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o LIFE STORY

f given the chance to live like you
were dying, what would you do with
your time? If you were told you had
three to six weeks left on Earth, who

would you spend your days with?

For beloved basketball coach and life-
long mentor Andy McLeod, these ques-
tions are no longer hypothetical.

McLeod, a Manning native, has spent
his life dedicated to coaching and men-
toring young athletes. His journey began
early, fueled by a love for basketball and

a work ethic that set him apart. From

childhood games on the court to

leading teams from the sidelines,
he has never strayed far from
the sport that shaped him. His
career took him across South

Carolina, where he built pro-

grams, mentored athletes, and
formed lifelong friendships.
His impact extends beyond
wins and championships. His
legacy is the players he guid-
ed, the friendships he built,
and the lessons he instilled.
Now, McLeod faces the
toughest opponent of his life.
Diagnosed with renal cell carci-
" noma, he has made the decision
to forgo aggressive chemotherapy
/ and instead focus on living fully,
surrounded by the people he loves.
He refuses to be defined by illness or
to let his final days be consumed by
grief. Instead, he continues to do what
he has always done: lead by example,
show up for others, and embrace
every moment with strength and
humor.

This is the story of a coach, a
mentor, a husband, a friend. A man
who, even in the face of a terminal

diagnosis, refuses to sit on the side-
lines. A man who is choosing to live
like he is dying.

A life on the court

Close friend and mentor Bill Brewer
has known McLeod since childhood
and saw his potential early.

are dying

“I could tell as a little boy Andy was go-
ing to be tall, but in the 12th grade, he was
a grown man. He’s about six feet, five inches
and was as good as any player I had seen,”
Brewer said. “When he was a little boy, he
was so little. But he wanted to be a basket-
ball player, and let me tell you, he worked
like the devil to be a player”

McLeod played football and basketball
at Laurence Manning Academy (LMA),
excelling on state championship teams in
both sports. He continued his basketball ca-
reer at Newberry College, where he played
for three years before shifting his focus to
academics. After graduating in 1993 with a
degree in history, McLeod returned to LMA
to begin his coaching career at just 21 years
old.

“I stayed two years but kind of felt that I
would always be seen as the former student.
I felt the need to establish myself as a
coach,” McLeod said.

He moved on to Williamsburg Academy,
where he coached for six years, ultimately
serving as athletic director and varsity foot-
ball coach before settling into his passion:
basketball.

“My years at Williamsburg are so mem-
orable. It helped me establish my coaching
and teaching careers,” McLeod said. “I be-
came ‘Coach Andy’ and not a former champ
or student. I met so many good friends
through coaching, and we are still friends to
this day, 30 years later. It's been an amazing
journey”

McLeod continued his coaching career at
Hudgens Academy until it closed, prompt-
ing his return to LMA. He later spent eight
years at Holly Hill Academy, all the while
making an impact on the lives of young
athletes.

A life well-loved

More than anything, McLeod’s life has
been defined by deep friendships, strong
family ties, and unwavering loyalty. He has
spent the past few days back in Manning,
surrounded by the people who have shaped
his life.

“If anything happens, if things go south,
I want to be in Manning. This is where my

family is,” he said.

McLeod has
found comfort in re-
connecting with old
friends and reliving
memories.

“It’s been won-
derful sitting around
telling old stories,” he said. “[My friends and
I] haven't talked about the diagnosis, we
haven't talked about the disease. We've just
talked and caught back up. A lot of them,

I haven't seen in so long. I know they care.
They are worried, they are praying about it,
but it’s not something we discuss when they
visit. We just talk?”

To his closest friends, he is more than a
coach or a mentor. He is family.

“He is my brother, he is my best friend,”
said fellow coach and lifelong friend Will
Epps. “When I was in seventh and eighth
grade, I would be watching Andy play
basketball. I looked up to him, he was who
I wanted to be. I even wanted to wear his
number when I played. After college, we
just became best friends. He is the most loy-
al friend I have ever had. In life, if you are
lucky enough to have one true friend, you
are truly lucky. He is my one true friend”

Epps recalled a moment from their
youth that solidified their bond.

“He’s a competitor and the most brilliant
coach, as smart as any coach I've met.

He is someone I have always held in high
regard in life,” Epps said. “I remember one
Thanksgiving when I was 21 years old. I
wrecked a soybean truck, spilling soybeans
everywhere. Andy was the friend that left
his Thanksgiving dinner to come help me
literally pick soybeans up out of the road”

Childhood friend Ron Lee remembers
the McLeod home as a second home for
him.

“I'm pretty sure Mr. Pete and Ms. Susie
took extra jobs to keep us fed with mini
pizzas, ice cream cups, and drinks,” Lee
said. “We spent hours on end playing what
Andy referred to as ‘option boption’ on the
trampoline. This was where Mark Sexton
and myself got crushed by Andy as he
tackled the ball carrier. Of course, Andy

See MCLEOD, Page 5
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Manning man charged with arson, desecration of remains

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

after police issued warrants for
his arrest last week, according to
the Sumter Police Department.
Dingle was booked at the county
detention center, where bond was
set at $50,000 surety with location
monitoring.

Investigators determined
that Willis Samuel Jr., 67, also of
Manning, was already dead before
the vehicle was set ablaze behind

A Manning man has
been charged with arson and
desecration of human remains
following the discovery of a body
inside a burning car in Sumter late
last year.

John Elliot Dingle, 27, turned
himself in to authorities Tuesday

the Eastwood Park apartment
complex on Boulevard Road.
Emergency responders were
dispatched to the scene just before
2:20 a.m. on Dec. 31 after receiving
reports of a car fire.

Authorities have not yet
determined the manner of
Samuel’s death. Further autopsy
results are pending.

The Sumter Police Department

Samuel’s death.

com.

is working with the Clarendon
County Sherift’s Office, the
South Carolina Law Enforcement
Division, and the Sumter County
Coroner’s Office to investigate
the circumstances surrounding

No additional details have been
released at this time.
For updates, visit sumterpd.

JOHN ELLIOT DINGLE

© BLACK HISTORY MONTH

KEVIN JOHNSON: A
LEGACY OF SERVICE, FAITH,
AND LEADERSHIP

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

cornerstone of his approach to public
service.

“I grew up in a family where doing
for others and helping wherever we
could help was expected. It was the
norm, Johnson recalled.

From an early age, he was taught the
value of hard work, hon-
esty, and education. These
principles would guide him
through a career marked by
dedication and an unwav-
ering commitment to his
constituents.

A family that stands
together

Public service often
demands long hours and
difficult decisions, but
Johnson credits his family
for providing unwavering
support throughout his
career.

His wife, Gloria “Bee” Johnson, has
been his steadfast partner for over 50
years. “She may not be seen openly, but
she has always been working hard on
behalf of our family and our communi-
ty; he said.

Together, they raised three children,

See JOHNSON, Page 5

For over three decades, Kevin John-
son has been a pillar of leadership in
Clarendon County and beyond. From
his humble beginnings as a self-de-
scribed “military brat”
to his tenure as Mayor of
Manning, South Carolina
State Representative, and
State Senator, Johnson’s
career has been defined
by service, integrity, and
a deep commitment to
his community. His story
is not just one of politi-
cal success but of faith,
family, and a passion for
uplifting others.

Rooted in service

Born into a military
family, Johnson spent
his early years moving from state to
state, gaining a diverse perspective that
would shape his future in leadership.
His father served in the U.S. Army for
21 years, instilling discipline and resil-
ience, while his mother’s generosity and
dedication to helping others became the

® FIRST RESPONDERS

Three Summerton police
officers resign, Chief to retire

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

Three officers from the Summerton
Police Department have resigned, and
Police Chief Donell Dixon has announced
his upcoming retirement, effective April
18, 2025, according to information shared
following the Feb. 11 Town Council
meeting.

Mayor Keith Bowman stated that the
resignations were not unexpected.

“It did not come as a surprise being
that I, along with council, sat with each of
these officers prior, and they informed us
of their reasons for resigning,” Bowman
said.

Regarding Chief Dixon’s retirement,
Bowman clarified that the decision was
unrelated to the resignations or any issues
within the town.

“His decision was based on a personal
matter;” Bowman said. “All of these offi-
cers expressed that this was not a town-re-
lated matter, and we wish them well on
their future endeavors.”

Town officials have assured residents
that the Summerton Police Department
remains operational despite the resigna-
tions. Despite the town announcing the
resignations on the same day, the officers
had resigned throughout the month of

February. They left as of the following
dates: Officer A on Feb. 11, Officer B on
Feb. 25, and Officer C on Feb. 28.

To address the vacancies, the town
has initiated a recruitment campaign and
is working with the Clarendon County
Sheriff’s Office to provide temporary law
enforcement coverage.

“Sheriff Baxley has assured me, as
well as council, that he will work with us
to provide the needed law enforcement
coverage during this transitional process
beginning the last of February,” Bowman
said. “The town has a very good relation-
ship with our county’s Sherift’s Depart-
ment. They have assisted the town before
during transitional periods similar to this,
and we are extremely grateful for their
assistance.”

Despite the staffing changes, Bowman
emphasized that public safety remains a
priority.

“The citizens of Summerton can rest
assured that their safety is our top priori-
ty;” he said.

Town officials reiterated that there is
“no need to panic” and that the Claren-
don County Sherift’s Office will continue
assisting as they have in the past.

This is a developing story. The Man-
ning Times will provide updates as more
information becomes available.
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Martha
CONYERS

Martha Conyers, 86, widow of Frank Conyers died
Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at her residence. She was
born September 23, 1938, in Clarendon County, SC. A
daughter of the late Henry and Rose Kennedy Snider.

Public viewing 2:00PM til 6:00PM Tuesday, February
18, 2025, at Hayes F. Samuels, Sr., Memorial Chapel,
Manning, SC.

Celebration of life 12:00 Noon Wednesday, February
19, 2025. At Hayes E Samuels, Sr., Memorial Chapel,
Manning, SC. Burial will follow in Junky Yard Cemetery;,
Manning, SC.

The family is receiving friends at her residence, 1146
Waynes Drive, Manning SC.

Jackie
“Jack”
Lee
SECOR

Jackie “Jack” Lee Secor, 89, husband of Cena Anne
Hodge Secor, died Friday, February 14, 2025, at his
home.

Born September 11, 1935, in Los Angeles, CA, he was
the son of the late Arthur Emmett Petersen and the late
Lily May Abernathy Secor. He was a retired US Air Force
veteran of the Vietnam War.

He is survived by his wife of 65 years of Manning; two
children, Dean Hodge Secor (Sonya) of Mt. Pleasant and
Jackie La Cena Secor (Stephanie) of Columbia; a daugh-
ter-in-law, Darla Lee (Adam) of Manning; three grand-
children, Thomas David Secor, Jr. of Sumter, Grace Anne
Secor and Brenda Ashleigh Secor, both of Mt. Pleasant;
two step grandchildren, Greyson Wessinger and Peyton
Wessinger of Columbia; a great grandson, Jack Secor; a
great granddaughter, Katie Johnson; several nieces and
nephews; and special friends, ].B. Hodge and Sellarhea
Jordan.

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death
by a son, Thomas David Secor, Sr.; and a grandson, Zach-
ary Douglas Secor.

A funeral service will be held at 3 p.m. on Sunday;,
February 23, 2025, at Providence Baptist Church with
the Rev. Dr. Harold Greene officiating. Burial with full
military honors will follow in the Secor Family Ceme-
tery, 2590 Old Manning Road, Sumter.

Visitation will be one hour prior to the service from 2
to 3 p.m. at Providence Baptist Church and other times
at the residence, 1031 Calico Avenue, Manning.

Memorials may be made to Providence Baptist
Church Cemetery Fund, 2445 Old Manning Road, Sum-
ter, SC 29150.

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church
Street, Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-
2179. www.stephensfuneralhome.org
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Valiane
Gail
GOODMAN

Valiane Gail Goodman, 69, died Saturday, February
15, 2025, at MUSC Health Florence Medical Center,
Florence, SC. She was born April 7, 1955, in Clarendon
County, SC. A daughter of the late Eva Mae Goodman.

The family is receiving friends at her residence, 1348
Horse Branch Rd. Turbeville, SC.

Lois
Caroline
Pace
SCHMIDT

Lois Caroline Pace “Charley” Schmidt, 72, entered the
Pearly Gates and was welcomed by friends, family and
Jesus on Thursday, February 13, 2025, at Lake Marion
Nursing Facility.

Born June 16, 1952, in Washington, DC, she was
the daughter of the late Willard Raye Pace and the late
Mildred Virginia Ingram Pace. She was a real estate agent
serving Clarendon and Sumter County with seventeen
years of service. She was a member of Summerton Bap-
tist Church.

She is survived by a son, Duane Brown (Lynn) of
Summerton; two grandchildren, Jackson Pace Brown of
Johnsonville and Steven Lavern Brown of Summerton; a
great grandson, Aslan Pace Brown; two brothers, Larry
Raye Pace (Rose) of Manning and Willard Bob Pace
(Karla) of Sumter; and several nieces and nephews.

A funeral service will be held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday,
February 25, 2025, in the chapel of Stephens Funeral
Home with the Rev. Don Witherspoon and the Rev.

Billy Carlisle officiating. Burial will follow at Evergreen
Memorial Park Cemetery in Sumter.

Pallbearers will be Troy Allan, Stan McLeod, Pace
Brown, Steven Brown, Josh Griffin and Vince Watkins .

Visitation will be one hour prior to the service from
10 to 11 a.m. at Stephens Funeral Home and other times
at the home of her son, 3962 Princess Pond Road, Sum-
merton.

The family would like to thank Lake Marion Nursing
Facility, Professional Care of Manning and Glenda Garris
for her love and care the past two years.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Sum-
merton Baptist Church, P.O. Box 100, Summerton, SC
29148.

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church
Street, Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-
2179. www.stephensfuneralhome.org

Pamela
HPam"

Denise

ROGERS

Pamela “Pam” Denise Rogers Brunson, 53, wife of
Henry Franklin “Lin” Brunson III, died Wednesday,
February 12, 2025.

Born August 14, 1971, in Manning, she was the
daughter of Oleta Welch Rogers and the late Carnell
Bobby Rogers. She was a member of Alcolu Church of
God of Prophecy.

She is survived by her husband of 27 years of Alcolu;
her mother of Alcolu; a brother, Chris Rogers (Dean) of
Lake View; mother-in-law, Marie T. Brunson of Alcolu;
two sisters-in-law, Kathy Cramer (Larry) of Alcolu and
Cheryl Blank (Bryan) of Manning; and several nieces
and nephews.

In addition to her father, she was preceded in death by
her father-in-law, Henry Franklin “Frankie” Brunson, Jr.

A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m. on Monday;,
February 17, 2025, at Pine Dale Pentecostal Holiness
Church Cemetery with the Rev. Chris Galloway and the
Rev. Elton “Pappy” Hilton officiating.

The family will receive friends immediately following
the graveside service and other times at the residence,
3160 Tearcoat Road, Alcolu, SC 29001.

Memorials may be made to Alcolu Church of God of
Prophecy, P.O. Box 1322, Alcolu, SC 29001.

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church
Street, Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-
2179. www.stephensfuneralhome.org

Jane
Laverne

DYMOND

Jane Laverne Dymond, 88, widow of Howard Lanning
Dymond, died Friday, February 14, 2025, at McLeod
Hospice House.

Born July 27, 1936, in Indiana, PA, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Arthur Clair Lentz and the late Florence B.
Doumont Lentz.

She is survived by a brother, Jack Lentz of Pennsylva-
nia; a sister, Joyce Rizzuto (Vito) of New Jersey; a daugh-
ter, Deborah “Debbie” Campbell (David) of Alcolu; a
son, Gary Dymond (Karen) of Alcolu; four grandchil-
dren, Christopher Dymond (Avril) of Manning, Danielle
Campbell (Jacob) of Columbia, Kayla Dymond Brooks
(Steven) of Manning and William Campbell (Melody) of
Columbia; seven great grandchildren; and several nieces
and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.

The family would like to thank McLeod Hospice
House for above and beyond care given to Mama Jane
and the family. A special thank you to Sheryl Miles and
Cindy Floyd for helping to care for mom at home.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to McLeod
Hospice House, 1203 E. Cheves Street, Florence, SC
29506.

Stephens Funeral Home & Crematory, 304 N. Church
Street, Manning, is in charge of arrangements, (803) 435-
2179. www.stephensfuneralhome.org

© LIVING ON PURPOSE

God always answers our prayers

God’s love and His provision of eternal
salvation is the greatest peace and security
we could ever hope for.
We heard His truth,
became convicted,
we saw our need for a
Savior, and by faith we
repented of our sin, and
cried out for Him to
save us. Second Corin-
thians assures us that
when we receive Jesus
as our Lord, our old
spirit becomes converted into a brand new
creation.

Within this process, we became a child
of God and our names were written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life. How do we know this?
Because the Bible teaches in many places
including John 3:16, that whoever places
their trust in God shall be saved. After we
repent and are baptized and filled with the
Holy Spirit, God’s plan is for us to grow
strong in our faith, and become spiritually
mature as the goal is to take on His nature
and character - to be like Him.

William
HOLLAND

If there comes a time when we inten-
tionally step off the narrow path, we can
become what is called lukewarm or back-
slidden. I sing an old song called, “Your
drifting too far from the shore” which is
saying the Lord is beckoning for you to
come back to Him. Yes, we all sin, but this
does not mean we are lost again. The Holy
Spirit will always convict God’s children
to repent and then lead them back into a
right relationship with Him. Remember
the passage in Matthew 18:12 where Jesus
leaves the ninety-nine to bring the one
wayward sheep back into the fold. He loves
His children and will never give up on us
when we stray.

Romans chapter 6 explains about the
transformed life and the dangers of sin
after we are born-again. We should be en-
couraged to know that we cannot be made
to disobey God as sin cannot overcome us
or hold us captive any longer. Verse 14 says,
“For sin shall not have dominion over you:
you are no longer under the law, but now
under His grace” Verse 16 makes it clear
that if we are drawn back into the darkness

of disobedience, it’s because we made the

decision to follow the enemy and turn
away from God. “Don’t you realize that you
choose your own master? You can embrace
sin and death or obedience to God. The
one to whom you offer yourself, they will
be your master, and you will be their slave.
Do you not comprehend that when you
yield yourselves to either God or the devil,
your behavior reveals the one you truly
love?”

The point is that when we sin, we do
not need to be saved and baptized again,
we simply need to to be sorrowful for our
rebellion and to repent for how we allowed
our carnality to control us and disappoint
Him. Sin should make the child of God
nauseated and if it does not convict us, that
individual has lost their reverential fear
of God’s holiness. He is faithful to forgive
and restore all those who are sincere. Grace
allows us to be reconciled, and rededicate
our promises to love and serve Him and be
restored in our personal relationship with
Him.

First John 1:6-10 reminds us of His
willingness to forgive and reconcile us back
to Him. Verse nine says, “If we confess our

. -

sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Psalm 51 is a beautiful collection of verses
for repentant prayer. Verses 10-12, “Create
in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a
right spirit within me. Cast me not away
from thy presence; and take not thy holy
spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy

of thy salvation; and sustain me by your
mercy.

Romans chapter 6 is such an amazing
explanation of how a Christian has died to
sin and is buried with Christ in His death.
Then we are resurrected into a new cre-
ation as Christ rose from the dead by the
glory of God the Father. Now when God
sees us, He sees the righteousness of Christ.
Romans 5:1-2 declares, that we have been
justified by faith, which gives us joy and
peace. May we wake up every morning and
ask for an awareness of God’s presence, that
we might be focused on Christ and be will-
ing to do His will. Yes, we will be tempted
to sin, but we are always given the freedom
to choose good or evil.
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UFO at
Virginia Beach

Dateline: Virginia Beach, Virginia, USA. ’'m
sitting at a table by a big window in a hotel restau-
B rant. There is an excellent view of
the beach and the Atlantic Ocean.
It is almost daybreak. The sun is
about to pop out of the ocean. The
first sliver of orange comes over
the horizon and the glory of the
sunrise begins. The sun quick-
ly emerges from the ocean and
shines brighter and it is hard to
look at the light. The sun wins the
staring contest and I look away.

It is a beautiful sight. The beach is pretty
with only a few birds flying and a lone human walk-
ing his dog. My mind shifts gears from watching the
beauty of the sunrise to a crazy thought of “What if
the earth is flat?”

The beach of Virginia Beach is very wide.
The ocean is not making many waves and it is a tran-
quil scene. The wide beach, flat ocean and the sun
makes me think that this looks like the world could
be flat looking this way.

A strange sight
quickly interrupts
my thoughts. The
sun is up higher now.
Looking through the
big window I see a
strange looking cloud.
The cloud has an
odd shape and some
strange coloring. It
looks gray with some
shadowy colors on the
bottom. It could be a
small lenticular cloud
but now it seems to
move. Well, a cloud
could move by the
wind or it could just

If this thing is
moving and
treallyisa
UFO, where

ISIEEOING? e e b

light causing auto kinesis. This cloud does look like it
is moving.

Now I know what it is. The cloud is actually
some type of UFO. It looks just like a flying saucer
that you would see at the beginning of the television
show called “The X-Files”. Now my mind really jumps
in a different direction.

If this thing is moving and it really is a UFO,
where is it going? Virginia Beach has all sorts of Navy
activity around and a lot of shipbuilding happens
near here. Heck, Washington, D.C. is close by also.
This could be the start of the invasion. I've gone from
the flat earth to an alien invasion and the waitress
hasn’t even taken my breakfast order.

Now what do I do? The cloud-UFO doesn’t
appear to be moving now. Certainly it must be a lone
cloud and my active imagination just running wild. It
sure does look like a UFO though.

The waitress comes by and gets my order
and when I look back the UFO has appeared to start
moving again. To make matters worse, now there are
five more UFOs to be seen looking through a differ-
ent window. This has to be it. The five UFOs have the
same cloud shape but the bottoms have a metallic
like ring around it. Is this the sun reflection or some
sort of lighting system? I look out another window
and don’t see anything. There is just the one UFO to
be seen through one window and five through the
next window. How many of these things are coming
to take over the Navy bases and maybe Washington,
D.C?

The sun is higher now and I look for more
of the saucer looking clouds and then realize that 'm
looking at the reflection of the built in lights in the
ceiling of the restaurant. I ask the waitress has she
ever seen the funny looking reflections in the win-
dow. She thinks they do look like flying saucers. She
said she used to be an X-Files fan too.

Breakfast came and I wrote some quick
notes before trying to get my brain off of the flat
earth and alien space ships. Some other people came
in and said the clouds looked like some sort of space
ship. I told them that it was the reflection of the
restaurant lights and I had thought they were space
ship too. Didn’t mention anything about the flat earth
thought I had first.

They were the ones that thought space ships
were coming. No need for them to think I'm some
kind of nut.

¢ OPINION

Letter from the editor

Hello, Clarendon County!

I'm feeling extra grateful today as

I reflect on all the
things I love about
our work, our
community, and,
most of all, the
wonderful people
who make it all

. worthwhile.
Melissa Just this week-
FOUST-MCCOY  end, our previous

editor, Jake, was
married, and as I danced with him
alongside our co-workers Leigh Ann
and Kat, [ was reminded of one of the
main reasons I love my job so much:
because I get to work with such an
amazing group of people. Don't get me
wrong, our office is a bit nuts. With
only five of us, we do it all. Lending
a hand even with tasks we weren't
specifically hired for, and always

with minimal complaining. Come by
around 5 on any random weekday and
youw'll hear our contagious laughter
and the cheerful echoes of “I love you!
Drive safe!” as we head home. We're
girl’s girls, and it is one of the pure joys
of my life to share this journey with
these incredible women.

I also want to share my love for be-
ing a member of the Manning Rotary
Club. It’s a fantastic group, and I feel
we've all been infused with a renewed
sense of energy lately. I often joke
about being an unserious person with a
very serious job, and in the beginning,
sitting with some of those old-school,
established businessmen and women
was a little intimidating. But I think
they’ve grown to love me as I pass out
Valentine’s candy and share the corn-
iest dad jokes I can find. That group
really has my heart!

And of course, I love you, Claren-

don County. Following county news,
politics, and crime can sometimes feel
divisive and disheartening. Reporting
on this county while living here is no
small feat, and I often wish I could just
write “good” news, days filled with love
and lollipops, but reality isn’t always
that sweet. Still, I do my best to keep
my head down, write the facts, and
keep moving forward. Just know that,
like you, my dear readers and neigh-
bors, I want nothing but the best for
this county.

Thank you for being part of this
vibrant community, for supporting
local journalism, and for inspiring me
everyday. Let’s keep celebrating the
love, the laughter, and all the wonder-
ful things that make Clarendon County
a truly special place.

Warm regards,

Melissa

© POLAND’S VIEW

The forgotten rain porch

A reader and friend, Zilphy DuRant
of Florence, South Carolina mailed
me a letter and
clipping from The
Post and Courier
about an archi-
tectural feature
I'd never heard of,
rain porches. In

Tom the clipping Seth
Taylor wrote about
POLAND the Pee Dee being

the “birthplace of a
porch unlike any other”

Driving back from Chapel Hill, I
saw a road worthy of my ramblings. In
one of those life coincidences I came
across what appears to be a house with
a rain porch on North Carolina High-
way 79, which runs through Gibson,
North Carolina. Zilphy, by the way,
hails from Gibson.

Just a few miles across the South
Carolina state line I spotted what
seemed a rain porch on an old house
missing its porch. Even so, it was
obvious that the columns went to the
ground and beyond where the porch
would be. As Taylor wrote, “The
columns aren’t attached to the floor;
they're freestanding” So were these.

Now I'll admit this so-called rain
porch may simply be supports for

ongoing restoration but its columns go
straight to the ground and the columns
themselves seem as old as the house.
This rain porch will do to another one
comes along, and it did. Near Cassatt,
South Carolina, on old US Highway 11
found a rain porch off the road a ways.
Problem was it looked too modern

all bricked up as it was. Cassatt does,
however, have a classic rain porch
house, the two-story, ca 1820 McCoy
house. I aim to find it next time 'm
driving old US 1 north of Camden.

Now this “rain porch” is known to
some as a “Carolina porch.” They came
to be in the early 1800s. and enjoyed
popularity in the 1800s when such
porches enjoyed a bit of fame and fash-
ion. Taylor wrote that they fell out of
favor almost as quickly as they caught
people’s fancy. It's a mysterious thing,
this rain porch and how it’s restricted
to the Pee Dee.

Speculation holds that the porches
provided a way to minimize rotting of
porch timbers. Perhaps the porch kept
gusts of rain from drenching porch
sitters when a summer storm blew
in. As I wrote several years back, its a
vanishing art, porch sitting. There was
a time when folks retired to the porch
just to pass the time, and passing the
time watching a storm roll in was and

is relaxing for many.

The South Carolina Encyclopedia
references rain porches. “A sheltered
exterior residential living area, the rain
porch consists of a roof structure with
freestanding supports, in an anterior
arrangement to a pier-supported, bal-
ustraded deck. This vernacular form
typically occurs on houses from ca.
1820 to ca. 1860 in the South Carolina
counties located north of the Santee
River and east of the Wateree and Ca-
tawba Rivers. Isolated examples have
also been identified in Berkeley, Ches-
ter, Fairfield, Lexington, Newberry,
and York Counties, as well as in central
and eastern North Carolina counties
along the South Carolina border”

Whether you've seen a rain porch
or not, my guess is you'll be looking for
one whenever you're in the aforemen-
tioned regions. When you spot one,
if you spot one, you'll be witness to a
small mystery. Exactly why were these
super-sized porches built?

Many thanks to Zilphy DuRant
and to The Post and Courier and Seth
Taylor. Because of them I will return to
Highway 79 and seek other rain porch-
es and more, for Highway 79 seems
to be one of those roads where Father
Time tarried a while and left stretches
untouched by modern ways.

Make it even more special with an announcement in

The HMaming Times!

e COMMUNITY CALENDAR
FEBRUARY 22

MAJOR LEAGUE FISHING BFL

REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WEIGH-IN

AT 3:00 PM

MARCH 1

FISHERS OF MEN, DISTRICT 3

WEIGH-IN AT 3:00 P.M.

FEBRUARY 25

WORLD SPAY DAY

MARCH 2

AMERICAN BASS ANGLERS

MARCH 3-8

NATIONAL PROFESSIONAL FISHING

LEAGUE
WEIGH-IN AT 3:00 PM

MARCH 15

MAR. 15 - CAROLINA BASS

CHALLENGE
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MCLEOD

FROM PAGE 1

supplied the crowd noise to his
big hits as well. ’'m not sure how
no bones got broken. Maybe there
were and we just weren't told””

McLeod’s friendships have
always been built on laughter,
shared memories, and unwavering
support, but his most cherished
relationship is with his wife, Mary.

“We actually went to church
together at Emmanuel Baptist as
children,” McLeod said. “In 2007,
we were set up by friends. We had
both been married and divorced,
and she had two children. It was in
God’s ultimate plan”

McLeod embraced his role as
a stepfather to Brooke and Buddy
and later became a grandfather to
Mailee Kate.

“Mary is the best thing I have
done in my life,” McLeod said.
“T've lived a life so many people
would have loved to have lived”

A diagnosis that changed
everything

In 2017, McLeod underwent
surgery after being diagnosed with
renal cell carcinoma.

“I was diagnosed [with] renal
cell carcinoma, kidney cancer. I
could go back further, but I really
don’t want to. The surgery in 2017
was simple,” McLeod said.

Mary interjected.

First Baptist ends
Laurence Manning’s
winning streak at 36

CHARLESTON Laurer
Manning's 36-game winning
Slreak was snappe T
when the Swampcat 52 4 it
First Baptist in Cha g/ =

““An unprepared team enter "
that gym Laurence Manr =)
coach Eddie Talley said. “We &
them threc last year
cluding the ampionsl
and they v
walting for

First Bap ped out t
20-11 first-q ad, but LM
came back ir ond quart [
to cut the lea it halftime »
In the third q gh, First 2
Baptist took control 4
the Swampcats 2 a 58-37
lead into the fourth

“We didn’t handle their press
very well," Talley They
used a man-fo-man whole
game and we just didr
the pressure

Andy McLeod

scored 24 points

handle aplist 69

“Well, he says that, but they
removed his entire right kidney.
Then the cancer returned in Au-
gust of 2023”7

In December 2024, McLeod
underwent surgery to remove
remaining cancerous growths
that immunotherapy had failed
to eliminate. A follow-up scan in
January 2025 revealed another
strain of cancer.

“They couldn’t seem to give me
an answer to what could cure this,
if anything,” McLeod said. “They
told me we could try chemother-
apy, but it would take the harshest
chemotherapy available. At first, I
was gung-ho. OK, let’s do this, ’'m
a fighter”

After weeks of research and re-
flection, McLeod made a decision.

“Tjust decided I don’t want to
live the rest of my life sick and
my family to see me sick,” he said.
“I want to live out whatever life I
have left in my way, in God’s way,
however He wants me to live it. I
don’t want to be sick, suffering and
my loved ones to see me suffering”

McLeod recalled witnessing his
father’s suffering with cancer.

“I was unfortunate enough to
see my father suffer through can-
cer at the end. He did not recog-
nize or know anybody the last few
days of his life, and I don’t want
that,” he said. “T don’t want my
family to go through that. I know
how hard it is on the family”

Still, McLeod refuses to let his
diagnosis define his final days.

and pulled d 18 rebounds to

“Life’s too short, and mine’s
getting shorter, to just feel sorry
for yourself,” McLeod said. “My
family, my friends, would be so
disappointed if that’s what I did.
They wouldn’t accept it. So, this
is how I'll live with whatever
time I have left. My oncologist is
a super good man, but we don’t
know. Only the Ultimate Physician
knows how much time I truly have
left”

McLeod is determined to con-
tinue living on his own terms.

“I'm not naive enough to think
[the doctors] are 100 percent. I
know they’re not wrong, I've got
less time than what I've had, but
I'm not going to give up and feel
sorry for myself,” he said. “I'm go-
ing to talk with people, visit with
people, laugh with people. When
Jimmy Valvano, head coach of
basketball at NC State, was dying,
he said, “Think every day, laugh
every day, cry every day, and if you
do that, you're living a good life’
That is what I am living by”

As he repeated Valvanos words,
McLeod’s eyes welled up with
tears. This was Coach Andy’s cry
for the day.

A lasting impact on youth
sports

Since 2017, McLeod has
worked as the athletic director and
sports coordinator for the City
of Laurens Parks and Recreation
Department.

“We were very fortunate that he

kind of fell into our lap,” Parks and
Recreation Director Jason Pridgen
said. “One of the things that was
really intriguing about Andy is,
and I knew from his experience,
that I could leave him in charge

of every event that I had. He was
wonderful at managing what he
had to do”

Despite his illness, the city has
continued to provide McLeod with
a salary.

“We trusted him for so long to
take care of our program,” Pridgen
said. “It’s the least we could do”

Even now, McLeod’s mind
remains on the program and the
young athletes he has dedicated
his life to mentoring.

“Yesterday, we talked like we
always do, and Andy wanted to
know how our Little League sign-
ups were going,” Pridgen said. “He
wanted to know if we had a good
turnout, who was coaching, and
how the kids were looking. Then,
of course, he asked about the [bas-
ketball] All-Stars. Who made the
team, who’s coaching, how they’re
doing. He's in the fight of his life
and he’s still thinking about those
kids. That tells you everything you
need to know about the kind of
man he is”

Pridgen recalled a meeting he
attended just that morning.

“When I went to our All-Stars
meeting and told them about An-
dy’s situation, they couldn’t believe
it he said. “He’s been going to
these meetings himself for the past

seven years, building relationships,
making sure our kids had every
opportunity to succeed. Nobody
even knew what he was going
through because he never made it
about himself”

Even as he faces his toughest
opponent yet, McLeod’s heart
remains with the game and the
players who have meant so much
to him.

A life without fear

Reflecting on his diagnosis,
McLeod remains at peace.

“Mary asked me if I was scared
after the diagnosis, and I said no,
absolutely not. ’'m not afraid to
die. I'm afraid of what I'm leaving
behind,” he said. “My family will
be fine, my friends are going to be
fine. This doesn’t mean I want to
leave them, but I'm not scared of
dying”

Mary smiled as she recalled a
moment that brought laughter into
their home.

“Andy has always done the
grocery shopping and the cooking.
I never had to worry about any
of that. When he couldn’t do it
anymore, I was trying to cook one
night, and the kitchen got smokey;’
she said. “T remember Andy
laughing and saying, “The Lord’s
not gonna let me die because you
will starve.”

With whatever time he has left,
McLeod remains grateful.

“It’s been just a wonderful life

anning, which fell
all and 41 in con
Matt Wilder added

11 points,

Ricky Smith and Robbie Walden
led First Baptist with 16 and 14

points, respectively. Chad Elsey
added 13 and Scotty Kampmeyer
10. $

LMA plays host to Orangeburg
Prep Friday.

Class A CDL: Unrestricted
Weekday training - 4 to 6 weeks
Weekend training - 8 to 12 weeks
You must be 18 years or older, have
a valid South Carolina driver’s
license, a DOT physical, and Class A

. = i

Welding

Weekday classes available - 9:00am to 4:30pm
NCCER, OSHA 10 & forklift included,
nationally certified
New students accepted every Monday
Training - 11 Weeks

Forklift Training

One-day class
OSHA-10 training: Two-day class
No GED or high school diploma
required!

Call 803-429-1309 for information

CDL permit to attend.

Call 803-429-1309 or email palmettotraining.sc@gmail.com for Information

CLARENDODRGFOUNTY

Economic

Clarendon County Economic Development encourages potential students to take
advantage of this workforce development opportunity being offered locally
through Palmetto Training, Inc.
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BLACK HISTORY. Kevin Johnson spending time with his family and representing his
community. (Photos C/0 Kevin Johnson)

HOPEHEALTH
PHARMACY

HopeHealth now has three pharmacy locations
to serve Clarendon & Williamsburg Counties!

With features like the Rx Local App “Rx Ready” text

messaging, mobile refill requests, medication listing,
medication assistance for qualifying patients, and
more, HopeHealth Pharmacy is here to serve you!

HopeHealth Pharmacy Manning
Monday - Friday, 8am - 6pm

12 W. South Street, Manning, SC

(803) 825-4113

Williamsburg Pharmacy

Monday - Friday, 9am - 6pm | Saturdays, 9am - 1pm
411 Thurgood Marshall Hwy., Kingstree, SC

(843) 355-3300

HopeHealth Pharmacy Greeleyville

Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm | Saturdays, 9am - 12pm
215 Varner Avenue, Greeleyville, SC

(843) 426-2170

Kimberly,
Kenneth, and
Kyndra, all
Manning High

JOHNSON

FROM PAGE 1

on to earn
master’s degrees and serve their community
in different capacities. Kimberly and Ken-
neth, both U.S. Army veterans, could have
pursued careers in larger cities but chose
instead to give back to the community that
shaped them.

“I am happy that they chose serving our
community over the big cities and the larger
salaries,” Johnson said with pride.

His devotion to family extends beyond
the home. Even in the height of his political
career, faith and family remained his top pri-
orities. “Although I took my role as a public
servant very seriously, my priority has always
been faith and family first,” he emphasized.

A journey through public office

Johnson’s entry into public service was
not born out of personal ambition but from
the encouragement of others who saw his
potential to lead.

After serving on the Manning City Coun-
cil, he was elected Mayor of Manning in
2000, a position he held for 11 years before
stepping onto the state stage. His decision to
run for the South Carolina House of Repre-
sentatives in 2012 was heavily influenced by
his supporters, who saw his ability to bring
positive change.

“When my predecessor passed away,
my [supporters] would not take no for an
answet, so I ran and was successful in the
election,” he explained.

His rise continued in 2013, when he won
a seat in the South Carolina Senate, succeed-
ing the legendary Senator John Land, who
had served for over 30 years.

“Senator Land was very well admired
and respected. I knew there would be some
mighty big shoes to fill,” Johnson said. Yet,
with years of experience in local government
and a deep understanding of his commu-
nity’s needs, he stepped into the role with
confidence.

Throughout his tenure in both the House
and Senate, Johnson became known for his
advocacy in education, economic develop-
ment, and access to quality healthcare. Issues
that remain critical for the people of Claren-
don County and beyond.

Faith as a guiding force

A lifelong believer in servant leadership,
Johnson attributes much of his success to
his faith and his commitment to community
service.

“I learned long ago that the most im-
portant quality of a leader is to first of all be
a servant,” he said. “Understanding that is
what allowed me to be successful as a leader
throughout our region, state, and country”

As a member of Ebenezer Missionary
Baptist Church since 1987, Johnson has
leaned on his faith during the most difficult
moments in his career. One such moment
came on June 17, 2015, when a white su-
premacist entered Mother Emanuel AME

F

o]0
H hope-health.orglpharmacy

HOPEHEALTH

Church in Charleston and killed nine Black
parishioners, including Johnson’s friend and
Senate colleague Rev. Clementa Pinckney.

“It was a tragic situation. It’s during times
like that when you really must have a strong
faith to rely on,” he said.

The future of Black leadership

Johnson has always viewed leadership as
a responsibility, not a privilege. As a former
board member of the National Conference of
Black Mayors and longtime President of the
South Carolina Conference of Black Mayors,
he worked closely with leaders across the
country to bring resources to smaller com-
munities like Manning.

He believes the next generation of Black
leaders must focus on solutions, not division.
“We don’t need leaders who have come here
with the intent of trying to destroy what oth-
ers have worked hard to build over the years,”
he said. “We need leaders who spend more
time advocating and less time criticizing”

A legacy of education and opportunity

If Johnson had to choose one area where
he believes he made the biggest impact, it
would be education.

“As a school board member for 12 years,
a longtime member of the South Carolina
Education Oversight Committee, and a
member of the Senate Education Committee,
I have always believed that education is the
key to success,” he said.

His efforts to strengthen public schools,
advocate for equitable funding, and create
opportunities for young people stand as a
testament to his commitment to progress.

“Everything that we desire to do in life
is contingent on getting a good education,”
Johnson stated. “With a good education, the
sky’s the limit”

A life beyond politics

Despite losing his Senate seat in the 2024
election, Johnson remains committed to
public service.

“Although I lost the election, nothing has
changed,” he said. “I still intend to serve in
whatever capacity I can to help improve the
quality of life for others. Unlike others, I
have always said that you don’t have to have a
position or hold an office to serve”

With new opportunities on the horizon,
he remains determined to uplift his commu-
nity in any way he can.

“As a matter of fact, losing that election
has given me a golden opportunity to do
some things that I always wanted to do,” he
said. “I have the time now, and I am working
on some things, so stay tuned””

A lasting impact

From City Hall to the State Senate, Kevin
Johnson’s legacy is one of hard work, faith,
and an unyielding commitment to serving
others.

As Black History Month reminds us of the
sacrifices and triumphs of African Ameri-
can leaders, Johnson’s story is one that not
only celebrates the past but also inspires the
future. His dedication to community, his love
for his family, and his lifelong belief in the
power of service make him a true leader as
well as a lasting symbol of what is possible
when one chooses to serve.

-«
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7 ANIMAL SHELTER
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EEYORE Hello, 'm “Endearing” Eeyore, your future best friend! I'm a sweet 6-year-old
Carolina Dog mix who's heartworm positive, neutered and current on vaccinations. Now that
we got the details out of the way, I love to romp around the pen and go for walks (to show off
my leash skills) but there are times that 'm just chill. Also, every now and then I tend to defy
gravity, so a home with a secure yard and a high fence is a must for me. I seem to get along
with most dogs too. I've got a lot of love to give. 'm just waiting patiently for that right person

to share it with.

PENELOPE wi there, ’'m “Purrfect” Penelope, a 10-month-old domestic shorthair fuzz-
ball who's a bundle of fun. 'm known for my congenial and sweet nature. I adore spending
time with my feline friends here in the shelter. I have a playful spirit that brings joy to every-
one around me. I'm a social butterfly, always ready to make new friends. My dream is to find
a forever home where I can share my love and happiness. I promise to fill your home with
endless cuddles and playful moments. I am spayed, tested negative for Feline Leukemia and

Aids and current on age-appropriate vaccinations.
If you are interested in adopting either Eeyore or Penelope, or any of the other wonder-
ful pets at the shelter, you can get pre-approved by completing our online application at
www.ASecondChanceAnimalShelter.com. Adoption fees: Dogs: $125 Cats: $100

ARBRTR DD
o®e Can’t Adopt But Want to Help? 4o,
" The shelter is always accepting "
donations of puppy, dog, kitten, and
cat food as well as cat litter, beds,

o.; blankets, sheets, and towels. *2%

[ J

X RE P
(803) 473-7075

5079 Alex Harvin Hwy. Manning, SC

®
—~FTC
z—~ZF
Internet
ftcinet.com | 888.218.5050

From streaming
new recipes to
downloading dinner
party playlists,

FTC Internet helps
you seamlessly
serve up your next
delicious creation.

Because
we are you

For a faster internet
connection that helps you
perfect every recipe, sign up
for FTC Internet today.

MEN'’S

AVAILABLE IN SIZES 7-17,
NARROW-XX WIDE

Coverage is for anyone with Medicare Part B (or other qualified insurance) 115 Main St, Summerton

WOMEN'’S

AVAILABLE IN SIZES 7-13m,
NARROW-XX WIDE

who has diabetes, appropriate documentation from a qualified physician, and:

Previous amputation of the foot, or part of either foot, or History of ulcers, or History of pre-ulcerative calluses,
or Diabetic Neuropathy with evidence of Callus formation, or Foot deformity, or Poor blood circulation

Dozens of
styles avalil

[
[

PH: 803.485.2230
FAX: 803.485.4306
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2 weeks - $20 » 3 weeks - $30 4 weeks - $40 » Web - $10 extra

NEW

[ BUY OLD CONCERT
POSTERS, MOVIE POSTERS,
LOBBY CARDS, PRE-1970
COMIC BOOKS, 1930'S
BLUES 78'S, (213) 944-9601
OR STREETSOF2024@
GMAIL.COM

REPEAT
DONATE YOUR CAR TO
KIDS. YOUR DONATION
HELPS FUND THE SEARCH
FOR MISSING CHILDREN.
ACCEPTING TRUCKS,
MOTORCYCLES &RV'S
TOO! FAST FREE PICKUP

— RUNNING OR NOT - 24
HOUR RESPONSE -
MAXIMUM TAX DONATION
— CALL (888) 515-3810

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
WITH THE BEST LOOKING
AND LONGEST LASTING
MATERIAL - STEEL FROM
ERIE METAL ROOFS! THREE
STYLES AND MULTIPLE
COLORS AVAILABLE.
GUARANTEED TO LAST
ALIFETIME! LIMITED

TIME OFFER UP TO 50%
OFF INSTALLATION +
ADDITIONAL 10% OFF
INSTALL (FOR MILITARY,
HEALTH WORKERS & 1ST
RESPONDERS.) CALL ERIE
METAL ROOFS: 1-855-900-
1261

PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATOR MAY BE
COVERED BY MEDICARE!
RECLAIM INDEPENDENCE
AND MOBILITY WITH THE
COMPACT DESIGN AND
LONG-LASTING BATTERY
OF INOGEN ONE. FREE
INFORMATION KIT! CALL
833-230-8692

WE BUY HOUSES FOR
CASH AS IS! NO REPAIRS.
NO FUSS. ANY CONDITION.
EASY THREE STEP
PROCESS: CALL, GET CASH
OFFER AND GET PAID. GET
YOUR FAIR CASH OFFER
TODAY BY CALLING LIZ
BUYS HOUSES: 1-855-704-
3381

DENTAL INSURANCE FROM
PHYSICIANS MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY.
COVERAGE FOR 400

PLUS PROCEDURES. REAL
DENTAL INSURANCE - NOT
JUST ADISCOUNT PLAN.
DO NOT WAIT! CALL NOW!
GETYOUR FREE DENTAL
INFORMATION KIT WITH ALL

THE DETAILS! 1-855-397-
7030 WWW.DENTAL50PLUS.
COM/60 #6258

SAFE STEP.NORTH
AMERICA'S #1 WALK-IN TUB.
COMPREHENSIVE LIFETIME
WARRANTY. TOP-OF-THE-
LINE INSTALLATION AND
SERVICE. NOW FEATURING
OUR FREE SHOWER
PACKAGE AND $1600

OFF FOR A LIMITED TIME!
CALLTODAY! FINANCING
AVAILABLE. CALL SAFE STEP
1-877-852-0368

AUCTIONS NEW
LOWCOUNTRY &
MIDLANDS ONLY

HUGE PUBLIC AUCTION.
SAT., FEB. 8 AT 9:30AM.
138 LITTLE TOOT LANE,
DORCHESTER, SC. SELLING
FOR MR.AND MRS. TERRY
CARROLL. AT PRESS TIME
WE ARE STILL TAGGING
ITEMS. WILL BE AN ALL
DAY AUCTION INCLUDING
BUTNOTLIMITEDTO
CARS, VANS, BOXTRUCK,
SHOP EQUIP., TONS OF
TOOLS, SEVERAL UTILITY
TRAILERS, FURNITURE,
NEON SIGNS, GLASSWARE,
ADVERTISING ITEMS,
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES
OF ALL KINDS, AND SO
MUCH MORE! PREVIEW FRI.,
FEB.7 FROM 10AM-6PM.
BROWSE WEBSITE: WWW.
COGBURNAUCTION.COM.
803-860-0712

REPEAT

ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION
IN-80 S.C. NEWSPAPERS
FOR ONLY $375.YOUR
25-WORD CLASSIFIEDAD
WILL REACH MORE THAN 1.5
MILLION READERS. CALL
RANDALL SAVELY AT THE
S.C. NEWSPAPER NETWORK,
803-750-9561.

HELP WANTED - DRIVERS
ADVERTISE YOUR

DRIVER JOBSIN 80 S.C.
NEWSPAPERS FOR ONLY
$375. YOUR 25-WORD
CLASSIFIED AD WILL
REACH MORE THAN 1.5
MILLION READERS. CALL
RANDALL SAVELY AT THE
S.C. NEWSPAPER NETWORK,
803-750-9561.

CAMP BOB COOPER
(CLEMSON UNIVERSITY
YOUTH LEARNING
INSTITUTE) SUMMERTON,
SC IS NOW HIRING FOR
PART-TIME FOOD SERVICE
WORKERS, UP TO 28
HOURS PER WEEK $10.00
PER HOUR, SHIFTS VARY,
SOME WEEKENDS. MUST
HAVE AVALID ID, RELIABLE
TRANSPORTATION,

AND BE ABLETO PASS A
BACKGROUND CHECK.
PLEASE CALL 803-478-2105.
CLEMSON UNIVERSITY IS
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

MISCELLANEOUS FOR
SALE

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES WITH

BRIGGS & STRATTON
POWERPROTECT(TM)
STANDBY GENERATORS

- THE MOST POWERFUL
HOME STANDBY
GENERATORS AVAILABLE.
INDUSTRY-LEADING
COMPREHENSIVE
WARRANTY OF 7 YEARS
($849 VALUE.) PROUDLY
MADE IN THE U.S.A. CALL
BRIGGS & STRATTON 1-855-
212-328L.

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY WITH A
GENERAC HOME STANDBY
GENERATOR. ACT NOW

TO RECEIVE AFREE
5-YEAR WARRANTY WITH
QUALIFYING PURCHASE.
CALL 1-844-775-0366 TODAY
TO SCHEDULE A FREE
QUOTE.IT'SNOT JUST A
GENERATOR.IT'S APOWER
MOVE.

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LEAFFILTER, THE MOST
ADVANCED DEBRIS-
BLOCKING GUTTER
PROTECTION. SCHEDULE
AFREE LEAFFILTER
ESTIMATE TODAY. 20% OFF
ENTIRE PURCHASE. PLUS
10% SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS. CALL 1-855-
875-2449.

TELEVISION & INTERNET
SERVICES

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
- GETYOUR FAVORITE LIVE
TV, SPORTS AND LOCAL
CHANNELS. 99% SIGNAL
RELIABILITY! CHOICE
PACKAGE, $84.99/MO FOR

12 MONTHS. HBO MAX
AND PREMIUM CHANNELS
INCLUDED FOR 3 MOS
(W/CHOICE PACKAGE OR
HIGHER.) NO ANNUAL
CONTRACT,NO HIDDEN
FEES! SOME RESTRICTIONS
APPLY. CALL IVS 1-855-237-
9741

DIRECTV-ALLYOUR
ENTERTAINMENT.
NOTHING ON YOUR

ROOF! SIGN UP FOR
DIRECTV AND GET YOUR
FIRST THREE MONTHS

OF MAX, PARAMOUNT +,
SHOWTIME, STARZ, MGM+
AND CINEMAX INCLUDED.
CHOICE PACKAGE $84.99/
MO. SOME RESTRICTIONS

APPLY. CALL DIRECTV 1-844-

624-1107

GETDISH SATELLITETV +
INTERNET! FREE INSTALL,
FREE HD-DVR UPGRADE,
80,000 ON-DEMAND

MOVIES, PLUS LIMITED TIME

UPTO $600 IN GIFT CARDS.
CALL TODAY! 1-877-542-
0759

VACATION RENTALS
ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR
SALE TO MORE THAN 1.5
MILLION S.C. NEWSPAPER
READERS. YOUR 25-
WORD CLASSIFIED AD
WILLAPPEARIN 80 S.C.
NEWSPAPERS FOR ONLY
$375. CALL RANDALL
SAVELY AT THE SOUTH
CAROLINA NEWSPAPER
NETWORK, 803-750-9561.

FOR SALE

RHYTHM PORTABLE
OXYGEN KIT EXT BATTERY
,HOUSE CHARGER, AUTO
CHARGER

NEBULIZER KIT $75.00
WALKER $25.00

OLDER WHEELCHAIR
$50.00

RE SOUND HEARING AIDS
$2000.00

CALL PHIL 443-857-1352

14’ ALUMINUM BOAT WITH
TRAILER TWO MOTORS
ONE GAS/ ONE ELECTRIC
$2500.00

8'ALUMINUM BRAKE- GOOD

SHAPE $575.00
CALL PHIL 443-857-1352
(02/06)
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF ESTATES

ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS AGAINST
THE FOLLOWING ESTATES MUST FILE

THEIR CLAIMS ON FORM #371ES WITH THE
PROBATE COURT OF CLARENDON COUNTY,
THE ADDRESS OF WHICH IS 411 SUNSET

DR. MANNING SC 29102 WITHIN EIGHT (8)
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ORWITHIN ONE (1) YEAR FROM DATE OF
DEATH, WHICHEVER IS EARLIER (SCPC 62-3-
801, ET SEQ.) OR SUCH PERSONS SHALL BE

FOREVER BARRED AS TO THEIR CLAIMS. ALL
CLAIMS ARE REQUIRED TO BE PRESENTED IN
WRITTEN STATEMENTS ON THE PRESCRIBED
FROM (FORM #371 ES) INDICATING THE NAME
AND ADDRESS OF THE CLAIMANT, THE BASS
OF THE CLAIM, THE AMOUNT CLAIMED, THE
DATE WHEN THE CLAIM WILL BECOME DUE,
THE NATURE OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE
CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION OF ANY SECURITY
AS TO THE CLAIM WILL BECOME DUE, THE
NATURE OF ANY UNCERTAINTY AS TO THE
CLAIM, AND A DESCRIPTION OF ANY SECURITY

ASTO THE CLAIM.

ESTATE: Debra Lucinda Welch

Case No: 2025ES1400031

Personal Representative: Janalyn M Miles
Address: 1034 Miles RD, Scranton, SC 29591
Attorney: Elbert K. Turbeville

Address: PO Box 699, Lake City, SC 29560
(2/20-3/6)

NOTICE OF APPLICATION
Notice is hereby given that Georgio’s Restau-
rant . intends to apply to the South Carolina

Department of Revenue for a license and/or

permit that will allow the sale and On-Premises

consumption of Beer and Wine at 5978 Alex
Harvin HWY, Manning, SC 29102. To object

to the issuance of this license and/or permit,
you must submit form ABL-20, postmarked no
later 3/7//25

Mail protests to SCDOR, ABL Section, PO Box
125, Columbia, SC

29214-0907 or email to

ABL@dor.sc.gov.

(02/20/25)

© WELLNESS

Flu cases decline, hospitalizations
and deaths remain high

BY MELISSA FOUST McCcCoY

mtscreporter@gmail.com

Flu activity in South Carolina
remains at high levels despite a
decrease in reported cases, according
to the latest Flu Watch report from
the South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental Control
(DHEC). Hospitalizations and deaths
from influenza continue to rise, un-
derscoring the severity of the season.

For the week of February 2-8,
2025, DHEC reported 8,232 lab-con-
firmed cases of influenza, bringing
the season total to 48,590. While this
marks a decrease from the previous
week, flu remains widespread across
the state, with reports coming in

from 22 counties.

The percentage of patient visits
for influenza-like illness (ILI)
dropped slightly to 12.6%, though it
remains significantly above the state
baseline of 3.2%. The decrease in flu
cases does not indicate an end to the

older.

season, as hospitalizations and severe
outcomes continue to rise.

Hospitalizations remained high,
with 1,230 new influenza-associated
hospitalizations reported during the
week. The total number of hospital-
izations for the season has climbed
to 5,488, with a cumulative hospi-
talization rate of 108.1 per 100,000
residents. Adults aged 65 and older
remain the most affected group, ac-
counting for 679 of the new hospital-
izations this week.

Flu-related deaths saw anoth-
er significant jump, with 37 new
fatalities reported, including 10 from
previous weeks. This brings the total
number of flu-related deaths for the
2024-25 season to 104. The majority
of deaths continue to be among older
adults, with 80 of the 104 fatalities
occurring in individuals aged 65 and

DHEC continues to urge South
Carolinians to take preventive
measures against the flu, including

clinics.

getting vaccinated, washing hands
frequently, covering coughs and
sneezes, and staying home when
experiencing flu symptoms. The flu
vaccine remains widely available

at pharmacies, healthcare provid-
ers, and DHEC health department

Health officials also remind resi-
dents that antiviral medications can
help reduce the severity and duration
of flu symptoms when taken early.

Those at high risk for complications,

including seniors, young children,
pregnant individuals, and those with
underlying health conditions, are es-
pecially encouraged to seek medical
care if they develop flu symptoms.
South Carolinians can schedule
flu vaccinations at DHEC health
clinics by calling 1-855-472-3432 or
by visiting DHEC’s Flu Page. Weekly

updates on flu activity and other

respiratory illnesses are available
through DHEC’s Flu Watch and Re-
spiratory Disease Watch reports.

M(y Auto-Ownerrd
with a tocal

Call or visit us today for all your
insurance needs.

Bruce McNair, Agent
803-460-2167 mobile

John Mathis, Broker/Agent
803-473-6205 mobile

Brittany Poston
803-433-0060

Alfreda Pearson, Agent
803-374-9655 mobile

Brian Joyner, Agent
803-460-4176

Jeffords Insurance Agency

40 N. Mill St., Manning
803-433-0060

KELLEY CONSTRU

ROOFING | | REPLACEMENT REPAIR
SEAMLESS GUTTERS

803-494-4200

Jumifee Stngleton
Owrmer

TION

*Free Estimates* 803-847-8014

insurance the
right way.
the human way.

CQH . JI%EY -‘WATASONT
\ L\ VY

I NS UR ANUCE

803-775-1168
crwins.com

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

@

LIVE
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1. Racquet sport group 24. Gymnast Raisman 1. Type of bomb 19. Empowering

67

WL R SAR, ML
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Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to heart health.

E

(abbr.) 25.Baby’s dining 2.Polynesianisland  20. Space station

4. Norse god of accessory country 23, Disorder A Q P E U L
thunder

26. Canadian beer 3. Heavenly body 24. State of fuss

8.Russianindustrial . .
| distributor 4. Hard workers 25 Footwear for babies
city 27.Iconic American 5.Covered
10, What's zo0d { 26. Nuclear reactor
-Hinats goodtor tourist destination 6. Johns Hopkins Hospi-
the (abbr.)
B 34. More expansive tal founder
11. Round-ish shape 21.Droves
35. Alert 7.Plant of the grass o
12. Baltimore MLBer 28. Affirmative
36. Popular boots Doc ~ family
13. French modernist 29. Male parent
] _ 9.Island person of the
painter 47 Show Berie S 30. Utter obscenities
15. Burned with water owings ering e 31 Tyne of verse
38. Conclusion 10. Storehouse WP

16. Intestinal issue

17 Take the lead 39 Shareacommon 12, Scarlet-flowered o2 UnPleasant person F C T
18. Prove oneself boundary desert shrub 33. One who settles “

worthy 40. Shooting sport 14. A pituitary hormone d0Wn

21.None 41.Popular side dish ~ 15. Female sibling 34. Founder of source-

22.Tax collector 42.Global energy firm 17 Monetary unit of ~ based history
23. Swiss river 43. Chronicles (abbr.)  Afghanistan 36.Away to snarl

I T 3 S Ty

GUESS WHO

| am a singer born in Canada on February 16, 1990. |
began to gain a following after anonymously uploading
my songs to YouTube. | went on to release a mixtape,
which was met with acclaim. | have since won multiple
Grammy awards.
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e CRIME

BY KATHERINE HUTCHINSON
mtscreporter@gmail.com

PROPERTY DAMAGE

On Jan. 20, 2025, an officer from the
Manning Police Department was dispatched to
the Manning Motel, located within the city limits
of Manning. Dispatch informed the officer that
the caller reported a subject on the scene who
had broken a window in one of the rooms. Upon
arrival, the officer made contact with the motel
manager. The motel manager explained that a
guest had approached the office complaining
about an unpleasant smell in his room and indi-
cated he would be leaving. The motel manager
then went to the room and discovered that the
window was broken. When the motel manager
asked the guest, last name Simon, what had hap-
pened, Simon claimed that he accidentally broke
the window while trying to identify the source of
the smell. Simon stated he lifted the box spring
off the bed to look under it. Simon stated he
would pay for the damages to the window, which
was valued at $300. The motel manager decided
to issue Simon a trespassing notice, and Simon
then left the property.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
On Jan. 26, 2025 the officer was dis-

patched to a residence within the city limits
of Manning in reference to a disturbance. The
officer arrived on scene and spoke to the com-
plainant. The complainant stated that he wanted
a subject gone from his property. He stated that
she did not live there and that she was causing a
disturbance in the residence. The officer spoke
to the subject, later identified by her SCID as
Davella Tindal. She stated that she did not live
at the residence. The officer informed her that
she needed to leave the property. After some
time, Tindal finally left the property and sat on
the sidewalk across the street. She then began to
scream and yell profanities. After being warned
multiple times to stop and refusing to do so, the
officer placed Tindal under arrest for disorderly
conduct. Tindal was transported to the Claren-
don County Detention Center. Tindal resisted
arrest throughout the process.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT
On Jan. 29, 2025, an officer was dis-

patched to a residential area in Manning in
reference to a suspicious person knocking on
doors. The officer approached and identified the
subject as Allen Driggers. Driggers had difficulty
standing without assistance and smelled heavily
of alcohol. Driggers stated that he was previously
arrested and was released from jail. He stated that
he needed to get home in Lake City so he was
knocking on doors trying to get someone to take

/O NOT CROSS POLICE LINE DO NOTT CROSS POLICE LINE DO NOT CROSS POLICE LINE DO NOT

4> Southern
SENIOR LIVING

Short-Term Rehab and Long-Term Care

Pocotaligo River ~ Lake Moultrie Lake Marion
Health and Rehab Health and Rehab Health and Rehab
3147 Sumter Hwy 1038 McGill Lane 1527 Urbana Road

Manning, SC St. Stephen, SC ~ Summerton, SC
803-478-2323 843-567-2307 803-435-2317

info@southernseniorliving.com

Palmetto Sales

& Equipment, Inc.
‘The Agri-Equipment Specialists”

Steve Bariton
3536 Alex Harvin'Hwy.
Manning, SC 29102

7N

Office: (608) /4733110
Mobile: (803) 460-7195
Fax: (803) 473-3109

wwwIhrownsofsumtercom

<

Furniture & Bedding

31 W. WESMARK BLVD. « SUMTER, SC - 803-774-2100
It’s worth the drive for the savings!

Windows, Siding, Porch Enclosures

M’wa

4655-A Hwy.17 By-Pass South, Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29577
www.windowworldofmyrtlebeach.com

CLARENDON CRIME BLOTTER

him. The officer informedDriggers that he could
not take him home. Driggers continued to ask.
The officer asked Driggers if he had any alcohol
since he was released. He stated that he bought a
40 ounce bottle of beer and drank it. The officer
arrested Driggers for disorderly conduct and
transported him to Clarendon County Detention
Center without further incident.

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE
On Feb. 2, 2025, an officer with the

Manning Police Department was dispatched
to an area within the city limits of Manning in
response to a vehicle collision. The caller reported
that a white van had flipped over. Upon arrival,
the officer saw that the driver was still inside
the vehicle, attempting to leave the area but was
unable to do so due to the damage. The officer
made contact with her, later identified as Selena
McFadden, who was trying to exit the vehicle.
The officer instructed her to stay inside until EMS
arrived to evaluate her condition. As the driver
later exited the vehicle at the request of MAnning
Fire Department first responders, the officer
detected an odor of alcoholic beverages and
noted that she stumbled as she exited. The officer
subsequently read McFadden her Miranda Rights
and inquired about how much she had to drink
that evening. McFadden claimed that she had not
consumed any alcoholic beverages. The officer
informed her that a field sobriety test would be
performed to determine whether she was im-
paired during the time of the collision. The first
test administered was the horizontal gaze nystag-
mus. The officer explained that he would ob-
serve the smoothness of her movements as they
followed a stimulus. During the instruction stage,
he asked McFadden to keep her eyes focused on
the stimulus and follow it with her eyes alone. As
the test commenced, McFadden demonstrated
a lack of smooth pursuit, struggling to keep her
eyes on the stimulus. Both of her eyes jerked at
distinct nystagmus and maximum deviation and
exhibited onset nystagmus prior to 45 degrees.
The next test was the one leg stand, during which
McFadden lost her balance and put her second
foot down more than once. The last test was the
walk and turn test. McFadden began this test be-
fore instructed, failed to walk heel-to-toe, stepped
off the line, took the wrong number of steps, and
performed an improper turn. After completing
the tests, McFadden was evaluated by EMS but
refused transport to the hospital and was taken
to the Clarendon County Detention Center to
perform a breath alcohol test. McFadden was
informed of her rights and observed for 20 min-
utes before being given the test, which indicated
a blood alcohol level of 0.11, which exceeded the
legal limit. Consequently, McFadden was booked
for driving under the influence.
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America’s
Drive-In.

1948 Paxville Hwy * Manning, SC 29102

~alli 803-435-4117

JAMES SEPTIC TANKS, LLC.

Sales* Installations* Repairs
Infiltrator* E-Z Flow* Recycled Tires

Jordan Crossroads
Office (803) 478-3914
Cell

7345 Hwy 260
P.0.Box 86
Manning, SC 29102

809 m\wm[ﬁm@@)) S%@
843-382-2753

Auto » Home @ Life » Retirement

Call me today to discussyour options.
¥ y ~~ Some people think A listate o nly protects your
303! 778-6579 @‘ car. Truth is, Allstate can also protect your home
umter or apartment, your boat, motorcycle - even your
bbeatsonaallstate.com /|| State retirement andy our life. And the more o f your
You're i

““ world you put in Good Hands®, the more you can save.

Bobby Beatson Agency, Inc.

843-445-9921 » 800-NEXT-WINDOW

and avmlnb:hty Allstate Propenyand Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate
Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co., Allstate Ve 0. Life i

and annuities issuedby Lincoln Benefll Life Company, Lincoln, NE, Allstate Life lnslmlnu Company, Northbrook,
IL. In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of NewYork, Hauppauge, NY.Northbrook, IL.© 2010 Allstate
168873

Insurance Co.

-
REAETY

THUMBS UP BEST SERVICE
803-854-3000

Visit our website: www.santeeassociates.com or stop by our office @ 9355 SC-6 across from Tri-County Electric
Meet our friendly staff: AGENTS: Karen Hardman, Catherine Shuler, Donna 0’Neill, Maggie Griffin, Cindy Ott

Buck Travis (Owner), Scott Clark (BIC), Eletha Travis (Office Coordinator)

Valspar Paints « Purdy Paint Brushes

Wheel Barrels - Faucets - Wrenches

Screw Drivers « Shovels « Hammers
Saws ¢ Door Knobs + & MORE

MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-6PM

SATURDAY 8AM-5PM + SUNDAY 1PM-5PM
WWW.SANTEEHARDWARE.COM

800 Bass Drive * Santee, SC 29142
HARDWARE Phone: (803) 854-2223

PROVIDING INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

o StateFarm

Johnson James | Agent

803-435-4325
johnsonjamesinsurance.com

803-433-FLAG (3524)
543 Mill Street « Manning, SC 29102

HANDS o GRACE

HEALT HCARE; LLIE

Office: 803.433.0400 Fax: 803.433.7787

11 West Boyce Street | Manning, SC

Henry P.”Bo” Bozard, Jr.

bo@clarendoninsurance.com

The
Clarendon Insurance
Agency, Inc

12 South Brooks Street
Manning, SC 29102

Office: 803-435-8891
Cell: 803-473-6604

K. Ross & Associates, LLC

Timberland, Agricultural, and Recreational Land
William Kevin Ross - BIC

803 473 318/ ¢ KROSS@FTC | NET

WORLDNET.
AUCTIONS

VOTED #1 IN CUSTOMER SERVICE 2 YEARS IN A ROW!

Address: 1533 McMillan Phone: 843-426-4255
Road Auction Number: SCAL
Greeleyville, SC 29056 #3965F

NS

-~ =

PALMETTQO
YACHT

MANAGEMENT

MANNING, SC

843-687-0143
PALMETTOYACHTM ANAGEMENT.COM

PLACEYOURAD IN MORE THAN

80 SC NEWSPAPERS

Reach up to 1.5 million readers
using our small space ad network!

NN Contact Randall Savely
RO SATQHNA 803.750.9561 | scnnonline.com

Statewide and regional options available

Santee Automotive
U <y ——

2601 Paxville Hwy. Manning - 803.433.5400 - www.santeeautomotive.com
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

Alcolu Church of God of Prophecy - Alderman Camp Rd.

Manning United Methodist Church - 17 E. Rigby Street.

Andrews Chapel United Methodist Church - Panola.

Maranatha Pentecostal Holiness Church - Horse Branch Road, Turbeville.

Antioch Baptist Church - Jordan.

Maranatha Seventh Day Adventist Church - 314 W. Huggins St., Manning.

Antioch RMUE Church - Pinewood.

The Master’s Place - 7 S. Church Street, Manning.

Apostolic Revival Center - Manning.

McKenzie Tabernacle Church - New Zion.

Bethlehem Methodist Church - Davis Station.

Melina Presbyterian Church - Sardinia.

Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church - Summerton.

Mt. Calvary FBH Church - Boyce Street, Manning.

Biggers AME Church - S.C. 261 East, Manning.

Mt. Carmel United Freewill Baptist Church - 207 Reardon St., Manning.

Briggs Chapel Missionary Baptist Church - Summerton.

Mt. Chapel Baptist Church - Hwy. 260, Manning.

Christ Tabernacle FWG Ministry - Summerton.

Mt. Hope FBH Church - Pinewood.

Church of God by Faith - Davis Station.

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church - Plowden Road.

The Church of God Prophecy - Alcolu.

Mt. Pleasant Union Methodist Episcopal Church.

The Church of God of Prophecy - Home Branch

Mt. Zero Baptist Church - S.C. 261, Paxville.

Clarendon Baptist Church - Alcolu.

Historic Mt. Zion AME Church - Potato Creek Road.

Community Deliverance Temple - U.S. 301 North.

New Bethel Holiness Church - Davis Crossroad, 1287 Starks Drive, Summerton.

Congregation Temple Bethel - S.C. 261 East, Manning.

New Covenant Holiness Church - 3699 Alex Harvin Highway, Manning.

Cornerstone Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church -
2116 Greeleyville Highway., Manning.

New Covenant Presbyterian Church - U.S. 301 South, Manning.

New Harmony Presbyterian Church - New Harmony Church Road, Alcolu.

Cross Roads Bible Fellowship - 5546 Paxville Hwy Manning

New Hope AME Church - Pinewood.

Cypress Fork Freewill Baptist Church - Cypress Forks community.

New Light Baptist Church - Davis Station.

Deep Creek Pentecostal Holiness Church - Bloomville Highway.

New Start Community Church of the Nazarene - 4686 JW. Rames Rd, Manning.

Deliverance Ministries - Summerton.

New Town Freewill Baptist Church - West Turbeville Highway, Lake City.

Ebenezer Baptist Church - 105 Dinkins St., Manning.

New Zion Church - Salem Road, New Zion.

Elizabeth Missionary Bapt. Church - U.S. 301 South, Box 748, Manning.

Oak Grove Baptist Church

Emmanuel Baptist Church - 1794 Old Georgetown Road, Manning.

Our Lady of Hope Catholic Church - 2529 Raccoon Road, Manning -

Faith Center - Rev. J. W. Carter Road, P.0. Box 233, Manning.

Paxville Baptist Church - S.C. 261 Paxville.

Fellowship of Praise - 8280 Old No. 6 Highway, Santee.

Paxville United Methodist Church - S.C. 261 Paxville.

First Assembly of God - 3574 Hwy 260/Lake Road.

Pine Dale Pentecostal Holiness Church - Turbeville.

First Baptist Church - 49 West Boyce Street, Manning.

Pine Grove AME Church - 7779 Kenwood Rd.

First Servant's Church - 6 Keitt St., Manning.

Pine Grove Church - Turbeville, SC

Fourth Crossroads Baptist Church - Off Highway 261.

Prayer House Mission Church - Davis Crossroads, Summerton.

Friendship AME Church - Silver Community

The Presbyterian Church - North Brooks Street, Manning. Dr.

Friendship Presbyterian Church USA - 10123 Black River Rd., New Zion.

Providence AME Church - Mallet Road, Manning.

Global Harvest Church - Hwy 521 North.

Providence Christian Church - Dozier Mallet Road, Manning.

Good Shepherd Baptist Church - 1891 Oak Grove Church Rd.

Restoration Ministries Church of God - Manning.

Goodwill Freewill Baptist Church - 1329 Goodwill Church Rd. Manning.

Rock Hill Baptist Church - Old Georgetown Road, Manning.

Grace Christian Fellowship Church - Raccoon Road, Manning.

Santee AME Church - Dingle Pond Road, Summerton.

Grace Gospel Church - Summerton. Rev. A.N. Adrans.

Santee Baptist Church - Hwy. 260, Manning.

Grace Missionary Baptist Church - 7 E. Keitt Street, Manning.

Sardinia Presbyterian Church - Sardinia.

Great Commission Ministries - 1631 Trinity Church Rd, I-95 & Highway 301, Alcolu.

Seacoast Manning - Weldon Auditorium.

Greater Union Cypress AME Church

Second Baptist Church - Alfred Henry Drive, Manning.

Green Hill Baptist Church - Alcolu.

Shiloh AME Church - Foreston.

Hickory Grove Missionary Baptist Church - 1158 Driggers Rd., Manning.

Society Hill AME Church - 1030 Morella Road, Manning.

Hickory Grove Baptist Church - Turbeville.

Spring Hill AME Church -

Home Branch Baptist Church - Manning.

St. James AME Church -

Home Branch Church of God of Prophecy - 2211 Connor Road.

St. Luke Baptist Church - Foreston.

LifeSong Christian Church

A small non-denominational church
with a BIG Heart. Where you don’t
go to church, you are the church.

We accept the Bible as the inspired

word of God.

Communion served every Sunday
Worship Service-10:00 AM

Come be a member of our family
Preachers: Gregg Wilgus and Tim
Brown
803-305-8966
1326 Morello Road, Manning SC
29102
lifesongcc.org

XD
southlandfisheries.com’]

§ @southlandfisheries:

we provide tanks
% for commercial,
. m;éj agriculutral, and
residential.
= with delivery.

803.473.7547

3703 J W Rhames Rd,
Manning, SC 29102

Holy Rock Holiness Church - Foreston.

St. Mark AME Church - First Street, Summerton.

Hope Lutheran Church - American Legion, Manning.

St. Mary's Catholic Church - N. Cantey St., Summerton.

Horse Branch Freewill Baptist Church - Turbeville.

St. Matthias Anglican Church - North Duke at Canty, Summerton.

House of God - 119 W Huggins St., Manning.

St. Paul Holiness Church - St. Paul.

Howard Chapel AME Church - New Zion.

St. Peter AME - Rimini.

Israelite Holy Temple Outreach Ministry - 125 W. Huggins St., Manning.

St. Phillip RMUE - Old River Road, Pinewood.

Jehovah Jireh Outreach - P.O. Box 13, Manning.

Summerton Baptist Church - East Main Street.

Jordan Methodist Church - Highway 260, Jordan.

Summerton Presbyterian Church - 16 South Canty Street.

Lake Marion Baptist Church - Off Hwy 301, North Santee.

Summerton Southern Methodist Church

Laurel Hill AME Church - 2032 MW. Rickenbaker Road. Summerton

Summerton United Methodist Church. - Corner of S. Church St. and Briggs St.

Liberty Hill AME Church - Summerton.

Taw Caw Baptist Church - Summerton.

Liberty Free Will Baptist Church - 2761 Liberty Church Rd., Manning.

Trinity AME Church - 39 W. Rigby Street, Manning.

Lighthill Baptist Church - Manning.

Trinity Church - U.S. 301, Alcolu.

Little Star Pentecostal Holiness Church - Juneburn Road, Manning.

Triumph The Church Kingdom of God in Christ - Davis Station.

Macedonia FBH Church - Silver.

Truckers' Christian Chapel - TA Travel Center, |-95, Exit 119.

Macedonia Church of God by Faith, Inc. - 26 Mazyck St., Summerton.

True Way Holiness Church, Highway 521 in Alcolu

Manning Baptist Temple - Raccoon Road at I-95 and Highway 261.

Turbeville First Baptist Church - 1020 Morris Street, Turbeville.

Manning Church of Christ - 311 E. Keitt St., Manning.

Turbeville Southern Methodist Church - Turbeville.

Manning Deliverance Temple - (Apostolic Denomination) 6422 June Burn Rd, Manning.

Union Community Christian Church - Nesbitt Rd.

Manning Progressive Church of Jesus - Hwy. 521, Manning.

e CLUB NEWS

Rotary Roundup: support for
deputy and victim’s advocate

Wyboo Community Church - 12135 Highway 260, Manning.

3478 Alex Harvin Hwy
Manning, SC 29102
(803) 681-3209

Richburg 9%
Refinishing |

6733 Rev JW Carter Rd
Manning, SC
803-478-7777 - 803-4178-6711
24 hr wrecker * auto body repair

29:2{1/4 Nutridion

Renew Refresh Re-energize Rejuvenate

112 Capital Way « Manning, SC
803.433.8070

TRINITY AME CHURCH PRESENTS
Amelia Island, St. Augustine & Jacksonville, FL

¢ 3 nights lodging in the Jacksonville area
4 6 meals: 3 breakfasts and 3 dinners

8

4 Visit to the Fountain of Youth

4 Dinner Party with Entertainment

and much more

with Entertainment.

group trip will take you!

ADD SOME PEACE OF MIND TO YOUR TRIP...

¢ Fantastic shopping on historic St. George Street
¢ Guided Tours of Amelia Island and St. Augustine
4 Admission to the Clara White Mission Museum (Mon - Thu)

Departure: Trinity AME Church, 51 W. Rigby St, Manning, SC @ 8 am

Day 1: Board your spacious, video and restroom equipped Motorcoach and set off for the
sunshine of Jacksonville, Florida! Upon arrival, you'll enjoy Dinner and check into your
Jacksonville area hotel for a three night stay.

Day 2: After a Continental Breakfast, begin your adventure by heading to the CLARA WHITE
MISSION MUSEUM. Take a glimpse into the extraordinary lives of Clara and Eartha White
and the Victorian era of Jacksonville at the CLARA WHITE MISSION MUSEUM. Later, enjoya
scenic drive along the coast accompanied by your guide. Learn about the Kingsley
plantation and Florida's unusual history as you head to AMELIA ISLAND, southernmost of
the Atlantic coast barrier islands. After taking a GUIDED TOUR of this beautiful island, you'll
visit the historical district in Fernandina Beach and have an opportunity to stroll along this |
stunning beach. Tonight, you'll relax and enjoy Dinner at a local area restaurant. .
Day 3: Today after enjoying a Continental Breakfast, you'll take a GUIDED TOUR of
charming ST. AUGUSTINE, America's 1st city. Later, you'll have lunch on your own and
some free time to browse the shoppes on historic ST. GEORGE STREET. Next, you'll stop fora
visit to the famous “FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH.” Tonight, you'll relax and enjoy a Dinner Party

Day 4: After enjoying a Continental Breakfast, you'll depart for a NARRATED CRUISE on the
ST.JOHN'S RIVER. Later, you'll depart for home... a perfect time to chat with your friends
about all the fun things you've done, the great sights you've seen and where your next

ADays 3Nights

*PER PERSON, DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

Jun 16 - 19

$75 Due Upon Signing. *Price per person, based on

See separate advertisement...

DONATION. Manning Rotary Club President Johnson James presents a donation to Deputy and Victim's Advocate Scott

Danback to support his mission efforts, including his work with therapy dogs and an upcoming church-led mission trip.

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Manning Rotary Club
held its weekly meeting on
February 12 at Porter JacK’s,
where members welcomed guest
speaker Scott Danback, a deputy
and victim’s advocate with the
Clarendon County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. Danback shared the impact
of his work with therapy and
service dogs in assisting vic-
tims, children, and community
members throughout Clarendon
County.

Danback introduced mem-
bers to Mateo and Micah, his
two German Shepherds trained
to provide comfort and support
in schools, courtrooms, hos-
pitals, and various community

(Photo C/0 Melissa Foust-McCoy)

settings. “I truly believe that the
right dog with the right person

in the right location is so neces-
sary, he said. “It brings a lot of

stability to places, and there are
so many benefits to it

He described how Mateo,
who is certified as a service dog,
has been instrumental in helping
abuse victims, calming witnesses
in court, and offering emotional
support to children. “I've seen
kids smack him, pull on his ears,
and he just sits there looking
at them like, ‘Okay,” Danback
said. “That’s part of what their
training is, learning to be patient,
calm, and present.”

Beyond victim advocacy,
Danback and his dogs visit day-
cares, libraries, and after-school
programs, helping children over-

come fear of dogs while promot-
ing social engagement. “There
are times we go into a classroom,
and one or two kids are hesitant,
he explained. “But when they

see their peers interacting with
the dogs, they slowly get more
comfortable. Most of the time, by
the end of our visit, every child is
petting the dog”

Danback also discussed his
newest endeavor: enrolling in an
18-month chaplaincy train-
ing program to become a first
responder chaplain. “The sherift
has given us 100% support, and I
take that very seriously;” he said.
“I know this is my calling, and I
plan to continue this work in the
mission field even after retire-
ment.”

At the conclusion of the

Form ID: 500-4A0306

Frizeal Edwards @ (646) 330-0

|
| With d Tours Exd ®Protection Plan.
|

299

155 for single occup:
Final Payment Due: 4/9/2025

Diamond Toury

r

Bringing Group Travel 10 a Higher

Motorcoach driver and Step-on-guide gratuities induded in flyer price.

WM Tour#: 2142953

meeting, Manning Rotary Club
President Johnson James pre-
sented Danback with a donation
to support his mission efforts,
including an upcoming church-
led mission trip to assist Native
American youth in Montana.
“We appreciate what you, Renee,
and Mateo are doing in the com-
munity;” James said.

The club also provided
updates on ongoing projects,
including the canned goods
collection competition between
The Manning Times, Manning
Junior High, and Manning High
School’s FFA programs. Dona-
tions will benefit at least three
local organizations, with details
on drop-off locations to be an-
nounced soon.

Additionally, members were

encouraged to follow the newly
launched Manning Rotary Club
Facebook page for updates on
meetings, events, and service
projects.

For more information about
the Manning Rotary Club and
its activities, visit their Facebook
page or contact the club directly.
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o SPORTS

Monarchs, Wolverines to compete at
SCHSL State Wrestling Championship

SUBMITTED
mtscreporter@gmail.com

Wrestlers from Manning
High School and East Clarendon
High School will take the mat at
the South Carolina High School
League (SCHSL) state wrestling
championship this weekend at
the Florence Center. The two
schools will be well represented,
sending multiple qualifiers after
strong performances at the lower
state championships.

Manning Monarchs

Manning High School’s wres-
tling program had a successful
showing at the Class 2A lower
state championships, with two
girls and three boys earning
spots at the state meet. The girls
competed at South Florence,
while the boys wrestled at Tim-
berland.

Breanna Corley led the
Monarchs with a dominant
performance, claiming the
lower state title in the 127-pound
division. After a first-round bye,

she pinned Mackenzie Campbell
of Cane Bay and secured a 17-0
technical fall win over Stratford’s
Jaye McBath. In the champi-
onship match, Corley defeated
North Charleston’s Trinity Halls
by decision, 9-3.

Kymarielle Cleveland also
earned a state berth with a
third-place finish at 112 pounds.
She won her first two matches
by pin, defeating Sumter’s Talia
Titus and Darlington’s Naidelyn
Aviles. After a third-round loss
to top-seeded Emma Shepphard
of Conway, Cleveland rebounded
with an 18-0 victory over Harts-
ville's Anna Gandy and a pin
against Wando’s Cassidy Warren
to secure third place.

On the boys’ side, Jordan
Hilton-Kelly and Ashton Palmer
each finished third in their
respective weight classes. Wres-
tling at 106 pounds, Hilton-Kelly
won his first two matches by
pin before falling to Timber-
land’s Wyatt Thames by major
decision, 22-12. He responded
with back-to-back pins against
Woodland’s Walker Ulmer and

Bamberg-Ehrhardt’s Brian Ford
to secure third place.

At 190 pounds, Palmer won
his opening match by forfeit but
was pinned by Philip Simmons’
Brady Tonon. He battled through
the consolation bracket, winning
three straight matches by pin
against Whale Branch’s Malachi
Heyward, Edisto’s Paul Fillman,
and Academic Magnet’s Daniel
Harris.

Joshua White added a fifth-
place finish at 126 pounds. After
a first-round bye, he was pinned
by Academic Magnet’s Nick
Severance. White won his next
two matches by pin before falling
to Edisto’s Alejandro Axson. In
a rematch against Severance,
White secured fifth place with
a pin.

Manning also had three
additional wrestlers compete:
Jesse Robinson (138), Benjamin
White (215), and Bryce Kinard
(144), who forfeited both of his
matches due to injury.

East Clarendon Wolverines
East Clarendon also had a

strong performance at Timber-
land, sending five wrestlers to
the state championship.

Leading the Wolverines, Ta-
koda Cornelius finished fourth
at 150 pounds. After a first-
round bye, Cornelius pinned
Cheraw’s Cooper Lund before
being pinned by Edisto’s Kalelhl
McKenzie. He rebounded with
a pin against Jackson Sharp of
Woodland before falling to Bam-
berg-Ehrhardt’s Omarion Wilson
in the third-place match.

At 175 pounds, Syrus Brown
finished fifth. He won his first
match by technical fall (25-

10) and his second by medical
forfeit. After two losses, he faced
Cheraw’s Tykeith Stacks in the
fifth-place match, securing a pin
to wrap up his weekend.

East Clarendon had two
sixth-place finishers: Jarvin Pi-
neda-Ochoa at 165 pounds and
Xavier Smith at 285 pounds. Pi-
neda-Ochoa won his first match
by pin before falling to Edisto’s
Paul Fillman. He won two more
matches before losing twice to
end his tournament. Smith, a

second seed, won his first two
matches by pin before falling to
Edisto’s Jamon Boatwright and
Whale Branch’s Lveon Watson.
He narrowly lost the fifth-place
match by an 11-10 decision.

Rounding out East Clar-
endon’s qualifiers, Tristan
Underwood placed eighth at
138 pounds. He opened with a
22-8 win over Cheraw’s Landon
Goodwin before falling to
top-seeded Derrick Graham.
He recovered with an 18-3 tech
fall win over North Central’s
Nathan Goins but lost a close
16-15 match to Kamari Rivers of
Edisto. Underwood was pinned
in the seventh-place match to
close out his weekend.

Four other Wolverines
competed but did not advance:
Benjamin Galloway (106), Bray-
lon Brown (157), Cody Dunning
(132), and Wyatt Pierce (215).

The SCHSL state wrestling
championship will take place
Friday and Saturday at the Flor-
ence Center, where Manning and
East Clarendon wrestlers will
compete for state titles.

© GOVERNMENT

School board asks for veto as
lawmakers defend H. 3792

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The debate over House Bill 3792 con-
tinues as Clarendon County School Board
Chairman John Bonaparte publicly urged
Gov. Henry McMaster to veto the legis-
lation, which would keep school budget
approval under county council authority
and change the method of electing board
members.

The Manning Times previously report-
ed that the bill, introduced by Rep. Fawn
Pedalino (R-District 64) and supported by
Sen. Jeff Zell (R-District 36), passed both
chambers of the South Carolina General
Assembly and is now awaiting McMaster’s
signature.

2021 consolidation law and fiscal
autonomy

In 2021, Act 106 consolidated Claren-
don County’s three school districts into a
single district under an appointed board
of trustees. The law granted fiscal auton-
omy to the school board, but with a key
delay:

From 2021 to 2024, the school board
remained appointed and continued to
operate under county council’s budget
approval process.

In November 2024, voters elected
the first full school board, replacing the
appointed board.

Starting in 2025, the newly elected
board was set to take full control of its
budget, including the authority to set
the district’s tax millage rate, with limits
on how much it could increase annually
without voter approval.

Because the school board was still
appointed during the transition, it never
actually exercised fiscal autonomy before
House Bill 3792 was introduced.

Opponents of the bill argue that it
removes a power before the elected board
even had the opportunity to use it.

“House Bill 3792 is intending to take
away the fiscal autonomy that the county
has worked on for three years,” Bonapar-
te said at the Feb. 10 Clarendon County
Council meeting. “We have nine board
members with over 100 years of experi-
ence as elected officials, educators, and
coaches. We are ready to take on this
responsibility”

Under House Bill 3792, the school
board would not gain fiscal autonomy
as planned. Instead, it would continue
submitting its budget to county council
for approval, as had been the case under
the appointed board.

Pedalino and Zell argue that this is not
a change, but rather a continuation of the
system that was already in place.

“House Bill 3792 restores budget over-
sight, increases transparency, and ensures
fair elections,” Pedalino wrote on social

media. “It requires the school board to
submit the budget to county council for
approval—this is how it has always been”

Runoft elections and oversight debate

In addition to keeping budget approval
under county council, House Bill 3792
changes the method of electing school
board members. Instead of a plurality sys-
tem, where the candidate with the most
votes wins, school board races would now
require a runoff election if no candidate
secures more than 50% of the vote in the
general election.

Supporters of the bill say this ensures
candidates have a true majority of voter
support, while opponents argue that
runoff elections typically have lower voter
turnout and add logistical challenges.

Zell defended the changes, calling the
bill necessary for financial transparency
and stability.

“In a typical and predictable manner,
the South Carolina School Boards Associ-
ation has weighed in on our local Claren-
don County Bill, which aims to remove
unchecked fiscal autonomy, implement
checks and balances, and ensure that the
voice of the people is reflected through a
majority election,” Zell wrote.

Zell also announced that he had
submitted a Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) request for all communications
related to the school board’s letter to
McMaster, stating, “Based on the contents
of the letter, it seems that the board is not
only focused on maintaining their fiscal
autonomy, but they also appear to have
a significant interest in political matters,
particularly regarding their stance on
plurality vs. majority elections”

Among the nine school board mem-
bers, eight signed the letter to McMaster.
Secretary Kim Jones was the only member
who did not, later issuing a statement
explaining her decision.

“I chose not to sign the letter request-
ing a veto of H. 3792 because I believe
our focus as a newly elected school board
should be on working together, moving
forward, and proving that we can make
a difference beyond just fiscal autono-
my, Jones stated. “Instead of fighting
oversight, we should be demonstrating
responsible governance, rebuilding trust,
and prioritizing students and teachers”

Pedalino has expressed confidence that
McMaster will sign the bill. She previous-
ly consulted the governor’s office while
drafting the legislation and said that there
were no concerns that would lead to a
veto.

If signed into law, H. 3792 will take
effect for the 2025-26 fiscal year, requiring
the school board to submit its budget to
county council by May 31. The law would
also mandate runoff elections for school
board races in cases where no candidate
receives at least 50% of the vote.

38th Clarendon Hall Academy Auction
Farm & Construction Equipment, Vehicles and Miscellaneous
Location: 307 Duke Street, Summerton, SC
Saturday March 1, 2024 9:00 A.M.
We will be accepting consigments February 24th thru February 28th
from 8 A.M. until 5:00 P.M.

AUCTIONEER’S NOTE: If you have equipment you would like to sell at
this auction call Buddy Lewis 803.983.5040, Billy Simpson 803.225.0389,
Jimmy Blocker 843.908.3866 or call the office number listed below. For
more info visit auctionzip.com or southcarolinaauctioneers.org, or on
Facebook, or call the numbers listed below.

This is an early listing. We are expecting much much more. We had over
a thousand items last year. Don’t miss this large annual auction!

-JD 4630 Tractor w/cab

-Kobota B7500 Tractor w/Finish Mower
-Ford 540 Tractor

-MF 271 Tractor 1237 hrs (weak eng.)
-IH 1020 Combine Header 30’; full finger SCH Blade
-IH 1020 Combine Header 25’

-IH 8455 Round Baler

-Morra Tedder w/4 baskets, Hyd fold
-IHC 37 Disc Harrow 10’

-JD 7000 2/row Planter

-Containers 20’ and 40’

-Ford water truck 1000 gal

-Alum. Nurse tank 1000 gal. on Skids
-John Blue 300 gal applicator

-Drag Harrow 3 pt

-Dirt Scoop 3 pt

-Pitts 2/row Cultivator

-Post Hole Digger w/3 pt

-Scrape blade 3pt

-Bushhog 8’ pull type

-King Cutter 5’ w/3 pt.

-Guard Rails 12’ (approx. 75)
-Ornamental Gates 20’

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:  Everything sells “as is” without any
warranty. JGBA&R Inc., does not guarantee any year, model, hours etc.,
or usefulness of any item. Everything must be paid for on the day of the
auction with cash, good check or with a Bank Letter of Guarantee made
to JGBA&R, Inc., with the date of the auction being March 1, 2025. We
will accept credit cards with a three (3%) adm fee. There is a ten (10%)
buyers premium with a $500.00 cap per item. No equipment will be
loaded out until paid for in full.

J G BLOCKER AUCTION & REALTY INC.
WALTERBORO, South Carolina 29488
SCAL # 110 (Bonded)
843.908.3866 (cell) - 843.538.2276 (Office)
E-mail: jgbauction@lowcountry.com

For an auction of your own, plan with ] G Blocker Auction & Realty Inc.!
We Make it Happen!
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Welcome to
Ray'’s Tractors:
Your Trusted,Full-

Service, Outdoor
Equipment Dealer

Operating in Manning, SC,

Ray’s Tractors provides

the highest-quality service

and equipment for your

home, farm, or land —allat
customer-friendly prices 7 ’/
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MEETING. Robert Benefield, Director of Insurance Services for the South Carolina Association of Counties Workers' Compensation Trust, presents Clarendon County Council with a First
Place Award for workplace safety. The county was recognized for having the lowest experience modifier among 43 counties, resulting in significant cost savings for taxpayers. (Photo C/0
Clarendon County Administration)

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Clarendon County Coun-
cil convened its regular month-
ly meeting Monday evening,
addressing a range of topics
from service awards and board
appointments to concerns over
school district fiscal autonomy.
The council also received a state-
wide award for workplace safety
and reviewed ongoing county
projects.

Chairman Jay Johnson
opened the meeting with a brief
welcome. “Td like to welcome
everyone here, and we're going to
start our meeting off tonight,” he
said. Councilman Billy Richard-
son then delivered the invoca-
tion, followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Service award and workplace
safety recognition

Sergeant Stephen Switech of
the Clarendon County Sheriff’s
Office was recognized for five
years of service. Though he
was not in attendance, County
Administrator Lynden Anthony
stated, “We'll see that he gets
both the plaque and his five-year
service pin”

Council also received a First
Place Award from the South
Carolina Association of Counties
Workers” Compensation Trust
for its risk management efforts.
Robert Benefield, Director of
Insurance Services, presented
the award, noting, “Clarendon
County has the lowest experi-
ence modifier of all 43 counties
in our trust, which resulted in
over $200,000 in savings for
taxpayers. This is a direct result
of the commitment of your
employees and supervisors to
workplace safety””

Public comments address lo-
cal history and fiscal autonomy

Two speakers took the floor
during public comments, includ-

ing historian George Frierson,
who highlighted the contri-
butions of Clarendon County
residents in shaping American
history. “Levi Pearson, who led
the effort in Pearson v. Claren-
don County Board of Education,
was born on this day in 1892,
Frierson said. “This county
played a major role in the history
of this country, and it’s import-
ant we continue to remember
and honor that”

John Bonaparte, a member
of the Clarendon County School
District Board of Trustees, spoke
in his personal capacity as a
citizen regarding concerns over
House Bill 3792, which he said
could impact the district’s ability
to maintain fiscal autonomy. “We
have worked for three years to
ensure the district has the ability
to manage its finances, and I per-
sonally believe that our board,
with its combined 100 years of
experience, is well-equipped to
continue handling this respon-
sibility;” Bonaparte said. “T ask
council members to consider this
carefully”

Higher education in Claren-
don County

Dr. Kevin Pollock, President
of Central Carolina Technical
College, presented an update on
the college’s impact in Clarendon
County. “Last year, we had 378
students from Clarendon County
enrolled, with 47 of them attend-
ing in-person at the EE. DuBose
Campus,” Pollock stated. He not-
ed the county’s annual $100,000
appropriation and the $20,000
contribution to the Scholars Pro-
gram, which awarded $25,000 to
local students last year.

Pollock requested that council
renew the Scholars Program for
another five years and acknowl-
edged that while online cours-
es remain the most popular
option, in-person attendance at
the DuBose campus continues.
“We would love to have more

students attending in person,
and we're working on ways to
increase those numbers,” he said.

Councilman William Frierson
reflected on the county’s long-
standing partnership with the
college. “We recognized over 25
years ago that in order to attract
industry, we needed a college
presence in Clarendon County,”
Frierson said. “This partnership
has played a significant role in
our economic growth?”

Board appointments and
intergovernmental agreement
with Turbeville

Council approved several
board appointments and reap-
pointments, ensuring represen-
tation across county districts.
The Planning Commission for
District 1 will be represented by
Ken Wells, Robert Borkin, and
Roger Bober, while Barry Ham,
GG Cutter, and Matthew Prince
will serve on behalf of District 2.
For the Development Board in
District 3, Steve C. Gamble and
H. Blade Givens were reappoint-
ed. In addition, the Clarendon
County Behavioral Health and
Service Commission reappoint-
ed Beatrice Knight for District
1 and Beulah Roberts, Kathy
Gettings, and Joan Barber for
District 2.

Council also voted to appoint
a representative to the Santee
Lynches Council of Govern-
ments (COG) to represent
Clarendon County at regional
meetings.

Additionally, the council
approved an intergovernmental
agreement between Claren-
don County and the Town of
Turbeville regarding a planned
outdoor stage at the future site of
the Turbeville Library. Anthony
explained, “Since the town is
applying for state funds for this
project on county property, the
grant requires an agreement
between both entities”

Financial report shows posi-
tive budget trends

Chief Financial Officer
Tammy Rodvansky presented
the financial report, stating that
general fund expenses were at
54% of budget as of January 31,
lower than the expected 58%.
“We’re running lower than where
we should be, which is a good
thing,” she said. She noted that
revenue figures were not avail-
able due to a software issue but
would be provided next month.

Rodvansky reported that
the C-Fund had a cash balance
of $7,890,941, with $6,582,333
already committed to road proj-
ects, leaving $1,308,608 uncom-
mitted. Water and sewer revenue
for the year totaled $901,134,
with a net surplus of $21,878
after expenses, depreciation, and
bond payments. She also con-
firmed that Weldon Auditorium’s
revenue was $802,000, with all
expenses covered by hospitality
tax funds. In closing, Rodvansky
noted that budget packets had
been distributed to all county
departments, with submissions
due by the end of February and
departmental meetings set for
March.

Administrator’s report up-
dates on key county projects

Administrator Lynden Antho-
ny reported that the Emergency
Operations Center (EOC) is in
its final planning stages, with
groundbreaking expected by
fall. The Turbeville Fire Station
remains on schedule, with a Cer-
tificate of Occupancy expected
in April.

Work continues on the Public
Works, Fleet Maintenance, and
Animal Control Facility, where
site layouts are being modified
before permits are issued. In the
Davis Station area, a test well is
currently being drilled, and new
water mains will soon go out for
bid as part of a water expansion
project. Meanwhile, renovations

at Weldon Auditorium are mov-
ing forward, with bid documents
being finalized.

Anthony also updated council
members on Summerton’s
wastewater development project,
reporting that engineering
design is near completion. The
Law Enforcement Joint Training
Facility is making progress, with
construction on the fire ranges
underway and the support build-
ing now out for bid. He further
noted that an engineering firm
has been selected for the New-
man Branch Restoration Project,
with environmental planning
conversations beginning.

In recreational updates,
basketball season has conclud-
ed, and baseball and softball
registration recently closed, with
games set to begin soon. Antho-
ny also reported that repairs to
Taw Caw Park’s fire-damaged
boardwalk are nearly complete.

Before closing, he thanked
first responders and county staff
for their work during the recent
winter storm. “It’s not often we
get an ice event like this, but
thanks to our emergency teams
and the South Carolina Depart-
ment of Transportation, we were
able to minimize accidents,’
Anthony said.

Chairman’s report and ad-
journment

Johnson noted that he had
no formal chairman’s report but
took a moment to thank county
staff and his fellow council
members. “Id like to just take a
quick second and say a big thank
you to everyone—from Admin-
istrator Anthony to the entire
team—y’all have been bringing
me along, and I'm figuring it
out,” he said.

With no further business, the
meeting adjourned. The next
council meeting is scheduled for
March 10, 2025, at 6 p.m. in the
Council Chambers at 411 Sunset
Drive, Manning.

® IN MEMORY

County auditor honors plane crash
victims at National Cathedral service

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

More than four decades after
losing her brother in the Air
Florida Flight 90 crash, Clar-
endon County Auditor Patricia
Pringle traveled to Washington,
D.C., on Feb. 8 to speak at a
National Cathedral service hon-
oring victims of recent tragedies,
including those who perished in
a recent plane crash near Reagan
National Airport.

The interfaith service, orga-
nized by Dr. Stephne Coney of
the International Stop the Vio-
lence Alliance, brought together
law enforcement officers, first
responders, religious leaders,
and families impacted by loss.
Among those attending was
Pringle, whose brother, Joe Na-
than Pringle, was killed on Jan.
13, 1982, when Flight 90 struck
the 14th Street Bridge before
plunging into the icy Potomac
River. He was driving home
from his job as a top mechanic
at Arlington National Cemetery

when the plane crashed into
traffic, claiming his life at just 26
years old.

“For 43 years, we have carried
this grief,” Pringle said. “My
heart aches for the families
experiencing this same pain now.
I came to let them know they are
not alone.”

The service was held in re-
membrance of the 67 passengers
killed in the recent crash, along
with victims of other tragedies,
including the New Orleans ter-
rorist attack and the Los Angeles
fires.

Ann Buckley, president of
the Skating Club of Boston,
attended to honor six young club
members who were among those
killed in the plane crash.

“We have been so deeply
touched by the outpouring of
love and support from all over
the United States and from other
countries,” Buckley said.

Pringle, who has visited
memorials dedicated to Flight
90’s victims at Reagan National
Airport, recalled how her family

endured the agony of waiting
for confirmation of her brother’s
fate. The traffic delays from the
crash kept many from realizing

he had been in the direct path of |

the disaster.
“I remember my sister-in-law

calling to check on him, thinking |

maybe he was stuck in traffic,”
Pringle said. “We didn’t know
until later that night”

Pringle said the grief of
sudden loss never fades, but the
shared pain among families of
victims creates an unbreakable
bond. She hopes to see contin-
ued support for those affected.

“We wanted to let them know
that we are here, that we love
them, and that we grieve with
them,” Coney said.

As prayers filled the cathedral,
Pringle said she felt the weight of
history repeating itself, but also a
sense of unity and healing.

“It’s heartbreaking, but I know

she said. “To stand with these
families, to remind them they are
not alone”
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TECH. Clarendon County Auditor Patricia Pringle stands inside the
my brother would want me here;” National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., on Feb. 8, 2025, after speaking at a

service honoring victims of recent tragedies. Pringle attended in memory

of her brother, Joe Nathan Pringle, who was killed in the 1982 Air Florida
Flight 90 crash. (Photo C/0 Patricia Pringle)
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A Legacy of Success: Sonja Rush-Harvin
and the impact of WTC Dual Enrollment

SUBMITTED
mtscreporter@gmail.com

Sonja Rush-Harvin, a lifelong
advocate for education, has
played a pivotal role in promot-
ing dual enrollment opportu-
nities in Williamsburg County.
Born and raised in Kingstree,
SC, Sonja attended East Claren-
don High School before embark-
ing on a career in education.
Following in the footsteps of her
mother, Gwendolyn Rush—one
of the first instructors at Wil-
liamsburg Technical College—
Sonja developed a deep passion
for academic advancement
within her community. She
has dedicated 27 years to C.E.
Murray High School (now C.E.
Murray Middle School), serving
in multiple roles including lab
proctor, biology teacher, curric-
ulum coordinator, and currently,
Assistant Principal.

Sonja has been instrumental
in supporting dual enrollment
initiatives at C.E. Murray, where
she once served as the school’s
primary contact for the program.
She has witnessed firsthand how
these opportunities provide
students with a head start on
their college education while also
easing financial burdens. “I've al-
ways instilled the importance of
education,” Sonja stated. “Often,
people aren’t able to afford high-
er education, so dual enrollment
plays a significant role in helping
students reduce costs while still

obtaining a four-year degree.

By taking advantage of these
courses, students can complete
an associates’ degree in high
school, then continue to pursue a
bachelors’ degree if desired post
graduation.

Her commitment to the pro-
gram is reflected in her own chil-
dren’s success. All three of her
children—Marcus, Darius, and
Kayla—have participated in dual
enrollment through Williams-
burg Technical College. Marcus
utilized his college credits to
advance his business education
at the University of South Caro-
lina and later earned a master’s
degree from Stanford University.
Darius leveraged his dual enroll-
ment experience to graduate in
just three years from USC before
entering the NFL, where he cur-
rently plays for the Kansas City
Chiefs. Kayla, currently a junior
at Kingstree High School, is on
track to complete her associate
degree through dual enrollment
before graduating high school,
positioning herself for academic
and professional success.

Beyond its benefits for indi-
vidual students, Sonja recognizes
the positive impact dual enroll-
ment has on the local communi-
ty. “Now, you can’t just walk out
of high school and get some of
the higher-paying jobs students
want,” she explained. “You need
post-secondary education, and
dual enrollment can help with
that. Not only does it cover

general studies, but students can
also earn certifications in fields
like HVAC or Welding, allowing
them to enter the workforce im-
mediately with salaries starting
at $30,000 to $40,000 per year.
In a small rural town like ours,
these opportunities are invalu-
able”

Williamsburg Technical
College offers a variety of dual
enrollment options designed to
help high school students gain
a competitive edge. The Dual
Enrollment Advanced Learning
(D.E.A.L.) program allows stu-
dents to earn tuition-free college
credits, while the Early College
program provides selected 10th
graders the chance to complete
an associate degree before high
school graduation. Additional-
ly, the Career and Technology
Education (C.A.T.E.) courses
offer career-ready pathways for
students interested in technical
fields.

Sonja Rush-Harvins advocacy
for dual enrollment underscores
its role as a transformative force
in students’ lives. Her dedication
ensures that more students in
Williamsburg County can access
these opportunities and build
successful futures. For more
information about dual enroll-
ment programs at Williamsburg
Technical College, visit https://
www.wiltech.edu/ or contact
Paige Brown, Associate Vice
President of Academics and
Special Projects.

TECH. Sonja Rush-Harvin and her family. (Photos C/0 Williamsburg
Technical College)

® BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Lake Marion Artisan Gallery hosts Black
history celebration in Summerton

\Wa Ar

ART. Attendees at the Lake Marion Artisan Gallery’s Black History Month celebration on Feb. 12 enjoyed an evening of powerful speeches, soulful gospel music, and inspiring artwork. The

event highlighted the achievements of local Black artists and brought the community together in celebration of history, culture, and creativity. (Photos C/0 Melissa Foust-McCoy)

BY MELISSA FOUST-MCCOY
mtscreporter@gmail.com

The Lake Marion Artisan
Gallery honored Black History
Month with an evening of reflec-
tion, music, and art on Feb. 12.
The event, held at the gallery’s
Main Street location, featured
guest speaker Aaliyah Arrahman
and a performance by the Clark

Brothers Gospel Singers.

Arrahman delivered a speech
highlighting the legacies of Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln and Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., reading
excerpts from the Emancipation
Proclamation and the Gettysburg
Address. She spoke on the lasting
impact of these historical figures
and their roles in shaping the
civil rights movement.

The Clark Brothers Gospel

Singers followed with a soul-stir-
ring performance, blending tra-
ditional spirituals with original
compositions. Their set included
themes of faith, perseverance,
and unity, encouraging the audi-
ence to reflect on the significance
of Black history and culture.

The event was part of the gal-
lery’s ongoing efforts to celebrate
local Black artists and creators.
Attendees were invited to view

artwork, enjoy refreshments, and
engage in conversations about
the role of art in shaping culture.

“Art plays a crucial role in
shaping and renewing culture,”
said Tim Jones of Artscape, as
quoted in the gallery’s promo-
tional materials. “In times like
these, we need to empower
artists like never before to help
us reflect, rekindle our hope, and
imagine a better future”

The Lake Marion Artisan
Gallery, a nonprofit organiza-
tion, continues to provide a
platform for artistic expression
and community engagement in
Summerton.

For more information, visit
the gallery’s Facebook page at
Lake Marion Artisans Gal-
lery-LMAG.



