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Live like you are dying
LIFE STORY

I

Manning man charged with arson, desecration of remains
CRIME

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

A Manning man has 
been charged with arson and 
desecration of human remains 
following the discovery of a body 
inside a burning car in Sumter late 
last year.

John Elliot Dingle, 27, turned 
himself in to authorities Tuesday 

after police issued warrants for 
his arrest last week, according to 
the Sumter Police Department. 
Dingle was booked at the county 
detention center, where bond was 
set at $50,000 surety with location 
monitoring.

Investigators determined 
that Willis Samuel Jr., 67, also of 
Manning, was already dead before 
the vehicle was set ablaze behind 

the Eastwood Park apartment 
complex on Boulevard Road. 
Emergency responders were 
dispatched to the scene just before 
2:20 a.m. on Dec. 31 after receiving 
reports of a car fire.

Authorities have not yet 
determined the manner of 
Samuel’s death. Further autopsy 
results are pending.

The Sumter Police Department 

is working with the Clarendon 
County Sheriff’s Office, the 
South Carolina Law Enforcement 
Division, and the Sumter County 
Coroner’s Office to investigate 
the circumstances surrounding 
Samuel’s death.

No additional details have been 
released at this time.

For updates, visit sumterpd.
com. JOHN ELLIOT DINGLE

Three Summerton police 
officers resign, Chief to retire

FIRST RESPONDERS

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

Three officers from the Summerton 
Police Department have resigned, and 
Police Chief Donell Dixon has announced 
his upcoming retirement, effective April 
18, 2025, according to information shared 
following the Feb. 11 Town Council 
meeting.

Mayor Keith Bowman stated that the 
resignations were not unexpected.

“It did not come as a surprise being 
that I, along with council, sat with each of 
these officers prior, and they informed us 
of their reasons for resigning,” Bowman 
said.

Regarding Chief Dixon’s retirement, 
Bowman clarified that the decision was 
unrelated to the resignations or any issues 
within the town.

“His decision was based on a personal 
matter,” Bowman said. “All of these offi-
cers expressed that this was not a town-re-
lated matter, and we wish them well on 
their future endeavors.”

Town officials have assured residents 
that the Summerton Police Department 
remains operational despite the resigna-
tions. Despite the town announcing the 
resignations on the same day, the officers 
had resigned throughout the month of 

February. They left as of the following 
dates: Officer A on Feb. 11, Officer B on 
Feb. 25, and Officer C on Feb. 28.

To address the vacancies, the town 
has initiated a recruitment campaign and 
is working with the Clarendon County 
Sheriff ’s Office to provide temporary law 
enforcement coverage.

“Sheriff Baxley has assured me, as 
well as council, that he will work with us 
to provide the needed law enforcement 
coverage during this transitional process 
beginning the last of February,” Bowman 
said. “The town has a very good relation-
ship with our county’s Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment. They have assisted the town before 
during transitional periods similar to this, 
and we are extremely grateful for their 
assistance.”

Despite the staffing changes, Bowman 
emphasized that public safety remains a 
priority.

“The citizens of Summerton can rest 
assured that their safety is our top priori-
ty,” he said.

Town officials reiterated that there is 
“no need to panic” and that the Claren-
don County Sheriff ’s Office will continue 
assisting as they have in the past.

This is a developing story. The Man-
ning Times will provide updates as more 
information becomes available.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

KEVIN JOHNSON: A 
LEGACY OF SERVICE, FAITH, 
AND LEADERSHIP
BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

For over three decades, Kevin John-
son has been a pillar of leadership in 
Clarendon County and beyond. From 
his humble beginnings as a self-de-
scribed “military brat” 
to his tenure as Mayor of 
Manning, South Carolina 
State Representative, and 
State Senator, Johnson’s 
career has been defined 
by service, integrity, and 
a deep commitment to 
his community. His story 
is not just one of politi-
cal success but of faith, 
family, and a passion for 
uplifting others.

Rooted in service
Born into a military 

family, Johnson spent 
his early years moving from state to 
state, gaining a diverse perspective that 
would shape his future in leadership. 
His father served in the U.S. Army for 
21 years, instilling discipline and resil-
ience, while his mother’s generosity and 
dedication to helping others became the 

cornerstone of his approach to public 
service.

“I grew up in a family where doing 
for others and helping wherever we 
could help was expected. It was the 
norm,” Johnson recalled.

From an early age, he was taught the 
value of hard work, hon-
esty, and education. These 
principles would guide him 
through a career marked by 
dedication and an unwav-
ering commitment to his 
constituents.

A family that stands 
together

Public service often 
demands long hours and 
difficult decisions, but 
Johnson credits his family 
for providing unwavering 
support throughout his 
career.

His wife, Gloria “Bee” Johnson, has 
been his steadfast partner for over 50 
years. “She may not be seen openly, but 
she has always been working hard on 
behalf of our family and our communi-
ty,” he said.

Together, they raised three children, 

See JOHNSON, Page 5

f given the chance to live like you 
were dying, what would you do with 
your time? If you were told you had 
three to six weeks left on Earth, who 

would you spend your days with?
For beloved basketball coach and life-

long mentor Andy McLeod, these ques-
tions are no longer hypothetical.

McLeod, a Manning native, has spent 
his life dedicated to coaching and men-
toring young athletes. His journey began 

early, fueled by a love for basketball and 
a work ethic that set him apart. From 

childhood games on the court to 
leading teams from the sidelines, 

he has never strayed far from 
the sport that shaped him. His 
career took him across South 
Carolina, where he built pro-
grams, mentored athletes, and 
formed lifelong friendships. 
His impact extends beyond 
wins and championships. His 
legacy is the players he guid-
ed, the friendships he built, 
and the lessons he instilled.

Now, McLeod faces the 
toughest opponent of his life. 

Diagnosed with renal cell carci-
noma, he has made the decision 

to forgo aggressive chemotherapy 
and instead focus on living fully, 

surrounded by the people he loves. 
He refuses to be defined by illness or 

to let his final days be consumed by 
grief. Instead, he continues to do what 
he has always done: lead by example, 
show up for others, and embrace 
every moment with strength and 
humor.

This is the story of a coach, a 
mentor, a husband, a friend. A man 
who, even in the face of a terminal 
diagnosis, refuses to sit on the side-
lines. A man who is choosing to live 
like he is dying.

A life on the court
Close friend and mentor Bill Brewer 

has known McLeod since childhood 
and saw his potential early.

“I could tell as a little boy Andy was go-
ing to be tall, but in the 12th grade, he was 
a grown man. He’s about six feet, five inches 
and was as good as any player I had seen,” 
Brewer said. “When he was a little boy, he 
was so little. But he wanted to be a basket-
ball player, and let me tell you, he worked 
like the devil to be a player.”

McLeod played football and basketball 
at Laurence Manning Academy (LMA), 
excelling on state championship teams in 
both sports. He continued his basketball ca-
reer at Newberry College, where he played 
for three years before shifting his focus to 
academics. After graduating in 1993 with a 
degree in history, McLeod returned to LMA 
to begin his coaching career at just 21 years 
old.

“I stayed two years but kind of felt that I 
would always be seen as the former student. 
I felt the need to establish myself as a 
coach,” McLeod said.

He moved on to Williamsburg Academy, 
where he coached for six years, ultimately 
serving as athletic director and varsity foot-
ball coach before settling into his passion: 
basketball.

“My years at Williamsburg are so mem-
orable. It helped me establish my coaching 
and teaching careers,” McLeod said. “I be-
came ‘Coach Andy’ and not a former champ 
or student. I met so many good friends 
through coaching, and we are still friends to 
this day, 30 years later. It’s been an amazing 
journey.”

McLeod continued his coaching career at 
Hudgens Academy until it closed, prompt-
ing his return to LMA. He later spent eight 
years at Holly Hill Academy, all the while 
making an impact on the lives of young 
athletes.

A life well-loved
More than anything, McLeod’s life has 

been defined by deep friendships, strong 
family ties, and unwavering loyalty. He has 
spent the past few days back in Manning, 
surrounded by the people who have shaped 
his life.

“If anything happens, if things go south, 
I want to be in Manning. This is where my 

family is,” he said.
McLeod has 

found comfort in re-
connecting with old 
friends and reliving 
memories.

“It’s been won-
derful sitting around 
telling old stories,” he said. “[My friends and 
I] haven’t talked about the diagnosis, we 
haven’t talked about the disease. We’ve just 
talked and caught back up. A lot of them, 
I haven’t seen in so long. I know they care. 
They are worried, they are praying about it, 
but it’s not something we discuss when they 
visit. We just talk.”

To his closest friends, he is more than a 
coach or a mentor. He is family.

“He is my brother, he is my best friend,” 
said fellow coach and lifelong friend Will 
Epps. “When I was in seventh and eighth 
grade, I would be watching Andy play 
basketball. I looked up to him, he was who 
I wanted to be. I even wanted to wear his 
number when I played. After college, we 
just became best friends. He is the most loy-
al friend I have ever had. In life, if you are 
lucky enough to have one true friend, you 
are truly lucky. He is my one true friend.”

Epps recalled a moment from their 
youth that solidified their bond.

“He’s a competitor and the most brilliant 
coach, as smart as any coach I’ve met. 
He is someone I have always held in high 
regard in life,” Epps said. “I remember one 
Thanksgiving when I was 21 years old. I 
wrecked a soybean truck, spilling soybeans 
everywhere. Andy was the friend that left 
his Thanksgiving dinner to come help me 
literally pick soybeans up out of the road.”

Childhood friend Ron Lee remembers 
the McLeod home as a second home for 
him.

“I’m pretty sure Mr. Pete and Ms. Susie 
took extra jobs to keep us fed with mini 
pizzas, ice cream cups, and drinks,” Lee 
said. “We spent hours on end playing what 
Andy referred to as ‘option boption’ on the 
trampoline. This was where Mark Sexton 
and myself got crushed by Andy as he 
tackled the ball carrier. Of course, Andy 

See MCLEOD, Page 5
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Martha Conyers, 86, widow of Frank Conyers died 
Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at her residence. She was 
born September 23, 1938, in Clarendon County, SC. A 
daughter of the late Henry and Rose Kennedy Snider.

Public viewing 2:00PM til 6:00PM Tuesday, February 
18, 2025, at Hayes F. Samuels, Sr., Memorial Chapel, 
Manning, SC.

Celebration of life 12:00 Noon Wednesday, February 
19, 2025. At Hayes F. Samuels, Sr., Memorial Chapel, 
Manning, SC. Burial will follow in Junky Yard Cemetery, 
Manning, SC.

The family is receiving friends at her residence, 1146 
Waynes Drive, Manning SC.

God’s love and His provision of eternal 
salvation is the greatest peace and security 

we could ever hope for. 
We heard His truth, 
became convicted, 
we saw our need for a 
Savior, and by faith we 
repented of our sin, and 
cried out for Him to 
save us. Second Corin-
thians assures us that 
when we receive Jesus 
as our Lord, our old 

spirit becomes converted into a brand new 
creation.

Within this process, we became a child 
of God and our names were written in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life. How do we know this? 
Because the Bible teaches in many places 
including John 3:16, that whoever places 
their trust in God shall be saved. After we 
repent and are baptized and filled with the 
Holy Spirit, God’s plan is for us to grow 
strong in our faith, and become spiritually 
mature as the goal is to take on His nature 
and character – to be like Him.

If there comes a time when we inten-
tionally step off the narrow path, we can 
become what is called lukewarm or back-
slidden. I sing an old song called, “Your 
drifting too far from the shore” which is 
saying the Lord is beckoning for you to 
come back to Him. Yes, we all sin, but this 
does not mean we are lost again. The Holy 
Spirit will always convict God’s children 
to repent and then lead them back into a 
right relationship with Him. Remember 
the passage in Matthew 18:12 where Jesus 
leaves the ninety-nine to bring the one 
wayward sheep back into the fold. He loves 
His children and will never give up on us 
when we stray.

Romans chapter 6 explains about the 
transformed life and the dangers of sin 
after we are born-again. We should be en-
couraged to know that we cannot be made 
to disobey God as sin cannot overcome us 
or hold us captive any longer. Verse 14 says, 
“For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
you are no longer under the law, but now 
under His grace.” Verse 16 makes it clear 
that if we are drawn back into the darkness 
of disobedience, it’s because we made the 

decision to follow the enemy and turn 
away from God. “Don’t you realize that you 
choose your own master? You can embrace 
sin and death or obedience to God. The 
one to whom you offer yourself, they will 
be your master, and you will be their slave. 
Do you not comprehend that when you 
yield yourselves to either God or the devil, 
your behavior reveals the one you truly 
love?”

The point is that when we sin, we do 
not need to be saved and baptized again, 
we simply need to to be sorrowful for our 
rebellion and to repent for how we allowed 
our carnality to control us and disappoint 
Him. Sin should make the child of God 
nauseated and if it does not convict us, that 
individual has lost their reverential fear 
of God’s holiness. He is faithful to forgive 
and restore all those who are sincere. Grace 
allows us to be reconciled, and rededicate 
our promises to love and serve Him and be 
restored in our personal relationship with 
Him.

First John 1:6-10 reminds us of His 
willingness to forgive and reconcile us back 
to Him. Verse nine says, “If we confess our 

sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Psalm 51 is a beautiful collection of verses 
for repentant prayer. Verses 10-12, “Create 
in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a 
right spirit within me. Cast me not away 
from thy presence; and take not thy holy 
spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy 
of thy salvation; and sustain me by your 
mercy.”

Romans chapter 6 is such an amazing 
explanation of how a Christian has died to 
sin and is buried with Christ in His death. 
Then we are resurrected into a new cre-
ation as Christ rose from the dead by the 
glory of God the Father. Now when God 
sees us, He sees the righteousness of Christ. 
Romans 5:1-2 declares, that we have been 
justified by faith, which gives us joy and 
peace. May we wake up every morning and 
ask for an awareness of God’s presence, that 
we might be focused on Christ and be will-
ing to do His will. Yes, we will be tempted 
to sin, but we are always given the freedom 
to choose good or evil.

God always answers our prayers
LIVING ON PURPOSE

William
HOLLAND

Martha
CONYERS

Valiane Gail Goodman, 69, died Saturday, February 
15, 2025, at MUSC Health Florence Medical Center, 
Florence, SC. She was born April 7, 1955, in Clarendon 
County, SC. A daughter of the late Eva Mae Goodman.

The family is receiving friends at her residence, 1348 
Horse Branch Rd. Turbeville, SC.

Valiane
Gail

GOODMAN

Pamela “Pam” Denise Rogers Brunson, 53, wife of 
Henry Franklin “Lin” Brunson III, died Wednesday, 
February 12, 2025.

Born August 14, 1971, in Manning, she was the 
daughter of Oleta Welch Rogers and the late Carnell 
Bobby Rogers. She was a member of Alcolu Church of 
God of Prophecy. 

She is survived by her husband of 27 years of Alcolu; 
her mother of Alcolu; a brother, Chris Rogers (Dean) of 
Lake View; mother-in-law, Marie T. Brunson of Alcolu; 
two sisters-in-law, Kathy Cramer (Larry) of Alcolu and 
Cheryl Blank (Bryan) of Manning; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

In addition to her father, she was preceded in death by 
her father-in-law, Henry Franklin “Frankie” Brunson, Jr. 

A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m. on Monday, 
February 17, 2025, at Pine Dale Pentecostal Holiness 
Church Cemetery with the Rev. Chris Galloway and the 
Rev. Elton “Pappy” Hilton officiating. 

The family will receive friends immediately following 
the graveside service and other times at the residence, 
3160 Tearcoat Road, Alcolu, SC 29001.

Memorials may be made to Alcolu Church of God of 
Prophecy, P.O. Box 1322, Alcolu, SC 29001.

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church 
Street, Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-
2179. www.stephensfuneralhome.org

Pamela
“Pam”
Denise

ROGERS

Jackie “Jack” Lee Secor, 89, husband of Cena Anne 
Hodge Secor, died Friday, February 14, 2025, at his 
home. 

Born September 11, 1935, in Los Angeles, CA, he was 
the son of the late Arthur Emmett Petersen and the late 
Lily May Abernathy Secor. He was a retired US Air Force 
veteran of the Vietnam War. 

He is survived by his wife of 65 years of Manning; two 
children, Dean Hodge Secor (Sonya) of Mt. Pleasant and 
Jackie La Cena Secor (Stephanie) of Columbia; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Darla Lee (Adam) of Manning; three grand-
children, Thomas David Secor, Jr. of Sumter, Grace Anne 
Secor and Brenda Ashleigh Secor, both of Mt. Pleasant; 
two step grandchildren, Greyson Wessinger and Peyton 
Wessinger of Columbia; a great grandson, Jack Secor; a 
great granddaughter, Katie Johnson; several nieces and 
nephews; and special friends, J.B. Hodge and Sellarhea 
Jordan. 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death 
by a son, Thomas David Secor, Sr.; and a grandson, Zach-
ary Douglas Secor. 

A funeral service will be held at 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
February 23, 2025, at Providence Baptist Church with 
the Rev. Dr. Harold Greene officiating. Burial with full 
military honors will follow in the Secor Family Ceme-
tery, 2590 Old Manning Road, Sumter.

Visitation will be one hour prior to the service from 2 
to 3 p.m. at Providence Baptist Church and other times 
at the residence, 1031 Calico Avenue, Manning. 

Memorials may be made to Providence Baptist 
Church Cemetery Fund, 2445 Old Manning Road, Sum-
ter, SC 29150.  

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church 
Street, Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-
2179. www.stephensfuneralhome.org
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Lois Caroline Pace “Charley” Schmidt, 72, entered the 
Pearly Gates and was welcomed by friends, family and 
Jesus on Thursday, February 13, 2025, at Lake Marion 
Nursing Facility.

Born June 16, 1952, in Washington, DC, she was 
the daughter of the late Willard Raye Pace and the late 
Mildred Virginia Ingram Pace. She was a real estate agent 
serving Clarendon and Sumter County with seventeen 
years of service. She was a member of Summerton Bap-
tist Church. 

She is survived by a son, Duane Brown (Lynn) of 
Summerton; two grandchildren, Jackson Pace Brown of 
Johnsonville and Steven Lavern Brown of Summerton; a 
great grandson, Aslan Pace Brown; two brothers, Larry 
Raye Pace (Rose) of Manning and Willard Bob Pace 
(Karla) of Sumter; and several nieces and nephews. 

A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
February 25, 2025, in the chapel of Stephens Funeral 
Home with the Rev. Don Witherspoon and the Rev. 
Billy Carlisle officiating. Burial will follow at Evergreen 
Memorial Park Cemetery in Sumter.

Pallbearers will be Troy Allan, Stan McLeod, Pace 
Brown, Steven Brown, Josh Griffin and Vince Watkins . 

Visitation will be one hour prior to the service from 
10 to 11 a.m. at Stephens Funeral Home and other times 
at the home of her son, 3962 Princess Pond Road, Sum-
merton. 

The family would like to thank Lake Marion Nursing 
Facility, Professional Care of Manning and Glenda Garris 
for her love and care the past two years. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Sum-
merton Baptist Church, P.O. Box 100, Summerton, SC 
29148.

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church 
Street, Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-
2179. www.stephensfuneralhome.org
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Jane Laverne Dymond, 88, widow of Howard Lanning 
Dymond, died Friday, February 14, 2025, at McLeod 
Hospice House. 

Born July 27, 1936, in Indiana, PA, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Arthur Clair Lentz and the late Florence B. 
Doumont Lentz. 

She is survived by a brother, Jack Lentz of Pennsylva-
nia; a sister, Joyce Rizzuto (Vito) of New Jersey; a daugh-
ter, Deborah “Debbie” Campbell (David) of Alcolu; a 
son, Gary Dymond (Karen) of Alcolu; four grandchil-
dren, Christopher Dymond (Avril) of Manning, Danielle 
Campbell (Jacob) of Columbia, Kayla Dymond Brooks 
(Steven) of Manning and William Campbell (Melody) of 
Columbia; seven great grandchildren; and several nieces 
and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.  
The family would like to thank McLeod Hospice 

House for above and beyond care given to Mama Jane 
and the family. A special thank you to Sheryl Miles and 
Cindy Floyd for helping to care for mom at home. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to McLeod 
Hospice House, 1203 E. Cheves Street, Florence, SC 
29506.

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church 
Street, Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-
2179. www.stephensfuneralhome.org

Jane
Laverne
DYMOND
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Dateline: Virginia Beach, Virginia, USA. I’m 
sitting at a table by a big window in a hotel restau-

rant. There is an excellent view of 
the beach and the Atlantic Ocean. 
It is almost daybreak. The sun is 
about to pop out of the ocean. The 
first sliver of orange comes over 
the horizon and the glory of the 
sunrise begins. The sun quick-
ly emerges from the ocean and 
shines brighter and it is hard to 
look at the light. The sun wins the 
staring contest and I look away.

	 It is a beautiful sight. The beach is pretty 
with only a few birds flying and a lone human walk-
ing his dog. My mind shifts gears from watching the 
beauty of the sunrise to a crazy thought of “What if 
the earth is flat?”

	 The beach of Virginia Beach is very wide. 
The ocean is not making many waves and it is a tran-
quil scene. The wide beach, flat ocean and the sun 
makes me think that this looks like the world could 
be flat looking this way.

	 A strange sight 
quickly interrupts 
my thoughts. The 
sun is up higher now. 
Looking through the 
big window I see a 
strange looking cloud. 
The cloud has an 
odd shape and some 
strange coloring. It 
looks gray with some 
shadowy colors on the 
bottom.  It could be a 
small lenticular cloud 
but now it seems to 
move. Well, a cloud 
could move by the 
wind or it could just 
be my mind being 
fooled by the changing 

light causing auto kinesis. This cloud does look like it 
is moving.

	 Now I know what it is. The cloud is actually 
some type of UFO. It looks just like a flying saucer 
that you would see at the beginning of the television 
show called “The X-Files”. Now my mind really jumps 
in a different direction.

	 If this thing is moving and it really is a UFO, 
where is it going? Virginia Beach has all sorts of Navy 
activity around and a lot of shipbuilding happens 
near here. Heck, Washington, D.C. is close by also. 
This could be the start of the invasion. I’ve gone from 
the flat earth to an alien invasion and the waitress 
hasn’t even taken my breakfast order.

	 Now what do I do? The cloud-UFO doesn’t 
appear to be moving now. Certainly it must be a lone 
cloud and my active imagination just running wild. It 
sure does look like a UFO though.

	 The waitress comes by and gets my order 
and when I look back the UFO has appeared to start 
moving again. To make matters worse, now there are 
five more UFOs to be seen looking through a differ-
ent window. This has to be it. The five UFOs have the 
same cloud shape but the bottoms have a metallic 
like ring around it. Is this the sun reflection or some 
sort of lighting system? I look out another window 
and don’t see anything.  There is just the one UFO to 
be seen through one window and five through the 
next window. How many of these things are coming 
to take over the Navy bases and maybe Washington, 
D.C.? 

	 The sun is higher now and I look for more 
of the saucer looking clouds and then realize that I’m 
looking at the reflection of the built in lights in the 
ceiling of the restaurant. I ask the waitress has she 
ever seen the funny looking reflections in the win-
dow. She thinks they do look like flying saucers. She 
said she used to be an X-Files fan too.

	 Breakfast came and I wrote some quick 
notes before trying to get my brain off of the flat 
earth and alien space ships. Some other people came 
in and said the clouds looked like some sort of space 
ship. I told them that it was the reflection of the 
restaurant lights and I had thought they were space 
ship too. Didn’t mention anything about the flat earth 
thought I had first.

	 They were the ones that thought space ships 
were coming. No need for them to think I’m some 
kind of nut.

UFO at 
Virginia Beach

Special Occasion? 
Make it even more special with an announcement in 

The Manning Times!

graduations | births | engagements | weddings | &  more!
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If this thing is 
moving and 
it really is a 
UFO, where 
is it going? 

MARCH 2

AMERICAN BASS ANGLERS

MT. HOPE SCROLLS

Bobby
JONTE

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MARCH 1

FISHERS OF MEN, DISTRICT 3
WEIGH-IN AT 3:00 P.M.

Letter from the editor
OPINION

Hello, Clarendon County!
I’m feeling extra grateful today as 

I reflect on all the 
things I love about 
our work, our 
community, and, 
most of all, the 
wonderful people 
who make it all 
worthwhile. 

Just this week-
end, our previous 
editor, Jake, was 

married, and as I danced with him 
alongside our co-workers Leigh Ann 
and Kat, I was reminded of one of the 
main reasons I love my job so much: 
because I get to work with such an 
amazing group of people. Don’t get me 
wrong, our office is a bit nuts. With 
only five of us, we do it all. Lending 
a hand even with tasks we weren’t 
specifically hired for, and always 

with minimal complaining. Come by 
around 5 on any random weekday and 
you’ll hear our contagious laughter 
and the cheerful echoes of “I love you! 
Drive safe!” as we head home. We’re 
girl’s girls, and it is one of the pure joys 
of my life to share this journey with 
these incredible women.

I also want to share my love for be-
ing a member of the Manning Rotary 
Club. It’s a fantastic group, and I feel 
we’ve all been infused with a renewed 
sense of energy lately. I often joke 
about being an unserious person with a 
very serious job, and in the beginning, 
sitting with some of those old-school, 
established businessmen and women 
was a little intimidating. But I think 
they’ve grown to love me as I pass out 
Valentine’s candy and share the corn-
iest dad jokes I can find. That group 
really has my heart!

And of course, I love you, Claren-

don County. Following county news, 
politics, and crime can sometimes feel 
divisive and disheartening. Reporting 
on this county while living here is no 
small feat, and I often wish I could just 
write “good” news, days filled with love 
and lollipops, but reality isn’t always 
that sweet. Still, I do my best to keep 
my head down, write the facts, and 
keep moving forward. Just know that, 
like you, my dear readers and neigh-
bors, I want nothing but the best for 
this county.

Thank you for being part of this 
vibrant community, for supporting 
local journalism, and for inspiring me 
everyday. Let’s keep celebrating the 
love, the laughter, and all the wonder-
ful things that make Clarendon County 
a truly special place.

Warm regards,
Melissa

Melissa
FOUST-MCCOY

The forgotten rain porch
POLAND’S VIEW

A reader and friend, Zilphy DuRant 
of Florence, South Carolina mailed 

me a letter and 
clipping from The 
Post and Courier 
about an archi-
tectural feature 
I’d never heard of, 
rain porches. In 
the clipping Seth 
Taylor wrote about 
the Pee Dee being 
the “birthplace of a 

porch unlike any other.”
Driving back from Chapel Hill, I 

saw a road worthy of my ramblings. In 
one of those life coincidences I came 
across what appears to be a house with 
a rain porch on North Carolina High-
way 79, which runs through Gibson, 
North Carolina. Zilphy, by the way, 
hails from Gibson.

Just a few miles across the South 
Carolina state line I spotted what 
seemed a rain porch on an old house 
missing its porch. Even so, it was 
obvious that the columns went to the 
ground and beyond where the porch 
would be. As Taylor wrote, “The 
columns aren’t attached to the floor; 
they’re freestanding.” So were these.

Now I’ll admit this so-called rain 
porch may simply be supports for 

ongoing restoration but its columns go 
straight to the ground and the columns 
themselves seem as old as the house. 
This rain porch will do to another one 
comes along, and it did. Near Cassatt, 
South Carolina, on old US Highway 1 I 
found a rain porch off the road a ways. 
Problem was it looked too modern 
all bricked up as it was. Cassatt does, 
however, have a classic rain porch 
house, the two-story, ca 1820 McCoy 
house. I aim to find it next time I’m 
driving old US 1 north of Camden.

Now this “rain porch” is known to 
some as a “Carolina porch.” They came 
to be in the early 1800s. and enjoyed 
popularity in the 1800s when such 
porches enjoyed a bit of fame and fash-
ion. Taylor wrote that they fell out of 
favor almost as quickly as they caught 
people’s fancy. It’s a mysterious thing, 
this rain porch and how it’s restricted 
to the Pee Dee.

Speculation holds that the porches 
provided a way to minimize rotting of 
porch timbers. Perhaps the porch kept 
gusts of rain from drenching porch 
sitters when a summer storm blew 
in. As I wrote several years back, it’s a 
vanishing art, porch sitting. There was 
a time when folks retired to the porch 
just to pass the time, and passing the 
time watching a storm roll in was and 

is relaxing for many.
The South Carolina Encyclopedia 

references rain porches. “A sheltered 
exterior residential living area, the rain 
porch consists of a roof structure with 
freestanding supports, in an anterior 
arrangement to a pier-supported, bal-
ustraded deck. This vernacular form 
typically occurs on houses from ca. 
1820 to ca. 1860 in the South Carolina 
counties located north of the Santee 
River and east of the Wateree and Ca-
tawba Rivers. Isolated examples have 
also been identified in Berkeley, Ches-
ter, Fairfield, Lexington, Newberry, 
and York Counties, as well as in central 
and eastern North Carolina counties 
along the South Carolina border.”

Whether you’ve seen a rain porch 
or not, my guess is you’ll be looking for 
one whenever you’re in the aforemen-
tioned regions. When you spot one, 
if you spot one, you’ll be witness to a 
small mystery. Exactly why were these 
super-sized porches built?

Many thanks to Zilphy DuRant 
and to The Post and Courier and Seth 
Taylor. Because of them I will return to 
Highway 79 and seek other rain porch-
es and more, for Highway 79 seems 
to be one of those roads where Father 
Time tarried a while and left stretches 
untouched by modern ways.

Tom
POLAND

FEBRUARY 25

WORLD SPAY DAY

FEBRUARY 22

MAJOR LEAGUE FISHING BFL 
REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WEIGH-IN 
AT 3:00 PM

MARCH 3-8

NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL FISHING 

LEAGUE

WEIGH-IN AT 3:00 PM

MARCH 15

MAR. 15 - CAROLINA BASS 

CHALLENGE
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Call 803-429-1309 or email palmettotraining.sc@gmail.com for Information

Class A CDL: Unrestricted
Weekday training - 4 to 6 weeks 

Weekend training – 8 to 12 weeks
You must be 18 years or older, have 

a valid South Carolina driver’s 
license, a DOT physical, and Class A 

CDL permit to attend.

Welding
Weekday classes available – 9:00am to 4:30pm

NCCER, OSHA 10 & forklift included, 
nationally certified

New students accepted every Monday 
Training – 11 Weeks

Forklift Training
One-day class

OSHA–10 training: Two-day class
No GED or high school diploma 

required!
Call 803-429-1309 for information

THE FOLLOWING OPPORTUNITY IS OFFERED BY PALMETTO TRAINING, INC.

Clarendon County Economic Development encourages potential students to take 
advantage of this workforce development opportunity being offered locally 

through Palmetto Training, Inc.

MCLEOD
FROM PAGE 1

supplied the crowd noise to his 
big hits as well. I’m not sure how 
no bones got broken. Maybe there 
were and we just weren’t told.”

McLeod’s friendships have 
always been built on laughter, 
shared memories, and unwavering 
support, but his most cherished 
relationship is with his wife, Mary.

“We actually went to church 
together at Emmanuel Baptist as 
children,” McLeod said. “In 2007, 
we were set up by friends. We had 
both been married and divorced, 
and she had two children. It was in 
God’s ultimate plan.”

McLeod embraced his role as 
a stepfather to Brooke and Buddy 
and later became a grandfather to 
Mailee Kate.

“Mary is the best thing I have 
done in my life,” McLeod said. 
“I’ve lived a life so many people 
would have loved to have lived.”

A diagnosis that changed 
everything

In 2017, McLeod underwent 
surgery after being diagnosed with 
renal cell carcinoma.

“I was diagnosed [with] renal 
cell carcinoma, kidney cancer. I 
could go back further, but I really 
don’t want to. The surgery in 2017 
was simple,” McLeod said.

Mary interjected.

“Well, he says that, but they 
removed his entire right kidney. 
Then the cancer returned in Au-
gust of 2023.”

In December 2024, McLeod 
underwent surgery to remove 
remaining cancerous growths 
that immunotherapy had failed 
to eliminate. A follow-up scan in 
January 2025 revealed another 
strain of cancer.

“They couldn’t seem to give me 
an answer to what could cure this, 
if anything,” McLeod said. “They 
told me we could try chemother-
apy, but it would take the harshest 
chemotherapy available. At first, I 
was gung-ho. OK, let’s do this, I’m 
a fighter.”

After weeks of research and re-
flection, McLeod made a decision.

“I just decided I don’t want to 
live the rest of my life sick and 
my family to see me sick,” he said. 
“I want to live out whatever life I 
have left in my way, in God’s way, 
however He wants me to live it. I 
don’t want to be sick, suffering and 
my loved ones to see me suffering.”

McLeod recalled witnessing his 
father’s suffering with cancer.

“I was unfortunate enough to 
see my father suffer through can-
cer at the end. He did not recog-
nize or know anybody the last few 
days of his life, and I don’t want 
that,” he said. “I don’t want my 
family to go through that. I know 
how hard it is on the family.”

Still, McLeod refuses to let his 
diagnosis define his final days.

“Life’s too short, and mine’s 
getting shorter, to just feel sorry 
for yourself,” McLeod said. “My 
family, my friends, would be so 
disappointed if that’s what I did. 
They wouldn’t accept it. So, this 
is how I’ll live with whatever 
time I have left. My oncologist is 
a super good man, but we don’t 
know. Only the Ultimate Physician 
knows how much time I truly have 
left.”

McLeod is determined to con-
tinue living on his own terms.

“I’m not naive enough to think 
[the doctors] are 100 percent. I 
know they’re not wrong, I’ve got 
less time than what I’ve had, but 
I’m not going to give up and feel 
sorry for myself,” he said. “I’m go-
ing to talk with people, visit with 
people, laugh with people. When 
Jimmy Valvano, head coach of 
basketball at NC State, was dying, 
he said, ‘Think every day, laugh 
every day, cry every day, and if you 
do that, you’re living a good life.’ 
That is what I am living by.”

As he repeated Valvano’s words, 
McLeod’s eyes welled up with 
tears. This was Coach Andy’s cry 
for the day.

A lasting impact on youth 
sports

Since 2017, McLeod has 
worked as the athletic director and 
sports coordinator for the City 
of Laurens Parks and Recreation 
Department.

“We were very fortunate that he 

kind of fell into our lap,” Parks and 
Recreation Director Jason Pridgen 
said. “One of the things that was 
really intriguing about Andy is, 
and I knew from his experience, 
that I could leave him in charge 
of every event that I had. He was 
wonderful at managing what he 
had to do.”

Despite his illness, the city has 
continued to provide McLeod with 
a salary.

“We trusted him for so long to 
take care of our program,” Pridgen 
said. “It’s the least we could do.”

Even now, McLeod’s mind 
remains on the program and the 
young athletes he has dedicated 
his life to mentoring.

“Yesterday, we talked like we 
always do, and Andy wanted to 
know how our Little League sign-
ups were going,” Pridgen said. “He 
wanted to know if we had a good 
turnout, who was coaching, and 
how the kids were looking. Then, 
of course, he asked about the [bas-
ketball] All-Stars. Who made the 
team, who’s coaching, how they’re 
doing. He’s in the fight of his life 
and he’s still thinking about those 
kids. That tells you everything you 
need to know about the kind of 
man he is.”

Pridgen recalled a meeting he 
attended just that morning.

“When I went to our All-Stars 
meeting and told them about An-
dy’s situation, they couldn’t believe 
it,” he said. “He’s been going to 
these meetings himself for the past 

seven years, building relationships, 
making sure our kids had every 
opportunity to succeed. Nobody 
even knew what he was going 
through because he never made it 
about himself.” 

Even as he faces his toughest 
opponent yet, McLeod’s heart 
remains with the game and the 
players who have meant so much 
to him.

A life without fear
Reflecting on his diagnosis, 

McLeod remains at peace.
“Mary asked me if I was scared 

after the diagnosis, and I said no, 
absolutely not. I’m not afraid to 
die. I’m afraid of what I’m leaving 
behind,” he said. “My family will 
be fine, my friends are going to be 
fine. This doesn’t mean I want to 
leave them, but I’m not scared of 
dying.”

Mary smiled as she recalled a 
moment that brought laughter into 
their home.

“Andy has always done the 
grocery shopping and the cooking. 
I never had to worry about any 
of that. When he couldn’t do it 
anymore, I was trying to cook one 
night, and the kitchen got smokey,” 
she said. “I remember Andy 
laughing and saying, ‘The Lord’s 
not gonna let me die because you 
will starve.’”

With whatever time he has left, 
McLeod remains grateful.

“It’s been just a wonderful life.”

MEMORIES. Clippings and snapshots from  Andy McLeod’s life.  (Photo C/O the McLeod Family)



HopeHealth now has three pharmacy locations
to serve Clarendon & Williamsburg Counties!
With features like the Rx Local App “Rx Ready” text 
messaging, mobile refi ll requests, medication listing, 
medication assistance for qualifying patients, and
more, HopeHealth Pharmacy is here to serve you!

hope-health.org/pharmacy

 HopeHealth Pharmacy Manning
Monday - Friday, 8am - 6pm
12 W. South Street, Manning, SC
(803) 825-4113

Williamsburg Pharmacy
Monday - Friday, 9am - 6pm | Saturdays, 9am - 1pm

 411 � urgood Marshall Hwy., Kingstree, SC
 (843) 355-3300

HopeHealth Pharmacy Greeleyville
Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm | Saturdays, 9am - 12pm

 215 Varner Avenue, Greeleyville, SC
 (843) 426-2170
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Kimberly, 
Kenneth, and 
Kyndra, all 
Manning High 
School gradu-
ates who went 
on to earn 

master’s degrees and serve their community 
in different capacities. Kimberly and Ken-
neth, both U.S. Army veterans, could have 
pursued careers in larger cities but chose 
instead to give back to the community that 
shaped them.

“I am happy that they chose serving our 
community over the big cities and the larger 
salaries,” Johnson said with pride.

His devotion to family extends beyond 
the home. Even in the height of his political 
career, faith and family remained his top pri-
orities. “Although I took my role as a public 
servant very seriously, my priority has always 
been faith and family first,” he emphasized.

A journey through public office
Johnson’s entry into public service was 

not born out of personal ambition but from 
the encouragement of others who saw his 
potential to lead.

After serving on the Manning City Coun-
cil, he was elected Mayor of Manning in 
2000, a position he held for 11 years before 
stepping onto the state stage. His decision to 
run for the South Carolina House of Repre-
sentatives in 2012 was heavily influenced by 
his supporters, who saw his ability to bring 
positive change.

“When my predecessor passed away, 
my [supporters] would not take no for an 
answer, so I ran and was successful in the 
election,” he explained.

His rise continued in 2013, when he won 
a seat in the South Carolina Senate, succeed-
ing the legendary Senator John Land, who 
had served for over 30 years.

“Senator Land was very well admired 
and respected. I knew there would be some 
mighty big shoes to fill,” Johnson said. Yet, 
with years of experience in local government 
and a deep understanding of his commu-
nity’s needs, he stepped into the role with 
confidence.

Throughout his tenure in both the House 
and Senate, Johnson became known for his 
advocacy in education, economic develop-
ment, and access to quality healthcare. Issues 
that remain critical for the people of Claren-
don County and beyond.

Faith as a guiding force
A lifelong believer in servant leadership, 

Johnson attributes much of his success to 
his faith and his commitment to community 
service.

“I learned long ago that the most im-
portant quality of a leader is to first of all be 
a servant,” he said. “Understanding that is 
what allowed me to be successful as a leader 
throughout our region, state, and country.”

As a member of Ebenezer Missionary 
Baptist Church since 1987, Johnson has 
leaned on his faith during the most difficult 
moments in his career. One such moment 
came on June 17, 2015, when a white su-
premacist entered Mother Emanuel AME 

Church in Charleston and killed nine Black 
parishioners, including Johnson’s friend and 
Senate colleague Rev. Clementa Pinckney.

“It was a tragic situation. It’s during times 
like that when you really must have a strong 
faith to rely on,” he said.

The future of Black leadership
Johnson has always viewed leadership as 

a responsibility, not a privilege. As a former 
board member of the National Conference of 
Black Mayors and longtime President of the 
South Carolina Conference of Black Mayors, 
he worked closely with leaders across the 
country to bring resources to smaller com-
munities like Manning.

He believes the next generation of Black 
leaders must focus on solutions, not division. 
“We don’t need leaders who have come here 
with the intent of trying to destroy what oth-
ers have worked hard to build over the years,” 
he said. “We need leaders who spend more 
time advocating and less time criticizing.”

A legacy of education and opportunity
If Johnson had to choose one area where 

he believes he made the biggest impact, it 
would be education.

“As a school board member for 12 years, 
a longtime member of the South Carolina 
Education Oversight Committee, and a 
member of the Senate Education Committee, 
I have always believed that education is the 
key to success,” he said.

His efforts to strengthen public schools, 
advocate for equitable funding, and create 
opportunities for young people stand as a 
testament to his commitment to progress.

“Everything that we desire to do in life 
is contingent on getting a good education,” 
Johnson stated. “With a good education, the 
sky’s the limit.”

A life beyond politics
Despite losing his Senate seat in the 2024 

election, Johnson remains committed to 
public service.

“Although I lost the election, nothing has 
changed,” he said. “I still intend to serve in 
whatever capacity I can to help improve the 
quality of life for others. Unlike others, I 
have always said that you don’t have to have a 
position or hold an office to serve.”

With new opportunities on the horizon, 
he remains determined to uplift his commu-
nity in any way he can.

“As a matter of fact, losing that election 
has given me a golden opportunity to do 
some things that I always wanted to do,” he 
said. “I have the time now, and I am working 
on some things, so stay tuned.”

A lasting impact
From City Hall to the State Senate, Kevin 

Johnson’s legacy is one of hard work, faith, 
and an unyielding commitment to serving 
others.

As Black History Month reminds us of the 
sacrifices and triumphs of African Ameri-
can leaders, Johnson’s story is one that not 
only celebrates the past but also inspires the 
future. His dedication to community, his love 
for his family, and his lifelong belief in the 
power of service make him a true leader as 
well as a lasting symbol of what is possible 
when one chooses to serve.

JOHNSON
FROM PAGE 1

BLACK HISTORY. Kevin Johnson spending time with his family and representing his 
community. (Photos C/O Kevin Johnson)
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«DR. STRANGE is a 2.5 year old, brown w/white, Bully Mix. Dr. Strange has been 
neutered, current on vaccinations, and tested negative for heartworms. He weighs around 60 
pounds. Dr. Strange does have some energy, but calms down once he gets out of his pen. He 
seems to get along with other dogs. Dr. Strange rides pretty well in a car. He loves to go for 
walks, and enjoys playing. If you are interested in adopting Dr. Strange, you can get pre – ap-
proved to adopt by submitting your adoption application online at www.ASecondChanceAni-

malShelter.com. Our adoption fee for dogs is $125.

«NORA is a 7 month old, grey tabby, female, Domestic Short Hair cat. Nora is current on 
all age appropriate shots, has been spayed, and tested negative for Feline Leukemia and Aids. 
She seems to get along with other cats. Nora can be a little shy at first, but she is very friendly 
once she warms up. Nora can be playful and energetic! Please stop by the shelter to see this 
adorable cat! Nora’s adoption fee is $100. If you are interested in adopting Nora, you can get 
pre – approved to adopt by submitting your adoption application online at www.ASecond-

ChanceAnimalShelter.com.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Strange package addressed to Manning confiscated
BY KATHERINE HUTCHINSON
mtscreporter@gmail.com

	 A	strange	package	was	confiscated	in	a	Mexico	
City	airport	on	Friday,	Dec.	30.	The	package	was	ad-
dressed	to	a	location	in	Manning,	SC	and	it	contained	
four	human	skulls	wrapped	in	plastic	and	aluminum	foil.	
Authorities	are	investigating	the	package	after	stating	
that	even	if	the	skulls	were	intended	for	medicinal	studies	
or	other	harmless	purposes,	the	transport	and	delivery	
method	used	was	illegal	and	unethical.

YEAR IN REVIEW

Two previous Town of  Summerton employees facing charges
BY LEIGH ANN MAYNARD
mtscreporter@gmail.com

 Indictments came down Monday, Jan. 23 
against two former City of Summerton employees, 
Amanda Salka and Anthony Smith, regarding the ongo-

ing investigation into the Town of Summerton’s water 
system. Both Salka and Smith are accused of misrepre-
sentation of facts related to the operation of the public 
water system. The state’s Attorney General’s office alleges 
that Salka and Smith knowingly submitted falsified docu-
ments to the Department of Health and Environmental 

Control (DHEC) during a DHEC investigation of the 
town of Summeton’s water systems.
 Both defendants were granted Personal Recog-
nizance bonds of fifteen thousand dollars and have until 
Friday, Jan. 27 at noon to turn themselves in to Claren-
don County Detention Center for processing. 

YEAR IN REVIEW

Historical African American school is being restored
BY LEIGH ANN MAYNARD
mtscreporter@gmail.com

A press release by Ray Evans reads:
 “Pleasant Grove School , in the lumber town of 
Alcolu, was established for African-American students 
in 1933 , following the purchase of the 3 acres of land 

by Clarendon County School District 2. It was the first 
public school for black students in Clarendon County. 
The building has been vacant since the school closing in 
1953 due to the South Carolina equalization program. In 
1992, nearly 40 years later , Rebecca Scott  purchased the 
school and repurposed it as a community center for the 
next decade. Sadly, the building fell into despair and by 

2004 was no longer used.
 Pleasant Grove School Restoration committee 
will be working on the school building on   February 
21-22, 2023 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The address is 7131 
US-301, Alcolu, SC 29001. The committee is passionate 
about the preservation and protection of the historical, 
cultural and agricultural heritage.  

YEAR IN REVIEW

Police statement on hostage situation
submitted

 On March 09, 2023, around 12:41pm, the 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s Office received a call of a 
break-in in progress at 1411 Spigner Road in the Al-
colu area. Clarendon County dispatchers stated that the 
female caller had stopped communicating with them, but 

they could hear her speaking with what they believed was 
a male subject in the background of the call. Deputies 
arrived on scene at Spigner Road at approximately 12:45 
p.m. and by 12:48 p.m. at least 6 deputies were on the 
scene.
 The woman was being held hostage but was 
rescued by police and the suspect was apprehended. On 
March 16, Ronald Ray Broadnax was discharged from 

McLeod Florence Medical Center in Florence SC.  
 Broadnax was subsequently arrested after his 
discharge for pending charges in Clarendon County for:
-Kidnapping – Felony with a penalty not to exceed 30 
years in Prison.
-Burglary 1st – Felony with a penalty of 15 years to Life 
in Prison

YEAR IN REVIEW

Pansy Ridgeway, first female Mayor of Manning, dies at 92
submitted

 Pansy Ridgeway, 92, died Sunday, April 2, 2023, 
at her home, surrounded by her family. 
 Born Jan. 1, 1931, in Manning, she was a daugh-
ter of the late Henry Badger Ridgeway and the late Ruth 
Eleanor Riggs Ridgeway. She was a graduate of Furman 

University and former co-owner and operator of Polly & 
Pansy’s Shoppe. She was the first female Manning City 
Council member for eight years and served as Mayor of 
Manning for 26 years. She was the first woman president 
of the South Carolina Municipal Association. She chaired 
the Santee-Lynches Council and she received the Order 
of the Palmetto from Governor Richard W. Riley. Miss 

Pansy was instrumental in obtaining one million dollars 
in grant money for Clarendon Memorial Hospital. She 
was a member of Manning First Baptist Church.
 She is survived by her sister, Polly R. Sankus of 
Manning; and a host of nieces and nephews including 
two special nieces, Dianne Galloway and Debbie Walker, 
who thought of Miss Pansy as a second mother.
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SUMMERTON DRUGS
MEN AND WOMEN’S DIABETIC SHOES

WOMEN’S

AVAILABLE IN SIZES 7-13m, 
NARROW-XX WIDE

MEN’S

AVAILABLE IN SIZES 7-17, 
NARROW-XX WIDE

Coverage is for anyone with Medicare Part B (or other qualified insurance) 
who has diabetes, appropriate documentation from a qualified physician, and:
Previous amputation of the foot, or part of either foot, or History of ulcers, or History of pre-ulcerative calluses, 
or Diabetic Neuropathy with evidence of Callus formation, or Foot deformity, or Poor blood circulation

Dozens of 
styles available!

115 Main St, Summerton
PH: 803.485.2230

FAX: 803.485.4306
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Attorney: J. Thomas Thompson

Address: PO Drawer 669 King-

stree, SC 29556

(10/05-10/19)

ESTATE: Leonard Lee Mitchum

Case No# 2023ES1400301

Personal Representative: Mary 

Jo McCarthy Mitchum

Address: 113 McLeod Rd Manning 

SC 2912

Attorney: N/A

(10/05-10/19)

ESTATE: Sellerstein Prince

Case No# 2023ES1400323

Personal Representative: James 

Henry King

Address: 2051 Little Star Road 

Alcolu, SC 29001

Attorney: N/A

(10/05-10/12)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE COURT OF COMMON 

PLEAS

THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF CLARENDON CASE 

NO.: 2023-CP-14-00334

Cecil David Casselman, Jr., Plain-

tiff, )

LIS PENDENS

vs. 

Elaine Casselman, Dana S. Cas-

selman, Layne Drew Casselman 

and Kara Brooke  Casselman 

Ramirez, Richard Roe, a fictitious 

person representing a s a class  

any unknown person or persons  

suffering under legal disability 

having a  claim and/or lien upon 

the property  described herein 

and Mary Roe, a fictitious person 

representing as a class any un-

known heirs of Cecil David Cas-

selman, Sr. claiming an interest 

in the property described herein, 

Notice is hereby given that an 

action has been commenced and 

is pending in this Court upon the 

Complaint of the above-named 

Plaintiff, against the above-

named Defendants for an action 

to quiet title of the below de-

scribed premises:

All that piece, parcel or lot of 

land lying, being and situate 

in the County of Clarendon, 

State of South Carolina, School 

District No. 2, containing 3.05 

acres, more or less, as shown on 

that certain plat of H.F. Oliver, 

Surveyor dated March 22, 1977 

and recorded in the Office of the 

Register of Deeds for Clarendon 

County in Plat Book 29 at Page 

190 having the following bounds 

and measurements: On the 

North by lands of M.C. Hardy, the 

canal being the line, measuring 

thereon 212.53 feet; On the West 

by lands of W.C. & Ada M. Parker, 

measuring thereon 636 feet; On 

the South by an unpaved county 

road, measuring thereon 214.1 

feet; On the East by lands of M.C. 

Hardy, measuring thereon 632 

feet.

Coffey & McKenzie, P.A.

BY: s/Joseph K. Coffey

Attorney for the Plaintiff

P.O. Box 1292

2 North Brooks Street

Manning, SC 29102

803-435-8915 – Fax

(09/28-10/12)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON 

PLEAS

THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF CLARENDON 

CASE NO.: 2023-CP-14-00334

Cecil David Casselman, Jr., 

Plaintiff, 

SUMMONS

vs. 

Elaine Casselman, Dana S. Cas-

selman, Layne Drew Casselman 

and Kara Brooke  Casselman 

Ramirez, Richard Roe, a  ficti-

tious person representing a s 

a class any unknown person or 

persons suffering under legal 

disability having a claim and/or 

lien upon the property described 

herein and Mary Roe, a fictitious 

person representing as a class 

any unknown heirs of Cecil David 

Casselman, 

Sr. claiming an interest in the 

property described herein, 

Defendants. 

TO: THE DEFENDANTS ABOVE 

NAMED:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 

and required to answer the Com-

plaint in this Action, a copy of is 

herewith served upon you and to 

serve a copy of your Answer to 

said Complaint on the Subscrib-

ers, Coffey & McKenzie, P.A., 2 

North Brooks Street, P.O. Box 

1292, Manning, South Carolina 

29102, within thirty (30) days 

after service hereof, exclusive 

of the day of said service; and if 

you fail to answer the Complaint 

within the time aforesaid, the

Plaintiff herein will apply to the 

Court of the relief demanded in 

the Complaint.

Coffey & McKenzie, P.A.

BY: s/Joseph K. Coffey

Attorney for the Plaintiff

P.O. Box 1292 

2 North Brooks Street

Manning, SC 29102

803-435-8847 – Office

September 18, 2023 803-435-

8915 – Fax

(09/28-10/12)

Can’t Adopt But Want to Help?
The shelter is always accepting 

donations of puppy, dog, kitten, and 
cat food as well as cat litter, beds, 

blankets, sheets, and towels. 

«EEYORE Hello, I’m “Endearing” Eeyore, your future best friend! I’m a sweet 6-year-old 
Carolina Dog mix who’s heartworm positive, neutered and current on vaccinations.  Now that 
we got the details out of the way, I love to romp around the pen and go for walks (to show off 
my leash skills) but there are times that I’m just chill. Also, every now and then I tend to defy 
gravity, so a home with a secure yard and a high fence is a must for me. I seem to get along 
with most dogs too.  I’ve got a lot of love to give. I’m just waiting patiently for that right person 

to share it with.
 «PENELOPE Hi there, I’m “Purrfect” Penelope, a 10-month-old domestic shorthair fuzz-
ball who’s a bundle of fun. I’m known for my congenial and sweet nature. I adore spending 
time with my feline friends here in the shelter. I have a playful spirit that brings joy to every-
one around me. I’m a social butterfly, always ready to make new friends. My dream is to find 
a forever home where I can share my love and happiness. I promise to fill your home with 
endless cuddles and playful moments. I am spayed, tested negative for Feline Leukemia and 

Aids and current on age-appropriate vaccinations.
If you are interested in adopting either Eeyore or Penelope, or any of the other wonder-
ful pets at the shelter, you can get pre-approved by completing our online application at 

www.ASecondChanceAnimalShelter.com.  Adoption fees:  Dogs:  $125   Cats: $100

(803) 473-7075
5079 Alex Harvin Hwy. Manning, SC

PAGE 6  |  Thu, Feb. 20, 2025 Thu, Feb. 20, 2025 	 PETS OF THE WEEK	      The Manning Times  |  MANNINGLIVE.COM

We get you

For a faster internet 
connection that helps you 
perfect every recipe, sign up 
for FTC Internet today.

From streaming 
new recipes to 
downloading dinner 
party playlists,  
FTC Internet helps  
you seamlessly  
serve up your next  
delicious creation.

At FTC,

Because  
we are you

ftcinet.com | 888.218.5050



1 week - $15  »  2 weeks - $20  »  3 weeks - $30 4 weeks - $40  »  Web - $10 extraCLASSIFIEDS
NEW
I BUY OLD CONCERT 
POSTERS, MOVIE POSTERS, 
LOBBY CARDS, PRE-1970 
COMIC BOOKS, 1930’S 
BLUES 78’S, (213) 944-9601 
OR STREETSOF2024@
GMAIL.COM

REPEAT
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
KIDS. YOUR DONATION 
HELPS FUND THE SEARCH 
FOR MISSING CHILDREN. 
ACCEPTING TRUCKS, 
MOTORCYCLES & RV’S , 
TOO! FAST FREE PICKUP 
– RUNNING OR NOT – 24 
HOUR RESPONSE – 
MAXIMUM TAX DONATION 
– CALL (888) 515-3810

 REPLACE YOUR ROOF 
WITH THE BEST LOOKING 
AND LONGEST LASTING 
MATERIAL – STEEL FROM 
ERIE METAL ROOFS! THREE 
STYLES AND MULTIPLE 
COLORS AVAILABLE. 
GUARANTEED TO LAST 
A LIFETIME! LIMITED 
TIME OFFER UP TO 50% 
OFF INSTALLATION + 
ADDITIONAL 10% OFF 
INSTALL (FOR MILITARY, 
HEALTH WORKERS & 1ST 
RESPONDERS.) CALL ERIE 
METAL ROOFS: 1-855-900-
1261

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR MAY BE 
COVERED BY MEDICARE! 
RECLAIM INDEPENDENCE 
AND MOBILITY WITH THE 
COMPACT DESIGN AND 
LONG-LASTING BATTERY 
OF INOGEN ONE. FREE 
INFORMATION KIT! CALL 
833-230-8692

 WE BUY HOUSES FOR 
CASH AS IS! NO REPAIRS. 
NO FUSS. ANY CONDITION. 
EASY THREE STEP 
PROCESS: CALL, GET CASH 
OFFER AND GET PAID. GET 
YOUR FAIR CASH OFFER 
TODAY BY CALLING LIZ 
BUYS HOUSES: 1-855-704-
3381
DENTAL INSURANCE FROM 
PHYSICIANS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 
COVERAGE FOR 400 
PLUS PROCEDURES. REAL 
DENTAL INSURANCE – NOT 
JUST A DISCOUNT PLAN. 
DO NOT WAIT! CALL NOW! 
GET YOUR FREE DENTAL 
INFORMATION KIT WITH ALL 

THE DETAILS! 1-855-397-
7030 WWW.DENTAL50PLUS.
COM/60 #6258

SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICA’S #1 WALK-IN TUB. 
COMPREHENSIVE LIFETIME 
WARRANTY. TOP-OF-THE-
LINE INSTALLATION AND 
SERVICE. NOW FEATURING 
OUR FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE AND $1600 
OFF FOR A LIMITED TIME! 
CALL TODAY! FINANCING 
AVAILABLE. CALL SAFE STEP 
1-877-852-0368

 

AUCTIONS NEW 
LOWCOUNTRY & 
MIDLANDS ONLY
HUGE PUBLIC AUCTION. 
SAT., FEB. 8 AT 9:30AM. 
138 LITTLE TOOT LANE, 
DORCHESTER, SC. SELLING 
FOR MR. AND MRS. TERRY 
CARROLL. AT PRESS TIME 
WE ARE STILL TAGGING 
ITEMS. WILL BE AN ALL 
DAY AUCTION INCLUDING 
BUT NOT LIMITED TO 
CARS, VANS, BOX TRUCK, 
SHOP EQUIP., TONS OF 
TOOLS, SEVERAL UTILITY 
TRAILERS, FURNITURE, 
NEON SIGNS, GLASSWARE, 
ADVERTISING ITEMS, 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES 
OF ALL KINDS, AND SO 
MUCH MORE! PREVIEW FRI., 
FEB. 7 FROM 10AM-6PM. 
BROWSE WEBSITE: WWW.
COGBURNAUCTION.COM. 
803-860-0712

 

REPEAT
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION 
IN 80 S.C. NEWSPAPERS 
FOR ONLY $375. YOUR 
25-WORD CLASSIFIED AD 
WILL REACH MORE THAN 1.5 
MILLION READERS.  CALL 
RANDALL SAVELY AT THE 
S.C. NEWSPAPER NETWORK, 
803-750-9561.

HELP WANTED – DRIVERS
ADVERTISE YOUR 
DRIVER JOBS IN 80 S.C. 
NEWSPAPERS FOR ONLY 
$375. YOUR 25-WORD 
CLASSIFIED AD WILL 
REACH MORE THAN 1.5 
MILLION READERS.  CALL 
RANDALL SAVELY AT THE 
S.C. NEWSPAPER NETWORK, 
803-750-9561.

CAMP BOB COOPER 
(CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
YOUTH LEARNING 
INSTITUTE) SUMMERTON, 
SC IS NOW HIRING FOR 
PART-TIME FOOD SERVICE 
WORKERS, UP TO 28 
HOURS PER WEEK $10.00 
PER HOUR, SHIFTS VARY, 
SOME WEEKENDS.  MUST 
HAVE A VALID ID, RELIABLE 
TRANSPORTATION, 
AND BE ABLE TO PASS A 
BACKGROUND CHECK.  
PLEASE CALL 803-478-2105.
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY IS 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER

MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALE
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES WITH 
BRIGGS & STRATTON 
POWERPROTECT(TM) 
STANDBY GENERATORS 
– THE MOST POWERFUL 
HOME STANDBY 
GENERATORS AVAILABLE. 
INDUSTRY-LEADING 
COMPREHENSIVE 
WARRANTY OF 7 YEARS 
($849 VALUE.) PROUDLY 
MADE IN THE U.S.A. CALL 
BRIGGS & STRATTON 1-855-
212-3281.

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY WITH A 
GENERAC HOME STANDBY 
GENERATOR. ACT NOW 
TO RECEIVE A FREE 
5-YEAR WARRANTY WITH 
QUALIFYING PURCHASE. 
CALL 1-844-775-0366 TODAY 
TO SCHEDULE A FREE 
QUOTE. IT’S NOT JUST A 
GENERATOR. IT’S A POWER 
MOVE.

 ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LEAFFILTER, THE MOST 
ADVANCED DEBRIS-
BLOCKING GUTTER 
PROTECTION. SCHEDULE 
A FREE LEAFFILTER 
ESTIMATE TODAY. 20% OFF 
ENTIRE PURCHASE. PLUS 
10% SENIOR & MILITARY 
DISCOUNTS. CALL 1-855-
875-2449.

 TELEVISION & INTERNET 
SERVICES
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET 
– GET YOUR FAVORITE LIVE 
TV, SPORTS AND LOCAL 
CHANNELS. 99% SIGNAL 
RELIABILITY! CHOICE 
PACKAGE, $84.99/MO FOR 

12 MONTHS. HBO MAX 
AND PREMIUM CHANNELS 
INCLUDED FOR 3 MOS 
(W/CHOICE PACKAGE OR 
HIGHER.) NO ANNUAL 
CONTRACT, NO HIDDEN 
FEES! SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. CALL IVS 1-855-237-
9741

 DIRECTV- ALL YOUR 
ENTERTAINMENT. 
NOTHING ON YOUR 
ROOF! SIGN UP FOR 
DIRECTV AND GET YOUR 
FIRST THREE MONTHS 
OF MAX, PARAMOUNT+, 
SHOWTIME, STARZ, MGM+ 
AND CINEMAX INCLUDED. 
CHOICE PACKAGE $84.99/
MO. SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. CALL DIRECTV 1-844-
624-1107

 GET DISH SATELLITE TV + 
INTERNET!  FREE INSTALL, 
FREE HD-DVR UPGRADE, 
80,000 ON-DEMAND 
MOVIES, PLUS LIMITED TIME 
UP TO $600 IN GIFT CARDS. 
CALL TODAY! 1-877-542-
0759

 VACATION RENTALS
ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION 
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR 
SALE TO MORE THAN 1.5 
MILLION S.C. NEWSPAPER 
READERS. YOUR 25-
WORD CLASSIFIED AD 
WILL APPEAR IN 80 S.C. 
NEWSPAPERS FOR ONLY 
$375. CALL RANDALL 
SAVELY AT THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA NEWSPAPER 
NETWORK, 803-750-9561. 

FOR SALE
RHYTHM PORTABLE 
OXYGEN KIT  EXT BATTERY 
, HOUSE CHARGER, AUTO 
CHARGER
NEBULIZER KIT $75.00
WALKER $25.00
OLDER WHEELCHAIR 
$50.00
RE SOUND HEARING AIDS 
$2000.00
CALL PHIL 443-857-1352

14’ ALUMINUM BOAT WITH 
TRAILER  TWO MOTORS 
ONE GAS/ ONE ELECTRIC  
$2500.00
8’ ALUMINUM BRAKE- GOOD 
SHAPE  $575.00
CALL PHIL 443-857-1352
(02/06)
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF ESTATES

ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST 

THE FOLLOWING ESTATES MUST FILE 

THEIR CLAIMS ON FORM #371ES WITH THE 

PROBATE COURT OF CLARENDON COUNTY, 

THE ADDRESS OF WHICH IS 411 SUNSET 

DR. MANNING SC 29102 WITHIN EIGHT (8) 

MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

OR WITHIN ONE (1) YEAR FROM DATE OF 

DEATH, WHICHEVER IS EARLIER (SCPC 62-3-

801, ET SEQ.) OR SUCH PERSONS SHALL BE 

FOREVER BARRED AS TO THEIR CLAIMS. ALL 

CLAIMS ARE REQUIRED TO BE PRESENTED IN 

WRITTEN STATEMENTS ON THE PRESCRIBED 

FROM (FORM #371 ES) INDICATING THE NAME 

AND ADDRESS OF THE CLAIMANT, THE BASS 

OF THE CLAIM, THE AMOUNT CLAIMED, THE 

DATE WHEN THE CLAIM WILL BECOME DUE, 

THE NATURE OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE 

CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION OF ANY SECURITY 

AS TO THE CLAIM WILL BECOME DUE, THE 

NATURE OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE 

CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION OF ANY SECURITY 

AS TO THE CLAIM. 

ESTATE: Debra Lucinda Welch

Case No: 2025ES1400031

Personal Representative: Janalyn M Miles

Address: 1034 Miles RD, Scranton, SC 29591

Attorney: Elbert K. Turbeville

Address: PO Box 699, Lake City, SC 29560

(2/20-3/6) 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION

Notice is hereby given that Georgio’s Restau-

rant . intends to apply to the South Carolina

Department of Revenue for a license and/or 

permit that will allow the sale and On-Premises 

consumption of Beer and Wine at 5978 Alex 

Harvin HWY, Manning, SC 29102. To object 

to the issuance of this license and/or permit, 

you must submit form ABL-20, postmarked no 

later 3/7//25

Mail protests to SCDOR, ABL Section, PO Box 

125, Columbia, SC

29214-0907 or email to

ABL@dor.sc.gov.

(02/20/25)
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF 
ESTATES
ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST THE 
FOLLOWING ESTATES 
MUST FILE THEIR CLAIMS 
ON FORM #371ES WITH 
THE PROBATE COURT OF 
CLARENDON COUNTY, THE 
ADDRESS OF WHICH IS 411 
SUNSET DR. MANNING SC 
29102 WITHIN EIGHT (8) 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS OR WITHIN ONE (1) 
YEAR FROM DATE OF DEATH, 
WHICHEVER IS EARLIER 
(SCPC 62-3-801, ET SEQ.) 
OR SUCH PERSONS SHALL 
BE FOREVER BARRED AS TO 
THEIR CLAIMS. ALL CLAIMS 
ARE REQUIRED TO BE PRE-
SENTED IN WRITTEN STATE-
MENTS ON THE PRESCRIBED 
FROM (FORM #371 ES) 
INDICATING THE NAME AND 
ADDRESS OF THE CLAIMANT, 
THE BASS OF THE CLAIM, 
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED, THE 
DATE WHEN THE CLAIM WILL 
BECOME DUE, THE NATURE 
OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO 
THE CLAIM, AND A DESCRIP-
TION OF ANY SECURITY AS 
TO THE CLAIM WILL BECOME 
DUE, THE NATURE OF ANY 
UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE 
CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION 
OF ANY SECURITY AS TO THE 
CLAIM.

ESTATE: Mae Edith Burgess

Case No: 2023ES1400026
Personal Representative: Kelvin 
R McElveen
Address: 1493 Oakdale Road  
New Zion, SC 29111
Attorney: N/A
(02/02-02/16)
ESTATE: Rebecca Pauline Bryant
Case No: 2023ES1400030
Personal Representative; George 
Allen Bryant Jr
Address: 1482 Hodge Circle 
Manning SC 29102
Attorney: N/A
(02/10-02/24)

Estate: Nancy Ann McKenzie 
Ham
Case No: 2022ES1400399
Personal Representative: Sara 
Davis
Address: 109 Stonewalk Dr, Rin-
con GA 31326
Attorney: N/A
(02/10-02/23)

NOTICE OF ABANDONED VE-
HICLE
Owner: Antionette Fulton
Make: Mercedes Benz
Model: C350
Year: 2008
Tag Number : UBA441SC
VIN #: WDDGF56X58R020529
Please be advised that the above 
described item that I have at my
place of business has been re-
paired, towed or stored and the 
amount of

charges as of December 7th, 
2022 are $791.51. the item listed 
above
has been repaired, towed or 
stared and must be claimed 
within thirty
(30) days Pursuant to Code 
Section 29-15-10 as of the 1976 
SC Code of
Laws, as amended this property 
will be sold at public auction to 
the
highest bidder after thirty (30) 
days have expired. Sale notices 
will
be posted in three (3) public 
places for 15 days prior to sale. 
A copy
of this notice will be sent by cer-
tified mail to all lien holders of
record. Storage charges of 
$30.00 per day wo;; be added 
until this
property is claimed and the 
charges are paid.
West Manning Auto Repair
1431 Georgia Pacific Rd Alcolu 
SC 29001
(2/10)

NOTICE OF ABANDONED VE-
HICLE
Owner: Lee W Bozier
Address: 8443 Hwy 17, North 
McClellanville, SC 29458
Lien Holder: BridgeCrest Accep-
tance Corp
Address: PO Box 2997, Phoenix 

Az. 85062
Please be advised that the above 
described item that I have at my
place of business has been re-
paired, towed or stored and the 
amount of
charges as of May 5th,2022 are 
$6,000. the item listed above 
has been
repaired, towed or stared and 
must be claimed within thirty 
(30) days
Pursuant to Code Section 29-
15-10 as of the 1976 SC Code of 
Laws, as
amended this property will be 
sold at public auction to the 
highest
bidder after thirty (30) days 
have expired. Sale notices will be
posted in three (3) public places 
for 15 days prior to sale. A copy 
of
this notice will be sent by certi-
fied mail to all lien holders of
record. Storage charges of 
$35.00 per day wo;; be added 
until this
property is claimed and the 
charges are paid.
The property is located on 1679 
Olanta Hwy, Turbevile, SC 29162
803-460-3608
(02/10)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CLARENDON
IN THE MATTER OF ESTATE OF 
LEE DOUGHTY

FOR RENT
OWN LAND IN SOUTH 
CAROLINA? Our Hunters will 
Pay Top $$$ to lease your 
land. Call now for free info 
packet 1-866-309-1507 www.
BaseCampLeasing. com / 
Ref# SC11721

FOR RENT
3 bdrm, 2 ba Double Wide 
near Lake, $750 per month  
plus security deposit.
Includes water. 
Recently remodeled
For information call 980-
328-9511 or 803-478-4655
(12/5-12/22)
 
FOR RENT
2bdrm, 2 ba, single wide near 
lake, $700 per month plus 
security deposit.
Includes water.
Recently Remodeled. 
For information call 980-
328-9511 or 803-478-4655
(12/15-12/22)

FOR RENT
3 bedrooms, 2 bath,  House 
for rent in Sugar Hill area of 
Manning.
$700 per month rent, $700 
Security deposit. Contact 
803-410-4321 or
more information.
(12/15)

FOR RENT
Woodland Park Apts
146 N 5th St.
Manilla IA
1,2 and 3 bd apts. All new 
utilities included. Contact 
Zoul Properties.com
or call 712-469-4033

WANTED
Seeking Emergency Medical 
Technicians
(Basic, Advanced, and 
Paramedic welcome) for
fulltime and part-time 
positions for a non urgent
ambulance stretcher 
transport company.
Company is Local to 
Clarendon and Sumter
County. Competitive pay, 
health insurance, dental 

and vision insurance, 
supplemental insurance and 
paid time off after one year. 
Also seeking responsible 
drivers with clean motor 
vehicle records for full-time 
and part-time positions at 
a non urgent ambulance 
stretcher transport service. 
Must be 21 years of age, 
must be presentable when 
in uniform. Must be prompt, 
courteous, and professional. 
Competitive pay, on the job 
training, health insurance, 
dental and vision insurance,
supplemental insurance and 
paid time off after
one year. Call East Palmetto 
Ambulance Service at 
803-473-8000 to set up a 
meeting to apply in person.

AUTO DETAILING
Mobile car detailing. We 
come to you. Car wash, wax 
and vacuum. Call for esti-
mates and availability. Eddie 
@ (803) 410-1369

TV & INTERNET SERVICES
AT&T Internet. Starting at 
$40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 1-855-
724-3001.

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! 
$49.99/month. Select All-In-
cluded Package. 155 Chan-
nels. 1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie 
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-844-624-1107

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite 
Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-877-378-0180

DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 

FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-542-0759

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technolo-
gy. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-877-649-9469

Viasat Satellite Internet. Up 
to 12 Mbps Plans Starting 
at $30/month. Our Fastest 
Speeds (up to 50 Mbps) & 
Unlimited Data Plans Start 
at $100/month. Call Viasat 
today! 1-866-463-8950

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers.  Call for a 
free in-home consultation:  
844-524-2197

Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-844-630-0073 today to 
see how you can save $1,000 
on installation, or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/scan

BOY SCOUT COMPENSA-
TION FUND - Anyone that 
was inappropriately touched 
by a Scout leader deserves 
justice and financial com-
pensation!  Victims may be 
eligible for a significant cash 
settlement.  Time to file is 
limited.  Call Now!  888-985-
1039

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-397-7030 

www.dental50plus.com/60 
#6258

FOR SALE
Local house and commercial 
window cleaning business 
over 100 Homes at Manning 
Golf Course. Work part time 
April, May, June and Oct, 
Nov.  
Annual $9000.00 income. 
May seek Senior or Disabled  
Sale for $1325.00 Firm. 
Call Ed 803-854-4448

For Sale - $1,325.00
Window Cleaning Business
Over 100 Accounts and 
Counting 
Local + Two Commercial 
Accounts
Working through May, June, 
Sept, Oct, Part-Time
Annual Income = $10,000 
cash
Call Ed Balt 803-854-4448
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call 
Empire Today to schedule a 
FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
Today!  844-254-3873

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company - 855-837-7719 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/
scan

Affordable Home Repair
Call 803-410-9445
Excellent work, affordable 
prices
toppercunningham@gmail.
com
FOR SALE
46 INCH SNAPPER 
LAWNMOWER, GOOD 
CONDITION CALL 803-
460-2418 FOR MORE 
INFO $700.00)

MOBILE HOMES
FOR SALE
I PAY TOP DOLLAR - For 
Used Mobile Homes! Call 
(803) 607-6335

FOR SALE 
98 LINCOLN MARK 8. 
GOOD ENGINE. GOOD 
TRANSMISSION. LOW 
MILES, NEEDS WIND-
SHIELD BEST OFFER 
CALL 803-460-2418
(09/22-09/28)

HELP WANTED
SUNSHINE TAXI COM-
PANY IS LOOKING FOR 
HELP IN MANNING. 
MUST BE 25 YEARS
OR OLDER WITH A 
CLEAN DRIVING RE-
CORD, DEPENDABLE 
AND HONEST. CALL
803-720-2811 OR EMAIL
TONYSTAXI6@GMAIL.
COM

HELP WANTED

CAMP BOB COOPER 
(CLEMSON UNIVERSI-
TY YOUTH LEARNING 
INSTITUTE)
SUMMERTON, SC IS 
NOW HIRING FOR PART-
TIME FOOD SERVICE 
WORKERS FOR SECOND 
SHIFT, UP TO 28 HOURS 
PER WEEK
$10.00 PER HOUR, 
SOME WEEKENDS.
MUST HAVE A VALID ID, 
RELIABLE TRANSPOR-
TATION, AND BE ABLE 
TO PASS A
BACKGROUND CHECK. 
PLEASE CALL 803-
478-2105.
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY 
IS AN EQUAL OPPORTU-
NITY EMPLOYER
(02/02-02/23)
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• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Fully Insured

*Free Estimates*

Jenkinson

Tree service LLC

803-847-8014

J & T’s Local Moving & More, LLC

J & T’s Local 
Moving 

& More, LLC

803-236-4008J & T’s Local Moving
 & More, LLC

J & T ’s Local 
Moving and More, LLC

64 Wilder St. Sumter, SC 29150 

* Free Estimates
* Moving (Home & Office)
* Lawn Care
* Pressure Washing
* Fence Staining

“Saving time and money with no worries”
Over 20 years of experience

Jamie Singleton
Owner

(803) 236-4008 (803) 773-3934
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Looking for an experienced part 
time carpenter with potential 

to be full-time. Must have own 
transportation or way to the 
owners’ house to meet for a 
ride to work and ride home. 

Must have your own tools. Pay 
will be determined based on 

experience. Please call today at 
(803)460-5541 to schedule an 

interview.

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS

Serving The Grand Strand and Pee Dee area

NEW LOCATION:
4655-A Hwy.17 By-Pass, South, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577

S
P
4
8
1
7
5

843-445-9921 • 800-NEXT-WINDOW
www.windowworldofmyrtlebeach.com

PLACE YOUR AD IN PLACE YOUR AD IN 
97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readers and reach more than 2.1 million readers 
using our small space display ad networkusing our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Randall Savely   888.727.7377Randall Savely   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.comscnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys availableStatewide or regional buys available

CONT. ON PAGE 8
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• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Fully Insured

*Free Estimates*

Jenkinson

Tree service LLC

803-847-8014

J & T’s Local Moving & More, LLC

J & T’s Local 
Moving 

& More, LLC

803-236-4008J & T’s Local Moving
 & More, LLC

J & T ’s Local 
Moving and More, LLC

64 Wilder St. Sumter, SC 29150 

* Free Estimates
* Moving (Home & Office)
* Lawn Care
* Pressure Washing
* Fence Staining

“Saving time and money with no worries”
Over 20 years of experience

Jamie Singleton
Owner

(803) 236-4008 (803) 773-3934

Creech, Roddey Watson
803-775-1168  •  crwins.com

Are you, a family member, or a friend Are you, a family member, or a friend 
suffering from opioid use disorder?suffering from opioid use disorder?

We can help!We can help!
NARCAN 

NARCAN 

DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION 
SITE
SITE

803-435-2121803-435-2121

MEDICATION 

MEDICATION 

ASSISTED 

ASSISTED 

TREATMENT 

TREATMENT 

SERVICES AVAILABLE

SERVICES AVAILABLE

CLARENDON BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICESCLARENDON BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES
CLARENDONBHS.COM | JUST PLAIN KILLERS.COMCLARENDONBHS.COM | JUST PLAIN KILLERS.COM

A United Way Agencies founded in part by the Substance Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Block of the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health services Administration.

115 acres located in Eastern Clarendon 
County on Black River and Epps Roads 

in the Oakdale Community.

FARM FOR LEASE

IF INTERESTED CONTACT
M. JANICE SMITH AT 843-372-2077

Submitted
manningsctimes@gmail.com

On the morning of De-
cember 30, 2020, around 
2:20am, the Shell Station lo-
cated at 6181 Alex Harvin 
Hwy. in the Manning area 
of Clarendon County, was 
burglarized by two suspects 
driving a black Ford Ranger 

truck. The suspects hooked 
a chain to the door of the 
business and pulled the door 
off using the truck. The oth-
er suspect went inside the 
business with another chain 
and secured it around the 
ATM machine and back to 
the other chain which was 
hooked to the truck. At this 
time, the driver of the vehicle 

snatched the ATM out of the 
business and both subjects 
loaded it in the back of the 
truck. The subjects left go-
ing east on Alex Harvin Hwy 
towards I95. These suspects 
were subsequently arrested 
by the Kershaw County Sher-
iff ’s Office on January 4, 2021 
during an active burglary, at a 
business in their jurisdiction. 

The suspects have been iden-
tified as Anthony Deewayne 
Yourn (left) of Georgia and 
Shaun Pruitt (right) of North 
Carolina. Both suspects are 
tied with other burglaries in 
other South Carolina coun-
ties and will be facing charges 
in Clarendon County.

Suspects arrested, tied to ATM 
Theft and other burglaries

l CCSO

Update on County Council
l MEETING

By JAKE McELVEEN
mtsceditor@gmail.com

Clarendon County Coun-
cil met for their regularly 
scheduled January Board 
Meeting this Monday, Jan 
11. The meeting began with 
the usual pledge, introduc-
tory remarks, and invoca-
tion, approval of agenda, 
and approval of minutes. 

Moving on from the 
meetings formalities, the 
council appointed Arlene 
Ham to serve an addition-
al term on the Clarendon 
County Library Board. 

After appointing Ham to 
the board, Council moved on 
to a public hearing involving 
Ordinance 2020-10. This or-
dinance involves the transfer 
of Clarendon County prop-
erty to the City of Manning. 
A process which is simple, 
but must be carried out for-
mally. All of the property 
mentioned in the ordinance 
resides within Manning, and 
was originally intended to 
serve as the grounds for the 
Clarendon County Admin-
istration building. Howev-
er, when plans changed and 
the location was moved to 

Sunset Drive, the lot sat va-
cant. The City of Manning 
now plans to use the land for 
the good of the communi-
ty. However, first, they must 
navigate through the red tape 
of a city-to-county transfer.  

After the public hear-
ing, council held the sec-
ond reading of the ordi-
nance before moving on to 
Finance, Administrator’s, 
and Chairman’s reports. 

After the three were done 
speaking, council moved 
into an executive session to 
discuss two items: Project 
Sunshine II and Project Mo-

bile I. There is little known 
about these projects at the 
time. As we receive more 
information, we will update. 

After the executive ses-
sion, Council held the first 
reading of Ordinance 2021-
01, which is an infrastruc-
ture grant agreement. More 
details will be provided 
about the agreement after 
Council holds their second 
reading and public hearing 
on the matter next month. 

From here Coun-
cil adjourned. 

MPD re-introduces tip line
l MEETING

By JAKE McELVEEN
mtsceditor@gmail.com

The City of Manning Po-
lice Department recently 
re-introduced their Crime 
Tip Line after several years. 

The Tip line, which 
acts as a way for citizens 
to report crime anony-
mously, will be advertised 
via roadside signs and fly-
er’s throughout the town. 

“Any criminal activi-
ty that you see in the area 
can be reported to this line,” 
said Manning Police De-
partment Chief of Police, 
Keith Grice. “However, I 
would like to add that if it is 
an emergency, you call 911.”

Grice says that the line 
should be used, and encour-
ages its use, for minor reports.

“If you have an aban-
doned vehicle or want to re-
port a missing person, feel 
free to call that line,” said 
Grice. “Anything of that 
nature is welcome there.”

All calls have the op-
tion of remaining anony-
mous, something that Grice 
says is extended across 
the entire department. 

“Even if an individual 
does not call the tip line, they 
can still remain anonymous 
at the police department,” 
said Grice. “We don’t want to 
put any citizen in harms way 
by broadcasting their name.”

Grice says the reason for 
reinstating the tip line was a 
need for it within the station.

“Back during the sum-
mer, we realized that we got 
a lot of phone calls from dif-
ferent individuals around 
the city who had ideas about 
break-ins or other criminal 
activity,” said Grice. “How-
ever, some of those indi-
viduals are reluctant to give 
information  in fear of their 
name being publicized.”

This was a major factor 
when considering the re-in-
statement of the tip line. 

“Some people think that 
things they report are very 
minor,” said Grice. “That 
doesn’t matter to us. If we 
get a call, we always look 
into it as quickly as possible. 

The tip line was re-in-
stated around three weeks 
ago, and the City is  work-
ing hard to publicize it 
in the coming weeks. 

J & T’s Local Moving & More, LLC

J & T’s Local 
Moving 

& More, LLC

803-236-4008J & T’s Local Moving
 & More, LLC

J & T ’s Local 
Moving and More, LLC

64 Wilder St. Sumter, SC 29150 

* Free Estimates
* Moving (Home & Office)
* Lawn Care
* Pressure Washing
* Fence Staining

“Saving time and money with no worries”
Over 20 years of experience

Jamie Singleton
Owner

(803) 236-4008 (803) 773-3934

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF 
ESTATES
ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST THE 
FOLLOWING ESTATES 
MUST FILE THEIR CLAIMS 
ON FORM #371ES WITH 
THE PROBATE COURT OF 
CLARENDON COUNTY, THE 
ADDRESS OF WHICH IS 411 
SUNSET DR. MANNING SC 
29102 WITHIN EIGHT (8) 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS OR WITHIN ONE (1) 
YEAR FROM DATE OF DEATH, 
WHICHEVER IS EARLIER 
(SCPC 62-3-801, ET SEQ.) 
OR SUCH PERSONS SHALL 
BE FOREVER BARRED AS TO 
THEIR CLAIMS. ALL CLAIMS 
ARE REQUIRED TO BE PRE-
SENTED IN WRITTEN STATE-
MENTS ON THE PRESCRIBED 
FROM (FORM #371 ES) 
INDICATING THE NAME AND 
ADDRESS OF THE CLAIMANT, 
THE BASS OF THE CLAIM, 
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED, THE 
DATE WHEN THE CLAIM WILL 
BECOME DUE, THE NATURE 
OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO 
THE CLAIM, AND A DESCRIP-
TION OF ANY SECURITY AS 
TO THE CLAIM WILL BECOME 
DUE, THE NATURE OF ANY 
UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE 
CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION 
OF ANY SECURITY AS TO THE 
CLAIM.

ESTATE: Sarah R Rand
Case No # 2023ES1400071
Personal Representative: Na-
than Flowers, Jr.
Address:16606 Pond Bluff Court
Attorney: Dwight C. Moore
Address: PO Box 1229 Sumter, 
SC 29151
Co- Representative: Margaret 
House
Address: 428 West Calhoun St, 
Sumter SC 29150
(03/23-04/06)

ESTATE: Charles Jackson Mock, 
Jr
Case No# 2023ES1400093
Personal Representative: Sharon 
Mock
Address: 1245 Striper Drive, 
Manning SC 29102
Attorney: N/A
(03/23-04/06)

ESTATE: John Edgar Blanton II
Case No# 2020ES1400112
Personal Representative: Can-
dace Blanton
Address: 1269 Redwood Farm 
Court Virginia Beach VA 25452
Attorney: N/A
(03/23-04/06)
ESTATE : Danal Dene Hutson
Case No# 2023ES1400085
Personal Representative: Pame-
la Hutson
Address: 1062 Palmetto Lane 
Manning SC 29102
Attorney: N/A
(03/23-04/06)

ESTATE: Barbara Stanfield 
Hodge
Case No# 2023ES1400073
Personal Representative: Jamey 
H. Hodge
Address: 4727 Corbett Road 
Pinewood, SC 29125
Attorney: N/A
(03/23-04/06)

ESTATE: William Daugherty 
Manns
Case No: 2023ES1400100
Personal Representative: Pa-
tricia Manns
Address: 1067 Patsy Street, 
Summerton SC 29148
Attorney: N/A
(03/30-04/14)

ESTATE: Eugene Kennedy, Sr
Case No: 2021ES1400159
Personal Representative: Eu-

gene A Kennedy Jr
Address: 110 Hampton St 
Olanta, SC 29114
Attorney: Charles David Barr
Address: PO Box 83 King-
stree, SC 29556
(03/30-04/14)

ESTATE: Bruce Alden Messier
Case NO# 2023ES1400008
Personal Representative: T J 
messier
Address: 255 Mason Drive 
Orangeburg SC 29118
Attorney: Rodney C. Jernigan 
Jr
Address: PO Box 2130 Flor-
ence SC 29503
(04/06-04/20)

ESTATE: Dorothy Anderson 
Nelson
Case No: 2021ES1400202
Personal Representative: De-
metrick Antwon Nelson
Address: 1184 Charwood 
Road, Alcolu SC 29001
Attorney: N/A
(04/06-04/20)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF CLARENDON 
CASE NO.: 2023-CP-14-00110
Woodrow A. Woods and Mon-
ica Woods
Trustees for Greenfield Trust, 
Plaintiffs, 
SUMMONS
vs. 
Mary Susan Clark Croshaw 
and John Doe 
And Mary Roe, representing 
all unknown 
Persons having or claiming to 
have any right 
title, or interest in or to, or 
lien upon, the real
estate described as 2957 

Brogdon Road, 
Clarendon County, South 
Carolina, TMS No.
174-00-03-010-00, their 
heirs and assigns, 
and all other persons, firms 
or corporations 
entitled to claim under, by or 
through the 
the above-named Defen-
dants(s), and all 
persons or entities unknown 
claiming any 
right, title, interest, estate in, 
or lien upon the
real estate described as 2957 
Brogdon Road, 
Clarendon County, South 
Carolina, TMS No.
174-00-03-010-00, 
Defendants
TO: THE DEFENDANTS 
ABOVE NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED and required to an-
swer the Complaint in this
Action, a copy of is herewith 
served upon you and to serve 
a copy of
your Answer to said
Complaint on the Subscrib-
ers, Coffey &amp;McKenzie, 
P.A., 2 North
Brooks Street, P.O. Box
1292, Manning, South Caro-
lina 29102, within thirty (30) 
days after
service hereof, exclusive of 
the day of said service; and if 
you fail to answer the Com-
plaint within the time afore-
said, the Plaintiff herein will 
apply to the Court of the relief 
demanded in the
Complaint.
COFFEY &amp; McKENZIE, 
P.A.
BY: s/Joseph K. Coffey
SC Bar No. 15883
2 North Brooks Street
P.O. Box 
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 & More, LLC
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Moving and More, LLC
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Owner
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CLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS

VACATION RENTALS 
ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION 
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR SALE 
TO MORE THAN 2.1 MILLION 
S.C. NEWSPAPER READERS. 
YOUR 25-WORD CLASSIFIED 
AD WILL APPEAR IN 99 S.C. 
NEWSPAPERS FOR ONLY 
$375. CALL RANDALL SAVELY 
AT THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
NEWSPAPER NETWORK. 
1-888-727-7377.

WANTED
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER 
JOBS IN 99 S.C. NEWSPAPRS 
FOR ONLY $375. YOUR 
25-WORD CLASSIFIED AD 
WILL REACH MORE THAN 
2.1 MILLION READERS. CALL 
RANDALL SAVELY AT THE 
S.C. NEWSPAPER NETWORK. 
1-888-727-7377.

TV & INTERNET SERVICES
DIRECTV STREAM – CARRIES 
THE MOST LOCAL MLB 
GAMES! CHOICE PACKAGE, 
$89.99/MO FOR 12 MONTHS. 
STREAM ON 20 DEVICES 
IN YOUR HOME AT ONCE. 
HBO MAX INCLUDED FOR 3 
MOS (W/CHOICE PACKAGE 
OR HIGHER.) NO ANNUAL 
CONTRACT, NO HIDDEN FEES! 
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
CALL IVS 1-855-237-9741

GET DIRECTV FOR $84.99/
MO FOR 24 MONTHS WITH 
CHOICE PACKAGE. NEW 2 
YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE. 
FIRST 3 MONTHS OF HBO 
MAX, CINEMAX, SHOWTIME, 
STARZ AND EPIX INCLUDED! 
DIRECTV IS #1 IN CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION (JD POWER & 
ASSOC.) SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. CALL 1-844-624-1107

DISH NETWORK: ONLY FROM 
DISH- 3 YEAR TV PRICE 
GUARANTEE! 99% SIGNAL 
RELIABILITY, BACKED BY 
GUARANTEE. INCLUDES 
MULTI-SPORT WITH NFL 
REDZONE. SWITCH AND GET 
A FREE $100 GIFT CARD. CALL 
TODAY!  1-877-542-0759

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET 
FOR THOSE THAT QUALIFY. 
GOVERNMENT PROGRAM 
FOR RECIPIENTS OF SELECT 
PROGRAMS INCL. MEDICAID, 
SNAP, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, 
WIC, VETERANS PENSION, 
SURVIVOR BENEFITS, 
LIFELINE, TRIBAL. 15 GB 
INTERNET SERVICE. BONUS 
OFFER: ANDROID TABLET 
FREE WITH ONE-TIME $20 
COPAY. FREE SHIPPING & 
HANDLING. CALL MAXSIP 
TELECOM TODAY! 1-855-851-
8201

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. 
YOUR DONATION HELPS FUND 
THE SEARCH FOR MISSING 
CHILDREN. ACCEPTING 
TRUCKS, MOTORCYCLES & 
RV’S , TOO! FAST FREE PICKUP 
– RUNNING OR NOT – 24 
HOUR RESPONSE – MAXIMUM 
TAX DONATION – CALL (888) 
515-3810

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY UPDATES!  
WE SPECIALIZE IN SAFE 
BATHING.  GRAB BARS, NO 
SLIP FLOORING & SEATED 
SHOWERS.  CALL FOR A FREE 
IN-HOME CONSULTATION:  
844-524-2197

TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 
2023 IS THE LAST DAY TO 
REDEEM WINNING TICKETS 
IN THE FOLLOWING SOUTH 
CAROLINA EDUCATION 
LOTTERY INSTANT GAMES: 
(1432) CA$H FLOW; (1387) 
PAYDAY BONUS PLAY

 USE ITCHNOMORE® 
SHAMPOO ON DOGS & CATS 
TO RELIEVE SECONDARY 
DERMATITIS, TREAT YEAST 
INFECTIONS, & ELIMINATE 
DOGGY ODOR. AT TRACTOR 
SUPPLY® (WWW.FLEABACON.
COM)

 CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? WONDERING ABOUT 
OPTIONS LIKE SENIOR-LIVING 
COMMUNITIES AND IN-HOME 

CARE? CARING.COM’S FAMILY 
ADVISORS ARE HERE TO HELP 
TAKE THE GUESSWORK OUT 
OF SENIOR CARE FOR YOU 
AND YOUR FAMILY. CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE, NO-OBLIGATION 
CONSULTATION: 1-855-212-
9230

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR MAY BE 
COVERED BY MEDICARE! 
RECLAIM INDEPENDENCE 
AND MOBILITY WITH THE 
COMPACT DESIGN AND LONG-
LASTING BATTERY OF INOGEN 
ONE. FREE INFORMATION KIT! 
CALL 833-230-8692

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM 
PHYSICIANS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 
COVERAGE FOR 350 PLUS 
PROCEDURES. REAL DENTAL 
INSURANCE – NOT JUST A 
DISCOUNT PLAN. DO NOT 
WAIT! CALL NOW! GET YOUR 
FREE DENTAL INFORMATION 
KIT WITH ALL THE DETAILS! 
1-855-397-7030 WWW.
DENTAL50PLUS.COM/60 
#6258

WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLC TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS. 
OVER $50,000,000 IN 
TIMESHARE DEBT AND 
FEES CANCELLED IN 2019. 
GET FREE INFORMATIONAL 
PACKAGE AND LEARN HOW TO 
GET RID OF YOUR TIMESHARE! 
FREE CONSULTATIONS. OVER 
450 POSITIVE REVIEWS. CALL 
833-638-3767

FOR SALE 
NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS 
AGAIN! AFFORDABLE, 
PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED 
GUTTER GUARDS PROTECT 
YOUR GUTTERS AND HOME 
FROM DEBRIS AND LEAVES 
FOREVER! FOR A FREE QUOTE 
CALL: 877-324-3132

NEED NEW FLOORING?  CALL 
EMPIRE TODAY TO SCHEDULE 
A FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE 
ON CARPETING & FLOORING. 

CALL TODAY!  844-254-3873

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY WITH A 
GENERAC HOME STANDBY 
GENERATOR. $0 MONEY 
DOWN + LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT OPTIONS. REQUEST 
A FREE QUOTE. CALL NOW 
BEFORE THE NEXT POWER 
OUTAGE: 1-844-775-0366

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, 
A SOLAR PLUS BATTERY 
STORAGE SYSTEM. SAVE 
MONEY, REDUCE YOUR 
RELIANCE ON THE GRID, 
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES AND POWER YOUR 
HOME. FULL INSTALLATION 
SERVICES AVAILABLE. $0 
DOWN FINANCING OPTION. 
REQUEST A FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, QUOTE TODAY. 
CALL 1-888-655-2175

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LEAFFILTER, 
THE MOST ADVANCED 
DEBRIS-BLOCKING GUTTER 
PROTECTION. SCHEDULE A 
FREE LEAFFILTER ESTIMATE 
TODAY. 20% OFF ENTIRE 
PURCHASE. PLUS 10% SENIOR 
& MILITARY DISCOUNTS. CALL 
1-855-875-2449.

 UP TO $15,000.00 
OF GUARANTEED LIFE 
INSURANCE! NO MEDICAL 
EXAM OR HEALTH 
QUESTIONS. CASH TO HELP 
PAY FUNERAL AND OTHER 
FINAL EXPENSES. CALL 
PHYSICIANS LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY – 855-837-7719 
OR VISIT WWW.LIFE55PLUS.
INFO/SCAN

FOR SALE
USED WASHING MACHINE
$100.00
843-245-6950(03/31)

HELP WANTED
JT'S MOVING MOVING 
HELPERS NEEDED
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY
803-236-4008
(03/31)
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Welcome to Our Table

GRILL

PJ
PORTER JACKSPORTER JACKS

505 S Mill Street, Manning, SC  29102 • (803) 433-5000

RealtyRealty

Santee aSSociateSSantee aSSociateS

THUMBS UP BEST SERVICE
803-854-3000

Visit our website: www.santeeassociates.com or stop by our office @ 9355 SC-6 across from Tri-County Electric
Meet our friendly staff: AGENTS: Karen Hardman, Catherine Shuler, Donna O’Neill, Maggie Griffin, Cindy Ott

Buck Travis (Owner), Scott Clark (BIC), Eletha Travis (Office Coordinator)

Brian Joyner, Agent 
803-460-4176

Brittany Poston 
803-433-0060

Alfreda Pearson, Agent
803-374-9655 mobile

Bruce McNair, Agent
803-460-2167 mobile

John Mathis, Broker/Agent
803-473-6205 mobile

40 N. Mill St., Manning
803-433-0060

Call or visit us today for all your 
insurance needs.

Ev� y Auto-Own� s p� icy c
 es 
with a local agent!

459 North Brooks Street • Manning, SC • 803-435-4949459 North Brooks Street • Manning, SC • 803-435-4949
TIRE COMPANYTIRE COMPANY

TIRES • OIL CHANGES • REPAIRS • BATTERIES • MORE!

Local Office 

803-938-8200
geico.com/sumter

639 Bultman Dr
Sumter 

Homeowners 
and Renters 

Insurance, too.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all 
states or all GEICO companies. Homeowners, renters, and condo coverages 

are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured 
through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. GEICO is a registered service mark 

of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary.  GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2015. © 

2015 GEICO. 

Get a quote today.

K. Ross & Associates, LLC
Timberland, Agricultural, and Recreational Land

803.473.8187 • KROSS@FTC-I.NET
2770 OLD GEORGETOWN RD. MANNING, SC, 29102

William Kevin Ross - BIC

www.kross-land.com

dents of the County. Below 
are the annual salaries for 
these positions and the line 
items of these amounts in the 
proposed budget:”

BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION

The Manning Times: The 
following district level em-
ployees were an- nounced. 
What is their annual salary 
and what line item are these 
amounts included in the 
budget?

1. Executive Director or 
Administration

2. Director of Second-
ary Education

3. Director of Elemen-
tary Education

4. Director of Personnel
5. Director of Finance
6. Director of Opera-

tions
7. Director of Student 

Services
8. Director of Athletics
Superintendent Shawn 

Johnson: 
1. Executive Director - 

$157,000 (223-110)
2. Director of Secondary 

Education - $108,022 
(221-110)

3. Director of Elemen-
tary Education - 
$110,028 (221-110)

4. Director of Personnel 
- $120,652 (264-110)

5. Director of Finance - 
$123,077 (252-180)

6. Director of Opera-
tions - $120,720 (254-
180)

7. Director of Student 
Services - $124,802 
(223-110)

8. Director of Athlet-
ics - $123,077 (114-
110;223-110)

In the budget, $932,257 is 
budgeted for Group Health/ 
Life Insurance. Does this 
mean that the School Board 
is receiving health and life 
insurance being paid by the 
district? If so, is it employ-
ee only, or family coverage? 
If family coverage, is the 
family coverage paid for 
by the district? Why is the 
bud- geted amount so high? 
By comparison, less than $3 
million is budgeted for the 
entirety of the rest of the 
district. Are there other em-
ployees included in this line 
item? If so, how many?

The Board does not receive 
fringe benefits. The fringe 
percentage has been correct-

ed to reflect “0” for the part-
time employee in this line 
item.

In the budget, $66,600 is 
budgeted for Board Mem-
ber Stipend. Per the con-
solidation legislation, each 
board member is to receive 
$450 per month. If board 
members are receiving sti-
pends higher than $450 
per month, how much are 
board members receiving?

Board compensation is 
established by Board Pol-
icy BID. After review, the 
amount set in the policy ex-
ceeded the allowable amount 
provided in the legislation. 
The proposed budget will 
be amended to reflect the 
change and steps will be tak-
en to collect any overpay-
ments to the district.

[Editors Note: It is import-
ant that readers are aware 
of a change that was made 
at last Thursdays meeting. 
Board member Alex Craven 
made a motion that all Board 
members receive a lower sti-
pend until the overpayments 
have been given back to the 
District]

There is $60,000 budget-
ed for Board of Education 
travel. What events does the 
board plan to attend?

The budget amount for 
Board travel is for the Board 
to attend and participate in 
board trainings and confer-
ences. 

We assume under “Reg-
ular Salaries” that this is a 
Board Secretary and this 
is a $25,000 stipend being 
paid for those duties. Does 
this employee hold another 
position within the district? 
If so, what position?

This line item reflects a 
stipend for the Board secre-
tary who also serves as the 
Superintendent’s secretary. 
The additional compensation 

is for a part-time transitional 
employee.

STUDENT TRANSPOR-
TATION

Is the “Regular salaries” 
line item the Transporta-
tion director’s salary? Is this 
one person over the whole 
district or multiple people 
in different schools?

This line item reflects the 
salaries of two transportation 
directors that will serve Clar-
endon County.

INFORMATION 
SERVICES

Is the “Regular salaries” 
line item the IT director’s 
salary? Is this one person 
over the whole district or 
multiple people throughout 
the different schools?

This line item includes 
multiple employees for Pub-
lic Relations and is not relat-
ed to Information Technolo-
gy.

PROVISO 1.88
There is $2.15 million 

per budget in Proviso 1.88 
funding, how will these 
monies be spent? Capital or 
operations? If capital, what 
specific capital improve-
ments is this money being 
used for?

Due to the fiscal emergen-
cy declared in Clarendon 4 
for failure to complete au-
dits in a timely manner, the 
amount and use of the fund-
ing cannot be determined at 
this time.

[Editor’s Note: Johnson 
provided supporting docu-
mentation for this answer, 
and the letter, from State of 
South Carolina Department 
of Education CFO Nancy 
Williams, follows in it’s en-
tirety.]

Dear Dr. Bain and Mrs. 
Marshall [District 4 Board 
Chair],

The Fiscal Practices Act, 
under which the State Su-
perintendent has declared 
a state of emergency in 
Clarendon 4, requires the 
South Carolina Depart-
ment of Education to pro-
vide technical assistance. 
Although Clarendon 4 has 
provided a plan and re-
sponded to questions con-
cerning the plan, the State 
Superintendent continues 
to find the plan unaccept-
able to ensure a smooth 
transition into consol-
idation. Moreover, she 
believes that the district 
needs additional day-to-
day staffing and oversight 
of fiscal functions to com-

plete the audits and close 
out finances properly prior 
to consolidation. Delays 
in engaging auditors and 
providing documentation 
to auditors are two ex-
amples. More recently a 
response indicated docu-
ments were not uploaded 
to auditors “for lack of 
manpower to upload it 
into the auditor’s portal.” 
Some of the responses 
also raise concerns about 
whether stander finance 
functions, such as bank 
reconciliations, are being 
done in a timely manner. 

Clarendon 2 has agreed 
to provide this assistance 
on the SCDE’s behalf. Dr. 
Johnson will be assign-
ing staff to Clarendon 4 
as technical assistance to 
oversee and assist with 
finance operations of the 
district. Please provide 
those Clarendon 2 staff 
with access to the sys-
tems, records, reports, and 
available Clarendon 4 
staff necessary to complete 
all financial functions in 
Clarendon 4. The Super-
intendent expects Claren-
don 4 staff and contrac-
tors fully to cooperate and 
coordinate for the benefit 
of the districts and the stu-
dents.

FE DUBOSE
The district is now the 

fiscal agent for FE DuBose 
Career Center. What was 
the net effect to the bud- get 
of this change? How did this 
affect revenues and expens-
es? What percentage of the 
FE Dubose costs is the dis-
trict responsible for?

The District is still gather-
ing information at this time.

DISTRICT FUND
This budget calls for us-

ing almost $1.3 million of 
the district’s fund balance. 
What is the beginning fund 
balance for the district? 
What is the expected ending 
fund balance for the year?

The beginning fund bal-
ance for Clarendon 2 for the 
2021-2022 fiscal year was 
$4,273,406. The ending fund 
balance will not be deter-
mined until after the 2021-
2022 audit is completed, 
which is due in December. 
The fund balance for Clar-
endon 4 is not known at this 
time as the County District 
is gathering this information 
as  part of the technical as-
sistance provided as a result 
of the declaration of fiscal 
emergency.

DISTRICT
Continued from page one

Dr. Shawn
JOHNSON

tion’s annual summer meet-
ing in Myrtle Beach.

“During their annual con-
ference they presented me 
with their Legislative Cham-

pion Award,” said Johnson. 
“They made sure that I knew 
that this particular award is 
not given out very year. It’s 
always an honor when others 

recognize the work that you 
do.”

For more information on 
the SCSA, visit their website 
at www.sheriffsc.org

SCSA
Continued from page one

GGoott  aa  SSccoooopp??
LLeett  uuss  KKnnooww!!

(803) 435-8422
mtsceditor@gmail.com

Manning Times

Serving The Grand Strand and Pee Dee area

NEW LOCATION:
4655-A Hwy.17 By-Pass, South, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577

SP
48

17
5

843-445-9921 • 800-NEXT-WINDOW
www.windowworldofmyrtlebeach.com
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF 
ESTATES
ALL PERSONS HAVING 
CLAIMS AGAINST THE 
FOLLOWING ESTATES 
MUST FILE THEIR CLAIMS 
ON FORM #371ES WITH 
THE PROBATE COURT OF 
CLARENDON COUNTY, THE 
ADDRESS OF WHICH IS 411 
SUNSET DR. MANNING SC 
29102 WITHIN EIGHT (8) 
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE TO CRED-
ITORS OR WITHIN ONE (1) 
YEAR FROM DATE OF DEATH, 
WHICHEVER IS EARLIER 
(SCPC 62-3-801, ET SEQ.) 
OR SUCH PERSONS SHALL 
BE FOREVER BARRED AS TO 
THEIR CLAIMS. ALL CLAIMS 
ARE REQUIRED TO BE PRE-
SENTED IN WRITTEN STATE-
MENTS ON THE PRESCRIBED 
FROM (FORM #371 ES) 
INDICATING THE NAME AND 
ADDRESS OF THE CLAIMANT, 
THE BASS OF THE CLAIM, 
THE AMOUNT CLAIMED, THE 
DATE WHEN THE CLAIM WILL 
BECOME DUE, THE NATURE 
OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO 
THE CLAIM, AND A DESCRIP-
TION OF ANY SECURITY AS 
TO THE CLAIM WILL BECOME 
DUE, THE NATURE OF ANY 
UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE 
CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION 
OF ANY SECURITY AS TO THE 
CLAIM.

ESTATE: Sarah R Rand
Case No # 2023ES1400071
Personal Representative: Na-
than Flowers, Jr.
Address:16606 Pond Bluff Court
Attorney: Dwight C. Moore
Address: PO Box 1229 Sumter, 
SC 29151
Co- Representative: Margaret 
House
Address: 428 West Calhoun St, 
Sumter SC 29150
(03/23-04/06)

ESTATE: Charles Jackson Mock, 
Jr
Case No# 2023ES1400093
Personal Representative: Sharon 
Mock
Address: 1245 Striper Drive, 
Manning SC 29102
Attorney: N/A
(03/23-04/06)

ESTATE: John Edgar Blanton II
Case No# 2020ES1400112
Personal Representative: Can-
dace Blanton
Address: 1269 Redwood Farm 
Court Virginia Beach VA 25452
Attorney: N/A
(03/23-04/06)
ESTATE : Danal Dene Hutson
Case No# 2023ES1400085
Personal Representative: Pame-
la Hutson
Address: 1062 Palmetto Lane 
Manning SC 29102
Attorney: N/A
(03/23-04/06)

ESTATE: Barbara Stanfield 
Hodge
Case No# 2023ES1400073
Personal Representative: Jamey 
H. Hodge
Address: 4727 Corbett Road 
Pinewood, SC 29125
Attorney: N/A
(03/23-04/06)

ESTATE: William Daugherty 
Manns
Case No: 2023ES1400100
Personal Representative: Pa-
tricia Manns
Address: 1067 Patsy Street, 
Summerton SC 29148
Attorney: N/A
(03/30-04/14)

ESTATE: Eugene Kennedy, Sr
Case No: 2021ES1400159
Personal Representative: Eu-

gene A Kennedy Jr
Address: 110 Hampton St 
Olanta, SC 29114
Attorney: Charles David Barr
Address: PO Box 83 King-
stree, SC 29556
(03/30-04/14)

ESTATE: Bruce Alden Messier
Case NO# 2023ES1400008
Personal Representative: T J 
messier
Address: 255 Mason Drive 
Orangeburg SC 29118
Attorney: Rodney C. Jernigan 
Jr
Address: PO Box 2130 Flor-
ence SC 29503
(04/06-04/20)

ESTATE: Dorothy Anderson 
Nelson
Case No: 2021ES1400202
Personal Representative: De-
metrick Antwon Nelson
Address: 1184 Charwood 
Road, Alcolu SC 29001
Attorney: N/A
(04/06-04/20)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF CLARENDON 
CASE NO.: 2023-CP-14-00110
Woodrow A. Woods and Mon-
ica Woods
Trustees for Greenfield Trust, 
Plaintiffs, 
SUMMONS
vs. 
Mary Susan Clark Croshaw 
and John Doe 
And Mary Roe, representing 
all unknown 
Persons having or claiming to 
have any right 
title, or interest in or to, or 
lien upon, the real
estate described as 2957 

Brogdon Road, 
Clarendon County, South 
Carolina, TMS No.
174-00-03-010-00, their 
heirs and assigns, 
and all other persons, firms 
or corporations 
entitled to claim under, by or 
through the 
the above-named Defen-
dants(s), and all 
persons or entities unknown 
claiming any 
right, title, interest, estate in, 
or lien upon the
real estate described as 2957 
Brogdon Road, 
Clarendon County, South 
Carolina, TMS No.
174-00-03-010-00, 
Defendants
TO: THE DEFENDANTS 
ABOVE NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED and required to an-
swer the Complaint in this
Action, a copy of is herewith 
served upon you and to serve 
a copy of
your Answer to said
Complaint on the Subscrib-
ers, Coffey &amp;McKenzie, 
P.A., 2 North
Brooks Street, P.O. Box
1292, Manning, South Caro-
lina 29102, within thirty (30) 
days after
service hereof, exclusive of 
the day of said service; and if 
you fail to answer the Com-
plaint within the time afore-
said, the Plaintiff herein will 
apply to the Court of the relief 
demanded in the
Complaint.
COFFEY &amp; McKENZIE, 
P.A.
BY: s/Joseph K. Coffey
SC Bar No. 15883
2 North Brooks Street
P.O. Box 
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1 week - $15  »  2 weeks - $20  »  3 weeks - $30 4 weeks - $40  »  Web - $10 extra

• Tree Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Fully Insured

*Free Estimates*

Jenkinson

Tree service LLC

803-847-8014

J & T’s Local Moving & More, LLC

J & T’s Local 
Moving 

& More, LLC

803-236-4008J & T’s Local Moving
 & More, LLC

J & T ’s Local 
Moving and More, LLC

64 Wilder St. Sumter, SC 29150 

* Free Estimates
* Moving (Home & Office)
* Lawn Care
* Pressure Washing
* Fence Staining

“Saving time and money with no worries”
Over 20 years of experience

Jamie Singleton
Owner

(803) 236-4008 (803) 773-3934
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CLASSIFIEDS

LEGALS

VACATION RENTALS 
ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION 
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR SALE 
TO MORE THAN 2.1 MILLION 
S.C. NEWSPAPER READERS. 
YOUR 25-WORD CLASSIFIED 
AD WILL APPEAR IN 99 S.C. 
NEWSPAPERS FOR ONLY 
$375. CALL RANDALL SAVELY 
AT THE SOUTH CAROLINA 
NEWSPAPER NETWORK. 
1-888-727-7377.

WANTED
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER 
JOBS IN 99 S.C. NEWSPAPRS 
FOR ONLY $375. YOUR 
25-WORD CLASSIFIED AD 
WILL REACH MORE THAN 
2.1 MILLION READERS. CALL 
RANDALL SAVELY AT THE 
S.C. NEWSPAPER NETWORK. 
1-888-727-7377.

TV & INTERNET SERVICES
DIRECTV STREAM – CARRIES 
THE MOST LOCAL MLB 
GAMES! CHOICE PACKAGE, 
$89.99/MO FOR 12 MONTHS. 
STREAM ON 20 DEVICES 
IN YOUR HOME AT ONCE. 
HBO MAX INCLUDED FOR 3 
MOS (W/CHOICE PACKAGE 
OR HIGHER.) NO ANNUAL 
CONTRACT, NO HIDDEN FEES! 
SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
CALL IVS 1-855-237-9741

GET DIRECTV FOR $84.99/
MO FOR 24 MONTHS WITH 
CHOICE PACKAGE. NEW 2 
YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE. 
FIRST 3 MONTHS OF HBO 
MAX, CINEMAX, SHOWTIME, 
STARZ AND EPIX INCLUDED! 
DIRECTV IS #1 IN CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION (JD POWER & 
ASSOC.) SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. CALL 1-844-624-1107

DISH NETWORK: ONLY FROM 
DISH- 3 YEAR TV PRICE 
GUARANTEE! 99% SIGNAL 
RELIABILITY, BACKED BY 
GUARANTEE. INCLUDES 
MULTI-SPORT WITH NFL 
REDZONE. SWITCH AND GET 
A FREE $100 GIFT CARD. CALL 
TODAY!  1-877-542-0759

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET 
FOR THOSE THAT QUALIFY. 
GOVERNMENT PROGRAM 
FOR RECIPIENTS OF SELECT 
PROGRAMS INCL. MEDICAID, 
SNAP, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, 
WIC, VETERANS PENSION, 
SURVIVOR BENEFITS, 
LIFELINE, TRIBAL. 15 GB 
INTERNET SERVICE. BONUS 
OFFER: ANDROID TABLET 
FREE WITH ONE-TIME $20 
COPAY. FREE SHIPPING & 
HANDLING. CALL MAXSIP 
TELECOM TODAY! 1-855-851-
8201

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. 
YOUR DONATION HELPS FUND 
THE SEARCH FOR MISSING 
CHILDREN. ACCEPTING 
TRUCKS, MOTORCYCLES & 
RV’S , TOO! FAST FREE PICKUP 
– RUNNING OR NOT – 24 
HOUR RESPONSE – MAXIMUM 
TAX DONATION – CALL (888) 
515-3810

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY UPDATES!  
WE SPECIALIZE IN SAFE 
BATHING.  GRAB BARS, NO 
SLIP FLOORING & SEATED 
SHOWERS.  CALL FOR A FREE 
IN-HOME CONSULTATION:  
844-524-2197

TUESDAY, MARCH 28, 
2023 IS THE LAST DAY TO 
REDEEM WINNING TICKETS 
IN THE FOLLOWING SOUTH 
CAROLINA EDUCATION 
LOTTERY INSTANT GAMES: 
(1432) CA$H FLOW; (1387) 
PAYDAY BONUS PLAY

 USE ITCHNOMORE® 
SHAMPOO ON DOGS & CATS 
TO RELIEVE SECONDARY 
DERMATITIS, TREAT YEAST 
INFECTIONS, & ELIMINATE 
DOGGY ODOR. AT TRACTOR 
SUPPLY® (WWW.FLEABACON.
COM)

 CARING FOR AN AGING LOVED 
ONE? WONDERING ABOUT 
OPTIONS LIKE SENIOR-LIVING 
COMMUNITIES AND IN-HOME 

CARE? CARING.COM’S FAMILY 
ADVISORS ARE HERE TO HELP 
TAKE THE GUESSWORK OUT 
OF SENIOR CARE FOR YOU 
AND YOUR FAMILY. CALL FOR 
YOUR FREE, NO-OBLIGATION 
CONSULTATION: 1-855-212-
9230

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR MAY BE 
COVERED BY MEDICARE! 
RECLAIM INDEPENDENCE 
AND MOBILITY WITH THE 
COMPACT DESIGN AND LONG-
LASTING BATTERY OF INOGEN 
ONE. FREE INFORMATION KIT! 
CALL 833-230-8692

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM 
PHYSICIANS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 
COVERAGE FOR 350 PLUS 
PROCEDURES. REAL DENTAL 
INSURANCE – NOT JUST A 
DISCOUNT PLAN. DO NOT 
WAIT! CALL NOW! GET YOUR 
FREE DENTAL INFORMATION 
KIT WITH ALL THE DETAILS! 
1-855-397-7030 WWW.
DENTAL50PLUS.COM/60 
#6258

WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLC TIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS. 
OVER $50,000,000 IN 
TIMESHARE DEBT AND 
FEES CANCELLED IN 2019. 
GET FREE INFORMATIONAL 
PACKAGE AND LEARN HOW TO 
GET RID OF YOUR TIMESHARE! 
FREE CONSULTATIONS. OVER 
450 POSITIVE REVIEWS. CALL 
833-638-3767

FOR SALE 
NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS 
AGAIN! AFFORDABLE, 
PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED 
GUTTER GUARDS PROTECT 
YOUR GUTTERS AND HOME 
FROM DEBRIS AND LEAVES 
FOREVER! FOR A FREE QUOTE 
CALL: 877-324-3132

NEED NEW FLOORING?  CALL 
EMPIRE TODAY TO SCHEDULE 
A FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE 
ON CARPETING & FLOORING. 

CALL TODAY!  844-254-3873

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY WITH A 
GENERAC HOME STANDBY 
GENERATOR. $0 MONEY 
DOWN + LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT OPTIONS. REQUEST 
A FREE QUOTE. CALL NOW 
BEFORE THE NEXT POWER 
OUTAGE: 1-844-775-0366

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, 
A SOLAR PLUS BATTERY 
STORAGE SYSTEM. SAVE 
MONEY, REDUCE YOUR 
RELIANCE ON THE GRID, 
PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES AND POWER YOUR 
HOME. FULL INSTALLATION 
SERVICES AVAILABLE. $0 
DOWN FINANCING OPTION. 
REQUEST A FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, QUOTE TODAY. 
CALL 1-888-655-2175

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LEAFFILTER, 
THE MOST ADVANCED 
DEBRIS-BLOCKING GUTTER 
PROTECTION. SCHEDULE A 
FREE LEAFFILTER ESTIMATE 
TODAY. 20% OFF ENTIRE 
PURCHASE. PLUS 10% SENIOR 
& MILITARY DISCOUNTS. CALL 
1-855-875-2449.

 UP TO $15,000.00 
OF GUARANTEED LIFE 
INSURANCE! NO MEDICAL 
EXAM OR HEALTH 
QUESTIONS. CASH TO HELP 
PAY FUNERAL AND OTHER 
FINAL EXPENSES. CALL 
PHYSICIANS LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY – 855-837-7719 
OR VISIT WWW.LIFE55PLUS.
INFO/SCAN

FOR SALE
USED WASHING MACHINE
$100.00
843-245-6950(03/31)

HELP WANTED
JT'S MOVING MOVING 
HELPERS NEEDED
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY
803-236-4008
(03/31)
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Welcome to Our Table

GRILL

PJ
PORTER JACKSPORTER JACKS

505 S Mill Street, Manning, SC  29102 • (803) 433-5000

RealtyRealty

Santee aSSociateSSantee aSSociateS

THUMBS UP BEST SERVICE
803-854-3000

Visit our website: www.santeeassociates.com or stop by our office @ 9355 SC-6 across from Tri-County Electric
Meet our friendly staff: AGENTS: Karen Hardman, Catherine Shuler, Donna O’Neill, Maggie Griffin, Cindy Ott

Buck Travis (Owner), Scott Clark (BIC), Eletha Travis (Office Coordinator)

Brian Joyner, Agent 
803-460-4176

Brittany Poston 
803-433-0060

Alfreda Pearson, Agent
803-374-9655 mobile

Bruce McNair, Agent
803-460-2167 mobile

John Mathis, Broker/Agent
803-473-6205 mobile

40 N. Mill St., Manning
803-433-0060

Call or visit us today for all your 
insurance needs.

Ev� y Auto-Own� s p� icy c
 es 
with a local agent!

459 North Brooks Street • Manning, SC • 803-435-4949459 North Brooks Street • Manning, SC • 803-435-4949
TIRE COMPANYTIRE COMPANY

TIRES • OIL CHANGES • REPAIRS • BATTERIES • MORE!

Local Office 

803-938-8200
geico.com/sumter

639 Bultman Dr
Sumter 

Homeowners 
and Renters 

Insurance, too.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all 
states or all GEICO companies. Homeowners, renters, and condo coverages 

are written through non-affiliated insurance companies and are secured 
through the GEICO Insurance Agency, Inc. GEICO is a registered service mark 

of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a 
Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary.  GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2015. © 

2015 GEICO. 

Get a quote today.

K. Ross & Associates, LLC
Timberland, Agricultural, and Recreational Land

803.473.8187 • KROSS@FTC-I.NET
2770 OLD GEORGETOWN RD. MANNING, SC, 29102

William Kevin Ross - BIC

www.kross-land.com

dents of the County. Below 
are the annual salaries for 
these positions and the line 
items of these amounts in the 
proposed budget:”

BOARD OF EDUCA-
TION

The Manning Times: The 
following district level em-
ployees were an- nounced. 
What is their annual salary 
and what line item are these 
amounts included in the 
budget?

1. Executive Director or 
Administration

2. Director of Second-
ary Education

3. Director of Elemen-
tary Education

4. Director of Personnel
5. Director of Finance
6. Director of Opera-

tions
7. Director of Student 

Services
8. Director of Athletics
Superintendent Shawn 

Johnson: 
1. Executive Director - 

$157,000 (223-110)
2. Director of Secondary 

Education - $108,022 
(221-110)

3. Director of Elemen-
tary Education - 
$110,028 (221-110)

4. Director of Personnel 
- $120,652 (264-110)

5. Director of Finance - 
$123,077 (252-180)

6. Director of Opera-
tions - $120,720 (254-
180)

7. Director of Student 
Services - $124,802 
(223-110)

8. Director of Athlet-
ics - $123,077 (114-
110;223-110)

In the budget, $932,257 is 
budgeted for Group Health/ 
Life Insurance. Does this 
mean that the School Board 
is receiving health and life 
insurance being paid by the 
district? If so, is it employ-
ee only, or family coverage? 
If family coverage, is the 
family coverage paid for 
by the district? Why is the 
bud- geted amount so high? 
By comparison, less than $3 
million is budgeted for the 
entirety of the rest of the 
district. Are there other em-
ployees included in this line 
item? If so, how many?

The Board does not receive 
fringe benefits. The fringe 
percentage has been correct-

ed to reflect “0” for the part-
time employee in this line 
item.

In the budget, $66,600 is 
budgeted for Board Mem-
ber Stipend. Per the con-
solidation legislation, each 
board member is to receive 
$450 per month. If board 
members are receiving sti-
pends higher than $450 
per month, how much are 
board members receiving?

Board compensation is 
established by Board Pol-
icy BID. After review, the 
amount set in the policy ex-
ceeded the allowable amount 
provided in the legislation. 
The proposed budget will 
be amended to reflect the 
change and steps will be tak-
en to collect any overpay-
ments to the district.

[Editors Note: It is import-
ant that readers are aware 
of a change that was made 
at last Thursdays meeting. 
Board member Alex Craven 
made a motion that all Board 
members receive a lower sti-
pend until the overpayments 
have been given back to the 
District]

There is $60,000 budget-
ed for Board of Education 
travel. What events does the 
board plan to attend?

The budget amount for 
Board travel is for the Board 
to attend and participate in 
board trainings and confer-
ences. 

We assume under “Reg-
ular Salaries” that this is a 
Board Secretary and this 
is a $25,000 stipend being 
paid for those duties. Does 
this employee hold another 
position within the district? 
If so, what position?

This line item reflects a 
stipend for the Board secre-
tary who also serves as the 
Superintendent’s secretary. 
The additional compensation 

is for a part-time transitional 
employee.

STUDENT TRANSPOR-
TATION

Is the “Regular salaries” 
line item the Transporta-
tion director’s salary? Is this 
one person over the whole 
district or multiple people 
in different schools?

This line item reflects the 
salaries of two transportation 
directors that will serve Clar-
endon County.

INFORMATION 
SERVICES

Is the “Regular salaries” 
line item the IT director’s 
salary? Is this one person 
over the whole district or 
multiple people throughout 
the different schools?

This line item includes 
multiple employees for Pub-
lic Relations and is not relat-
ed to Information Technolo-
gy.

PROVISO 1.88
There is $2.15 million 

per budget in Proviso 1.88 
funding, how will these 
monies be spent? Capital or 
operations? If capital, what 
specific capital improve-
ments is this money being 
used for?

Due to the fiscal emergen-
cy declared in Clarendon 4 
for failure to complete au-
dits in a timely manner, the 
amount and use of the fund-
ing cannot be determined at 
this time.

[Editor’s Note: Johnson 
provided supporting docu-
mentation for this answer, 
and the letter, from State of 
South Carolina Department 
of Education CFO Nancy 
Williams, follows in it’s en-
tirety.]

Dear Dr. Bain and Mrs. 
Marshall [District 4 Board 
Chair],

The Fiscal Practices Act, 
under which the State Su-
perintendent has declared 
a state of emergency in 
Clarendon 4, requires the 
South Carolina Depart-
ment of Education to pro-
vide technical assistance. 
Although Clarendon 4 has 
provided a plan and re-
sponded to questions con-
cerning the plan, the State 
Superintendent continues 
to find the plan unaccept-
able to ensure a smooth 
transition into consol-
idation. Moreover, she 
believes that the district 
needs additional day-to-
day staffing and oversight 
of fiscal functions to com-

plete the audits and close 
out finances properly prior 
to consolidation. Delays 
in engaging auditors and 
providing documentation 
to auditors are two ex-
amples. More recently a 
response indicated docu-
ments were not uploaded 
to auditors “for lack of 
manpower to upload it 
into the auditor’s portal.” 
Some of the responses 
also raise concerns about 
whether stander finance 
functions, such as bank 
reconciliations, are being 
done in a timely manner. 

Clarendon 2 has agreed 
to provide this assistance 
on the SCDE’s behalf. Dr. 
Johnson will be assign-
ing staff to Clarendon 4 
as technical assistance to 
oversee and assist with 
finance operations of the 
district. Please provide 
those Clarendon 2 staff 
with access to the sys-
tems, records, reports, and 
available Clarendon 4 
staff necessary to complete 
all financial functions in 
Clarendon 4. The Super-
intendent expects Claren-
don 4 staff and contrac-
tors fully to cooperate and 
coordinate for the benefit 
of the districts and the stu-
dents.

FE DUBOSE
The district is now the 

fiscal agent for FE DuBose 
Career Center. What was 
the net effect to the bud- get 
of this change? How did this 
affect revenues and expens-
es? What percentage of the 
FE Dubose costs is the dis-
trict responsible for?

The District is still gather-
ing information at this time.

DISTRICT FUND
This budget calls for us-

ing almost $1.3 million of 
the district’s fund balance. 
What is the beginning fund 
balance for the district? 
What is the expected ending 
fund balance for the year?

The beginning fund bal-
ance for Clarendon 2 for the 
2021-2022 fiscal year was 
$4,273,406. The ending fund 
balance will not be deter-
mined until after the 2021-
2022 audit is completed, 
which is due in December. 
The fund balance for Clar-
endon 4 is not known at this 
time as the County District 
is gathering this information 
as  part of the technical as-
sistance provided as a result 
of the declaration of fiscal 
emergency.

DISTRICT
Continued from page one

Dr. Shawn
JOHNSON

tion’s annual summer meet-
ing in Myrtle Beach.

“During their annual con-
ference they presented me 
with their Legislative Cham-

pion Award,” said Johnson. 
“They made sure that I knew 
that this particular award is 
not given out very year. It’s 
always an honor when others 

recognize the work that you 
do.”

For more information on 
the SCSA, visit their website 
at www.sheriffsc.org

SCSA
Continued from page one
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BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

Flu activity in South Carolina 
remains at high levels despite a 
decrease in reported cases, according 
to the latest Flu Watch report from 
the South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental Control 
(DHEC). Hospitalizations and deaths 
from influenza continue to rise, un-
derscoring the severity of the season.

For the week of February 2–8, 
2025, DHEC reported 8,232 lab-con-
firmed cases of influenza, bringing 
the season total to 48,590. While this 
marks a decrease from the previous 
week, flu remains widespread across 
the state, with reports coming in 
from 22 counties.

The percentage of patient visits 
for influenza-like illness (ILI) 
dropped slightly to 12.6%, though it 
remains significantly above the state 
baseline of 3.2%. The decrease in flu 
cases does not indicate an end to the 

season, as hospitalizations and severe 
outcomes continue to rise.

Hospitalizations remained high, 
with 1,230 new influenza-associated 
hospitalizations reported during the 
week. The total number of hospital-
izations for the season has climbed 
to 5,488, with a cumulative hospi-
talization rate of 108.1 per 100,000 
residents. Adults aged 65 and older 
remain the most affected group, ac-
counting for 679 of the new hospital-
izations this week.

Flu-related deaths saw anoth-
er significant jump, with 37 new 
fatalities reported, including 10 from 
previous weeks. This brings the total 
number of flu-related deaths for the 
2024-25 season to 104. The majority 
of deaths continue to be among older 
adults, with 80 of the 104 fatalities 
occurring in individuals aged 65 and 
older.

DHEC continues to urge South 
Carolinians to take preventive 
measures against the flu, including 

getting vaccinated, washing hands 
frequently, covering coughs and 
sneezes, and staying home when 
experiencing flu symptoms. The flu 
vaccine remains widely available 
at pharmacies, healthcare provid-
ers, and DHEC health department 
clinics.

Health officials also remind resi-
dents that antiviral medications can 
help reduce the severity and duration 
of flu symptoms when taken early. 
Those at high risk for complications, 
including seniors, young children, 
pregnant individuals, and those with 
underlying health conditions, are es-
pecially encouraged to seek medical 
care if they develop flu symptoms.

South Carolinians can schedule 
flu vaccinations at DHEC health 
clinics by calling 1-855-472-3432 or 
by visiting DHEC’s Flu Page. Weekly 
updates on flu activity and other 
respiratory illnesses are available 
through DHEC’s Flu Watch and Re-
spiratory Disease Watch reports.

Flu cases decline, hospitalizations 
and deaths remain high

WELLNESS



1. Type of bomb

2. Polynesian island 

country

3. Heavenly body

4. Hard workers

5. Covered

6. Johns Hopkins Hospi-

tal founder

7. Plant of the grass 

family

9. Island person of the 

Bering Sea

10. Storehouse

12. Scarlet-flowered 

desert shrub

14. A pituitary hormone

15. Female sibling

17. Monetary unit of 

Afghanistan

19. Empowering

20. Space station

23. Disorder

24. State of fuss

25. Footwear for babies

26. Nuclear reactor 

(abbr.)

27. Droves

28. Affirmative

29. Male parent

30. Utter obscenities

31. Type of verse

32. Unpleasant person

33. One who settles 

down

34. Founder of source-

based history

36. A way to snarl

DOWN
1. Racquet sport group 

(abbr.)

4. Norse god of 

thunder

8. Russian industrial 

city

10. What’s good for 

the __

11. Round-ish shape

12. Baltimore MLBer

13. French modernist 

painter

15. Burned with water

16. Intestinal issue

17. Take the lead

18. Prove oneself 

worthy

21. None

22. Tax collector

23. Swiss river

24. Gymnast Raisman

25. Baby’s dining 

accessory

26. Canadian beer 

distributor

27. Iconic American 

tourist destination

34. More expansive

35. Alert

36. Popular boots Doc 

__

37. Showings

38. Conclusion

39. Share a common 

boundary

40. Shooting sport

41. Popular side dish

42. Global energy firm

43. Chronicles (abbr.)

ACROSS

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON THE BOTTOM OF THIS PAGE

DON’T PEEK!
GAME ANSWERS BELOW« « « «««

WORD SCRAMBLE: PLAQUE

W O R D S C R A M B L E

GUESS WHO
I am a singer born in Canada on February 16, 1990. I 
began to gain a following after anonymously uploading 
my songs to YouTube. I went on to release a mixtape, 
which was met with acclaim. I have since won multiple 
Grammy awards.

FUN
Geography Fact: This country con-

tains 60% of the world’s lakes.

FACT

GUESS WHO: THE WEEKND FUN FACT: CANADA
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BY KATHERINE HUTCHINSON
mtscreporter@gmail.com

PROPERTY DAMAGE
	 On Jan. 20, 2025, an officer from the 

Manning Police Department was dispatched to 
the Manning Motel, located within the city limits 
of Manning. Dispatch informed the officer that 
the caller reported a subject on the scene who 
had broken a window in one of the rooms. Upon 
arrival, the officer made contact with the motel 
manager. The motel manager explained that a 
guest had approached the office complaining 
about an unpleasant smell in his room and indi-
cated he would be leaving. The motel manager 
then went to the room and discovered that the 
window was broken. When the motel manager 
asked the guest, last name Simon, what had hap-
pened, Simon claimed that he accidentally broke 
the window while trying to identify the source of 
the smell. Simon stated he lifted the box spring 
off the bed to look under it. Simon stated he 
would pay for the damages to the window, which 
was valued at $300. The motel manager decided 
to issue Simon a trespassing notice, and Simon 
then left the property.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 
	 On Jan. 26, 2025 the officer was dis-

patched to a residence within the city limits 
of Manning in reference to a disturbance. The 
officer arrived on scene and spoke to the com-
plainant. The complainant stated that he wanted 
a subject gone from his property. He stated that 
she did not live there and that she was causing a 
disturbance in the residence. The officer spoke 
to the subject, later identified by her SC ID as 
Davella Tindal. She stated that she did not live 
at the residence. The officer informed her that 
she needed to leave the property. After some 
time, Tindal finally left the property and sat on 
the sidewalk across the street. She then began to 
scream and yell profanities. After being warned 
multiple times to stop and refusing to do so, the 
officer placed Tindal under arrest for disorderly 
conduct. Tindal was transported to the Claren-
don County Detention Center. Tindal resisted 
arrest throughout the process.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
	 On Jan. 29, 2025, an officer was dis-

patched to a residential area in Manning in 
reference to a suspicious person knocking on 
doors. The officer approached and identified the 
subject as Allen Driggers. Driggers had difficulty 
standing without assistance and smelled heavily 
of alcohol. Driggers stated that he was previously 
arrested and was released from jail. He stated that 
he needed to get home in Lake City so he was 
knocking on doors trying to get someone to take 

him. The officer informedDriggers that he could 
not take him home. Driggers continued to ask. 
The officer asked Driggers if he had any alcohol 
since he was released. He stated that he bought a 
40 ounce bottle of beer and drank it. The officer 
arrested Driggers for disorderly conduct and 
transported him to Clarendon County Detention 
Center without further incident.

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE
	 On Feb. 2, 2025, an officer with the 

Manning Police Department was dispatched 
to an area within the city limits of Manning in 
response to a vehicle collision. The caller reported 
that a white van had flipped over. Upon arrival, 
the officer saw that the driver was still inside 
the vehicle, attempting to leave the area but was 
unable to do so due to the damage. The officer 
made contact with her, later identified as Selena 
McFadden, who was trying to exit the vehicle. 
The officer instructed her to stay inside until EMS 
arrived to evaluate her condition. As the driver 
later exited the vehicle at the request of MAnning 
Fire Department first responders, the officer 
detected an odor of alcoholic beverages and 
noted that she stumbled as she exited. The officer 
subsequently read McFadden her Miranda Rights 
and inquired about how much she had to drink 
that evening. McFadden claimed that she had not 
consumed any alcoholic beverages. The officer 
informed her that a field sobriety test would be 
performed to determine whether she was im-
paired during the time of the collision. The first 
test administered was the horizontal gaze nystag-
mus. The officer explained that he would ob-
serve the smoothness of her movements as they 
followed a stimulus. During the instruction stage, 
he asked McFadden to keep her eyes focused on 
the stimulus and follow it with her eyes alone. As 
the test commenced, McFadden demonstrated 
a lack of smooth pursuit, struggling to keep her 
eyes on the stimulus. Both of her eyes jerked at 
distinct nystagmus and maximum deviation and 
exhibited onset nystagmus prior to 45 degrees. 
The next test was the one leg stand, during which 
McFadden lost her balance and put her second 
foot down more than once. The last test was the 
walk and turn test. McFadden began this test be-
fore instructed, failed to walk heel-to-toe, stepped 
off the line, took the wrong number of steps, and 
performed an improper turn. After completing 
the tests, McFadden was evaluated by EMS but 
refused transport to the hospital and was taken 
to the Clarendon County Detention Center to 
perform a breath alcohol test. McFadden was 
informed of her rights and observed for 20 min-
utes before being given the test, which indicated 
a blood alcohol level of 0.11, which exceeded the 
legal limit. Consequently, McFadden was booked 
for driving under the influence.

Clarendon Crime Blotter
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Patriot LiquorsPatriot Liquors

543 Mill Street • Manning, SC 29102
803-433-FLAG (3524)

In-Home Care / Sitter Service

11 West Boyce Street | Manning, SC
Fax: 803.433.7787Office: 803.433.0400

NOW HIRING

Brown’sBrown’s
Furniture & BeddingFurniture & Bedding

“Where Quality Matters”

It’s worth the drive for the savings!
31 W. WESMARK BLVD. • SUMTER, SC • 803-774-2100

www.brownsofsumter.comwww.brownsofsumter.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PMMONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PM
SATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PMSATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PM

800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142
Phone: (803) 854-2223Phone: (803) 854-2223

WWW.SANTEEHARDWARE.COM

Valspar Paints • Purdy Paint BrushesValspar Paints • Purdy Paint Brushes
Wheel Barrels • Faucets • WrenchesWheel Barrels • Faucets • Wrenches
Screw Drivers • Shovels • HammersScrew Drivers • Shovels • Hammers

Saws • Door Knobs • & MORESaws • Door Knobs • & MORE

3602 Broad Street Ext. Sumter
www.hinesfurniture.com • 803.494.2300

FURNITURE & BEDDINGRealtyRealty

Santee aSSociateSSantee aSSociateS

THUMBS UP BEST SERVICE
803-854-3000

Visit our website: www.santeeassociates.com or stop by our office @ 9355 SC-6 across from Tri-County Electric
Meet our friendly staff: AGENTS: Karen Hardman, Catherine Shuler, Donna O’Neill, Maggie Griffin, Cindy Ott

Buck Travis (Owner), Scott Clark (BIC), Eletha Travis (Office Coordinator)

Santee Automotive

2601 Paxville Hwy. Manning   •  803.433.5400  •  www.santeeautomotive.com
WARREN
PROPANE

we provide 
tanks for 

commercial, 
agricultural, 

& residential.
with delivery.

3703 J W Rhames Rd,
Manning, SC 29102

803.473.7547

Henry P. "Bo" Bozard, Jr.

Office: 803-435-8891

Cell: 803-473-6604

bo@clarendoninsurance.com

on Thursday Nov. 10, The 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s 
Office was notified thru 
dispatch that an inmate had 
escaped from the Clarendon 
County Detention Center.  
The inmate was identified as 
42 y/o Shaun Wayne Wiles.
 Officers with the 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s 
Office,  the City of Manning 
Police Department, and 
multiple other agencies, to 
include the US Marshall’s 

Service, the Marshall’s Fugi-
tive Task Force, SLED, SLED 
Helicopter, SC Highway Pa-
trol ACERT Team, SCDNR, 
and Sumter County Sheriff ’s 
Office arrived on scene and 
began searching for the 
subject.   K-9’s were used to 
track the subject from the 
Detention Center.   Shortly 
after daylight, the subject 
was spotted by a homeowner 
in the trunk of her car as she 
was placing a bag of trash in 
it.  The subject fled on foot 
into the woods.  Officers 
relocated to this area and 
began another search. While 

this search was on going, 
officers received information 
from a Farmer about a mile 
away that one of his farm 
pickups had just been stolen.  
He had video of the incident, 
and it was determined that 
the subject was in fact the 
escaped inmate.  
 The stolen truck 
was described as a 2006 
GMC single cab pickup 
truck.  It is white in color, 
has a toolbox on the back 
and has 25 bags of corn in 
the back of the truck.  The 
SC tag # is 44568FM.
 Shaun Wayne Wiles 

is a white male, 5’10, and 
160lbs.  He has grey and 
black hair.  He has a tattoo of 
‘Melissa’  on the right side of 
his neck.
 All the listed 
agencies above are actively 
searching for Wiles. 
 The Clarendon 
County Detention Center is 
not a part of the Clarendon 
County Sheriff ’s Office. The 
Sheriff ’s Office is assisting 
with an investigation at the 
Clarendon County Deten-
tion Center on how Wiles 
was able to escape.

more of a full-time job than 
a hobby. Because Miller 
wanted to keep painting as a 
hobby while also helping her 
community, she agreed to 
restore one mural. She was 
told that the mural on the 
left side of Piggly Wiggly was 
in the worst condition, so 
she set out to work on it.
 Miller explained 
her goals with the mural, 
saying, “We’re just trying to 
bring it back and restore it. 
It was very dated and dull. 
We’re trying to keep it as 
close as we can to the origi-
nal.”

 The huge mural 
depicts Francis Marion in a 
corn field. All the murals in 
Manning tell a part of Fran-
cis Marion’s legendary story, 
and Miller has volunteered 
her time and hard work to 
preserve this part of history.
 Miller is no strang-
er to helping others. She is 
an RN who provided care 
for 44 years. She is also a 
licensed United Methodist 
pastor. She has never prac-
ticed painting professionally, 
but was happy to help with 
the project and give back to 
the community.
 Miller said, “I start-
ed back painting about three 
years ago. I hadn’t painted 
since college before then.”

 With help from 
her husband, her son, Lisa 
Fuller, and a scissor lift, 
Miller has been able to make 
plenty of progress on the 
mural. Miller said, “We’ve 
been painting for about four 
or five weeks off and on, due 
to the weather. I’m hoping to 
be finished with it this week.”
 Piggly Wiggly 
has also been a huge help 
throughout the restoration.

Miller said, “The Piggly Wig-
gly management have been 
great. They let us store our 
scissor lift there, and they 
let us use their electricity to 
power the lift. They let us use 
some of their bags for our 
paint brushes. They’ve been 

very helpful with every-

thing.”

 When describing 

her experience with the mu-

ral so far, Miller said, “I’ve 

enjoyed it, and I’m happy to 

put my own take on it. I’m 

trying to brighten it up quite 

a bit.”

 She hopes to spend 

more time in the future 

exploring more crafts and 

outlets of creativity, such as 

quilting.
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ed that goal by raising over 
$6,000! People from all over 
our state voted and Matteo 
won in a tight race for first 
with 6,306 votes. 
“I really didn’t think we 
had a chance, but when I 
checked the website August 
30th, I saw we were in sec-
ond place,” Danback said.
Since Matteo won the 
contest, his picture will be 
featured on Columbia Craft 
Brewing Company’s “Bark 
Brew” can after a profession-
al photoshoot with photog-
rapher Rob Wilson. He will 

also receive $100 in his fa-
vorite treats from Mill Creek 
Pet Foods. The limelight has 
not bothered the humble K9. 
In fact, he and his handler 
believe that this is just one 
more way for them to serve 
the community as more 
people get to know him and 
learn about the services he 
offers.
Matteo’s big win could very 
well be attributed to the hard 
work he has been putting 
in over the last week. He 
visited several businesses in 
Clarendon County and even 
visited with students at East 
Clarendon Middle and High 
Schools. When Matteo visit-
ed the Laurence Manning Li-
brary, the usually quiet area 

became a place of excitement 
as students, faculty, and staff 
made their way down to vis-
it. Matteo patiently sat with 
the students and listened to 
a story read by the librarian, 
then he had a chance to give 
a lot of love to students as 
they read independently. 
“I know the students are 
dealing with so much more 
than we could ever have 
dealt with at their ages, and 
we just want to offer support 
and let them know they 
aren’t alone,” said Danback.
While the focus of most 
programs like this one is 
working with older students, 
Danback and Matteo plan 
to take a different approach. 
They want to build rela-

tionships with the younger 
generation, so they are aware 
of the assistance available to 
them as they grow older and 
navigate the obstacles of life. 
Matteo and Danback are 
rested up and ready to go 
this coming week, and The 
Manning Times will be with 
them to document their 
travels along the way. Check 
in next week for the next 
“Where’s Matteo” to see what 
adventures he has had. If you 
happen to see him around, 
snap a photo and email it to 
mtsceditor@gmail.com.

•Canned vegetables
•Canned Meats
•Powdered milk
•Cereals
•Jars of Peanut Butter and 
Jelly

Basic household items are 
also needed:
•Laundry Detergent 
•Soap
•Toothpaste and Tooth 
brushes
•Dish detergent

Beginning Monday Septem-
ber 3rd The Manning Times 
will be hosting a food drive 
for The United Ministries of 

Clarendon County. Please 
drop by the office between 
10 am and 5:30 pm to 
donate. The staff will meet 
you outside and unload any 
donations.  The goal is to 
raise 300 pounds of food. 
“Food is a staple of life and 
no one should go hungry, i 
encourage everyone who can 
donate and help us reach the 
goal of 300 pounds of food 

to come out and do so, we 
will even grab it from you 
in the car. All you have to 
do is pull up and donate.” 
Said Publisher Leigh Ann 
Maynard. “Please come out 
and help support your fellow 
citizens who may be in need, 
it could happen to anyone.”

stone to reach her ultimate 
career goal of a Madter’s 
Degree in Nursing.. This 
will give her the certification 
to teach other to become 

nurses. P.E.O. (Philanthropic 
Educational Organization) 
has been celebrating women 
helping women reach for 
the stars for more than 150 
years. Since its inception in 
1869, the nonprofit organi-
zation has helped more than 
119,000 women pursue ed-
ucational goals by providing 

over $398 million in grants, 
scholarships, awards, and 
loans. The Sisterhood also 
owns and supports Cottey 
College. Through member-
ship, the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
has brought together more 
than half a million women in 
the United States and Cana-
da who are passionate about 

helping women advance 
through education while 
supporting and motivating 
them. In addition to the ed-
ucational philanthropies, the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood provides 
a framework of support and 
community for all members.
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Chris Wallman: Gladly working for JESUS

501 S. Mill St. | Manning, SC | 803-566-1733
“Matthew 5:41” we go that extra mile

Brown’sBrown’s
Furniture & BeddingFurniture & Bedding

“Where Quality Matters”

It’s worth the drive for the savings!
31 W. WESMARK BLVD. • SUMTER, SC • 803-774-2100

www.brownsofsumter.comwww.brownsofsumter.com

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PMMONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PM
SATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PMSATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PM

800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142
Phone: (803) 854-2223Phone: (803) 854-2223

WWW.SANTEEHARDWARE.COM

Valspar Paints • Purdy Paint BrushesValspar Paints • Purdy Paint Brushes
Wheel Barrels • Faucets • WrenchesWheel Barrels • Faucets • Wrenches
Screw Drivers • Shovels • HammersScrew Drivers • Shovels • Hammers

Saws • Door Knobs • & MORESaws • Door Knobs • & MORE

3602 Broad Street Ext. Sumter
www.hinesfurniture.com • 803.494.2300

FURNITURE & BEDDING

Insurance subject to terms, qualifications and availability.  Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate 
Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Insurance Co. Life insurance 
and annuities issued by Lincoln Benefit Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, 
IL.  In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate 
Insurance Co. 168873

Auto • Home • Life • Retirement
Protect your world

Sumter
bbeatson@allstate.com

Bobby Beatson Agency, Inc.
803-778-6579

Call me today to discuss your options.
Some people think A llstate o nly protects  your 
car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home 
or apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your 
retirement and y our life. And the more o f your 
world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

RealtyRealty

Santee aSSociateSSantee aSSociateS

THUMBS UP BEST SERVICE
803-854-3000

Visit our website: www.santeeassociates.com or stop by our office @ 9355 SC-6 across from Tri-County Electric
Meet our friendly staff: AGENTS: Karen Hardman, Catherine Shuler, Donna O’Neill, Maggie Griffin, Cindy Ott

Buck Travis (Owner), Scott Clark (BIC), Eletha Travis (Office Coordinator)

Santee Automotive

2601 Paxville Hwy. Manning   •  803.433.5400  •  www.santeeautomotive.com

GGoott  aa  SSccoooopp?? LLeett  uuss  KKnnooww!!
mtsceditor@gmail.com

(803) 435-8422
The Manning TimesWARREN

PROPANE

we provide 
tanks for 

commercial, 
agricultural, 

& residential.
with delivery.

3703 J W Rhames Rd,
Manning, SC 29102

803.473.7547

FOOD DRIVE
Continued from page 1

PEO GRANT
Continued from page one

MATTEO
Continued from page one
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I am 
Mathews, Mission, 

Prime, Quest & Bear  
 

Cajun, Oneida & Gen-X 
Bowfishing bows 

 

Come see Scott for                
your Archery needs 

 

1162 Fremont Road  
Summerton, SC            

803-478-8529  

803-435-4117803-435-4117

1948 Paxville Hwy • Manning, SC 291021948 Paxville Hwy • Manning, SC 29102

to the menu have been made 
over the years. Weinberg 
explained a change he made, 
saying, “We have added pork 
chops and taken a few items 
off.”

 Burger Chick 
has been keeping up with 
current trends through their 
Facebook page. In their 
biography, they are listed as 
‘an old school fast food joint,’ 
and they stay true to their 
biography.
 Online customers 
can find the entire menu, 
different specials, and any 

special hours. Burger Chick 
also recognizes and appre-
ciates its customers online,  
adding to the ‘old school’ 
feeling.
 Anyone who has 
lived in Clarendon County 
for more than ten years can 
tell you exactly what the 
inside of Burger Chick looks 
and smells like as there is no 

drive thru and that is a small 
part of what makes this 
restaurant so nostalgic and 
comforting to Clarendon 
residents. Weinberg credits 
his employees for the old 
school charm and excellent 
customer care that Burger 
Chick is known for.

ing of friends and strangers 
gathering around a fire and 
listening to the sound of 
their shared drum beats. The 
Clarendon County Drum 
Circle was formed around 
one year ago and had its last 
meeting on December 10th. 
Family-friendly, the circle 
has a mission to promote 
vibrational healing in the 
community and provide a 
safe space for people to share 
their struggles and successes 
over the last month. The 
group offers a very positive 
and accepting atmosphere 
for anyone needing to un-
wind or vent.
 Vibrational healing 

or vibrational sound therapy 
helps to restore the central 
nervous system and create 
deep relaxation. According 
to a certified vibrational 
sound therapist, Sandy 
LaBianco-Brown, the body 
is affected on a cellular level 
when listening to sooth-
ing sounds and vibrations. 
Stress creates an unhealthy 
flow throughout your mind 
and body, first appearing as 
low energy and later as bad 
health. Sound can open en-
ergy flow to move you back 
toward healthy alignment. 
By devoting just a few hours 
a month to something as 
easy as hitting a drum, you 
could reduce stress, among 
a number of other health 
benefits.
 

 Ben Thames said, 
“Everybody has problems 
here. Right now, I see there’s 
six of us, that’s six different 
problems going around, but 
when we all sit down, all our 
problems are gone… It’s very 
soothing.”  

 “Everybody gets 
something different from it, 
I’ve seen young people get so 
hyper, and then some people 
get very relaxed and laid 
back,” according to Donna 
Marie Pesce-Matthews, one 
of the group’s organizers.
 
 Ann Thames is 
another one of the collabora-
tors in the circle. She spoke 
in detail about the circle’s 
benefits for those struggling 
with depression, stress, high 

blood pressure, and it can 
even improve motor skills.
  When asked if they 
had one message to share 
about the drum circle with 
others, they said, “Come 
help us raise vibration!” and 
“You can use anything for 
an instrument that you can 
think of.”
 The Clarendon 
County Drum Circle invites 
everyone to join their next 
meeting in January! Please 
bring a chair or blanket and 
an instrument if you have 
one, or they will provide one 
if needed. Check out their 
Facebook page @Clarendon 
County Drum Circle for 
more information on the 
date and location of the next 
meeting! 

1079 Setter Drive in Man-
ning and drop their letter 
to Santa in the special Santa 
Mailbox while enjoying the 
Christmas decorations from 
the Peake and Lamb families. 
 The special set up 
is also a donation spot for 
dog and cat food that can 
be left under the tree by the 
front porch using the lighted 
sidewalk. On the morning of 
Christmas Eve, the families 
will take the donations to 
Sumter SPCA.

 
 April Peake said, 
“Christmas is more to us 
than material things, it is 
about the smiles on the fam-
ilies faces when they see the 
lights and the children who 
get to send letters to Santa. 
It’s a time that you can make 
memories with your chil-
dren and families and share 
stories. When we first started 
doing this three years ago 
it warmed our hearts to see 
how families and children 
enjoyed the lights and seeing 
their favorite inflatables as 
they laughed with smiles on 
their faces.”

 
 Peake explained 
why they decided to start 
collecting food and supplies 
for animals by saying, “Then 
when you see TV ads on 
how SPCA’s have a lack of 
supplies to care for animals 
until they get their furever 
home just breaks our hearts. 
So to give back and make 
sure they have supplies to 
care for the animals  we 
started to accept donations 
and buy cheeseburgers for all 
the dogs at the SPCA. Every-
one and everything needs to 
know they are loved.” 

 Another added 
bonus is that Peake is letting 
The Manning Times run 
the Dear Santa letters in the 
Christmas edition of the 
paper before she mails them 
to the North Pole. Please en-
courage your children to get 
their letters in by December 
20th.
 The lights and 
decorations will be on daily 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
weeknights and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on weekends unless 
the weather prohibits.

We are massive animal lovers 
and currently have one 
rescue dog and one that we 
got as a puppy. They are both 
huge and hard to miss, but 
it seems they have become 
popular in our neighbor-
hood because everyone 
knows them by name.” 
 Kellener explained 
how her project began.

 “My mum and 
I love to do different art 
and decoration projects, so 
creating this Santa’s Grotto 
has been a lot of fun. My 
dad is also very handy, so he 
has been able to help with 
putting up the decorations 
and making our vision come 
to life. It has truly been an 
all-hands-on deck daily 
project. We just hope we will 
get a good turn out and raise 

some money for animals in 
need.” 
 The Kellners are 
asking for monetary dona-
tions to enter Santa’s Grotto. 
Once the donation is made, 
the public is welcome to 
enter the Grotto and take 
pictures with Santa. Kellener 
will also be taking pictures to 
post to a Facebook group.
 The donations will 
go to the Second Chance 
Animal Shelter. In addition 
to monetary donations the 
Kelleners are also accepting 
dog and cat food, bowls, 
leashes, blankets, toys and 
other pet related items for 
the shelter. 
 Phoebe Kellner is 
the lady that you may pass 
on the side of the road and 
see her trying to feed or 
catch a stray. 

 Kellener said, 
“When we moved here, I was 
so shocked at the number of 
strays. Just the other day we 

saw a dog running around 
our neighborhood. We were 
able to catch him, and with 
the help of A Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, we were 
able to reunite him with his 
owner. I wish every animal 
could find its ‘furever’ home 
like our dogs have with us.”

 The Kellener’s chose 
ASCAS because they knew 
it was the local shelter and 
they had spoken with some 
neighbors who volunteer at 
the shelter. 
 Kellener said, 
“When we first thought 
of the idea, there was no 
hesitation, our animals are 
our lives and we want to give 
others the best lives possible
 too!”
The Santa Claus picture 
event is open to the public.
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Continued from page one
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Continued from page one

The summer camp was 
also open to all kids ages 
6 though sixteen, and it 
offered lessons in cultural 
awareness, academics, and 
fun activities like field trips. 
They visited museums and 
Moore Farms Botanical 

Gardens.
Pastor Miller said “The kids 
had a blast. They keep asking 
if we’re going to do the sum-
mer camp again next year.”
The church does plan on 
hosting the summer camp 
again, but they started this 
after school program to 
provide guidance for the 
children throughout the rest 
of the year. 
The program is not just 
for homework. The church 

plans to organize a speaker 
to come and talk to the kids 
from time to time. They’d 
like to invite people like 
doctors and teachers to talk 
about their experiences 
during their education. They 
are also bringing in repre-
sentatives from multiple 
colleges to talk to the chil-
dren about their schools, and 
what to expect when you’re 
preparing to go to college. 
The program will also assist 

teens with their college 
applications.
The children are split into 
different age groups that help 
prevent bullying, and they 
are under constant adult 
supervision. 
For more information about 
Trinity Full Gospel Church’s 
after school homework pro-
gram or their summer camp, 
please call 803-460-9947.

following Press Release:

“On August 28th, 2022, Clar-
endon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice received a complaint of a 
domesticated dog being shot 
the night before at Red’s Bar 
and Grill at 6322 M W Rick-
enbaker Road in the Sum-
merton area. An investigator 
was immediately assigned to 
the complaint. The Sheriff ’s 
Office also received a call 
from the dog’s owner who 
was at the bar and grill the 
night before. The dog’s own-
er stated he had been in the 
restaurant and had left the 
dog in his vehicle with the 
vehicle running. The owner 
stated that when he went 
to leave the restaurant, he 
noticed the dog had gotten 
out of the vehicle through 
the back sliding window. The 
owner stated he looked for 
the dog up until around 1:30 
am. The owner stated he had 
already received a phone call 
about a dog being shot in the 
parking lot at the restaurant. 
Investigators were able to 
determine through witness-
es that Wayne Gugliemetty 
was the individual who had 
shot the dog in the parking 
lot and disposed of the dog’s 
body. At the present time, 
the dogs’ body has been 
recovere by the owner and 
Wayne Allen Guliemtty 
of the Summerton area of 
Clarendon County has been 
arrested and charged with 
one count of animal cruelty.”

 Cutter’s dog was shot 14 
times.
Under the state of South 
Carolina Law Section 47-
1-40 Animal Cruelty can 
be defined as maliciously 
and intentionally maim-
ing, wounding, torturing, 
mutilating a living animal or 
maliciously and intention-
ally killing an animal.  The 
punishment currently under 
state law is as follows. 
1st offense is considered a 
misdemeanor with a maxi-
mum jail sentence of 90 days 
and fine ranging between 
a minimum of $100 to a 
maximum of $1000 or both. 
Second offense can carry a 
maximum jail sentence of 
two years in jail or a fine of 
$2000 or both. Many people 
wonder if animal cruelty is 
a federal felony. In 2019 the 
Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture Act or PACT 
Act was signed into law, 
making certain acts of ani-
mal cruelty a federal crime. 
Violating the PACT Act is 
punishable by a prison term 
up to seven years, a fine, or 
both ( www.alleycat.org)
The federal law prohibiting 
the creation and distribution 
of “crush videos” does not 
cover the underlying acts of 
animal abuse, which can oc-
cur beyond the reach of state 
cruelty laws. The PACT Act 
closes that loophole by ex-
tending federal jurisdiction 
to these specific, particularly 
heinous crimes. The PACT 
Act is consistent with other 
federal laws that address acts 
of malicious animal cruelty 
that have an interstate nexus. 
Under legislation currently 
before the US Congress, 

federal jurisdiction will ex-
tend to certain heinous and 
unspeakable acts of animal 
abuse ( awioline.com).
The question in Diva’s case 
is does the shooting of a 
dog 14 times qualify for the 
PACT act?
Cutter’s best friend Jason 
Nelson and his five year old 
son Conner knew Diva well. 
Nelson said:
“Diva was my son Conner’s 
absolute best friend! Jamie 
is one of my closest friends 
so myself and my son were 
around them ( Cutter and 
Diva) several times a week, 
and Diva was the sweetest, 
the most gentle dog I have 
ever seen in my life. She was 
like a child in Jamie’s eyes. 
She went everywhere with 
him, even to work every-
day. Diva was used to being 
around people, children and 
even other animals regularly. 
She was well trained and well 
behaved and wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. When my son learned of 
Diva dying he was devastat-
ed. He doesn’t know how she 
was brutally shot and killed, 
only that she died.”
In January of 2022 another 
man was arrested for animal 
cruelty when he threw a 
small dog in a hole and 
shot it several times while 
recording it and posting it 
to social media. The suspect 
was arrested and released on 
bond, same as Gugliemetty. 
His case is still pending.
Another case of animal 
cruelty in Clarendon County 
in less than year begs the 
question: Should the animal 
cruelty laws be stricter and 
if so, what can be done to 
change them?

ent vocational professions, 
and have the opportunity to 
learn about more than fif-
ty-eight employment oppor-
tunities in South Carolina.
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is all 
about reinforcing the value 
of the trade skills programs 

in our state. F.E. DuBose has 
been a longtime support-
er of this movement even 
before the Be Pro, Be Proud 
program rolled out. High 
school and college students 
can attend many different 
programs through F.E. 
DuBose which allows them 
to earn certifications that 
make them more marketable 
to industries in our area who 
are hiring. 

The 53-foot expandable 
trailer will be located at 
F.E. DuBose October 20th. 
Students will be able to 
participate in simulations of 
trades such as truck driving, 
welding, carpentry, and fork-
lift operating, among others. 
In addition to stopping at 
F.E. DuBose, there are plans 
of the trailer making stops 
at several middle and high 
schools in the Clarendon 

County area.
Bringing pride back to the 
vocational field has been 
center-stage in South Caro-
lina over the last few years. 
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is 
just one way of doing just 
that. For more information 
about the program, you can 
contact F.E. DuBose directly 
or visit the website: www.
beprobeproudsc.org.

F.E. DUBOSE
Continued from page one
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to the menu have been made 
over the years. Weinberg 
explained a change he made, 
saying, “We have added pork 
chops and taken a few items 
off.”

 Burger Chick 
has been keeping up with 
current trends through their 
Facebook page. In their 
biography, they are listed as 
‘an old school fast food joint,’ 
and they stay true to their 
biography.
 Online customers 
can find the entire menu, 
different specials, and any 

special hours. Burger Chick 
also recognizes and appre-
ciates its customers online,  
adding to the ‘old school’ 
feeling.
 Anyone who has 
lived in Clarendon County 
for more than ten years can 
tell you exactly what the 
inside of Burger Chick looks 
and smells like as there is no 

drive thru and that is a small 
part of what makes this 
restaurant so nostalgic and 
comforting to Clarendon 
residents. Weinberg credits 
his employees for the old 
school charm and excellent 
customer care that Burger 
Chick is known for.

ing of friends and strangers 
gathering around a fire and 
listening to the sound of 
their shared drum beats. The 
Clarendon County Drum 
Circle was formed around 
one year ago and had its last 
meeting on December 10th. 
Family-friendly, the circle 
has a mission to promote 
vibrational healing in the 
community and provide a 
safe space for people to share 
their struggles and successes 
over the last month. The 
group offers a very positive 
and accepting atmosphere 
for anyone needing to un-
wind or vent.
 Vibrational healing 

or vibrational sound therapy 
helps to restore the central 
nervous system and create 
deep relaxation. According 
to a certified vibrational 
sound therapist, Sandy 
LaBianco-Brown, the body 
is affected on a cellular level 
when listening to sooth-
ing sounds and vibrations. 
Stress creates an unhealthy 
flow throughout your mind 
and body, first appearing as 
low energy and later as bad 
health. Sound can open en-
ergy flow to move you back 
toward healthy alignment. 
By devoting just a few hours 
a month to something as 
easy as hitting a drum, you 
could reduce stress, among 
a number of other health 
benefits.
 

 Ben Thames said, 
“Everybody has problems 
here. Right now, I see there’s 
six of us, that’s six different 
problems going around, but 
when we all sit down, all our 
problems are gone… It’s very 
soothing.”  

 “Everybody gets 
something different from it, 
I’ve seen young people get so 
hyper, and then some people 
get very relaxed and laid 
back,” according to Donna 
Marie Pesce-Matthews, one 
of the group’s organizers.
 
 Ann Thames is 
another one of the collabora-
tors in the circle. She spoke 
in detail about the circle’s 
benefits for those struggling 
with depression, stress, high 

blood pressure, and it can 
even improve motor skills.
  When asked if they 
had one message to share 
about the drum circle with 
others, they said, “Come 
help us raise vibration!” and 
“You can use anything for 
an instrument that you can 
think of.”
 The Clarendon 
County Drum Circle invites 
everyone to join their next 
meeting in January! Please 
bring a chair or blanket and 
an instrument if you have 
one, or they will provide one 
if needed. Check out their 
Facebook page @Clarendon 
County Drum Circle for 
more information on the 
date and location of the next 
meeting! 

1079 Setter Drive in Man-
ning and drop their letter 
to Santa in the special Santa 
Mailbox while enjoying the 
Christmas decorations from 
the Peake and Lamb families. 
 The special set up 
is also a donation spot for 
dog and cat food that can 
be left under the tree by the 
front porch using the lighted 
sidewalk. On the morning of 
Christmas Eve, the families 
will take the donations to 
Sumter SPCA.

 
 April Peake said, 
“Christmas is more to us 
than material things, it is 
about the smiles on the fam-
ilies faces when they see the 
lights and the children who 
get to send letters to Santa. 
It’s a time that you can make 
memories with your chil-
dren and families and share 
stories. When we first started 
doing this three years ago 
it warmed our hearts to see 
how families and children 
enjoyed the lights and seeing 
their favorite inflatables as 
they laughed with smiles on 
their faces.”

 
 Peake explained 
why they decided to start 
collecting food and supplies 
for animals by saying, “Then 
when you see TV ads on 
how SPCA’s have a lack of 
supplies to care for animals 
until they get their furever 
home just breaks our hearts. 
So to give back and make 
sure they have supplies to 
care for the animals  we 
started to accept donations 
and buy cheeseburgers for all 
the dogs at the SPCA. Every-
one and everything needs to 
know they are loved.” 

 Another added 
bonus is that Peake is letting 
The Manning Times run 
the Dear Santa letters in the 
Christmas edition of the 
paper before she mails them 
to the North Pole. Please en-
courage your children to get 
their letters in by December 
20th.
 The lights and 
decorations will be on daily 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
weeknights and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on weekends unless 
the weather prohibits.

We are massive animal lovers 
and currently have one 
rescue dog and one that we 
got as a puppy. They are both 
huge and hard to miss, but 
it seems they have become 
popular in our neighbor-
hood because everyone 
knows them by name.” 
 Kellener explained 
how her project began.

 “My mum and 
I love to do different art 
and decoration projects, so 
creating this Santa’s Grotto 
has been a lot of fun. My 
dad is also very handy, so he 
has been able to help with 
putting up the decorations 
and making our vision come 
to life. It has truly been an 
all-hands-on deck daily 
project. We just hope we will 
get a good turn out and raise 

some money for animals in 
need.” 
 The Kellners are 
asking for monetary dona-
tions to enter Santa’s Grotto. 
Once the donation is made, 
the public is welcome to 
enter the Grotto and take 
pictures with Santa. Kellener 
will also be taking pictures to 
post to a Facebook group.
 The donations will 
go to the Second Chance 
Animal Shelter. In addition 
to monetary donations the 
Kelleners are also accepting 
dog and cat food, bowls, 
leashes, blankets, toys and 
other pet related items for 
the shelter. 
 Phoebe Kellner is 
the lady that you may pass 
on the side of the road and 
see her trying to feed or 
catch a stray. 

 Kellener said, 
“When we moved here, I was 
so shocked at the number of 
strays. Just the other day we 

saw a dog running around 
our neighborhood. We were 
able to catch him, and with 
the help of A Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, we were 
able to reunite him with his 
owner. I wish every animal 
could find its ‘furever’ home 
like our dogs have with us.”

 The Kellener’s chose 
ASCAS because they knew 
it was the local shelter and 
they had spoken with some 
neighbors who volunteer at 
the shelter. 
 Kellener said, 
“When we first thought 
of the idea, there was no 
hesitation, our animals are 
our lives and we want to give 
others the best lives possible
 too!”
The Santa Claus picture 
event is open to the public.
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The summer camp was 
also open to all kids ages 
6 though sixteen, and it 
offered lessons in cultural 
awareness, academics, and 
fun activities like field trips. 
They visited museums and 
Moore Farms Botanical 

Gardens.
Pastor Miller said “The kids 
had a blast. They keep asking 
if we’re going to do the sum-
mer camp again next year.”
The church does plan on 
hosting the summer camp 
again, but they started this 
after school program to 
provide guidance for the 
children throughout the rest 
of the year. 
The program is not just 
for homework. The church 

plans to organize a speaker 
to come and talk to the kids 
from time to time. They’d 
like to invite people like 
doctors and teachers to talk 
about their experiences 
during their education. They 
are also bringing in repre-
sentatives from multiple 
colleges to talk to the chil-
dren about their schools, and 
what to expect when you’re 
preparing to go to college. 
The program will also assist 

teens with their college 
applications.
The children are split into 
different age groups that help 
prevent bullying, and they 
are under constant adult 
supervision. 
For more information about 
Trinity Full Gospel Church’s 
after school homework pro-
gram or their summer camp, 
please call 803-460-9947.

following Press Release:

“On August 28th, 2022, Clar-
endon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice received a complaint of a 
domesticated dog being shot 
the night before at Red’s Bar 
and Grill at 6322 M W Rick-
enbaker Road in the Sum-
merton area. An investigator 
was immediately assigned to 
the complaint. The Sheriff ’s 
Office also received a call 
from the dog’s owner who 
was at the bar and grill the 
night before. The dog’s own-
er stated he had been in the 
restaurant and had left the 
dog in his vehicle with the 
vehicle running. The owner 
stated that when he went 
to leave the restaurant, he 
noticed the dog had gotten 
out of the vehicle through 
the back sliding window. The 
owner stated he looked for 
the dog up until around 1:30 
am. The owner stated he had 
already received a phone call 
about a dog being shot in the 
parking lot at the restaurant. 
Investigators were able to 
determine through witness-
es that Wayne Gugliemetty 
was the individual who had 
shot the dog in the parking 
lot and disposed of the dog’s 
body. At the present time, 
the dogs’ body has been 
recovere by the owner and 
Wayne Allen Guliemtty 
of the Summerton area of 
Clarendon County has been 
arrested and charged with 
one count of animal cruelty.”

 Cutter’s dog was shot 14 
times.
Under the state of South 
Carolina Law Section 47-
1-40 Animal Cruelty can 
be defined as maliciously 
and intentionally maim-
ing, wounding, torturing, 
mutilating a living animal or 
maliciously and intention-
ally killing an animal.  The 
punishment currently under 
state law is as follows. 
1st offense is considered a 
misdemeanor with a maxi-
mum jail sentence of 90 days 
and fine ranging between 
a minimum of $100 to a 
maximum of $1000 or both. 
Second offense can carry a 
maximum jail sentence of 
two years in jail or a fine of 
$2000 or both. Many people 
wonder if animal cruelty is 
a federal felony. In 2019 the 
Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture Act or PACT 
Act was signed into law, 
making certain acts of ani-
mal cruelty a federal crime. 
Violating the PACT Act is 
punishable by a prison term 
up to seven years, a fine, or 
both ( www.alleycat.org)
The federal law prohibiting 
the creation and distribution 
of “crush videos” does not 
cover the underlying acts of 
animal abuse, which can oc-
cur beyond the reach of state 
cruelty laws. The PACT Act 
closes that loophole by ex-
tending federal jurisdiction 
to these specific, particularly 
heinous crimes. The PACT 
Act is consistent with other 
federal laws that address acts 
of malicious animal cruelty 
that have an interstate nexus. 
Under legislation currently 
before the US Congress, 

federal jurisdiction will ex-
tend to certain heinous and 
unspeakable acts of animal 
abuse ( awioline.com).
The question in Diva’s case 
is does the shooting of a 
dog 14 times qualify for the 
PACT act?
Cutter’s best friend Jason 
Nelson and his five year old 
son Conner knew Diva well. 
Nelson said:
“Diva was my son Conner’s 
absolute best friend! Jamie 
is one of my closest friends 
so myself and my son were 
around them ( Cutter and 
Diva) several times a week, 
and Diva was the sweetest, 
the most gentle dog I have 
ever seen in my life. She was 
like a child in Jamie’s eyes. 
She went everywhere with 
him, even to work every-
day. Diva was used to being 
around people, children and 
even other animals regularly. 
She was well trained and well 
behaved and wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. When my son learned of 
Diva dying he was devastat-
ed. He doesn’t know how she 
was brutally shot and killed, 
only that she died.”
In January of 2022 another 
man was arrested for animal 
cruelty when he threw a 
small dog in a hole and 
shot it several times while 
recording it and posting it 
to social media. The suspect 
was arrested and released on 
bond, same as Gugliemetty. 
His case is still pending.
Another case of animal 
cruelty in Clarendon County 
in less than year begs the 
question: Should the animal 
cruelty laws be stricter and 
if so, what can be done to 
change them?

ent vocational professions, 
and have the opportunity to 
learn about more than fif-
ty-eight employment oppor-
tunities in South Carolina.
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is all 
about reinforcing the value 
of the trade skills programs 

in our state. F.E. DuBose has 
been a longtime support-
er of this movement even 
before the Be Pro, Be Proud 
program rolled out. High 
school and college students 
can attend many different 
programs through F.E. 
DuBose which allows them 
to earn certifications that 
make them more marketable 
to industries in our area who 
are hiring. 

The 53-foot expandable 
trailer will be located at 
F.E. DuBose October 20th. 
Students will be able to 
participate in simulations of 
trades such as truck driving, 
welding, carpentry, and fork-
lift operating, among others. 
In addition to stopping at 
F.E. DuBose, there are plans 
of the trailer making stops 
at several middle and high 
schools in the Clarendon 

County area.
Bringing pride back to the 
vocational field has been 
center-stage in South Caro-
lina over the last few years. 
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is 
just one way of doing just 
that. For more information 
about the program, you can 
contact F.E. DuBose directly 
or visit the website: www.
beprobeproudsc.org.

F.E. DUBOSE
Continued from page one
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Paul

WELDING

Rudd

CCTC student wins 
welding competition
submitted

 Central Carolina Technical College 
advanced pipe welding student Harrison 
Rickard placed first in the 2023 South Caro-
lina SkillsUSA Welding Competition.
 Harrison was tasked with complet-
ing two separate welding projects within 
four hours. These projects involved perform-
ing welds using processes such as shielded 
metal arc welding, gas metal arc welding, 
flux cored arc welding and gas tungsten arc 
welding.

 "The South Carolina SkillsUSA 
Welding Competition was a great test for me 
to learn how to perform well under stress 
while also conforming to time constraints," 
says Harrison. "I enjoyed the challenge it 
presented and look forward to testing my 
skills again at the national level."

 Harrison started his welding career 
at CCTC in fall 2021. He graduated at the 
top of his class from the basic structural 
welding program in the summer of 2022 

and continued his welding career at CCTC 
where he is now enrolled in the advanced 
pipe welding program. He will represent 
South Carolina in the individual welding 
category at the National SkillsUSA Welding 
Competition this June in Atlanta, Georgia.

"The welding competition prepares students 
to work under pressure, complete tasks in 
a strict time frame and apply the skills they 
learned in the welding program," says CCTC 
pipe welding instructor Lucas Bishop. "We 
are extremely proud of the performance of 
Harrison Rickard during this year's South 
Carolina SkillsUSA Welding Competition 
and we look forward to competing in June at 
nationals."

CCTC's nationally recognized welding 
program prepares students for careers as 
welding engineers, sales engineers, manu-
facturing engineers, application engineers, 
project engineers and managers. To learn 
more about CCTC's welding program, 
contact Alex Reis at (803) 778-7863 or visit 
cctech.edu.

to the menu have been made 
over the years. Weinberg 
explained a change he made, 
saying, “We have added pork 
chops and taken a few items 
off.”

 Burger Chick 
has been keeping up with 
current trends through their 
Facebook page. In their 
biography, they are listed as 
‘an old school fast food joint,’ 
and they stay true to their 
biography.
 Online customers 
can find the entire menu, 
different specials, and any 

special hours. Burger Chick 
also recognizes and appre-
ciates its customers online,  
adding to the ‘old school’ 
feeling.
 Anyone who has 
lived in Clarendon County 
for more than ten years can 
tell you exactly what the 
inside of Burger Chick looks 
and smells like as there is no 

drive thru and that is a small 
part of what makes this 
restaurant so nostalgic and 
comforting to Clarendon 
residents. Weinberg credits 
his employees for the old 
school charm and excellent 
customer care that Burger 
Chick is known for.

ing of friends and strangers 
gathering around a fire and 
listening to the sound of 
their shared drum beats. The 
Clarendon County Drum 
Circle was formed around 
one year ago and had its last 
meeting on December 10th. 
Family-friendly, the circle 
has a mission to promote 
vibrational healing in the 
community and provide a 
safe space for people to share 
their struggles and successes 
over the last month. The 
group offers a very positive 
and accepting atmosphere 
for anyone needing to un-
wind or vent.
 Vibrational healing 

or vibrational sound therapy 
helps to restore the central 
nervous system and create 
deep relaxation. According 
to a certified vibrational 
sound therapist, Sandy 
LaBianco-Brown, the body 
is affected on a cellular level 
when listening to sooth-
ing sounds and vibrations. 
Stress creates an unhealthy 
flow throughout your mind 
and body, first appearing as 
low energy and later as bad 
health. Sound can open en-
ergy flow to move you back 
toward healthy alignment. 
By devoting just a few hours 
a month to something as 
easy as hitting a drum, you 
could reduce stress, among 
a number of other health 
benefits.
 

 Ben Thames said, 
“Everybody has problems 
here. Right now, I see there’s 
six of us, that’s six different 
problems going around, but 
when we all sit down, all our 
problems are gone… It’s very 
soothing.”  

 “Everybody gets 
something different from it, 
I’ve seen young people get so 
hyper, and then some people 
get very relaxed and laid 
back,” according to Donna 
Marie Pesce-Matthews, one 
of the group’s organizers.
 
 Ann Thames is 
another one of the collabora-
tors in the circle. She spoke 
in detail about the circle’s 
benefits for those struggling 
with depression, stress, high 

blood pressure, and it can 
even improve motor skills.
  When asked if they 
had one message to share 
about the drum circle with 
others, they said, “Come 
help us raise vibration!” and 
“You can use anything for 
an instrument that you can 
think of.”
 The Clarendon 
County Drum Circle invites 
everyone to join their next 
meeting in January! Please 
bring a chair or blanket and 
an instrument if you have 
one, or they will provide one 
if needed. Check out their 
Facebook page @Clarendon 
County Drum Circle for 
more information on the 
date and location of the next 
meeting! 

1079 Setter Drive in Man-
ning and drop their letter 
to Santa in the special Santa 
Mailbox while enjoying the 
Christmas decorations from 
the Peake and Lamb families. 
 The special set up 
is also a donation spot for 
dog and cat food that can 
be left under the tree by the 
front porch using the lighted 
sidewalk. On the morning of 
Christmas Eve, the families 
will take the donations to 
Sumter SPCA.

 
 April Peake said, 
“Christmas is more to us 
than material things, it is 
about the smiles on the fam-
ilies faces when they see the 
lights and the children who 
get to send letters to Santa. 
It’s a time that you can make 
memories with your chil-
dren and families and share 
stories. When we first started 
doing this three years ago 
it warmed our hearts to see 
how families and children 
enjoyed the lights and seeing 
their favorite inflatables as 
they laughed with smiles on 
their faces.”

 
 Peake explained 
why they decided to start 
collecting food and supplies 
for animals by saying, “Then 
when you see TV ads on 
how SPCA’s have a lack of 
supplies to care for animals 
until they get their furever 
home just breaks our hearts. 
So to give back and make 
sure they have supplies to 
care for the animals  we 
started to accept donations 
and buy cheeseburgers for all 
the dogs at the SPCA. Every-
one and everything needs to 
know they are loved.” 

 Another added 
bonus is that Peake is letting 
The Manning Times run 
the Dear Santa letters in the 
Christmas edition of the 
paper before she mails them 
to the North Pole. Please en-
courage your children to get 
their letters in by December 
20th.
 The lights and 
decorations will be on daily 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
weeknights and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on weekends unless 
the weather prohibits.

We are massive animal lovers 
and currently have one 
rescue dog and one that we 
got as a puppy. They are both 
huge and hard to miss, but 
it seems they have become 
popular in our neighbor-
hood because everyone 
knows them by name.” 
 Kellener explained 
how her project began.

 “My mum and 
I love to do different art 
and decoration projects, so 
creating this Santa’s Grotto 
has been a lot of fun. My 
dad is also very handy, so he 
has been able to help with 
putting up the decorations 
and making our vision come 
to life. It has truly been an 
all-hands-on deck daily 
project. We just hope we will 
get a good turn out and raise 

some money for animals in 
need.” 
 The Kellners are 
asking for monetary dona-
tions to enter Santa’s Grotto. 
Once the donation is made, 
the public is welcome to 
enter the Grotto and take 
pictures with Santa. Kellener 
will also be taking pictures to 
post to a Facebook group.
 The donations will 
go to the Second Chance 
Animal Shelter. In addition 
to monetary donations the 
Kelleners are also accepting 
dog and cat food, bowls, 
leashes, blankets, toys and 
other pet related items for 
the shelter. 
 Phoebe Kellner is 
the lady that you may pass 
on the side of the road and 
see her trying to feed or 
catch a stray. 

 Kellener said, 
“When we moved here, I was 
so shocked at the number of 
strays. Just the other day we 

saw a dog running around 
our neighborhood. We were 
able to catch him, and with 
the help of A Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, we were 
able to reunite him with his 
owner. I wish every animal 
could find its ‘furever’ home 
like our dogs have with us.”

 The Kellener’s chose 
ASCAS because they knew 
it was the local shelter and 
they had spoken with some 
neighbors who volunteer at 
the shelter. 
 Kellener said, 
“When we first thought 
of the idea, there was no 
hesitation, our animals are 
our lives and we want to give 
others the best lives possible
 too!”
The Santa Claus picture 
event is open to the public.
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The summer camp was 
also open to all kids ages 
6 though sixteen, and it 
offered lessons in cultural 
awareness, academics, and 
fun activities like field trips. 
They visited museums and 
Moore Farms Botanical 

Gardens.
Pastor Miller said “The kids 
had a blast. They keep asking 
if we’re going to do the sum-
mer camp again next year.”
The church does plan on 
hosting the summer camp 
again, but they started this 
after school program to 
provide guidance for the 
children throughout the rest 
of the year. 
The program is not just 
for homework. The church 

plans to organize a speaker 
to come and talk to the kids 
from time to time. They’d 
like to invite people like 
doctors and teachers to talk 
about their experiences 
during their education. They 
are also bringing in repre-
sentatives from multiple 
colleges to talk to the chil-
dren about their schools, and 
what to expect when you’re 
preparing to go to college. 
The program will also assist 

teens with their college 
applications.
The children are split into 
different age groups that help 
prevent bullying, and they 
are under constant adult 
supervision. 
For more information about 
Trinity Full Gospel Church’s 
after school homework pro-
gram or their summer camp, 
please call 803-460-9947.

following Press Release:

“On August 28th, 2022, Clar-
endon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice received a complaint of a 
domesticated dog being shot 
the night before at Red’s Bar 
and Grill at 6322 M W Rick-
enbaker Road in the Sum-
merton area. An investigator 
was immediately assigned to 
the complaint. The Sheriff ’s 
Office also received a call 
from the dog’s owner who 
was at the bar and grill the 
night before. The dog’s own-
er stated he had been in the 
restaurant and had left the 
dog in his vehicle with the 
vehicle running. The owner 
stated that when he went 
to leave the restaurant, he 
noticed the dog had gotten 
out of the vehicle through 
the back sliding window. The 
owner stated he looked for 
the dog up until around 1:30 
am. The owner stated he had 
already received a phone call 
about a dog being shot in the 
parking lot at the restaurant. 
Investigators were able to 
determine through witness-
es that Wayne Gugliemetty 
was the individual who had 
shot the dog in the parking 
lot and disposed of the dog’s 
body. At the present time, 
the dogs’ body has been 
recovere by the owner and 
Wayne Allen Guliemtty 
of the Summerton area of 
Clarendon County has been 
arrested and charged with 
one count of animal cruelty.”

 Cutter’s dog was shot 14 
times.
Under the state of South 
Carolina Law Section 47-
1-40 Animal Cruelty can 
be defined as maliciously 
and intentionally maim-
ing, wounding, torturing, 
mutilating a living animal or 
maliciously and intention-
ally killing an animal.  The 
punishment currently under 
state law is as follows. 
1st offense is considered a 
misdemeanor with a maxi-
mum jail sentence of 90 days 
and fine ranging between 
a minimum of $100 to a 
maximum of $1000 or both. 
Second offense can carry a 
maximum jail sentence of 
two years in jail or a fine of 
$2000 or both. Many people 
wonder if animal cruelty is 
a federal felony. In 2019 the 
Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture Act or PACT 
Act was signed into law, 
making certain acts of ani-
mal cruelty a federal crime. 
Violating the PACT Act is 
punishable by a prison term 
up to seven years, a fine, or 
both ( www.alleycat.org)
The federal law prohibiting 
the creation and distribution 
of “crush videos” does not 
cover the underlying acts of 
animal abuse, which can oc-
cur beyond the reach of state 
cruelty laws. The PACT Act 
closes that loophole by ex-
tending federal jurisdiction 
to these specific, particularly 
heinous crimes. The PACT 
Act is consistent with other 
federal laws that address acts 
of malicious animal cruelty 
that have an interstate nexus. 
Under legislation currently 
before the US Congress, 

federal jurisdiction will ex-
tend to certain heinous and 
unspeakable acts of animal 
abuse ( awioline.com).
The question in Diva’s case 
is does the shooting of a 
dog 14 times qualify for the 
PACT act?
Cutter’s best friend Jason 
Nelson and his five year old 
son Conner knew Diva well. 
Nelson said:
“Diva was my son Conner’s 
absolute best friend! Jamie 
is one of my closest friends 
so myself and my son were 
around them ( Cutter and 
Diva) several times a week, 
and Diva was the sweetest, 
the most gentle dog I have 
ever seen in my life. She was 
like a child in Jamie’s eyes. 
She went everywhere with 
him, even to work every-
day. Diva was used to being 
around people, children and 
even other animals regularly. 
She was well trained and well 
behaved and wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. When my son learned of 
Diva dying he was devastat-
ed. He doesn’t know how she 
was brutally shot and killed, 
only that she died.”
In January of 2022 another 
man was arrested for animal 
cruelty when he threw a 
small dog in a hole and 
shot it several times while 
recording it and posting it 
to social media. The suspect 
was arrested and released on 
bond, same as Gugliemetty. 
His case is still pending.
Another case of animal 
cruelty in Clarendon County 
in less than year begs the 
question: Should the animal 
cruelty laws be stricter and 
if so, what can be done to 
change them?

ent vocational professions, 
and have the opportunity to 
learn about more than fif-
ty-eight employment oppor-
tunities in South Carolina.
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is all 
about reinforcing the value 
of the trade skills programs 

in our state. F.E. DuBose has 
been a longtime support-
er of this movement even 
before the Be Pro, Be Proud 
program rolled out. High 
school and college students 
can attend many different 
programs through F.E. 
DuBose which allows them 
to earn certifications that 
make them more marketable 
to industries in our area who 
are hiring. 

The 53-foot expandable 
trailer will be located at 
F.E. DuBose October 20th. 
Students will be able to 
participate in simulations of 
trades such as truck driving, 
welding, carpentry, and fork-
lift operating, among others. 
In addition to stopping at 
F.E. DuBose, there are plans 
of the trailer making stops 
at several middle and high 
schools in the Clarendon 

County area.
Bringing pride back to the 
vocational field has been 
center-stage in South Caro-
lina over the last few years. 
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is 
just one way of doing just 
that. For more information 
about the program, you can 
contact F.E. DuBose directly 
or visit the website: www.
beprobeproudsc.org.

F.E. DUBOSE
Continued from page one
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Timberland, Agricultural, and Recreational Land

803.473.8187 • KROSS@FTC-I.NET
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William Kevin Ross - BIC

www.kross-land.com

We are an 18-hole Championship Golf Course that 
is open to the public and offers great membership 

deals. We have a full service bar and lounge area for 
all golfers. We offer special discounts in the bar and 
Proshop for our members. BE A PART OF OUR FAMILY.

Shannon GreensShannon Greens
Golf Club

Membership Special: $300Membership Special: $300
Call the Proshop at 803.435.8752Call the Proshop at 803.435.8752
1435 Davenport Dr • Manning, SC 291021435 Davenport Dr • Manning, SC 29102

ANIMALS
Continued from page one

7 North Brooks Street
Manning, SC 29102

www.keypropertiesotc.com
803-825-4005

''Scott'' William C. Wannamaker,III GG Cutter                                Fawn Pedalino                         Nelson Walker
Broker-In-Charge                      Broker Associate                               Realtor                                      Realtor
C:843-224-0767                     C:803-225-2929                     C:803-460-6119                    C:803-473-0256

HOMEWORK
Continued from page one
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Freedom 

Furniture
539A South Mill St

Manning, SC
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Continued from page one
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Contact Randall SavelyContact Randall Savely
  803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com 803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com South Carolina

Newspaper Network

PLACE YOUR AD IN MORE THAN 
80 SC NEWSPAPERS

Reach up to 1.5 million readers 
using our small space ad network!

Statewide and regional options available

Santee Automotive

2601 Paxville Hwy. Manning   •  803.433.5400  •  www.santeeautomotive.com

Pocotaligo River
Health and Rehab 
3147 Sumter Hwy 

Manning, SC 
803-478-2323

Lake Moultrie
Health and Rehab
1038 McGill Lane

St. Stephen, SC
843-567-2307

Lake Marion
Health and Rehab
1527 Urbana Road

Summerton, SC
803-435-2317

Short-Term Rehab and Long-Term Care

info@southernseniorliving.com

Higher Standards, Lower Rates
Courtney Brown | Ashley Fry Martin | Stephanie Barkley

admin@lakemarioninsure.com

11 West Boyce Street
Manning, SC 29102

(803) 696-4336 Office
(803) 339-1961 Fax

Lake Marion Insurance Agency

P
S
E

Palmetto Sales
& Equipment,  Inc.
“The Agri-Equipment Specialists”

Steve BartonSteve Barton
3536 Alex Harvin Hwy.3536 Alex Harvin Hwy.
Manning, SC 29102Manning, SC 29102

Office: (803) 473-3110Office: (803) 473-3110
Mobile: (803) 460-7195Mobile: (803) 460-7195

Fax: (803) 473-3109Fax: (803) 473-3109

C & N Car WashC & N Car Wash
& Detailing& Detailing

Chris Wallman: Gladly working for JESUS

501 S. Mill St. | Manning, SC | 803-566-1733
“Matthew 5:41” we go that extra mile

600 South Mill Street Manning, SC 29102 | (803) 435-0707

M
ANNING

Brown’sBrown’s
Furniture & BeddingFurniture & Bedding

“Where Quality Matters”

It’s worth the drive for the savings!
31 W. WESMARK BLVD. • SUMTER, SC • 803-774-2100

www.brownsofsumter.comwww.brownsofsumter.com

RealtyRealty

Santee aSSociateSSantee aSSociateS

THUMBS UP BEST SERVICE
803-854-3000

Visit our website: www.santeeassociates.com or stop by our office @ 9355 SC-6 across from Tri-County Electric
Meet our friendly staff: AGENTS: Karen Hardman, Catherine Shuler, Donna O’Neill, Maggie Griffin, Cindy Ott

Buck Travis (Owner), Scott Clark (BIC), Eletha Travis (Office Coordinator)

803-435-4117803-435-4117

1948 Paxville Hwy • Manning, SC 291021948 Paxville Hwy • Manning, SC 29102
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$22,500.00
Price shown does not include sales tax

Quote ID#16319503

John Deere 3025E
John Deere D160 Loader
Frontier RC2060 Cutter

Frontier BB2060 Box Blade
18 Foot Trailer

Tractor Package

0% for 60 months
305 E Boyce St, Manning, SC 29102 • (803) 435-8807

Welcome!

John Igo of “TJ’s” Auto to

CAR CITY AUTO 
WHOLESALE 

SERVICE CENTER
Let us handle any and all of your AUTOMOTIVE needs!

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning Specialist
• Brakes
• Tune-ups
• Check Engine Lights

We do it all

All Your Service 
Needs Under One Roof

1985 AM NASH RD. MANNING, SC 29102  •  803-473-2828

BUY • SELL • TRADE

u COMING SOON

Local Farmer’s Market

By NIGEL JOHNSON
mtscreporter@gmail.com

With summer arriving, 
gardens are flourishing right 
here in Clarendon County and 
across the state. Some people 
decide to grow vegetables, 
herbs and flowers. Those indi-
viduals with larger spaces and 
gardens may want to partici-
pate in the Manning Farmers’ 
Market. The Farmers Market 
opens this Saturday June 8 at 
8 a.m.

Opening day for the Man-
ning Farmers’ Market will 
showcase 8-10 vendors. Lo-
cated at the corner of Church 
Street and Boyce Street, the 
market will be open from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. every Saturday 
from June 8 to late October. 

The market is open to artisans 
and crafters as well as farmers.

Farmers’ markets have 
steadily been on the rise in the 
last few decades. In 1994, fewer 
than 2,000 farmers’ markets 
were registered within the 
USDA Farmers’ Market Direc-
tory. That number has risen to 
over 8,600. With an increased 
national awareness of sustain-
ability and organic practices, 
farmers’ markets are gaining 
ground as shoppers turn to 
products from local sources.

At the Manning Farmers 
Market, you will be able to find 
a variety of fresh, organic pro-
duce at more affordable prices 
than in a traditional super-
market. There are also many 
farmers that carry products 
that are not technically “organ-

ic,” but have many low-priced 
foods that are pesticide and 
herbicide free. The advantage 
at a farmer’s market is that you 
can actually talk to the farmer, 
learn about their methods, 
and then decide for yourself. 
In some cases, they may even 
allow you to come and visit 
their farm. Being able to get 
up close and personal with 
your produce is what farmers 
markets are all about.

As in past years, local ven-
dors will offer a wide variety of 
locally grown produce as well 
as baked goods. The beginning 
of each month is expected to 
be busier, as well as holiday 
weekends, as locals come out 
to enjoy the local offerings. By 
shopping at the local farmers 
market, you will eat seasonal-
ly fresh foods. This is a great 
way to increase your overall 
health.  The farmers market 
does accept SNAP. Increase 
access to fresh, nutritious food. 
Several studies have found 
lower prices for conventional 
and organic produce at farmers 
markets than at supermarkets. 
According to research done by 
the Farmers Market Coalition, 
due to this and other factors, 
52% more SNAP households 
shop at farmers markets and 
from direct marketing farmers 
today than in 2011. It is not 
too late to become a vendor. 
Please call Manning City Hall 
for more information or stop 
by. (803)435-8477 

NIGEL JOHNSON/MANNING TIMES

From flowers to vegetables, the Farmer’s Market will have it all.

JOHNNY WEEKS/MANNING TIMES

Edna Ellis, a member of the Azalea 
Garden Club also helped with the 
flower arrangements and delivery to 
various businesses.

JOHNNY WEEKS/MANNING TIMES

Wanda Johnson, a member of the 
Azalea Garden Club, displaying a 
flower arrangement that she created. 
The Azalea Garden Club created 40 
arrangements that they distributed 
to the community acknowledging 
National Garden Club week.

u AZALEA GARDEN CLUB

Owner/Stylist

Kelli Pack

Grace Beatson MatthewsEnvy
SALON

Stylist

• Haircuts (Men & Women)
• Color • Waxing • Perms

• Olaplex Treatments
• Formal Styling • Makeup

312 East Boyce Street  •  Manning, SC • (803) 433-4130

We Welcome Walk-Ins

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

4:13

Home 
of the 

Puddin’ 
Swamp 
Festival

843-659-2781
1400 Main St.
Turbeville, SC

Mayor Kathryn 
Turbevile

Breast Magnetic Resonance Imaging. This is used as a 
supplement to mammography and ultrasound imaging for 
the detection, treatment and monitoring of breast cancer 
and other possible breast abnormalities.

Quality Health Care 
 McLeod Health Clarendon has achieved many 
noteworthy accomplishments to ensure high quality health 
care for the patients it serves. 
 McLeod Health Clarendon was recently awarded 
its fifth consecutive ‘A’ in the Leapfrog Hospital Safety 
Grade, a national distinction recognizing the hospital’s 
achievements in protecting patients from harm and pro-
viding safer health care. The Leapfrog Group is an inde-
pendent national organization committed to health care 
quality and safety. The Safety Grade assigns an ‘A’, ‘B’, 
‘C’, ‘D’ or ‘F’ grade to all general hospitals across the 
country and is updated every six months. Grades are based 
on a hospital’s performance in preventing medical errors, 
injuries, accidents, infections and other harm to patients in 
their care. 
 Additionally, the hospital achieved the Health-
grades 2020 Outstanding Patient Experience Award™. 
This distinction recognizes McLeod Health Clarendon as 
being among the top 15 percent of hospitals nationwide 

BBQ
Brown's

QB B

843-382-2753
809 N Williamsburg County Hwy

(Highway 52) Kingstree, SC

WE CATER BBQ AND 
OTHER MEALS ANYWHERE
IN THE SOUTHEAST

BBQ
Brown's

QB B

843-382-2753
809 N Williamsburg County Hwy

(Highway 52) Kingstree, SC

WE CATER BBQ AND 
OTHER MEALS ANYWHERE
IN THE SOUTHEAST

809 N Williamsburg County Hwy (Highway 52) Kingstree, SC809 N Williamsburg County Hwy (Highway 52) Kingstree, SC
843-382-2753

1. A way to injure
5. Mutual savings bank
8. Rock TV channel
11. Large number of fish swim-
ming together
13. Military mailbox
14. Female of a horse
15. Category
16. City
17. Breezed through
18. Officer who bears a mace
20. Tax collector
21. “Cheers” actress Perlman
22. Pauses before acting
25. Extracted information from 
a wave
30. Tendency to revert to some-
thing ancestral
31. No seats available
32. Nocturnal rodents
33. Moves gently to and fro
38. Not good
41. A way to ready
43. One who makes something 
better
45. Things associated with Amer-
ican history
48. Ancient Phoenician fertility 
god
49. A continuous portion of a 
circle
50. Volcanic craters
55. Units of electrical resistance
56. Gamble on
57. Ethiopian town
59. One point east of northeast
60. Polynesian garland of flowers
61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 
congregation
62. State of fuss
63. Keyboard key
64. Partner to relaxation

ACROSSDOWN

CROSSWORD  - ANSWERS ON PAGE 10

1. “The world’s most famous 
arena”
2. Polite interruption sound
3. Private school in New York
4. Refuse of grapes
5. __ Tomei, actress
6. Adult beverages
7. Supporter
8. Papier-__, art material
9. Forests have them
10. Most ancient Hindu scrip-
tures
12. Downwind
14. Marketplace
19. Flowering plant genus
23. Street where nightmares 
happen
24. Admirer
25. Dip lightly into water
26. When you hope to get there
27. Partner to cheese
28. Egg
29. A way to disqualify
34. South American plant
35. Fold-away bed
36. Debbie Harry album “__ Koo”
37. Swedish krona
39. Displaying warmth and 
friendliness
40. Official orders
41. Bowling alley necessity
42. Stray
44. About milk
45. Expressed pleasure
46. Caribbean dance
47. If not
48. __ fide (Latin)
51. Swiss river
52. Hebrew calendar month
53. One easily swindled
54. Point that is one point south 
of southwest
58. Small island (British)
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I am a musician born in Denmark on 
December 26, 1963. I played tennis as 
a young man, but gained an interest in 
music after receiving a ticket to see Deep 
Purple, which inspired me to become a 
drummer. I’ve been part of a metal rock 
band for many years.
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Santee Automotive

2601 Paxville Hwy. Manning   •  803.433.5400  •  www.santeeautomotive.com

WARREN
PROPANE

we provide 
tanks for 

commercial, 
agricultural, & 

residential.
with delivery.

3703 J W Rhames Rd,
Manning, SC 29102
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Henry P. "Bo" Bozard, Jr.

Office: 803-435-8891

Cell: 803-473-6604

bo@clarendoninsurance.com

on Thursday Nov. 10, The 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s 
Office was notified thru 
dispatch that an inmate had 
escaped from the Clarendon 
County Detention Center.  
The inmate was identified as 
42 y/o Shaun Wayne Wiles.
 Officers with the 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s 
Office,  the City of Manning 
Police Department, and 
multiple other agencies, to 
include the US Marshall’s 

Service, the Marshall’s Fugi-
tive Task Force, SLED, SLED 
Helicopter, SC Highway Pa-
trol ACERT Team, SCDNR, 
and Sumter County Sheriff ’s 
Office arrived on scene and 
began searching for the 
subject.   K-9’s were used to 
track the subject from the 
Detention Center.   Shortly 
after daylight, the subject 
was spotted by a homeowner 
in the trunk of her car as she 
was placing a bag of trash in 
it.  The subject fled on foot 
into the woods.  Officers 
relocated to this area and 
began another search. While 

this search was on going, 
officers received information 
from a Farmer about a mile 
away that one of his farm 
pickups had just been stolen.  
He had video of the incident, 
and it was determined that 
the subject was in fact the 
escaped inmate.  
 The stolen truck 
was described as a 2006 
GMC single cab pickup 
truck.  It is white in color, 
has a toolbox on the back 
and has 25 bags of corn in 
the back of the truck.  The 
SC tag # is 44568FM.
 Shaun Wayne Wiles 

is a white male, 5’10, and 
160lbs.  He has grey and 
black hair.  He has a tattoo of 
‘Melissa’  on the right side of 
his neck.
 All the listed 
agencies above are actively 
searching for Wiles. 
 The Clarendon 
County Detention Center is 
not a part of the Clarendon 
County Sheriff ’s Office. The 
Sheriff ’s Office is assisting 
with an investigation at the 
Clarendon County Deten-
tion Center on how Wiles 
was able to escape.

more of a full-time job than 
a hobby. Because Miller 
wanted to keep painting as a 
hobby while also helping her 
community, she agreed to 
restore one mural. She was 
told that the mural on the 
left side of Piggly Wiggly was 
in the worst condition, so 
she set out to work on it.
 Miller explained 
her goals with the mural, 
saying, “We’re just trying to 
bring it back and restore it. 
It was very dated and dull. 
We’re trying to keep it as 
close as we can to the origi-
nal.”

 The huge mural 
depicts Francis Marion in a 
corn field. All the murals in 
Manning tell a part of Fran-
cis Marion’s legendary story, 
and Miller has volunteered 
her time and hard work to 
preserve this part of history.
 Miller is no strang-
er to helping others. She is 
an RN who provided care 
for 44 years. She is also a 
licensed United Methodist 
pastor. She has never prac-
ticed painting professionally, 
but was happy to help with 
the project and give back to 
the community.
 Miller said, “I start-
ed back painting about three 
years ago. I hadn’t painted 
since college before then.”

 With help from 
her husband, her son, Lisa 
Fuller, and a scissor lift, 
Miller has been able to make 
plenty of progress on the 
mural. Miller said, “We’ve 
been painting for about four 
or five weeks off and on, due 
to the weather. I’m hoping to 
be finished with it this week.”
 Piggly Wiggly 
has also been a huge help 
throughout the restoration.

Miller said, “The Piggly Wig-
gly management have been 
great. They let us store our 
scissor lift there, and they 
let us use their electricity to 
power the lift. They let us use 
some of their bags for our 
paint brushes. They’ve been 

very helpful with every-

thing.”

 When describing 

her experience with the mu-

ral so far, Miller said, “I’ve 

enjoyed it, and I’m happy to 

put my own take on it. I’m 

trying to brighten it up quite 

a bit.”

 She hopes to spend 

more time in the future 

exploring more crafts and 

outlets of creativity, such as 

quilting.
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ed that goal by raising over 
$6,000! People from all over 
our state voted and Matteo 
won in a tight race for first 
with 6,306 votes. 
“I really didn’t think we 
had a chance, but when I 
checked the website August 
30th, I saw we were in sec-
ond place,” Danback said.
Since Matteo won the 
contest, his picture will be 
featured on Columbia Craft 
Brewing Company’s “Bark 
Brew” can after a profession-
al photoshoot with photog-
rapher Rob Wilson. He will 

also receive $100 in his fa-
vorite treats from Mill Creek 
Pet Foods. The limelight has 
not bothered the humble K9. 
In fact, he and his handler 
believe that this is just one 
more way for them to serve 
the community as more 
people get to know him and 
learn about the services he 
offers.
Matteo’s big win could very 
well be attributed to the hard 
work he has been putting 
in over the last week. He 
visited several businesses in 
Clarendon County and even 
visited with students at East 
Clarendon Middle and High 
Schools. When Matteo visit-
ed the Laurence Manning Li-
brary, the usually quiet area 

became a place of excitement 
as students, faculty, and staff 
made their way down to vis-
it. Matteo patiently sat with 
the students and listened to 
a story read by the librarian, 
then he had a chance to give 
a lot of love to students as 
they read independently. 
“I know the students are 
dealing with so much more 
than we could ever have 
dealt with at their ages, and 
we just want to offer support 
and let them know they 
aren’t alone,” said Danback.
While the focus of most 
programs like this one is 
working with older students, 
Danback and Matteo plan 
to take a different approach. 
They want to build rela-

tionships with the younger 
generation, so they are aware 
of the assistance available to 
them as they grow older and 
navigate the obstacles of life. 
Matteo and Danback are 
rested up and ready to go 
this coming week, and The 
Manning Times will be with 
them to document their 
travels along the way. Check 
in next week for the next 
“Where’s Matteo” to see what 
adventures he has had. If you 
happen to see him around, 
snap a photo and email it to 
mtsceditor@gmail.com.

•Canned vegetables
•Canned Meats
•Powdered milk
•Cereals
•Jars of Peanut Butter and 
Jelly

Basic household items are 
also needed:
•Laundry Detergent 
•Soap
•Toothpaste and Tooth 
brushes
•Dish detergent

Beginning Monday Septem-
ber 3rd The Manning Times 
will be hosting a food drive 
for The United Ministries of 

Clarendon County. Please 
drop by the office between 
10 am and 5:30 pm to 
donate. The staff will meet 
you outside and unload any 
donations.  The goal is to 
raise 300 pounds of food. 
“Food is a staple of life and 
no one should go hungry, i 
encourage everyone who can 
donate and help us reach the 
goal of 300 pounds of food 

to come out and do so, we 
will even grab it from you 
in the car. All you have to 
do is pull up and donate.” 
Said Publisher Leigh Ann 
Maynard. “Please come out 
and help support your fellow 
citizens who may be in need, 
it could happen to anyone.”

stone to reach her ultimate 
career goal of a Madter’s 
Degree in Nursing.. This 
will give her the certification 
to teach other to become 

nurses. P.E.O. (Philanthropic 
Educational Organization) 
has been celebrating women 
helping women reach for 
the stars for more than 150 
years. Since its inception in 
1869, the nonprofit organi-
zation has helped more than 
119,000 women pursue ed-
ucational goals by providing 

over $398 million in grants, 
scholarships, awards, and 
loans. The Sisterhood also 
owns and supports Cottey 
College. Through member-
ship, the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
has brought together more 
than half a million women in 
the United States and Cana-
da who are passionate about 

helping women advance 
through education while 
supporting and motivating 
them. In addition to the ed-
ucational philanthropies, the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood provides 
a framework of support and 
community for all members.
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to the menu have been made 
over the years. Weinberg 
explained a change he made, 
saying, “We have added pork 
chops and taken a few items 
off.”

 Burger Chick 
has been keeping up with 
current trends through their 
Facebook page. In their 
biography, they are listed as 
‘an old school fast food joint,’ 
and they stay true to their 
biography.
 Online customers 
can find the entire menu, 
different specials, and any 

special hours. Burger Chick 
also recognizes and appre-
ciates its customers online,  
adding to the ‘old school’ 
feeling.
 Anyone who has 
lived in Clarendon County 
for more than ten years can 
tell you exactly what the 
inside of Burger Chick looks 
and smells like as there is no 

drive thru and that is a small 
part of what makes this 
restaurant so nostalgic and 
comforting to Clarendon 
residents. Weinberg credits 
his employees for the old 
school charm and excellent 
customer care that Burger 
Chick is known for.

ing of friends and strangers 
gathering around a fire and 
listening to the sound of 
their shared drum beats. The 
Clarendon County Drum 
Circle was formed around 
one year ago and had its last 
meeting on December 10th. 
Family-friendly, the circle 
has a mission to promote 
vibrational healing in the 
community and provide a 
safe space for people to share 
their struggles and successes 
over the last month. The 
group offers a very positive 
and accepting atmosphere 
for anyone needing to un-
wind or vent.
 Vibrational healing 

or vibrational sound therapy 
helps to restore the central 
nervous system and create 
deep relaxation. According 
to a certified vibrational 
sound therapist, Sandy 
LaBianco-Brown, the body 
is affected on a cellular level 
when listening to sooth-
ing sounds and vibrations. 
Stress creates an unhealthy 
flow throughout your mind 
and body, first appearing as 
low energy and later as bad 
health. Sound can open en-
ergy flow to move you back 
toward healthy alignment. 
By devoting just a few hours 
a month to something as 
easy as hitting a drum, you 
could reduce stress, among 
a number of other health 
benefits.
 

 Ben Thames said, 
“Everybody has problems 
here. Right now, I see there’s 
six of us, that’s six different 
problems going around, but 
when we all sit down, all our 
problems are gone… It’s very 
soothing.”  

 “Everybody gets 
something different from it, 
I’ve seen young people get so 
hyper, and then some people 
get very relaxed and laid 
back,” according to Donna 
Marie Pesce-Matthews, one 
of the group’s organizers.
 
 Ann Thames is 
another one of the collabora-
tors in the circle. She spoke 
in detail about the circle’s 
benefits for those struggling 
with depression, stress, high 

blood pressure, and it can 
even improve motor skills.
  When asked if they 
had one message to share 
about the drum circle with 
others, they said, “Come 
help us raise vibration!” and 
“You can use anything for 
an instrument that you can 
think of.”
 The Clarendon 
County Drum Circle invites 
everyone to join their next 
meeting in January! Please 
bring a chair or blanket and 
an instrument if you have 
one, or they will provide one 
if needed. Check out their 
Facebook page @Clarendon 
County Drum Circle for 
more information on the 
date and location of the next 
meeting! 

1079 Setter Drive in Man-
ning and drop their letter 
to Santa in the special Santa 
Mailbox while enjoying the 
Christmas decorations from 
the Peake and Lamb families. 
 The special set up 
is also a donation spot for 
dog and cat food that can 
be left under the tree by the 
front porch using the lighted 
sidewalk. On the morning of 
Christmas Eve, the families 
will take the donations to 
Sumter SPCA.

 
 April Peake said, 
“Christmas is more to us 
than material things, it is 
about the smiles on the fam-
ilies faces when they see the 
lights and the children who 
get to send letters to Santa. 
It’s a time that you can make 
memories with your chil-
dren and families and share 
stories. When we first started 
doing this three years ago 
it warmed our hearts to see 
how families and children 
enjoyed the lights and seeing 
their favorite inflatables as 
they laughed with smiles on 
their faces.”

 
 Peake explained 
why they decided to start 
collecting food and supplies 
for animals by saying, “Then 
when you see TV ads on 
how SPCA’s have a lack of 
supplies to care for animals 
until they get their furever 
home just breaks our hearts. 
So to give back and make 
sure they have supplies to 
care for the animals  we 
started to accept donations 
and buy cheeseburgers for all 
the dogs at the SPCA. Every-
one and everything needs to 
know they are loved.” 

 Another added 
bonus is that Peake is letting 
The Manning Times run 
the Dear Santa letters in the 
Christmas edition of the 
paper before she mails them 
to the North Pole. Please en-
courage your children to get 
their letters in by December 
20th.
 The lights and 
decorations will be on daily 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
weeknights and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on weekends unless 
the weather prohibits.

We are massive animal lovers 
and currently have one 
rescue dog and one that we 
got as a puppy. They are both 
huge and hard to miss, but 
it seems they have become 
popular in our neighbor-
hood because everyone 
knows them by name.” 
 Kellener explained 
how her project began.

 “My mum and 
I love to do different art 
and decoration projects, so 
creating this Santa’s Grotto 
has been a lot of fun. My 
dad is also very handy, so he 
has been able to help with 
putting up the decorations 
and making our vision come 
to life. It has truly been an 
all-hands-on deck daily 
project. We just hope we will 
get a good turn out and raise 

some money for animals in 
need.” 
 The Kellners are 
asking for monetary dona-
tions to enter Santa’s Grotto. 
Once the donation is made, 
the public is welcome to 
enter the Grotto and take 
pictures with Santa. Kellener 
will also be taking pictures to 
post to a Facebook group.
 The donations will 
go to the Second Chance 
Animal Shelter. In addition 
to monetary donations the 
Kelleners are also accepting 
dog and cat food, bowls, 
leashes, blankets, toys and 
other pet related items for 
the shelter. 
 Phoebe Kellner is 
the lady that you may pass 
on the side of the road and 
see her trying to feed or 
catch a stray. 

 Kellener said, 
“When we moved here, I was 
so shocked at the number of 
strays. Just the other day we 

saw a dog running around 
our neighborhood. We were 
able to catch him, and with 
the help of A Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, we were 
able to reunite him with his 
owner. I wish every animal 
could find its ‘furever’ home 
like our dogs have with us.”

 The Kellener’s chose 
ASCAS because they knew 
it was the local shelter and 
they had spoken with some 
neighbors who volunteer at 
the shelter. 
 Kellener said, 
“When we first thought 
of the idea, there was no 
hesitation, our animals are 
our lives and we want to give 
others the best lives possible
 too!”
The Santa Claus picture 
event is open to the public.
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The summer camp was 
also open to all kids ages 
6 though sixteen, and it 
offered lessons in cultural 
awareness, academics, and 
fun activities like field trips. 
They visited museums and 
Moore Farms Botanical 

Gardens.
Pastor Miller said “The kids 
had a blast. They keep asking 
if we’re going to do the sum-
mer camp again next year.”
The church does plan on 
hosting the summer camp 
again, but they started this 
after school program to 
provide guidance for the 
children throughout the rest 
of the year. 
The program is not just 
for homework. The church 

plans to organize a speaker 
to come and talk to the kids 
from time to time. They’d 
like to invite people like 
doctors and teachers to talk 
about their experiences 
during their education. They 
are also bringing in repre-
sentatives from multiple 
colleges to talk to the chil-
dren about their schools, and 
what to expect when you’re 
preparing to go to college. 
The program will also assist 

teens with their college 
applications.
The children are split into 
different age groups that help 
prevent bullying, and they 
are under constant adult 
supervision. 
For more information about 
Trinity Full Gospel Church’s 
after school homework pro-
gram or their summer camp, 
please call 803-460-9947.

following Press Release:

“On August 28th, 2022, Clar-
endon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice received a complaint of a 
domesticated dog being shot 
the night before at Red’s Bar 
and Grill at 6322 M W Rick-
enbaker Road in the Sum-
merton area. An investigator 
was immediately assigned to 
the complaint. The Sheriff ’s 
Office also received a call 
from the dog’s owner who 
was at the bar and grill the 
night before. The dog’s own-
er stated he had been in the 
restaurant and had left the 
dog in his vehicle with the 
vehicle running. The owner 
stated that when he went 
to leave the restaurant, he 
noticed the dog had gotten 
out of the vehicle through 
the back sliding window. The 
owner stated he looked for 
the dog up until around 1:30 
am. The owner stated he had 
already received a phone call 
about a dog being shot in the 
parking lot at the restaurant. 
Investigators were able to 
determine through witness-
es that Wayne Gugliemetty 
was the individual who had 
shot the dog in the parking 
lot and disposed of the dog’s 
body. At the present time, 
the dogs’ body has been 
recovere by the owner and 
Wayne Allen Guliemtty 
of the Summerton area of 
Clarendon County has been 
arrested and charged with 
one count of animal cruelty.”

 Cutter’s dog was shot 14 
times.
Under the state of South 
Carolina Law Section 47-
1-40 Animal Cruelty can 
be defined as maliciously 
and intentionally maim-
ing, wounding, torturing, 
mutilating a living animal or 
maliciously and intention-
ally killing an animal.  The 
punishment currently under 
state law is as follows. 
1st offense is considered a 
misdemeanor with a maxi-
mum jail sentence of 90 days 
and fine ranging between 
a minimum of $100 to a 
maximum of $1000 or both. 
Second offense can carry a 
maximum jail sentence of 
two years in jail or a fine of 
$2000 or both. Many people 
wonder if animal cruelty is 
a federal felony. In 2019 the 
Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture Act or PACT 
Act was signed into law, 
making certain acts of ani-
mal cruelty a federal crime. 
Violating the PACT Act is 
punishable by a prison term 
up to seven years, a fine, or 
both ( www.alleycat.org)
The federal law prohibiting 
the creation and distribution 
of “crush videos” does not 
cover the underlying acts of 
animal abuse, which can oc-
cur beyond the reach of state 
cruelty laws. The PACT Act 
closes that loophole by ex-
tending federal jurisdiction 
to these specific, particularly 
heinous crimes. The PACT 
Act is consistent with other 
federal laws that address acts 
of malicious animal cruelty 
that have an interstate nexus. 
Under legislation currently 
before the US Congress, 

federal jurisdiction will ex-
tend to certain heinous and 
unspeakable acts of animal 
abuse ( awioline.com).
The question in Diva’s case 
is does the shooting of a 
dog 14 times qualify for the 
PACT act?
Cutter’s best friend Jason 
Nelson and his five year old 
son Conner knew Diva well. 
Nelson said:
“Diva was my son Conner’s 
absolute best friend! Jamie 
is one of my closest friends 
so myself and my son were 
around them ( Cutter and 
Diva) several times a week, 
and Diva was the sweetest, 
the most gentle dog I have 
ever seen in my life. She was 
like a child in Jamie’s eyes. 
She went everywhere with 
him, even to work every-
day. Diva was used to being 
around people, children and 
even other animals regularly. 
She was well trained and well 
behaved and wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. When my son learned of 
Diva dying he was devastat-
ed. He doesn’t know how she 
was brutally shot and killed, 
only that she died.”
In January of 2022 another 
man was arrested for animal 
cruelty when he threw a 
small dog in a hole and 
shot it several times while 
recording it and posting it 
to social media. The suspect 
was arrested and released on 
bond, same as Gugliemetty. 
His case is still pending.
Another case of animal 
cruelty in Clarendon County 
in less than year begs the 
question: Should the animal 
cruelty laws be stricter and 
if so, what can be done to 
change them?

ent vocational professions, 
and have the opportunity to 
learn about more than fif-
ty-eight employment oppor-
tunities in South Carolina.
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is all 
about reinforcing the value 
of the trade skills programs 

in our state. F.E. DuBose has 
been a longtime support-
er of this movement even 
before the Be Pro, Be Proud 
program rolled out. High 
school and college students 
can attend many different 
programs through F.E. 
DuBose which allows them 
to earn certifications that 
make them more marketable 
to industries in our area who 
are hiring. 

The 53-foot expandable 
trailer will be located at 
F.E. DuBose October 20th. 
Students will be able to 
participate in simulations of 
trades such as truck driving, 
welding, carpentry, and fork-
lift operating, among others. 
In addition to stopping at 
F.E. DuBose, there are plans 
of the trailer making stops 
at several middle and high 
schools in the Clarendon 

County area.
Bringing pride back to the 
vocational field has been 
center-stage in South Caro-
lina over the last few years. 
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is 
just one way of doing just 
that. For more information 
about the program, you can 
contact F.E. DuBose directly 
or visit the website: www.
beprobeproudsc.org.

F.E. DUBOSE
Continued from page one
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to the menu have been made 
over the years. Weinberg 
explained a change he made, 
saying, “We have added pork 
chops and taken a few items 
off.”

 Burger Chick 
has been keeping up with 
current trends through their 
Facebook page. In their 
biography, they are listed as 
‘an old school fast food joint,’ 
and they stay true to their 
biography.
 Online customers 
can find the entire menu, 
different specials, and any 

special hours. Burger Chick 
also recognizes and appre-
ciates its customers online,  
adding to the ‘old school’ 
feeling.
 Anyone who has 
lived in Clarendon County 
for more than ten years can 
tell you exactly what the 
inside of Burger Chick looks 
and smells like as there is no 

drive thru and that is a small 
part of what makes this 
restaurant so nostalgic and 
comforting to Clarendon 
residents. Weinberg credits 
his employees for the old 
school charm and excellent 
customer care that Burger 
Chick is known for.

ing of friends and strangers 
gathering around a fire and 
listening to the sound of 
their shared drum beats. The 
Clarendon County Drum 
Circle was formed around 
one year ago and had its last 
meeting on December 10th. 
Family-friendly, the circle 
has a mission to promote 
vibrational healing in the 
community and provide a 
safe space for people to share 
their struggles and successes 
over the last month. The 
group offers a very positive 
and accepting atmosphere 
for anyone needing to un-
wind or vent.
 Vibrational healing 

or vibrational sound therapy 
helps to restore the central 
nervous system and create 
deep relaxation. According 
to a certified vibrational 
sound therapist, Sandy 
LaBianco-Brown, the body 
is affected on a cellular level 
when listening to sooth-
ing sounds and vibrations. 
Stress creates an unhealthy 
flow throughout your mind 
and body, first appearing as 
low energy and later as bad 
health. Sound can open en-
ergy flow to move you back 
toward healthy alignment. 
By devoting just a few hours 
a month to something as 
easy as hitting a drum, you 
could reduce stress, among 
a number of other health 
benefits.
 

 Ben Thames said, 
“Everybody has problems 
here. Right now, I see there’s 
six of us, that’s six different 
problems going around, but 
when we all sit down, all our 
problems are gone… It’s very 
soothing.”  

 “Everybody gets 
something different from it, 
I’ve seen young people get so 
hyper, and then some people 
get very relaxed and laid 
back,” according to Donna 
Marie Pesce-Matthews, one 
of the group’s organizers.
 
 Ann Thames is 
another one of the collabora-
tors in the circle. She spoke 
in detail about the circle’s 
benefits for those struggling 
with depression, stress, high 

blood pressure, and it can 
even improve motor skills.
  When asked if they 
had one message to share 
about the drum circle with 
others, they said, “Come 
help us raise vibration!” and 
“You can use anything for 
an instrument that you can 
think of.”
 The Clarendon 
County Drum Circle invites 
everyone to join their next 
meeting in January! Please 
bring a chair or blanket and 
an instrument if you have 
one, or they will provide one 
if needed. Check out their 
Facebook page @Clarendon 
County Drum Circle for 
more information on the 
date and location of the next 
meeting! 

1079 Setter Drive in Man-
ning and drop their letter 
to Santa in the special Santa 
Mailbox while enjoying the 
Christmas decorations from 
the Peake and Lamb families. 
 The special set up 
is also a donation spot for 
dog and cat food that can 
be left under the tree by the 
front porch using the lighted 
sidewalk. On the morning of 
Christmas Eve, the families 
will take the donations to 
Sumter SPCA.

 
 April Peake said, 
“Christmas is more to us 
than material things, it is 
about the smiles on the fam-
ilies faces when they see the 
lights and the children who 
get to send letters to Santa. 
It’s a time that you can make 
memories with your chil-
dren and families and share 
stories. When we first started 
doing this three years ago 
it warmed our hearts to see 
how families and children 
enjoyed the lights and seeing 
their favorite inflatables as 
they laughed with smiles on 
their faces.”

 
 Peake explained 
why they decided to start 
collecting food and supplies 
for animals by saying, “Then 
when you see TV ads on 
how SPCA’s have a lack of 
supplies to care for animals 
until they get their furever 
home just breaks our hearts. 
So to give back and make 
sure they have supplies to 
care for the animals  we 
started to accept donations 
and buy cheeseburgers for all 
the dogs at the SPCA. Every-
one and everything needs to 
know they are loved.” 

 Another added 
bonus is that Peake is letting 
The Manning Times run 
the Dear Santa letters in the 
Christmas edition of the 
paper before she mails them 
to the North Pole. Please en-
courage your children to get 
their letters in by December 
20th.
 The lights and 
decorations will be on daily 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
weeknights and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on weekends unless 
the weather prohibits.

We are massive animal lovers 
and currently have one 
rescue dog and one that we 
got as a puppy. They are both 
huge and hard to miss, but 
it seems they have become 
popular in our neighbor-
hood because everyone 
knows them by name.” 
 Kellener explained 
how her project began.

 “My mum and 
I love to do different art 
and decoration projects, so 
creating this Santa’s Grotto 
has been a lot of fun. My 
dad is also very handy, so he 
has been able to help with 
putting up the decorations 
and making our vision come 
to life. It has truly been an 
all-hands-on deck daily 
project. We just hope we will 
get a good turn out and raise 

some money for animals in 
need.” 
 The Kellners are 
asking for monetary dona-
tions to enter Santa’s Grotto. 
Once the donation is made, 
the public is welcome to 
enter the Grotto and take 
pictures with Santa. Kellener 
will also be taking pictures to 
post to a Facebook group.
 The donations will 
go to the Second Chance 
Animal Shelter. In addition 
to monetary donations the 
Kelleners are also accepting 
dog and cat food, bowls, 
leashes, blankets, toys and 
other pet related items for 
the shelter. 
 Phoebe Kellner is 
the lady that you may pass 
on the side of the road and 
see her trying to feed or 
catch a stray. 

 Kellener said, 
“When we moved here, I was 
so shocked at the number of 
strays. Just the other day we 

saw a dog running around 
our neighborhood. We were 
able to catch him, and with 
the help of A Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, we were 
able to reunite him with his 
owner. I wish every animal 
could find its ‘furever’ home 
like our dogs have with us.”

 The Kellener’s chose 
ASCAS because they knew 
it was the local shelter and 
they had spoken with some 
neighbors who volunteer at 
the shelter. 
 Kellener said, 
“When we first thought 
of the idea, there was no 
hesitation, our animals are 
our lives and we want to give 
others the best lives possible
 too!”
The Santa Claus picture 
event is open to the public.
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The summer camp was 
also open to all kids ages 
6 though sixteen, and it 
offered lessons in cultural 
awareness, academics, and 
fun activities like field trips. 
They visited museums and 
Moore Farms Botanical 

Gardens.
Pastor Miller said “The kids 
had a blast. They keep asking 
if we’re going to do the sum-
mer camp again next year.”
The church does plan on 
hosting the summer camp 
again, but they started this 
after school program to 
provide guidance for the 
children throughout the rest 
of the year. 
The program is not just 
for homework. The church 

plans to organize a speaker 
to come and talk to the kids 
from time to time. They’d 
like to invite people like 
doctors and teachers to talk 
about their experiences 
during their education. They 
are also bringing in repre-
sentatives from multiple 
colleges to talk to the chil-
dren about their schools, and 
what to expect when you’re 
preparing to go to college. 
The program will also assist 

teens with their college 
applications.
The children are split into 
different age groups that help 
prevent bullying, and they 
are under constant adult 
supervision. 
For more information about 
Trinity Full Gospel Church’s 
after school homework pro-
gram or their summer camp, 
please call 803-460-9947.

following Press Release:

“On August 28th, 2022, Clar-
endon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice received a complaint of a 
domesticated dog being shot 
the night before at Red’s Bar 
and Grill at 6322 M W Rick-
enbaker Road in the Sum-
merton area. An investigator 
was immediately assigned to 
the complaint. The Sheriff ’s 
Office also received a call 
from the dog’s owner who 
was at the bar and grill the 
night before. The dog’s own-
er stated he had been in the 
restaurant and had left the 
dog in his vehicle with the 
vehicle running. The owner 
stated that when he went 
to leave the restaurant, he 
noticed the dog had gotten 
out of the vehicle through 
the back sliding window. The 
owner stated he looked for 
the dog up until around 1:30 
am. The owner stated he had 
already received a phone call 
about a dog being shot in the 
parking lot at the restaurant. 
Investigators were able to 
determine through witness-
es that Wayne Gugliemetty 
was the individual who had 
shot the dog in the parking 
lot and disposed of the dog’s 
body. At the present time, 
the dogs’ body has been 
recovere by the owner and 
Wayne Allen Guliemtty 
of the Summerton area of 
Clarendon County has been 
arrested and charged with 
one count of animal cruelty.”

 Cutter’s dog was shot 14 
times.
Under the state of South 
Carolina Law Section 47-
1-40 Animal Cruelty can 
be defined as maliciously 
and intentionally maim-
ing, wounding, torturing, 
mutilating a living animal or 
maliciously and intention-
ally killing an animal.  The 
punishment currently under 
state law is as follows. 
1st offense is considered a 
misdemeanor with a maxi-
mum jail sentence of 90 days 
and fine ranging between 
a minimum of $100 to a 
maximum of $1000 or both. 
Second offense can carry a 
maximum jail sentence of 
two years in jail or a fine of 
$2000 or both. Many people 
wonder if animal cruelty is 
a federal felony. In 2019 the 
Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture Act or PACT 
Act was signed into law, 
making certain acts of ani-
mal cruelty a federal crime. 
Violating the PACT Act is 
punishable by a prison term 
up to seven years, a fine, or 
both ( www.alleycat.org)
The federal law prohibiting 
the creation and distribution 
of “crush videos” does not 
cover the underlying acts of 
animal abuse, which can oc-
cur beyond the reach of state 
cruelty laws. The PACT Act 
closes that loophole by ex-
tending federal jurisdiction 
to these specific, particularly 
heinous crimes. The PACT 
Act is consistent with other 
federal laws that address acts 
of malicious animal cruelty 
that have an interstate nexus. 
Under legislation currently 
before the US Congress, 

federal jurisdiction will ex-
tend to certain heinous and 
unspeakable acts of animal 
abuse ( awioline.com).
The question in Diva’s case 
is does the shooting of a 
dog 14 times qualify for the 
PACT act?
Cutter’s best friend Jason 
Nelson and his five year old 
son Conner knew Diva well. 
Nelson said:
“Diva was my son Conner’s 
absolute best friend! Jamie 
is one of my closest friends 
so myself and my son were 
around them ( Cutter and 
Diva) several times a week, 
and Diva was the sweetest, 
the most gentle dog I have 
ever seen in my life. She was 
like a child in Jamie’s eyes. 
She went everywhere with 
him, even to work every-
day. Diva was used to being 
around people, children and 
even other animals regularly. 
She was well trained and well 
behaved and wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. When my son learned of 
Diva dying he was devastat-
ed. He doesn’t know how she 
was brutally shot and killed, 
only that she died.”
In January of 2022 another 
man was arrested for animal 
cruelty when he threw a 
small dog in a hole and 
shot it several times while 
recording it and posting it 
to social media. The suspect 
was arrested and released on 
bond, same as Gugliemetty. 
His case is still pending.
Another case of animal 
cruelty in Clarendon County 
in less than year begs the 
question: Should the animal 
cruelty laws be stricter and 
if so, what can be done to 
change them?

ent vocational professions, 
and have the opportunity to 
learn about more than fif-
ty-eight employment oppor-
tunities in South Carolina.
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is all 
about reinforcing the value 
of the trade skills programs 

in our state. F.E. DuBose has 
been a longtime support-
er of this movement even 
before the Be Pro, Be Proud 
program rolled out. High 
school and college students 
can attend many different 
programs through F.E. 
DuBose which allows them 
to earn certifications that 
make them more marketable 
to industries in our area who 
are hiring. 

The 53-foot expandable 
trailer will be located at 
F.E. DuBose October 20th. 
Students will be able to 
participate in simulations of 
trades such as truck driving, 
welding, carpentry, and fork-
lift operating, among others. 
In addition to stopping at 
F.E. DuBose, there are plans 
of the trailer making stops 
at several middle and high 
schools in the Clarendon 

County area.
Bringing pride back to the 
vocational field has been 
center-stage in South Caro-
lina over the last few years. 
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is 
just one way of doing just 
that. For more information 
about the program, you can 
contact F.E. DuBose directly 
or visit the website: www.
beprobeproudsc.org.

F.E. DUBOSE
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WELDING

Rudd

CCTC student wins 
welding competition
submitted

 Central Carolina Technical College 
advanced pipe welding student Harrison 
Rickard placed first in the 2023 South Caro-
lina SkillsUSA Welding Competition.
 Harrison was tasked with complet-
ing two separate welding projects within 
four hours. These projects involved perform-
ing welds using processes such as shielded 
metal arc welding, gas metal arc welding, 
flux cored arc welding and gas tungsten arc 
welding.

 "The South Carolina SkillsUSA 
Welding Competition was a great test for me 
to learn how to perform well under stress 
while also conforming to time constraints," 
says Harrison. "I enjoyed the challenge it 
presented and look forward to testing my 
skills again at the national level."

 Harrison started his welding career 
at CCTC in fall 2021. He graduated at the 
top of his class from the basic structural 
welding program in the summer of 2022 

and continued his welding career at CCTC 
where he is now enrolled in the advanced 
pipe welding program. He will represent 
South Carolina in the individual welding 
category at the National SkillsUSA Welding 
Competition this June in Atlanta, Georgia.

"The welding competition prepares students 
to work under pressure, complete tasks in 
a strict time frame and apply the skills they 
learned in the welding program," says CCTC 
pipe welding instructor Lucas Bishop. "We 
are extremely proud of the performance of 
Harrison Rickard during this year's South 
Carolina SkillsUSA Welding Competition 
and we look forward to competing in June at 
nationals."

CCTC's nationally recognized welding 
program prepares students for careers as 
welding engineers, sales engineers, manu-
facturing engineers, application engineers, 
project engineers and managers. To learn 
more about CCTC's welding program, 
contact Alex Reis at (803) 778-7863 or visit 
cctech.edu.

on Thursday Nov. 10, The 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s 
Office was notified thru 
dispatch that an inmate had 
escaped from the Clarendon 
County Detention Center.  
The inmate was identified as 
42 y/o Shaun Wayne Wiles.
 Officers with the 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s 
Office,  the City of Manning 
Police Department, and 
multiple other agencies, to 
include the US Marshall’s 

Service, the Marshall’s Fugi-
tive Task Force, SLED, SLED 
Helicopter, SC Highway Pa-
trol ACERT Team, SCDNR, 
and Sumter County Sheriff ’s 
Office arrived on scene and 
began searching for the 
subject.   K-9’s were used to 
track the subject from the 
Detention Center.   Shortly 
after daylight, the subject 
was spotted by a homeowner 
in the trunk of her car as she 
was placing a bag of trash in 
it.  The subject fled on foot 
into the woods.  Officers 
relocated to this area and 
began another search. While 

this search was on going, 
officers received information 
from a Farmer about a mile 
away that one of his farm 
pickups had just been stolen.  
He had video of the incident, 
and it was determined that 
the subject was in fact the 
escaped inmate.  
 The stolen truck 
was described as a 2006 
GMC single cab pickup 
truck.  It is white in color, 
has a toolbox on the back 
and has 25 bags of corn in 
the back of the truck.  The 
SC tag # is 44568FM.
 Shaun Wayne Wiles 

is a white male, 5’10, and 
160lbs.  He has grey and 
black hair.  He has a tattoo of 
‘Melissa’  on the right side of 
his neck.
 All the listed 
agencies above are actively 
searching for Wiles. 
 The Clarendon 
County Detention Center is 
not a part of the Clarendon 
County Sheriff ’s Office. The 
Sheriff ’s Office is assisting 
with an investigation at the 
Clarendon County Deten-
tion Center on how Wiles 
was able to escape.

more of a full-time job than 
a hobby. Because Miller 
wanted to keep painting as a 
hobby while also helping her 
community, she agreed to 
restore one mural. She was 
told that the mural on the 
left side of Piggly Wiggly was 
in the worst condition, so 
she set out to work on it.
 Miller explained 
her goals with the mural, 
saying, “We’re just trying to 
bring it back and restore it. 
It was very dated and dull. 
We’re trying to keep it as 
close as we can to the origi-
nal.”

 The huge mural 
depicts Francis Marion in a 
corn field. All the murals in 
Manning tell a part of Fran-
cis Marion’s legendary story, 
and Miller has volunteered 
her time and hard work to 
preserve this part of history.
 Miller is no strang-
er to helping others. She is 
an RN who provided care 
for 44 years. She is also a 
licensed United Methodist 
pastor. She has never prac-
ticed painting professionally, 
but was happy to help with 
the project and give back to 
the community.
 Miller said, “I start-
ed back painting about three 
years ago. I hadn’t painted 
since college before then.”

 With help from 
her husband, her son, Lisa 
Fuller, and a scissor lift, 
Miller has been able to make 
plenty of progress on the 
mural. Miller said, “We’ve 
been painting for about four 
or five weeks off and on, due 
to the weather. I’m hoping to 
be finished with it this week.”
 Piggly Wiggly 
has also been a huge help 
throughout the restoration.

Miller said, “The Piggly Wig-
gly management have been 
great. They let us store our 
scissor lift there, and they 
let us use their electricity to 
power the lift. They let us use 
some of their bags for our 
paint brushes. They’ve been 

very helpful with every-

thing.”

 When describing 

her experience with the mu-

ral so far, Miller said, “I’ve 

enjoyed it, and I’m happy to 

put my own take on it. I’m 

trying to brighten it up quite 

a bit.”

 She hopes to spend 

more time in the future 

exploring more crafts and 

outlets of creativity, such as 

quilting.
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ed that goal by raising over 
$6,000! People from all over 
our state voted and Matteo 
won in a tight race for first 
with 6,306 votes. 
“I really didn’t think we 
had a chance, but when I 
checked the website August 
30th, I saw we were in sec-
ond place,” Danback said.
Since Matteo won the 
contest, his picture will be 
featured on Columbia Craft 
Brewing Company’s “Bark 
Brew” can after a profession-
al photoshoot with photog-
rapher Rob Wilson. He will 

also receive $100 in his fa-
vorite treats from Mill Creek 
Pet Foods. The limelight has 
not bothered the humble K9. 
In fact, he and his handler 
believe that this is just one 
more way for them to serve 
the community as more 
people get to know him and 
learn about the services he 
offers.
Matteo’s big win could very 
well be attributed to the hard 
work he has been putting 
in over the last week. He 
visited several businesses in 
Clarendon County and even 
visited with students at East 
Clarendon Middle and High 
Schools. When Matteo visit-
ed the Laurence Manning Li-
brary, the usually quiet area 

became a place of excitement 
as students, faculty, and staff 
made their way down to vis-
it. Matteo patiently sat with 
the students and listened to 
a story read by the librarian, 
then he had a chance to give 
a lot of love to students as 
they read independently. 
“I know the students are 
dealing with so much more 
than we could ever have 
dealt with at their ages, and 
we just want to offer support 
and let them know they 
aren’t alone,” said Danback.
While the focus of most 
programs like this one is 
working with older students, 
Danback and Matteo plan 
to take a different approach. 
They want to build rela-

tionships with the younger 
generation, so they are aware 
of the assistance available to 
them as they grow older and 
navigate the obstacles of life. 
Matteo and Danback are 
rested up and ready to go 
this coming week, and The 
Manning Times will be with 
them to document their 
travels along the way. Check 
in next week for the next 
“Where’s Matteo” to see what 
adventures he has had. If you 
happen to see him around, 
snap a photo and email it to 
mtsceditor@gmail.com.

•Canned vegetables
•Canned Meats
•Powdered milk
•Cereals
•Jars of Peanut Butter and 
Jelly

Basic household items are 
also needed:
•Laundry Detergent 
•Soap
•Toothpaste and Tooth 
brushes
•Dish detergent

Beginning Monday Septem-
ber 3rd The Manning Times 
will be hosting a food drive 
for The United Ministries of 

Clarendon County. Please 
drop by the office between 
10 am and 5:30 pm to 
donate. The staff will meet 
you outside and unload any 
donations.  The goal is to 
raise 300 pounds of food. 
“Food is a staple of life and 
no one should go hungry, i 
encourage everyone who can 
donate and help us reach the 
goal of 300 pounds of food 

to come out and do so, we 
will even grab it from you 
in the car. All you have to 
do is pull up and donate.” 
Said Publisher Leigh Ann 
Maynard. “Please come out 
and help support your fellow 
citizens who may be in need, 
it could happen to anyone.”

stone to reach her ultimate 
career goal of a Madter’s 
Degree in Nursing.. This 
will give her the certification 
to teach other to become 

nurses. P.E.O. (Philanthropic 
Educational Organization) 
has been celebrating women 
helping women reach for 
the stars for more than 150 
years. Since its inception in 
1869, the nonprofit organi-
zation has helped more than 
119,000 women pursue ed-
ucational goals by providing 

over $398 million in grants, 
scholarships, awards, and 
loans. The Sisterhood also 
owns and supports Cottey 
College. Through member-
ship, the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
has brought together more 
than half a million women in 
the United States and Cana-
da who are passionate about 

helping women advance 
through education while 
supporting and motivating 
them. In addition to the ed-
ucational philanthropies, the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood provides 
a framework of support and 
community for all members.
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to the menu have been made 
over the years. Weinberg 
explained a change he made, 
saying, “We have added pork 
chops and taken a few items 
off.”

 Burger Chick 
has been keeping up with 
current trends through their 
Facebook page. In their 
biography, they are listed as 
‘an old school fast food joint,’ 
and they stay true to their 
biography.
 Online customers 
can find the entire menu, 
different specials, and any 

special hours. Burger Chick 
also recognizes and appre-
ciates its customers online,  
adding to the ‘old school’ 
feeling.
 Anyone who has 
lived in Clarendon County 
for more than ten years can 
tell you exactly what the 
inside of Burger Chick looks 
and smells like as there is no 

drive thru and that is a small 
part of what makes this 
restaurant so nostalgic and 
comforting to Clarendon 
residents. Weinberg credits 
his employees for the old 
school charm and excellent 
customer care that Burger 
Chick is known for.

ing of friends and strangers 
gathering around a fire and 
listening to the sound of 
their shared drum beats. The 
Clarendon County Drum 
Circle was formed around 
one year ago and had its last 
meeting on December 10th. 
Family-friendly, the circle 
has a mission to promote 
vibrational healing in the 
community and provide a 
safe space for people to share 
their struggles and successes 
over the last month. The 
group offers a very positive 
and accepting atmosphere 
for anyone needing to un-
wind or vent.
 Vibrational healing 

or vibrational sound therapy 
helps to restore the central 
nervous system and create 
deep relaxation. According 
to a certified vibrational 
sound therapist, Sandy 
LaBianco-Brown, the body 
is affected on a cellular level 
when listening to sooth-
ing sounds and vibrations. 
Stress creates an unhealthy 
flow throughout your mind 
and body, first appearing as 
low energy and later as bad 
health. Sound can open en-
ergy flow to move you back 
toward healthy alignment. 
By devoting just a few hours 
a month to something as 
easy as hitting a drum, you 
could reduce stress, among 
a number of other health 
benefits.
 

 Ben Thames said, 
“Everybody has problems 
here. Right now, I see there’s 
six of us, that’s six different 
problems going around, but 
when we all sit down, all our 
problems are gone… It’s very 
soothing.”  

 “Everybody gets 
something different from it, 
I’ve seen young people get so 
hyper, and then some people 
get very relaxed and laid 
back,” according to Donna 
Marie Pesce-Matthews, one 
of the group’s organizers.
 
 Ann Thames is 
another one of the collabora-
tors in the circle. She spoke 
in detail about the circle’s 
benefits for those struggling 
with depression, stress, high 

blood pressure, and it can 
even improve motor skills.
  When asked if they 
had one message to share 
about the drum circle with 
others, they said, “Come 
help us raise vibration!” and 
“You can use anything for 
an instrument that you can 
think of.”
 The Clarendon 
County Drum Circle invites 
everyone to join their next 
meeting in January! Please 
bring a chair or blanket and 
an instrument if you have 
one, or they will provide one 
if needed. Check out their 
Facebook page @Clarendon 
County Drum Circle for 
more information on the 
date and location of the next 
meeting! 

1079 Setter Drive in Man-
ning and drop their letter 
to Santa in the special Santa 
Mailbox while enjoying the 
Christmas decorations from 
the Peake and Lamb families. 
 The special set up 
is also a donation spot for 
dog and cat food that can 
be left under the tree by the 
front porch using the lighted 
sidewalk. On the morning of 
Christmas Eve, the families 
will take the donations to 
Sumter SPCA.

 
 April Peake said, 
“Christmas is more to us 
than material things, it is 
about the smiles on the fam-
ilies faces when they see the 
lights and the children who 
get to send letters to Santa. 
It’s a time that you can make 
memories with your chil-
dren and families and share 
stories. When we first started 
doing this three years ago 
it warmed our hearts to see 
how families and children 
enjoyed the lights and seeing 
their favorite inflatables as 
they laughed with smiles on 
their faces.”

 
 Peake explained 
why they decided to start 
collecting food and supplies 
for animals by saying, “Then 
when you see TV ads on 
how SPCA’s have a lack of 
supplies to care for animals 
until they get their furever 
home just breaks our hearts. 
So to give back and make 
sure they have supplies to 
care for the animals  we 
started to accept donations 
and buy cheeseburgers for all 
the dogs at the SPCA. Every-
one and everything needs to 
know they are loved.” 

 Another added 
bonus is that Peake is letting 
The Manning Times run 
the Dear Santa letters in the 
Christmas edition of the 
paper before she mails them 
to the North Pole. Please en-
courage your children to get 
their letters in by December 
20th.
 The lights and 
decorations will be on daily 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
weeknights and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on weekends unless 
the weather prohibits.

We are massive animal lovers 
and currently have one 
rescue dog and one that we 
got as a puppy. They are both 
huge and hard to miss, but 
it seems they have become 
popular in our neighbor-
hood because everyone 
knows them by name.” 
 Kellener explained 
how her project began.

 “My mum and 
I love to do different art 
and decoration projects, so 
creating this Santa’s Grotto 
has been a lot of fun. My 
dad is also very handy, so he 
has been able to help with 
putting up the decorations 
and making our vision come 
to life. It has truly been an 
all-hands-on deck daily 
project. We just hope we will 
get a good turn out and raise 

some money for animals in 
need.” 
 The Kellners are 
asking for monetary dona-
tions to enter Santa’s Grotto. 
Once the donation is made, 
the public is welcome to 
enter the Grotto and take 
pictures with Santa. Kellener 
will also be taking pictures to 
post to a Facebook group.
 The donations will 
go to the Second Chance 
Animal Shelter. In addition 
to monetary donations the 
Kelleners are also accepting 
dog and cat food, bowls, 
leashes, blankets, toys and 
other pet related items for 
the shelter. 
 Phoebe Kellner is 
the lady that you may pass 
on the side of the road and 
see her trying to feed or 
catch a stray. 

 Kellener said, 
“When we moved here, I was 
so shocked at the number of 
strays. Just the other day we 

saw a dog running around 
our neighborhood. We were 
able to catch him, and with 
the help of A Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, we were 
able to reunite him with his 
owner. I wish every animal 
could find its ‘furever’ home 
like our dogs have with us.”

 The Kellener’s chose 
ASCAS because they knew 
it was the local shelter and 
they had spoken with some 
neighbors who volunteer at 
the shelter. 
 Kellener said, 
“When we first thought 
of the idea, there was no 
hesitation, our animals are 
our lives and we want to give 
others the best lives possible
 too!”
The Santa Claus picture 
event is open to the public.
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The summer camp was 
also open to all kids ages 
6 though sixteen, and it 
offered lessons in cultural 
awareness, academics, and 
fun activities like field trips. 
They visited museums and 
Moore Farms Botanical 

Gardens.
Pastor Miller said “The kids 
had a blast. They keep asking 
if we’re going to do the sum-
mer camp again next year.”
The church does plan on 
hosting the summer camp 
again, but they started this 
after school program to 
provide guidance for the 
children throughout the rest 
of the year. 
The program is not just 
for homework. The church 

plans to organize a speaker 
to come and talk to the kids 
from time to time. They’d 
like to invite people like 
doctors and teachers to talk 
about their experiences 
during their education. They 
are also bringing in repre-
sentatives from multiple 
colleges to talk to the chil-
dren about their schools, and 
what to expect when you’re 
preparing to go to college. 
The program will also assist 

teens with their college 
applications.
The children are split into 
different age groups that help 
prevent bullying, and they 
are under constant adult 
supervision. 
For more information about 
Trinity Full Gospel Church’s 
after school homework pro-
gram or their summer camp, 
please call 803-460-9947.

following Press Release:

“On August 28th, 2022, Clar-
endon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice received a complaint of a 
domesticated dog being shot 
the night before at Red’s Bar 
and Grill at 6322 M W Rick-
enbaker Road in the Sum-
merton area. An investigator 
was immediately assigned to 
the complaint. The Sheriff ’s 
Office also received a call 
from the dog’s owner who 
was at the bar and grill the 
night before. The dog’s own-
er stated he had been in the 
restaurant and had left the 
dog in his vehicle with the 
vehicle running. The owner 
stated that when he went 
to leave the restaurant, he 
noticed the dog had gotten 
out of the vehicle through 
the back sliding window. The 
owner stated he looked for 
the dog up until around 1:30 
am. The owner stated he had 
already received a phone call 
about a dog being shot in the 
parking lot at the restaurant. 
Investigators were able to 
determine through witness-
es that Wayne Gugliemetty 
was the individual who had 
shot the dog in the parking 
lot and disposed of the dog’s 
body. At the present time, 
the dogs’ body has been 
recovere by the owner and 
Wayne Allen Guliemtty 
of the Summerton area of 
Clarendon County has been 
arrested and charged with 
one count of animal cruelty.”

 Cutter’s dog was shot 14 
times.
Under the state of South 
Carolina Law Section 47-
1-40 Animal Cruelty can 
be defined as maliciously 
and intentionally maim-
ing, wounding, torturing, 
mutilating a living animal or 
maliciously and intention-
ally killing an animal.  The 
punishment currently under 
state law is as follows. 
1st offense is considered a 
misdemeanor with a maxi-
mum jail sentence of 90 days 
and fine ranging between 
a minimum of $100 to a 
maximum of $1000 or both. 
Second offense can carry a 
maximum jail sentence of 
two years in jail or a fine of 
$2000 or both. Many people 
wonder if animal cruelty is 
a federal felony. In 2019 the 
Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture Act or PACT 
Act was signed into law, 
making certain acts of ani-
mal cruelty a federal crime. 
Violating the PACT Act is 
punishable by a prison term 
up to seven years, a fine, or 
both ( www.alleycat.org)
The federal law prohibiting 
the creation and distribution 
of “crush videos” does not 
cover the underlying acts of 
animal abuse, which can oc-
cur beyond the reach of state 
cruelty laws. The PACT Act 
closes that loophole by ex-
tending federal jurisdiction 
to these specific, particularly 
heinous crimes. The PACT 
Act is consistent with other 
federal laws that address acts 
of malicious animal cruelty 
that have an interstate nexus. 
Under legislation currently 
before the US Congress, 

federal jurisdiction will ex-
tend to certain heinous and 
unspeakable acts of animal 
abuse ( awioline.com).
The question in Diva’s case 
is does the shooting of a 
dog 14 times qualify for the 
PACT act?
Cutter’s best friend Jason 
Nelson and his five year old 
son Conner knew Diva well. 
Nelson said:
“Diva was my son Conner’s 
absolute best friend! Jamie 
is one of my closest friends 
so myself and my son were 
around them ( Cutter and 
Diva) several times a week, 
and Diva was the sweetest, 
the most gentle dog I have 
ever seen in my life. She was 
like a child in Jamie’s eyes. 
She went everywhere with 
him, even to work every-
day. Diva was used to being 
around people, children and 
even other animals regularly. 
She was well trained and well 
behaved and wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. When my son learned of 
Diva dying he was devastat-
ed. He doesn’t know how she 
was brutally shot and killed, 
only that she died.”
In January of 2022 another 
man was arrested for animal 
cruelty when he threw a 
small dog in a hole and 
shot it several times while 
recording it and posting it 
to social media. The suspect 
was arrested and released on 
bond, same as Gugliemetty. 
His case is still pending.
Another case of animal 
cruelty in Clarendon County 
in less than year begs the 
question: Should the animal 
cruelty laws be stricter and 
if so, what can be done to 
change them?

ent vocational professions, 
and have the opportunity to 
learn about more than fif-
ty-eight employment oppor-
tunities in South Carolina.
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is all 
about reinforcing the value 
of the trade skills programs 

in our state. F.E. DuBose has 
been a longtime support-
er of this movement even 
before the Be Pro, Be Proud 
program rolled out. High 
school and college students 
can attend many different 
programs through F.E. 
DuBose which allows them 
to earn certifications that 
make them more marketable 
to industries in our area who 
are hiring. 

The 53-foot expandable 
trailer will be located at 
F.E. DuBose October 20th. 
Students will be able to 
participate in simulations of 
trades such as truck driving, 
welding, carpentry, and fork-
lift operating, among others. 
In addition to stopping at 
F.E. DuBose, there are plans 
of the trailer making stops 
at several middle and high 
schools in the Clarendon 

County area.
Bringing pride back to the 
vocational field has been 
center-stage in South Caro-
lina over the last few years. 
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is 
just one way of doing just 
that. For more information 
about the program, you can 
contact F.E. DuBose directly 
or visit the website: www.
beprobeproudsc.org.

F.E. DUBOSE
Continued from page one
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to the menu have been made 
over the years. Weinberg 
explained a change he made, 
saying, “We have added pork 
chops and taken a few items 
off.”

 Burger Chick 
has been keeping up with 
current trends through their 
Facebook page. In their 
biography, they are listed as 
‘an old school fast food joint,’ 
and they stay true to their 
biography.
 Online customers 
can find the entire menu, 
different specials, and any 

special hours. Burger Chick 
also recognizes and appre-
ciates its customers online,  
adding to the ‘old school’ 
feeling.
 Anyone who has 
lived in Clarendon County 
for more than ten years can 
tell you exactly what the 
inside of Burger Chick looks 
and smells like as there is no 

drive thru and that is a small 
part of what makes this 
restaurant so nostalgic and 
comforting to Clarendon 
residents. Weinberg credits 
his employees for the old 
school charm and excellent 
customer care that Burger 
Chick is known for.

ing of friends and strangers 
gathering around a fire and 
listening to the sound of 
their shared drum beats. The 
Clarendon County Drum 
Circle was formed around 
one year ago and had its last 
meeting on December 10th. 
Family-friendly, the circle 
has a mission to promote 
vibrational healing in the 
community and provide a 
safe space for people to share 
their struggles and successes 
over the last month. The 
group offers a very positive 
and accepting atmosphere 
for anyone needing to un-
wind or vent.
 Vibrational healing 

or vibrational sound therapy 
helps to restore the central 
nervous system and create 
deep relaxation. According 
to a certified vibrational 
sound therapist, Sandy 
LaBianco-Brown, the body 
is affected on a cellular level 
when listening to sooth-
ing sounds and vibrations. 
Stress creates an unhealthy 
flow throughout your mind 
and body, first appearing as 
low energy and later as bad 
health. Sound can open en-
ergy flow to move you back 
toward healthy alignment. 
By devoting just a few hours 
a month to something as 
easy as hitting a drum, you 
could reduce stress, among 
a number of other health 
benefits.
 

 Ben Thames said, 
“Everybody has problems 
here. Right now, I see there’s 
six of us, that’s six different 
problems going around, but 
when we all sit down, all our 
problems are gone… It’s very 
soothing.”  

 “Everybody gets 
something different from it, 
I’ve seen young people get so 
hyper, and then some people 
get very relaxed and laid 
back,” according to Donna 
Marie Pesce-Matthews, one 
of the group’s organizers.
 
 Ann Thames is 
another one of the collabora-
tors in the circle. She spoke 
in detail about the circle’s 
benefits for those struggling 
with depression, stress, high 

blood pressure, and it can 
even improve motor skills.
  When asked if they 
had one message to share 
about the drum circle with 
others, they said, “Come 
help us raise vibration!” and 
“You can use anything for 
an instrument that you can 
think of.”
 The Clarendon 
County Drum Circle invites 
everyone to join their next 
meeting in January! Please 
bring a chair or blanket and 
an instrument if you have 
one, or they will provide one 
if needed. Check out their 
Facebook page @Clarendon 
County Drum Circle for 
more information on the 
date and location of the next 
meeting! 

1079 Setter Drive in Man-
ning and drop their letter 
to Santa in the special Santa 
Mailbox while enjoying the 
Christmas decorations from 
the Peake and Lamb families. 
 The special set up 
is also a donation spot for 
dog and cat food that can 
be left under the tree by the 
front porch using the lighted 
sidewalk. On the morning of 
Christmas Eve, the families 
will take the donations to 
Sumter SPCA.

 
 April Peake said, 
“Christmas is more to us 
than material things, it is 
about the smiles on the fam-
ilies faces when they see the 
lights and the children who 
get to send letters to Santa. 
It’s a time that you can make 
memories with your chil-
dren and families and share 
stories. When we first started 
doing this three years ago 
it warmed our hearts to see 
how families and children 
enjoyed the lights and seeing 
their favorite inflatables as 
they laughed with smiles on 
their faces.”

 
 Peake explained 
why they decided to start 
collecting food and supplies 
for animals by saying, “Then 
when you see TV ads on 
how SPCA’s have a lack of 
supplies to care for animals 
until they get their furever 
home just breaks our hearts. 
So to give back and make 
sure they have supplies to 
care for the animals  we 
started to accept donations 
and buy cheeseburgers for all 
the dogs at the SPCA. Every-
one and everything needs to 
know they are loved.” 

 Another added 
bonus is that Peake is letting 
The Manning Times run 
the Dear Santa letters in the 
Christmas edition of the 
paper before she mails them 
to the North Pole. Please en-
courage your children to get 
their letters in by December 
20th.
 The lights and 
decorations will be on daily 
from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
weeknights and from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. on weekends unless 
the weather prohibits.

We are massive animal lovers 
and currently have one 
rescue dog and one that we 
got as a puppy. They are both 
huge and hard to miss, but 
it seems they have become 
popular in our neighbor-
hood because everyone 
knows them by name.” 
 Kellener explained 
how her project began.

 “My mum and 
I love to do different art 
and decoration projects, so 
creating this Santa’s Grotto 
has been a lot of fun. My 
dad is also very handy, so he 
has been able to help with 
putting up the decorations 
and making our vision come 
to life. It has truly been an 
all-hands-on deck daily 
project. We just hope we will 
get a good turn out and raise 

some money for animals in 
need.” 
 The Kellners are 
asking for monetary dona-
tions to enter Santa’s Grotto. 
Once the donation is made, 
the public is welcome to 
enter the Grotto and take 
pictures with Santa. Kellener 
will also be taking pictures to 
post to a Facebook group.
 The donations will 
go to the Second Chance 
Animal Shelter. In addition 
to monetary donations the 
Kelleners are also accepting 
dog and cat food, bowls, 
leashes, blankets, toys and 
other pet related items for 
the shelter. 
 Phoebe Kellner is 
the lady that you may pass 
on the side of the road and 
see her trying to feed or 
catch a stray. 

 Kellener said, 
“When we moved here, I was 
so shocked at the number of 
strays. Just the other day we 

saw a dog running around 
our neighborhood. We were 
able to catch him, and with 
the help of A Second Chance 
Animal Shelter, we were 
able to reunite him with his 
owner. I wish every animal 
could find its ‘furever’ home 
like our dogs have with us.”

 The Kellener’s chose 
ASCAS because they knew 
it was the local shelter and 
they had spoken with some 
neighbors who volunteer at 
the shelter. 
 Kellener said, 
“When we first thought 
of the idea, there was no 
hesitation, our animals are 
our lives and we want to give 
others the best lives possible
 too!”
The Santa Claus picture 
event is open to the public.
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The summer camp was 
also open to all kids ages 
6 though sixteen, and it 
offered lessons in cultural 
awareness, academics, and 
fun activities like field trips. 
They visited museums and 
Moore Farms Botanical 

Gardens.
Pastor Miller said “The kids 
had a blast. They keep asking 
if we’re going to do the sum-
mer camp again next year.”
The church does plan on 
hosting the summer camp 
again, but they started this 
after school program to 
provide guidance for the 
children throughout the rest 
of the year. 
The program is not just 
for homework. The church 

plans to organize a speaker 
to come and talk to the kids 
from time to time. They’d 
like to invite people like 
doctors and teachers to talk 
about their experiences 
during their education. They 
are also bringing in repre-
sentatives from multiple 
colleges to talk to the chil-
dren about their schools, and 
what to expect when you’re 
preparing to go to college. 
The program will also assist 

teens with their college 
applications.
The children are split into 
different age groups that help 
prevent bullying, and they 
are under constant adult 
supervision. 
For more information about 
Trinity Full Gospel Church’s 
after school homework pro-
gram or their summer camp, 
please call 803-460-9947.

following Press Release:

“On August 28th, 2022, Clar-
endon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice received a complaint of a 
domesticated dog being shot 
the night before at Red’s Bar 
and Grill at 6322 M W Rick-
enbaker Road in the Sum-
merton area. An investigator 
was immediately assigned to 
the complaint. The Sheriff ’s 
Office also received a call 
from the dog’s owner who 
was at the bar and grill the 
night before. The dog’s own-
er stated he had been in the 
restaurant and had left the 
dog in his vehicle with the 
vehicle running. The owner 
stated that when he went 
to leave the restaurant, he 
noticed the dog had gotten 
out of the vehicle through 
the back sliding window. The 
owner stated he looked for 
the dog up until around 1:30 
am. The owner stated he had 
already received a phone call 
about a dog being shot in the 
parking lot at the restaurant. 
Investigators were able to 
determine through witness-
es that Wayne Gugliemetty 
was the individual who had 
shot the dog in the parking 
lot and disposed of the dog’s 
body. At the present time, 
the dogs’ body has been 
recovere by the owner and 
Wayne Allen Guliemtty 
of the Summerton area of 
Clarendon County has been 
arrested and charged with 
one count of animal cruelty.”

 Cutter’s dog was shot 14 
times.
Under the state of South 
Carolina Law Section 47-
1-40 Animal Cruelty can 
be defined as maliciously 
and intentionally maim-
ing, wounding, torturing, 
mutilating a living animal or 
maliciously and intention-
ally killing an animal.  The 
punishment currently under 
state law is as follows. 
1st offense is considered a 
misdemeanor with a maxi-
mum jail sentence of 90 days 
and fine ranging between 
a minimum of $100 to a 
maximum of $1000 or both. 
Second offense can carry a 
maximum jail sentence of 
two years in jail or a fine of 
$2000 or both. Many people 
wonder if animal cruelty is 
a federal felony. In 2019 the 
Preventing Animal Cruelty 
and Torture Act or PACT 
Act was signed into law, 
making certain acts of ani-
mal cruelty a federal crime. 
Violating the PACT Act is 
punishable by a prison term 
up to seven years, a fine, or 
both ( www.alleycat.org)
The federal law prohibiting 
the creation and distribution 
of “crush videos” does not 
cover the underlying acts of 
animal abuse, which can oc-
cur beyond the reach of state 
cruelty laws. The PACT Act 
closes that loophole by ex-
tending federal jurisdiction 
to these specific, particularly 
heinous crimes. The PACT 
Act is consistent with other 
federal laws that address acts 
of malicious animal cruelty 
that have an interstate nexus. 
Under legislation currently 
before the US Congress, 

federal jurisdiction will ex-
tend to certain heinous and 
unspeakable acts of animal 
abuse ( awioline.com).
The question in Diva’s case 
is does the shooting of a 
dog 14 times qualify for the 
PACT act?
Cutter’s best friend Jason 
Nelson and his five year old 
son Conner knew Diva well. 
Nelson said:
“Diva was my son Conner’s 
absolute best friend! Jamie 
is one of my closest friends 
so myself and my son were 
around them ( Cutter and 
Diva) several times a week, 
and Diva was the sweetest, 
the most gentle dog I have 
ever seen in my life. She was 
like a child in Jamie’s eyes. 
She went everywhere with 
him, even to work every-
day. Diva was used to being 
around people, children and 
even other animals regularly. 
She was well trained and well 
behaved and wouldn’t hurt a 
fly. When my son learned of 
Diva dying he was devastat-
ed. He doesn’t know how she 
was brutally shot and killed, 
only that she died.”
In January of 2022 another 
man was arrested for animal 
cruelty when he threw a 
small dog in a hole and 
shot it several times while 
recording it and posting it 
to social media. The suspect 
was arrested and released on 
bond, same as Gugliemetty. 
His case is still pending.
Another case of animal 
cruelty in Clarendon County 
in less than year begs the 
question: Should the animal 
cruelty laws be stricter and 
if so, what can be done to 
change them?

ent vocational professions, 
and have the opportunity to 
learn about more than fif-
ty-eight employment oppor-
tunities in South Carolina.
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is all 
about reinforcing the value 
of the trade skills programs 

in our state. F.E. DuBose has 
been a longtime support-
er of this movement even 
before the Be Pro, Be Proud 
program rolled out. High 
school and college students 
can attend many different 
programs through F.E. 
DuBose which allows them 
to earn certifications that 
make them more marketable 
to industries in our area who 
are hiring. 

The 53-foot expandable 
trailer will be located at 
F.E. DuBose October 20th. 
Students will be able to 
participate in simulations of 
trades such as truck driving, 
welding, carpentry, and fork-
lift operating, among others. 
In addition to stopping at 
F.E. DuBose, there are plans 
of the trailer making stops 
at several middle and high 
schools in the Clarendon 

County area.
Bringing pride back to the 
vocational field has been 
center-stage in South Caro-
lina over the last few years. 
“Be Pro, Be Proud SC” is 
just one way of doing just 
that. For more information 
about the program, you can 
contact F.E. DuBose directly 
or visit the website: www.
beprobeproudsc.org.

F.E. DUBOSE
Continued from page one
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Freedom 

Furniture
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BURGER
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Mathews, Mission, 
Prime, Quest & Bear  

 

Cajun, Oneida & Gen-X 
Bowfishing bows 

 

Come see Scott for                
your Archery needs 

 

1162 Fremont Road  
Summerton, SC            

803-478-8529  

Pocotaligo River
Health and Rehab 
3147 Sumter Hwy 

Manning, SC 
803-478-2323

Lake Moultrie
Health and Rehab
1038 McGill Lane

St. Stephen, SC
843-567-2307

Lake Marion
Health and Rehab
1527 Urbana Road

Summerton, SC
803-435-2317

Short-Term Rehab and Long-Term Care

info@southernseniorliving.com

In-Home Care / Sitter Service

11 West Boyce Street | Manning, SC
Fax: 803.433.7787Office: 803.433.0400

NOW HIRING
112 Capital Way • Manning, SC

803.433.8070

1. Colas
7. Single-celled animals
13. The rear car of a train
14. Endangered
16. It cools your home
17. Helper
19. "The First State"
20. More aged
22. Partner to cheese
23. Type of wrap
25. From a distance
26. Satisfies
28. "Dallas Buyers' Club" actor 
Jared
29. God of battle (Scandinavian)
30. Cooking utensil
31. Soviet Socialist Republic
33. Able to perform
34. Big man on campus
36. Second epoch of the Tertiary 
period
38. Porticos
40. Alban and Peter are two
41. Gets up
43. Humble request for help
44. One-thousandth of an inch 
(abbr.)
45. Unhappy
47. Hint or indication
48. A way to plead
51. Digits
53. Broadway actress Daisy
55. Jewish calendar month
56. Author Gore __
58. Peacock network
59. White poplar
60. Promotional material
61. A period of calm
64. Take too much
65. Emit energy
67. Something you can take
69. Mended with yarn
70. Inconsistent

ACROSSDOWN
CROSSWORD  -  ALL GAME ANSWERS ARE ON PAGE 10

I am an actor born in New Jersey on
April 6, 1969. One of my first movie
roles was in a "Halloween" franchise 
film. I'm particularly known as a come-
dic actor, but when I joined the Marvel 
franchise, I got to take on a superhero 
role.

1. Calm down
2. One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
3. One who pretends
4. Hang glide
5. Distinctive practice
6. Mariner
7. Peaks
8. Queens ballplayer
9. Geological times
10. Twofold
11. Atomic #13
12. Tranquillizing
13. Metric weight unit
15. Indicates
18. Unwanted rodent
21. Partly cooked with hot water
24. One who can be recommended
26. Resembles a bag or pouch
27. Midway between south and 
southeast
30. Sets up for a photo
32. California white oak
35. More (Spanish)
37. After B
38. Decorated tea urn
39. Island
42. Car mechanics group
43. Wordplay joke
46. Cut a rug
47. Prickly plant
49. Speech in praise of a deceased 
person
50. European buzzard
52. Influential linguist
54. West African languages
55. Siskel's partner
57. Skinny
59. Oblong pulpit
62. Consumed
63. Small, mischievous sprite
66. Powerful lawyer
68. Indicates position

REAL ID
Get on board with

Beginning May 3, 2023,
travelers must have a REAL
ID, valid US passport, or other
form of federally-approved
identification to pass airport
security or enter certain
federal facilities.

Get your REAL ID today.

Visit SCDMVOnline.com/REAL-ID

PLACE YOUR AD IN PLACE YOUR AD IN 
97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS97 S.C. NEWSPAPERS

and reach more than 2.1 million readers and reach more than 2.1 million readers 
using our small space display ad networkusing our small space display ad network

South Carolina
Newspaper Network

Randall Savely   888.727.7377Randall Savely   888.727.7377
scnewspapernetwork.comscnewspapernetwork.com

Statewide or regional buys availableStatewide or regional buys available

MANNING, SCMANNING, SC
843-687-0143843-687-0143

PALMETTOYACHTMANAGEMENT.COMPALMETTOYACHTMANAGEMENT.COM

3478 Alex Harvin Hwy
 Manning, SC 29102

(803) 681-3209

Pocotaligo River
Health and Rehab 
3147 Sumter Hwy 

Manning, SC 
803-478-2323

Lake Moultrie
Health and Rehab
1038 McGill Lane

St. Stephen, SC
843-567-2307

Lake Marion
Health and Rehab
1527 Urbana Road

Summerton, SC
803-435-2317

Short-Term Rehab and Long-Term Care

112 Main St, Summerton, SC 29148
(803) 485-5116
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$22,500.00
Price shown does not include sales tax

Quote ID#16319503

John Deere 3025E
John Deere D160 Loader
Frontier RC2060 Cutter

Frontier BB2060 Box Blade
18 Foot Trailer

Tractor Package

0% for 60 months
305 E Boyce St, Manning, SC 29102 • (803) 435-8807

Welcome!

John Igo of “TJ’s” Auto to

CAR CITY AUTO 
WHOLESALE 

SERVICE CENTER
Let us handle any and all of your AUTOMOTIVE needs!

• Oil Changes
• Air Conditioning Specialist
• Brakes
• Tune-ups
• Check Engine Lights

We do it all

All Your Service 
Needs Under One Roof

1985 AM NASH RD. MANNING, SC 29102  •  803-473-2828

BUY • SELL • TRADE

u COMING SOON

Local Farmer’s Market

By NIGEL JOHNSON
mtscreporter@gmail.com

With summer arriving, 
gardens are flourishing right 
here in Clarendon County and 
across the state. Some people 
decide to grow vegetables, 
herbs and flowers. Those indi-
viduals with larger spaces and 
gardens may want to partici-
pate in the Manning Farmers’ 
Market. The Farmers Market 
opens this Saturday June 8 at 
8 a.m.

Opening day for the Man-
ning Farmers’ Market will 
showcase 8-10 vendors. Lo-
cated at the corner of Church 
Street and Boyce Street, the 
market will be open from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m. every Saturday 
from June 8 to late October. 

The market is open to artisans 
and crafters as well as farmers.

Farmers’ markets have 
steadily been on the rise in the 
last few decades. In 1994, fewer 
than 2,000 farmers’ markets 
were registered within the 
USDA Farmers’ Market Direc-
tory. That number has risen to 
over 8,600. With an increased 
national awareness of sustain-
ability and organic practices, 
farmers’ markets are gaining 
ground as shoppers turn to 
products from local sources.

At the Manning Farmers 
Market, you will be able to find 
a variety of fresh, organic pro-
duce at more affordable prices 
than in a traditional super-
market. There are also many 
farmers that carry products 
that are not technically “organ-

ic,” but have many low-priced 
foods that are pesticide and 
herbicide free. The advantage 
at a farmer’s market is that you 
can actually talk to the farmer, 
learn about their methods, 
and then decide for yourself. 
In some cases, they may even 
allow you to come and visit 
their farm. Being able to get 
up close and personal with 
your produce is what farmers 
markets are all about.

As in past years, local ven-
dors will offer a wide variety of 
locally grown produce as well 
as baked goods. The beginning 
of each month is expected to 
be busier, as well as holiday 
weekends, as locals come out 
to enjoy the local offerings. By 
shopping at the local farmers 
market, you will eat seasonal-
ly fresh foods. This is a great 
way to increase your overall 
health.  The farmers market 
does accept SNAP. Increase 
access to fresh, nutritious food. 
Several studies have found 
lower prices for conventional 
and organic produce at farmers 
markets than at supermarkets. 
According to research done by 
the Farmers Market Coalition, 
due to this and other factors, 
52% more SNAP households 
shop at farmers markets and 
from direct marketing farmers 
today than in 2011. It is not 
too late to become a vendor. 
Please call Manning City Hall 
for more information or stop 
by. (803)435-8477 

NIGEL JOHNSON/MANNING TIMES

From flowers to vegetables, the Farmer’s Market will have it all.

JOHNNY WEEKS/MANNING TIMES

Edna Ellis, a member of the Azalea 
Garden Club also helped with the 
flower arrangements and delivery to 
various businesses.

JOHNNY WEEKS/MANNING TIMES

Wanda Johnson, a member of the 
Azalea Garden Club, displaying a 
flower arrangement that she created. 
The Azalea Garden Club created 40 
arrangements that they distributed 
to the community acknowledging 
National Garden Club week.

u AZALEA GARDEN CLUB

Owner/Stylist

Kelli Pack

Grace Beatson MatthewsEnvy
SALON

Stylist

• Haircuts (Men & Women)
• Color • Waxing • Perms

• Olaplex Treatments
• Formal Styling • Makeup

312 East Boyce Street  •  Manning, SC • (803) 433-4130

We Welcome Walk-Ins

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

4:13

Home 
of the 

Puddin’ 
Swamp 
Festival

843-659-2781
1400 Main St.
Turbeville, SC

Mayor Kathryn 
Turbevile

Breast Magnetic Resonance Imaging. This is used as a 
supplement to mammography and ultrasound imaging for 
the detection, treatment and monitoring of breast cancer 
and other possible breast abnormalities.

Quality Health Care 
 McLeod Health Clarendon has achieved many 
noteworthy accomplishments to ensure high quality health 
care for the patients it serves. 
 McLeod Health Clarendon was recently awarded 
its fifth consecutive ‘A’ in the Leapfrog Hospital Safety 
Grade, a national distinction recognizing the hospital’s 
achievements in protecting patients from harm and pro-
viding safer health care. The Leapfrog Group is an inde-
pendent national organization committed to health care 
quality and safety. The Safety Grade assigns an ‘A’, ‘B’, 
‘C’, ‘D’ or ‘F’ grade to all general hospitals across the 
country and is updated every six months. Grades are based 
on a hospital’s performance in preventing medical errors, 
injuries, accidents, infections and other harm to patients in 
their care. 
 Additionally, the hospital achieved the Health-
grades 2020 Outstanding Patient Experience Award™. 
This distinction recognizes McLeod Health Clarendon as 
being among the top 15 percent of hospitals nationwide 

112 Capital Way • Manning, SC
803.433.8070

803-854-4536
803-433-2320803-433-2320
803-854-4536

LMA's Palmetto 
Boys and Girls 

PALMETTO

submitted

 The following 
Laurence Manning students 
were selected to attend Pal-
metto Boys and Girls State 
this summer. 
 From American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 68:  
Katie Clark, Savannah Fe-
agin, and Haley Cruse

 From American 
Legion Post 68:  Cam Bar-
rineau, Bennett Lee, Nate 
Hawthorne, Zach Durant, 
Wyatt Powell, Mills Lee
 These students will 
spend a week learning more 
about our local, county, and 
state governments through 
an interactive mock govern-
mental process.  

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PMMONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PM
SATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PMSATURDAY 8AM-5PM • SUNDAY 1PM-5PM

800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142800 Bass Drive • Santee, SC 29142
Phone: (803) 854-2223Phone: (803) 854-2223

WWW.SANTEEHARDWARE.COM

Valspar Paints • Purdy Paint BrushesValspar Paints • Purdy Paint Brushes
Wheel Barrels • Faucets • WrenchesWheel Barrels • Faucets • Wrenches
Screw Drivers • Shovels • HammersScrew Drivers • Shovels • Hammers

Saws • Door Knobs • & MORESaws • Door Knobs • & MORE

CRIME



Richburg 
Refinishing

6733 Rev JW Carter Rd
Manning, SC

24 hr wrecker • auto body repair
803-478-7777 • 803-478-6777

WARREN
PROPANE

we provide 
tanks for 

commercial, 
agricultural, & 

residential.
with delivery.

3703 J W Rhames Rd,
Manning, SC 29102

803.473.7547

we provide tanks 
for commercial, 
agriculutral, and 
residential. 
with delivery.

we buy used 
propane tanks!

3478 Alex Harvin Hwy
 Manning, SC 29102

(803) 681-3209

112 Capital Way • Manning, SC
803.433.8070

Manning United Methodist Church - 17 E. Rigby Street.

Maranatha Pentecostal Holiness Church - Horse Branch Road, Turbeville.

Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church - 314 W. Huggins St., Manning.

The Master’s Place - 7 S. Church Street, Manning.

McKenzie Tabernacle Church - New Zion.

Melina Presbyterian Church - Sardinia.

Mt. Calvary FBH Church - Boyce Street, Manning.

Mt. Carmel United Freewill Baptist Church - 207 Reardon St., Manning.

Mt. Chapel Baptist Church - Hwy. 260, Manning. 

Mt. Hope FBH Church - Pinewood.

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church - Plowden Road.

Mt. Pleasant Union Methodist Episcopal Church.

Mt. Zero Baptist Church - S.C. 261, Paxville.

Historic Mt. Zion AME Church - Potato Creek Road.

New Bethel Holiness Church - Davis Crossroad, 1287 Starks Drive, Summerton.

New Covenant Holiness Church - 3699 Alex Harvin Highway, Manning.

New Covenant Presbyterian Church - U.S. 301 South, Manning.

New Harmony Presbyterian Church -  New Harmony Church Road, Alcolu.

New Hope AME Church - Pinewood.

New Light Baptist Church - Davis Station.

New Start Community Church of the Nazarene - 4686 J.W. Rames Rd, Manning.

New Town Freewill Baptist Church - West Turbeville Highway, Lake City.

New Zion Church - Salem Road, New Zion. 

Oak Grove Baptist Church 

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church - 2529 Raccoon Road, Manning -

Paxville Baptist Church - S.C. 261 Paxville.

Paxville United Methodist Church - S.C. 261 Paxville.

Pine Dale Pentecostal Holiness Church - Turbeville.

Pine Grove AME Church - 7779 Kenwood Rd.

Pine Grove Church - Turbeville, SC

Prayer House Mission Church -  Davis Crossroads, Summerton.

The Presbyterian Church - North Brooks Street, Manning. Dr.

Providence AME Church - Mallet Road, Manning.

Providence Christian Church - Dozier Mallet Road, Manning.

Restoration Ministries Church of God - Manning.

Rock Hill Baptist Church - Old Georgetown Road, Manning.

Santee AME Church - Dingle Pond Road, Summerton.

Santee Baptist Church - Hwy. 260, Manning.

Sardinia Presbyterian Church - Sardinia.

Seacoast Manning - Weldon Auditorium.

Second Baptist Church - Alfred Henry Drive, Manning.

Shiloh AME Church - Foreston.

Society Hill AME Church - 1030 Morella Road, Manning.

Spring Hill AME Church -

St. James AME Church -

St. Luke Baptist Church - Foreston.

St. Mark AME Church - First Street, Summerton.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church - N. Cantey St., Summerton.

St. Matthias Anglican Church - North Duke at Canty, Summerton.

St. Paul Holiness Church - St. Paul.

St. Peter AME - Rimini.

St. Phillip RMUE - Old River Road, Pinewood.

Summerton Baptist Church - East Main Street.

Summerton Presbyterian Church - 16 South Canty Street.

Summerton Southern Methodist Church

Summerton United Methodist Church. -  Corner of S. Church St. and Briggs St.

Taw Caw Baptist Church - Summerton.

Trinity AME Church - 39 W. Rigby Street, Manning.

Trinity Church - U.S. 301, Alcolu.

Triumph The Church Kingdom of God in Christ - Davis Station. 

Truckers’ Christian Chapel - TA Travel Center, I-95, Exit 119.

True Way Holiness Church, Highway 521 in Alcolu

Turbeville First Baptist Church -  1020 Morris Street, Turbeville. 

Turbeville Southern Methodist Church - Turbeville.

Union Community Christian Church - Nesbitt Rd.

Wyboo Community Church - 12135 Highway 260, Manning.

Alcolu Church of God of Prophecy  - Alderman Camp Rd.

Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church - Panola.

Antioch Baptist Church - Jordan.

Antioch RMUE Church - Pinewood.

Apostolic Revival Center - Manning.

Bethlehem Methodist Church - Davis Station.

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church - Summerton.

Biggers AME Church - S.C. 261 East, Manning.

Briggs Chapel Missionary Baptist Church - Summerton.

Christ Tabernacle FWG Ministry - Summerton.

Church of God by Faith - Davis Station.

The Church of God Prophecy - Alcolu.

The Church of God of Prophecy - Home Branch

Clarendon Baptist Church - Alcolu.

Community Deliverance Temple - U.S. 301 North.

Congregation Temple Bethel - S.C. 261 East, Manning.

Cornerstone Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church -        

2116 Greeleyville Highway., Manning.

Cross Roads Bible Fellowship - 5546 Paxville Hwy Manning

Cypress Fork Freewill Baptist Church - Cypress Forks community.

Deep Creek Pentecostal Holiness Church - Bloomville Highway.

Deliverance Ministries - Summerton.

Ebenezer Baptist Church - 105 Dinkins St., Manning.

Elizabeth Missionary Bapt. Church - U.S. 301 South, Box 748, Manning.

Emmanuel Baptist Church - 1794 Old Georgetown Road, Manning.

Faith Center - Rev. J. W. Carter Road, P.O. Box 233, Manning. 

Fellowship of Praise - 8280 Old No. 6 Highway, Santee.

First Assembly of God - 3574 Hwy 260/Lake Road.

First Baptist Church - 49 West Boyce Street, Manning.

First Servant’s Church - 6 Keitt St., Manning.

Fourth Crossroads Baptist Church - Off Highway 261.

Friendship AME Church - Silver Community

Friendship Presbyterian Church USA - 10123 Black River Rd., New Zion.

Global Harvest Church - Hwy 521 North.

Good Shepherd Baptist Church - 1891 Oak Grove Church Rd.

Goodwill Freewill Baptist Church - 1329 Goodwill Church Rd. Manning.

Grace Christian Fellowship Church - Raccoon Road, Manning.

Grace Gospel Church - Summerton. Rev. A.N. Adrans.

Grace Missionary Baptist Church - 7 E. Keitt Street, Manning.

Great Commission Ministries - 1631 Trinity Church Rd, I-95 & Highway 301, Alcolu.

Greater Union Cypress AME Church

Green Hill Baptist Church - Alcolu.

Hickory Grove Missionary Baptist Church - 1158 Driggers Rd., Manning.

Hickory Grove Baptist Church - Turbeville.

Home Branch Baptist Church - Manning.

Home Branch Church of God of Prophecy -  2211 Connor Road.

Holy Rock Holiness Church - Foreston.

Hope Lutheran Church - American Legion, Manning.

Horse Branch Freewill Baptist Church - Turbeville.

House of God - 119 W Huggins St., Manning.

Howard Chapel AME Church - New Zion.

Israelite Holy Temple Outreach Ministry - 125 W. Huggins St., Manning.

Jehovah Jireh Outreach - P.O. Box 13, Manning.

Jordan Methodist Church - Highway 260, Jordan.

Lake Marion Baptist Church - Off Hwy 301, North Santee.

Laurel Hill AME Church - 2032 M.W. Rickenbaker Road. Summerton

Liberty Hill AME Church - Summerton.

Liberty Free Will Baptist Church - 2761 Liberty Church Rd., Manning.

Lighthill Baptist Church - Manning.

Little Star Pentecostal Holiness Church - Juneburn Road, Manning.

Macedonia FBH Church - Silver.

Macedonia Church of God by Faith, Inc. - 26 Mazyck St., Summerton.

Manning Baptist Temple - Raccoon Road at I-95 and Highway 261.

Manning Church of Christ - 311 E. Keitt St., Manning.

Manning Deliverance Temple - (Apostolic Denomination) 6422 June Burn Rd, Manning.

Manning Progressive Church of Jesus - Hwy. 521, Manning. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY
LifeSong Christian Church

A small non-denominational church 
with a BIG Heart. Where you don’t 
go to church, you are the church. 

We accept the Bible as the inspired 
word of God.

Communion served every Sunday
Worship Service- 10:00 AM

Come be a member of our family
Preachers: Gregg Wilgus and Tim 

Brown
803-305-8966

1326 Morello Road, Manning SC 
29102

lifesongcc.org
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BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Manning Rotary Club 
held its weekly meeting on 
February 12 at Porter Jack’s, 
where members welcomed guest 
speaker Scott Danback, a deputy 
and victim’s advocate with the 
Clarendon County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice. Danback shared the impact 
of his work with therapy and 
service dogs in assisting vic-
tims, children, and community 
members throughout Clarendon 
County.

Danback introduced mem-
bers to Mateo and Micah, his 
two German Shepherds trained 
to provide comfort and support 
in schools, courtrooms, hos-
pitals, and various community 

settings. “I truly believe that the 
right dog with the right person 
in the right location is so neces-
sary,” he said. “It brings a lot of 
stability to places, and there are 
so many benefits to it.”

He described how Mateo, 
who is certified as a service dog, 
has been instrumental in helping 
abuse victims, calming witnesses 
in court, and offering emotional 
support to children. “I’ve seen 
kids smack him, pull on his ears, 
and he just sits there looking 
at them like, ‘Okay,’” Danback 
said. “That’s part of what their 
training is, learning to be patient, 
calm, and present.”

Beyond victim advocacy, 
Danback and his dogs visit day-
cares, libraries, and after-school 
programs, helping children over-

come fear of dogs while promot-
ing social engagement. “There 
are times we go into a classroom, 
and one or two kids are hesitant,” 
he explained. “But when they 
see their peers interacting with 
the dogs, they slowly get more 
comfortable. Most of the time, by 
the end of our visit, every child is 
petting the dog.”

Danback also discussed his 
newest endeavor: enrolling in an 
18-month chaplaincy train-
ing program to become a first 
responder chaplain. “The sheriff 
has given us 100% support, and I 
take that very seriously,” he said. 
“I know this is my calling, and I 
plan to continue this work in the 
mission field even after retire-
ment.”

At the conclusion of the 

meeting, Manning Rotary Club 
President Johnson James pre-
sented Danback with a donation 
to support his mission efforts, 
including an upcoming church-
led mission trip to assist Native 
American youth in Montana. 
“We appreciate what you, Renee, 
and Mateo are doing in the com-
munity,” James said.

The club also provided 
updates on ongoing projects, 
including the canned goods 
collection competition between 
The Manning Times, Manning 
Junior High, and Manning High 
School’s FFA programs. Dona-
tions will benefit at least three 
local organizations, with details 
on drop-off locations to be an-
nounced soon.

Additionally, members were 

encouraged to follow the newly 
launched Manning Rotary Club 
Facebook page for updates on 
meetings, events, and service 
projects.

For more information about 
the Manning Rotary Club and 
its activities, visit their Facebook 
page or contact the club directly.

Rotary Roundup: support for 
deputy and victim’s advocate

CLUB NEWS

DONATION. Manning Rotary Club President Johnson James presents a donation to Deputy and Victim’s Advocate Scott 
Danback to support his mission efforts, including his work with therapy dogs and an upcoming church-led mission trip.

  (Photo C/O Melissa Foust-McCoy)
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38th Clarendon Hall Academy Auction 
Farm & Construction Equipment, Vehicles and Miscellaneous

Location: 307 Duke Street, Summerton, SC
Saturday March 1, 2024 9:00 A.M.

We will be accepting  consigments February  24th thru February 28th 
from 8 A.M. until 5:00 P.M.

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE:   If you have equipment you would like to sell at 
this auction call Buddy Lewis 803.983.5040, Billy Simpson 803.225.0389, 
Jimmy Blocker 843.908.3866 or call the office number listed below. For 
more info visit auctionzip.com or southcarolinaauctioneers.org, or on 
Facebook, or call the numbers listed below.

This is an early listing. We are expecting much much more.  We had over 
a thousand items last year.  Don’t miss this large annual auction!

-JD 4630 Tractor w/cab
-Kobota B7500  Tractor w/Finish Mower
-Ford 540 Tractor
-MF 271 Tractor 1237 hrs (weak eng.)
-IH 1020 Combine Header 30’; full finger SCH Blade
-IH 1020 Combine Header 25’
-IH 8455 Round Baler
-Morra  Tedder w/4 baskets, Hyd fold
-IHC 37 Disc Harrow 10’
-JD  7000 2/row Planter 
-Containers 20’ and 40’
-Ford water truck  1000 gal
-Alum.  Nurse tank 1000  gal. on Skids
-John Blue 300 gal applicator
-Drag Harrow 3 pt
-Dirt Scoop 3 pt
-Pitts 2/row Cultivator
-Post Hole Digger w/3 pt
-Scrape blade 3pt
-Bushhog 8’ pull type
-King Cutter 5’ w/3 pt.
-Guard Rails 12’ (approx. 75)
-Ornamental Gates 20’

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:    Everything sells “as is” without any 
warranty.  JGBA&R Inc., does not guarantee any year, model, hours etc., 
or usefulness of any item.  Everything must be paid for on the day of the 
auction with cash, good check or with a Bank Letter of Guarantee made  
to JGBA&R, Inc., with the date of the auction being March 1, 2025.  We 
will accept credit cards with a three (3%) adm fee.  There is a ten (10%) 
buyers premium with a $500.00 cap per item.   No equipment will be 
loaded out until paid for in full.

J G BLOCKER AUCTION & REALTY INC.
WALTERBORO, South Carolina 29488

SCAL # 110 (Bonded)
843.908.3866 (cell) - 843.538.2276 (Office)

E-mail:  jgbauction@lowcountry.com

For an auction of your own, plan with J G Blocker Auction & Realty Inc.!
 We Make it Happen!

School board asks for veto as 
lawmakers defend H. 3792

GOVERNMENT

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The debate over House Bill 3792 con-
tinues as Clarendon County School Board 
Chairman John Bonaparte publicly urged 
Gov. Henry McMaster to veto the legis-
lation, which would keep school budget 
approval under county council authority 
and change the method of electing board 
members.

The Manning Times previously report-
ed that the bill, introduced by Rep. Fawn 
Pedalino (R-District 64) and supported by 
Sen. Jeff Zell (R-District 36), passed both 
chambers of the South Carolina General 
Assembly and is now awaiting McMaster’s 
signature.

2021 consolidation law and fiscal 
autonomy

In 2021, Act 106 consolidated Claren-
don County’s three school districts into a 
single district under an appointed board 
of trustees. The law granted fiscal auton-
omy to the school board, but with a key 
delay:

From 2021 to 2024, the school board 
remained appointed and continued to 
operate under county council’s budget 
approval process.

In November 2024, voters elected 
the first full school board, replacing the 
appointed board.

Starting in 2025, the newly elected 
board was set to take full control of its 
budget, including the authority to set 
the district’s tax millage rate, with limits 
on how much it could increase annually 
without voter approval.

Because the school board was still 
appointed during the transition, it never 
actually exercised fiscal autonomy before 
House Bill 3792 was introduced.

Opponents of the bill argue that it 
removes a power before the elected board 
even had the opportunity to use it.

“House Bill 3792 is intending to take 
away the fiscal autonomy that the county 
has worked on for three years,” Bonapar-
te said at the Feb. 10 Clarendon County 
Council meeting. “We have nine board 
members with over 100 years of experi-
ence as elected officials, educators, and 
coaches. We are ready to take on this 
responsibility.”

Under House Bill 3792, the school 
board would not gain fiscal autonomy 
as planned. Instead, it would continue 
submitting its budget to county council 
for approval, as had been the case under 
the appointed board.

Pedalino and Zell argue that this is not 
a change, but rather a continuation of the 
system that was already in place.

“House Bill 3792 restores budget over-
sight, increases transparency, and ensures 
fair elections,” Pedalino wrote on social 

media. “It requires the school board to 
submit the budget to county council for 
approval—this is how it has always been.”

Runoff elections and oversight debate
In addition to keeping budget approval 

under county council, House Bill 3792 
changes the method of electing school 
board members. Instead of a plurality sys-
tem, where the candidate with the most 
votes wins, school board races would now 
require a runoff election if no candidate 
secures more than 50% of the vote in the 
general election.

Supporters of the bill say this ensures 
candidates have a true majority of voter 
support, while opponents argue that 
runoff elections typically have lower voter 
turnout and add logistical challenges.

Zell defended the changes, calling the 
bill necessary for financial transparency 
and stability.

“In a typical and predictable manner, 
the South Carolina School Boards Associ-
ation has weighed in on our local Claren-
don County Bill, which aims to remove 
unchecked fiscal autonomy, implement 
checks and balances, and ensure that the 
voice of the people is reflected through a 
majority election,” Zell wrote.

Zell also announced that he had 
submitted a Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request for all communications 
related to the school board’s letter to 
McMaster, stating, “Based on the contents 
of the letter, it seems that the board is not 
only focused on maintaining their fiscal 
autonomy, but they also appear to have 
a significant interest in political matters, 
particularly regarding their stance on 
plurality vs. majority elections.”

Among the nine school board mem-
bers, eight signed the letter to McMaster. 
Secretary Kim Jones was the only member 
who did not, later issuing a statement 
explaining her decision.

“I chose not to sign the letter request-
ing a veto of H. 3792 because I believe 
our focus as a newly elected school board 
should be on working together, moving 
forward, and proving that we can make 
a difference beyond just fiscal autono-
my,” Jones stated. “Instead of fighting 
oversight, we should be demonstrating 
responsible governance, rebuilding trust, 
and prioritizing students and teachers.”

Pedalino has expressed confidence that 
McMaster will sign the bill. She previous-
ly consulted the governor’s office while 
drafting the legislation and said that there 
were no concerns that would lead to a 
veto.

If signed into law, H. 3792 will take 
effect for the 2025-26 fiscal year, requiring 
the school board to submit its budget to 
county council by May 31. The law would 
also mandate runoff elections for school 
board races in cases where no candidate 
receives at least 50% of the vote.

Monarchs, Wolverines to compete at 
SCHSL State Wrestling Championship

SPORTS

SUBMITTED
mtscreporter@gmail.com

Wrestlers from Manning 
High School and East Clarendon 
High School will take the mat at 
the South Carolina High School 
League (SCHSL) state wrestling 
championship this weekend at 
the Florence Center. The two 
schools will be well represented, 
sending multiple qualifiers after 
strong performances at the lower 
state championships.

Manning Monarchs
Manning High School’s wres-

tling program had a successful 
showing at the Class 2A lower 
state championships, with two 
girls and three boys earning 
spots at the state meet. The girls 
competed at South Florence, 
while the boys wrestled at Tim-
berland.

Breanna Corley led the 
Monarchs with a dominant 
performance, claiming the 
lower state title in the 127-pound 
division. After a first-round bye, 

she pinned Mackenzie Campbell 
of Cane Bay and secured a 17-0 
technical fall win over Stratford’s 
Jaye McBath. In the champi-
onship match, Corley defeated 
North Charleston’s Trinity Halls 
by decision, 9-3.

Kymarielle Cleveland also 
earned a state berth with a 
third-place finish at 112 pounds. 
She won her first two matches 
by pin, defeating Sumter’s Talia 
Titus and Darlington’s Naidelyn 
Aviles. After a third-round loss 
to top-seeded Emma Shepphard 
of Conway, Cleveland rebounded 
with an 18-0 victory over Harts-
ville’s Anna Gandy and a pin 
against Wando’s Cassidy Warren 
to secure third place.

On the boys’ side, Jordan 
Hilton-Kelly and Ashton Palmer 
each finished third in their 
respective weight classes. Wres-
tling at 106 pounds, Hilton-Kelly 
won his first two matches by 
pin before falling to Timber-
land’s Wyatt Thames by major 
decision, 22-12. He responded 
with back-to-back pins against 
Woodland’s Walker Ulmer and 

Bamberg-Ehrhardt’s Brian Ford 
to secure third place.

At 190 pounds, Palmer won 
his opening match by forfeit but 
was pinned by Philip Simmons’ 
Brady Tonon. He battled through 
the consolation bracket, winning 
three straight matches by pin 
against Whale Branch’s Malachi 
Heyward, Edisto’s Paul Fillman, 
and Academic Magnet’s Daniel 
Harris.

Joshua White added a fifth-
place finish at 126 pounds. After 
a first-round bye, he was pinned 
by Academic Magnet’s Nick 
Severance. White won his next 
two matches by pin before falling 
to Edisto’s Alejandro Axson. In 
a rematch against Severance, 
White secured fifth place with 
a pin.

Manning also had three 
additional wrestlers compete: 
Jesse Robinson (138), Benjamin 
White (215), and Bryce Kinard 
(144), who forfeited both of his 
matches due to injury.

East Clarendon Wolverines
East Clarendon also had a 

strong performance at Timber-
land, sending five wrestlers to 
the state championship.

Leading the Wolverines, Ta-
koda Cornelius finished fourth 
at 150 pounds. After a first-
round bye, Cornelius pinned 
Cheraw’s Cooper Lund before 
being pinned by Edisto’s Kalelhl 
McKenzie. He rebounded with 
a pin against Jackson Sharp of 
Woodland before falling to Bam-
berg-Ehrhardt’s Omarion Wilson 
in the third-place match.

At 175 pounds, Syrus Brown 
finished fifth. He won his first 
match by technical fall (25-
10) and his second by medical 
forfeit. After two losses, he faced 
Cheraw’s Tykeith Stacks in the 
fifth-place match, securing a pin 
to wrap up his weekend.

East Clarendon had two 
sixth-place finishers: Jarvin Pi-
neda-Ochoa at 165 pounds and 
Xavier Smith at 285 pounds. Pi-
neda-Ochoa won his first match 
by pin before falling to Edisto’s 
Paul Fillman. He won two more 
matches before losing twice to 
end his tournament. Smith, a 

second seed, won his first two 
matches by pin before falling to 
Edisto’s Jamon Boatwright and 
Whale Branch’s L’veon Watson. 
He narrowly lost the fifth-place 
match by an 11-10 decision.

Rounding out East Clar-
endon’s qualifiers, Tristan 
Underwood placed eighth at 
138 pounds. He opened with a 
22-8 win over Cheraw’s Landon 
Goodwin before falling to 
top-seeded Derrick Graham. 
He recovered with an 18-3 tech 
fall win over North Central’s 
Nathan Goins but lost a close 
16-15 match to Kamari Rivers of 
Edisto. Underwood was pinned 
in the seventh-place match to 
close out his weekend.

Four other Wolverines 
competed but did not advance: 
Benjamin Galloway (106), Bray-
lon Brown (157), Cody Dunning 
(132), and Wyatt Pierce (215).

The SCHSL state wrestling 
championship will take place 
Friday and Saturday at the Flor-
ence Center, where Manning and 
East Clarendon wrestlers will 
compete for state titles.
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BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Clarendon County Coun-
cil convened its regular month-
ly meeting Monday evening, 
addressing a range of topics 
from service awards and board 
appointments to concerns over 
school district fiscal autonomy. 
The council also received a state-
wide award for workplace safety 
and reviewed ongoing county 
projects.

Chairman Jay Johnson 
opened the meeting with a brief 
welcome. “I’d like to welcome 
everyone here, and we’re going to 
start our meeting off tonight,” he 
said. Councilman Billy Richard-
son then delivered the invoca-
tion, followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Service award and workplace 
safety recognition

Sergeant Stephen Switech of 
the Clarendon County Sheriff ’s 
Office was recognized for five 
years of service. Though he 
was not in attendance, County 
Administrator Lynden Anthony 
stated, “We’ll see that he gets 
both the plaque and his five-year 
service pin.”

Council also received a First 
Place Award from the South 
Carolina Association of Counties 
Workers’ Compensation Trust 
for its risk management efforts. 
Robert Benefield, Director of 
Insurance Services, presented 
the award, noting, “Clarendon 
County has the lowest experi-
ence modifier of all 43 counties 
in our trust, which resulted in 
over $200,000 in savings for 
taxpayers. This is a direct result 
of the commitment of your 
employees and supervisors to 
workplace safety.”

Public comments address lo-
cal history and fiscal autonomy

Two speakers took the floor 
during public comments, includ-

ing historian George Frierson, 
who highlighted the contri-
butions of Clarendon County 
residents in shaping American 
history. “Levi Pearson, who led 
the effort in Pearson v. Claren-
don County Board of Education, 
was born on this day in 1892,” 
Frierson said. “This county 
played a major role in the history 
of this country, and it’s import-
ant we continue to remember 
and honor that.”

John Bonaparte, a member 
of the Clarendon County School 
District Board of Trustees, spoke 
in his personal capacity as a 
citizen regarding concerns over 
House Bill 3792, which he said 
could impact the district’s ability 
to maintain fiscal autonomy. “We 
have worked for three years to 
ensure the district has the ability 
to manage its finances, and I per-
sonally believe that our board, 
with its combined 100 years of 
experience, is well-equipped to 
continue handling this respon-
sibility,” Bonaparte said. “I ask 
council members to consider this 
carefully.”

Higher education in Claren-
don County

Dr. Kevin Pollock, President 
of Central Carolina Technical 
College, presented an update on 
the college’s impact in Clarendon 
County. “Last year, we had 378 
students from Clarendon County 
enrolled, with 47 of them attend-
ing in-person at the F.E. DuBose 
Campus,” Pollock stated. He not-
ed the county’s annual $100,000 
appropriation and the $20,000 
contribution to the Scholars Pro-
gram, which awarded $25,000 to 
local students last year.

Pollock requested that council 
renew the Scholars Program for 
another five years and acknowl-
edged that while online cours-
es remain the most popular 
option, in-person attendance at 
the DuBose campus continues. 
“We would love to have more 

students attending in person, 
and we’re working on ways to 
increase those numbers,” he said.

Councilman William Frierson 
reflected on the county’s long-
standing partnership with the 
college. “We recognized over 25 
years ago that in order to attract 
industry, we needed a college 
presence in Clarendon County,” 
Frierson said. “This partnership 
has played a significant role in 
our economic growth.”

Board appointments and 
intergovernmental agreement 
with Turbeville

Council approved several 
board appointments and reap-
pointments, ensuring represen-
tation across county districts. 
The Planning Commission for 
District 1 will be represented by 
Ken Wells, Robert Borkin, and 
Roger Bober, while Barry Ham, 
GG Cutter, and Matthew Prince 
will serve on behalf of District 2. 
For the Development Board in 
District 3, Steve C. Gamble and 
H. Blade Givens were reappoint-
ed. In addition, the Clarendon 
County Behavioral Health and 
Service Commission reappoint-
ed Beatrice Knight for District 
1 and Beulah Roberts, Kathy 
Gettings, and Joan Barber for 
District 2.

Council also voted to appoint 
a representative to the Santee 
Lynches Council of Govern-
ments (COG) to represent 
Clarendon County at regional 
meetings.

Additionally, the council 
approved an intergovernmental 
agreement between Claren-
don County and the Town of 
Turbeville regarding a planned 
outdoor stage at the future site of 
the Turbeville Library. Anthony 
explained, “Since the town is 
applying for state funds for this 
project on county property, the 
grant requires an agreement 
between both entities.”

Financial report shows posi-
tive budget trends

Chief Financial Officer 
Tammy Rodvansky presented 
the financial report, stating that 
general fund expenses were at 
54% of budget as of January 31, 
lower than the expected 58%. 
“We’re running lower than where 
we should be, which is a good 
thing,” she said. She noted that 
revenue figures were not avail-
able due to a software issue but 
would be provided next month.

Rodvansky reported that 
the C-Fund had a cash balance 
of $7,890,941, with $6,582,333 
already committed to road proj-
ects, leaving $1,308,608 uncom-
mitted. Water and sewer revenue 
for the year totaled $901,134, 
with a net surplus of $21,878 
after expenses, depreciation, and 
bond payments. She also con-
firmed that Weldon Auditorium’s 
revenue was $802,000, with all 
expenses covered by hospitality 
tax funds. In closing, Rodvansky 
noted that budget packets had 
been distributed to all county 
departments, with submissions 
due by the end of February and 
departmental meetings set for 
March.

Administrator’s report up-
dates on key county projects

Administrator Lynden Antho-
ny reported that the Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) is in 
its final planning stages, with 
groundbreaking expected by 
fall. The Turbeville Fire Station 
remains on schedule, with a Cer-
tificate of Occupancy expected 
in April.

Work continues on the Public 
Works, Fleet Maintenance, and 
Animal Control Facility, where 
site layouts are being modified 
before permits are issued. In the 
Davis Station area, a test well is 
currently being drilled, and new 
water mains will soon go out for 
bid as part of a water expansion 
project. Meanwhile, renovations 

at Weldon Auditorium are mov-
ing forward, with bid documents 
being finalized.

Anthony also updated council 
members on Summerton’s 
wastewater development project, 
reporting that engineering 
design is near completion. The 
Law Enforcement Joint Training 
Facility is making progress, with 
construction on the fire ranges 
underway and the support build-
ing now out for bid. He further 
noted that an engineering firm 
has been selected for the New-
man Branch Restoration Project, 
with environmental planning 
conversations beginning.

In recreational updates, 
basketball season has conclud-
ed, and baseball and softball 
registration recently closed, with 
games set to begin soon. Antho-
ny also reported that repairs to 
Taw Caw Park’s fire-damaged 
boardwalk are nearly complete.

Before closing, he thanked 
first responders and county staff 
for their work during the recent 
winter storm. “It’s not often we 
get an ice event like this, but 
thanks to our emergency teams 
and the South Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation, we were 
able to minimize accidents,” 
Anthony said.

Chairman’s report and ad-
journment

Johnson noted that he had 
no formal chairman’s report but 
took a moment to thank county 
staff and his fellow council 
members. “I’d like to just take a 
quick second and say a big thank 
you to everyone—from Admin-
istrator Anthony to the entire 
team—y’all have been bringing 
me along, and I’m figuring it 
out,” he said.

With no further business, the 
meeting adjourned. The next 
council meeting is scheduled for 
March 10, 2025, at 6 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers at 411 Sunset 
Drive, Manning.

County Council approves board 
appointments, reviews key projects

GOVERNMENT

MEETING. Robert Benefield, Director of Insurance Services for the South Carolina Association of Counties Workers’ Compensation Trust, presents Clarendon County Council with a First 
Place Award for workplace safety. The county was recognized for having the lowest experience modifier among 43 counties, resulting in significant cost savings for taxpayers. (Photo C/O 

Clarendon County Administration)

County auditor honors plane crash 
victims at National Cathedral service

IN MEMORY

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

More than four decades after 
losing her brother in the Air 
Florida Flight 90 crash, Clar-
endon County Auditor Patricia 
Pringle traveled to Washington, 
D.C., on Feb. 8 to speak at a 
National Cathedral service hon-
oring victims of recent tragedies, 
including those who perished in 
a recent plane crash near Reagan 
National Airport.

The interfaith service, orga-
nized by Dr. Stephne Coney of 
the International Stop the Vio-
lence Alliance, brought together 
law enforcement officers, first 
responders, religious leaders, 
and families impacted by loss. 
Among those attending was 
Pringle, whose brother, Joe Na-
than Pringle, was killed on Jan. 
13, 1982, when Flight 90 struck 
the 14th Street Bridge before 
plunging into the icy Potomac 
River. He was driving home 
from his job as a top mechanic 
at Arlington National Cemetery 

when the plane crashed into 
traffic, claiming his life at just 26 
years old.

“For 43 years, we have carried 
this grief,” Pringle said. “My 
heart aches for the families 
experiencing this same pain now. 
I came to let them know they are 
not alone.”

The service was held in re-
membrance of the 67 passengers 
killed in the recent crash, along 
with victims of other tragedies, 
including the New Orleans ter-
rorist attack and the Los Angeles 
fires.

Ann Buckley, president of 
the Skating Club of Boston, 
attended to honor six young club 
members who were among those 
killed in the plane crash.

“We have been so deeply 
touched by the outpouring of 
love and support from all over 
the United States and from other 
countries,” Buckley said.

Pringle, who has visited 
memorials dedicated to Flight 
90’s victims at Reagan National 
Airport, recalled how her family 

endured the agony of waiting 
for confirmation of her brother’s 
fate. The traffic delays from the 
crash kept many from realizing 
he had been in the direct path of 
the disaster.

“I remember my sister-in-law 
calling to check on him, thinking 
maybe he was stuck in traffic,” 
Pringle said. “We didn’t know 
until later that night.”

Pringle said the grief of 
sudden loss never fades, but the 
shared pain among families of 
victims creates an unbreakable 
bond. She hopes to see contin-
ued support for those affected.

“We wanted to let them know 
that we are here, that we love 
them, and that we grieve with 
them,” Coney said.

As prayers filled the cathedral, 
Pringle said she felt the weight of 
history repeating itself, but also a 
sense of unity and healing.

“It’s heartbreaking, but I know 
my brother would want me here,” 
she said. “To stand with these 
families, to remind them they are 
not alone.”

TECH. Clarendon County Auditor Patricia Pringle stands inside the 
National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., on Feb. 8, 2025, after speaking at a 
service honoring victims of recent tragedies. Pringle attended in memory 
of her brother, Joe Nathan Pringle, who was killed in the 1982 Air Florida 

Flight 90 crash.  (Photo C/O Patricia Pringle)
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A Legacy of Success: Sonja Rush-Harvin 
and the impact of WTC Dual Enrollment

EDUCATION

SUBMITTED
mtscreporter@gmail.com

Sonja Rush-Harvin, a lifelong 
advocate for education, has 
played a pivotal role in promot-
ing dual enrollment opportu-
nities in Williamsburg County. 
Born and raised in Kingstree, 
SC, Sonja attended East Claren-
don High School before embark-
ing on a career in education. 
Following in the footsteps of her 
mother, Gwendolyn Rush—one 
of the first instructors at Wil-
liamsburg Technical College—
Sonja developed a deep passion 
for academic advancement 
within her community. She 
has dedicated 27 years to C.E. 
Murray High School (now C.E. 
Murray Middle School), serving 
in multiple roles including lab 
proctor, biology teacher, curric-
ulum coordinator, and currently, 
Assistant Principal.

Sonja has been instrumental 
in supporting dual enrollment 
initiatives at C.E. Murray, where 
she once served as the school’s 
primary contact for the program. 
She has witnessed firsthand how 
these opportunities provide 
students with a head start on 
their college education while also 
easing financial burdens. “I’ve al-
ways instilled the importance of 
education,” Sonja stated. “Often, 
people aren’t able to afford high-
er education, so dual enrollment 
plays a significant role in helping 
students reduce costs while still 

obtaining a four-year degree. 
By taking advantage of these 
courses, students can complete 
an associates’ degree in high 
school, then continue to pursue a 
bachelors’ degree if desired post 
graduation.

Her commitment to the pro-
gram is reflected in her own chil-
dren’s success. All three of her 
children—Marcus, Darius, and 
Kayla—have participated in dual 
enrollment through Williams-
burg Technical College. Marcus 
utilized his college credits to 
advance his business education 
at the University of South Caro-
lina and later earned a master’s 
degree from Stanford University. 
Darius leveraged his dual enroll-
ment experience to graduate in 
just three years from USC before 
entering the NFL, where he cur-
rently plays for the Kansas City 
Chiefs. Kayla, currently a junior 
at Kingstree High School, is on 
track to complete her associate 
degree through dual enrollment 
before graduating high school, 
positioning herself for academic 
and professional success.

Beyond its benefits for indi-
vidual students, Sonja recognizes 
the positive impact dual enroll-
ment has on the local communi-
ty. “Now, you can’t just walk out 
of high school and get some of 
the higher-paying jobs students 
want,” she explained. “You need 
post-secondary education, and 
dual enrollment can help with 
that. Not only does it cover 

general studies, but students can 
also earn certifications in fields 
like HVAC or Welding, allowing 
them to enter the workforce im-
mediately with salaries starting 
at $30,000 to $40,000 per year. 
In a small rural town like ours, 
these opportunities are invalu-
able.”

Williamsburg Technical 
College offers a variety of dual 
enrollment options designed to 
help high school students gain 
a competitive edge. The Dual 
Enrollment Advanced Learning 
(D.E.A.L.) program allows stu-
dents to earn tuition-free college 
credits, while the Early College 
program provides selected 10th 
graders the chance to complete 
an associate degree before high 
school graduation. Additional-
ly, the Career and Technology 
Education (C.A.T.E.) courses 
offer career-ready pathways for 
students interested in technical 
fields.

Sonja Rush-Harvin’s advocacy 
for dual enrollment underscores 
its role as a transformative force 
in students’ lives. Her dedication 
ensures that more students in 
Williamsburg County can access 
these opportunities and build 
successful futures. For more 
information about dual enroll-
ment programs at Williamsburg 
Technical College, visit https://
www.wiltech.edu/ or contact 
Paige Brown, Associate Vice 
President of Academics and 
Special Projects.

TECH. Sonja Rush-Harvin and her family.  (Photos C/O Williamsburg 
Technical College)

Lake Marion Artisan Gallery hosts Black 
history celebration in Summerton

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Lake Marion Artisan 
Gallery honored Black History 
Month with an evening of reflec-
tion, music, and art on Feb. 12. 
The event, held at the gallery’s 
Main Street location, featured 
guest speaker Aaliyah Arrahman 
and a performance by the Clark 

Brothers Gospel Singers.
Arrahman delivered a speech 

highlighting the legacies of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln and Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., reading 
excerpts from the Emancipation 
Proclamation and the Gettysburg 
Address. She spoke on the lasting 
impact of these historical figures 
and their roles in shaping the 
civil rights movement.

The Clark Brothers Gospel 

Singers followed with a soul-stir-
ring performance, blending tra-
ditional spirituals with original 
compositions. Their set included 
themes of faith, perseverance, 
and unity, encouraging the audi-
ence to reflect on the significance 
of Black history and culture.

The event was part of the gal-
lery’s ongoing efforts to celebrate 
local Black artists and creators. 
Attendees were invited to view 

artwork, enjoy refreshments, and 
engage in conversations about 
the role of art in shaping culture.

“Art plays a crucial role in 
shaping and renewing culture,” 
said Tim Jones of Artscape, as 
quoted in the gallery’s promo-
tional materials. “In times like 
these, we need to empower 
artists like never before to help 
us reflect, rekindle our hope, and 
imagine a better future.”

The Lake Marion Artisan 
Gallery, a nonprofit organiza-
tion, continues to provide a 
platform for artistic expression 
and community engagement in 
Summerton.

For more information, visit 
the gallery’s Facebook page at 
Lake Marion Artisans Gal-
lery-LMAG.

ART. Attendees at the Lake Marion Artisan Gallery’s Black History Month celebration on Feb. 12 enjoyed an evening of powerful speeches, soulful gospel music, and inspiring artwork. The 
event highlighted the achievements of local Black artists and brought the community together in celebration of history, culture, and creativity. (Photos C/O Melissa Foust-McCoy)


