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STORM. A tree lies snapped and blocking Walker Street in Summerton following Friday’s storm. The photo 
shows the damage across from Summerton Presbyterian Church. (Photo by Dwight Stewart)

No injuries reported as tornado 
sweeps through Summerton

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The National Weather Service has con-
firmed that an EF1 tornado touched down in 
the town of Summerton on Friday, May 30, as 
part of a severe weather system that produced 
damaging straight-line winds across parts of 
Clarendon County.

According to a preliminary storm survey 
released by the NWS Columbia office, the 
tornado formed at 5:01 p.m. and tracked 
nearly 10 miles through Clarendon County 
with estimated peak winds of 90 mph and a 
maximum width of 200 yards. While there 
were no reported injuries or deaths, the 
storm left a trail of downed trees, damaged 
property and disrupted power lines in its 
wake.

Summerton Fire Chief Michael Johnson 
emphasized the importance of staying alert 
and heeding official warnings during such 
events.

 “Summerton was issued a tornado 
warning on Friday afternoon, just before this 
storm took place,” Johnson said. “It is espe-
cially important to stay informed for your 
safety along with the safety of others. Pay 

SPORTS

State champs! Lady Wolverines 
deliver big win for Turbeville

CHAMPS. The East Clarendon High School Lady Wolverines celebrate their 5-3 victory over Saluda to win the SCHSL Class 2A Softball State Championship on 
Saturday, June 1. The win marks the program’s first state title since 2017. (Photo provided by East Clarendon Athletic Booster Club) 

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

After a long season marked by 

hard work, weather delays, and a 
roller coaster of travel plans, the 
East Clarendon High School softball 
team capped off their campaign 

with a 5-3 victory over Saluda on 
Saturday, claiming the SCHSL Class 
2A State Championship—its first 
since 2017.

For head coach Jason Newsome, 
it was all about the team’s dedica-
tion.

“Just happy for the girls,” New-

See WOLVERINES, Page 4

EVENT

Messtival turns the 
library lawn into 
a literacy playground

BUSINESS

Mind Body Mat 
builds strength and 
connection in Manning

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Harvin Clarendon County 
Library’s front lawn was a joy-
ful splash of color, bubbles, and 

giggles on Saturday, May 31, as 
families poured in for the first-ever 
Summer Literacy Messtival — a 
messy, hands-on celebration de-
signed to make reading fun.

Hosted by the library and 

See MESSTIVAL, Page 4

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

On South Mill Street in down-
town Manning, a fresh approach 
to wellness is unfolding. Mind 
Body Mat, a boutique fitness studio 
offering yoga, barre, and Pilates, 
has quickly become a space where 
movement meets mindfulness—
and where community takes center 
stage.

The studio opened in Decem-
ber 2024 under the leadership of 
Raegan McKenzie, a Kingstree 
native whose passion for wellness 
was sparked far from home. While 
attending college in New York City, 
McKenzie was surrounded by a 
culture of movement. With studios 
on every corner and friends train-
ing for marathons, she found her 
own rhythm in yoga and hot Pilates 
classes.

“It became my outlet—a time 

where my mind could be quiet,” she 
said.

After more than six years of 
consistent personal practice, she 
returned to South Carolina and 
soon felt the absence of that daily 
movement. With few fitness studios 
nearby, McKenzie decided to create 
the space she longed for—both for 
herself and for others.

She began teaching at Sha-
lom and Company, a local studio 
started by Peyton McGinnis. When 
McGinnis announced she would 
be closing the business, McKenzie 
made the bold decision to take it 
over. Less than a month after earn-
ing her certifications, she became 
the owner of her own studio.

“I didn’t intend to own a studio 
so soon—or ever, really,” she said. 
“But God always has a plan, even 
when it looks different from our 
own.”

Since rebranding as Mind Body 

See MAT, Page 4

PLAY. Children create giant bubbles using oversized wands at the Bubble 
Station during the Harvin Clarendon County Library’s Summer Literacy Mess-
tival on May 31. (Photo by Melissa Foust-McCoy)
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Letida Eunice Langston, 
86, widow of Cecil Chess-
ley Langston, Jr., died 
Wednesday, May 28, 2025, 
at her home.

Born March 11, 1939, 
in Florence, she was the 
daughter of the late Clyde 
Strickland and the late 
Eunice Vause Strickland. 
She was a member of San-
tee Baptist Church where 
she served as organist and 
pianist for many years. She 
taught piano and she loved 
to fish. 

She is survived by two 
daughters, Miranda Upp 
(Bill) of Summerton and 
Myra Jenkins of Manning; 
seven grandchildren, 
Beth Etheridge (Robert), 
Brad Calcutt (Sarah), 
Brittany Briley (Tony), 
Robbie Campbell (Jessi-
ca), Victoria McCollough 
(Matthew), Chelsea Lee 
(Nicholas) and Ryan 
Tedder (Roxie); numerous 

great grandchildren and 
great-great grandchildren; 
brother-in-law, Alton 
Langston (Ann) of Union; 
sister-in-law, Melba Rae 
Lehman (Jim) of Florence; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her hus-
band and parents, she was 
preceded in death by a son, 
Cecil Chessley Langston 
III; two grandchildren, 
Ken Langston and Mickey 
Tedder; and a brother, 
Rudy Strickland.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
May 30, 2025, at Santee 
Baptist Church with the 
Rev. Adam Wilson, the 
Rev. Gene Mosier and the 
Rev. Bennie Barwick offi-
ciating. Burial will follow 
at Elim Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Effingham. 

Grandsons and 
nephews will serve as 
pallbearers and honorary 
pallbearers. 

Visitation will be one 
hour prior to the service 
from 10 to 11 a.m. at San-
tee Baptist Church. 

Memorials may be 
made to the Turbeville 
Children’s Home, P.O. Box 
229, Turbeville, SC 29162.    

Stephens Funeral Home 
& Crematory, 304 N. 
Church Street, Manning, is 
in charge of arrangements, 
(803) 435-2179. www.ste-
phensfuneralhome.org

LETIDA 
LANGSTON

Henrietta Burgess 
Blackwell, the daughter 
of the late William Jasper 
“Coot” Burgess and the 
late Carrie B. Burgess was 
born December 9, 1933 in 
Gable, South Carolina. She 
was the widower of the late 
Willie Jasper Blackwell.

Henrietta received her 
formal education at Melina 
Parochial School in Gable, 
South Carolina, Alcolu El-
ementary School in Alcolu, 
South Carolina and Man-
ning Training School in 
Manning South Carolina. 
She received certification 
in Food Service from the 
State of South Carolina.

Henrietta, was affec-
tionately known as “Rat” 
to family and friends 
and “Hennie” to those 
who hold her dear in 
their hearts. She was very 
active in the communities 
in which she lived and 
served, and was called the 
Unofficial Babysitter. She 
had a heart of gold and 
love to give, especially to 
the children in the schools 
and in her neighborhoods.

She attended Melina 
Presbyterian Church in 
Gable, SC as a child. After 
the family moved to Alco-
lu, she became a member 
of Green Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church in Alcolu, 
SC. where she was bap-
tized and faithfully served 
as a member of the Youth, 
Adult and Senior Choirs, 
the Usher Board, the 
Young Women Auxiliary 
and the Culinary Ministry. 
She enjoyed and partici-
pated in plays as a young 
adult and was a contestant 
in the Miss Senior Green 
Hill pageant. She was very 
dedicated to her church 
and loved her fellow 
church members where 
she had many children.

Henrietta’s work ethic 
began at an early age. She 
worked as a Domestic 
Caregiver for the late Dr. 
Joe and Mrs. Ruth King in 
Manning, South Carolina 
for many years and lov-
ingly raised their children. 
Upon their deaths and 
with the help of her friend, 
the late Olivette Singleton 
she was employed with 
Clarendon School District 
Two where she worked 

in Food Service for more 
than 20 years before her 
retirement. It was her mis-
sion and desire to feed ev-
ery child that came in her 
presence that did not have 
lunch money. She enjoyed 
life to the fullest and she 
touched many lives and 
those who knew her with 
tremendous generosity, 
kindness and wisdom.

She departed this 
earthly life on Sunday, May 
25, 2025 at her home in 
Alcolu. She was preceded 
in death by her parents 
and four children: Carrie 
(JD) Brown, Jimmie Dale 
Blackwell, Charles Alexan-
der Blackwell and Sharon 
Henriette Blackwell. One 
grandchild: Ern Hendray 
Blackwell.

Those left to cherish her 
memories are: Her Chil-
dren: Willie Mae Manning 
of Manning, SC, Jacque-
line Blackwell of Alcolu, 
SC, Delphine Chatman of 
Sumter, SC, Leroy (Carrie) 
Blackwell of Sumter, SC 
and James Eric (Sheryl) 
Blackwell of Sumter, SC: 
Goddaughter: Marilyn 
(Benny) Kelly of Manning, 
SC; Godsons: Jonathan 
(Cynthia) Burgess of 
Manning, SC and Manson 
Timothy (Betty) Single-
ton of Philadelphia, PA; 
Bonus children whom she 
raised: Betty (Billy) Coffey, 
Mary Taylor, Ann (GG) 
Cutter, Joseph “Bo” King, 
Jr. and Cathy (Mitchell) 
Garner, all of Manning, 
SC; Twenty-Two Grand-
children, one of whom 
was her caregiver, KaTasha 
Blackwell Smith; Twen-
ty-Eight Great-Grandchil-
dren and Four Great-Great 
Grandchildren: An Aunt; 
Ethel Bryd of Sumter, SC; 
Life Friends: Rutha Lee 
Epps, Eva McFadden and 
Lillie Ramsey all of Alcolu, 
SC. She had many Special 
Children, Close Cousins, 
and Friends who are too 
numerous to name.

Public viewing was held 
at 2:00 PM until 6:00 PM 
on Saturday, May 31, 2025, 
at Hayes F. Samuels Sr. 
Memorial Chapel, 114 N. 
Church St., Manning, SC.

Celebration of life took 
place 3:00 PM Sunday, 
June 1, 2025, at Green 
Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church, Alcolu, SC. Rev. 
Delbert H. Singleton, Jr., 
Pastor and eulogist, Rev. 
Al Hammett Jr., presiding, 
Pastor David Woods Jr., 
Rev. Willie Wright Jr. and 
Rev. Henry O. Blackwell, 
assisting. Burial followed 
in the Churchyard Ceme-
tery. Ms. Blackwell lied in 
state one hour prior to the 
time of service.

The family received 
friends at her residence, 
1121 Ocean Rd., Alcolu, 
SC.

HENRIETTA
BLACKWELL

Allard Memminger 
Brogdon III (Sonny), 83, 
passed away peacefully 
Monday, May 26, at his 
home in Alcolu.

Born on March 10, 
1942, Sonny was the son of 
the late Allard M. Brog-
don, Jr. and Dorothy Davis 
Brogdon.

He was a U.S. Army 
veteran of the South Car-
olina National Guard Ar-
mory in Manning, where 
he retired with 30 years of 
service. He retired from 
Campbell Soup in Sumter 
and worked a number 
of various jobs from his 

youth.
He is survived by a 

wife of the home, Virginia 
Brogdon; a son, Al (Becky) 
Brogdon of Sumter; 
Connie (Robert) Wolfe of 
Sumter; 9 grandchildren, 
9 great-grandchildren and 
a number of nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in 
death by his first wife of 
41 years, Polly B. Culick 
Brogdon, a sister, Ann 
Brogdon Mullen, and a 
son, Victor A. Brogdon.

His body was donated 
to the USC School of Med-
icine in Columbia.

A celebration of life 
service will be held Satur-
day, June 14 at 2 p.m. at 
Clarendon Baptist Church 
in Alcolu.

Donations can be sent 
to Tunnel to Towers Foun-
dation for Veterans & First 
Responders.

The family would 
like to extend thanks to 
Fresenius Kidney Care of 
Manning, McLeod Home 
Health of Manning, and 
Agape Hospice for their 
compassionate care.

ALLARD
BROGDON III

Naomi Thames Blair, 
76, wife of William Blair 
died Thursday, May 29, 
2025, at Prisma Health Tu-
omey, Sumter, SC. She was 

born October 28, 1948, in 
Manning, SC. A daughter 
of the late Luther and Vic-
toria Dingle Thames.

There will be no public 
viewing.

Funeral services will be 
held 12 Noon Friday, June 
6, 2025, at Elizabeth Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 
4829 Alex Harvin High-
way, Manning, SC. Burial 
will follow in the Church-
yard Cemetery.

The family is receiving 
friends beginning 3:00 PM 
til 7:00 PM Wednesday 
June 4, 2025, and Thursday 
June 5, 2025, at her resi-
dence 1034 Virginia Pine 
Ct., Manning, SC.

NAOMI
BLAIR

Harry C. Parson, 76, 
died Wednesday, May 28, 
2025 at McLeod Regional 
Medical Center, Florence, 
SC. He was born January 
15, 1949 in Davis Sta-
tion, SC. A son of the late 

Corner and Mattie Pearson 
Parson.

Public viewing will be 
held 2PM til 6PM Mon-
day, June 2, 2025 at Hayes 
F. Samuels Sr., Memorial 
Chapel, 114 North Church 
St. Manning, SC.

Celebration of life will 
take place 10:00 AM Tues-
day, June 3, 2025 at Hayes 
F. Samuels, Sr, Memorial 
Chapel, 114 North Church 
St., Manning, SC.

Burial will follow in 
Hopkins Cemetery, Sum-
merton, SC.

The family is receiving 
friends at the home of his 
brother John and sis-
ter-in- law Gail Parson at 
6338 Moses Dingle Road, 
Manning, SC, 4PM til 
7PM daily.

HARRY
PARSON

Willie Albert Briggs, 
79, died Saturday, May 24, 
2025, at Calhoun Con-
valescent Center, Saint 
Matthews, SC. He was 
born June 20, 1945, in 
Manning, SC. A son of the 
late Abraham Briggs and 
Hattie Mae Doughty.

Public viewing will be 
held 2PM til 6PM Satur-
day, May 31, 2025 at Hayes 
F. Samuels, Sr., Memorial 
Chapel, 114 North Church 
St. Manning, SC.

Wake services will be 
held 6PM til 7PM Sat-
urday, May 31, 2025, at 
Hayes F. Samuels, Sr. Me-
morial Chapel, 114 North 
Church St. Manning, SC.

Funeral services will be 
held 1:30 PM Sunday June 
1, 2025 At Hayes F. Samu-
els, Sr., Memorial Chapel, 
114 North Church, St., 
Manning, SC.

The family is receiving 
friends at the home of his 
sister, Evangelist Beulah 
and Minister Leroy Palm-
er, 1082 High Hill Lane, 
Manning, SC.

WILLIE
BRIGGS

CLUB NEWS

Rotary roundup: Jay Johnson 
reflects on county governance

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Manning Rotary Club welcomed Clar-
endon County Council Chairman Jay Johnson 
as the guest speaker at its May 28 meeting. 
Johnson, who was elected chairman last year, 
shared his personal background, his perspec-
tive on local governance, and the challenges 
and opportunities facing the county.

A lifelong resident of New Zion, Johnson 
spoke candidly about his unexpected path 
into public service. “I never intended on being 
a politician,” he said, recalling how he left 
college just 12 hours shy of a civil engineering 
degree to help on his family farm after his 
father’s back injury. “But sometimes the Lord 
puts you where you’re supposed to be.”

Though relatively new to elected office, 
Johnson emphasized the importance of 
communication and accessibility in his role. 
“If you’ve got a problem, call me,” he said. “I 
might not agree with you, but I’ll listen to you. 
That’s my job.” He said he fields calls daily, 
many of which fall outside county jurisdiction, 
but he makes an effort to return every one.

Johnson highlighted the complexities of 
local leadership, particularly around balancing 
funding demands with taxpayer expectations. 
“Everybody wants more money for depart-
ments, but they also want their taxes cut,” he 
said. “It doesn’t work that way. We’ve got to 
live within our means.”

He also touched on major growth issues, 
from the need for more housing to economic 

development, noting the recent announcement 
of Project Bonjour—which will bring 300–340 
jobs to the county with a starting salary of 
$69,000. He acknowledged that agricultural 
landowners’ reluctance to sell poses a chal-
lenge to expansion but said economic pressure 
is likely to shift that over time.

Johnson answered questions from Rotari-
ans about impact fees, development planning, 
and constituent engagement. He credited the 
county’s development board for pursuing 
industry and said long-term progress depends 
on collaboration and community involvement. 
“We’ve got people with great ideas, but if they 
don’t show up to meetings or speak out, those 
ideas don’t move forward,” he said.

When asked what he’s most proud of so far, 
Johnson said, “That I’m just a nobody from 
New Zion who ran against a 24-year incum-
bent and won. And that I’ve made it through a 
budget without flipping out.”

The meeting closed with an update from 
President Johnson James on the ongoing Chil-
dren’s Dictionary Project. This year, Rotary 
Clubs from Manning and Summerton, along-
side Delta Kappa Gamma, helped distribute 
dictionaries to more than 9,300 third-grade 
students across the district. “The kids are 
always excited to get them,” James said. “This 
is one of those projects that really makes a 
difference.”

The Manning Rotary Club meets every 
Wednesday at noon at Porter Jack’s restaurant 
in Manning. For club updates and events, fol-
low Manning Rotary Club on Facebook. 

MEETING. Clarendon County Council Chairman Jay Johnson speaks to the Man-
ning Rotary Club about county leadership, growth challenges, and the importance 
of accessibility in local government during the club’s May 28 meeting. (Photo by 
Melissa Foust-McCoy)
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You know me. I’m always interested in some 
project. A lot of my projects you don’t hear about. 

Many times I get into a project 
that fails spectacularly in the 
very first weeks of the project. 
Other times a project goes a long 
time before it is abandoned and 
something new take its place. Still, 
I look for the smallest step I can 
take towards a big project today. If 
I can find a project and get started 
it is possible that this project may 
continue to fruition. Consistency 
is the big thing. Keep working and 

stay consistent.
Well, the brain trust got on this the other day. The 

truism of being consistent fell right into place. They 
all had ideas, examples and proof positive that con-
sistency was all around us. The first example of proof 
was from an unlikely source. Do you have a naviga-
tion system in your car? Does the maps or tracking 
information come from your phone? Do you carry 
your phone everywhere? One guy said that when he 
got into his car the gps map would show a route to 
his work. It came up every weekday. In the afternoon, 

the navigation system 
would show the route 
back to his house. If 
he got into his car on 
Saturday morning, 
the route to the golf 
course would come 
up and on Sunday 
morning a route to his 
church would show 
up. Well, what else 
would come up? He is 
consistent about going 
to work, golf course 
`Double a penny a 
day and it won’t be 
long before you have 
a million dollars. True 
but once you start on 
doubling some bigger 
numbers the task 
gets a lot harder. Miss 
a few days and the 
consistency part of 

the truism “Use it or lose it” enters in. See how easy it 
is for a good idea to turn into a hot mess?

It didn’t take long for all of us to prove that a lot of 
things were automatic and we did them on a pre-
dictable routine. The trouble was right in front of us. 
How do we keep our project on a predictable routine 
that let’s us make progress? 

Then we got on what was the small step we could 
do and keep doing to make a doable routine that 
would allow us to finish what we started? Then the 
discussion turned to ways to keep a routine going. 
After a few testimonies about failed projects and new 
ideas for creating a consistent method of doing our 
new project it was lunchtime.  Lunchtime usually 
gets in the way of the brain trust actually figuring out 
an expectable method of solving our dilemmas. We 
headed for the cars to ride to our favorite restaurant. 

Six of us rode in two cars. Just to prove how we 
had fallen into a predictable routine, the guy I rode 
with had his gps pop up with the route to the restau-
rant. Then the two big words came out: if only.

If only we could be that predictable with some 
other projects. 

Consistency will come about the next time the 
brain trust meets. We will discus some problem, 
consider different ideas of what a consistent action 
would be and then prove that consistent action works 
when the gps pops up with the route to the restau-
rant. At least we are consistent about something.

Consistency 
project

Special Occasion? 
Make it even more special with an announcement in 

The Manning Times!

graduations | births | engagements | weddings | &  more!
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MT. HOPE SCROLLS

Bobby

JONTE

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

See how 

easy it is for 

a good idea 

to turn into a 

hot mess?
JUNE 5

•OATS MEETING AT HARVIN 

CLARENDON COUNTY LIBRARY AT 10 

AM

•KNIT NIGHT AT HARVIN 

CLARENDON COUNTY LIBRARY AT 5 

PM

OPINION

Letter to the editor
Dear Editor,
Why does the Attorney General of 

South Carolina allow for the constant, 
illegal, and fraudulent harassment and 
annoyance of South Carolina citizens 
by telemarketers? As I write this today, 
I have received 15 solicitation calls. 
Two dozen per day is not unusual. I am 
on the “Do Not Call” government list, 
yet they keep calling, even when asked 
to cease. They spoof the telephone 

caller ID to hide their real identity and 
purpose. We are an elderly household, 
and they wake us up each morning and 
continue into the evening.

Most of the solicitations are for 
some kind of insurance—be it Medi-
care, car warranty, or funeral. The lat-
est is from ambulance chasers wanting 
to know if I have had an accident in 
the last two years.

I, along with many others I’m sure, 

wish this problem resolved.
Sincerely,
 Sam R. Morrison
 Wyboo, SC
CC:
 Alan Wilson, South Carolina 

Attorney General
 Fawn Pedalino, District 64
 Jeff Zell, District 36
 James Clyburn, U.S. House, Dis-

trict 6

JUNE 14

FARMER’S MARKET REOPENS

JUNE 28

CLARENDON COUNTY HEALTH 

ADVISORY COUNCIL MEN’S EXPO 

WITH FREE HEALTH SCREENINGS 

FROM 5:30PM-7:30PM AT THE 

CLARENDON COUNTY COMPLEX, 13 

MAPLE ST. MANNING

JUNE 9

JUNIOR GARDEN CLUB AND POP-

UP FARMER’S MARKET AT HARVIN 

CLARENDON COUNTY LIBRARY 1PM-

5PM

JUNE 18

GOSPEL IN THE PARK JUNETEENTH 

FESTIVAL FROM 4PM-8PM AT THE 

WALKER GAMBLE PARK, 2358 

WALKER GAMBLE  RD. NEW ZION

JUNE 19

CLARENDON COUNTY JUNETEENTH 

PARADE AND FESTIVAL ON 

RAILROAD AVENUE IN SUMMERTON
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Farmers of Clarendon
A staple in the community.

TORNADO
FROM PAGE 1

attention 
to the 
weather 
warn-
ings and 
advisories 
through 

your phone, local news, or radio because 
they are important in helping us prepare 
and respond effectively. We are thankful 
there were no injuries sustained during 
this event.”

Clarendon County Emergency Man-
agement Director Allen Lee noted in re-
marks to the press that the storm brought 
high winds and heavy rain, toppling trees 
throughout the region. Residents report-
ed loud crashes and power outages, with 
some structures sustaining roof and water 
damage.

Public Information Officer April Co-

nyers said emergency responders received 
three storm-related calls Friday evening: 
two involving downed power lines and 
one for a tree that had fallen on a house. 
Fortunately, no one was injured in those 
incidents.

“We had a few medical calls unrelated 
to the storm, but in terms of storm re-
sponse, that was it,” Conyers said. “We’re 
grateful the damage wasn’t worse and that 
everyone is safe.”

Summerton Mayor Keith Bowman 
could not immediately be reached for 
comment, but Clarendon County officials 
continue to assess damage and coordinate 
with the NWS for final determinations on 
the storm’s impact.

Residents are encouraged to report 
damage by emailing photos or details to 
clarendonem@clarendoncountygov.org.

PATH. A preliminary storm survey from the National Weather Service confirms an EF1 
tornado touched down in Summerton on May 30, 2025. The tornado traveled nearly 10 miles 
through Clarendon County, causing significant tree damage but no reported injuries. (Image 
provided by National Weather Service Columbia)

some 
said. 
“They 
worked 
really 
hard this 
year, and 

I’m just glad it worked out for them.”
The Lady Wolverines jumped out 

early with two runs in the first inning 
and leaned on a dominant performance 
from senior pitcher Laiklyn Gaskins, who 
struck out 11 and allowed just four hits. 
Gaskins, who pitched with poise even 
after giving up a late home run, has been a 
staple for East Clarendon in the circle.

“She’s a competitor. We knew we were 
going to get her best effort,” Newsome 
said. “She was calm and loose all day, 
and that confidence gave her teammates 
a boost, too. She pitched her behind off. 
What else can you say?”

The morning of the game, the team 
gathered at school for a last-minute bat-
ting practice session—a change in routine 
made possible by the altered schedule 
after Thursday’s weather-related post-
ponement.

“It wasn’t part of the original plan, but 
with the late start time, we had the oppor-
tunity,” Newsome said. “It let the girls lock 
in one more time and gave the communi-
ty a chance to send us off.”

That final BP session paid off quickly. 
Gaskins tripled in the first inning and 
scored on a bunt single by freshman Zoey 
Culick. Culick went on to tally three hits 
and drive in a run in the fifth, showcasing 
a level of poise beyond her years.

“Zoey is just a freshman, but she’s a 
very mature hitter,” Newsome said. “She 
practices relentlessly and has the ability 
to focus in big moments. We had confi-
dence in her, and she came through in a 
big way.”

Veteran leadership was also key. Se-
niors Gaskins and second baseman Ann 
Grace Knowlton were instrumental in 
shaping the team’s identity under New-
some, who took over the program two 
seasons ago.

“They became like family,” Newsome 
said. “From the moment I got here, they 
bought into everything we were trying 
to build. For two players at the end of 
their careers to invest like that, it’s huge. 
They’ve set a standard.”

Now, the challenge becomes building 
on that legacy. With two standout seniors 
graduating, Newsome said the focus will 
quickly turn to the weight room and 
preparation for what comes next.

“We know we’ll need to be better next 
year than we were this year to do this 
again,” he said.

Still, for the community of Turbeville 
and those who proudly wear the blue and 
white, this victory already carries weight 
that goes well beyond the final score.

“Our school just really has an unparal-
leled level of community support,” New-
some said. “It creates a sense of pride in 
your school and in your town. Everybody 
feels connected to it.”

As for the younger girls in the district 
dreaming of one day wearing the East 
Clarendon uniform?

“We’s love to see them out there,” 
Newsome said. “It’s a lot of work. Wearing 
that uniform means something, and we 
hope it means something to them. And 
we hope to be able to continue the same 
level of success moving forward.”

WOLVERINES
FROM PAGE 1

Mat, McKenzie has 
expanded class offer-
ings to six days a week. 
The studio now features 
Vinyasa yoga, Pilates mat, 
and barre classes led by 
Summerton native Emily 

Belser.
Together, the instructors aim to create a welcoming, 

energizing environment that encourages growth at every 
level.

“Mind Body Mat is modern, with upbeat playlists, 
bright energy, and a community vibe,” McKenzie said. 
“You chat with the person next to you, make friends, 
cheer each other on.”

That sense of connection is central to McKenzie’s 
vision. She describes MBM as a “third space”—not home, 
not work, but a place where people can show up, feel seen, 
and belong.

While yoga and Pilates are McKenzie’s personal spe-
cialties, she said Belser’s barre classes bring a dynamic 
balance to the studio. Their combined approach offers 
something for everyone, from beginners to seasoned 
movers.

For those walking through the doors for the first time, 
McKenzie understands the hesitation. She makes a point 

to greet each client by name, check in after class, and offer 
modifications along the way.

“I always encourage people to bring a friend—it’s way 
less scary and way more fun that way,” she said.

McKenzie said one of the most rewarding parts of 
teaching has been watching others find their own outlet in 
movement. Whether it’s a student holding a challenging 
pose, adding more weight, or simply returning week after 
week, the growth is personal—and deeply meaningful.

Behind the scenes, MBM is also growing. The studio is 
currently undergoing renovations to accommodate more 
students, and a new Pilates instructor will join the team in 
June to launch a beginner series.

Earlier this spring, McKenzie hosted a free “Yoga in 
the Square” event in downtown Manning. More than 40 
women attended.

“That was such a beautiful moment,” she said. “I hope 
for many more like it.”

Though her journey began in Kingstree and took root 
in New York, McKenzie said opening a studio in Manning 
just made sense.

“Living by the lake and owning a studio in Manning 
just feels right,” she said.

Mind Body Mat is located at 9 South Mill Street in 
Manning. For class schedules and more information, visit 
mindbodymat.co or follow the studio on social media.

MAT
FROM PAGE 1

FITNESS. Community members stretch during a free “Yoga 
in the Square” class hosted by Mind Body Mat in downtown 
Manning. More than 40 participants attended the event, 
held in front of the Clarendon County Courthouse. (Photo by 
Raegan McKenzie)



You Do
A Lot

Let Us Help You

Women's Health
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MESSTIVAL
FROM PAGE 1

themed 
“Color 
Our 
World,” 
the event 
was made 
possible 

through an early literacy grant from Save 
the Children and brought in hundreds of 
local children and their families for face 
painting, art stations, story time, and free 
books.

“I think it went really well,” said 
Library Director Holly Cockfield. “It’s 
funny — about 10 minutes before 10 a.m., 
I started to panic that no one would show 
up, and then it felt like everybody showed 
up all at once.”

The event featured appearances by 
popular children’s characters including 
Elsa, Bluey, and Chase from Paw Patrol, 
thanks to Glass Slipper Solutions. For 
Cockfield, seeing the look on children’s 
faces when the characters arrived was a 
moment she won’t soon forget.

“The surprise and joy — that was defi-

nitely the most memorable part for me,” 
she said.

The outdoor space transformed into a 
creative playground with a paint station 
complete with spray guns, stamps, and 
poster boards, and a massive bubble area 
with oversized wands and buckets to 
create bubbles as big as the kids making 
them. Inside the library, families gath-
ered around tables for board games and 
crafts. Attendees were also treated to free 
refreshments, including coffee and drinks 
from Jilly Beans and ice cream from Caro-
lina Sweet Shoppe.

The Messtival’s main goal was to 
promote literacy by changing the way kids 
interact with books and the library.

“It shows them that literacy and librar-
ies are fun,” Cockfield said. “It allows us to 
meet them where they are and what they 
enjoy doing. It’s not boring or a chore 
— it can be exciting and an overall fun 
activity.”

The event was staffed by a dedicated 
team of library employees and volun-
teers, including Cockfield, Cathi Kersten, 

Victoria Plowden, Bevin Davis, Jennifer 
Powell, Shinasty Briggs, Patricia Ragin, 
and Darlene Bryant.

In addition to library staff and vol-
unteers, the event was supported by 
several community partners, including 
Clarendon County 4-H, which brought 
baby chicks and ducks, as well as First 
Steps, the Clarendon County Coalition, 
SNAP-Ed, the Diaper Bank, the Claren-
don County Sheriff ’s Department, and the 
Manning Police Department.

Books were available free of charge for 
every child who attended. While an exact 
number wasn’t recorded, Cockfield esti-
mated several hundred were given away 
throughout the morning.

Save the Children is a nonprofit orga-
nization that works to improve the lives 
of children through education, health, 
and advocacy in some of the nation’s most 
underserved communities. The group 
reached out to the library earlier this 
year and encouraged them to apply for 
the early literacy grant. The library was 
awarded the grant in March and used it 

to fund the Messtival’s supplies, activities, 
and hundreds of free books given away 
during the event.

While the future of the event will de-
pend on funding, Cockfield said she’d love 
to bring it back next year if possible.

In the meantime, the Harvin Claren-
don County Library has a full calendar of 
summer programming for all ages:

Story Time is held every Wednesday at 
10:30 a.m. for children from birth to age 
five.

Junior Garden Club meets Mondays 
at 1 p.m. for children in kindergarten 
through eighth grade.

Weekly performers visit Thursdays at 1 
p.m. for all ages.

Tech Fridays offer engaging tech-based 
programming for teens ages 12 to 18 at 2 
p.m.

For more information on upcoming 
programs, visit the Harvin Clarendon 
County Library or follow them on Face-
book.

CHARACTERS. Children greet costumed characters including Elsa, Bluey, and Chase from 
Paw Patrol during the Summer Literacy Messtival at the Harvin Clarendon County Library. 
(Photo by Melissa Foust-McCoy)

FACE PAINTING. A volunteer with Glass Slipper Solutions paints a child’s face during the 
Summer Literacy Messtival, a hands-on celebration of reading and creativity in Manning. 
(Photo by Melissa Foust-McCoy)

BLUEY. A young attendee shows off her Bluey face paint while working on an art project with 
a family member during the Summer Literacy Messtival held outside the Harvin Clarendon 
County Library. (Photo by Melissa Foust-McCoy)

MESS. Families gather on the lawn for messy art activities during the Summer Literacy 
Messtival, hosted by the Harvin Clarendon County Library and supported by a grant from 
Save the Children. (Photo by Melissa Foust-McCoy)



1. Satisfy
2. European health 
advocate
3. Expression of annoy-
ance
4. Strong liquor
5. Large red deer
6. Holder of less com-
mon religious beliefs
7. West Indian shrub
8. Family of proteins
9. Wealthy, influential 
business leader
10. Low spirits
11. Approves food
12. Monetary unit of 
Iran and Oman
13. Mary __, cosmetics
16. Expressed in pithy 
maxims
18. Relaxing spaces
22. The NFL’s big game
23. Proof of payment 
(abbr.)
24. Starchy preparation 
of dried orchid tubers
25. Indicates near
27. Minneapolis suburb
28. Herring-like fish
29. Doctors’ group

30. Pouches
31. Bread dipping in 
sauce
33. Commercials
35. A reminder of past 
events
36. Affected by injury
37. Geological time
39. Stationary part of a 
motor
42. Brings together
43. Of sound mind
44. Personal computer
46. Without (French)
47. A bank might give 
you one
48. Agricultural testing 
organization
49. A small island
50. Type of gene
51. Murres
52. Card game
53. A measure of 
human health
54. Australian airline 
(abbr.)
55. One point south of 
due west
56. Affirmative

DOWN
1. Marsh plant
6. Southern constella-
tion (“The Peacock”)
10. Fogginess
14. Home to Fools’ Day
15. Absence of the 
sense of pain
17. Popular November 
holiday
19. Consume food
20. Buddy
21. Long-haired 
goat-antelope
22. Japanese honorific
23. Actor Malek
24. One point south of 
southeast
26. Illegal acts
29. As fast as can be 
done
31. Prevents harm to 
young
32. Exclamation of 
satisfaction
34. African nation
35. Slow-moving 

animal
37. Oh, goodness!
38. A team’s best 
pitcher
39. Cleanser
40. Radioactivity units
41. Expectorated 
matter
43. Cover a wide range
45. The central area of 
a church
46. California capital 
(abbr.)
47. Dutch painter 
Klaver
49. 007’s creator
50. Impression of 
dishonesty
53. Northeastern 
sports rivalry
57. Cloths
58. Stalin’s police chief
59. Hostelries
60. Bitterly regret
61. Anwar __, Egyptian 
statesman
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
KIDS.  Your donation helps 
fund the search for missing 
children.  Accepting Cars, 
Trucks and Vans.  Fast Free 
Pickup – Running or Not – 
Tax Donation – Call (888) 
515-3810

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% off 
installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-900-1261

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-
230-8692

We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today by calling 
Liz Buys Houses: 1-855-704-
3381

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance – NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-397-
7030 www.dental50plus.
com/60 #6258

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-877-852-
0368

AUCTIONS
Manning Mini Warehouses
199 N. Church St.
10:00 AM
Thursday
June 25, 2025
Nelson - Unit 9
Nelson - Unit 12
Frazier - Unit 1

ADVERTISE YOUR 
AUCTION in 80 S.C. 
newspapers for only $375. 
Your 25-word classified 
ad will reach more than 
1.5 million readers.  Call 
Randall Savely at the S.C. 
Newspaper Network, 803-
750-9561.

HELP WANTED 
DRIVERS ADVERTISE 
YOUR DRIVER JOBS in 
80 S.C. newspapers for 
only $375. Your 25-word 
classified ad will reach more 
than 1.5 million readers.  
Call Randall Savely at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 
803-750-9561.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALE
Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-775-
0366 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-875-2449.

TELEVISION & 
INTERNET SERVICES
DIRECTV OVER 
INTERNET – Get your 
favorite live TV, sports 
and local channels. 99% 
signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 
months. HBO Max and 
Premium Channels included 
for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No 
annual contract, no hidden 
fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-237-
9741

DIRECTV- All your 
entertainment. Nothing 
on your roof! Sign up for 
Directv and get your first 
three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice 
package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-624-1107

Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-877-542-0759

VACATION RENTALS
ADVERTISE YOUR 
VACATION PROPERTY 
FOR RENT OR SALE 
to more than 1.5 million 
S.C. newspaper readers. 
Your 25-word classified 

ad will appear in 80 S.C. 
newspapers for only $375. 
Call Randall Savely at the 
South Carolina Newspaper 
Network, 803-750-9561.

MEETING
The Clarendon Hospital 
District Board of Trustees 
meets at 6:15 p.m. on the 
fourth Tuesday of the 
month (except for July and 
December).
The meetings are held at 
Southern Senior Living in 
the Aycock Board Room 
located at 3147A Sumter 
Highway, Manning, S.C. 
29102.

FOR SALE
Land for sale on 
Rickenbaker Rd. in 
Summerton 4.39 acres. 
Contact Ruby Davis (716) 
444-4233

2022 Palomino Columbus 
Model CMF329DVC Fifth 
wheel Camping Trailer 
AND 2022 GMC Sierra 
Denali Heavy Duty 2500 
with Duramax 6.6 liter 
V-8 diesel and Allison 
transmission. The truck 
has approximately 52,000 
miles and is in very good 
condition. The camper is in 
good condition with some 
patches for scrapes with 
trees, etc. - all of which 
have been professionally 
repaired.  Asking $55,000 
for each or sold together 
for a deep discount. 
 Contact George at (803) 
460-1989 or bngfix@gmail.
com
 Both located in Manning, 
SC
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NEW
I BUY OLD CONCERT 
POSTERS, MOVIE POSTERS, 
LOBBY CARDS, PRE-1970 
COMIC BOOKS, 1930’S 
BLUES 78’S, (213) 944-9601 
OR STREETSOF2024@
GMAIL.COM

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
KIDS. YOUR DONATION 
HELPS FUND THE SEARCH 
FOR MISSING CHILDREN. 
ACCEPTING TRUCKS, 
MOTORCYCLES & RV’S , 
TOO! FAST FREE PICKUP 
– RUNNING OR NOT – 24 
HOUR RESPONSE – 
MAXIMUM TAX DONATION 
– CALL (888) 515-3810

 REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
WITH THE BEST LOOKING 
AND LONGEST LASTING 
MATERIAL – STEEL FROM 
ERIE METAL ROOFS! THREE 
STYLES AND MULTIPLE 
COLORS AVAILABLE. 
GUARANTEED TO LAST 
A LIFETIME! LIMITED 
TIME OFFER UP TO 50% 
OFF INSTALLATION + 
ADDITIONAL 10% OFF 
INSTALL (FOR MILITARY, 
HEALTH WORKERS & 1ST 
RESPONDERS.) CALL ERIE 
METAL ROOFS: 1-855-900-
1261

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR MAY BE 
COVERED BY MEDICARE! 
RECLAIM INDEPENDENCE 
AND MOBILITY WITH THE 
COMPACT DESIGN AND 
LONG-LASTING BATTERY 
OF INOGEN ONE. FREE 
INFORMATION KIT! CALL 
833-230-8692

 WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS! NO REPAIRS. 
NO FUSS. ANY CONDITION. 
EASY THREE STEP 
PROCESS: CALL, GET CASH 
OFFER AND GET PAID. GET 
YOUR FAIR CASH OFFER 
TODAY BY CALLING LIZ 
BUYS HOUSES: 1-855-704-
3381
DENTAL INSURANCE FROM 
PHYSICIANS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 
COVERAGE FOR 400 
PLUS PROCEDURES. REAL 
DENTAL INSURANCE – NOT 
JUST A DISCOUNT PLAN. 
DO NOT WAIT! CALL NOW! 
GET YOUR FREE DENTAL 
INFORMATION KIT WITH ALL 
THE DETAILS! 1-855-397-
7030 WWW.DENTAL50PLUS.
COM/60 #6258

SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICA’S #1 WALK-IN TUB. 
COMPREHENSIVE LIFETIME 
WARRANTY. TOP-OF-THE-
LINE INSTALLATION AND 
SERVICE. NOW FEATURING 
OUR FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE AND $1600 
OFF FOR A LIMITED TIME! 
CALL TODAY! FINANCING 
AVAILABLE. CALL SAFE STEP 
1-877-852-0368

AUCTIONS NEW 
LOWCOUNTRY & 
MIDLANDS ONLY
HUGE PUBLIC AUCTION. 
SAT., FEB. 8 AT 9:30AM. 
138 LITTLE TOOT LANE, 
DORCHESTER, SC. SELLING 
FOR MR. AND MRS. TERRY 
CARROLL. AT PRESS TIME 
WE ARE STILL TAGGING 
ITEMS. WILL BE AN ALL 
DAY AUCTION INCLUDING 
BUT NOT LIMITED TO 
CARS, VANS, BOX TRUCK, 
SHOP EQUIP., TONS OF 
TOOLS, SEVERAL UTILITY 
TRAILERS, FURNITURE, 
NEON SIGNS, GLASSWARE, 
ADVERTISING ITEMS, 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES 
OF ALL KINDS, AND SO 
MUCH MORE! PREVIEW FRI., 
FEB. 7 FROM 10AM-6PM. 
BROWSE WEBSITE: WWW.
COGBURNAUCTION.COM. 
803-860-0712

ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION 
IN 80 S.C. NEWSPAPERS 
FOR ONLY $375. YOUR 
25-WORD CLASSIFIED AD 
WILL REACH MORE THAN 1.5 
MILLION READERS.  CALL 
RANDALL SAVELY AT THE 
S.C. NEWSPAPER NETWORK, 
803-750-9561.

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
ADVERTISE YOUR 
DRIVER JOBS IN 80 S.C. 
NEWSPAPERS FOR ONLY 
$375. YOUR 25-WORD 
CLASSIFIED AD WILL 
REACH MORE THAN 1.5 
MILLION READERS.  CALL 
RANDALL SAVELY AT THE 
S.C. NEWSPAPER NETWORK, 
803-750-9561.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALE
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES WITH 
BRIGGS & STRATTON 
POWERPROTECT(TM) 
STANDBY GENERATORS 
– THE MOST POWERFUL 
HOME STANDBY 
GENERATORS AVAILABLE. 

INDUSTRY-LEADING 
COMPREHENSIVE 
WARRANTY OF 7 YEARS 
($849 VALUE.) PROUDLY 
MADE IN THE U.S.A. CALL 
BRIGGS & STRATTON 1-855-
212-3281.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY WITH A 
GENERAC HOME STANDBY 
GENERATOR. ACT NOW 
TO RECEIVE A FREE 
5-YEAR WARRANTY WITH 
QUALIFYING PURCHASE. 
CALL 1-844-775-0366 TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE A FREE 
QUOTE. IT’S NOT JUST A 
GENERATOR. IT’S A POWER 
MOVE.

 ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LEAFFILTER, THE MOST 
ADVANCED DEBRIS-
BLOCKING GUTTER 
PROTECTION. SCHEDULE 
A FREE LEAFFILTER 
ESTIMATE TODAY. 20% OFF 
ENTIRE PURCHASE. PLUS 
10% SENIOR & MILITARY 
DISCOUNTS. CALL 1-855-
875-2449.

 TELEVISION & INTERNET 
SERVICES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET 
– GET YOUR FAVORITE LIVE 
TV, SPORTS AND LOCAL 
CHANNELS. 99% SIGNAL 
RELIABILITY! CHOICE 
PACKAGE, $84.99/MO FOR 
12 MONTHS. HBO MAX 
AND PREMIUM CHANNELS 
INCLUDED FOR 3 MOS 
(W/CHOICE PACKAGE OR 
HIGHER.) NO ANNUAL 
CONTRACT, NO HIDDEN 
FEES! SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. CALL IVS 1-855-237-
9741

DIRECTV- ALL YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. 
NOTHING ON YOUR 
ROOF! SIGN UP FOR 
DIRECTV AND GET YOUR 
FIRST THREE MONTHS 
OF MAX, PARAMOUNT+, 
SHOWTIME, STARZ, MGM+ 
AND CINEMAX INCLUDED. 
CHOICE PACKAGE $84.99/
MO. SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. CALL DIRECTV 1-844-
624-1107

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  FREE INSTALL, 
FREE HD-DVR UPGRADE, 
80,000 ON-DEMAND 
MOVIES, PLUS LIMITED TIME 
UP TO $600 IN GIFT CARDS. 
CALL TODAY! 1-877-542-

0759

 VACATION RENTALS
ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION 
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR 
SALE TO MORE THAN 1.5 
MILLION S.C. NEWSPAPER 
READERS. YOUR 25-
WORD CLASSIFIED AD 
WILL APPEAR IN 80 S.C. 
NEWSPAPERS FOR ONLY 
$375. CALL RANDALL 
SAVELY AT THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA NEWSPAPER 
NETWORK, 803-750-9561. 
THE CLARENDON HOSPITAL 
DISTRICT BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES MEETS AT 6:15 
P.M. ON THE FOURTH 
TUESDAY OF THE MONTH 
(EXCEPT FOR JULY AND 
DECEMBER).

MEETING
THE MEETINGS ARE HELD 
AT SOUTHERN SENIOR 
LIVING IN THE AYCOCK 
BOARD ROOM LOCATED AT 
3147A SUMTER HIGHWAY, 
MANNING, S.C. 29102.

FOR SALE
RHYTHM PORTABLE 
OXYGEN KIT  EXT BATTERY 
, HOUSE CHARGER, AUTO 
CHARGER NEBULIZER KIT 
$75.00 WALKER $25.00
OLDER WHEELCHAIR 
$50.00 RE SOUND HEARING 
AIDS $2000.00 CALL PHIL 
443-857-1352

2022 PALOMINO COLUMBUS 
MODEL CMF329DVC FIFTH 
WHEEL CAMPING TRAILER 
AND 2022 GMC SIERRA 
DENALI HEAVY DUTY 2500 
WITH DURAMAX 6.6 LITER 
V-8 DIESEL AND ALLISON 
TRANSMISSION. THE TRUCK 
HAS APPROXIMATELY 52,000 
MILES AND IS IN VERY GOOD 
CONDITION. THE CAMPER 
IS IN GOOD CONDITION 
WITH SOME PATCHES FOR 
SCRAPES WITH TREES, ETC. 
- ALL OF WHICH HAVE BEEN 
PROFESSIONALLY REPAIRED.  
ASKING $55,000 FOR EACH 
OR SOLD TOGETHER FOR A 
DEEP DISCOUNT. 
 CONTACT GEORGE AT (803) 
460-1989 OR BNGFIX@GMAIL.
COM
 BOTH LOCATED IN MANNING, 
SC
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF ESTATES

ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST 

THE FOLLOWING ESTATES MUST FILE 

THEIR CLAIMS ON FORM #371ES WITH THE 

PROBATE COURT OF CLARENDON COUNTY, 

THE ADDRESS OF WHICH IS 411 SUNSET 

DR. MANNING SC 29102 WITHIN EIGHT (8) 

MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OR WITHIN ONE (1) YEAR FROM DATE OF 

DEATH, WHICHEVER IS EARLIER (SCPC 62-3-

801, ET SEQ.) OR SUCH PERSONS SHALL BE 

FOREVER BARRED AS TO THEIR CLAIMS. ALL 

CLAIMS ARE REQUIRED TO BE PRESENTED IN 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS ON THE PRESCRIBED 

FROM (FORM #371 ES) INDICATING THE NAME 

AND ADDRESS OF THE CLAIMANT, THE BASS 

OF THE CLAIM, THE AMOUNT CLAIMED, THE 

DATE WHEN THE CLAIM WILL BECOME DUE, 

THE NATURE OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE 

CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION OF ANY SECURITY 

AS TO THE CLAIM WILL BECOME DUE, THE 

NATURE OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE 

CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION OF ANY SECURITY 

AS TO THE CLAIM. 

ESTATE: Vera McKenzie Coker

Case No# 2025ES1400068

Personal Representative: Hubert Dwayne Coker

Address: 5740 Salem Road New Zion, SC 29111

Attorney: Elbert K. Turbeville

Address: PO Box 699 Lake City, SC 29560

(03/20-04/03)

Ten-Dale Family Farms, 1322 Les Tindal 

Rd. Pinewood, SC 29125 has applied to the 

South Carolina Department of Environmental 

Services for a Groundwater Withdrawal Permit, 

under the Groundwater Use and Reporting 

Act for one (1) proposed agricultural irrigation 

well(s) located at approximately N 33.60622, 

W -80.375443 in Clarendon County, SC. A 

proposed maximum groundwater withdrawal of 

51 million gallons per year from the McQueen 

Branch aquifer has been developed from 

calculated water use requirements for one (1) 

agricultural well(s) on approximately 71 acres. 

Additional information concerning this appli-

cation may be obtained from Ashley Carothers 

by calling (803) 898-4220 or e-mail at Ashley.

Carothers@des.sc.gov. SCDES invites and will 

receive comments on the application until 

April 7th, 2025, close of business day, 5:00pm 

EST. Please submit comments using SCDES’s 

ePermitting webpage (https://epermweb.dhec.

sc.gov/ncore/external/publicnotice/search) 

by navigating to the project and using the “add 

comment” tab at the top of the page. Com-

ments may also be sent to: SCDES/Bureau of 

Water, Attention: Ashley Carothers, 2600 Bull 

Street, Columbia, SC 29201. Interested parties 

wishing to be notified of the final permit deci-

sion must make comment on the application 

and/or make request to receive notice of the 

final decision and must provide SCDES with a 

correct name and mailing address.

(4/7/25)

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS OF CLARENDON COUNTY 

FIRST STEPS TO SCHOOL READINESS

PARTNERSHIP, A SOUTH CAROLINA NONPROF-

IT CORPORATION

Please take notice that Dr. Myra Pearson, 

Chairperson of Clarendon County First Steps to 

School Readiness Partnership, a South Carolina 

Nonprofit Corporation (the “Corporation”), 

hereby calls a special meeting of the Board of 

Directors of the Corporation at 9 o’clock a.m. 

on March 20, 2025, for the purpose of consid-

ering and voting upon the amendments to the 

Bylaws of the Corporation, and conducting 

such other business as may come before the 

Board. For more information, contact Claren-

don County First Steps at clarendonfirststeps@

gmail.com or (803) 433-2848.

Dr. Myra Pearson

Chairperson of the Board of Directors,

Clarendon County First Steps to School 

Readiness Partnership
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ESTATES
ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST THE 
FOLLOWING ESTATES 
MUST FILE THEIR CLAIMS 
ON FORM #371ES WITH 
THE PROBATE COURT OF 
CLARENDON COUNTY, THE 
ADDRESS OF WHICH IS 411 
SUNSET DR. MANNING SC 
29102 WITHIN EIGHT (8) 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS OR WITHIN ONE (1) 
YEAR FROM DATE OF DEATH, 
WHICHEVER IS EARLIER 
(SCPC 62-3-801, ET SEQ.) 
OR SUCH PERSONS SHALL 
BE FOREVER BARRED AS TO 
THEIR CLAIMS. ALL CLAIMS 
ARE REQUIRED TO BE PRE-
SENTED IN WRITTEN STATE-
MENTS ON THE PRESCRIBED 
FROM (FORM #371 ES) 
INDICATING THE NAME AND 
ADDRESS OF THE CLAIMANT, 
THE BASS OF THE CLAIM, 
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED, THE 
DATE WHEN THE CLAIM WILL 
BECOME DUE, THE NATURE 
OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO 
THE CLAIM, AND A DESCRIP-
TION OF ANY SECURITY AS 
TO THE CLAIM WILL BECOME 
DUE, THE NATURE OF ANY 
UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE 
CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION 
OF ANY SECURITY AS TO THE 
CLAIM.

ESTATE: Mae Edith Burgess

Case No: 2023ES1400026
Personal Representative: Kelvin 
R McElveen
Address: 1493 Oakdale Road  
New Zion, SC 29111
Attorney: N/A
(02/02-02/16)
ESTATE: Rebecca Pauline Bryant
Case No: 2023ES1400030
Personal Representative; George 
Allen Bryant Jr
Address: 1482 Hodge Circle 
Manning SC 29102
Attorney: N/A
(02/10-02/24)

Estate: Nancy Ann McKenzie 
Ham
Case No: 2022ES1400399
Personal Representative: Sara 
Davis
Address: 109 Stonewalk Dr, Rin-
con GA 31326
Attorney: N/A
(02/10-02/23)

NOTICE OF ABANDONED VE-
HICLE
Owner: Antionette Fulton
Make: Mercedes Benz
Model: C350
Year: 2008
Tag Number : UBA441SC
VIN #: WDDGF56X58R020529
Please be advised that the above 
described item that I have at my
place of business has been re-
paired, towed or stored and the 
amount of

charges as of December 7th, 
2022 are $791.51. the item listed 
above
has been repaired, towed or 
stared and must be claimed 
within thirty
(30) days Pursuant to Code 
Section 29-15-10 as of the 1976 
SC Code of
Laws, as amended this property 
will be sold at public auction to 
the
highest bidder after thirty (30) 
days have expired. Sale notices 
will
be posted in three (3) public 
places for 15 days prior to sale. 
A copy
of this notice will be sent by cer-
tified mail to all lien holders of
record. Storage charges of 
$30.00 per day wo;; be added 
until this
property is claimed and the 
charges are paid.
West Manning Auto Repair
1431 Georgia Pacific Rd Alcolu 
SC 29001
(2/10)

NOTICE OF ABANDONED VE-
HICLE
Owner: Lee W Bozier
Address: 8443 Hwy 17, North 
McClellanville, SC 29458
Lien Holder: BridgeCrest Accep-
tance Corp
Address: PO Box 2997, Phoenix 

Az. 85062
Please be advised that the above 
described item that I have at my
place of business has been re-
paired, towed or stored and the 
amount of
charges as of May 5th,2022 are 
$6,000. the item listed above 
has been
repaired, towed or stared and 
must be claimed within thirty 
(30) days
Pursuant to Code Section 29-
15-10 as of the 1976 SC Code of 
Laws, as
amended this property will be 
sold at public auction to the 
highest
bidder after thirty (30) days 
have expired. Sale notices will be
posted in three (3) public places 
for 15 days prior to sale. A copy 
of
this notice will be sent by certi-
fied mail to all lien holders of
record. Storage charges of 
$35.00 per day wo;; be added 
until this
property is claimed and the 
charges are paid.
The property is located on 1679 
Olanta Hwy, Turbevile, SC 29162
803-460-3608
(02/10)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CLARENDON
IN THE MATTER OF ESTATE OF 
LEE DOUGHTY

FOR RENT
OWN LAND IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ to lease your 
land. Call now for free info 
packet 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing. com / 
Ref# SC11721

FOR RENT
3 bdrm, 2 ba Double Wide 
near Lake, $750 per month  
plus security deposit.
Includes water. 
Recently remodeled
For information call 980-
328-9511 or 803-478-4655
(12/5-12/22)
 
FOR RENT
2bdrm, 2 ba, single wide near 
lake, $700 per month plus 
security deposit.
Includes water.
Recently Remodeled. 
For information call 980-
328-9511 or 803-478-4655
(12/15-12/22)

FOR RENT
3 bedrooms, 2 bath,  House 
for rent in Sugar Hill area of 
Manning.
$700 per month rent, $700 
Security deposit. Contact 
803-410-4321 or
more information.
(12/15)

FOR RENT
Woodland Park Apts
146 N 5th St.
Manilla IA
1,2 and 3 bd apts. All new 
utilities included. Contact 
Zoul Properties.com
or call 712-469-4033

WANTED
Seeking Emergency Medical 
Technicians
(Basic, Advanced, and 
Paramedic welcome) for
fulltime and part-time 
positions for a non urgent
ambulance stretcher 
transport company.
Company is Local to 
Clarendon and Sumter
County. Competitive pay, 
health insurance, dental 

and vision insurance, 
supplemental insurance and 
paid time off after one year. 
Also seeking responsible 
drivers with clean motor 
vehicle records for full-time 
and part-time positions at 
a non urgent ambulance 
stretcher transport service. 
Must be 21 years of age, 
must be presentable when 
in uniform. Must be prompt, 
courteous, and professional. 
Competitive pay, on the job 
training, health insurance, 
dental and vision insurance,
supplemental insurance and 
paid time off after
one year. Call East Palmetto 
Ambulance Service at 
803-473-8000 to set up a 
meeting to apply in person.

AUTO DETAILING
Mobile car detailing. We 
come to you. Car wash, wax 
and vacuum. Call for esti-
mates and availability. Eddie 
@ (803) 410-1369

TV & INTERNET SERVICES
AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 1-855-
724-3001.

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$49.99/month. Select All-In-
cluded Package. 155 Chan-
nels. 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie 
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-844-624-1107

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-877-378-0180

DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 

FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-542-0759

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technolo-
gy. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-877-649-9469

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up 
to 12 Mbps Plans Starting 
at $30/month. Our Fastest 
Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) & 
Unlimited Data Plans Start 
at $100/month. Call Viasat 
today! 1-866-463-8950

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers.  Call for a 
free in-home consultation:  
844-524-2197

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-844-630-0073 today to 
see how you can save $1,000 
on installation, or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/scan

BOY SCOUT COMPENSA-
TION FUND - Anyone that 
was inappropriately touched 
by a Scout leader deserves 
justice and financial com-
pensation!  Victims may be 
eligible for a significant cash 
settlement.  Time to file is 
limited.  Call Now!  888-985-
1039

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-397-7030 

www.dental50plus.com/60 
#6258

FOR SALE
Local house and commercial 
window cleaning business 
over 100 Homes at Manning 
Golf Course. Work part time 
April, May, June and Oct, 
Nov.  
Annual $9000.00 income. 
May seek Senior or Disabled  
Sale for $1325.00 Firm. 
Call Ed 803-854-4448

For Sale - $1,325.00
Window Cleaning Business
Over 100 Accounts and 
Counting 
Local + Two Commercial 
Accounts
Working through May, June, 
Sept, Oct, Part-Time
Annual Income = $10,000 
cash
Call Ed Balt 803-854-4448
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
Empire Today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today!  844-254-3873

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company - 855-837-7719 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/
scan

Affordable Home Repair
Call 803-410-9445
Excellent work, affordable 
prices
toppercunningham@gmail.
com
FOR SALE
46 INCH SNAPPER 
LAWNMOWER, GOOD 
CONDITION CALL 803-
460-2418 FOR MORE 
INFO $700.00)

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE
I PAY TOP DOLLAR - For 
Used Mobile Homes! Call 
(803) 607-6335

FOR SALE 
98 LINCOLN MARK 8. 
GOOD ENGINE. GOOD 
TRANSMISSION. LOW 
MILES, NEEDS WIND-
SHIELD BEST OFFER 
CALL 803-460-2418
(09/22-09/28)

HELP WANTED
SUNSHINE TAXI COM-
PANY IS LOOKING FOR 
HELP IN MANNING. 
MUST BE 25 YEARS
OR OLDER WITH A 
CLEAN DRIVING RE-
CORD, DEPENDABLE 
AND HONEST. CALL
803-720-2811 OR EMAIL
TONYSTAXI6@GMAIL.
COM

HELP WANTED

CAMP BOB COOPER 
(CLEMSON UNIVERSI-
TY YOUTH LEARNING 
INSTITUTE)
SUMMERTON, SC IS 
NOW HIRING FOR PART-
TIME FOOD SERVICE 
WORKERS FOR SECOND 
SHIFT, UP TO 28 HOURS 
PER WEEK
$10.00 PER HOUR, 
SOME WEEKENDS.
MUST HAVE A VALID ID, 
RELIABLE TRANSPOR-
TATION, AND BE ABLE 
TO PASS A
BACKGROUND CHECK. 
PLEASE CALL 803-
478-2105.
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
IS AN EQUAL OPPORTU-
NITY EMPLOYER
(02/02-02/23)
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1 week - $15  »  2 weeks - $20  »  3 weeks - $30 4 weeks - $40  »  Web - $10 extra

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Fully Insured

*Free Estimates*

Jenkinson

Tree service LLC

803-847-8014

J & T’s Local Moving & More, LLC

J & T’s Local 
Moving 

& More, LLC

803-236-4008J & T’s Local Moving
 & More, LLC

J & T ’s Local 
Moving and More, LLC

64 Wilder St. Sumter, SC 29150 

* Free Estimates
* Moving (Home & Office)
* Lawn Care
* Pressure Washing
* Fence Staining

“Saving time and money with no worries”
Over 20 years of experience

Jamie Singleton
Owner

(803) 236-4008 (803) 773-3934

REPLACEMENT
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Looking for an experienced part 
time carpenter with potential 

to be full-time. Must have own 
transportation or way to the 
owners’ house to meet for a 
ride to work and ride home. 

Must have your own tools. Pay 
will be determined based on 

experience. Please call today at 
(803)460-5541 to schedule an 

interview.

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS

Serving The Grand Strand and Pee Dee area

NEW LOCATION:
4655-A Hwy.17 By-Pass, South, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577

S
P
48

17
5

843-445-9921 • 800-NEXT-WINDOW
www.windowworldofmyrtlebeach.com

PLACE YOUR AD IN PLACE YOUR AD IN 
97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readers and reach more than 2.1 million readers 
using our small space display ad networkusing our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Randall Savely   888.727.7377Randall Savely   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.comscnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys availableStatewide or regional buys available

CONT. ON PAGE 8

J & T’s Local Moving & More, LLC

J & T’s Local 
Moving 

& More, LLC

803-236-4008J & T’s Local Moving
 & More, LLC

J & T ’s Local 
Moving and More, LLC

64 Wilder St. Sumter, SC 29150 

* Free Estimates
* Moving (Home & Office)
* Lawn Care
* Pressure Washing
* Fence Staining

“Saving time and money with no worries”
Over 20 years of experience

Jamie Singleton
Owner

(803) 236-4008 (803) 773-3934

CLASSIFIEDS

Patriot LiquorsPatriot Liquors

543 Mill Street • Manning, SC 29102
803-433-FLAG (3524)

Brown’sBrown’s
Furniture & BeddingFurniture & Bedding

“Where Quality Matters”

It’s worth the drive for the savings!
31 W. WESMARK BLVD. • SUMTER, SC • 803-774-2100

www.brownsofsumter.comwww.brownsofsumter.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PMMONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PM
SATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PMSATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PM

800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142
Phone: (803) 854-2223Phone: (803) 854-2223

WWW.SANTEEHARDWARE.COM

Valspar Paints • Purdy Paint BrushesValspar Paints • Purdy Paint Brushes
Wheel Barrels • Faucets • WrenchesWheel Barrels • Faucets • Wrenches
Screw Drivers • Shovels • HammersScrew Drivers • Shovels • Hammers

Saws • Door Knobs • & MORESaws • Door Knobs • & MORE

3602 Broad Street Ext. Sumter
www.hinesfurniture.com • 803.494.2300

FURNITURE & BEDDINGRealtyRealty

Santee aSSociateSSantee aSSociateS

THUMBS UP BEST SERVICE
803-854-3000

Visit our website: www.santeeassociates.com or stop by our office @ 9355 SC-6 across from Tri-County Electric
Meet our friendly staff: AGENTS: Karen Hardman, Catherine Shuler, Donna O’Neill, Maggie Griffin, Cindy Ott

Buck Travis (Owner), Scott Clark (BIC), Eletha Travis (Office Coordinator)

Santee Automotive

2601 Paxville Hwy. Manning   •  803.433.5400  •  www.santeeautomotive.com
WARREN
PROPANE

we provide 
tanks for 

commercial, 
agricultural, 

& residential.
with delivery.

3703 J W Rhames Rd,
Manning, SC 29102

803.473.7547

Henry P. "Bo" Bozard, Jr.

Office: 803-435-8891

Cell: 803-473-6604

bo@clarendoninsurance.com

on Thursday Nov. 10, The 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s 
Office was notified thru 
dispatch that an inmate had 
escaped from the Clarendon 
County Detention Center.  
The inmate was identified as 
42 y/o Shaun Wayne Wiles.
 Officers with the 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s 
Office,  the City of Manning 
Police Department, and 
multiple other agencies, to 
include the US Marshall’s 

Service, the Marshall’s Fugi-
tive Task Force, SLED, SLED 
Helicopter, SC Highway Pa-
trol ACERT Team, SCDNR, 
and Sumter County Sheriff ’s 
Office arrived on scene and 
began searching for the 
subject.   K-9’s were used to 
track the subject from the 
Detention Center.   Shortly 
after daylight, the subject 
was spotted by a homeowner 
in the trunk of her car as she 
was placing a bag of trash in 
it.  The subject fled on foot 
into the woods.  Officers 
relocated to this area and 
began another search. While 

this search was on going, 
officers received information 
from a Farmer about a mile 
away that one of his farm 
pickups had just been stolen.  
He had video of the incident, 
and it was determined that 
the subject was in fact the 
escaped inmate.  
 The stolen truck 
was described as a 2006 
GMC single cab pickup 
truck.  It is white in color, 
has a toolbox on the back 
and has 25 bags of corn in 
the back of the truck.  The 
SC tag # is 44568FM.
 Shaun Wayne Wiles 

is a white male, 5’10, and 
160lbs.  He has grey and 
black hair.  He has a tattoo of 
‘Melissa’  on the right side of 
his neck.
 All the listed 
agencies above are actively 
searching for Wiles. 
 The Clarendon 
County Detention Center is 
not a part of the Clarendon 
County Sheriff ’s Office. The 
Sheriff ’s Office is assisting 
with an investigation at the 
Clarendon County Deten-
tion Center on how Wiles 
was able to escape.

more of a full-time job than 
a hobby. Because Miller 
wanted to keep painting as a 
hobby while also helping her 
community, she agreed to 
restore one mural. She was 
told that the mural on the 
left side of Piggly Wiggly was 
in the worst condition, so 
she set out to work on it.
 Miller explained 
her goals with the mural, 
saying, “We’re just trying to 
bring it back and restore it. 
It was very dated and dull. 
We’re trying to keep it as 
close as we can to the origi-
nal.”

 The huge mural 
depicts Francis Marion in a 
corn field. All the murals in 
Manning tell a part of Fran-
cis Marion’s legendary story, 
and Miller has volunteered 
her time and hard work to 
preserve this part of history.
 Miller is no strang-
er to helping others. She is 
an RN who provided care 
for 44 years. She is also a 
licensed United Methodist 
pastor. She has never prac-
ticed painting professionally, 
but was happy to help with 
the project and give back to 
the community.
 Miller said, “I start-
ed back painting about three 
years ago. I hadn’t painted 
since college before then.”

 With help from 
her husband, her son, Lisa 
Fuller, and a scissor lift, 
Miller has been able to make 
plenty of progress on the 
mural. Miller said, “We’ve 
been painting for about four 
or five weeks off and on, due 
to the weather. I’m hoping to 
be finished with it this week.”
 Piggly Wiggly 
has also been a huge help 
throughout the restoration.

Miller said, “The Piggly Wig-
gly management have been 
great. They let us store our 
scissor lift there, and they 
let us use their electricity to 
power the lift. They let us use 
some of their bags for our 
paint brushes. They’ve been 

very helpful with every-

thing.”

 When describing 

her experience with the mu-

ral so far, Miller said, “I’ve 

enjoyed it, and I’m happy to 

put my own take on it. I’m 

trying to brighten it up quite 

a bit.”

 She hopes to spend 

more time in the future 

exploring more crafts and 

outlets of creativity, such as 

quilting.
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Brown’sBrown’s
Furniture & BeddingFurniture & Bedding

“Where Quality Matters”

It’s worth the drive for the savings!
31 W. WESMARK BLVD. • SUMTER, SC • 803-774-2100

www.brownsofsumter.comwww.brownsofsumter.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PMMONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PM
SATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PMSATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PM

800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142
Phone: (803) 854-2223Phone: (803) 854-2223

WWW.SANTEEHARDWARE.COM

Valspar Paints • Purdy Paint BrushesValspar Paints • Purdy Paint Brushes
Wheel Barrels • Faucets • WrenchesWheel Barrels • Faucets • Wrenches
Screw Drivers • Shovels • HammersScrew Drivers • Shovels • Hammers

Saws • Door Knobs • & MORESaws • Door Knobs • & MORE

3602 Broad Street Ext. Sumter
www.hinesfurniture.com • 803.494.2300

FURNITURE & BEDDING

RealtyRealty

Santee aSSociateSSantee aSSociateS

THUMBS UP BEST SERVICE
803-854-3000

Visit our website: www.santeeassociates.com or stop by our office @ 9355 SC-6 across from Tri-County Electric
Meet our friendly staff: AGENTS: Karen Hardman, Catherine Shuler, Donna O’Neill, Maggie Griffin, Cindy Ott

Buck Travis (Owner), Scott Clark (BIC), Eletha Travis (Office Coordinator)

Santee Automotive

2601 Paxville Hwy. Manning   •  803.433.5400  •  www.santeeautomotive.com

WARREN
PROPANE

we provide 
tanks for 

commercial, 
agricultural, 

& residential.
with delivery.

3703 J W Rhames Rd,
Manning, SC 29102

803.473.7547

Welcome to Our Table

GRILL

PJ
PORTER JACKSPORTER JACKS

505 S Mill Street, Manning, SC  29102 • (803) 433-5000

MURAL
Continued from page one

CONVICT
Continued from page one

803-435-4117803-435-4117
1948 Paxville Hwy • Manning, SC 291021948 Paxville Hwy • Manning, SC 29102

ed that goal by raising over 
$6,000! People from all over 
our state voted and Matteo 
won in a tight race for first 
with 6,306 votes. 
“I really didn’t think we 
had a chance, but when I 
checked the website August 
30th, I saw we were in sec-
ond place,” Danback said.
Since Matteo won the 
contest, his picture will be 
featured on Columbia Craft 
Brewing Company’s “Bark 
Brew” can after a profession-
al photoshoot with photog-
rapher Rob Wilson. He will 

also receive $100 in his fa-
vorite treats from Mill Creek 
Pet Foods. The limelight has 
not bothered the humble K9. 
In fact, he and his handler 
believe that this is just one 
more way for them to serve 
the community as more 
people get to know him and 
learn about the services he 
offers.
Matteo’s big win could very 
well be attributed to the hard 
work he has been putting 
in over the last week. He 
visited several businesses in 
Clarendon County and even 
visited with students at East 
Clarendon Middle and High 
Schools. When Matteo visit-
ed the Laurence Manning Li-
brary, the usually quiet area 

became a place of excitement 
as students, faculty, and staff 
made their way down to vis-
it. Matteo patiently sat with 
the students and listened to 
a story read by the librarian, 
then he had a chance to give 
a lot of love to students as 
they read independently. 
“I know the students are 
dealing with so much more 
than we could ever have 
dealt with at their ages, and 
we just want to offer support 
and let them know they 
aren’t alone,” said Danback.
While the focus of most 
programs like this one is 
working with older students, 
Danback and Matteo plan 
to take a different approach. 
They want to build rela-

tionships with the younger 
generation, so they are aware 
of the assistance available to 
them as they grow older and 
navigate the obstacles of life. 
Matteo and Danback are 
rested up and ready to go 
this coming week, and The 
Manning Times will be with 
them to document their 
travels along the way. Check 
in next week for the next 
“Where’s Matteo” to see what 
adventures he has had. If you 
happen to see him around, 
snap a photo and email it to 
mtsceditor@gmail.com.

•Canned vegetables
•Canned Meats
•Powdered milk
•Cereals
•Jars of Peanut Butter and 
Jelly

Basic household items are 
also needed:
•Laundry Detergent 
•Soap
•Toothpaste and Tooth 
brushes
•Dish detergent

Beginning Monday Septem-
ber 3rd The Manning Times 
will be hosting a food drive 
for The United Ministries of 

Clarendon County. Please 
drop by the office between 
10 am and 5:30 pm to 
donate. The staff will meet 
you outside and unload any 
donations.  The goal is to 
raise 300 pounds of food. 
“Food is a staple of life and 
no one should go hungry, i 
encourage everyone who can 
donate and help us reach the 
goal of 300 pounds of food 

to come out and do so, we 
will even grab it from you 
in the car. All you have to 
do is pull up and donate.” 
Said Publisher Leigh Ann 
Maynard. “Please come out 
and help support your fellow 
citizens who may be in need, 
it could happen to anyone.”

stone to reach her ultimate 
career goal of a Madter’s 
Degree in Nursing.. This 
will give her the certification 
to teach other to become 

nurses. P.E.O. (Philanthropic 
Educational Organization) 
has been celebrating women 
helping women reach for 
the stars for more than 150 
years. Since its inception in 
1869, the nonprofit organi-
zation has helped more than 
119,000 women pursue ed-
ucational goals by providing 

over $398 million in grants, 
scholarships, awards, and 
loans. The Sisterhood also 
owns and supports Cottey 
College. Through member-
ship, the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
has brought together more 
than half a million women in 
the United States and Cana-
da who are passionate about 

helping women advance 
through education while 
supporting and motivating 
them. In addition to the ed-
ucational philanthropies, the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood provides 
a framework of support and 
community for all members.
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Chris Wallman: Gladly working for JESUS

501 S. Mill St. | Manning, SC | 803-566-1733
“Matthew 5:41” we go that extra mile

Brown’sBrown’s
Furniture & BeddingFurniture & Bedding

“Where Quality Matters”

It’s worth the drive for the savings!
31 W. WESMARK BLVD. • SUMTER, SC • 803-774-2100

www.brownsofsumter.comwww.brownsofsumter.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PMMONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PM
SATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PMSATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PM

800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142
Phone: (803) 854-2223Phone: (803) 854-2223

WWW.SANTEEHARDWARE.COM

Valspar Paints • Purdy Paint BrushesValspar Paints • Purdy Paint Brushes
Wheel Barrels • Faucets • WrenchesWheel Barrels • Faucets • Wrenches
Screw Drivers • Shovels • HammersScrew Drivers • Shovels • Hammers

Saws • Door Knobs • & MORESaws • Door Knobs • & MORE

3602 Broad Street Ext. Sumter
www.hinesfurniture.com • 803.494.2300

FURNITURE & BEDDING

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate 
Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Life insurance 
and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, 
IL.  In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate 
Insurance Co. 168873

Auto • Home • Life • Retirement
Protect your world

Sumter
bbeatson@allstate.com

Bobby Beatson Agency, Inc.
803-778-6579

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think A llstate o nly protects  your 
car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home 
or apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your 
retirement and y our life. And the more o f your 
world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

RealtyRealty

Santee aSSociateSSantee aSSociateS

THUMBS UP BEST SERVICE
803-854-3000

Visit our website: www.santeeassociates.com or stop by our office @ 9355 SC-6 across from Tri-County Electric
Meet our friendly staff: AGENTS: Karen Hardman, Catherine Shuler, Donna O’Neill, Maggie Griffin, Cindy Ott

Buck Travis (Owner), Scott Clark (BIC), Eletha Travis (Office Coordinator)

Santee Automotive

2601 Paxville Hwy. Manning   •  803.433.5400  •  www.santeeautomotive.com

GGoott  aa  SSccoooopp?? LLeett  uuss  KKnnooww!!
mtsceditor@gmail.com

(803) 435-8422
The Manning TimesWARREN

PROPANE

we provide 
tanks for 

commercial, 
agricultural, 

& residential.
with delivery.

3703 J W Rhames Rd,
Manning, SC 29102

803.473.7547

FOOD DRIVE
Continued from page 1

PEO GRANT
Continued from page one

MATTEO
Continued from page one
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Mathews, Mission, 

Prime, Quest & Bear  
 

Cajun, Oneida & Gen-X 
Bowfishing bows 

 

Come see Scott for                
your Archery needs 

 

1162 Fremont Road  
Summerton, SC            

803-478-8529  

803-435-4117803-435-4117
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to the menu have been made 
over the years. Weinberg 
explained a change he made, 
saying, “We have added pork 
chops and taken a few items 
off.”

 Burger Chick 
has been keeping up with 
current trends through their 
Facebook page. In their 
biography, they are listed as 
‘an old school fast food joint,’ 
and they stay true to their 
biography.
 Online customers 
can find the entire menu, 
different specials, and any 

special hours. Burger Chick 
also recognizes and appre-
ciates its customers online,  
adding to the ‘old school’ 
feeling.
 Anyone who has 
lived in Clarendon County 
for more than ten years can 
tell you exactly what the 
inside of Burger Chick looks 
and smells like as there is no 

drive thru and that is a small 
part of what makes this 
restaurant so nostalgic and 
comforting to Clarendon 
residents. Weinberg credits 
his employees for the old 
school charm and excellent 
customer care that Burger 
Chick is known for.

ing of friends and strangers 
gathering around a fire and 
listening to the sound of 
their shared drum beats. The 
Clarendon County Drum 
Circle was formed around 
one year ago and had its last 
meeting on December 10th. 
Family-friendly, the circle 
has a mission to promote 
vibrational healing in the 
community and provide a 
safe space for people to share 
their struggles and successes 
over the last month. The 
group offers a very positive 
and accepting atmosphere 
for anyone needing to un-
wind or vent.
 Vibrational healing 

or vibrational sound therapy 
helps to restore the central 
nervous system and create 
deep relaxation. According 
to a certified vibrational 
sound therapist, Sandy 
LaBianco-Brown, the body 
is affected on a cellular level 
when listening to sooth-
ing sounds and vibrations. 
Stress creates an unhealthy 
flow throughout your mind 
and body, first appearing as 
low energy and later as bad 
health. Sound can open en-
ergy flow to move you back 
toward healthy alignment. 
By devoting just a few hours 
a month to something as 
easy as hitting a drum, you 
could reduce stress, among 
a number of other health 
benefits.
 

 Ben Thames said, 
“Everybody has problems 
here. Right now, I see there’s 
six of us, that’s six different 
problems going around, but 
when we all sit down, all our 
problems are gone… It’s very 
soothing.”  

 “Everybody gets 
something different from it, 
I’ve seen young people get so 
hyper, and then some people 
get very relaxed and laid 
back,” according to Donna 
Marie Pesce-Matthews, one 
of the group’s organizers.
 
 Ann Thames is 
another one of the collabora-
tors in the circle. She spoke 
in detail about the circle’s 
benefits for those struggling 
with depression, stress, high 

blood pressure, and it can 
even improve motor skills.
  When asked if they 
had one message to share 
about the drum circle with 
others, they said, “Come 
help us raise vibration!” and 
“You can use anything for 
an instrument that you can 
think of.”
 The Clarendon 
County Drum Circle invites 
everyone to join their next 
meeting in January! Please 
bring a chair or blanket and 
an instrument if you have 
one, or they will provide one 
if needed. Check out their 
Facebook page @Clarendon 
County Drum Circle for 
more information on the 
date and location of the next 
meeting! 

1079 Setter Drive in Man-
ning and drop their letter 
to Santa in the special Santa 
Mailbox while enjoying the 
Christmas decorations from 
the Peake and Lamb families. 
 The special set up 
is also a donation spot for 
dog and cat food that can 
be left under the tree by the 
front porch using the lighted 
sidewalk. On the morning of 
Christmas Eve, the families 
will take the donations to 
Sumter SPCA.

 
 April Peake said, 
“Christmas is more to us 
than material things, it is 
about the smiles on the fam-
ilies faces when they see the 
lights and the children who 
get to send letters to Santa. 
It’s a time that you can make 
memories with your chil-
dren and families and share 
stories. When we first started 
doing this three years ago 
it warmed our hearts to see 
how families and children 
enjoyed the lights and seeing 
their favorite inflatables as 
they laughed with smiles on 
their faces.”

 
 Peake explained 
why they decided to start 
collecting food and supplies 
for animals by saying, “Then 
when you see TV ads on 
how SPCA’s have a lack of 
supplies to care for animals 
until they get their furever 
home just breaks our hearts. 
So to give back and make 
sure they have supplies to 
care for the animals  we 
started to accept donations 
and buy cheeseburgers for all 
the dogs at the SPCA. Every-
one and everything needs to 
know they are loved.” 

 Another added 
bonus is that Peake is letting 
The Manning Times run 
the Dear Santa letters in the 
Christmas edition of the 
paper before she mails them 
to the North Pole. Please en-
courage your children to get 
their letters in by December 
20th.
 The lights and 
decorations will be on daily 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
weeknights and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on weekends unless 
the weather prohibits.

We are massive animal lovers 
and currently have one 
rescue dog and one that we 
got as a puppy. They are both 
huge and hard to miss, but 
it seems they have become 
popular in our neighbor-
hood because everyone 
knows them by name.” 
 Kellener explained 
how her project began.

 “My mum and 
I love to do different art 
and decoration projects, so 
creating this Santa’s Grotto 
has been a lot of fun. My 
dad is also very handy, so he 
has been able to help with 
putting up the decorations 
and making our vision come 
to life. It has truly been an 
all-hands-on deck daily 
project. We just hope we will 
get a good turn out and raise 

some money for animals in 
need.” 
 The Kellners are 
asking for monetary dona-
tions to enter Santa’s Grotto. 
Once the donation is made, 
the public is welcome to 
enter the Grotto and take 
pictures with Santa. Kellener 
will also be taking pictures to 
post to a Facebook group.
 The donations will 
go to the Second Chance 
Animal Shelter. In addition 
to monetary donations the 
Kelleners are also accepting 
dog and cat food, bowls, 
leashes, blankets, toys and 
other pet related items for 
the shelter. 
 Phoebe Kellner is 
the lady that you may pass 
on the side of the road and 
see her trying to feed or 
catch a stray. 

 Kellener said, 
“When we moved here, I was 
so shocked at the number of 
strays. Just the other day we 

saw a dog running around 
our neighborhood. We were 
able to catch him, and with 
the help of A Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, we were 
able to reunite him with his 
owner. I wish every animal 
could find its ‘furever’ home 
like our dogs have with us.”

 The Kellener’s chose 
ASCAS because they knew 
it was the local shelter and 
they had spoken with some 
neighbors who volunteer at 
the shelter. 
 Kellener said, 
“When we first thought 
of the idea, there was no 
hesitation, our animals are 
our lives and we want to give 
others the best lives possible
 too!”
The Santa Claus picture 
event is open to the public.
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Continued from page one
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Continued from page one

The summer camp was 
also open to all kids ages 
6 though sixteen, and it 
offered lessons in cultural 
awareness, academics, and 
fun activities like field trips. 
They visited museums and 
Moore Farms Botanical 

Gardens.
Pastor Miller said “The kids 
had a blast. They keep asking 
if we’re going to do the sum-
mer camp again next year.”
The church does plan on 
hosting the summer camp 
again, but they started this 
after school program to 
provide guidance for the 
children throughout the rest 
of the year. 
The program is not just 
for homework. The church 

plans to organize a speaker 
to come and talk to the kids 
from time to time. They’d 
like to invite people like 
doctors and teachers to talk 
about their experiences 
during their education. They 
are also bringing in repre-
sentatives from multiple 
colleges to talk to the chil-
dren about their schools, and 
what to expect when you’re 
preparing to go to college. 
The program will also assist 

teens with their college 
applications.
The children are split into 
different age groups that help 
prevent bullying, and they 
are under constant adult 
supervision. 
For more information about 
Trinity Full Gospel Church’s 
after school homework pro-
gram or their summer camp, 
please call 803-460-9947.

following Press Release:

“On August 28th, 2022, Clar-
endon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice received a complaint of a 
domesticated dog being shot 
the night before at Red’s Bar 
and Grill at 6322 M W Rick-
enbaker Road in the Sum-
merton area. An investigator 
was immediately assigned to 
the complaint. The Sheriff ’s 
Office also received a call 
from the dog’s owner who 
was at the bar and grill the 
night before. The dog’s own-
er stated he had been in the 
restaurant and had left the 
dog in his vehicle with the 
vehicle running. The owner 
stated that when he went 
to leave the restaurant, he 
noticed the dog had gotten 
out of the vehicle through 
the back sliding window. The 
owner stated he looked for 
the dog up until around 1:30 
am. The owner stated he had 
already received a phone call 
about a dog being shot in the 
parking lot at the restaurant. 
Investigators were able to 
determine through witness-
es that Wayne Gugliemetty 
was the individual who had 
shot the dog in the parking 
lot and disposed of the dog’s 
body. At the present time, 
the dogs’ body has been 
recovere by the owner and 
Wayne Allen Guliemtty 
of the Summerton area of 
Clarendon County has been 
arrested and charged with 
one count of animal cruelty.”

 Cutter’s dog was shot 14 
times.
Under the state of South 
Carolina Law Section 47-
1-40 Animal Cruelty can 
be defined as maliciously 
and intentionally maim-
ing, wounding, torturing, 
mutilating a living animal or 
maliciously and intention-
ally killing an animal.  The 
punishment currently under 
state law is as follows. 
1st offense is considered a 
misdemeanor with a maxi-
mum jail sentence of 90 days 
and fine ranging between 
a minimum of $100 to a 
maximum of $1000 or both. 
Second offense can carry a 
maximum jail sentence of 
two years in jail or a fine of 
$2000 or both. Many people 
wonder if animal cruelty is 
a federal felony. In 2019 the 
Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture Act or PACT 
Act was signed into law, 
making certain acts of ani-
mal cruelty a federal crime. 
Violating the PACT Act is 
punishable by a prison term 
up to seven years, a fine, or 
both ( www.alleycat.org)
The federal law prohibiting 
the creation and distribution 
of “crush videos” does not 
cover the underlying acts of 
animal abuse, which can oc-
cur beyond the reach of state 
cruelty laws. The PACT Act 
closes that loophole by ex-
tending federal jurisdiction 
to these specific, particularly 
heinous crimes. The PACT 
Act is consistent with other 
federal laws that address acts 
of malicious animal cruelty 
that have an interstate nexus. 
Under legislation currently 
before the US Congress, 

federal jurisdiction will ex-
tend to certain heinous and 
unspeakable acts of animal 
abuse ( awioline.com).
The question in Diva’s case 
is does the shooting of a 
dog 14 times qualify for the 
PACT act?
Cutter’s best friend Jason 
Nelson and his five year old 
son Conner knew Diva well. 
Nelson said:
“Diva was my son Conner’s 
absolute best friend! Jamie 
is one of my closest friends 
so myself and my son were 
around them ( Cutter and 
Diva) several times a week, 
and Diva was the sweetest, 
the most gentle dog I have 
ever seen in my life. She was 
like a child in Jamie’s eyes. 
She went everywhere with 
him, even to work every-
day. Diva was used to being 
around people, children and 
even other animals regularly. 
She was well trained and well 
behaved and wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. When my son learned of 
Diva dying he was devastat-
ed. He doesn’t know how she 
was brutally shot and killed, 
only that she died.”
In January of 2022 another 
man was arrested for animal 
cruelty when he threw a 
small dog in a hole and 
shot it several times while 
recording it and posting it 
to social media. The suspect 
was arrested and released on 
bond, same as Gugliemetty. 
His case is still pending.
Another case of animal 
cruelty in Clarendon County 
in less than year begs the 
question: Should the animal 
cruelty laws be stricter and 
if so, what can be done to 
change them?

ent vocational professions, 
and have the opportunity to 
learn about more than fif-
ty-eight employment oppor-
tunities in South Carolina.
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is all 
about reinforcing the value 
of the trade skills programs 

in our state. F.E. DuBose has 
been a longtime support-
er of this movement even 
before the Be Pro, Be Proud 
program rolled out. High 
school and college students 
can attend many different 
programs through F.E. 
DuBose which allows them 
to earn certifications that 
make them more marketable 
to industries in our area who 
are hiring. 

The 53-foot expandable 
trailer will be located at 
F.E. DuBose October 20th. 
Students will be able to 
participate in simulations of 
trades such as truck driving, 
welding, carpentry, and fork-
lift operating, among others. 
In addition to stopping at 
F.E. DuBose, there are plans 
of the trailer making stops 
at several middle and high 
schools in the Clarendon 

County area.
Bringing pride back to the 
vocational field has been 
center-stage in South Caro-
lina over the last few years. 
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is 
just one way of doing just 
that. For more information 
about the program, you can 
contact F.E. DuBose directly 
or visit the website: www.
beprobeproudsc.org.

F.E. DUBOSE
Continued from page one
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to the menu have been made 
over the years. Weinberg 
explained a change he made, 
saying, “We have added pork 
chops and taken a few items 
off.”

 Burger Chick 
has been keeping up with 
current trends through their 
Facebook page. In their 
biography, they are listed as 
‘an old school fast food joint,’ 
and they stay true to their 
biography.
 Online customers 
can find the entire menu, 
different specials, and any 

special hours. Burger Chick 
also recognizes and appre-
ciates its customers online,  
adding to the ‘old school’ 
feeling.
 Anyone who has 
lived in Clarendon County 
for more than ten years can 
tell you exactly what the 
inside of Burger Chick looks 
and smells like as there is no 

drive thru and that is a small 
part of what makes this 
restaurant so nostalgic and 
comforting to Clarendon 
residents. Weinberg credits 
his employees for the old 
school charm and excellent 
customer care that Burger 
Chick is known for.

ing of friends and strangers 
gathering around a fire and 
listening to the sound of 
their shared drum beats. The 
Clarendon County Drum 
Circle was formed around 
one year ago and had its last 
meeting on December 10th. 
Family-friendly, the circle 
has a mission to promote 
vibrational healing in the 
community and provide a 
safe space for people to share 
their struggles and successes 
over the last month. The 
group offers a very positive 
and accepting atmosphere 
for anyone needing to un-
wind or vent.
 Vibrational healing 

or vibrational sound therapy 
helps to restore the central 
nervous system and create 
deep relaxation. According 
to a certified vibrational 
sound therapist, Sandy 
LaBianco-Brown, the body 
is affected on a cellular level 
when listening to sooth-
ing sounds and vibrations. 
Stress creates an unhealthy 
flow throughout your mind 
and body, first appearing as 
low energy and later as bad 
health. Sound can open en-
ergy flow to move you back 
toward healthy alignment. 
By devoting just a few hours 
a month to something as 
easy as hitting a drum, you 
could reduce stress, among 
a number of other health 
benefits.
 

 Ben Thames said, 
“Everybody has problems 
here. Right now, I see there’s 
six of us, that’s six different 
problems going around, but 
when we all sit down, all our 
problems are gone… It’s very 
soothing.”  

 “Everybody gets 
something different from it, 
I’ve seen young people get so 
hyper, and then some people 
get very relaxed and laid 
back,” according to Donna 
Marie Pesce-Matthews, one 
of the group’s organizers.
 
 Ann Thames is 
another one of the collabora-
tors in the circle. She spoke 
in detail about the circle’s 
benefits for those struggling 
with depression, stress, high 

blood pressure, and it can 
even improve motor skills.
  When asked if they 
had one message to share 
about the drum circle with 
others, they said, “Come 
help us raise vibration!” and 
“You can use anything for 
an instrument that you can 
think of.”
 The Clarendon 
County Drum Circle invites 
everyone to join their next 
meeting in January! Please 
bring a chair or blanket and 
an instrument if you have 
one, or they will provide one 
if needed. Check out their 
Facebook page @Clarendon 
County Drum Circle for 
more information on the 
date and location of the next 
meeting! 

1079 Setter Drive in Man-
ning and drop their letter 
to Santa in the special Santa 
Mailbox while enjoying the 
Christmas decorations from 
the Peake and Lamb families. 
 The special set up 
is also a donation spot for 
dog and cat food that can 
be left under the tree by the 
front porch using the lighted 
sidewalk. On the morning of 
Christmas Eve, the families 
will take the donations to 
Sumter SPCA.

 
 April Peake said, 
“Christmas is more to us 
than material things, it is 
about the smiles on the fam-
ilies faces when they see the 
lights and the children who 
get to send letters to Santa. 
It’s a time that you can make 
memories with your chil-
dren and families and share 
stories. When we first started 
doing this three years ago 
it warmed our hearts to see 
how families and children 
enjoyed the lights and seeing 
their favorite inflatables as 
they laughed with smiles on 
their faces.”

 
 Peake explained 
why they decided to start 
collecting food and supplies 
for animals by saying, “Then 
when you see TV ads on 
how SPCA’s have a lack of 
supplies to care for animals 
until they get their furever 
home just breaks our hearts. 
So to give back and make 
sure they have supplies to 
care for the animals  we 
started to accept donations 
and buy cheeseburgers for all 
the dogs at the SPCA. Every-
one and everything needs to 
know they are loved.” 

 Another added 
bonus is that Peake is letting 
The Manning Times run 
the Dear Santa letters in the 
Christmas edition of the 
paper before she mails them 
to the North Pole. Please en-
courage your children to get 
their letters in by December 
20th.
 The lights and 
decorations will be on daily 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
weeknights and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on weekends unless 
the weather prohibits.

We are massive animal lovers 
and currently have one 
rescue dog and one that we 
got as a puppy. They are both 
huge and hard to miss, but 
it seems they have become 
popular in our neighbor-
hood because everyone 
knows them by name.” 
 Kellener explained 
how her project began.

 “My mum and 
I love to do different art 
and decoration projects, so 
creating this Santa’s Grotto 
has been a lot of fun. My 
dad is also very handy, so he 
has been able to help with 
putting up the decorations 
and making our vision come 
to life. It has truly been an 
all-hands-on deck daily 
project. We just hope we will 
get a good turn out and raise 

some money for animals in 
need.” 
 The Kellners are 
asking for monetary dona-
tions to enter Santa’s Grotto. 
Once the donation is made, 
the public is welcome to 
enter the Grotto and take 
pictures with Santa. Kellener 
will also be taking pictures to 
post to a Facebook group.
 The donations will 
go to the Second Chance 
Animal Shelter. In addition 
to monetary donations the 
Kelleners are also accepting 
dog and cat food, bowls, 
leashes, blankets, toys and 
other pet related items for 
the shelter. 
 Phoebe Kellner is 
the lady that you may pass 
on the side of the road and 
see her trying to feed or 
catch a stray. 

 Kellener said, 
“When we moved here, I was 
so shocked at the number of 
strays. Just the other day we 

saw a dog running around 
our neighborhood. We were 
able to catch him, and with 
the help of A Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, we were 
able to reunite him with his 
owner. I wish every animal 
could find its ‘furever’ home 
like our dogs have with us.”

 The Kellener’s chose 
ASCAS because they knew 
it was the local shelter and 
they had spoken with some 
neighbors who volunteer at 
the shelter. 
 Kellener said, 
“When we first thought 
of the idea, there was no 
hesitation, our animals are 
our lives and we want to give 
others the best lives possible
 too!”
The Santa Claus picture 
event is open to the public.
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The summer camp was 
also open to all kids ages 
6 though sixteen, and it 
offered lessons in cultural 
awareness, academics, and 
fun activities like field trips. 
They visited museums and 
Moore Farms Botanical 

Gardens.
Pastor Miller said “The kids 
had a blast. They keep asking 
if we’re going to do the sum-
mer camp again next year.”
The church does plan on 
hosting the summer camp 
again, but they started this 
after school program to 
provide guidance for the 
children throughout the rest 
of the year. 
The program is not just 
for homework. The church 

plans to organize a speaker 
to come and talk to the kids 
from time to time. They’d 
like to invite people like 
doctors and teachers to talk 
about their experiences 
during their education. They 
are also bringing in repre-
sentatives from multiple 
colleges to talk to the chil-
dren about their schools, and 
what to expect when you’re 
preparing to go to college. 
The program will also assist 

teens with their college 
applications.
The children are split into 
different age groups that help 
prevent bullying, and they 
are under constant adult 
supervision. 
For more information about 
Trinity Full Gospel Church’s 
after school homework pro-
gram or their summer camp, 
please call 803-460-9947.

following Press Release:

“On August 28th, 2022, Clar-
endon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice received a complaint of a 
domesticated dog being shot 
the night before at Red’s Bar 
and Grill at 6322 M W Rick-
enbaker Road in the Sum-
merton area. An investigator 
was immediately assigned to 
the complaint. The Sheriff ’s 
Office also received a call 
from the dog’s owner who 
was at the bar and grill the 
night before. The dog’s own-
er stated he had been in the 
restaurant and had left the 
dog in his vehicle with the 
vehicle running. The owner 
stated that when he went 
to leave the restaurant, he 
noticed the dog had gotten 
out of the vehicle through 
the back sliding window. The 
owner stated he looked for 
the dog up until around 1:30 
am. The owner stated he had 
already received a phone call 
about a dog being shot in the 
parking lot at the restaurant. 
Investigators were able to 
determine through witness-
es that Wayne Gugliemetty 
was the individual who had 
shot the dog in the parking 
lot and disposed of the dog’s 
body. At the present time, 
the dogs’ body has been 
recovere by the owner and 
Wayne Allen Guliemtty 
of the Summerton area of 
Clarendon County has been 
arrested and charged with 
one count of animal cruelty.”

 Cutter’s dog was shot 14 
times.
Under the state of South 
Carolina Law Section 47-
1-40 Animal Cruelty can 
be defined as maliciously 
and intentionally maim-
ing, wounding, torturing, 
mutilating a living animal or 
maliciously and intention-
ally killing an animal.  The 
punishment currently under 
state law is as follows. 
1st offense is considered a 
misdemeanor with a maxi-
mum jail sentence of 90 days 
and fine ranging between 
a minimum of $100 to a 
maximum of $1000 or both. 
Second offense can carry a 
maximum jail sentence of 
two years in jail or a fine of 
$2000 or both. Many people 
wonder if animal cruelty is 
a federal felony. In 2019 the 
Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture Act or PACT 
Act was signed into law, 
making certain acts of ani-
mal cruelty a federal crime. 
Violating the PACT Act is 
punishable by a prison term 
up to seven years, a fine, or 
both ( www.alleycat.org)
The federal law prohibiting 
the creation and distribution 
of “crush videos” does not 
cover the underlying acts of 
animal abuse, which can oc-
cur beyond the reach of state 
cruelty laws. The PACT Act 
closes that loophole by ex-
tending federal jurisdiction 
to these specific, particularly 
heinous crimes. The PACT 
Act is consistent with other 
federal laws that address acts 
of malicious animal cruelty 
that have an interstate nexus. 
Under legislation currently 
before the US Congress, 

federal jurisdiction will ex-
tend to certain heinous and 
unspeakable acts of animal 
abuse ( awioline.com).
The question in Diva’s case 
is does the shooting of a 
dog 14 times qualify for the 
PACT act?
Cutter’s best friend Jason 
Nelson and his five year old 
son Conner knew Diva well. 
Nelson said:
“Diva was my son Conner’s 
absolute best friend! Jamie 
is one of my closest friends 
so myself and my son were 
around them ( Cutter and 
Diva) several times a week, 
and Diva was the sweetest, 
the most gentle dog I have 
ever seen in my life. She was 
like a child in Jamie’s eyes. 
She went everywhere with 
him, even to work every-
day. Diva was used to being 
around people, children and 
even other animals regularly. 
She was well trained and well 
behaved and wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. When my son learned of 
Diva dying he was devastat-
ed. He doesn’t know how she 
was brutally shot and killed, 
only that she died.”
In January of 2022 another 
man was arrested for animal 
cruelty when he threw a 
small dog in a hole and 
shot it several times while 
recording it and posting it 
to social media. The suspect 
was arrested and released on 
bond, same as Gugliemetty. 
His case is still pending.
Another case of animal 
cruelty in Clarendon County 
in less than year begs the 
question: Should the animal 
cruelty laws be stricter and 
if so, what can be done to 
change them?

ent vocational professions, 
and have the opportunity to 
learn about more than fif-
ty-eight employment oppor-
tunities in South Carolina.
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is all 
about reinforcing the value 
of the trade skills programs 

in our state. F.E. DuBose has 
been a longtime support-
er of this movement even 
before the Be Pro, Be Proud 
program rolled out. High 
school and college students 
can attend many different 
programs through F.E. 
DuBose which allows them 
to earn certifications that 
make them more marketable 
to industries in our area who 
are hiring. 

The 53-foot expandable 
trailer will be located at 
F.E. DuBose October 20th. 
Students will be able to 
participate in simulations of 
trades such as truck driving, 
welding, carpentry, and fork-
lift operating, among others. 
In addition to stopping at 
F.E. DuBose, there are plans 
of the trailer making stops 
at several middle and high 
schools in the Clarendon 

County area.
Bringing pride back to the 
vocational field has been 
center-stage in South Caro-
lina over the last few years. 
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is 
just one way of doing just 
that. For more information 
about the program, you can 
contact F.E. DuBose directly 
or visit the website: www.
beprobeproudsc.org.

F.E. DUBOSE
Continued from page one
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WELDING

Rudd

CCTC student wins 
welding competition
submitted

 Central Carolina Technical College 
advanced pipe welding student Harrison 
Rickard placed first in the 2023 South Caro-
lina SkillsUSA Welding Competition.
 Harrison was tasked with complet-
ing two separate welding projects within 
four hours. These projects involved perform-
ing welds using processes such as shielded 
metal arc welding, gas metal arc welding, 
flux cored arc welding and gas tungsten arc 
welding.

 "The South Carolina SkillsUSA 
Welding Competition was a great test for me 
to learn how to perform well under stress 
while also conforming to time constraints," 
says Harrison. "I enjoyed the challenge it 
presented and look forward to testing my 
skills again at the national level."

 Harrison started his welding career 
at CCTC in fall 2021. He graduated at the 
top of his class from the basic structural 
welding program in the summer of 2022 

and continued his welding career at CCTC 
where he is now enrolled in the advanced 
pipe welding program. He will represent 
South Carolina in the individual welding 
category at the National SkillsUSA Welding 
Competition this June in Atlanta, Georgia.

"The welding competition prepares students 
to work under pressure, complete tasks in 
a strict time frame and apply the skills they 
learned in the welding program," says CCTC 
pipe welding instructor Lucas Bishop. "We 
are extremely proud of the performance of 
Harrison Rickard during this year's South 
Carolina SkillsUSA Welding Competition 
and we look forward to competing in June at 
nationals."

CCTC's nationally recognized welding 
program prepares students for careers as 
welding engineers, sales engineers, manu-
facturing engineers, application engineers, 
project engineers and managers. To learn 
more about CCTC's welding program, 
contact Alex Reis at (803) 778-7863 or visit 
cctech.edu.
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EDUCATION

Manning native Jackson Clemmons named 
to elite Summerall Guards at The Citadel
SUBMITTED
mtscreporter@gmail.com

Jackson Clemmons of Manning has earned one of the 
highest honors at The Citadel, having been selected as 
a member of the prestigious Summerall Guards for the 
Class of 2026.

Clemmons was among 61 rising seniors who officially 
took their place in the historic drill platoon during the 
annual changing of the guard ceremony, held as part of 
Corps Day weekend on The Citadel’s Charleston campus. 
The event marked the final performance for the Class of 
2025 Summerall Guards, who passed their rifles to the 
incoming unit.

Membership in the Summerall Guards is a coveted 
recognition of strength, stamina and leadership. Cadets 
undergo a rigorous selection process that begins with 
passing an initial physical fitness test and continues with 
six weeks of Bond Volunteer Aspirant (BVA) training. 
Candidates are tested on military pushups, sit-ups and 

rifle-bearing drills, all performed in strict formation and 
under physically demanding conditions.

Created in 1932, the Summerall Guards are known 
across the country as an elite military drill unit. Their 
precise, silent performances are based on old Prussian 
close-order drills and are never written down—passed 
only from class to class. The unit is named for Gen. 
Charles P. Summerall, former Chief of Staff of the U.S. 
Army and president of The Citadel from 1931 to 1953.

The newly formed platoon will be commanded by 
Cadet Cole Bouknight.

Founded in 1842, The Citadel is a nationally rec-
ognized military college offering a leadership-focused 
education to approximately 2,300 cadets. While military 
service is not required, about one-third of graduates earn 
commissions in the U.S. Armed Forces. The institution 
has consistently ranked as the No. 1 Public College in the 
South by U.S. News & World Report for 13 consecutive 
years.

For more information about The Citadel, visit www.
citadel.edu.
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Notice to creditors of estates: All persons 
having claims against the following estates 
must file their claims on form #371ES with 
the probate court of Clarendon County. The 
address of which is 411 Sunset Dr. Manning 
SC 29102 within eight (8) months after the 
date of the frist publication of this this notice 
to creditors or within one (1) year from date 
of death, whichever is earlier (SCPC 62-3-
801, et seq.) or such persons shall be forever 
barred as to their claims. All claims are re-
quired to be presented in written statements 
on the prescribed form (form #371 ES) indi-
cating the name and address of the claimant, 
the bass of the claim, the amount claimed, 
the date when the claim will become due, 
the nature of any uncertainty as to the claim, 
and a description of any security as to the 
claim will become due, the nature of any 
uncertainty as to the claim, and a description 
of any security as to the claim.

ESTATE: Thomas LeGrande Matthews
Case No# 2025ES1400126
Personal Representative: Walters Jay 
Matthews, Jr
Address: 301 Roslyn Ave. Cumberland, 
TN 37724
Attorney: Joseph K. Coffey
Address: P.O. Box 1292, Manning SC 29102
(05/15-05/29)

Estate: John Randall Torrey
Case No# 2025ES1400131
Personal Representative: Robert James 
Warner
Address: 1577 Walnut Drive, Marendo, 
IA 52301
Attorney: Joseph K. Coffey
Address: PO Box 1292, Manning, SC 29102
(05/15-05/29)

Estate: Boyce Carl Summerlin
Case No# 2025ES1400134
Personal Representative: Randolph C. 
Summerlin
Address: 1495 Steven Road, Summerton, 
SC 29148
Attorney: Joseph K. Coffey
Address: PO Box 1292 Manning SC 29102
(05/22-06/05)

ESTATE: Anna May Gosnel
Case No: 2025ES1400142
Personal Representative: Kathy Lorraine 
Turner
Address:1465 Norwood Road, Olanta SC 
29114
Attorney: Elbert K. Turbeville
Address: PO Box 699 Lake City, SC 29560
(06/05-06/19)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) IN 
THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
 FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF CLARENDON ) CASE 
NO.: 2025-CP-14-00098
April Quintanilla Richardson, 
Plaintiff, 
SUMMONS & NOTICE
(Quiet Title Action)
vs. 
James Thompson, Rosemary Thompson 
Payne, Patricia Thompson, Micheal 
Thompson,
Deborah Lovell, John Doe, representing 
as a class any unknown person(s) or legal 

entity which are former owners of the 
property, their heirs, executors, admin-
istrators, successors, or assigns which 
have or claim to have any right, title, 
claim, interest in or lien upon the property 
described herein as an Heir of James 
Thompson, and Richard Roe, representing 
as a class any other unknown person(s) 
having a claim or claiming to have any 
right, title, claim, interest in, or lien upon 
the property described herein as an Heir of 
James Thompson,
Defendants.
SUMMONS
TO: THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE 
NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and 
required to answer the Complaint in this
Action, which, together with the Sum-
mons, and Lis Pendens was filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of Court for Clarendon 
County on the 4 th day of March, 2024, a 
copy of which is hereby served upon you 
and to serve a copy of your Answer to the 
Complaint on the subscribers, Johnson |
DuRant, LLC, PO Box 137, Manning, 
SC 29102, within thirty (30) days after 
service hereof, exclusive of the day of 
said service; and if you fail to answer the 
Complaint within the time aforesaid, the 
Plaintiff herein will apply to the Court for 
the relief demanded in the Complaint.
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN AD LITEM NISI
YOU WILL PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, 
that Ricci Land Whelch, Esquire of 
Clarendon,
South Carolina has been appointed Guard-
ian ad Litem Nisi in the above entitled 
action by an
Order dated May 6, 2025, and that such 
Order will become absolute thirty (30) 
days after the last publication of the 
Summons herein unless such Defendants 
as may be infants, incompetents, non-
residents or otherwise under any legal 
disability or someone in their behalf, in 
the meantime, shall procure the appoint-
ment of a Guardian ad Litem Nisi; and 
that such Order is on file in the Office of 
the Clerk of Court for Clarendon County, 
South Carolina.
JOHNSON | DURANT, LLC
BY: s/William H. Johnson
William H. Johnson, S.C. Bar No. 15167
PO Box 137 – 411 N. Brooks St.
Manning, South Carolina 29102
Telephone: (803) 435-0909
Facsimile: (855) 926-0923
william@jdnlawfirm.com
Attorney for Plaintiff
(05/15-05/29)

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
Notice is hereby given that PC Landing 
intends to apply to the South Carolina 
Department of Revenue for a license and/
or permit that will allow for the sale and on 
and off premises consumption of beer and 
wine at 1619 Greenall Rd Road, Summerton, 
SC, 29148-9114.  To object to the issuance 
of this license and/or permit, submit an 
ABL-20 protest form by (16 DAYS FROM 
THE PUBLICATION OF THE FIRST 
ADVERTISEMENT).
(05/22-06/05)

Notice of Public Sale
Goodfellas Storage - Manning is selling 

property to satisfy a landlord’s lien for 
nonpayment of rent. Sale to be held online at 
Bid13.com. Facility located at 1065
Bloomville Rd Manning, SC 29102. Auction 
Bidding will close on or after June 24th, 
2025 at 10 am. Cleanup deposit is required. 
Seller reserves the right to withdraw
the property at any time before the sale. 
Unit items sold as-is to the highest bidder. 
Property includes the contents of spaces of 
the following tenant(s): All spaces
contain household items unless noted.
Essie Keslar- Unit: 81
Herbert Reid- Unit: 68
Kathy Plowden- Unit: 45
Shanika Young- Unit: 38
Effie Pendergrass- Unit: 35
Catherine D Wilson- Unit: 9
Joyce Strothers- Unit: 4 & 3
Eric Whack- Unit: 1
(05/22-06/05) 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF CLARENDON
CASE NO.: 2025-CP-14-00245
SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF FILING OF 
COMPLAINT
Porter L. Thompkins, Jr. &amp; Patricia W. 
Thompkins,
Plaintiffs,
vs.
William S. Chassereau, as Personal Repre-
sentative for the Estate of
William Franklin Chassereau, John
Doe, a fictitious person, representing a class 
of individuals or legal
entity who has or claims any right,
title, claim, interest, or lien in or to such 
property described
herein as Heirs of William Franklin
Chassereau and/or Heirs of Shirley G. 
Chassereau; and Richard Roe, a
fictitious person, representing as
a class of any other unknown individual(s) 
claiming an interest in or
lien upon the real estate described
in the Complaint herein,
Defendants.
TO: THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE 
NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and 
required to answer the Complaint in this
action, a copy of which is
hereby served on you, and to serve a copy of 
your Answer to the
Complaint on the undersigned at 29
South Mill Street, Manning, South Carolina, 
29102, within 30 days
after service of this Complaint,
exclusive of the day of service, and if you 
fail to answer the
Complaint within the thirty (30) days,
judgement by default will be rendered 
against you for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.
YOU WILL ALSO TAKE NOTICE that 
Plaintiffs will move for an order of
reference or that the Court may
issue a general order of reference in this 
action to a Master in
Equity or Special Referee under Rule 53,
SCRCP. TO: MINORS(S) OVER FOUR-
TEEN (14) YEARS OF AGE, AND/OR 
MINOR(S)
UNDER FOURTEEN
YEARS OF AGE AND THE PERSON 
WITH WHOM THE MINOR(S) RESIDES, 
AND/OR PERSONS UNDER
SOME LEGAL DISABILITY: YOU ARE 
FURTHER SUMMONED AND NOTIFIED 
to apply
for the appointment
of a guardian ad litem within thirty (30) days 

after the service of
this Summons and Notice upon you. If
you fail to do so, application for such 
appointment may be made by
Plaintiffs and/or ordered by the
Court.
LIS PENDENS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an action 
has been commenced and is now
pending in this Court upon
the Complaint of the above-named Plain-
tiff’s against the above-named
Defendant’s to have a tax title
to real property quieted in the name of the 
Plaintiff under S.C. Code
Ann §§ 12-61-10 - 12-61-60. The
property that is the subject matter of this 
action is located at 1920
Wyboo Avenue, Manning, South
Carolina 29102, situated in Clarendon 
County, South Carolina, and is
more properly described as
follows:
All that certain piece, parcel or lot of land, 
with improvements
thereon, if any, situate, lying and being
in the County of Clarendon, State of South 
Carolina, on the waters of
Lake Marion 145 feet southeast of
the right of way of South Carolina Highway 
S-14-414. Said lot of land,
bounding and measuring, now or
formerly as follows: On the Northeast by a 
20-foot access strip and
measuring 75 feet; On the
Southeast by lands of Mary N. Reaves, and 
measuring 200 feet; On the
Southwest by lands of South
Carolina Public Service Authority and 
measuring 80.4 feet; and on the
Northwest by lands of Ashton P.
Bozard and measuring 236.8 feet. Also, a 
one-half (1/2) interest in
the pumphouse and well, a one-half
(1/2) interest in the septic system, and a one-
half (1/2) interest in
the storage house located on the
rear of the lot. The well, septic system, and 
storage house being
partially located on lands now or
formerly owned by Mrs. Ashton P. Bozard 
and jointly owned with her.
This being the same property
conveyed to William F. Chassereau and 
Shirley G. Chassereau by deed
recorded in Deed Book A-1332, at
Page 456; later conveyed by Matt Evans, 
Deliqinquent Tax Collector for
Clarendon County, South
Carolina on behalf of William F. Chassereau 
and Shirley G. Chassereau
to Porter L. Thompkins, Jr. and
Patricia W. Thompkins by tax deed dated 
December 29, 2023, in Deed
Book 1014 at Page 3140. Address:

1920 Wyboo Avenue, Manning, South 
Carolina 29102, Tax Map
Parcel:197-02-03-006-00.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
William H. Johnson, Esq., of the law
firm of Johnson DuRant,
LLC, 411 N. Brooks Street, Manning, SC 
29102, has been appointed as
Guardian ad Litem Nisi fo the
unknown Defendants.
By: Ricci Land Welch
Land Parker Welch LLC
PO Box 138 – 138 Mill Street
Manning, SC 29102
Telephone: (803) 435-8894
Facsimile: (800) 589-2701
ricci@lpwlawfirm.com
Attorney for Plaintiffs
(06/05-06/19)
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Santee Automotive

2601 Paxville Hwy. Manning   •  803.433.5400  •  www.santeeautomotive.com
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3478 Alex Harvin Hwy
 Manning, SC 29102
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BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

Five people were killed on 
South Carolina roadways over 
the 2025 Memorial Day weekend, 
according to preliminary figures 
released Tuesday by the South 
Carolina Department of Public 
Safety.

The holiday travel period, 
which began at 6 p.m. Friday, May 
24, and ended at 11:59 p.m. Mon-
day, May 26, saw one fewer traffic 
fatality than the same weekend in 
2024, when six people lost their 
lives.

The department emphasized 
that the numbers remain prelim-
inary and are subject to change 
as additional data is collected and 
verified. For final confirmation, 
the agency advises contacting 
the appropriate county coroner’s 
office.

Locally, Clarendon County 
has reported four traffic fatalities 
so far in 2025 — up from three 
at this time in 2024. Though far 
from the highest total in the state, 
it marks a slight year-over-year in-
crease following previous declines. 
Clarendon recorded 11 fatalities 
by this point in 2023 and eight in 
2022.

Statewide, more than 400 
people have been killed in traffic 
collisions since the start of the 
year. A year-over-year compari-
son of January 1 through May 26 
shows mixed results across South 
Carolina’s 46 counties.

Darlington County leads the 
state with 18 fatalities in 2025 — 
more than quadrupling its total 
from the same period in 2024. 
Horry County follows closely 
with 25, maintaining its position 
among the highest due to heavy 
tourist and beach traffic.

Other counties with high 
death tolls include Berkeley and 
Charleston, with 16 deaths each, 
and Greenville with 15. Florence 
County has also seen a sharp 
increase, reporting 14 deaths com-
pared to six at this time last year.

Some counties have reported 
no fatalities this year, including 
Allendale and Barnwell.

The Department of Public 
Safety continues to urge drivers 
to remain vigilant, avoid impaired 
and distracted driving, and wear 
seatbelts as traffic volumes in-
crease during the summer season.

For additional information or 
questions about local traffic fatal-
ity statistics, contact your High-
way Patrol Community Relations 
Officer at 803-896-8144.

traffic fatalities down 
slightly during 
memorial day weekend
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«DR. STRANGE is a 2.5 year old, brown w/white, Bully Mix. Dr. Strange has been 
neutered, current on vaccinations, and tested negative for heartworms. He weighs around 60 
pounds. Dr. Strange does have some energy, but calms down once he gets out of his pen. He 
seems to get along with other dogs. Dr. Strange rides pretty well in a car. He loves to go for 
walks, and enjoys playing. If you are interested in adopting Dr. Strange, you can get pre – ap-
proved to adopt by submitting your adoption application online at www.ASecondChanceAni-

malShelter.com. Our adoption fee for dogs is $125.

«NORA is a 7 month old, grey tabby, female, Domestic Short Hair cat. Nora is current on 
all age appropriate shots, has been spayed, and tested negative for Feline Leukemia and Aids. 
She seems to get along with other cats. Nora can be a little shy at first, but she is very friendly 
once she warms up. Nora can be playful and energetic! Please stop by the shelter to see this 
adorable cat! Nora’s adoption fee is $100. If you are interested in adopting Nora, you can get 
pre – approved to adopt by submitting your adoption application online at www.ASecond-

ChanceAnimalShelter.com.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Strange package addressed to Manning confiscated
BY KATHERINE HUTCHINSON
mtscreporter@gmail.com

	 A	strange	package	was	confiscated	in	a	Mexico	
City	airport	on	Friday,	Dec.	30.	The	package	was	ad-
dressed	to	a	location	in	Manning,	SC	and	it	contained	
four	human	skulls	wrapped	in	plastic	and	aluminum	foil.	
Authorities	are	investigating	the	package	after	stating	
that	even	if	the	skulls	were	intended	for	medicinal	studies	
or	other	harmless	purposes,	the	transport	and	delivery	
method	used	was	illegal	and	unethical.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Two previous Town of  Summerton employees facing charges
BY LEIGH ANN MAYNARD
mtscreporter@gmail.com

 Indictments came down Monday, Jan. 23 
against two former City of Summerton employees, 
Amanda Salka and Anthony Smith, regarding the ongo-

ing investigation into the Town of Summerton’s water 
system. Both Salka and Smith are accused of misrepre-
sentation of facts related to the operation of the public 
water system. The state’s Attorney General’s office alleges 
that Salka and Smith knowingly submitted falsified docu-
ments to the Department of Health and Environmental 

Control (DHEC) during a DHEC investigation of the 
town of Summeton’s water systems.
 Both defendants were granted Personal Recog-
nizance bonds of fifteen thousand dollars and have until 
Friday, Jan. 27 at noon to turn themselves in to Claren-
don County Detention Center for processing. 

YEAR IN REVIEW

Historical African American school is being restored
BY LEIGH ANN MAYNARD
mtscreporter@gmail.com

A press release by Ray Evans reads:
 “Pleasant Grove School , in the lumber town of 
Alcolu, was established for African-American students 
in 1933 , following the purchase of the 3 acres of land 

by Clarendon County School District 2. It was the first 
public school for black students in Clarendon County. 
The building has been vacant since the school closing in 
1953 due to the South Carolina equalization program. In 
1992, nearly 40 years later , Rebecca Scott  purchased the 
school and repurposed it as a community center for the 
next decade. Sadly, the building fell into despair and by 

2004 was no longer used.
 Pleasant Grove School Restoration committee 
will be working on the school building on   February 
21-22, 2023 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The address is 7131 
US-301, Alcolu, SC 29001. The committee is passionate 
about the preservation and protection of the historical, 
cultural and agricultural heritage.  

YEAR IN REVIEW

Police statement on hostage situation
submitted

 On March 09, 2023, around 12:41pm, the 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s Office received a call of a 
break-in in progress at 1411 Spigner Road in the Al-
colu area. Clarendon County dispatchers stated that the 
female caller had stopped communicating with them, but 

they could hear her speaking with what they believed was 
a male subject in the background of the call. Deputies 
arrived on scene at Spigner Road at approximately 12:45 
p.m. and by 12:48 p.m. at least 6 deputies were on the 
scene.
 The woman was being held hostage but was 
rescued by police and the suspect was apprehended. On 
March 16, Ronald Ray Broadnax was discharged from 

McLeod Florence Medical Center in Florence SC.  
 Broadnax was subsequently arrested after his 
discharge for pending charges in Clarendon County for:
-Kidnapping – Felony with a penalty not to exceed 30 
years in Prison.
-Burglary 1st – Felony with a penalty of 15 years to Life 
in Prison

YEAR IN REVIEW

Pansy Ridgeway, first female Mayor of Manning, dies at 92
submitted

 Pansy Ridgeway, 92, died Sunday, April 2, 2023, 
at her home, surrounded by her family. 
 Born Jan. 1, 1931, in Manning, she was a daugh-
ter of the late Henry Badger Ridgeway and the late Ruth 
Eleanor Riggs Ridgeway. She was a graduate of Furman 

University and former co-owner and operator of Polly & 
Pansy’s Shoppe. She was the first female Manning City 
Council member for eight years and served as Mayor of 
Manning for 26 years. She was the first woman president 
of the South Carolina Municipal Association. She chaired 
the Santee-Lynches Council and she received the Order 
of the Palmetto from Governor Richard W. Riley. Miss 

Pansy was instrumental in obtaining one million dollars 
in grant money for Clarendon Memorial Hospital. She 
was a member of Manning First Baptist Church.
 She is survived by her sister, Polly R. Sankus of 
Manning; and a host of nieces and nephews including 
two special nieces, Dianne Galloway and Debbie Walker, 
who thought of Miss Pansy as a second mother.

«DAPHNE Hi, I’m Daphne! I’m an ‘almost’ 5-year-old beautiful bully-mix with a heart full of 
love and a mind full of smarts. I’m playful, always ready for a game of fetch. I’m also friendly, 
sweet, and I seem to get along well with other dogs. I’m heartworm-positive, but please don’t 
let that be a deal-breaker. I’m already spayed, UTD on my vaccinations and ready to find my 
forever home. I’m not just a shelter pet, I’m a friend waiting to share my love and loyalty.   It 
would be the best Happy 5th Birthday present I could get.  

«SYLVESTER Hi there, I’m Sylvester! I’m new around here, but I’ve already made a bunch 
of friends. I’m young, playful, and full of life. I’m a social butterfly, getting along with all the 
other cats here. I’ve got a sweet disposition, always ready for a cuddle or a gentle head rub. I’m 
also neutered, so no worries about any unexpected surprises and I’m also UTD on my vacci-
nations. I’m ready to find my forever home, where I can share my joy and love. 

If you are interested in adopting either Daphne or Sylvester, or any of the other wonderful 
pets at the shelter, you can get pre-approved by completing our online application at www.
ASecondChanceAnimalShelter.com.  Adoption fees:  Dogs:  $125   Cats: $100

Can’t Adopt But Want to Help?
The shelter is always accepting 

donations of puppy, dog, kitten, and 
cat food as well as cat litter, beds, 

blankets, sheets, and towels. 

(803) 473-7075
5079 Alex Harvin Hwy. Manning, SCSUBMITTED

mtscreporter@gmail.com

As summer travel season heats 
up, AAA – The Auto Club Group 
is urging motorists to take a closer 
look at dangerous driving behav-
iors that contribute to thousands 
of preventable traffic deaths each 
year.

The organization launched 
its new campaign, “Crashes Hit 
Different When They Happen to 
You,” on May 28 to highlight the 
four leading contributors to fatal 
crashes: speeding, impaired driv-
ing, distracted driving, and failure 
to wear a seatbelt.

“Nobody wakes up thinking 
they’ll be part of a fatal crash that 
day,” said Tiffany Wright, spokes-
person for AAA – The Auto Club 
Group. “Risky driving habits turn 
ordinary moments into tragedies, 
and the consequences ripple far 
beyond the driver who makes a 
reckless choice.”

The campaign comes as U.S. 
roads grow busier with drivers 
heading to beaches, vacations, and 
family gatherings. According to 
AAA, someone is killed in a crash 
every 12 minutes nationwide, with 
traffic collisions costing the U.S. 

$340 billion annually—equivalent 
to about $230 per household in 
taxes.

In 2023, speeding was a factor 
in 29% of all traffic fatalities. 
Distracted driving, particularly 
texting, increases crash risk by 23 
times. Impaired driving kills 32 
people per day on average in the 
U.S., and nearly 60% of back-seat 
passengers who died in crashes in 
2022 were not wearing seatbelts.

“These losses aren’t accidents—
they’re preventable,” Wright said. 
“This campaign isn’t just a mes-
sage; it’s a lifeline. We all share the 
responsibility to keep our roads 
safe.”

AAA’s campaign also features 
personal stories and partner-
ships with local communities to 
reinforce its message. The organi-
zation is encouraging drivers to 
slow down, put away their phones, 
avoid impaired driving, and al-
ways wear seatbelts.

For more information, visit 
AAA’s campaign website.

AAA – The Auto Club Group 
serves more than 13 million mem-
bers across 14 U.S. states and two 
U.S. territories, offering services 
including roadside assistance, 
insurance, and travel planning.

AAA launches new campaign 
targeting preventable 
traffic fatalities

CRIME

CLUB NEWS

Pilot Club awards $4,000 in 
scholarships to local seniors

SUBMITTED
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Clarendon County Pilot Club has 
awarded $4,000 in scholarships to four 
high school seniors pursuing careers in 
the medical field, continuing a tradition of 
honoring the legacy of Dotty McFadden, a 
founding member of the organization.

The annual Dotty McFadden Memo-

rial Scholarship recognizes students for 
their academic achievement, community 
involvement, and overall character. Each 
recipient was selected from one of the 
county’s high schools and presented with 
the award by members of the Pilot Club 
during recent ceremonies.

This year’s scholarship recipients are:
Skylar Dymond, Clarendon Hall, 

presented by Kathy Geddings and Donna 

Thames
Lainey Baggette, Laurence Manning 

Academy, presented by Neel Lesesne and 
Marsha Thompson

Atyra McLeod, Manning High School, 
presented by Marsha Thompson and Neel 
Lesesne

Katrese Pringle, Scott’s Branch High 
School, presented by Marsha Thompson 
and Camille Daniel

The scholarships were made possible 
through generous contributions from Dr. 
Andy McFaddin of Sumter, along with 
community donations and local fundrais-
ing efforts.

The Pilot Club expressed gratitude to 
all who contributed, helping support the 
next generation of medical professionals 
and honor McFadden’s commitment to 
service and education.

SCHOLAR. Lainey Baggette, center, of Laurence Manning 
Academy, is presented the Dotty McFadden Memorial Schol-
arship by Pilot Club members Neel Lesesne, left, and Marsha 
Thompson, right. The scholarship honors students entering 
the medical field and recognizes academic achievement 
and community service. (Photo provided by the Clarendon 
County Pilot Club)

SCHOLAR. Skylar Dymond, center, of Clarendon Hall, re-
ceives the Dotty McFadden Memorial Scholarship from Pilot 
Club members Kathy Geddings, left, and Donna Thames, 
right. Dymond is one of four Clarendon County students 
awarded the $1,000 scholarship for pursuing a career in the 
medical field. (Photo provided by the Clarendon County Pilot 
Club)

SCHOLAR. Katrese Pringle, center, of Scott’s Branch High School, receives the Dotty McFad-
den Memorial Scholarship from Pilot Club members Marsha Thompson, left, and Camille 
Daniel, right. The annual award is named for Pilot Club founding member Dotty McFadden. 
(Photo provided by the Clarendon County Pilot Club)

SCHOLAR. Atyra McLeod, center, of Manning High School, is 
awarded the Dotty McFadden Memorial Scholarship by Pilot 
Club members Marsha Thompson, left, and Neel Lesesne, 
right. McLeod was selected based on her character, aca-
demic performance and dedication to a future in healthcare. 
(Photo provided by the Clarendon County Pilot Club)
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Manning United Methodist Church - 17 E. Rigby Street.

Maranatha Pentecostal Holiness Church - Horse Branch Road, Turbeville.

Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church - 314 W. Huggins St., Manning.

The Master’s Place - 7 S. Church Street, Manning.

McKenzie Tabernacle Church - New Zion.

Melina Presbyterian Church - Sardinia.

Mt. Calvary FBH Church - Boyce Street, Manning.

Mt. Carmel United Freewill Baptist Church - 207 Reardon St., Manning.

Mt. Chapel Baptist Church - Hwy. 260, Manning. 

Mt. Hope FBH Church - Pinewood.

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church - Plowden Road.

Mt. Pleasant Union Methodist Episcopal Church.

Mt. Zero Baptist Church - S.C. 261, Paxville.

Historic Mt. Zion AME Church - Potato Creek Road.

New Bethel Holiness Church - Davis Crossroad, 1287 Starks Drive, Summerton.

New Covenant Holiness Church - 3699 Alex Harvin Highway, Manning.

New Covenant Presbyterian Church - U.S. 301 South, Manning.

New Harmony Presbyterian Church -  New Harmony Church Road, Alcolu.

New Hope AME Church - Pinewood.

New Light Baptist Church - Davis Station.

New Start Community Church of the Nazarene - 4686 J.W. Rames Rd, Manning.

New Town Freewill Baptist Church - West Turbeville Highway, Lake City.

New Zion Church - Salem Road, New Zion. 

Oak Grove Baptist Church 

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church - 2529 Raccoon Road, Manning -

Paxville Baptist Church - S.C. 261 Paxville.

Paxville United Methodist Church - S.C. 261 Paxville.

Pine Dale Pentecostal Holiness Church - Turbeville.

Pine Grove AME Church - 7779 Kenwood Rd.

Pine Grove Church - Turbeville, SC

Prayer House Mission Church -  Davis Crossroads, Summerton.

The Presbyterian Church - North Brooks Street, Manning. Dr.

Providence AME Church - Mallet Road, Manning.

Providence Christian Church - Dozier Mallet Road, Manning.

Restoration Ministries Church of God - Manning.

Rock Hill Baptist Church - Old Georgetown Road, Manning.

Santee AME Church - Dingle Pond Road, Summerton.

Santee Baptist Church - Hwy. 260, Manning.

Sardinia Presbyterian Church - Sardinia.

Seacoast Manning - Weldon Auditorium.

Second Baptist Church - Alfred Henry Drive, Manning.

Shiloh AME Church - Foreston.

Society Hill AME Church - 1030 Morella Road, Manning.

Spring Hill AME Church -

St. James AME Church -

St. Luke Baptist Church - Foreston.

St. Mark AME Church - First Street, Summerton.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church - N. Cantey St., Summerton.

St. Matthias Anglican Church - North Duke at Canty, Summerton.

St. Paul Holiness Church - St. Paul.

St. Peter AME - Rimini.

St. Phillip RMUE - Old River Road, Pinewood.

Summerton Baptist Church - East Main Street.

Summerton Presbyterian Church - 16 South Canty Street.

Summerton Southern Methodist Church

Summerton United Methodist Church. -  Corner of S. Church St. and Briggs St.

Taw Caw Baptist Church - Summerton.

Trinity AME Church - 39 W. Rigby Street, Manning.

Trinity Church - U.S. 301, Alcolu.

Triumph The Church Kingdom of God in Christ - Davis Station. 

Truckers’ Christian Chapel - TA Travel Center, I-95, Exit 119.

True Way Holiness Church, Highway 521 in Alcolu

Turbeville First Baptist Church -  1020 Morris Street, Turbeville. 

Turbeville Southern Methodist Church - Turbeville.

Union Community Christian Church - Nesbitt Rd.

Wyboo Community Church - 12135 Highway 260, Manning.

Alcolu Church of God of Prophecy  - Alderman Camp Rd.

Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church - Panola.

Antioch Baptist Church - Jordan.

Antioch RMUE Church - Pinewood.

Apostolic Revival Center - Manning.

Bethlehem Methodist Church - Davis Station.

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church - Summerton.

Biggers AME Church - S.C. 261 East, Manning.

Briggs Chapel Missionary Baptist Church - Summerton.

Christ Tabernacle FWG Ministry - Summerton.

Church of God by Faith - Davis Station.

The Church of God Prophecy - Alcolu.

The Church of God of Prophecy - Home Branch

Clarendon Baptist Church - Alcolu.

Community Deliverance Temple - U.S. 301 North.

Congregation Temple Bethel - S.C. 261 East, Manning.

Cornerstone Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church -        

2116 Greeleyville Highway., Manning.

Cross Roads Bible Fellowship - 5546 Paxville Hwy Manning

Cypress Fork Freewill Baptist Church - Cypress Forks community.

Deep Creek Pentecostal Holiness Church - Bloomville Highway.

Deliverance Ministries - Summerton.

Ebenezer Baptist Church - 105 Dinkins St., Manning.

Elizabeth Missionary Bapt. Church - U.S. 301 South, Box 748, Manning.

Emmanuel Baptist Church - 1794 Old Georgetown Road, Manning.

Faith Center - Rev. J. W. Carter Road, P.O. Box 233, Manning. 

Fellowship of Praise - 8280 Old No. 6 Highway, Santee.

First Assembly of God - 3574 Hwy 260/Lake Road.

First Baptist Church - 49 West Boyce Street, Manning.

First Servant’s Church - 6 Keitt St., Manning.

Fourth Crossroads Baptist Church - Off Highway 261.

Friendship AME Church - Silver Community

Friendship Presbyterian Church USA - 10123 Black River Rd., New Zion.

Global Harvest Church - Hwy 521 North.

Good Shepherd Baptist Church - 1891 Oak Grove Church Rd.

Goodwill Freewill Baptist Church - 1329 Goodwill Church Rd. Manning.

Grace Christian Fellowship Church - Raccoon Road, Manning.

Grace Gospel Church - Summerton. Rev. A.N. Adrans.

Grace Missionary Baptist Church - 7 E. Keitt Street, Manning.

Great Commission Ministries - 1631 Trinity Church Rd, I-95 & Highway 301, Alcolu.

Greater Union Cypress AME Church

Green Hill Baptist Church - Alcolu.

Hickory Grove Missionary Baptist Church - 1158 Driggers Rd., Manning.

Hickory Grove Baptist Church - Turbeville.

Home Branch Baptist Church - Manning.

Home Branch Church of God of Prophecy -  2211 Connor Road.

Holy Rock Holiness Church - Foreston.

Hope Lutheran Church - American Legion, Manning.

Horse Branch Freewill Baptist Church - Turbeville.

House of God - 119 W Huggins St., Manning.

Howard Chapel AME Church - New Zion.

Israelite Holy Temple Outreach Ministry - 125 W. Huggins St., Manning.

Jehovah Jireh Outreach - P.O. Box 13, Manning.

Jordan Methodist Church - Highway 260, Jordan.

Lake Marion Baptist Church - Off Hwy 301, North Santee.

Laurel Hill AME Church - 2032 M.W. Rickenbaker Road. Summerton

Liberty Hill AME Church - Summerton.

Liberty Free Will Baptist Church - 2761 Liberty Church Rd., Manning.

Lighthill Baptist Church - Manning.

Little Star Pentecostal Holiness Church - Juneburn Road, Manning.

Macedonia FBH Church - Silver.

Macedonia Church of God by Faith, Inc. - 26 Mazyck St., Summerton.

Manning Baptist Temple - Raccoon Road at I-95 and Highway 261.

Manning Church of Christ - 311 E. Keitt St., Manning.

Manning Deliverance Temple - (Apostolic Denomination) 6422 June Burn Rd, Manning.

Manning Progressive Church of Jesus - Hwy. 521, Manning. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY
LifeSong Christian Church

A small non-denominational church 
with a BIG Heart. Where you don’t 
go to church, you are the church. 

We accept the Bible as the inspired 
word of God.

Communion served every Sunday
Worship Service- 10:00 AM

Come be a member of our family
Preachers: Gregg Wilgus and Tim 

Brown
803-305-8966

1326 Morello Road, Manning SC 
29102

lifesongcc.org
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Family Owned & Operated

The River of Life 
Non-Demoninational Church

Spirit Filled
218 Commerce Place Manning, 

SC 29102

Invite you to join us at Sunday 
School – 9:45AM

Church Service – 10:45AM

Pastor – Joe Dunaway & Delane 
Dunaway

(803) 570-0482

We invite you to join us and be a 
part of God’s moving in your life.
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Walker Tire
Company, Inc.
433-4444

114 S. Mill St. • Manning
Ann Kinard
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FREE Consultations
Competitive Rates
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200 Dingle St. • Sumter
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JORDAN CROSS ROAD 
MANNING, SC
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FAITH

Vengeance play moves to Patriot 
Hall for August 23rd performance

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The upcoming performance 
of Vengeance, Turn It Over to Je-
sus, originally scheduled to take 
place at Weldon Auditorium on 
June 7, has been cancelled due to 
low ticket sales. The play, written 
and directed by Jacqueline Sut-
ton-Ball, will now be performed 

at Patriot Hall in Sumter on 
August 23, 2025, at 3 p.m.

Vengeance, Turn It Over 
to Jesus tells the emotionally 
charged story of Mark and Tere-
sa, a married couple struggling 
with trust and betrayal. The play 
explores themes of love, pain, 
and the hope for forgiveness, 
featuring a strong cast of actors 
including Patrice Lovely, Jeffery 
Lewis, Maurice Lauchner, and 

Joe Tucker.
“We are disappointed that we 

couldn’t bring the production to 
Weldon Auditorium as initial-
ly planned, but we are excited 
to announce the new date and 
venue,” said Sutton-Ball. “Patriot 
Hall in Sumter offers us a great 
space to showcase the powerful 
story of Vengeance and give 
our audience the experience it 
deserves.”

Tickets for the show, original-
ly available at Weldon Auditori-
um and Imports LTD in Sumter, 
will now be sold through Patriot 
Hall. For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visitors can 
contact the venue at (803) 436-
2260 or visit their website.

“We look forward to seeing 
the community come out to 
support this meaningful play in 
August,” Sutton-Ball added.

The production is part of 
Sutton Glory Ministries Produc-
tions, co-owned by Jacqueline 
and Lorenzo Sutton-Ball. The 
company continues to create 
impactful theatrical experiences 
with faith-based themes, giving 
God the Glory in every perfor-
mance.
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Buy Local
Eat Fresh!

Serving the Pee Dee Region
843.662.1527
ArborOne.com NMLS

#449370

LOANS FOR LAND, FARMS, AND HOMES

MARKET

Fresh food, family roots and friendly faces: 
Manning Farmers Market returns

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The City of Manning’s annual Farmers 
Market opens for the season on Saturday, June 
14, bringing with it fresh produce, homemade 
goods, and a healthy dose of community spirit.

Located at the corner of Bryce and Church 
streets, the market will run every Saturday 
through October from 8 a.m. until noon. With 
vendors like JMac Produce, Ms. Shirley Whack, 
Ms. Lula Richardson, Costas Farms, and others 
soon to be announced, residents and visitors 
alike can expect a wide variety of homegrown 
offerings.

“Having a farmers market in Manning means 
more than just fresh food—it supports local 
growers, brings the community together, and 
gives neighbors a chance to connect, catch up, 
and meet the folks who grow their food,” said 
Carrie Trebil, Tourism and Main Street Man-
ning Director.

One of the market’s returning favorites is 
JMac Produce, a family-run farm located just 
seven miles north of Manning. Owned and 
operated by Johnny McNair, JMac specializes in 
butter beans, peas, okra, sweet corn, and other 
Southern staples.

“My main crops are butter beans and peas—
green and speckled—plus sweet corn and okra,” 
said McNair. “We also fill in with tomatoes, 
squash, zucchini, blueberries, blackberries, and 
watermelons. Just about everything.”

McNair, a third-generation farmer, began 
JMac Produce more than two decades ago after 
a career in agricultural sales. “I was raised on a 
farm, and I’ve been around farming all my life,” 
he said. “When I hit my early 50s, I figured I’d 

retire at 60 and wanted something to do that 
kept me connected to people.”

That connection remains strong today, es-
pecially at the Manning Farmers Market where 
he can often be found chatting with customers 
about the best varieties of peas and how to cook 
them. “My wife says I talk too much,” McNair 
joked. “But I have a passion for what I grow. 
When someone asks about butter beans or peas, 
I can’t help but explain all the differences.”

McNair’s family plays a big role in his farm 
and market stand. His daughter, Meigs Porter, 
and grandsons John Rollins and Hogan help at 
both the farm and market. “One of my grand-
sons likes to carry watermelons to people’s cars,” 
he said. “He usually ends up with a tip for that.”

For McNair, the market is more than a place 
to sell vegetables—it’s a tradition. “It’s an 18-
week season, and yes, it gets hot,” he laughed. 
“But we look forward to it every year.”

The Farmers Market is part of a broader 
national movement supporting small-scale 
agriculture and healthy communities. Accord-
ing to the Farmers Market Coalition, markets 
like Manning’s help preserve rural livelihoods, 
stimulate local economies, and offer shoppers 
fresh, affordable produce. Markets also foster 
sustainability—three out of four farmers selling 
at markets use practices consistent with organic 
standards.

To become a vendor or for more informa-
tion, contact City Hall of Manning at 803-435-
8477.

As the growing season gets underway, mar-
ketgoers can expect more than just vegetables. 
They’ll find stories, history, family pride—and 
maybe a few tips on the best way to cook a Dixie 
Lee pea.

FOOD

Fresh produce vouchers available for seniors
SUBMITTED
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Senior Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program will distribute fresh produce 
vouchers at four Clarendon County 
locations from June 9–12. The program, 
aimed at helping seniors access fresh, 

locally grown fruits and vegetables, will 
operate on a first-come, first-served basis 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day while 
supplies last.

The schedule includes:
Monday, June 9 – Turbeville Town Hall
Tuesday, June 10 – Paxville Senior 

Center

Wednesday, June 11 – Summerton 
Senior Center

Thursday, June 12 – Vision by Design 
Inc. in Manning

At Vision by Design, a local nonprofit 
focused on health equity and community 
wellness, staff and volunteers will help 
distribute the produce vouchers and con-

nect attendees with additional resources 
for food security and healthy living.

Seniors are encouraged to arrive 
early, as quantities are limited. For more 
information about eligibility or program 
details, contact the hosting locations 
directly.

FOOD. JMac Produce sets up shop at the Manning Farmers Market, offering 
fresh butter beans, peas, sweet corn, tomatoes, and more. The family-run farm 
from Gable is a longtime favorite among local shoppers. (Photo provided by 
JMac Produce)
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WILDLIFE

Gator season in South Carolina: What to know

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

It’s officially gator season in South 
Carolina—or at least, it’s almost time to 
apply for a chance to participate in one of 
the state’s wildest outdoor adventures: the 
public alligator hunt. Applications for the 
South Carolina Department of Natural 
Resources (SCDNR) Alligator Lottery 
opened June 1 and will close at 11:59 p.m. 
on July 15. The hunt itself won’t kick off 
until September 13, but if you want in, 
you’ll need to get your name in the system 
early.

ANCIENT REPTILES IN THE MOD-
ERN WORLD

The American alligator has remained 
relatively unchanged for over 80 million 
years. Males can grow up to 16 feet and 
weigh more than 800 pounds, though 
most range between 6 and 13 feet. Fe-
males top out around 9 to 10 feet. These 
apex predators live up to 50 years in the 
wild and play a vital ecological role by 

managing prey populations and creating 
“gator holes” that provide water during 
droughts.

In South Carolina, they’re typically 
found south of the Fall Line in lakes, 
rivers, swamps, and occasionally back-
yards and golf courses. Their presence in 
suburban or urban areas often triggers 
concern—and sometimes confusion—
about whether they’re a danger or just 
passing through.

THE SLOT TAG SHUFFLE: SMALL-
ER GATORS, MORE OPPORTUNITIES

In an effort to better manage pressure 
on South Carolina’s largest alligators, 
SCDNR has introduced size-restricted 
“Slot Tags” for the 2025 season. These 
tags allow selected hunters to harvest one 
alligator between four and eight feet in 
length and come with a few important 
restrictions.

Unlike traditional “any size” tags 
(which remain unchanged), Slot Tag hold-
ers are limited in the gear they can use. 
Harpoons, bows, and other devices that 

embed into the alligator are prohibited. 
Only snatch hooks, handheld snares, 
and ropes are permitted, since hunters 
may need to release an alligator that 
exceeds the 8-foot limit.

Slot Tags are optional and offered 
alongside traditional tags in the applica-
tion process. If you’re willing to go after 
a smaller gator, your chances of being 
drawn may be better. SCDNR is offering 
400 of these Slot Tags across the state’s 
four hunt units—Southern Coastal, 
Middle Coastal, Midlands, and Pee 
Dee—with 100 available per unit.

Each selected applicant—regardless 
of tag type—may harvest one gator from 
their assigned unit. And yes, all pref-
erence points are reset to zero whether 
you’re drawn for a traditional tag or a 
Slot Tag.

HOW TO ENTER THE HUNT
To apply for the public alligator 

lottery, visit GoOutdoorsSC.com or 
download the Go Outdoors South Car-
olina app. The application fee is $10, and 

if selected, hunters must pay an additional 
$100 permit fee.

Applicants can rank their preferred 
hunt units (including Slot Tag units), but 
you can only be selected for one tag. If 
your plans change after being drawn, the 
tag is non-transferrable and non-refund-
able.

Successful hunters can target public 
navigable waters within their assigned 
units, or private lands with written land-
owner permission. Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMAs), national wildlife refuges, 
and parks are off-limits.

NUISANCE GATORS: KNOW THE 
SIGNS

Not every alligator needs to be re-
moved, even if it shows up in an unex-
pected place. SCDNR classifies a nuisance 
alligator as one that has lost its natural 
fear of humans (often from being fed), 
poses a threat to people or pets, or is 
trapped in a location it cannot escape.

Feeding alligators—or even tossing fish 

scraps or feeding ducks in gator terri-
tory—is illegal and can unintentionally 
train these animals to associate humans 
with food. Once habituated, nuisance 
gators must be euthanized; relocation is 
not allowed due to their strong homing 
instincts.

If you live within an HOA or under 
property management, report nuisance 
gators to them first. If you don’t, contact 
your regional nuisance coordinator. For 
emergencies, Operation Game Thief is 
available 24/7 at 1-800-922-5431.

GATOR ETIQUETTE AND SAFETY
A few things to keep in mind:
Don’t shoot unrestrained gators. Cap-

ture must occur first.
Use a bangstick or handgun to dispatch 

the gator—no rifles or shotguns allowed.
Immediately tag the gator and com-

plete your harvest report within 24 hours.
Cool the carcass within four hours to 

preserve meat and hide quality.
Never assume a gator is dead until it’s 

secured, taped, and confirmed.
Hunters are encouraged to prepare 

thoroughly. SCDNR recommends at least 
one backup capture device, life jackets 
for all boat passengers, and a well-orga-
nized float plan. Guides and helpers are 
welcome, but everyone 16 and older must 
be a licensed South Carolina hunter—and 
nonresidents will also need to pay a $200 
fee.

A HUNT ROOTED IN CONSERVA-
TION

From the prehistoric swamp-dweller 
sunning on a pond bank to the grizzled 
gator of your hunting dreams, the Ameri-
can alligator remains a fascinating—if for-
midable—part of South Carolina’s natural 
heritage. Whether you’re eyeing a Slot 
Tag to up your odds or tracking a trophy, 
make sure you know the rules, hunt safely, 
and respect the wildlife.

For more details on alligator safety, 
hunting rules, or nuisance reports, visit 
www.dnr.sc.gov.

WILDLIFE

Bonus Bass wraps with $4,400 
payout to Sumter angler

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The inaugural Bonus Bass tournament 
wrapped up its final weekend with a 
splash, awarding a $4,400 prize to Sumter 
native David Ardis after he landed a 
three-pound tagged bass in Taw Caw 
Creek on May 30—just two days before 
the contest’s close.

Ardis, who paid a discounted $59 entry 
fee during a recent promotion, had been 
fishing lit docks at night when he flipped 
his line beneath an unlit dock and hooked 
into the prize-winning fish. Unbeknownst 
to him at the time, the bass had been 
tagged in early March by tournament 
organizer Kyle Jenkins.

“This one didn’t travel far,” Jenkins 
said. “It stayed within two miles of where 
it was originally released.”

Ardis is the third and final registered 
angler to turn in a tagged fish during the 
three-month-long contest, which ran 
from March 5 through June 1 across Lakes 
Marion and Moultrie. Unlike traditional 
fishing tournaments, Bonus Bass offered a 
progressive payout system that increased 
by $100 each day a tagged fish went un-
claimed.

“David’s fish was turned in on Day 44 
of the current cycle,” Jenkins said. “That’s 
how he ended up with $4,400—the biggest 
payout of the season.”

He joins fellow Sumter angler Tom-
my Stuckey, who claimed a $2,700 prize, 
and Wyatt Sims of Timmonsville, who 
won $1,300 back in March. Each regis-
tered winner also received a free one-day 
fishing pass to Santee Cooper Outdoors, a 
private fishing facility in Summerton.

But the big question remains: will one 
of them also land the $25,000 grand prize?

Jenkins confirmed that each of the 
three registered winners now has a one-
in-200 shot at matching the preselected 
winning tag number, which was sealed 
and shipped by a gaming insurance com-
pany. The package is expected to arrive 
this week, and the grand prize reveal 
will take place via Facebook Live—likely 
hosted at Phantom Outdoors in Moncks 
Corner, a tournament sponsor.

Sixteen other anglers caught tagged 
fish during the tournament but were not 
registered and therefore ineligible for any 
prizes. Jenkins noted one of those unreg-
istered catches went viral on social media, 
reaching over 1.5 million views.

“The response has been incredible,” 
Jenkins said. “We’ve had everyone from 
kids to retirees sign up. Some fish from 
kayaks or the bank, some from bass boats. 
It really leveled the playing field.”

Jenkins is already planning for next 
year’s Bonus Bass season, with hopes of 
expanding to other South Carolina lakes, 
including Lake Murray and Lake Hart-
well. He’s also exploring the possibility 
of a larger prize package—potentially 
swapping the $25,000 cash prize for a boat 
or other high-value gear through a dealer-
ship partnership.

“My goal is to make Bonus Bass the 
most accessible and exciting tourna-
ment in the state,” he said. “We’ll take 
the off-season to plan, then hit the water 
again in January.”

For updates on the grand prize draw-
ing and next year’s tournament announce-
ments, follow Bonus Bass on Facebook or 
visit www.BonusBass.com.
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East Clarendon seniors sign 
to continue athletic careers at 
the collegiate level
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Two standout student-athletes from 
East Clarendon Middle/High School will 
continue their athletic journeys at the 
collegiate level.

Jasmyne Lloyd has signed to play bas-
ketball at Newberry College, while Syrus 
Brown will wrestle for Allen University. 
The school celebrated the duo’s accom-
plishments during a signing ceremony 
held May 29.

Lloyd was a key contributor to 
the Lady Wolverines basketball team 
throughout her high school career. She 
averaged 8.5 points and 3.6 rebounds per 
game during her junior season, helping 
lead East Clarendon to a 19-win cam-
paign. Despite the team’s jump to a more 
competitive 2A region in her senior year, 
she remained a consistent presence on 

the court, averaging 5.4 points and 3.4 
rebounds per game.

Brown made his mark on the mat as 
a 175-pound wrestler, earning a trip to 
the SCHSL state tournament where he 
notched a win in his weight class. A for-
mer Lake City student, Brown transferred 
to East Clarendon and found success 
under the Wolverines’ wrestling program.

Both athletes will attend historically 
significant South Carolina institutions. 
Newberry College, located in Newberry, 
is known for its strong Division II ath-
letics programs, while Allen University, 
based in Columbia, is a Historically Black 
College and University (HBCU) with a 
growing athletic profile.

East Clarendon staff and students have 
expressed pride in the accomplishments 
of Lloyd and Brown, recognizing their 
hard work, discipline, and dedication to 
both athletics and academics.

ATHLETES. East Clarendon seniors Jasmyne Lloyd and Syrus Brown smile during their col-
lege signing ceremony. Lloyd will continue her basketball career at Newberry College, while 
Brown will wrestle for Allen University. (Photo provided by East Clarendon High School)

FISHING. David Ardis of Sumter holds the three-pound tagged bass he caught in Taw Caw 
Creek during a night fishing trip, earning a $4,400 payout as the final registered winner in 
the 2024 Bonus Bass tournament. (Photo provided by Bonus Bass)


