck reelection after initially con-
sidering another term. Tami Green, who
ran unopposed for the District 2 seat, was
elected Tuesday, Nov. 3, and will succeed
him on the board.

During his closing remarks, Bonapar-
te reflected on the board’s work and the
importance of putting personal differences
aside to focus on students.

He commended fellow trustees for their
service and acknowledged that board mem-
bers had not always agreed but had contin-
ued working toward the district’s goals.

across the agency,” said Chi-
solm Frampton, SCDNR Law
Enforcement deputy director.
“T am incredibly proud of our
accreditation team and every-
one who contributed to this
achievement.”

With the designation, SCDNR joins the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission, Alabama Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources and Louisiana Department of Wild-

life and Fisheries as the only four conservation law enforcement
agencies nationwide to earn the accreditation.

According to SCDNR, the accreditation provides an ongo-
ing framework for maintaining nationally recognized standards,
strengthening operations and delivering consistent law enforce-
ment services across South Carolina.

The department said the recognition reinforces its commitment
to public trust, professional accountability and protecting the
state's natural resources.

with 5.62% among adults ages
19-64 and 3.73% among chil-
dren ages 6 months through 18
years.

The figures are preliminary
because vaccination providers
have up to 10 business days to

State health officials will continue monitoring influenza activity
throughout the season, tracking confirmed cases, hospitalizations,
deaths and influenza-like illness.

The Manning Times will provide weekly updates throughout
the winter as new state surveillance figures become available, keep-
ing Clarendon County residents informed about flu activity and
prevention efforts.

submit records to the state's immunization reporting system.
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As you read through this week's paper, keep
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election. During several campaign
events in the last few weeks, I proudly
shared the news with people on both
sides of the political aisle. Throughout
Election Day, I did the same. I'm fairly
certain that by the time we reached the
polling place, Connor was ready to have
a T=shirt made so I could stop announc-
ing it.

But something about those conversa-
tions stuck with me.

Republicans, Democrats and ev-
eryone in between seemed genuinely
happy to hear that an 18-year-old was
preparing to cast his first ballot. For
a brief moment, political differences
didn't matter. Everyone was simply cel-
ebrating a young man taking part in the
democratic process.

Then came the moment at the poll-
ing place.

As we finished voting and prepared
to leave, the poll workers applauded
Connor for being a first-time voter. It
was a small gesture, but one that made
this mama's heart swell. Connor, how-
ever, seemed a little puzzled by all the
attention.

Once we got in the car, he looked at
me and asked, "Is it really that big of a
deal?"

Bro. You have no idea.

Or maybe that's exactly the problem.
Maybe we haven't done a good enough
job explaining to young people just how
much their participation matters.

According to voter registration data
from Clarendon County, just 1,609 of
our 21,871 registered voters are under
the age of 25. That's only about 7.4%,
or fewer than one in 13 registered vot-
ers.

Those numbers don't tell us how
many actually showed up to vote,
but they do illustrate just how small a
portion of our electorate our young-
est voters represent. And considering
how many decisions made at the ballot
box will affect their lives for decades to
come, that's worth thinking about.

Nationally, the picture is a little more
encouraging.

Research from Tufts University's
Center for Information & Research on
Civic Learning and Engagement found
that 28.4% of Americans ages 18 to
24 voted in the 2022 midterm elec-
tions. That was higher than the turnout
among Millennials and Generation X
when those generations were the same
age during their first comparable mid-
term elections.

So despite the complaints about
young people being glued to their
phones, uninterested in anything be-
yond social media or unwilling to get
involved, Generation Z has shown that
it is willing to participate.

But there's still plenty of room for
improvement.

Harvard University's fall 2026 Youth
Poll found that only 33% of Ameri-
cans ages 18 to 29 said they definitely
planned to vote in this year's midterm
elections. The survey also reflected
widespread concerns about the coun-
try's direction and frustration with the
political system.

And can we really blame them for
some of that frustration?

They're growing up in a world where
political disagreements have become
personal attacks, compromise is treated
as weakness and elected officials often
seem more interested in scoring points
against one another than solving prob-
lems.

They're watching debates over the
cost of living, education, health care,
housing and countless other issues that
will shape their futures long after some
of today's elected leaders have left office.

Yet too often, their voices are missing
from the conversation.

We spend an awful lot of time talking
about the importance of young voters
every election cycle, but how often do
we actually listen to them? And perhaps
more importantly, how often do we
encourage them to become the leaders
themselves?

Let's face it. A good number of the
people making decisions about the fu-
ture of this country have been making
those decisions for a very long time.
Experience and institutional knowledge
certainly have value, but I'm also a firm
believer in term limits. I'm not suggest-
ing we start checking birth certificates at
the door of every government building,
but at some point, we have to recognize
that holding public office was never
meant to be a lifetime appointment.

Fresh perspectives, new ideas and an
understanding of the challenges facing
younger generations have value, too.

We need both.

And I'm not just talking about
Washington. We need young people
right here in Clarendon County who
care enough about their communities
to attend a council meeting, serve on
a local board, volunteer for a cause or
eventually put their own names on a
ballot.

We also need those of us who have
been around a little longer to encourage
them, mentor them and make room for
them. Leadership isn't about age alone.
It's about dedication, integrity and a
willingness to serve, and the next gener-
ation deserves opportunities to develop
those qualities.

I don't know whether Connor will
ever want to run for public office. May-
be he'll develop a passion for local gov-
ernment, or maybe he'll simply remain
an informed voter who takes his civic
responsibilities seriously.

Either way, I'll consider it a win.

Because the goal isn't to raise chil-
dren who vote the way we do. It's to
raise adults who understand that their
voices matter, who are willing to listen
to people with different opinions and
who recognize that being part of a com-
munity comes with responsibilities.

And if I'm being completely fair,
perhaps Connor's question wasn't so
unreasonable.

To him, voting was simply some-
thing he was old enough to do. He did
his homework, made his choices and
cast his ballot. He didn't expect a cel-
ebration, and I'm pretty sure he didn't
anticipate his mother telling half of
Clarendon County about it.

Maybe that's how it should be. May-
be we should live in a world where every
young adult approaches voting as natu-
rally as getting a driver's license or reg-
istering for college classes. Where par-
ticipating in an election isn't something
remarkable, but simply something you
do.

But until we get there, I think those
first-time voters deserve every bit of ap-
plause they receive.

Because somewhere between the
campaign signs, political arguments
and endless election coverage, it's easy
to forget that democracy depends on
ordinary people deciding to participate.

And on Tuesday, one of those people
was my son.

I don't expect Connor to fully appre-
ciate that round of applause just yet. As
a high school senior, he has plenty of
other things on his mind, and I suspect
the significance of that moment will be-
come clearer with time.

But someday, I hope he looks back
and understands that those poll work-
ers weren't just celebrating his first vote.
They were celebrating another young
person stepping forward to help shape
the future.

So yes, Connor. It really is that big
of a deal.

And I couldn't be prouder of you.

portation is avail- mission by providing a
able from desig- camper with the oppor-

nated

locations  tunity to attend in 2027.

across the state. The donation is part

friendships, build con-
fidence and spend time
with peers who share
similar experiences.

According  to  the
camp's  website, pro-
fessionally trained staff
members supervise
campers around the
clock.  The  program
employs two directors,
approximately 20 to
25 counselors and a
registered nurse. Some
counselors are former
campers who return to
help provide the same
experiences they enjoyed
as children.

Camp Leo covers
transportation, lodging,
meals and activities, en-
suring families do not
face financial barriers to
participation. Bus trans-

Although  the
camp began as
a partnership
with the South Caroli-
na Commission for the
Blind, the Lions assumed
financial  responsibility
in 1981 after the com-
mission lost its federal
grant. The commission
continues to assist with
identifying and screen-
ing prospective campers.
Today, the camp is
supported by  Lions
Clubs throughout South
Carolina,  community
volunteers,  businesses
and individual donors.
Snead told Manning
club members that oper-
ating the program costs
approximately ~ $40,000
annually.
The Manning Li-
ons Club's donation
will help continue that

of the Manning Lions
Club's ongoing com-
mitment to supporting
people with visual im-
pairments. Locally, the
club  provides vision
screenings, assists resi-
dents with eye care and
eyeglasses, and supports
the South  Carolina
Lions Vision Services
Blind Fishing Tourna-
ment. Members also
participate in food dis-
tribution,  wheelchair
ramp construction and
other community service
projects.

For more information
about Camp Leo, camp-
er applications or ways
to support the program,
visit campleosc.org.
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don County resident and educator,
spent 27 years working in Clarendon
County schools and currently teaches
fifth-grade special education in Berke-
ley County. During her campaign, she
identified public education, economic
opportunity and affordable health care
as her leading legislative priorities.

In responses to questions from The
Manning Times before the election,
Demery said she would advocate for
equitable funding for rural schools,
teacher recruitment and retention,
expanded workforce development and
improved access to medical care in
underserved communities.

"I believe we can disagree without
being disagreeable," Demery said in
her candidate questionnaire. "Rep-
resenting House District 64 means
representing all constituents — not

P X N

£

A LITTLE LONG

fer the

CHEAPEST FURNITURE
Prices Areund

% NOW LOCATED IN

FREEDOM
FURNITURE

493 N Guignard Sumter
803-499-2002

only those who voted for me or share
my political views."

Her victory marks a change in
representation for a district spanning
portions of Clarendon and Sumter
counties.

Simpson wins agriculture
commissioner race

The race for South Carolina
commissioner of agriculture carried
particular significance for Clarendon
County, where both major-party nom-
inees have deep local ties.

Simpson faced Democrat DeShawn
Blanding of Manning in the contest to
succeed retiring Agriculture Commis-
sioner Hugh Weathers.

The Clarendon County vote was
nearly evenly divided. Simpson
received 6,677 votes to Blanding's
6,673, a difference of just four votes.

Statewide, Simpson defeated
Blanding, receiving 1,038,015 votes,
or 51.67%, compared with Blanding's
915,529 votes, or 45.58%, according
to unofhicial results.

In a statement following his victory,

Simpson thanked voters and support-
ers while outlining his priorities for the
Department of Agriculture.

"Together, we will protect our land
from foreign adversaries and overdevel-
opment, expand agricultural workforce
development, strengthen farm-to-table
initiatives, and reform the Department
of Agriculture,” Simpson said. "From
the pump to the plate, we will put
South Carolina agriculture first and
move our state's economy forward."

Simpson's campaign drew heavily
on his agricultural background and
experience in state and federal govern-
ment. Raised on his family's farm in
Home Branch, he previously served
as South Carolina state executive
director of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's Farm Service Agency and
as agriculture adviser to Gov. Henry
McMaster.

During his campaign, he empha-
sized protecting farmland, addressing
rising production costs, supporting
agricultural businesses and creating
opportunities for younger generations

to enter farming,

e
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"Once farm-
land is gone, it's
gone forever,"
Simpson told
The Manning
Times in an
earlier interview.
"Ensuring our
next generation
has the oppor-
tunity to farm s
critical."

Blanding had
not released a
statement as of
press deadline.
County Council
incumbents lead

local races

Incumbent
Clarendon
County Council
members Billy
Richardson,
Delaney Kay
Frierson and Pat
Coker led their
respective races

Tuesday night.

it

Richardson, a Democrat represent-
ing District 1, received 2,068 votes to
Republican Roger Jowers' 1,601.

In District 2, Democratic incum-
bent Frierson received 3,706 votes,
while Republican Matt Chapman
received 3,142. Coker, a Republican
representing District 3, received 1,905
votes to Forward Party challenger
George Frierson's 630.

The county auditor's race was closer,
with Democratic incumbent Patricia
Pringle receiving 6,828 votes to Re-
publican Kimberly Herbert's 6,684, a
difference of 144 votes.

County Treasurer Matt Evans, a Re-
publican, and Third Circuit Solicitor
Lester M. Gill Bell Jr., a Democrat,
ran without ballot-listed opponents.
Evans received 8,352 votes, while Bell
received 8,630.

In the Soil and Water District
Comnmission race, David Richburg
received 5,087 votes and Kevin Ross
received 3,234. Voters could select two
candidates.

School board incumbents lead

Four Clarendon County School
District Board of Trustees seats ap-
peared on Tuesday's ballot, with three
contested races.

In District 4, incumbent Linda
Lemon received 509 votes to chal-
lenger Lee Mahoney's 383. District 6
incumbent Robert "Bobby" Fleming
received 656 votes, compared with 295
for Antonio Green.

In District 8, incumbent John R.
Hardy received 743 votes to challenger
Jessie J. Cave's 320.

Tami Green, who ran unopposed in
District 2, received 769 votes.

Statewide winners differ from
some local results

Several statewide races produced
narrow margins in Clarendon County,
even as candidates secured more deci-
sive victories across South Carolina.

Republican Alan Wilson won the
governor's race statewide, receiving
51.67% of the vote to Democrat Jer-
maine Johnson's 47.04%. In Claren-
don County, however, Wilson received
6,710 votes to Johnson's 6,697, a
difference of just 13 votes.

Republican Mike Burkhold also
won the statewide comptroller general

race with 52.14% of the vote, defeat-
ing Democrat Tiffany Boozer, who
received 47.82%. Their Clarendon
County totals were separated by just
three votes, with Burkhold receiving
6,740 to Boozer's 6,737.

Republican Mark Hammond won
reelection as secretary of state with
53.06% of the statewide vote, com-
pared with Democrat Jason Belton's
46.89%. Hammond also carried Clar-
endon County, 6,848 to 6,660.

Republican Curtis Loftis won the
state treasurer's race with 52.61%
statewide, defeating Democrat Vincent
Coe, who received 47.34%. In Clar-
endon County, Loftis received 6,805
votes to Coe's 6,686.

Republican David Stumbo won the
attorney general's race with 52.39%
statewide, compared with Democrat
Richard Hricik's 47.55%. Stumbo
narrowly carried Clarendon County,
receiving 6,779 votes to Hricik's
6,729.

In the race for state superintendent
of education, Republican incum-
bent Ellen Weaver won statewide
with 51.06% of the vote, defeating
Democrat Sylvia Wright, who received
48.12%. Wright, however, carried
Clarendon County with 6,796 votes to
Weaver's 6,637.

Democrat Annie Andrews won the
U.S. Senate race, receiving 51.05%
statewide to Republican Darline Gra-
ham's 46.73%. Andrews also carried
Clarendon County, receiving 7,049
votes to Graham's 6,297.

U.S. Rep. James E. Clyburn, a
Democrat representing South Car-
olina's 6th Congressional District,
won reelection with 69.30% of the
districtwide vote, defeating Republican
John Peterson, who received 30.58%.
Clyburn received 6,912 votes in Clar-
endon County to Peterson's 6,621.

Straight-party voting favored
Democrats in Clarendon County, with
5,296 Democratic straight-party bal-
lots compared with 4,016 Republican
straight-party ballots.

All results remain unofhcial until
certified by the appropriate election
authorities.
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CALL TODAY!

firming your long-term strategy
remains on track, you can start

the year focused on what mat-
ters most to youL.

This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local
FEdward Jones Financial Advisor.

Edward Jones, Member SIPC.

LaNorris Sellers, SC Football Quarterback (L)
Jayden Sellers, SC Football Wide Receiver (R)

At HopeHealth, we believe we are truly healthier together - Just like our hometown heroes and HopeHealth patients, South
Carolina football stars LaNorris and Jayden Sellers. Two brothers, together healthy. Our partnership with the Sellers brothers
reflects our deep roots in the community we serve.

“HopeHealth has helped me be healthy from childhood until today,” says LaNorris, “It’s always great to give back to them,
after all they've done for me.” Jayden echoes this sentiment, saying, “They give back to the community, they help people who
truly need it. They also helped us a lot growing up, so I want to repay that now.”

With multiple locations across five counties, HopeHealth serves nearly 85,000 patients throughout South Carolina. We
are committed to eliminating barriers to care by welcoming insured and uninsured patients alike, with financial assistance
programs available for those who qualify.

HOPEHEALTH

Services Include:

Primary Care
Pediatric Care
Family Medicine
Women's Health
Pharmacy

Behavioral Health
Lab Services
* Endocrinology

Rheumatology

¢ Diabetes & Nutrition

¢ Chronic Disease Care

o Substance Use
Disorder Treatment

12 W. South St., Manning, SC 29102

Annual Wellness Visits

Become a Patient Today! | (803) 433-4321 | hope-health.org
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Tire pressure metric
4. Request

7. Clairvoyance

10. 007's creator Fleming
11. Male adult

12. Norse mythological
figure

13. Coffin cloths

15. Breeze through

16. Ladyfish genus

19. We all take them

21. Nobleman's
jurisdiction

23. Members of U.S.
Navy

24. Rummy-like card
game

25. Unable to move

26. Type of horse

27. Parted

30. Woman's cloak

34. South American plant
35. Prohibit

36. Something one takes
41. Dish detergent
manufacturer

45. Romanian river

46. Personification of pity
47. Makes upset

90. Discuss again

54. Medical instrument
55. Support

56. Informal term for
money

57. Catch doing
something wrong

59. Prehistoric people
60. Large African
antelope

61. Automobile

62. "Losing My Religion"
rockers

63. High-resolution
scientific instrument

64. A major division of

geological time
65. Attempt

CLUES DOWN

1. Indoor plant

2. Fit to be sold

3. Rather

4. Collected

5. A baglike structure in a
plant or animal

6. Irish rap group

7. Ageless

8. Lists indicating
curriculum

9. Pokes at

13. Public television
station

14. They __

17. Cooking tool

18. Separately managed
account

20. Iron-containing
compound

22. Swiss river

27. Former French coin

28. Electronic

V V¥ V THIS WEEK’S ANSWER KEY V V V

countermeasures

29. Taxi

31. Helps little firms

32. Unhappy

33. Midway between
northeast and east

37. Glowing

38. Lists of items to be
discussed

39. An informal body of
friends

40. Indispensable quality

41. Neural structures

42. Brews

43. A place to dock

44, Festive singer

47. Sino-Soviet block
(abbr.)

48. Northernmost point
of mainland Wales

49. Most worthless parts

91. Type of "bear"

52. Take or consume

93. Defunct European
organization

58. Swiss river

Level: Intermediate
FUN BY THE NUMBERS

Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This
mind-bending puzzle will have you hooked from
the moment you square off, so sharpen your
pencil and put your sudoku savvy to the test!

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid,
broken down into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear
only once in each row, column and box. You
can figure out the order in which the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues already
provided in the boxes. The more numbers you
name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

GUESS WHO?

| am an actress born on November 12, 1982, in New
York. | was raised in Millburn, NJ, and was inspired by my
mother to go into acting. I've played a princess, a fashion
magazine assistant and a cat burglar. | won an Academy
Award for the film adaptation of a popular musical.
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On Nov. 5, 1605, Guy Fawkes’ plot to blow up
England’s Parliament was foiled. The United
Kingdom still commemorates the failed attack
with bonfires and fireworks each November.

Now Hiring

Southern Senior Living is always looking for reliable,
compassionate, caring individuals to join our team.

Come work with us at Lake Marion Health & Rehab in Summerton,

Pocotaligo Health and Rehab in Manning, or Lake Moultrie Health and
Rehab in St. Stephen. Please apply online at www.southernseniorliving.org,
stop by any facility or
call (803)433-2005, ext.
234. We look forward to
seeing you!

Southern
SENIOR LIVING

803.433.2005
www.southernseniorliving.org

Southern Senior Living
is an equal opportunity
employer.

Lake Moultrie Health and Rehab
1038 McGill Ln., St. Stephen, SC 29479

Lake Marion Health and Rehab
1527 Urbana Rd., Summerton, SC 29148
Phone: 803-485-2317 « Fax: 803-485-2708

Pocotaligo River Health and Rehab
3147 Sumter Hwy., Manning, SC 29102
Phone: 803-478-2343 « Fax: 803-478-2357

Phone: 843-567-2307 * Fax: 843-567-2305
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JUNIOR MONARCHS: Members of the Manning Junior High School football team celebrate a successful regular season after the Monarchs defeated Waccamaw 30-6 on Oct. 15. The victory
capped off the regular season and secured a spot in the playoffs for the Monarchs. The school also recognized its eighth-grade football players and cheerleaders during the game as part of its
Eighth Grade Night celebration. School officials praised the players, cheerleaders and coaches for their hard work, dedication and school spirit throughout the season.

(PROVIDED/ MJHS)

LMA, Clarendon Hall compete at
SCISA cross country championships

STAFF REPORT

Laurence Manning Academy and Clar-
endon Hall represented Clarendon County
at the 2026 South Carolina Independent
School Association cross country cham-
pionships Oct. 31 at Heathwood Hall in
Columbia, with Laurence Manning's Drew
Beard recording a top-10 finish in the boys
competition.

Beard, a junior, placed sixth in the Class
4A boys 5,000-meter race with a time of
15 minutes, 50.69 seconds, leading the
Swampcats against a field of more than 100
runners.

Laurence Manning finished 13th in the
boys team standings with 336 points, while
the gitls team placed 11th with 312 points.

Junior Ben Clegg recorded the Swamp-
cats' second-fastest boys time, finishing

35th in 17:44.79. Freshman Caleb An-

drews followed in 90th place with a time
of 21:14.38, while fellow freshman Andrew
Thompson finished 98th in 22:15.59.

Junior Kole Squires placed 107th in
24:27.21 to complete Laurence Manning's
five scoring runners. The Swampcats aver-
aged 20:18 across those five performances.

Freshman Joshua Andrews finished
109th in 24:48.65, and senior Phen Field
rounded out the boys results in 110¢h place
with a time of 28:17.79.

In the Class 4A girls race, junior Mere-
dith Coffey led Laurence Manning with a
26th-place finish in 20:36.46.

Senior Sarah Lane finished 79th in
25:50.69, followed closely by sixth-grad-
er Jenavieve Gardner, who placed 80th in
25:51.46.

Freshman Callie Keefer crossed the fin-

ish line in 26:55.52 to take 86th place,

while seventh-grader Ellafair Durant fin-
ished 88th in 27:03.19. Those five runners
combined for a team average of 25:15.

Eighth-grader Avery Squires completed
the Lady Swampcats' championship re-
sults, placing 89th in 29:10.53.

Clarendon Hall was represented by ju-
nior Willson Epps in the Class 3A boys
5,000-meter race. Epps finished 79th over-
all with a time of 23:23.62.

The state championships brought to-
gether SCISA cross country programs from
across South Carolina, with athletes com-
peting in their respective classifications.

For Laurence Manning, the champion-
ship meet concluded with both boys and
girls teams earning places in the Class 4A
standings, highlighted by Beard's sixth-
place performance and Coffey's finish
among the top 30 girls runners.

Manning, East Clarendon runners earn
top-10 finishes at region meet

STAFF REPORT

Manning and East Clarendon each had
two runners finish among the top 10 in
their respective races at the Region VI-2A
cross country championships Oct. 28 at
Stables Park in Pawleys Island.

Manning senior Jorden Hilton record-
ed the highest finish among Clarendon
County's boys runners, placing sixth in the
5,000-meter race with a time of 19 min-
utes, 11.99 seconds. East Clarendon senior
Mattie Kelly led the local girls competitors,
finishing eighth in 24:41.58.

East Clarendon's boys team placed
fourth overall with 97 points, led by soph-
omore Jett Robinson, who finished 10th in

21:19.57. Freshman Wells Epps followed
in 18th place with a time of 22:27.96,
while senior Brayden Spring took 22nd in
24:00.13.

Seventh-grader Luke Kelly finished 25th
in 24:27.14, and seventh-grader Eli Wilkes
placed 32nd in 25:43.96 to round out the
Wolverines' five scoring runners. East Clar-
endon averaged 23:35 across its scoring
runners.

The Wolverines fielded 14 boys compet-
itors in the championship race. Sophomore
Misael Molina finished 35th in 25:47.80,
followed by John Riley Watts in 38th at
25:56.07 and Owen Jordan in 39th at
25:58.89.

Jack Mims placed 41st in 26:18.84, Wy-

att Kirby finished 42nd in 26:22.34, and
Zain Branch took 47th in 27:43.47. Nolan
Martin finished 48th in 27:59.30, followed
by Cooper Roper in 51st at 29:34.72 and
Mark Kelly in 53rd at 29:39.49.

Manning had three runners in the boys
competition. Junior Bryce Kinard placed
37th in 25:56.01, while Gabriel Schnelder
finished 55th in 30:19.48.

In the girls race, Manning junior Clerra
Utterback finished 12th overall with a time
of 27:15.14. Annabelle Schnelder placed
21st in 28:49.06, and sophomore Lackyn
Cheek finished 27th in 36:28.42.

East Clarendon also had three girls
competing. Behind Mattie Kelly's eighth-
place performance, senior Jayla Frink fin-

ished 29th in 36:53.55, while

HVAC

e Custom System Design

e Home Comfort Systems

Slaronds

Heating and Air

HEATING & COOLING
SERVICES

SPECIALIST, LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL SERVICES:

e |nstallation e Industrial HYAC ¢ Ductless

e Repair e Energy Management Mini-Split Systems
e Maintenance e Ventilation Systems e Thermostat

¢ Replacement e Commercial Upgrades

e Ductwork Services Refrigeration e Air Quality Solutions

e Emergency Services

5502 Sumter Hwy.
Alcolu, SC 29001
(803) 433-2320
www.loweryair.com

eighth-grader Maddie Kirby
placed 30th in 36:54.27.

The meet featured boys and
gitls 5,000-meter races, with
East Clarendon and Manning

competing against other Re-
gion VI-2A schools.

County football teams

close regular season,

prepare for playoffs

Clarendon County high school football teams wrapped up their
regular-season schedules Friday, Oct. 30, with Scott's Branch earn-
ing a decisive victory while Manning, East Clarendon, Laurence
Manning and Clarendon Hall suffered losses.

Several local teams now turn their attention to postseason play,
with playoff matchups scheduled for Friday, Nov. 6.

Scott's Branch rebounds with 42-8 victory over Edisto

Scott's Branch bounced back from a loss to Bamberg-Ehrhardt
with a 42-8 victory over Edisto on Friday, closing the regular sea-
son with a 7-3 record.

The Eagles have won seven of their last eight games, averaging
36.1 points during that stretch. Friday's 34-point victory marked
the fifth time this season Scott's Branch has won by at least 21
points.

The victory followed a 39-0 loss to Bamberg-Ehrhardt on Oct.
23 that snapped the Eagles' six-game winning streak.

Edisto fell to 2-8 with the loss, having dropped 12 of its last 14
games dating to last season.

No upcoming game was listed for Scott's Branch at the time of
the report.

Manning falls to Marlboro County, prepares for playoffs

Manning closed its regular season with a 21-14 loss to Marl-
boro County on Friday, ending the Monarchs' three-game home
winning streak.

The loss dropped Manning to 5-5, while Marlboro County im-
proved to 9-1 after suffering its only defeat of the season against
Dillon on Oct. 23.

Marlboro County quarterback Tre Blakeney rushed for 105
yards and a touchdown while adding 85 passing yards and another
score.

The Bulldogs have averaged 39.6 points per game this season,
winning nine of their 10 regular-season contests.

Manning will open postseason play against Battery Creek at
7:30 p.m. Friday. Marlboro County will face Waccamaw in its
playoff opener.

East Clarendon falls to Dillon in regular-season finale

East Clarendon closed the regular season with a 29-13 loss to
Dillon on Friday, dropping the Wolverines to 4-6.

The loss came one week after East Clarendon recorded a 31-0
shutout victory over Lake City. The Wolverines have lost four of
their last five games.

Dillon improved to 8-1 with the victory, extending its road win-
ning streak to eight games dating to last season.

East Clarendon will travel to Woodland for a 7:30 p.m. playoff
matchup Friday.

Clarendon Hall falls to Dillon Christian

Clarendon Hall suffered a 55-19 loss to Dillon Christian on
Friday, extending the Saints' road losing streak to five games.

Dillon Christian built a 34-13 halftime lead before pulling away
in the second half.

Clarendon Hall quarterback Joey Hatchell threw for 86 yards
and a touchdown. TJ Young finished with 78 receiving yards and a
touchdown, including a 71-yard reception.

Dillon Christian's Jordan Blackmon rushed for 202 yards and
three touchdowns on six carries while throwing for 252 yards and
two scores. Blackmon has recorded at least two rushing touch-
downs in four consecutive games.

Gray Easterling added 105 total yards and two touchdowns for
the Warriors.

The loss dropped Clarendon Hall to 4-6, while Dillon Christian
improved to 8-2 after winning eight of its last nine games.

Clarendon Hall will host Thomas Heyward Academy on Friday.
Dillon Christian will host Holly Hill Academy.

Laurence Manning drops second straight game

Laurence Manning closed its regular season with a 35-7 loss to
Northwood Academy on Friday, marking the Swampcats' second
consecutive defeat.

The loss followed a 35-28 setback against Pinewood Prep on
Oct. 23. Laurence Manning allowed 70 points over its final two
games after surrendering a combined 56 points in the previous
four contests.

The Swampcats finished the regular season at 6-3, while North-
wood Academy improved to 8-2. The Chargers have won 16 of
their last 18 games dating to last season.

No upcoming game was listed for Laurence Manning at the
time of the report.

Article generated by infoSentience based on data entered on Max-
Preps
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Mary Jayne McCoy Bagnal

SUMMERTON - Mary
Jayne McCoy Bagnal, 81,
widow of John Howard Bag-
nal, passed away on Thursday,
October 29, 2026, at Lake
Marion Health and Rehabil-
itation.

Born September 16, 1945,
in Sumter, she was a daughter
of the late W. Weldon McCoy
and the late Mary Frances
McCown McCoy. She was a
retired bookkeeper for Sprott
Oil Company and East Coast
Energy and a member of
Southern Methodist Church of Summerton.

She is survived by two children, Lisa Bagnal Patrick (Bob) and
David Bagnal (Christie), both of Summerton; two grandchildren,
Jordan Chandler Self (Lauren) of Arizona and Mary Hannah Ba-
gnal of Summerton; four great grandchildren; a brother, George
Terry McCoy (Cindy) of Sumter; a sister, Ann McCoy White
(Jerry) of Lexington, NC; and several nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, November
1, 2026, at Wilson Community Cemetery with the Rev. Mike
Watson and the Rev. Tony Griffin officiating.

The family received friends immediately following the
graveside service and other times at the residence, 1203 S. Dukes
Street, Summerton.

The family would like to thank the staff of Lake Marion
Health and Rehabilitation, the Waffle House, and the Summer-
ton Diner for their loving care and compassion.

Memorials may be made to Southern Methodist Church of
Summerton, PO. Box 771, Summerton, SC 29148, or Shriners
Hospitals for Children, www.lovetotherescue.org, or Clarendon
Hall School, PO. Box 609, Summerton, SC 29148.

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church Street,
Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-2179. www.
stephensfuneralhome.org

Helen Elizabeth

Harper Livingston

SALUDA, NC - Helen
Elizabeth Harper Livingston,
84, widow of Leslie Paul
Livingston, passed away on
Saturday, October 31, 2026, at
Magnolias of Santee.

Born June 18, 1942, in
Sumter, she was the daughter
of the late James Willis Harper
and the late Emma Frances
Nesbitt Harper.

She is survived by three
children, Marcia Lynn
Raymand of Hendersonville,
NG, Leslie Paul “Bubba”
Livingston, Jr. (Meree Strange) of Pinewood, and James Herman
Livingston (Lisa) of Austin, TX; two grandchildren, Lola Grace
Livingston of Manning and John Harper Livingston of Pine-
wood; and a great granddaughter, Mettie Grace.

In addition to her husband and parents, she was preceded in

 Nie
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death by a granddaughter, Mettie McCuen Livingston.

A private service was held at the Sumter Cemetery.

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church Street,
Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-2179. www.
stephensfuneralhome.org

Lenora Knight Conyers

SManning — Lenora
Knight Conyers, 86, wife
of Andrew Conyers died
Wednesday, October 28, 2026
at McLeod Health Clarendon,
Manning, SC. She was born
August 4, 1940 in Wilson,
NC. A daughter of the late
Roosevelt and Lenetta Barnes

Knight.

Emanuel "Chimmey" King, Jr

Sumter — Emanuel
“Chimmey” King, Jr., 79,
husband of Janette Davis
King, died Thursday, October
29, 2026 at his residence. He
was born December 23, 1946
in Manning, SC. A son of the
late Rev. Emanuel L. and Lena
Dozier King Sr.

Billy Brockington

Lynchburg - Billy Brockington, 53, died Thursday, October
29, 2026, at his residence, 1895 Vega Lane, Lynchburg, SC. He
was born November 11, 1972 in Manning, SC. A son of Mozell
Coleman Mooneyham and the late Carol Brockington.

The family is receiving friends at the home of his mother,
5812 Broad St., Sumter, SC.

Hattie Mae Hilton Blackwell

Summerton — Hattie Mae Hilton Blackwell, 85, widow of Jeff
Blackwell passed away on November 1, 2026, at her residence in
Summerton, SC. She was born February 8, 1941, in Summerton,
SC. A daughter of the late William and Suester Georgia Hilton.

the manning times | manninglive.com

dents entering other fields are
encouraged to apply. Additional
eligibility requirements and
application information will

be announced by the Sumter
Alumnae Chapter.

Organizers said the scholar-
ship is intended to reflect Wild-
er's commitment to excellence,
perseverance and quality educa-
tion while encouraging students
to recognize the opportunities
created by educational leaders
who came before them.

"We hope students will
understand the legacy and what
it means to receive a scholarship
from such a transformative
leader who broke many ceilings
in her career," the committee
said.

The scholarship has been
transferred to the Sumter
Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., an
organization in which Wilder
was an active member. The
chapter will oversee its admin-
istration.

Fundraising efforts have
already reached an import-
ant milestone. After initially
reporting $2,275 in contribu-
tions, organizers announced
the fund had reached $3,500
before meeting its $5,000 year-
end fundraising goal ahead of

schedule.

Several alumni and com-
munity members have helped
support the initiative. Sharron
Hilliard Horace, Wilder's
daughter, has been involved
in the effort, while Jody Grant
was among the initial donors.
Committee members include
Walter Bennett, Dr. Howard
Conyers, Jeffery Lampkin and
Courtney Watson.

Organizers said the com-
munity response has been
enthusiastic, with supporters
recognizing the importance of
honoring Wilder's contribu-
tions to education.

Wilder, who died in 2022,
dedicated her career to ensuring
students had access to quality
education regardless of their
circumstances. Her guiding
philosophy, "every child, every
chance, every day," reflected a
commitment that the Class of
2000 hopes to carry forward
through the scholarship.

Community members inter-
ested in contributing may send
checks to the Sumter Alum-
nae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority Inc., attention
Financial Secretary/Treasurer,
PO. Box 966, Sumter, SC
29151. Contributions may also
be arranged through a chapter
member.

Additional scholarship
information and future fund-
raising opportunities will be
announced.

lives.

The Clarendon County
Chamber of Commerce will
celebrate the firm's return with
a ribbon-cutting ceremony at
noon Friday, Nov. 13, at the
new Manning office.

The Manning office, located
at 111 S. Brooks St., is open
during the non-tax season from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday

through Thursday and can

be reached at 803-433-5100.

The Sumter office, at 259C

Broad St., operates from

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday

through Thursday and can
be reached at 803-775-7220.
Both locations offer additional
appointments outside regular
hours.

For the Barrineau family, the
new office represents more than
a business expansion. It brings
a family tradition that began
in Clarendon County in 1969

back to its original home.

. A staple in the.community.

CLARENDOROUNTY

Economic
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CLASS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Donate your
gently worn, used
and new shoes
today!

Help us raise funds just by
donating gently worn, used
and new shoes! Be sure to
ask, friends, family,
neighbors, and co-workers to
donate too!
Collected shoes not only help
support us, but they will be
reused and given a second
life by those in need through
#microenterprise.
It's a WIN-WIN!

Drop off boxes located at:
The Shoppe on Brooks
Johnson James State Farm
First Baptist Church of Manning
The Manning City Fire
Department
The Manning Times, Mannin
United Methodist Church
Clarendon Behavioral Health
Services
Hand in Hand & Harvest Market,
John's Place
First Baptist Fellowship Hall

Contact:

tjgjlbfoundation@outlook.com
803-433-1252

RECOVERY
SUPPORT at
JOHN'’S PLACE
16 North Brooks Street

John's Place is a Recovery Resource
Center. All are welcomel
Meetings & Support:
Alcoholics Anonymous: Wed & Fri,
5:30 PM (back door)
Narcotics Anonymous: Tues & Thur,
7:30-9:30 PM Al-Anon: Sat, 1:30 PM
Staff available Mon-Thurs, 10-4.
Peer Support Counselor upon request.
For freatment needs:

Call Clarendon Behavioral Health at
803-425-2121
or 911 for emergencies.

To host a meefing:

Call 803-433-125

Q\UMBING
L ]

Quality
Service

. Co.

&SATING’

Gene Floyd
Home Solution Advisor

Schedule Online Now!

-l

install@qualityservicecompany.net

ANNOUNCEMENTS

We Buy Houses
for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition.
Easy three step process:
Call, get cash offer
and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer
today by calling
Liz Buys Houses: 1-855-704-3381

DENTAL INSURANCE

from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance
— NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the
details! 1-855-397-7030 www.
dental50plus.com/60 #6258

AUCTIONS

HUGE ESTATE AUCTION
Sat., Nov. 14. 9:30AM. 7320 Windy
Pines Rd., Orangeburg, SC. Estate
of Mr. Charles Pettycort (deceased).
Over 1000 items! Selling contents
of shop, three 40 ft. containers, etc.
Auction offers tremendous amount
of tools, (2) Ford Transit vans, tons
of shop equip., 1968 bread truck,
neon signs, Snap-on tool carts,
woodworking equip, auto mechanic
tools, 5%8 lawn trailer, fifth wheel
RV, generators, air compressors,
CocaCola memorabilia, new outdoor
furniture, antiques, nice home decor,
bird baths, water fountains, holiday
decor, 100s of new clay flower pots,
lots of beverage bar items, pots/pans
and much more! Two auctioneers
selling simultaneously. Preview Fri.,
Nov. 13 from 11AM to 6PM.
Browse website:
www.cogburnauction.com

803-860-0712

ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION
in 80 S.C. newspapers for only $375.
Your 25-word classified ad will reach

more than 1.5 million readers.
Call Randall Savely at the
S.C. Newspaper Network,
803-750-9561.

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS

ADVERTISE YOUR
DRIVER JOBS
in 80 S.C. newspapers
for only $375.
Your 25-word classified ad
will reach more than 1.5 million readers.
Call Randall Savely at the
S.C. Newspaper Network,
803-750-9561

Superior
Manufacturing

Company
473-3135

SHAW LUMBER
200 Dingle St. » Sumter
“Building Material Prices

NAILED Down”

803-775-5361

st
¥y Franklin
* “Financial
1FFC.com

- LIFEHA

o Fixed Rates
o Set Payments
o Same-Day Funding’

"1 Franklin Financial Corporation, NMLS #141654, Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.
1# Franklin Financial Corporation is licensed by the Virginia State Corporation Commission, CFI-215. Any
offers referenced here do not apply to residents of states inwhich 1 Franklin does not hold a lending license.

PPENS

We can help fill the financial gaps.

INSTALLMENT LOANS

for Life's Expenses up to $15,000"

803-435-8782
524 W. Boyce Street
MANNING

MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

AUDIEN HEARING.

The world's first hearing aid with
touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons,
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free

trial. Free shipping. Lifefime support.
More than 1.5 million happy customers.
Call Audien 1-855-620-9614.

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
Generac Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying purchase.
Call 1-844-775-0366
today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator.

It's a power move.

NO MORE CLEANING
out gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed by a no-
clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call today
1-855-820-2770 to schedule a
FREE inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited
time only. Restrictions apply, see
representative for warranty and
offer defails.

TELEVISION &
INTERNET SERVICES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,
sports and local channels.
99% signal reliability!
CHOICE Package,
$84.99/mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos
(w/CHOICE Package or higher.)
No annual contract,
no hidden fees!

Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-855-237-9741

DIRECTV
All your entertainment.
Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and
get your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax included.
Choice package $84.99/mo.
Some restrictions apply.
Call DIRECTV
1-844-624-1107

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTERNET!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies,

Plus Limited Time
Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today!
1-877-542-0759

VACATION RENTALS

ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR SALE
to more than 1.5 million
S.C. newspaper readers.
Your 25-word classified ad
will appearin 80
S.C. newspapers for only $375.
Call Randall Savely at the
South Carolina
Newspaper Network,
803-750-9561.

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF APPLICATION

Notice is hereby given that Thanh
Nguyen intends to apply to the
South  Carolina Department  of
Revenue for a license and/or
permit that will allow for the sale
and off premises consumption of
beer, wine at 9708 HWY 260,
Manning, SC 29102 . To ob-
ject to the issuance of this license
and/or permit, submit an ABL-20
protest form by Nov 16th, 2026.

Submit  the  ABL-20  online
at MyDORWAY.dor.sc.gov
or email to ABL@dor.sc.gov

(10/22, 10/29, 11/5)

NOTICE OF APPLICATION

Notice is hereby given that Amita
Management LLC intends to apply
to the South Carolina Department
of Revenue for a license and/or
permit that will allow for the sale
and on premises consumption of
liquor at 9708 HWY 260, Suite
A, Manning, SC 29102 . To ob-
ject to the issuance of this license
and/or permit, submit an ABL-20
protest form by Nov 16th, 2026.

Submit  the  ABL-20  online
at MyDORWAY.dor.sc.gov
or email to ABL@dorsc.gov

(10/22, 10/29, 11 /6)

NOTICE OF APPLICATION

Notice is hereby given that Big
Daddy's Lounge, Inc intends to
apply to the South Carolina De-
partment of Revenue for a license
and/or permit that will allow for
the sale and on premises con-
sumption of beer, liquor at 12390
HWY 301, gable SC 29051 . To
obiject to the issuance of this license
and/or permit, submit an ABL-20
protest form by Nov 16th, 2026.

Submit  the  ABL-20  online
at MyDORWAY.dor.sc.gov
or email to ABL@dor.sc.gov

(10/22, 10/29, 11/5)

NOTICE OF APPLICATION

Notice is hereby given that Thanh
Nguyen intends to apply to the
South  Carolina Department  of
Revenue for a license and/or
permit that will allow for the sale
and on premises consumption of
liquor at 9708 HWY 260, Man-
ning, SC 29102 . To object to
the issuance of this license and/
or permit, submit an ABL-20 pro-
test form by Nov 16th, 2026.

Submit  the  ABL-20  online
at MyDORWAY.dor.sc.gov
or email to ABL@dor.sc.gov

(10/22, 10/29, 11/5)

NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF
ACTION
STATE OF NEW MEXICO
COUNTY OF SOCORRO
SEVENTH JUDI-
CIAL DISTRICT COURT
RED STICK LAND HOLDINGS, LLC,
P Il a i n t i f f,
V. Case No. D-725-

CV-2026-00057
ALLIED ACCEPTANCE CO. A
NEW MEXICO CORPORATION
THAT HAS MERGED OUT OF
EXISTENCE, AS SUCCESSOR TO
COMPASS LAND CO.; PHILLIP
K. FOLKERS; LISA F. KEE; TONYA
R. ALEXANDER; VICKI B. PREAST;
ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS OF RUTH
B. FOLKERS (DECEASED); ALL
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF HARRI-
ETTE MEDLIN FOLKERS (DE-
CEASED); AND ALL UNKNOWN
PERSONS WHO MAY CLAIM
ANY LIEN, INTEREST, OR TITLE
ADVERSE TO THE PLAINTIFF,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF PEN-
DENCY OF ACTION
FROM THE STATE OF NEW MEXI-
COTO THE FOLLOWING NAMED

Windows, Siding, Porch Enclosures

W Wl

4655-A Hwy.17 By-Pass South, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577
www.windowworldofmyrtlebeach.com

843-445-9921 » 800-NEXT-WINDOW

PLACEYOURAD IN MORE THAN

80 SC NEWSPAPERS

NN
SOUTH CAROLINA
NEWSPAPER NETWORK

Reach up to 1.5 million readers
using our small space ad network!

803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com

Contact Randall Savely

Statewide and regional options available

THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 5, 2026

LEGAL NOTICES

DEFENDANTS: the unknown heirs,
devisees, successors, adminis-
trators, executors, and assigns of
RUTH B. FOLKERS and HARRIETTE
MEDLIN FOLKERS, and ALL UN-
KNOWN PERSONS WHO MAY
CLAIM ANY LIEN, INTEREST, OR
TITLE ADVERSE TO THE PLAIN-
TIFF in the following real property
in Socorro County, New Mexico:
Lot three (3), Block three A (3A),
Ranchos de Bernardo, Unit #2,
a subdivision in Socorro Coun-
ty, New Mexico, as the same is
shown and designated on the
Plat of said Subdivision, filed in
the office of the County Clerk
of Socorro County, New Mex-
ico, on December 13, 1960.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that,
pursuant to Rule 1-004(J) and (K)
NMRA and by Order of the Court,
Plaintiff RED STICK LAND HOLD-
INGS, LLC has filed a Complaint
to Quiet Title (the “Complaint”)
against you in the above-cap-
tioned cause, the general ob-
ject of which is to quiet title to the
real property described above.
This action is pending in the Sev-
enth Judicial District Court, County
of Socorro, State of New Mexi-
co, 200 Church St., Socorro, NM
87801. Plaintiff's attorneys are
Modrall, Sperling, Roehl, Harris &
Sisk, PA. (Spencer L. Edelman and
Santiago Piza Cossio), P.O. Box
2168, Albuquerque, New Mexico
87103-2168, (505) 848-1800.
Unless you enter an appearance
or file a responsive pleading or
motion in response to the Com-
plaint within thirty (30) days after
the last publication date of this
notice, judgment by default may
be entered against you for the re-
lief requested in the Complaint.
MODRALL, SPERLING, ROEHL,
HARRIS & SISK, P.A.

By: /s/ Santiago Piza Cossio
Spencer L. Edelman

Santiago Piza Cossio

P.O. Box 2168

Albuquerque, New Mexico
87103-2168

Telephone: 505.848.1800
spencer.edelman@modrall.com
santiago.pizacossio@modrall.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff

(10/22-11/5)

NOTICE OF SELF STORAGE
SALE
Please take notice 803 Storage
located at 1605 N Pike E Sumter
SC 29153 intends to hold an
Auction of storage units in default
of payment. The sale will occur
as an online auction via www.
lockerfox.com on 11/12/2026
at 11:30 AM. This sale is pursuant
to the assertion of lien for rental
at the self-storage facility. Unless
stated otherwise the description of
the contents are household goods,
furnishings and garage essentials.
Shaniya Moses; Janielle Samuel;
Tuesday Yarbrough. This sale may
be withdrawn at any time without
notice. Certain terms and condi-
tions apply.

(10/29-11/5)

NOTICE OF ABANDONED
MOBILE HOME

Make: Brid

Model: 14x70

Year: 1983

VIN number: BM 14533

Title Number: 770750118212448
Title: Ronald Dean Adams and
Donna Pauline Adams

Address: 1410 Brantley Ave, Sum-
merton, SC 29148

Please be advised that the above
described item that | have at my
place of business has been re-
paired, towed, or stored. The item
listed above must be claimed within
thirty (30) days. Pursuant to Code
Section 29/15/10 of the 1976
SC Code of Laws, as amended,
this property will be sold at public
auction to the highest bidder after
thirty (30) days have expired. Sale
notices will be posted in three (3)
public places for 15 days prior to
sale. A copy of this notice will be
sent certified mail to all lien holders
of record.

(m/s)

Ex (803)433-0060 ) =
_Auto-Home-Farm-Business-Boats-Health & Life )
.~ 40 N.Mill St, Manning, SC 29102 -

John Mathis
(803)473-6205

Bruce McNair

11A

|FIED Mawket Place

NEWS

Matteo and Minka also travel
outside the county for special
occasions and visits in places
like Columbia, Florence and
Sumter.

The overall success of
the conference reflected the
collaboration and hospitality
of the Manning community.
Conference and Convention
Chair Claudette Elliott worked
alongside local Optimist Club
members and area restaurants
to coordinate the venue, deco-
rations and meals.

“We would like to thank
The Orchard Café and Lucy’s
Traditional Southern Bake-
house for providing our guests
with a wonderful lunch and
dessert, showing why they are
two of the Best of Clarendon,”
said Elliott.

The day was particularly
meaningful for members of
the Clarendon Optimist Club
who attended their first district
conference. Laci Thompson,
Josey Pack, Heather Teems,
Louise Murray and Sandra
Marcy joined Terry Land,
Elliott, Justice and other fellow
Optimists for a day of learning,
networking and renewed inspi-
ration for service.

Local leaders took notice
and were also present at the
conference. State Rep. Fawn
Pedalino greeted attendees
with a beautiful rendition of
“The Star-Spangled Banner”
as the conference opened, and
Manning Mayor Julia Nelson
gave a welcome and remarks to
attendees as lunch began.

At the end of the day, the
SCOD first-quarter conference
reinforced the mission of Op-
timist International: to bring
out the best in youth, in our
communities and in ourselves.
Through leadership, volun-
teerism and collaboration, the
gathering demonstrated how a
shared commitment to serving
others can strengthen commu-
nities across South Carolina.

“Thank you everyone who
attended, contributed, and
supported our time to shine
and for making our Optimism
come true right here in Claren-
don,” said Justice.

About the Optimist Club of
Clarendon

The Optimist Club of
Clarendon is a volunteer service
organization dedicated to
bringing out the best in kids
and supporting youth, schools
and families throughout Clar-
endon County. Formed in 2017
as part of Optimist Internation-
al, the club works to promote
positive change through service
projects, fundraisers and events
that inspire hope and encourage
growth.

Members meet the second
Tuesday of every month at local
restaurants. “We're a low-key,
fun group who all enjoy help-
ing kids,” say members when
asked to describe what the club
is all about.

For more information, con-
tact club president Claudette
Elliott through the club’s Face-
book page or email optimist-
clubclarendon@gmail.com.

-

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE®

National
General

Brian Joyner

(803)460-2167 | (803)460-4176
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OPEN YEAR ROUND ! BOUTIQUE MALL = VENDORS ' GIFT ITEMS

SENIOR LIVING

Short-Term Rehab i
and Long-Term Care “vope!

Pocotaligo River Lake Marion Lake Moultri T\\O““‘sqwmq \
Health and Rehab Health and Rehab Health and Reh -
3147 Sumter Hwy 1527 Urbana Road 1038 McGill Lape
Manning, SC Summerton, SC St. Stephen, SC
803-478-2323 803-435-2317 843-567-2307

eereneoamn1 Devel ment

31 W. Wesmark Blvd.
Sumter S.C.

803-774-2100

brownsfurniture@hotmail.com

@ T 7 BBQ by the pound
. BBQ plates « chicken - fried fish
sides &more!

Diesel _ ' 803-433-2189
Performance N 412 S Mill Street Manning, SC

158 N. Main Street
Greeleyville, SC 29056

843-426-4455

R 2167 AM NASH RD.
\  MANNING, SC
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