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JAILED:  Catalytic 
Converters Recovered 
During Washington 
State Patrol Arrest in 
Cowlitz County 
By The Chronicle staff 

Law enforcement officials 
have referred theft and burglary 
charges against a Portland man 
accused of stealing 26 catalytic 
converters from a Toledo busi-
ness last week, the Lewis County 
Sheriff ’s Office announced on 
Tuesday. 

The suspect, who the sher-
iff ’s office identified Tuesday as 
38-year-old Jesse Vaidabid Jr., is 
accused of cutting the catalytic 
converters off 26 new trucks in 
the early morning on July 13. 

A trooper with the Wash-
ington State Patrol arrested 
Vaidabid shortly before 8 a.m. 
on July 13 after law enforcement 
officials reportedly found him 
cutting a catalytic converter off 
of a vehicle in Cowlitz County, 
according to the sheriff ’s office. 

The investigating deputy 
with the Lewis County Sheriff ’s 
Office had contacted the Wash-
ington State Patrol after they 
reviewed surveillance footage 
from the Toledo business that 
reportedly showed a state patrol 
vehicle in the background as 
Vaidabid left through the fence 
line with the catalytic convert-
ers in a garbage can, according 
to a news release from the sher-
iff ’s office. 

The investigating deputy 
responded to Cowlitz County 
as a trooper was completing a 

Man 
Accused of 
Stealing 26 
Catalytic 
Converters 
From 
Toledo 
Business 

please see STEALING, page Main 14

AUG. 2 ELECTION: 
 Commissioner, Sheriff 
Hopefuls Gather at Roxy 
Theater to Discuss Issues
By Isabel Vander Stoep

isabel@chronline.com

Voters and elected officials 
gathered at the Roxy Theater on 
Tuesday night for a show unlike 
most hosted by the classic Mor-
ton venue.

The East County Journal 
held a free, public candidate 

forum for two of the races per-
taining to vot-
ers in Lewis 
County’s Com-
mission Dis-
trict 3. 

The races 
included candi-
dates for sheriff 
and the district 
3 county com-
missioner.

Currently, 
there are five candidates run-
ning for the commissioner 
seat. Two were unable to attend 

Tuesday due to one having prior 
engagements and another po-
tentially having been exposed 
to COVID-19. Those were 
Jodery (Jody) Goble, of Toledo, 
and Pete Krabbe, of Randle, re-
spectively. 

Present at the forum were 
commissioner candidates Pat 
Saldaña, of Morton, Harry 
Bhagwandin, of Onalaska, and 
Scott Brummer, of Winlock.

In the race for sheriff, both 
candidates who have filed were 
present, which were Detective 
Sergeant Tracy Murphy, of the 

Centralia Police Department, 
and Lewis County Sheriff Rob 
Snaza, the incumbent who has 
been in the position since 2015.

The two-hour forum was 
kicked off by candidates’ open-
ing statements lasting up to five 
minutes ahead of a question 
and answer period. The forum 
was then capped off by three-
minute closing statements from 
each of the runners. 

Each of the candidates pres-
ent on Tuesday have filed as 

Candidate Forum in Morton 
Highlights Races Ahead of Primary

Jared Wenzelburger /  jared@chronline.com

Candidates, from left, Scott Brummer, Harry Bhagwandin, Pat Saldaña, Tracy Murphy and Rob Snaza listen to questions from the crowd at the Roxy Theater in Mor-
ton on Tuesday.

Lewis County sheriff candidate Tracy Murphy smiles during a candidate forum in 
Morton at the Roxy Theater.

Lewis County Sheriff Rob Snaza smiles during a candidate forum in Morton at 
the Roxy Theater.

Election
2022

please see PRIMARY, page Main 14
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SOLUNAR TABLE
Four-day forecast indicates peak feeding times for fi sh and game.
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POP: Probability of Precipitation

Increasing clouds Partly sunny and 
nice

Partly sunny and 
pleasant

Very warm with 
abundant sunshine

Record-tying 
temperatures with 

sunshine

Hot with plenty of 
sunshine

Mainly cloudy and 
hot

THU. NIGHT FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
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THURSDAY

Clouds giving way 
to some sun

82
POP: 0% POP: 5% POP: 25% POP: 0% POP: 0% POP: 0% POP: 0% POP: 0%

Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun.

6 6 8 8
Tuesday 0.00
Record for date 0.01 in 1996
Month to date 0.36
Normal month to date 0.45
Year to date 11.38
Normal year to date 25.02
Last year to date 19.65

High/low 82/55
Normal high 79
Normal low 54
Last year high 81
Last year low 50
Record high 101 in 1956
Record low 42 in 1962

Centralia statistics through Tuesday

Aug 11Aug 5Jul 28
New First Full

Aug 18
Last

 Thu. Fri. Sat.  Thu. Fri. Sat.

 Thu. Fri. Sat.  Thu. Fri. Sat.

Aberdeen 69/58/c 70/55/c 71/56/c
Bellingham 75/58/pc 72/56/pc 73/57/s
Bremerton 80/53/s 75/53/pc 78/53/pc
Cle Elum 92/60/pc 84/57/s 88/56/s
Coulee City 97/65/s 91/62/s 91/64/s
Eatonville 81/53/pc 75/51/pc 77/54/pc
Ellensburg 94/62/s 88/59/s 92/61/s
Elmer City 99/59/s 93/60/s 92/60/s
Enumclaw 81/54/pc 76/54/pc 77/55/pc
Everett 75/56/pc 71/56/pc 73/57/pc
Forks 70/55/pc 68/54/pc 70/52/pc
Kelso 79/56/pc 76/54/pc 78/57/pc
Kennewick 103/67/s 94/61/s 98/64/s
Long Beach 67/56/pc 67/57/sh 66/57/c
Longview 79/57/pc 76/54/c 78/56/pc
Moses Lake 97/61/s 92/58/s 93/60/s

Mount Vernon 77/55/s 72/54/pc 75/53/pc
Olympia 79/54/pc 75/50/pc 79/52/pc
Omak 97/61/pc 94/62/s 95/61/s
Pasco 102/65/s 94/60/s 97/62/s
Port Angeles 69/54/s 68/54/pc 69/55/pc
Portland 85/60/pc 81/58/pc 83/60/pc
Pullman 89/57/pc 80/52/s 86/54/s
Richland 106/67/s 98/64/s 101/66/s
Seattle 81/56/pc 75/58/pc 77/57/pc
Spokane 92/62/pc 85/59/s 88/60/s
Sunnyside 100/60/s 95/57/s 94/60/s
Tacoma 81/54/pc 76/52/pc 79/53/pc
Vancouver 85/60/pc 79/59/pc 83/60/pc
Walla Walla 97/66/s 89/63/s 92/64/s
Wenatchee 95/66/pc 91/64/s 93/66/s
Yakima 98/58/s 93/56/s 94/59/s

Albuquerque 97/71/pc 97/74/c 98/72/pc
Anchorage 59/51/sh 59/50/sh 60/49/pc
Atlanta 89/73/t 90/72/t 94/75/pc
Billings 95/62/s 95/61/pc 85/59/s
Boise 101/67/s 96/63/s 94/64/s
Boston 91/73/t 92/72/s 91/75/s
Cheyenne 91/61/pc 94/64/c 87/59/pc
Chicago 92/70/t 92/74/pc 96/74/t
Cleveland 86/70/s 87/69/pc 92/76/pc
Dallas 98/84/t 101/80/t 101/81/s
Denver 97/66/pc 99/71/c 97/64/pc
Detroit 90/68/pc 90/69/pc 91/72/pc
Honolulu 86/75/pc 87/76/sh 86/75/pc

Houston 100/79/pc 98/79/t 98/77/s
Las Vegas 111/89/pc 111/89/pc 110/85/pc
Los Angeles 85/64/pc 82/65/s 83/62/pc
Miami 91/80/pc 91/80/t 91/79/t
Minneapolis 87/69/s 92/74/s 88/65/t
New York City 95/76/t 93/76/s 96/79/s
Omaha 94/70/s 95/80/s 102/71/t
Phoenix 114/91/pc 115/89/pc 107/87/pc
Rapid City 95/61/s 99/63/pc 86/59/pc
St. Louis 98/77/s 100/82/s 102/83/s
Salt Lake City 101/77/s 102/77/s 98/74/pc
San Francisco 68/54/pc 69/55/pc 68/56/pc
Washington, DC 96/77/t 95/77/s 98/79/s

Major 6:42 a.m. 7:24 a.m. 8:06 a.m. 8:49 a.m.
Minor 12:31 a.m. 1:13 a.m. 1:54 a.m. 2:37 a.m.
Major 7:04 p.m. 7:47 p.m. 8:30 p.m. 9:13 p.m.
Minor 12:53 p.m. 1:35 p.m. 2:18 p.m. 3:01 p.m.

Sunrise 5:39 a.m. 5:40 a.m. 5:41 a.m. 5:43 a.m.
Sunset 8:57 p.m. 8:56 p.m. 8:55 p.m. 8:54 p.m.
Moonrise 12:41 a.m. 1:02 a.m. 1:27 a.m. 1:57 a.m.
Moonset 3:10 p.m. 4:19 p.m. 5:25 p.m. 6:28 p.m.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2022

near Bucoda 211.5 203.78 none
at Centralia 189.0 177.31 none

near Doty 318.0 306.54 -0.01
at Centralia 168.5 152.27 -0.01
near Grand Mound 141.0 129.80 -0.01
at Porter 48.0 31.58 none

near Chehalis 202.5 193.18 -0.01

at Packwood 10.5 1.55 -0.18
at Randle 18.0 5.86 -0.31

In feet as of 7 a.m. Tuesday
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Shown is Thursday’s weather. Temperatures are Thursday’s highs and Thursday night’s lows.Shown is Thursday’s weather. Temperatures are Thursday’s highs and Thursday night’s lows.
NATIONAL FORECAST THURSDAY

 Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun.

 Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun.

Hiking Index

Boating Index
9 10 10 9

9 9 9 9
The higher the AccuWeather UV Index
number, the greater the need for eye and 
skin protection. 0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate, 
6-7: High, 8-10: Very high, 11+: Extreme. 
Hiking and Boating Index: 0-2: Poor; 
3-4: Fair; 5-6: Good; 7-8: Very Good; 
9-10: Excellent.

By Emily Fitzgerald

emily@chronline.com 

A Chehalis man who runs an 
auto shop in Pe Ell is facing fel-
ony charges for allegedly throw-
ing paint thinner on six vehicles 
in the 1300 block of Windsor 
Avenue in Centralia on Monday. 

Dakota Solomon Earl In-
gram, 37, is accused of “driving 
(by) and squirting paint thinner” 
at six vehicles belonging to the 
alleged victim after he report-
edly refused to pay Ingram more 
money for a paint job Ingram 
completed. 

The alleged victim told po-
lice he had paid Ingram, who 
runs a shop in Pe Ell, $500 to 
paint a 1965 Chevrolet. But 
when he went to pick up the 
vehicle, Ingram reportedly “de-
manded more money” and sent 
him text messages “asking for 
speakers and/or another vehicle 
as payment.” 

Ingram allegedly sent a text 
“threatening to put paint strip-
per” on one of the victim’s ve-
hicles, according to court docu-
ments. 

The victim later received a 
text from Ingram “with an emo-

ji of two hands shaking” that 
meant “they were even,” accord-
ing to court documents. After 
receiving that message, the al-
leged victim went outside, saw 
his vehicles were damaged and 
called law enforcement, accord-
ing to court documents. 

An officer with the Centralia 

Police Department responded to 
the alleged victim’s address just 
after 11:30 p.m. on July 18 and 
noticed “the paint (on the cars) 
was starting to peel where the 
substance had contacted it,” ac-
cording to court documents. 

The alleged victim estimated 
the cost to refinish all six vehi-

cles would exceed $5,000. 
Police used surveillance vid-

eo from the victim’s property to 
identify the suspect vehicle and 
a trooper with the Washington 
State Patrol conducted a traffic 
stop early Tuesday morning. 

The trooper identified In-
gram as the driver and arrested 

him for driving with a suspended 
license. Ingram was booked into 
the Lewis County Jail just before 
1:50 a.m. on July 19 and has since 
been charged with one count of 
first-degree malicious mischief, 
which carries a maximum pen-
alty of 10 years in prison. 

Judge J. Andrew Toynbee set 
Ingram’s bail at $10,000 during 
a preliminary hearing in Lewis 
County Superior Court on Tuesday. 

Deputy Prosecutor Brad 
Meagher recommended that 
amount due to concerns about 
Ingram’s criminal history and 
out of concern that Ingram 
would interfere with witnesses. 

Ingram had reportedly tried 
to contact a witness from the 
jail after his arrest, according to 
Meagher. 

While Ingram’s attorney 
asked Toynbee to grant Ingram 
unsecured bail, Toynbee opted 
to set $10,000 bail “to address 
that failure to appear risk and 
also to prevent interference with 
the administration of justice or 
intimidation of a witness.” 

Ingram’s next court appear-
ance is an arraignment hearing 
scheduled for Thursday, July 28. 

Pe Ell Auto Shop Owner Faces Felony Charge for 
Allegedly Putting Paint Thinner on Customer’s Vehicles 

Dakota Solomon Earl Ingram, 37, of Chehalis, appears virtually in Lewis County Superior Court on Tuesday.

News in Brief
TwinStar Credit Union 
Announces Plan to 
Merge With Oregon-
Based Credit Union
By The Olympian

TwinStar Credit Union, 
which is headquartered in 
Lacey, announced Thursday a 
plan to merge with an Oregon-
based credit union. The planned 
merger is subject to regulatory 
approval and a vote of the mem-
bers at Eugene-based Northwest 
Community Credit Union. It is 

expected to be finalized in 2023.
"People have asked, and are 

going to continue to ask us, 
why merge?" said Jeff Kennedy, 
chief executive of TwinStar, in a 
statement. "To be frank, it goes 
beyond just one reason. It's be-
cause we would gain economies 
of scale; it's because we'd grow 
to 36 branches across two states; 
it's because with that growth 
comes more opportunity.

"Ultimately, however, we are 
pursuing this merger because 
we believe we can provide more 
member, employee, and com-
munity value together and we've 
found a great partnership."

Kennedy could not be reached 
Thursday. If the merger is ap-
proved, the credit union's com-
bined assets would be about $4 
billion, with more than 245,000 
members throughout Oregon and 
Washington, and 700 employees.

Also if approved, Kennedy 
would be CEO of the new or-
ganization and John Iglesias, 
the current CEO of Northwest 
Community Credit Union, 
would be president.

In the interim, the two credit 
unions would operate under 
their existing names until a new 
name is determined.

TwinStar has provided some 

answers to frequently asked 
questions about the proposed 
merger on its website.

Some of those questions and 
answers:

• Why has TwinStar CU de-
cided to pursue a merger? Sev-
eral years ago, TwinStar did for-
malize a merger strategy as part 
of our overall strategic plan.

• Would you close branch-
es? There are no plans for any 
branch closures.

•  Would any employees lose 
their jobs as a result of the merg-
er? The intent is to retain all ex-
isting staff.

• What is the merger time-

line? It is anticipated the merger 
would be finalized in early 2023, 
with systems fully integrated in 
late 2023 or 2024.

Under the guidelines of the 
National Credit Union Admin-
istration, a successful merger 
is contingent upon Northwest 
Community Credit Union 
member approval.

NWCU members would vote 
to accept the organization's plan 
to merge under the authority 
of a Washington state charter. 
TwinStar members are current-
ly under the Washington state 
charter authority, according to a 
news release.
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Harold VassarHarold Vassar
1930  ~  2022

TENINO – Harold Ray TENINO – Harold Ray 
Vassar, a longtime resident of Vassar, a longtime resident of 
Thurston County, passed away Thurston County, passed away 
at the age of 91 on Monday, at the age of 91 on Monday, 
July 11, 2022, at his home in July 11, 2022, at his home in 
Tenino.Tenino.

He was born Nov. 12, He was born Nov. 12, 
1930, in Alvin, Wisconsin, to 1930, in Alvin, Wisconsin, to 

Benjamin Charles and Grace Benjamin Charles and Grace 
(Day) Vassar.(Day) Vassar.

Harold is survived by Harold is survived by 
his wife Mary, son Dennis his wife Mary, son Dennis 
and his wife Gayle, son and his wife Gayle, son 
Chuck, daughter Mary Ann Chuck, daughter Mary Ann 
and her husband Ray, five and her husband Ray, five 
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.grandchildren.

He was preceded in death He was preceded in death 
by his parents, three sisters, by his parents, three sisters, 
brother and two grandchildren.brother and two grandchildren.

A private committal was A private committal was 
held at Forest Grove Cemetery, held at Forest Grove Cemetery, 
in Tenino. A public celebration in Tenino. A public celebration 
of life will be announced at of life will be announced at 
a later date. Arrangements a later date. Arrangements 
are under the care of Newell-are under the care of Newell-
Hoerling’s Mortuary, Hoerling’s Mortuary, 
Centralia.Centralia.

In Loving Memory Of

To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.

Newell-Hoerling’s Mortuary
Condolences may be offered at

www.NewellHoerlings.com

205 W. Pine St.
Centralia, WA 98531

(360) 736-3317

DonalD & Patricia ShaferDonalD & Patricia Shafer

Donald Arthur Shafer, age 
86, of Centralia, Washington, 
passed away on May 21, 2022. 
He was preceded by his wife of 
59 years, Patricia Fay (Ticknor) 
Shafer, age 78, on March 29, 
2020.

Donald was born in Seattle, 
Washington, in 1935 and grew 
up in Salzer Valley on the 
eastern side of Centralia. He 
attended the one-room Salzer 
Valley Schoolhouse until it was 
closed in 1944. After graduating 
from Centralia High School, he 
joined the U.S. Air Force in 
1954 and served his country for 
just under four years. After the 
service, he attended Centralia 
Community College (where 
he met Patricia) and then 
Washington State University 

in Pullman, Washington, 
graduating with a bachelor of 
science degree in agriculture in 
1965.

Patricia Fay (Ticknor) 
Shafer was born in Chehalis, 
Washington, in 1941. She grew 
up on a dairy farm in north 
Centralia and graduated from 
Centralia High School in 1959. 
She went on to attend Centralia 
Community College, where she 
met Donald. They were married 
in 1960. She accompanied him 
to Pullman where they started 
their family.

In 1967, Donald and Patricia 
moved into a house of their own 
in Salzer Valley and lived there, 
raising their family and farming 
until they each passed away.

Donald was born to Arthur 
Bourgette and Anna Svinth. 
After Anna divorced and 
remarried, he was adopted by 
his stepfather Charles Shafer. 
Patricia was born to Ruthven 
Charles Ticknor and Rosa 
Lucile (Durman) Ticknor. 
Donald was preceded in death 
by his sister Joanne (Shafer) 
Hotopp. Patricia was preceded 
by her brothers James Alden 
Warman, Glen Wade Warman, 

Ruthven James Ticknor and 
Donald Ticknor; and by her 
sisters Dottie (Warman) 
Hopkins and Dorothy (Ticknor) 
Peterson. She is survived by her 
sister Charlotte (Ticknor) Jolly.

Donald and Patricia are 
survived by their daughters 
Julie Shafer, Elizabeth Schalk, 
Phyllis Owen (Arthur) and 
Carolyn Sabin (Darren); 
grandchildren Stephen 
Mohney (Lindsey), Aaron 
Mohney, Matthew Mohney, KT 
Hernandez (Robert), Levi Sabin, 
Kadin Sabin, Jeffery Hulse and 
Jenna Zachman (Steaven); and 
great-grandchildren Micah 
Mohney, Ezra Mohney and 
Luke Zachman.

A joint memorial service for 
both Donald and Patricia will 
be held on Saturday, July 23, 
2022, at 11 a.m. at the Newell-
Hoerling’s Mortuary Chapel 
at 205 W. Pine St., Centralia, 
Washington. All are welcome 
to attend. The service will also 
be live streamed and recorded. 
Please contact Newell-
Hoerling’s Mortuary if you 
are interested in watching the 
service remotely.

In Loving Memory Of

To view the obituary, please go  To view the obituary, please go  
to chronline.com/obituaries.to chronline.com/obituaries.

Newell-Hoerling’s Mortuary
Condolences may be offered at

www.NewellHoerlings.com

205 W. Pine St.
Centralia, WA 98531

(360) 736-3317

By Matthew Zylstra

matthew@chronline.com

A contract establishing law 
enforcement coverage in Pe Ell 
by the Morton Police Depart-
ment is currently under review 
by the Morton City Council af-
ter it was approved by the Pe Ell 
Town Council on July 5. 

In its current form, the con-
tract would be in effect for three 
years.

According to Pe Ell Mayor 
Lonnie Willey, the idea of Mor-
ton providing police coverage 
for Pe Ell was introduced to the 
council several months ago when 
Lewis County Sheriff Rob Snaza 
and Morton Police Chief Roger 
Morningstar visited the town. 

“Sheriff Snaza recommend-
ed Morton because they were 
handling Mossyrock and that 
seemed to be working out there,” 
Willey told The Chronicle. 

The idea for the contract orig-
inated with the Lewis County 
Sheriff 's Office. After the Pe Ell 
marshal left in September 2020, 
the sheriff 's office began provid-
ing coverage for the town while 
Pe Ell sought a new marshal, a 
position the town is still actively 
trying to fill. But, due to staffing 
shortages, the sheriff ’s office be-
gan searching for another agency 
to administer law enforcement 
services for Pe Ell, Snaza said.

“The sheriff 's office can-
not guarantee presence all the 
time for them,” Snaza told The 
Chronicle Wednesday.

According to Snaza, the sher-
iff ’s office first reached out to 
Toledo to see if its police depart-
ment could cover Pe Ell. Snaza 
said former Toledo Police Chief 
John Brockmueller was open 
to the idea. Snaza said without 
a marshal, Pe Ell’s reserve po-
lice officer was legally unable to 
carry out law enforcement duties. 
The original plan was for Tole-

do’s officers to cover Pe Ell while 
the town’s reserve police officer 
underwent training to become 
the new Pe Ell marshal. However, 
those plans fell apart after the Pe 
Ell reserve officer left his posi-
tion. 

“The purpose of having 
Brockmueller there was to ad-
minister until the officer was 
qualified,” Snaza explained.

When Pe Ell’s reserve officer 
left, there was no longer a police 
presence in Pe Ell for Brockm-
ueller to administer. 

After the Toledo plan was 
scrapped, Snaza reached out 
to Morton Police Chief Roger 
Morningstar and began develop-
ing what he called a “collabora-
tive idea” for the Morton Police 
Department to provide police 
coverage to Pe Ell. Snaza said he 
began discussing the idea with 
Morningstar at least six months, 
and possibly over a year, ago. 

While Morningstar was initially 
hesitant about the plan, Snaza 
said in the past few months, after 
considering Morton’s police cov-
erage in Mossyrock the past sev-
eral years, he’s come to believe 
his department would be capable 
of providing the necessary cover-
age for Pe Ell. 

“I think what Morningstar 
was looking at in Mossyrock, he 
felt Pe Ell could be an option,” 
Snaza said. 

Still, the plan is not without 
its problems. 

Morton Mayor Dan 
Mortensen told The Chronicle 
there are concerns in Morton 
about the administrative chal-
lenges the contract presents.

“Being on the opposite end of 
the county is the first concern,” 
Mortensen said. “Staffing and 
administrative procedures have 
to be taken into account before 
anything can happen.” 

Mortensen, who said the 
council was first approached by 
Snaza and Morningstar after the 
sheriff had reached out to Pe Ell 
and Morton, made clear Morton 
would not accept a situation in 
which its officers would have to 
commute across the county.

“One thing we don’t want is 
to commute, so we have to come 
up with staff that will be close 
to Pe Ell but will be managed by 
our department. Those things 
are being addressed,” Mortensen 
said. “We’re not going to com-
mute.” 

According to Mortensen, the 
commuting issue could be re-
solved by having Morton police 
officers who live west of Morton 
cover Pe Ell.

“We have some people on 
board currently here in Morton 
that have voiced some interest 
in working in (Pe Ell) who live 
much closer to that area than we 

currently are,” he said. 
Mortensen described himself 

as being “optimistically cautious” 
toward the contract.

“We have (the contract) on 
the agenda for (our city council 
meeting) Monday for consid-
eration, but not necessarily to 
be accepted,” Mortensen said. 

“There’s a lot of work that has yet 
to be completed. … We’re not go-
ing to move forward until we’re 
ready and we feel we can fulfill 
those requirements appropri-
ately.”

Snaza is optimistic about the 
plan’s ability to work. 

“I think this is a challenge for 
(Morningstar) but I think it’s 
something he would be able to 
do. He’s got ideas,” Snaza said. 

“I think this is a win-win op-
portunity for everyone if chief 
Morningstar is able to provide 
those services. Unfortunately 
because of staffing issues, we 
can’t provide those services at 
this time.”

Even if the contract doesn’t 
work out, Snaza said he still be-
lieves his department will be able 
to continue supporting the Pe Ell 
community.

“With what (Morningstar) is 
able to offer I hope it works, and 
if it doesn’t, then the sheriff ’s of-
fice will still be able to provide 
coverage,” Snaza said. 

Morningstar was contacted 
by The Chronicle but chose to 
refrain from commenting until 
after a final contract has been ap-
proved by both municipal coun-
cils. 

The Chronicle has also re-
quested a copy of the contract as 
currently written from both Pe 
Ell and Morton but neither has 
provided copies, citing ongoing 
negotiations between the two 
municipalities. The Chronicle 
was told a copy of the contract 
could be provided following fi-
nal approval. 

Potential Contract Between Pe Ell and Morton Would See East Lewis 
County City Provide Police Coverage to West Lewis County Town

Morton Police Chief Roger Morningstar talks with The Chronicle in this 2019 file photo.

News in Brief

Lewis County COVID 
Cases Increase as 
Deaths, Hospitalizations 
Remain Consistent
By The Chronicle staff

The total number of COV-
ID-19 cases reported this week 
by Lewis County Public Health 
and Social Services (LCPHSS) 
jumped upward to 144 new cases 
in the week of July 8 to July 14 af-
ter seeing a dip the previous week 
at 120.

Deaths and hospitalizations 
in Lewis County from the dis-
ease stayed the same in the re-
porting week of July 8-14 with no 
new deaths and 17 new hospital-
izations.

The total number of COV-
ID-19 outbreaks reported in con-
gregate care settings remained 
the same as well, with seven total 
underway.

A total of 229 individuals 
were tested at the Lewis County 
Mall Discovery Health Test Site 

in the last week, with 10,886 tests 
having been administered since 
the site opened on Nov. 26, 2021.

The county’s case totals do 
not include those discovered 
from at-home testing.

Vaccines are now available 
for residents ages 6 months and 
older. By the last reporting pe-
riod, 57.4% of county residents in 
that age group had initiated the 
primary vaccination series.

To find COVID-19 vaccine 
appointments and locations, 
visit https://vaccinelocator.doh.
wa.gov/.

Online, Mailed Voters’ 
Pamphlets Available for 
Lewis County Residents 
Ahead of Primary
By The Chronicle staff

Ahead of the Aug. 2 primary 
election, the Lewis County Audi-
tor’s Office has mailed a printed 
voters’ pamphlet to all house-
holds with a primary race. 

An online voters’ guide is 
also available at www.votewa.gov. 
Voters can access the VoteWA 
website by logging in with their 
name and date of birth. When 
logging into VoteWA, voters will 
only be able to view measures 
that they are eligible to vote on. 

A generic voters’ guide listing 
all candidates and measures in the 
election is also available at https://
elections.lewiscountywa.gov.

To access the online voters’ 
guide:

• Select “Current Election > 
Voters’ Guide > Search”

• If a candidate statement has 
been submitted, click on the can-
didate’s name to view their state-

ment. Click the back button to go 
back to the list of candidates.

• If there is a measure on the 
ballot, select measure heading.

To check registration status:
• If an individual is not a reg-

istered voter, a message will ap-
pear giving them the opportuni-
ty to register. Select “Register to 
Vote” and follow the step-by-step 
instructions.

• If an individual is already 
registered and an address update 
needs to be made, select “Voter-
Registration > Update my name 
or address” and follow the step-
by-step instructions.

To check ballot status:
• Select “My Ballot > Ballot 

Status” to see if your ballot has 
been received in the office and 
accepted for tabulation.

• For a replacement ballot, se-
lect “My Ballot > Online Ballot.” 
The ballot can be marked online 
and then printed or printed first 
and marked by hand. A declara-
tion will print as well, the voter  
must sign and return the declara-
tion with their ballot. The ballot 
envelope must be post-marked 
by election day or in a ballot drop 
box by 8 p.m. on election day.

For questions, call the Lewis 
County Auditor’s Office at 360-
740-1164, 360-740-1164 or toll 
free within Lewis County, 1-800-
562-6130 ext. 1278 or 1164.
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Edmunda Barbara Fries Edmunda Barbara Fries 
Waller, of Winlock, passed Waller, of Winlock, passed 
away peacefully on Friday, away peacefully on Friday, 
July 8, 2022. July 8, 2022. 

Edmunda was preceded in Edmunda was preceded in 
death by her husband Robert death by her husband Robert 
J. Waller and their son Ronald J. Waller and their son Ronald 
J. Waller, both of Winlock. J. Waller, both of Winlock. 
She is survived by her brother She is survived by her brother 
George Fries, of Silver Spring, George Fries, of Silver Spring, 
Maryland; her children Ann Maryland; her children Ann 
Crawford, of Rochester, Kelly Crawford, of Rochester, Kelly 
Sawka of Aurora, Colorado, Sawka of Aurora, Colorado, 
and Dan and John Waller, and Dan and John Waller, 
both of Winlock. She is also both of Winlock. She is also 
survived by her grandchildren survived by her grandchildren 
Robert, Dallas and Katie Robert, Dallas and Katie 
and her great-granddaughter and her great-granddaughter 
Jaden. Jaden. 

“Eddie” was born Feb. “Eddie” was born Feb. 
12, 1937, and attended the 12, 1937, and attended the 
Evaline School. She graduated Evaline School. She graduated 
from St. Mary’s Academy, from St. Mary’s Academy, 
in Toledo, and later received in Toledo, and later received 
an associate’s degree from an associate’s degree from 
Centralia College. Edmunda Centralia College. Edmunda 
and Robert were married in and Robert were married in 

1957. In 1964, they moved 1957. In 1964, they moved 
into the house, which they into the house, which they 
designed and built in the St. designed and built in the St. 
Urban area. Eddie began as Urban area. Eddie began as 
a volunteer at the Timberland a volunteer at the Timberland 
libraries in Winlock and libraries in Winlock and 
Chehalis and retired as the Chehalis and retired as the 
manager of the Salkum manager of the Salkum 
Timberland Library. She was Timberland Library. She was 
a driving force behind the a driving force behind the 
preservation of the historic St. preservation of the historic St. 
Urban Church, near her home Urban Church, near her home 
in Winlock. Her knowledge of in Winlock. Her knowledge of 
people, places and events in people, places and events in 
the area, were the foundation the area, were the foundation 
for the publication of the for the publication of the 
book, “Saint Urban Church book, “Saint Urban Church 
Community — Early Years.” Community — Early Years.” 

After retirement, Eddie After retirement, Eddie 
enjoyed working in her enjoyed working in her 
flower gardens, reading and flower gardens, reading and 
traveling. She and husband, traveling. She and husband, 
Robert, visited Alaska many Robert, visited Alaska many 
times by car, van and ship. times by car, van and ship. 
She also visited Ireland, She also visited Ireland, 
Scotland, Great Britain, Italy, Scotland, Great Britain, Italy, 
Austria and Germany. Austria and Germany. 

A funeral service will be A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Friday, held at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
July 22, at St Joseph Church July 22, at St Joseph Church 
in Chehalis, with graveside in Chehalis, with graveside 
services following at 1:30 services following at 1:30 
p.m. at the St. Urban Cemetery p.m. at the St. Urban Cemetery 
in Winlock. In lieu of flowers, in Winlock. In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests a donation the family suggests a donation 
in Eddie Waller’s memory to in Eddie Waller’s memory to 
the St. Urban Settlement, the the St. Urban Settlement, the 
Timberland Library, or the Timberland Library, or the 
Red Cross.Red Cross.

To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.

Edmunda WallerEdmunda Waller
In Loving Memory OfIn Loving Memory Of

1937  ~  20221937  ~  2022

Cattermole Funeral Home, Inc.Cattermole Funeral Home, Inc.

Condolences may be offered atCondolences may be offered at
www.CattermoleFH.comwww.CattermoleFH.com

203 NW Kerron St.,203 NW Kerron St.,
Winlock, WA 98596Winlock, WA 98596

(360) 785-3881(360) 785-3881

James RobeRt CoopeR, JR.James RobeRt CoopeR, JR.
A gathering of Jim Cooper's A gathering of Jim Cooper's 

friends is being hosted this friends is being hosted this 
Saturday, July 23, 2022 at Saturday, July 23, 2022 at 
2:30 p.m. by his brother, 2:30 p.m. by his brother, 
Allan Cooper of Beaverton, Allan Cooper of Beaverton, 
Oregon at The Shire, 465 NW Oregon at The Shire, 465 NW 
Chehalis Ave., in Chehalis. Chehalis Ave., in Chehalis. 
Jim, a longtime resident Jim, a longtime resident 
of Salkum passed away on of Salkum passed away on 
Dec. 18, 2020. At the time, Dec. 18, 2020. At the time, 
health protocols necessitated health protocols necessitated 
postponing a gathering to postponing a gathering to 
honor Jim and share stories. honor Jim and share stories. 
Jim built friendships with his Jim built friendships with his 
neighbors, the staff at Salkum neighbors, the staff at Salkum 
Superette, the Salkum Post Superette, the Salkum Post 
Office, the Salkum Library, the Office, the Salkum Library, the 
staff at Sweet Inspirations and staff at Sweet Inspirations and 
Book 'n' Brush. If you are able Book 'n' Brush. If you are able 
to join us this Saturday please to join us this Saturday please 
call Book 'n' Brush at 360-748-call Book 'n' Brush at 360-748-

7680 or email us directly at 7680 or email us directly at 
booknbrush@gmail.com so we booknbrush@gmail.com so we 
can make sure we have enough can make sure we have enough 
hors d'oeuvres prepared. We hors d'oeuvres prepared. We 
hope you can join us to honor hope you can join us to honor 
our friend, James Robert our friend, James Robert 
Cooper, Jr. this Saturday.Cooper, Jr. this Saturday.

In Loving Memory Of

To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.To view the obituary, please go to chronline.com/obituaries.

By Isabel Vander Stoep

isabel@chronline.com

On Tuesday, the United 
States House of Representatives 
passed a bill titled the Respect for 
Marriage Act (RFMA), that, ac-

cording to lan-
guage in the bill, 
would provide 
statutory au-
thority for same-
sex and interra-
cial marriages in 
federal law.

The bill 
came after con-
cerns from the 
U.S. Supreme 
Court’s re-

cent decision overturning Roe 
v. Wade. Per the statement on 
the decision, Supreme Court 

Justice Clarence Thomas also 
mentioned Obergefell v. Hodges, 
which ruled that same-sex cou-
ples have a right to marry.

The RFMA, if passed by 
the Senate and signed into law, 
would replace provisions in fed-
eral law that define marriage as 

between a man and woman and 
the word “spouse” as being a per-
son of the opposite sex.

The bill was passed with a 
267-157 vote, with 47 Republicans 
joining all Democrats in favor. 

Washington’s District 3 Rep. 
Jaime Herrera Beutler, R-Battle 
Ground, was not among those 
47, telling The Chronicle, “House 
leadership rushed this bill for a 
vote theoretically in response to 
Supreme Court rhetoric, yet the 
Supreme Court majority wrote in 
its Dobbs decision that ‘nothing 
in this opinion should be under-
stood to cast doubt on precedents 
that do not concern abortion.’”

She went on to say that rights 
related to contraception and 
same-sex relationships are inher-
ently different, and that “mar-
riage as it exists in the U.S. today 

is viewed by a majority of this 
Supreme Court as a settled mat-
ter. I’m not interested in further 
involving the federal government 
in marriage.”

She also said the bill was not 
well thought-out, nor did it have 
enough time to be researched by 
members of congress. 

“If Congress is truly inter-
ested in solidifying the issue of 
marriage going forward, House 
leaders would have given this 
legislation committee hearings 
and provided members more 
than 18 hours’ notice to study a 
bill that could impact the laws 
of more than 30 states,” Herrera 
Beutler said in a statement. “But 
they didn't, which makes it clear 
that today’s vote was more about 
election-year pageantry than 
anything else.”

Herrera Beutler Calls Respect for Marriage Act ‘Election-Year Pageantry’

“If Congress is truly interested in solidifying the 
issue of marriage going forward, House leaders 

would have given this legislation committee 
hearings and provided members more than 18 
hours’ notice to study a bill that could impact 

the laws of more than 30 states.” 

Jaime Herrera Beutler
congresswoman

Jaime Herrera Beutler
congresswoman

News in Brief

Air Tour Plan Developed 
for Mount Rainier
By The Chronicle staff

The National Park Service 
(NPS) and the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) complet-
ed an air tour management plan 
for Mount Rainier National Park 
on July 18. 

The plan establishes mea-
sures to protect park resources 
including the Mount Rainier 
Wilderness, habitat for native 
species of wildlife, including the 
northern spotted owl and mar-
bled murrelet, along with plans 
for visitor experiences, according 
to a news release.

“The purpose of the air tour 
plan is to ensure that park re-
sources and values in Mount 
Rainier National Park, includ-
ing natural sounds, wilderness 
character, visitor experiences, 
wildlife, and other natural and 
cultural resources, are protected 
in national parks where air tours 
occur,” said Greg Dudgeon, the 
park’s superintendent in a writ-
ten statement. “The air tour 
management plan for Mount 
Rainier National Park estab-
lishes how and where an air tour 
may occur while protecting the 
qualities that make Mount Rain-
ier National Park a special place.”

Commercial air tours have 
occurred over Mount Rainier 
National Park for many years 
without defined operating pa-

rameters. The air tour manage-
ment plan protects national park 
resources and values by provid-
ing continued education and 
management oversight.   

The plan authorizes up to one 
air tour per year on a defined 
route conducted over the park 
and up to one half mile outside 
the park’s boundary. There was, 
on average, one air tour per year 
reported at Mount Rainier Na-
tional Park from 2017 to 2019.  

The plan’s operating param-
eters will be effective within 90 
days from the date of signature 
on the air tour management plan.  

Mount Rainier National Park 
is among 24 parks in the Na-
tional Park System for which the 
agencies are developing air tour 
management plans.  

20th Annual Pickersfest 
Music Festival to Return 
to Winolequa Park
By The Chronicle staff

The 20th annual Pickersfest 
Music Festival is returning to 
Winolequa Park on Friday, Aug. 
5, and will last through Sunday, 
Aug. 7. The Washington Acous-
tic Music Association will host 
the three-day music event, which 
will include bluegrass, gypsy jazz, 
Americana and much more. 

Headliners for the event in-
clude Pearl Django, a Tacoma-
based gypsy jazz band that’s re-

leased 15 albums over 27 years; 
The Portland Radio Ponies, a 
bluegrass collective featuring a 
rotating cast of Portland’s “finest 
pickers”; String Theory, a blue-
grass group that includes expe-
rienced and new musicians from 
the Northwest; and Sunny South, 
an acoustic quartet focused on 
vocal harmonies in the “true 
bluegrass style” and Choroloco, 
a trio of Seattle musicians who 
love Brazilian music. 

Attendees will have the 
chance to participate in playing 
Celtic music, old-time music and 
swing music. A slow jam will also 
be held for beginners on Saturday. 
Free physical features workshops 
on guitar, mandolin, bass, fiddle 
and banjo will be taught by mem-
bers of the headlining bands. 
There will be open mic oppor-
tunities on Saturday afternoon. 
There will be multiple opportuni-
ties to participate in jam sessions 
during the day and into the night. 

Camping costs $10 per night. 
Food prepared by the Winlock 
youth baseball organization will 
be available at the festival, with 
proceeds going to support Win-
lock youth baseball.

Attendees are encouraged to 
bring their own lawn chairs for 
seating as there are only a small 
number of picnic tables at the 
park. 

For more information, con-
tact Marv Sobolesky at 360-880-
4273.

Tenino to Celebrate 

Oregon Trail Days 
This Weekend
By The Chronicle staff

Oregon Trail Days in Tenino 
will return to the Stone City this 
weekend, and like the quarry 
pool when it’s not undergo-
ing repairs, is filled to the brim 
with history and celebration of 
the town’s heritage. The annual 
event, hosted by the Tenino Area 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Puget Sound Free Trappers, is 
scheduled for July 22-24.

With many vendors, cre-
ative arts markets, presentations, 
demonstrations and farmer’s 
booths, the weekend will be 
filled with to-dos from 9 a.m. on 
Friday until 2 p.m. on Sunday. 

The beloved, free Pioneer Vil-
lage will begin at 10 a.m. on Fri-
day with many hands-on projects 
and learning opportunities for 
children and families. It is hosted 
at the Tenino Depot Museum.

The Oregon Trail Days pa-
rade will start at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, July 23, and will travel from 
South Custer Street down Sus-
sex Avenue to McArthur Street 
South. The T90 Motorcycle Drill 
Team will perform 15 minutes 
before the parade begins.

“It’s a great way for us to cel-
ebrate local history and we re-
ally do it for kids and families, so 
anybody can come to this and 
it doesn’t cost anything,” Tyler 
Whitworth, event coordinator, 

previously told The Chronicle. 
The schedule of events is subject 

to change, but the most up-to-date 
information can be found online at 
www.teninoacc.org under the “Or-
egon Trail Days (OTD)” tab.

Centralia Police 
Department to Host Hot 
Dog Picnic for National 
Night Out Campaign
By The Chronicle staff

The Centralia Police Depart-
ment (CPD) announced its par-
ticipation in this year’s National 
Night Out campaign. 

As part of the campaign, CPD 
will host a hot dog picnic on 
Tuesday, Aug. 2, at George Wash-
ington Park from 6 to 8 p.m. 

The picnic will include police 
vehicles from the CPD and the 
Lewis County Sheriff ’s Office, 
officers attendees can speak with, 
live music by Jeremiah Vaught, 
ice cream, a raffle and kids ac-
tivities. For more information, 
contact the CPD at 360-330-7680.

Twin Transit to Hold 
Meeting July 26
By The Chronicle staff

The next meeting of the Lew-
is Public Transportation Benefit 
Area, which operates as Twin 
Transit, will be at 3:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 26, at 1638 Bishop 
Road, Chehalis. 

Chaenn Hill Name 
Change Approved by 
State Board, Awaits 
Federal Approval
By The Chronicle staff

The Washington State Board 
on Geographic Names voted 
to approve a proposed name 
change for Chaenn Hill near 
Tenino during a July 5 meeting. 

The vote was unanimous and 
moved the proposal forward to 
the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names (USBGN). The USBGN 
meets monthly and will hear the 
proposal at an upcoming meet-
ing. 

The proposed name change 
is being championed by Tenino 
historian Richard Edwards, who 
prompted the move to change 

“Chain Hill” to “Chaenn Hill” to 
reflect historical accuracy. 

NEWELL-HOERLING’S
MORTUARY

205 W. Pine St. Centralia, WA 98531 • (360) 736-3317
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Sirens

Death Notices
• JIM COOPER, Salkum, died Dec.

18, 2020. A gathering of his friends 
is being hosted at 2:30 p.m. Satur-
day, July 23, by his brother, Allan 
Cooper of Beaverton, Oregon, at 
The Shire, 465 NW Chehalis Ave., 
Chehalis. Call Book ‘n’ Brush at 
360-748-7680 or email bookn-
brush@gmail.com if you plan to 
attend.

• JOHN M. OWENS, 86, Olympia,
died July 13 at Providence St. Pe-
ter Hospital. Arrangements are 
under the care of Cattermole Fu-
neral Home.

• RALPH G. CHICK, 68, Chehalis,
died July 14 at his residence. Ar-
rangements are under the care of 
Cattermole Funeral Home.

• EDMUNDA “EDDIE” B. WALLER, 85,
Winlock, died July 8 at Providence 
Centralia Hospital. There will be a 
funeral service at 11 a.m. July 22 
at St. Joseph Church in Chehalis 
with a graveside service following 
at 1:30 p.m. at St. Urban Cemetery 
in Winlock. 

• SHERRY LEA THAYER, 62, Ethel,
died June 17 at Lucky Eagle Ca-
sino. Arrangements are under the 
care of Forest Funeral Home and 
Cemetery, Olympia.

• DALE GLEN RICH, 58, died July 11.
Arrangements are under the care 
of Fir Lawn Funeral Home. 

• JO ANN RUTH HEDGERS, 87, died
July 18. Arrangements are under 
the care of Fir Lawn Funeral Home. 

• ROBERT E. AUMAN, 92, Onalaska,
died on July 19 at Providence 
Centralia Hospital. Arrangements 
are under the care of Cattermole 
Funeral Home.

• BEULAH MAE LEDBETTER, 97, died
July 13 at home. There will be a 
service at 11 a.m. July 22 at Brown 
Mortuary followed by a burial 
at the Morton city cemetery. Ar-
rangements are under the care of 
Brown Mortuary Service.

• JAMES RODNEY JARMAN, 79, died
July 13 at home. There will be a 
burial at Tahoma National Ceme-
tery. Arrangements are under the 
care of Brown Mortuary Service.

• RONALD RAY MCCAIN, 79, died July
18 at home. Arrangements are un-
der the care of Brown Mortuary 
Service.

MORTON POLICE DEPARTMENT
Morton Incidents 

• An officer was dispatched to
assist Cascade Mental Health in 
the 100 Block of Third Street just 
before 2:10 p.m. on June 20. The 
officer remained until the scene 
was under control.

• An officer was dispatched
to state Route 7 just before 11:10 
a.m. on June 20 regarding a roll-
over log truck. Officers assisted
with traffic control until the
Department of Transportation
could take over.

• An officer was dispatched
to the Dollar General just before 
10:10 p.m. on June 21 regarding 
a suspicious person. The officer 
was unable to locate the indi-
vidual.

• An officer was dispatched to
the 100 block of Collar Avenue 
just after 12:50 p.m. on June 22 
regarding a nuisance complaint.

• An officer was dispatched
to the 100 block of First Street 
just after 8:45 p.m. on June 22 
regarding a juvenile complaint. 
The officer gave a prevention talk 
to all parties involved and an in-
formational report was taken.

• An officer was dispatched to
a report of suspicious activity in 
the 100 block of Collar Avenue 
just before 9:55 p.m. on June 27. 
The officer did not observe any 
suspicious activity and an infor-
mational report was taken.

• An officer received a report
of a panic alarm at the Arbor 
Health Hospital just before 10 
p.m. on July 3. The alarm was de-
termined to be false.

• At 12:15 p.m. on July 4, an
officer was notified of a suspi-
cious circumstances complaint 
at a vehicle parked along state 
Route 7 near the mills. The offi-
cer contacted the subject and re-
quested medical aid to respond. 
The officer remained on scene 
until a Lewis County Sheriff ’s 
Office deputy arrived on scene.

• An officer responded to a
nuisance complaint in the 300 
block of Collar Avenue just be-
fore 1:55 p.m. on July 5. An infor-
mational report was taken.

• An officer responded to a
nuisance complaint in the 100 
block of Wood Avenue just be-
fore 2:20 p.m. on July 5. An infor-
mational report was taken.

• An officer responded to a
nuisance complaint in the 100 
block of Adams Avenue just after 
3:05 p.m. on July 5. An informa-
tional report was taken.

Mossyrock Incidents
• An officer was dispatched

to the Soap and Suds Laundro-
mat just before 7 a.m. on June 19 
regarding a burglary complaint. 
A few tools and a small amount 
of change was taken. The case is 
pending further evidence.

• An officer was dispatched
to a noise complaint in the area 
of Mossyrock Avenue and Court 
Street at 11:10 p.m. on June 20. 
The residents agreed to quiet 
down and the officer resumed 
regular patrol.

• An officer was dispatched
to the 200 block of State Street at 
1:40 p.m. on June 21 regarding a 
disorderly complaint. An infor-
mational report was taken.

• An officer was dispatched
to the 700 block of Williams 
Street just after 2 p.m. on June 
21 regarding a request for infor-
mation. An informational report 
was taken.

• An officer was dispatched
to the 300 block of Main Street 
just after 11:10 a.m. on June 22 

regarding a verbal dispute. An 
informational report was taken.

• An officer was dispatched
to the 100 block of Aldrich Road 
just after 1:55 p.m. on June 23 
for a welfare check. The officer 
spoke with the individual and at 
their request, the officer request-
ed Mobile Crisis to contact the 
individual.

• An officer was contacted by
Grays Harbor county dispatch 
at 8:10 p.m. on June 25 request-
ing a search in the 200 block of 
State Street to locate a missing 
individual. The officer was able 
to locate the individual and noti-
fied the Ocean Shores Police De-
partment their missing person 
was located.

• An officer was dispatched to
the 200 block of James Street at 
6:45 p.m. on June 29 regarding a 
juvenile problem. The investiga-
tion is ongoing.

• An officer was dispatched to
the 700 block of Williams Street 
just before 7:40 p.m. on June 30 
regarding a theft complaint. An 
informational report was taken.

• An officer was dispatched
to Klickitat Creek Park just after 
10:35 p.m. on July 2 regarding a 
missing person. While patrolling 
the area, the officer was notified 
the individual had returned to 
his home.

CHEHALIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Vehicle Prowl 

• A vehicle prowl reported in
the 1000 block of Southeast Ev-
ergreen Drive just after 8:05 a.m. 
on July 18 is under investigation. 

• At 2 p.m. on July 19, a ve-
hicle prowl that occurred some-
time overnight in the 500 block 
of Southwest Pacific Avenue was 
reported. 

• A vehicle prowl was report-
ed at the intersection of North-
west Maryland Avenue and 
Northwest Vine Street just after 
4:10 p.m. on July 19. 

• Possible vehicle prowls were
reported in the 300 block of 
Northeast Adams Avenue just 
after 3 a.m. on July 20. 

Burglary 
• A burglary was reported in

the 600 block of North National 
Avenue just before 3:55 a.m. on 
July 19. No arrests were made. 

Retail Theft 
• Alcohol was reported stolen

from the 1300 block of North-
west Louisiana Avenue just after 
6:40 p.m. on July 19. 

• A man and a woman were ar-
rested in the 1600 block of North-
west Louisiana Avenue just after 
11:20 p.m. on July 19 and were 
booked into the Lewis County 
Jail for alleged shoplifting. 

Other Theft 
• At 2:15 p.m. on July 18, a

caller in the 1500 block of North 
National Avenue reported some-
one had stolen her grandfather’s 
medications while he was in the 
hospital.

• A backpack and a life vest
were reported stolen from the 
1300 block of Southwest Wilson 
Avenue just before 6:15 a.m. on 
July 20. 

Hit-and-Run 
• Just before 9:50 a.m. on July

18, a hit-and-run that occurred 
in the 300 block of West Main 
Street sometime overnight was 
reported. 

• A hit-and-run to a building

was reported in the 200 block of 
North Market Boulevard just be-
fore 1:55 p.m. on July 19. 

Disputes
• A verbal dispute was re-

ported in the 1100 block of South 
Market Boulevard just before 
8:45 p.m. on July 18. No arrests 
were made. 

• A verbal dispute was report-
ed in the 700 block of Southwest 
Chehalis Avenue just before 9:10 
p.m. on July 18. No arrests were
made.

• A possible physical dispute
was reported in the 100 block of 
Southwest Interstate Avenue just 
after 9:50 p.m. on July 18. No ar-
rests were made. 

• A verbal dispute was report-
ed in the 300 block of Southwest 
Third Street at 2:20 a.m. on July 
19. No arrests were made.

• A verbal dispute involving a
juvenile was reported in the 300 
block of Southwest Third Street 
at 11:10 a.m. on July 19. No ar-
rests were made. 

Possible Animal Abuse 
• At 12:35 p.m. on July 19, a

caller reported seeing a dog with 
a leash fall out of a truck win-
dow in the 1000 block of North-
west Maryland Drive. The dog’s 
owner reportedly “dragg(ed) the 
dog yelping across the parking 
lot” before putting the dog back 
in the vehicle. 

Death Investigation
• At 2:50 p.m. on July 19, a

caller requested a welfare check 
on a senior living in the 1500 
block of North National Avenue, 
stating no one had heard from 
the senior in a while and his wife 
had recently passed away. The 
senior was found to be deceased. 
The case is under investigation. 

CENTRALIA POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Vehicle Accidents 

• A minor collision was report-
ed in the 600 block of South Tower 
Avenue at 2:10 p.m. on July 18. 

• Injuries were reported fol-
lowing a two-vehicle collision at 
the intersection of West Main 
and Yew streets just before 9:30 
a.m. on July 19.

Bicycle Theft 
• A bicycle was reported sto-

len from the 100 block of South 
Silver Street at 3 p.m. on July 18. 

• A bicycle was reported sto-
len from the 300 block of West 
Magnolia Street just after 3:30 
p.m. on July 18.

Burglary 
• A Centralia man was ar-

rested in the 1100 block of Har-
rison Avenue just after 4:40 p.m. 
on July 18 and was booked into 
the Lewis County Jail for second-
degree burglary after he alleged-
ly shoplifted from a grocery store 
he was trespassed from. 

• A burglary to a commercial
building in the 100 block of East 
First Street was reported just af-
ter 6:45 p.m. on July 18. 

• A purse and credit/debit
cards were reported stolen dur-
ing a burglary in the 1100 block 
of Woodland Avenue just before 
5:40 a.m. on July 19. The case is 
under investigation. 

Catalytic Converter Theft 
• A catalytic converter was re-

ported stolen at the intersection 
of South Washington Avenue 

and West Pear Street just after 
5:05 p.m. on July 18. 

Organized Retail Theft 
• Two subjects were arrested

for allegedly stealing more than 
$900 worth of merchandise from 
an outlet in the 100 block of West 
High Street at 6:50 p.m. on July 
19. Alex R. Williams, 26, of Ta-
coma, allegedly tried to run and
struggled with officers during
the arrest.  Manuel R. Loredo, 27,
of Hoquiam, allegedly ran onto
the freeway into traffic but gave
up after he tired out. Both were
booked into the Lewis County
Jail for organized retail theft and
referred to the prosecutor’s office
for resisting arrest.

Damaged Headstones 
• Damage to headstones in

the 500 block of South Tower 
Avenue was reported just after 9 
a.m. on July 19.

LEWIS COUNTY JAIL STATISTICS
As of Wednesday morn-

ing, the Lewis County Jail had
a total system population of 146
inmates, including 128 in the
general population and 18 in the
Work Ethic and Restitution Cen-
ter (WERC). Of general popula-
tion inmates, 104 were reported
male and 24 were reported fe-
male. Of the WERC inmates, 16
were reported male and two were 
reported female.

•••
Sirens are compiled by reporter 

Emily Fitzgerald, who can be reached 
at emily@chronline.com. The Cen-
tralia Police Department can be 
reached at 360-330-7680, the Cheha-
lis Police Department can be reached 
at 360-748-8605 and the Morton 
Police Department can be reached at 
360-496-6636. If you were a victim
of physical or sexual abuse, domes-
tic violence or sexual assault, call
Hope Alliance at 360-748-6601 or
the Youth Advocacy Center of Lewis
County at 360-623-1990.

By The Oregonian

In a huge blow to prosecu-
tors, a Multnomah County judge 
swiftly ended the trial of Patriot 
Prayer leader Joey Gibson and 
one of his compatriots Tuesday, 
ruling the state failed to provide 
sufficient evidence that either 

man had committed the crime 
of riot during a brawl outside a 
Portland bar in 2019.

Circuit Judge Benjamin Souede 
acquitted Gibson, 38, and Russell 
Schultz, 52, after the state rested its 
case, finding that no reasonable ju-
ror could convict the two based on 

the evidence presented.
“I am somewhat bewildered 

that the state has driven the case 
to this point,” Souede said. “As 
an institution, the district at-
torney’s office’s decision to push 
this case to trial is surprising, 
given the state of the evidence.”

Patriot Prayer Leader Joey Gibson Acquitted on Riot Charge in 2019 Brawl
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While critics contend the U.S. 
Supreme Court decision limit-
ing how the nation’s main anti-
air pollution law can be used to 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions 
from power plants was a “gut 
punch,” it 
wasn’t.  The 
court appro-
priately threw 
the ball back 
to Congress to 
rectify.

By a 6-3 
vote, the Su-
preme Court 
said the federal 
Clean Air Act 
does not give the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) broad 
authority to regulate greenhouse 
gas emissions from power plants 
that contribute to global warming.  

Chief Justice John Roberts 
wrote that Congress must speak 
clearly on this subject. A decision 
of such magnitude and conse-
quence rests with Congress itself.

In 1970, President Richard 
Nixon, a Republican, and Demo-
crats who controlled Congress, 
created the EPA to enforce new 
air, water and hazardous waste 
laws.  Since then, the EPA has 
gradually extended its authority 
and reached a point where the 
Supreme Court said it is time for 
Congress to reassert itself. 

That’s a wise move. It is time 
those elected by voters weigh in.

In the early 1970s when the 
Clean Air Act was enacted, I 
was a congressional press aide 
for a Montana congressman in 
Washington, D.C., and carefully 
watched the debates over juris-
diction.   Specifically, Congress 
was wrestling with limits of EPA 
authority. 

In those days, the air quality 
issue was “acid rain.”  Midwest-
ern and Atlantic coast coal-fired 
power plants were burning high-
sulfur Appalachian coal. Previ-

ously, power companies had 
heightened their “smoke stacks” 
to disperse the pollutants higher 
into the atmosphere.  Unfortu-
nately, rainfall in northeastern 
forests became more acidic and 
trees were dying. 

The Clean Air Act also ap-
plied to western copper smelters 
only under a specific set of regu-
lations.  Those facilities were not 
only emitting sulfur, but arsenic 
and heavy metals.  

In western Montana, our 
congressional district, smelt-
ers in Anaconda, Helena and 
Great Falls, contaminated farm 
lands, woods and streams. The 
ASARCO smelter in Rustin was 
a unique problem because it was 
located in densely populated Ta-
coma.  It also was contaminating 
Puget Sound waters.  Through 
strict emissions requirements, 
smelters were required to capture 
pollutants before releasing emis-
sions back into the atmosphere.   
When the price of copper and 

other metals made it impossible to 
operate, the smelters were closed, 
razed and the site clean-up com-
menced.  But again, the smelter-
owners were addressing specific 
EPA rules. So what’s next?  

First, Congress needs to reas-
sert itself.   It needs to look at 
environmental legislation and 
establish policies under which 
EPA has clear authority.

Second, air pollution is more 
than eliminating coal-fired 
power plants. In fact, tailpipe 
emissions from cars, trucks and 
buses account for over one-fifth 
of the United States’ total global 
warming pollution. 

Third, Congress must con-
sider how countries, such as Chi-
na and India, are contributing to 
CO2 emissions from coal-fired 
power plants.  Pollution knows 
no international boundaries.  

Most of the world’s existing 
coal-fired power generation is 
in emerging and developing 
economies. Roughly 60% of the 

electricity generated in China, 
India and Indonesia is from 
coal. Similarly, almost 90% of 
the new coal power plants being 
developed worldwide are also in 
emerging and developing econo-
mies, mostly in Asia.

With the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, countries such as Ger-
many, are resorting to reopening 
coal-fired power plants.  The 
Germans have little choice. 

The bottom line is our coun-
try cannot act in a vacuum.  

It is not as if we’re starting 
from scratch.  EPA summarized 
it best in its 50-year report: 

“From 1970 to 2019, emissions of 
six key pollutants have dropped 
77%, while the economy has 
grown 285% — proving that 
clean air policies and a robust 
economy can go hand in hand.”

It’s time for a thorough re-
examination.

•••
Don C. Brunell is a business ana-

lyst, writer and columnist. 

It’s Time for Congress to Finally Reassert Itself 
Commentary

All my life I’ve been under 
the impression that old age was 
something that slowly crept on 
you when, possibly, your back was 
turned. 

It was supposed to be like 
wanting to sleep an extra 10 or 15 
minutes before throwing off the 
covers and reaching for fresh un-
derwear. 

It wasn’t supposed to smash 
you in the face 
with anything wet 
or unpleasant. 

If you’ve been 
following these 
scribblings of 
mine for the past 
five or six months, 
you’ll have al-
ready become 
aware that one 
darned thing after 
another has destroyed the peace, 
the good health and, certainly, 
the wealth of this nonagenar-
ian — starting from just about the 
same time that the big ball hit the 
ground in New York City at the 
beginning of 2022.         

A short list includes tripping on 
some concrete and falling face first 
onto a small portion of Centra-
lia’s Main Street, being diagnosed 
with “the virus” even though I’d 
had three shots to prevent such 
an event and then tripping onto 
concrete once again (backwards, 
this time) which resulted in some 
unpleasant and painful damage to 
both arms and elbows. 

But then did I mention that 
I’m 94 years old? Oh, I guess I 
have, many times recently — if my 
memory works. All I can think of 
to ask is, “Where are the Guardian 
Angels when you need one?”

That question could have 
been safely asked about midway 
through last week. 

I fell again. 
My mission for the day was 

to clear off all the ivy shoots and 
blackberry bushes that had been 
creeping through the fence that 
divides my back yard from a field 
of them. My plan of action was 
simple: try to reach through small 
cracks and cut the invading speci-
mens as far from the back side of 
the fence as I could. 

The previous resident of my 
domicile had used large rocks — 
almost small boulders in some 
locations — to form a slightly 
raised bin of native plants. It was 
one of those rocks that apparently 

reached out and grabbed the toe of 
my boot, causing an unexpected 
connection between me and solid 
ground. One foot was twisted and 
folded underneath my body, caus-
ing a sharp pain in my ankle.

My first thought was, “Here I 
go to the emergency room again!” 
My second thought was, “No! 
I’ve already been there too many 
times this year. I’ll suffer my way 
through in the manner that a 
former paratrooper would be ex-
pected to.” 

A good friend whose occupa-
tion was once that of a nurse 
guided me through what I should 
do to ease the pain and quicken 
the healing, a procedure that 
eventually brought me back to my 
previous status of an old man who 
should have known better.

But is that progress?
Other than that, life goes on 

and I still hope to be able to trans-
fer my kayak from its cradle to the 
top of my Jeep and get it wet a few 
times this summer. We’ll see.

On a less personal subject, 
there seems to be some conflicts 
in the Port of Centralia lately, but 
then, that’s been the situation 
from almost the beginning of that 
body. 

I’d given a lot of thought to-
ward filing for a vacancy at the last 
election, but eventually decided 
against it, based mainly on my 
hearing problems in areas where 
sound seems to bounce around 
and become muddled, like in 
closed rooms. 

I now wish I’d been thinking of 
what’s best for the community in-
stead of what’s best for the ego. I’ve 
often mentioned my feelings on 
the premise that “bigger is better.” 
My conclusion is that it isn’t, or at 
least it seldom is. 

In the case of a community, it 
usually only increases the need 
for more schools and more law 
enforcement while also increasing 
the cost of owning a home and 
driving behind more cars and try-
ing to find parking spaces closer to 
our destination. 

We citizens need to pay at-
tention to decisions being made 
that may impact what has been 
our “normal” way of life — even if 
some of us are 94.

•••
Bill Moeller is a former entertainer, 

mayor, bookstore owner, city council 
member, paratrooper and pilot liv-
ing in Centralia. He can be reached at 
bookmaven321@comcast.net.

By Bill Moeller

Life Goes On — So 
Let’s Have a Summer

COMMENTARY:  I Was Just Thinking ...

By Don C. Brunell
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Letters to the Editor
Vote to Allow Bhagwandin to 
Continue Caring for Lewis County

As East Lewis County residents and former 
voters for Gary Stamper, we support Harry O. 
Bhagwandin for Lewis County commissioner in 
District 3. As per the voter's pamphlet, he shows 
the most already achieved accomplishments in 
caring for our county.

As the founding President of Onalaska Al-
liance, he focused on tourism and economic 
development in rural areas. He has 23 years of 
experience in salmon recovery.

He was a program administrator for the 
Washington Department of Natural Resources.

He brought back state and federal tax dollars 
to benefit local communities.

He managed multi-million dollar budgets for 
Washington residents with accountability.

He’s a timber and agriculture property 
owner.

He’s the father of four children raised in 
Onalaska with a loving wife of more than 40 
years.

He is our choice to continue his work, caring 
for Lewis County.

Lance and Judith Nowland
Randle

Mollycoddled Firearm Thieves Are 
the Problem, Not Legal Gun Owners

Regarding your recent article titled “Two 
Suspects Arrested for Allegedly Stealing Nine 
Firearms From an Onalaska Residence”:

This is how illegal firearms end up in the 
hands of criminals.

They should not be allowed to down plea 
firearm theft and should be given minimum 
two years in jail.

They are the ones that supply guns used in 
murders and mayhem and should be made ex-
amples of.

Judges and prosecutors should realize that 
mollycoddled firearm thieves are the problem, 
not legal gun owners.

Chris Vanasse
Pierce County

Heidi St. John Showed Lack of 
Integrity in Reversal of Trump 
Endorsement Claim 

Regarding Mr. Mosier's July 18 letter in The 
Chronicle. 

Nothing anyone can say, do or allege can 
take away the significance of the fact that Heidi 
St. John voluntarily, publicly, entered into an 
agreement with other candidates to drop out 
of the race and support the candidate President 
Trump chose to endorse for Congress.

That candidate turned out to be Joe Kent.
Heidi immediately broke her promise, claim-

ing she didn't have all the information when she 
entered into the agreement.

Since then she has descended into even more 
dishonesty, flinging unfounded accusations 
against Joe Kent.

Then when glossy mailers appeared in mail-

boxes, displaying her and President Trump side 
by side as if she is supported by Trump, Heidi 
denies any connection with the mailing.

This campaign is not a referendum on Chris-
tianity or a contest to determine who is the best 
Christian, though I am aware that Heidi uses 
church connections to appeal to voters on that 
basis.

Joe Kent is in a contest to become our next 
Congressman.

I know him.
I trust him.
He abides by his agreements.
Heidi has proven that her desire to win 

drives her to break promises and make dishon-
est accusations.

I do not want another betrayer like Jaime in 
office.

I want someone who will truthfully and loy-
ally represent me.

That is Joe Kent.
Now Heidi is denying that she ever entered 

into an agreement to drop out of the race and 
support the candidate President Trump would 
endorse.

There is video of it, with Heidi laughing 
and saying that the Trump-endorsed candidate 
would "suck all the oxygen out of the room."

Joe Kent knows that when you make a public 
promise, you keep it.

Having served 11 tours in mideast hot zones 
and worked at high levels in military intelli-
gence, Joe Kent has a thorough understanding 
of the threats facing America, including those 
posed by islamic, communist and socialist na-
tions.

This does not stop Heidi from wildly accus-
ing Joe Kent of being a 'socialist,' and attempt-
ing to justify her oath-breaking when she was 
shocked that she did not get President Trump's 
endorsement and Joe Kent did.

She can't justify breaking her public promise 
to drop out of the race, so she flings accusations.

Her behavior is appalling.
I am amazed that she takes time out of her 

campaign to focus on people like me who are 
not candidates.

Even if she could silence us, there are just too 
many holes in the dam of her integrity.

It is collapsing, and she blew the first hole in 
it.

Bob Larimer 
Clark County 

Employers Help Build Strong 
Economy by Offering Health Care

When a job provides health care insurance, 
it ensures their employees can seek preventive 
care to stay well and also protects individuals 
and families against high medical costs if they 
are injured or become severely ill.

Employer-provided coverage remains the 
best way to empower individuals, help business-
es stay competitive and help the overall develop-
ment of our communities.

By helping employees live their healthiest 
lives, employers help build a strong economy 
and attract and retain the best talent to their 
workforce.

Josh Martin 
Grays Harbor County
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By Matthew Zylstra

matthew@chronline.com

When Tammie Krist was 
looking for a place to set up her 
French Toast & Co. Mercantile 
store one year ago, as an Olym-
pia resident, she didn’t have any 
connections to the Centralia 
area. But when she saw her pres-
ent location on South Tower Av-
enue, she knew she wanted to set 
up shop there. 

“I saw pictures of the inside 
and just thought, ‘I could do 
something with that,’” Krist said. 

“When I saw the building, I fell in 
love. That’s kind of when I knew 
this is where I wanted to be.”

Setting up in a new place, 
Krist didn’t know what to ex-
pect. She said she’d heard about 
a lot of festivities in Centralia but 
didn’t know much else about the 
town. So when it came time to 
open, she was surprised by the 
welcome she received. 

“People we didn’t know just 
came in and welcomed us and 
brought us flowers,” Krist said, 
reflecting back during her store’s 
one-year anniversary celebration 
on Saturday.

Krist opened her vintage 
store one year ago in an old 
building on South Tower Avenue, 
next to a Lewis County Coffee 
Company stand. She said she’s 
enjoyed building her business in 
a new space. 

“It’s been cool how you can 
take an empty space and have 
your imagination and make it 
something amazing,” Krist said.

Krist, who has been a vendor 
in the vintage market for many 
years, said the name of her store 
comes from her childhood and 
the traditions she carried on from 
her mom with her own children. 
She explained how French toast 
was her favorite breakfast her 
mom made for her growing up 
and how she made French toast 
for her daughters and grandson. 

Krist told The Chronicle the 
reference to French toast in her 
business name represents her 
desire to care for and support 
others and create a place where 
women can come and have a 
community where they can buy 

“the sorts of things women love.” 
Krist said her favorite thing 

about her business is the com-
munity she’s helped create.

“I love how people come in 
and you create these relation-
ships and friendships and people 

meet each other in here. It’s like 
a home away from home,” Krist 
said. “Once people get to know 
each other in here, it just creates 
this kind of community.”

For Krist, opening up a 
store would allow her to use her 
knowledge of the vintage market 
to advance her desire to support 
others.

“When you have gifts you 
want to be able to use them,” 
Krist said. “This just seemed 
like the next step. It’s been kind 
of like a dream that’s flourished 
into this.”

Krist sources the vintage 
goods she sells from all around 
the western U.S., from Idaho to 
California. She explained her se-
lection of vintage items is focused 
on the sorts of “vintage home de-
cor” folks want in their homes. 

Krist said she changes the 
arrangement of her store every 
month.

“We change things out with 
the seasons to get a different look. 
We try to give people a visual 
of how to decorate,” said Krist, 
whose daughters, Amberly and 
Staci, assist her with her business, 

which she described as a “family 
adventure.”

A year since French Toast’s 
opening, while Krist has received 
a warm welcome and helped 
build a community, her store has 
faced some challenges, primarily 
getting their name out.

“We’re on South Tower Avenue, 
away from the hubbub, so the dif-
ficulty has been getting people to 
know us,” Krist said. “Some peo-
ple just go along and don’t even 
know this nugget is here.”

Krist told The Chronicle the 
difficulties of being a new small 

business, like the ones French 
Toast has experienced, are why 
she goes out of her way to sup-
port other business owners.

“The vendors that are here 
(at our anniversary celebration) 
are all small businesses, so we 
love to support other businesses.” 
Krist said. “We invited all those 
vendors here because we’ve got-
ten to know them and it’s nice to 
be able to help them. It all goes 
back to small businesses rally-
ing around each other to support 
and encourage one another.” 

She said getting to know 
other small business owners and 
supporting them has been part of 
building her business’ commu-
nity. For Krist, getting to know 
other female entrepreneurs and 
working with them has been a 
meaningful experience.

“We just met these gals who 
started small businesses, to see 
what they’ve done and what 
they’re doing is amazing,” Krist 
told The Chronicle. “And that’s 
their journey so that becomes 
part of my journey.” 

In explaining her dream for 
her store, Krist emphasized the 
process of creating a business.

“I want to grow to say that I 
made something from scratch. 
To see something that was noth-
ing become something,” she said.

Krist offered her appreciation 
to the community for its support.

“We really appreciate the 
community that welcomed us, 
encouraged us and prayed for us. 
And I want to say we should sup-
port small businesses in the area,” 
Krist said.

French Toast & Co. Mercan-
tile opens for a couple of days 
once a month. Upcoming dates 
the store will be open are Sept. 
9 and 10, Oct. 14 and 15, Nov. 4 
and 5 and Dec. 2 through Dec. 
4. On Fridays, it is open from 2 
to 6 p.m. and on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. A special tick-
eted event will be held on Nov. 25 
with hours to be announced at a 
later date. 

 Courtesy Photo

French Toast and Co. Mercantile owner Tammie Krist, left, celebrates her business' one year anniversary on Saturday with her 
daughters Staci, middle, and Amberly.

FRENCH TOAST & CO. 
MERCANTILE

Location: 404 S. Tower Ave.
Website: frenchtoastandco.

mercantile@gmail.com 
Facebook: @

frenchtoastandcomercantile

French Toast & Co. Mercantile Brings a Vintage Touch to 
Downtown Centralia, Celebrates One-Year Anniversary

1905 JOHNSON RD, CENTRALIA     360-736-0564

HIGH-FLYING DEALS ON

#1 CANNABIS STORE
#1 CANNABIS STORE

IN LEWIS COUNTY
IN LEWIS COUNTY

A STORE UNLIKE 
A STORE UNLIKE ANY OTHER!

ANY OTHER!

C
H
616748cs.kc

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, 
and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this product. There may be health risks 

associated with this product. For use by adults 21 years and older. Keep out of reach of children.

News in Brief
Washington Hospital 
Leaders Call on 
State to Help With 
'Unprecedented' 
Capacity Crisis
By The Spokesman-Review

OLYMPIA — The Washing-
ton State Hospital Association is 
asking the state for help in ad-
dressing "unprecedented" capac-
ity issues at hospitals.

Many hospitals statewide, in-
cluding most on the west side, are 
over 100% capacity. Although 
hospitals in Eastern Washington 
have not reached the same lev-
els yet, hospital leaders say they 
could soon, with many currently 
around 95% capacity.

The issue isn't COVID-19, at 
least not directly. What's causing 
the backup is a mixture of lack of 
staff and available beds and the 
continued challenge to transi-
tion patients into long-term care 
facilities. Current guardianship 
law in Washington requires a 
family member with legal guard-
ianship to sign off before moving 
a patient out of a hospital. If no 
family member is available, the 
patient can use a court-appoint-
ed guardian, but that can take 
time as there are only so many 
guardians available in the state.

"We have solutions that we 
know will decant the system, 
and we need to make sure those 
strategies are being deployed as 
quickly as they can be," said Taya 
Briley, the association's executive 
vice president.

The hospital association is 
again urging the state govern-
ment to change guardianship 
requirements for those needing 

to move to long-term care, fund 
bed readiness programs state-
wide, expand rapid response 
teams for long-term care fa-
cilities and increase support for 
child and adult respite services.

Briley said there are indica-
tions that progress may be made 
on the capacity issues "in the 
days and weeks ahead."

Mike Faulk, spokesman for 
Gov. Jay Inslee's office, said ad-
ditional steps to address capacity 
will likely take legislative action.

"The governor's office has 
been working on a number of 
these issues for a long time," 
Faulk wrote in an email.

He said the governor's office 
is actively engaged with legisla-
tors on the issue of bed readiness, 
incentives for discharging chal-
lenging patients and rapid re-
sponse teams. He said their data 
does not point to a lack of guard-
ianship as a significant barrier.

While the problem is not di-
rectly linked to COVID, already 
full hospitals are not helped by 
an increase of COVID cases, 
said Dr. Steve Mitchell, medi-
cal director of the Washington 
Medical Coordination Center.

"Many of our hospitals, espe-
cially on the West Side, are more 
strained today than really at any 
other point since the pandemic 
began," Mitchell said.

When large hospitals in the 
state experience overcapacity, it 
hurts rural hospitals because 
their patients can't be trans-
ferred to larger hospitals, Mitch-
ell said.

Though there is some CO-
VID-19 element, Dr. David 
O'Brien, at MultiCare South 
Sound Region, said it's mostly 
caused by a demand for general 
medical care and a lack of beds 

and staff for those people.
Many hospitals have patients 

they could discharge to long-
term care facilities or adult fam-
ily homes but cannot because 
finding a guardian for patients 
can take time.

Kristy Carrington, regional 
chief nursing officer at Provi-
dence Swedish, said about 17% of 
their patients  no longer require 
hospital care but can't be trans-
ferred to a long-term care facility.

The hospital association has 
continued to ask the state to 
change  its interpretation of the 
guardianship law to allow family 
members who are not guardians to 
make decisions, which could make 
the process move more quickly.

"We are unique in the nation 
in taking this position," Briley 
said. "And we are feeling that pain 

across our health care system."
The change in the guardian-

ship process could come from 
the state reviewing legal brief-
ings and changing its interpreta-
tion, or it could mean a legisla-
tive change, which likely couldn't 
happen until the Legislature is 
back in session in January.

The hospital association sup-
ported a bill last session that 
would have eased the guardian-
ship process some, but it did not 
pass.

In January, Inslee said he 
did not have the authority alone 
to change the law. Instead, he 
brought in another 75 guardians 
to help patients who may need 
someone to sign off to their mov-
ing to a different facility.

In addition to the guardian-
ship issue, both hospitals and 

long-term care facilities are ex-
periencing staffing shortages 
and a lack of funding, making it 
harder to transition patients to 
those facilities.

The state hospital associa-
tion is asking for funding  to al-
low  hospitals and long-term care 
facilities to stand up programs  
to help patients who need long-
term care beds.

It helps the post-acute care fa-
cilities get a bit more reimburse-
ment for patients that need a bit 
more help, Briley said.

The association is also ask-
ing the state to expand rapid 
response teams to help provide 
extra staffing to long-term care 
facilities, which Briley said have 
experienced significant staffing 
challenges exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
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By The Chronicle staff

Sheryl Hall is a Packwood 
resident and leader of the Gif-
ford Pinchot Trash Force, a vol-
unteer group that cleans up litter 
in the most spacious of public 
lands in Lewis County.

After a recent update on the 
High Rock lookout restoration 
in Randle included reports of 
vandalism, Hall was compelled 
to share a message on littering.

“I know anything we do 
doesn't really touch the ones we 
need but on recent litter clean-
up events, the pattern is often 
the same,” she said.

Hall said whether folks are 
on Forest Service roads, on 
backroads, in the backcoun-
try or just off the highway, the 
message is the same: littering or 
dumping of any kind of waste is 
illegal. Bottles or cans especially 
should never be thrown into 
fires. They will not burn and 
will instead be left behind to ac-
cumulate with other trash.

“Do not throw litter, garbage 
or solid waste over embank-
ments thinking they are hidden. 
They are not and it is illegal, un-
safe and a larger issue for those 
coming behind to clean as vol-
unteers,” Hall said.

Learn more about the Gif-
ford Pinchot Trash Force by vis-
iting its page on Facebook. 

Gifford Pinchot Trash Force Reminds All: Littering and Dumping Is Illegal, Unsafe

The Gifford 
Pinchot 
Trash Force 
provided 
this photo-
graph of a 
scene left 
behind by 
campers 
that was dis-
covered by 
volunteers 
during 
a recent 
cleanup 
event.

LIMITED TIME ONLY

DRIVEWAYS I WALKWAYS I PATIOS I RETAINING WALLS I TURF
Get a Free Estimate at www.StabuiltPavers.com or call (360)338-0533

Free Outdoor Fire Pit 
Quote in Chehalis

C
H

616857

Immediate Openings  
Full-time & Part-time available
Evening & graveyard shifts, Must 

be 18 years old, Clean background, 
Able to pass a drug test, location in 

Centralia & Chehalis. 

Send resume to:  
Westwashmp@yahoo.com or mail resume 

to PO BOX 1736, Centralia WA 98531

SECURITY GUARDS  
FOR HIRE 

CH616907

News in Brief
Applications Open for 
Little Miss Friendly 
to Determine Official 
Hostess of Southwest 
Washington Fair
By The Chronicle staff

The Southwest Washington 
Fair is returning on Aug. 16 and 
applications are open for the Lit-
tle Miss Friendly program. 

Applications are available 
at https://southwestwashing-
tonfair.org/events/little-miss-
friendly and must be submitted 
by July 29 at 5 p.m. 

Little Miss Friendly serves 

as the official hostess and living 
logo of the Southwest Washing-
ton Fair. 

The Little Miss Friendly 
program was started in 1968 to 
help market the fair and show-
case how “friendliness” defined 
Southwest Washington.

A contest is held each sum-
mer at the Southwest Wash-
ington Fair to select Little Miss 
Friendly. 

The contest is open to girls 8 
to 10 years old. 

The 2022 Little Miss Friendly 
will spend six days greeting visi-
tors at the fair and promoting 
the event. 

During the remainder of 
her year-long reign, Little Miss 

Friendly will attend “parades, 
coronations, teas and many 
other events as the official rep-
resentative of the Southwest 
Washington Fair,” according to 
a news release.

For more information, con-
tact the fair office at 360-740-
1495 or stop by the office at 1909 
S. Gold St. in Centralia.

Washington Tribes 
to Get $50 Million to 
Restore Puget Sound
By The Seattle Times

Tribes in Western Wash-
ington will receive $50 million 

in federal funding from the 
infrastructure bill, effectively 
doubling support for restora-
tion and protection of Puget 
Sound.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency announced Tuesday 
in Sequim  that it will give the 
money over the next five years 
to the Northwest Indian Fisher-
ies Commission, which supports 
20 treaty tribes.

Previously, the EPA pro-
vided the commission with $50 
million over 10 years to sup-
port habitat restoration, infra-
structure updates, water quality, 
commercial fisheries, flood pro-
tection and climate resiliency.

“For too long, the federal gov-
ernment has failed to live up to 
its trust and treaty responsibili-
ties — and persistently failed to 
provide the federal funding 
needed to invest in the infra-
structure our tribal communi-
ties need,” said U.S. Rep. Derek 
Kilmer, D-Gig Harbor, in a 
statement.

Projects that will benefit in-
clude the restoration, conserva-
tion and monitoring of Sequim 
Bay, the Dungeness River flood 
plain, Chambers Creek, Lum-
mi Bay and  the Nooksack and 
Skokomish rivers.

The funding — $7.5 million 
as a down payment for up to 
$50 million — was announced 

by Casey Sixkiller, EPA regional 
administrator for District 10, 
who was appointed  in May by 
President Joe Biden.

Sixkiller, an enrolled citizen of 
the Cherokee Nation, is respon-
sible for implementing the Biden 
administration’s climate agenda 
in Washington, Oregon, Alaska, 
Idaho and 271 tribal nations.

“This funding made possible 
by the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law ensures that this region’s 
tribes — the original stewards of 
Puget Sound — will continue to 
lead our joint efforts to restore 
and protect these waters for fu-
ture generations,” Sixkiller said 
Tuesday.

The infrastructure law, 
which the president signed last 
November, authorizes more 
than $100 billion for federal 
public transportation programs 
nationwide.

“All of the tribes eligible for 
this funding depend on Puget 
Sound fish and shellfish for 
subsistence, ceremony and com-
merce,” Northwest Indian Fish-
eries Commission Chairman 
Ed Johnston said Tuesday. “We 
are deeply concerned by the 
threat of climate change to our 
usual and accustomed areas and 
treaty-protected rights. Our eco-
nomic and cultural well-being is 
directly linked to the health of 
our homelands.”
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30% 

OFF

1757 N NATIONAL AVE. 
CHEHALIS, WA 98532

360-748-3337 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY-SATURDAY: 9:00-7:00 | SUNDAY: 9:00-5:30
Selection and availability may vary by location.  Items are limited to stock on hand.  Due to product updates some items may differ slightly from image shown.  Typos and item description errors 
may occur and are subject to correction.  No sales to dealers.  We reserve the right to limit.  Additional restrictions and / or exclusions may apply.

Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022

It’sIt’s Time To  Time To CAMP!CAMP!
Get Dirty, Get Outdoors!Get Dirty, Get Outdoors!

• Sleeping Bags
• Chairs
• Pop-up Tents
• Stoves
• Lanterns

• Mummy Bags • Backpacking Bags
• Oversize Bags  & More

• Keeps Ice 
Cold For 
10 Days

• Strong And 
Versatile

• 2 Lounge Chairs W/Table
• Powder Coated Steel Frame
• Durable Oxford Fabric
• Adjustable Locking Position

ALL Kuma Outdoor Gear

ALL Blue Coolers!

20% 

OFF

30% 

OFF

ALL  
Sleeping Bags

• Straight Leg

• Provides 100 Sq. Ft. of Shade

• Includes Side Wall And Weights

10x10 Gazebo With 10x10 Gazebo With 
Walls & WeightsWalls & Weights

World Famous SportsWorld Famous Sports

$7999
Regular Price $119.99

4 Pc. Enamel Mug Set
• Enamel Steel Material
• Lightweight And Easy 

To Clean

$999
Regular Price $12.99

Caddis Sports
1 lb. Propane Cylinder

• Fits Most Portable 
Appliances, Grills And 
Lanterns

$699
Regular Price $7.99

Coleman

8 Oz. Butane Fuel Day Hike First Aid Kit• High-Performance 
Gas Mixture Leaves 
No Residue

• CRV Pressure Release 
Venting 

• Explosion Proof Triple-
Seamed Structure

• Clear, Labeled 
Pockets And 
Elastic Loops 
Make It Easy 
To Quickly Find 
What You Need

$199 $1099

$1499
$4499

$$74749999

Regular Price $2.99
Regular Price $14.99

Regular Price $18.99

Regular Price 
$59.99

Regular 
Price 
$29.97

Regular Price 
$89.99

Eureka
HartSolar Shower

Rechargeable Lantern

Challenger 2

• Can Heat Up The Full Container To 
100f In 2.5 Hrs Using Only The Sun

• High Water Pressure
• Kink Resistant Hose

• 4 Hr Charge Time
• Up To 1000 Lumens
•  1.75-150 Hours Run Time 

• 3 Air Chambers
• Includes: Two 48 

Inch French Oars, 
One Pair Of Welded 
Oar Locks

• 2 Air Chambers 
•  Grab Rope On Bow, Inflatable 

Floor, Welded Oar Locks

• High Carbon 
Stainless 
Steel, 

• G10 Grip• Assorted Colors 
Blue, Orange, Pink

• EVA Split Grips

$1499

$2999

Regular Price $19.99

Regular Price $39.99

Reliance

LuxPro

Intex

Aluminum Twist Lock 
Trekking Pole

Lounge Combo

• Shaft Material Aluminum
• Grip Material Eva
• Twist Lock Mechanism

$1799

$6999

Regular Price $22.99

Regular Price $129.99

Cascade Mountain 

Explorer 300 

Folding 
Knife

Amphibian
Spin Combo

Coon Shrimp
In Stock!!

IntexIntex

SchradeSchrade

ShakespeareShakespeare

READYWISE
FOOD

20% OFF

World Famous Sports

$999

Come see 
our large 

selection of 
tents!
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• Includes A 
Recipe Book

• Canning Rack
• Doubles As A 

Water Canner

• Great For Making 
Homemade 
Snacks and 
Jerky 

• Includes: Clean 
Screen, Fruit 
And Roll Sheets, 
Jerky Seasoning 
And Cure

23 Quart 23 Quart 
Pressure CookerPressure Cooker

NescoNesco
Garden Master Pro DehydratorGarden Master Pro Dehydrator

$$1491499999
Regular Price $189.99 $$1341349999

Regular Price $169.99

1757 N NATIONAL AVE. 
CHEHALIS, WA 98532

360-748-3337 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY-SATURDAY: 9:00-7:00 | SUNDAY: 9:00-5:30
Selection and availability may vary by location.  Items are limited to stock on hand.  Due to product updates some items may differ slightly from image shown.  Typos and item description errors 
may occur and are subject to correction.  No sales to dealers.  We reserve the right to limit.  Additional restrictions and / or exclusions may apply.

Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022

We Are Your Canning We Are Your Canning 
Headquarters!Headquarters!

JARS • LIDS • TOOLSJARS • LIDS • TOOLS
Our Two Lumps Of  Sugar Jars & Lids are Our Two Lumps Of  Sugar Jars & Lids are 

interchangeable with all brands of canning supplies!interchangeable with all brands of canning supplies!

Ball Fresh Tech

• Non-Stick Pot

• Heavy Duty Lid

• Makes Jam in 
30 Minutes

Jam & Jelly 
Maker

$11999
Regular Price $139.99

Victorio

• Aluminum Lid 

• Steam Juicing Is The 
Quickest And Most 
Effective Method For 
Extracting Pure Juice 
From Fruits

6 Quart 
Steam Juicer

$5999
Regular Price $76.99

Roots & Harvest

• Aluminum 
construction cuts 
preheating time in half

• Temperature Indicator

7 Quart Steam Canner

$3999
Regular Price $49.99

FREE PRESSURE GAUGE TESTING JULY 23 • 10-2:00FREE PRESSURE GAUGE TESTING JULY 23 • 10-2:00

• Fully Collapsible, 
Food Grade, Over The 
Sink Colander

10 Piece Kitchen Set
Purple Chef

$3299
Regular Price $39.99

•Stainless Steel
• 3 Plates
• Mincer

Food Mill
Norpro

$1099
Regular Price $14.99

• Glass 

•Made In Italy

Carbouy
5 Gallon 

$3699
Regular Price $49.99

• Easy To Clean 
• Adjustable Temp.
• Light Weight

Double Electric Burner
Brentwood

$2099
Regular Price $26.99

• Great for Apple & 
Tomato Sauces

• Stainless Steel 
Screens

• Large Hopper And 
Food Pusher

Johnny  Apple Sauce Maker
Victorio

$5499
Regular Price $69.99

• Peel, Core 
and Slice 
Apples 
Easily

• Suction 
Cup Base

Apple PeelerApple Peeler
LEM

$2299
Regular Price $29.99

• 1000 Watts
• Easy To Clean
• Adjustable Temp.

• 5% Acid Distilled White Vinegar
• Great for Pickling And Canning

Double Electric BurnerVinegar
BrentwoodMrs. Wages

$1099$399

Regular Price $14.99
Regular Price $4.99

1757 N NATIONAL AVE. 
CHEHALIS, WA 98532

360-748-3337 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY-SATURDAY: 9:00-7:00 | SUNDAY: 9:00-5:30
Selection and availability may vary by location.  Items are limited to stock on hand.  Due to product updates some items may differ slightly from image shown.  Typos and item description errors 
may occur and are subject to correction.  No sales to dealers.  We reserve the right to limit.  Additional restrictions and / or exclusions may apply.

Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022

Lawn & Garden SuppliesGet Your Garden On!Get Your Garden On!

• Grows Plants Twice 
As Big

• Feeds Up To 6 Months
• For Indoor And 

Outdoor Plants

Potting Mix 1 cu ft

• Hanging Baskets...$19.99• Hanging Baskets...$19.99

 • Perennials • Perennials

•Annuals•Annuals

• Shrubs• Shrubs

• Color Bowls• Color Bowls

• House Plants• House Plants
$749

Regular Price $9.99

• 8 Quart
• Enriched With 

Miracle-Gro Plant 
Food

Seed Start Mix
Miracle-Gro

$399
Regular Price $6.99

• Up To 2x More 
Powerful Dandelion 
And Clover Control

•  Clears Out Dandelions 
And Clover

•  Thicken Lawns And 
Crowd Out Weeds

5M Turf Builder  
w/ Weed control

$2399
Regular Price $29.99

• 3-In-1 Turf Builder 
Triple Action Kills 
Weeds

• Prevents Crabgrass, 
And Fertilizes, 
Prevents Crabgrass 
For 4 Months

4M Turf Builder  
Triple Action

$3199
Regular Price $39.99

   • 8 Lumens
   • Dark Brown
• Stainless Steel Finish With 

Hammered Glass Lens
• Automatically Comes On At Dusk
• Runs Up To 8 Hours On 1 

Rechargeable “AA” 800 Mah Nimh 
Battery

4 Pack Solar LED  
Path Light

$1299
Regular Price $24.99

• 4 Lbs.
• Full Of Essential 

Nutrients
• Feed Every 1-2 Weeks

All Purpose Plant Food
Miracle-Gro

$999
Regular Price $14.99

• 1 Lbs
• Full Of Essential 

Nutrients
• Feed Every 1-2 Weeks

All Purpose Plant Food
Miracle-Gro

$449
Regular Price $6.29

• Starts To Work 
Instantly

• Apply Every 7-14 
Days

4 Lb. Bloom Booster
Miracle-Gro

$1199
Regular Price $14.49

• Starts To Work 
Instantly

• Apply Every 7-14 
Days

1 Lb. Bloom Booster
Miracle-Gro

$449
Regular Price $6.29

•1.5 Lb.
• Instantly Feeds To 

Grow Bigger, More 
Bountiful Vegetables

Tomato Food
Miracle-Gro

$599
Regular Price $9.49

• Instantly Feeds 
Acid-Loving Plants 
For Lush Foliage And 
Beautiful Blooms

Miracid Food
Miracle-Gro

$1199
Regular Price $14.49

ALL LIVE ALL LIVE 
PLANTSPLANTS

Starting at Starting at 
30% O30% OFFFF  

Four Seasons Courtyard

• Curved Front Allows 
Easy Dumping

• Anti-Tilt Legs
• Comfort Grips
• Solid Tire

Wheel Barrow

$9999
Regular Price $109.99

Steel 6 Cubic Foot

• Beautiful Oak Wine 
Barrel Planters, 
Durable Strong And 
Ready For Planting

Wine Barrel 
Planter

$3499
Regular Price $49.99

Real Wood

• 900-Lb Rated Capacity
• 300-Lb Working Load Limit
• Abrasion-Resistant
• Long-Lasting Webbing

4 Pk 1”x10’ Tie Downs

$3499
Regular Price $49.99

Master Mechanic

• Renews Blacktop 
Surfaces

• Fill And Seals Small 
Cracks

Driveway Sealer

$1899
Regular Price $21.99

• 100% Pure Petroleum
• Add To Crankcases, Fuel 

Tanks Or Carburetors

Seafoam

$899
Regular Price $11.99

16 Oz.

• Easy To Clean

• Keep Cool And 
Stay Covered

Pool Filter 
“A”

Cooling 
Gaiter

$299

$749

Regular Price $4.59

Regular Price $15.99

Intex

Mission
• Complete Kit For Maintaining 

And Extending The Life Of Tires

120 V Garage Inflator
Slime

• The Rustic Lattice 
Pattern Is Lined With 
A Steel Mesh, And Is 
Completed With The 
Steel Screen Cover, 
To Hold Jumping 
Embers Inside

Round Steel Fire Pit

$12499
Regular Price $159.99

Crofton 32” 

• Sloped, Curved Front Allows  
     Easy Dumping

• Anti-Tilt Legs
• Comfort Grips, Solid Tire, 
• 19 Gauge Steel, Dual Wheels 

Provide Increased Stability 

Wheel Barrow

$10999
Regular Price $119.99

Steel 6 Cubic Foot

• Medium Duty
• 300 PSI

5/8 x 50 Hose

$1699
Regular Price $24.99

All Seasons

• Medium Duty
• 300 PSI

5/8 x 100 Hose

$2999
Regular Price $39.99

All Seasons

• Pink
• 40 oz.

Watering Can 
Spray Bottle-in-1

$799
Regular Price 

$14.99

Wine Barrel Planter That 
Will Last For Years!

$$59599999 Regular Price 
$109.99
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• Room To Move 
Comfort

•  Durable 
Construction 

• Patented 
Tape Measure 
Reinforcement 
Utility Pocket

Contractor 
Jeans 

$2699
Regular Price $34.97

• 100% Cotton
• Relaxed Fit
• Suspender Buttons
• Utility Pockets

Single Knee 
Dungaree

Denim 
Logger

$1999
Regular Price $26.97

Bigs $2.00 MORE

• Short 
Sleeve

• Two Chest 
Pockets

• Button 
Down

• Cotton/
Poly Blend

• Short 
Sleeve

• 3 Colors 
To Choose 
From

NE Limited
Pocket T-Shirt

Outrageous

$1299

$649

Regular Price $19.97

Regular Price $8.97

• Short Sleeve

• 100% Cotton

• Button Down 

Short Sleeve  
Button Down Shirt

Canyon Guide

$1199
Regular Price $19.97

• Waterproof

• Light Weight

• Square Toe

Rancher WP

$9999
Regular 

Price 
$119.97

•Waterproof 

• Protective Toe

• ASTM Certified

Georgia Boot

$12999
Regular Price 

$149.97

• Water Proof 

• AS7M Certified

• EH Certified

8” Low Heel 
Mens Logger

8” Low Heel 
Mens Logger

Slides, Clogs, 
& Water Shoes

SANDALS • SANDALS • SANDALS

Georgia Boot

$11999

$499

Regular Price 
$139.97

Regular Price $9.97

• 10 Pair

• Crew Or 
Quarter Socks

• With Cushion 
Comfort

Socks
Mossy Oak

$899
Regular 

Price $14.97

1757 N NATIONAL AVE. 
CHEHALIS, WA 98532

360-748-3337 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY-SATURDAY: 9:00-7:00 | SUNDAY: 9:00-5:30
Selection and availability may vary by location.  Items are limited to stock on hand.  Due to product updates some items may differ slightly from image shown.  Typos and item description errors 
may occur and are subject to correction.  No sales to dealers.  We reserve the right to limit.  Additional restrictions and / or exclusions may apply.

Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022

• Relaxed 
Fit

• Canvas 
Cargo

• 11 Inch 
Inseam

Cargo Short
Canvas

• Relaxed 
Fit

• Secure 
Cell Phone 
Pocket

• 11 Inch 
Inseam

• Short 
Sleeve

• Left Side 
Pocket

• Loose Fit

Work Short

Pocket T-Shirt

Canvas

Ladies

For the whole family!For the whole family!
2525%% OFF THE ENTIRE SELECTION OFF THE ENTIRE SELECTION

2020%% OFF  OFF 
THE ENTIRE SELECTIONTHE ENTIRE SELECTION

Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022Sale prices good July 21 - Aug. 3, 2022

Short Sleeve  
Button Down Shirt

Pacific Crest
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By Emily Fitzgerald

emily@chronline.com

Bail has been set at $75,000 
for a Tacoma man who was ar-
rested Sunday when officers 
found over 100 fentanyl pills, 
about 12 grams of heroin, 46.6 
grams of methamphetamine and 
$3,440 in cash during a welfare 
check in a Centralia parking lot. 

Officers with the Centralia 
Police Department contacted the 
vehicle’s driver, Larry Sam Young, 
35, in a parking lot in the 1300 
block of Lum Road following a 
report that “two people (were) 
passed out in a running vehicle,” 
according to court documents. 

Officers knocked on the 
window to wake Young and his 
passenger, at which point Young 
reportedly “attempted to put his 
car in reverse and drive away,” 
according to court documents. 
Young’s vehicle was blocked in by 
the officers’ patrol vehicle. Both 
of the vehicle’s occupants report-

edly had “bloodshot eyes” and 
the passenger reportedly admit-
ted to recently consuming heroin, 
according to court documents. 

Young and his passenger 

then stepped out of the vehicle. 
Officers then reportedly found 
$3,440 in cash on Young’s person 
and “over 100 blue fentanyl pills” 
in a purse Young was carrying, 

according to court documents. 
A K9 officer then arrived 

on scene with K9 Pax, who is 
trained in the detection of con-
trolled substances. Pax “alerted” 

on the vehicle, prompting the of-
ficers to secure a search warrant, 
according to court documents. 

While searching the vehicle, 
officers found 46.6 grams of 
methamphetamine, three “clear 
plastic baggies” containing in to-
tal about 12 grams of heroin and 
a box of unused baggies under 
the seat that were “purportedly 
used for dividing substances into 
smaller user amounts,” accord-
ing to court documents. 

Young was arrested and 
booked into the Lewis County Jail 
just after 6:30 p.m. on July 17. He 
has since been charged with three 
counts of possession of a con-
trolled substance with intent to de-
liver, each of which carries a maxi-
mum penalty of 10 years in prison. 

The passenger in the vehicle 
had not been charged in Lewis 
County Superior Court as of 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Young’s next court appear-
ance is an arraignment hearing 
scheduled for Thursday, July 28.

Tacoma Man Charged After Police Find Fentanyl, 
Meth, Heroin During Welfare Check in Centralia 

Larry Sam Young, 35, of Tacoma, appears virtually in Lewis County Superior Court on Tuesday. 

“Not only are you a risk to community 
safety, you’re a particular risk to this alleged 
victim and you have shown that you cannot                       

follow court orders.” 

Judge Joely Yeager
Lewis County Superior Court

LEWIS COUNTY SUPERIOR 
COURT:  Man Accused 
of Strangling Woman, 
Breaking Her Phone, 
Pushing Her Down Stairs 
By Emily Fitzgerald

emily@chronline.com 

A 21-year-old Chehalis man 
was remanded into custody on 
$150,000 bail Monday afternoon 
following a hearing on domestic 
violence charges in Lewis Coun-
ty Superior Court. 

The man is accused of 
squeezing a woman’s neck, pull-
ing her down a set of stairs and 
breaking her phone following an 
argument on July 15. 

The Chronicle is not releas-
ing the man’s name in order to 
protect the identity of the alleged 
victim. 

The reporting party contact-
ed law enforcement just before 2 
p.m., saying she had received a 
text message from the alleged vic-
tim asking her to call 911 because 

“he’s beating me up,” according to 

court documents. When officers 
arrived at the scene in the 1200 
block of Centralia Avenue, a man 
outside the residence reportedly 
told them “he’s beating the crap 
out of her in there,” according to 
court documents.

The alleged victim later told 
police she and the suspect got 
into an argument at a Chehalis 
residence that ended with the 
man allegedly “grabbing her 
around the neck and squeezing,” 
according to court documents. 
He reportedly stopped when the 
man’s mother “came into the 
room with a baseball bat threat-

ening (the man) with the bat,” 
according to court documents. 
At some point during the argu-
ment, the man allegedly threw 
the victim’s phone on the ground, 
shattering the screen. 

The two eventually ended up 
at the Centralia address, where 
the man reportedly “became 
paranoid the police were look-
ing for him,” according to court 
documents. The alleged victim 
reportedly started crying, which 
prompted the man to alleged-
ly “(get) into her face yelling at 
her to stop crying so the police 
wouldn’t show up,” according 

to court documents. The victim 
said this is when she texted the 
reporting party. After she’d done 
so, the man allegedly “knocked 
her down and pulled her down 
a set of stairs” before fleeing the 
residence, according to court 
documents. 

The officers entered the 
house and saw the alleged vic-
tim had “what appeared to be 
injuries to her body and head,” at 
which point they were advised 
a man “ran outside the back of 
the house, jumped a fence and 
ran from the area,” according to 
court documents. 

Officers located the man a 
short time later, according to 
court documents. He reportedly 

“denied touching (the victim) at 
any time,” according to court 
documents. 

A court administrator set the 
man’s bail at $20,000 following 
the man’s arrest on Friday pend-
ing a preliminary hearing in Lewis 
County Superior Court on Mon-
day. However, the man posted bail 
over the weekend and appeared 
for his hearing out of custody. 

Regarding the $20,000 bail, 

Deputy Prosecutor Scott Jack-
son said Monday, “I don’t believe 
that’s appropriate given the cir-
cumstances so I’m going to ask 
the court to increase it.”

Jackson asked Judge Joely 
Yeager to raise the man’s bail to 
$75,000 due to concerns about 
community safety and the man’s 
warrant history. 

Defense Attorney Rachael 
Tiller cited the man’s return to 
court after his release and his 
assurance that he would follow 
court orders as reasons not to 
raise his bail. 

However, Yeager opted to set 
bail higher than both requests at 
$150,000, citing the man’s domes-
tic violence history, warrant histo-
ry and the fact that he was out on 
bail for an unrelated case when 
this offense allegedly occurred. 

“Not only are you a risk to 
community safety, you’re a par-
ticular risk to this alleged victim 
and you have shown that you 
cannot follow court orders,” Yea-
ger told the man Monday. 

He was remanded into custo-
dy immediately following Mon-
day’s hearing. 
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Chehalis Man Charged for Domestic Violence Jailed on $150,000 Bail on Monday 

News in Brief
Thurston County 
Reports Increase 
of COVID-19 Cases 
as 615 Are Tallied
By The Chronicle staff

Thurston County reported 
615 new COVID-19 cases and no 
deaths during the period of July 
10 through July 17.

The previous week there were 
533 cases reported and 13 deaths 
between July 3 to July 9. 

The health department now 
updates its weekly reports on 
Wednesdays.

Out of the 53,560 total county 
cases reported by July 13, pa-
tients who have recovered or are 
recovering increased to 52,425, 
according to the county health 
department.

As of July 13, the county 
health department reported a to-
tal of 2,549 COVID-related hos-
pitalizations and 410 deaths in 
Thurston County since the start 
of the pandemic.

Health care workers have 
vaccinated 66% of the population 
countywide since the beginning 
of the pandemic, according to 
the Washington State Depart-
ment of Health (DOH).

In neighboring Pierce Coun-
ty, deaths per 100,000 population 
couldn’t be calculated because 
less than 10 people died, and 
new cases were down at 221.5 per 
100,000 population as of July 19, 
according to the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Health Department.

The total number of cases in 
the county reached 217,450 as 
of July 19, with 1,452 deaths, ac-
cording to DOH.

In Washington state, as of 
June 21, there were 1,701,691 
total confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19, a total of 66,993 people 
have been hospitalized because 

of the illness, and 13,434 people 
have died, according to DOH.

Over 14 million vaccine doses 
have been administered in the 
state.

Nationwide, as of July 19, 
there were 89,329,839 total cases 
since the start of the pandemic. 
There were 1,019,210 confirmed 
deaths and 83.3% of Americans 5 
years old and up have at least one 
of the vaccinations, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).

COVID-19 Vaccine 
Boosters Protect 
Against ‘Severe Disease’ 
From Omicron, UW-
Led Study Finds
By The Seattle Times

While omicron subvariants 
evolved to evade antibody re-
sponses from the primary COV-
ID-19 vaccine series, a new labo-
ratory study led by researchers 
at UW Medicine suggests boost-
ers may offer some protection 
against serious disease.

An international research 
team analyzed plasma samples 
from people who had been in-
fected with COVID-19 before 
vaccines were available, from 
those who had completed only a 
primary vaccine series, and from 
others who had been boosted 
with currently available vaccines.

Led by the lab of David Vee-
sler, associate professor of bio-
chemistry at the University of 
Washington, the research team 
assessed seven of the world’s pri-
mary vaccines as well as immu-
nity acquired through previous 
infection. The team consisted of 
infectious disease research phy-
sicians and scientists from UW 
Medicine, Fred Hutch Cancer 
Center and research institutes 

in California, Argentina, Italy, 
Pakistan and Switzerland.

The vaccines included in the 
study were Moderna, Pfizer, No-
vavax, Jannsen, AstraZeneca, 
Sinopharm and Sputnik V.

The omicron variant has sev-
eral sublineages, including BA.5, 
which are predicted to dominate 
globally and are likely to become 
the most immune-evasive SARS-
CoV-2 variant to date, UW said 
in a news release about the study.

As reinfections and break-
through cases rise, public health 
officials around the world are 
recommending boosters several 
months after the initial vaccine 
series. Veesler and his team mea-
sured and compared the benefits 
of vaccine boosters on the plas-
ma-neutralizing activity against 
the original coronavirus as well as 
against the omicron subvariants.

The study, published Tues-
day in Science, found a marked 

improvement in omicron-neu-
tralizing activity in the plasma 
of boosted individuals. The au-
thors said this highlights the im-
portance of vaccine boosters in 
improving antibody responses 
against omicron strains, includ-
ing BA.5.

“Vaccine boosters may pro-
vide sufficient protection against 
omicron-induced severe disease,” 
the authors wrote in the study’s 
summary.
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Republicans. Krabbe, who was 
absent, is the sole districtwide 
candidate who will appear on 
the Aug. 2 ballot not filed as 
such; he is filed under the “Stop 
the Steal” party.

Opening statements Tuesday, 
which were held in random or-
der, ranged from descriptions of 
backgrounds and experience to 
listing off political beliefs and 
personal ideologies. 

Before the candidates began, 
Ric Hallock, editor of the East 
County Journal and host of the 
forum, asked them to maintain 
civility and focus on their own 
platforms, rather than discuss-
ing what they felt the other can-
didate was or was not doing well. 
He asked for the same level of 
respect from the crowd, adding 
that questions should be kept to 
inquiries rather than statements.

Race for Sheriff
The ultimate vote for sher-

iff, a four-year term, will be a 
countywide decision made dur-

ing the November election. 
Murphy was the first to give 

an opening statement, where he 
detailed his decades of experi-
ence with the Centralia Police 
Department after being raised 
in Centralia. He spoke of his 
wife and children, who he said 
are very supportive of his candi-
dacy. He detailed experience at-
tending Bible school in Oregon 
for a year before returning to 
Centralia, where he enrolled at 
Centralia College and got a part-
time job as a community service 
officer. He spoke about the im-
portance of that program for the 
department and community.

“When I was 26, I got diag-
nosed with cancer. That changed 
everything. It changed my per-
spective on life and what’s im-
portant,” Murphy said toward 
the end of his opening statement. 

“My belief is that relationships 
are the most important thing 
and the most important rela-
tionship is my relationship with 
God. As long as I'm doing every-
thing I can do to please and hon-
or him, then I really don't have 
to worry about anything else.”

Snaza was the last candidate 
to give his opening statement, 

which he began by outlining 
his lifelong career aspirations of 
being a cop, alongside his twin 
brother, John, who is the sheriff 
of Thurston County. He began 
his policing career in Napavine.

“I thought, you know, ‘Who 
would want to work in a two-
man agency?’ And I think, at 
that time, I’m a man of faith, 
and I felt that God was really 
talking to me, because that's 
where we learned about com-
munity policing, that's where 
we learned about how to talk to 
people,” Snaza said.

He detailed how in 1995, he 
was hired by the Lewis County 
Sheriff ’s Office, and that he has 
played a variety of roles in the 
office since, including in narcot-
ics enforcement and in a street 
crimes unit. He closed by say-
ing Lewis County is the largest 
county in Western Washington, 
making it a challenge to cover, 
and that he considers it an honor.

The questions fielded by 
both candidates varied greatly, 
with several questions to Mur-
phy focusing on his stance on 
constitutional rights and how 
he would have handled enforce-
ment of Gov. Jay Inslee’s mask 
mandates, which Snaza notably 
denied to do. 

Snaza was asked to defend 
policy changes he made while 
in office and explain the types 
of training done by the sheriff ’s 
office. 

Few topics were discussed 
evenly by both candidates, but 
one discussed by both Murphy 
and Snaza where their opinions 
differed was related to the size 
and capacity of a proposed sher-
iff substation in East County. 

Both the candidates agreed 
Lewis County needs a more sig-
nificant law enforcement pres-
ence in East County, but Mur-
phy discussed building a second 
law and justice center, with a 
holding cell and even potentially 
animal control services. Snaza, 
on the other hand, said the Lew-
is County Board of Commis-
sioners “balked” at funding two 
new deputies and spoke about 
his current quest to push for an 
East County sheriff ’s substation 
on county property on Kiona 
Road in Randle, which would 
likely have fewer services avail-
able than in Murphy’s concept, 
but is something the county is 
brainstorming currently.

In Snaza’s closing statement, 
he discussed accomplishments 
of the office while he’s been in 
the seat, including adding three 
deputies, increasing mental 
health counseling services at 
the jail and furthering a focus 

on creating pathways to success 
for those who enter facilities. He 
referenced Inslee’s COVID-19 
related mandates and their ef-
fects on local businesses.

He also said in summary 
that he feels blessed to be in his 
role, calling Lewis County one 
of the greatest communities.

“The men and women at the 
Lewis County Sheriff 's Office 
are working tirelessly for you 
each and every day. So with that 
being said, I want to thank you. 
I look forward to serving as the 
sheriff for the next four years,” 
Snaza said.

In Murphy’s closing state-
ment, he said safety is his num-
ber one priority and through 
collaboration with all local law 
enforcement agencies, the sher-
iff ’s office can increase training 
opportunities, thereby increas-
ing safety.

He spoke about the Joint 
Narcotics Enforcement Team’s 
(JNET) efforts to hold drug 
dealers accountable and get il-
licit substances out of the lo-
cal communities. The Lewis 
County Sheriff ’s Office is not 
currently part of JNET.  Murphy 
promised that if he were elected, 
the sheriff ’s office would partici-
pate in that program. He talked 
about increasing efficiency in 
law enforcement services, add-
ing more “manpower” on the 
roads and said, if elected, he 
would be fiscally responsible. 

“I just ask that you consider 
what I've had to say. Thank you 
for being here. And I would like 
your vote for sheriff,” Murphy 
said. 

Commissioner Candidates
Citizens of district 3 will vote 

in the Aug. 2 primary to narrow 
down the race of five. The dis-
trict encompasses most of South 
and East Lewis County. In acre-
age, the district makes up well 
over half of the county. The top 
two finishers in the August pri-
mary election will move on to 
the general election in Novem-
ber.

Opening statements by the 
three commissioner candidates 
present on Tuesday were held in 
the order of Brummer, Saldaña 
and Bhagwandin. 

Brummer, 51, of Winlock, 
talked about being a farmer, pas-
tor and longtime Lewis County 
resident before he listed off his be-
liefs on the importance of small 
government, among a longer list 
of issues of importance to him. 

Saldaña, 55, of Morton, 
noted her service as Morton 
School Board president and her 
concerns for mental health is-
sues and mentioned founding 
Northwest Backpack Snack, a 
nonprofit focused on reducing 
food insecurity for children. 

Bhagwandin, 63, of Onalas-
ka, mentioned the crisis of lack 
of affordable housing in Pack-
wood, maintaining rurality 
with growth and his experience 
in the past where he worked 
with the county on various 
community issues.

The Chronicle ran a more 
extensive writeup on each of the 
candidates in the commissioner 
race in the Tuesday, June 7 edi-
tion. To read that, visit https://
www.chronline.com/stories/
meet-the-candidates-in-the-
primary-race-for-lewis-county-
commissioner-district-3,295044. 

Of the questions asked to 
all three runners on Tuesday, 
two points arose where the 
candidate responses most nota-
bly differed. One of those was 
about critical race theory, af-
ter someone previously asked 
Saldaña her opinion on the 
state-mandated curriculum, as a 
school board member. She said 
her opinion on the topic wasn’t 
what was important as a school 
board member, but that she had 
to move to adopt the curricu-
lum in order to keep the district 
funded by the state.

Another attendee later asked 
her and the other candidates if 
they felt it was the role of a com-
missioner to be a buffer between 
the community and the state, 
supposing the community did 
not want such curriculums ad-
opted. 

Brummer said he felt the 
county commissioners should 

“stand up to Olympia” and “say 
no to these edicts.” 

Saldaña said she honestly 
wasn’t sure how the county 
commissioners would play a role 
in that process, but that with the 
backing of a supportive com-
munity, the commissioners have 
the opportunity to lead impor-
tant causes.

Bhagwandin said if elected, 
as a representative of the people, 
he would champion the issues 
his community expressed to 
him as important.

The other issue where the 
commissioner candidate re-
sponses differed was related 
to the Lewis County Planning 
Commission’s recent vote to 
recommend a rezone of land 
north of Mineral Lake owned 
by the YMCA of Greater Seattle. 
If approved by the county com-
missioners, the rezone will des-
ignate the land from forest re-
source land to a master planned 
resort, with the YMCA hoping 
to eventually build an overnight 
camp there.

All three candidates said they 
had spoken with representatives 
from the YMCA on the topic 
and with folks who live in Min-
eral. 

Both Saldaña and Bhagwan-
din said the rezone itself was a 
property rights issue, and that 
they did not feel it was the re-
sponsibility of the government 
to tell property owners what 
to do with their land. However, 
both mentioned that on the proj-
ect level — the actual creation 
and running of an overnight 
camp — the YMCA needed to 
address community concerns 
before rolling forward.

Saldaña expressed more 
outright support for the project 
itself, saying that even if only a 
handful of kids’ lives were im-
proved by the camp, it would be 
worth building.

Bhagwandin said it was for-
tunate that the rezone would 
prevent the construction of a 
bunch of “McMansions” (a slang 
term for mass produced, generic 
mansion-style homes) on Min-
eral Lake, but that in general 
on the project level, it is his be-
lief that the YMCA needs to do 
more work in the community to 
address concerns. 

Brummer was the only one 
of the three candidates who 
took a stance adamantly oppos-
ing the rezone and the project 
overall, saying he had never met 
a Mineral resident who was in 
support of the camp being built.

He said it was not a prop-
erty right’s issue, and that the 
camp would have “tremendous” 
impacts to groundwater, infra-
structure and the community. 

Brummer added the YMCA 
representatives stated they 
would address those concerns 

“in time. But I also know that 
once the wheels start moving 

— I've been in government for a 
long time — and it's very diffi-
cult to stop them.”

The Chronicle livestreamed 
Tuesday’s event on Facebook, 
but technical difficulties oc-
curred during the final few min-
utes of the question and answer 
session. To read more about the 
candidates, their websites are as 
follows alphabetically.

Bhagwandin: https://www.
harryoforlewiscounty.com/

Brummer: https://scott-
brummer.com/about/

Murphy: https://www.tracy-
murphyforsheriff.com/

Saldaña: https://www.pat-
saldana.com/

Snaza: https://www.reelec-
trobsnaza.com/

Primary
Continued from the front page
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search warrant on the vehicle 
and was able to recover the 26 
catalytic converters, as well as 

“the unique garbage can used to 
remove them from the business,” 
according to a news release from 
the sheriff ’s office.

The sheriff ’s office has re-
ferred Vaidabid to the prosecu-
tor’s office on charges of second-

degree burglary and first-degree 
theft for the alleged crimes oc-
curring within Lewis County.

The prosecutor’s office will re-
view the referred charges before 
the prosecutor decides whether 
to formally charge Vaidabid. 

“This is an excellent example 
of local law enforcement enti-
ties working hand-in-hand to 
put the pieces together,” Sheriff 
Robert Snaza said in a prepared 
statement. “Especially when we 
can make an impact in this ris-
ing crime trend.”

Stealing
Continued from the front page
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Third Congressional District Candidates Answer 
Questions About Inflation, Guns and Jan. 6 Riot
By Brennen Kauffman

The Daily News 

The House race for Washing-
ton’s District 3 is heading into 
the primary with a lengthy list of 
candidates.

Incumbent Rep. Jaime Herre-
ra Beutler began facing challeng-
ers for her seat months after be-
ing re-elected for her sixth term 
in 2020. Herrera Beutler was one 
of the handful of Republicans 
who voted to impeach President 
Donald Trump after the Jan 6. 
attack on the U.S. Capitol.

That vote quickly created 
a field of Republican chal-
lengers for the seat who have 
campaigned for more than a 
year, most notably the Trump-
endorsed veteran Joe Kent and 
Christian author and podcaster 
Heidi St. John. On the other end 
of the political spectrum, small 
business owner Marie Gluesen-
kamp Perez emerged this spring 
as the major Democrat on the 
ballot.

To help voters prepare for 
the Aug. 2 primary, The Daily 
News reached out to all nine 
candidates who are currently 
campaigning for the District 3 
seat with a list of questions about 
their legislative priorities and 
some of the biggest issues affect-
ing Washington at the moment.

The paper received responses 
from seven candidates. The Daily 
News was in touch with St. John 
throughout the week but was not 
able to receive answers by the pa-
per’s deadline. Washington state 
Rep. Vicki Kraft did not respond 
to requests to fill out the ques-
tionnaire. The other candidates 
who answered are Oliver Black 
of the American Solidarity Party, 
Republican Leslie L. French and 
Democrat Davy Ray.

Gluesenkamp Perez was the 
only candidate to answer ques-
tions in a conversation; all other 
candidates answered by email. 
Some written responses have 
been abridged for clarity and leg-
ibility.

Q: What should the U.S. be doing 
right now to address inflation?

Black: In the short term, we 
need to fix supply chain issues, 
but over the long term we need 
to make our local economies 
more robust so that global dis-
ruption have a less severe impact 
on prices at home. We need pros-
perity for all. Raising wages isn’t 
enough. Large corporations will 
just pass those off to the consum-
er. We need to give workers an 
ownership stake in their places 
of employment.

Byrd: Anyone who tells you 
there is a great solution is mis-
taken. Ultimately it requires 
a slow down of the economy, 
which is tricky ... I would support 
a temporary gas tax holiday at 
both the federal and state level...
Fuel costs are related to supply 
and demand. Both of these need 
to be addressed. As a society we 
need to move away from our 
high rate of consumption of gas 
and diesel.

French: The root cause of in-
flation is the Biden administra-
tion’s war against oil and gas en-
ergy production. America’s vast 
energy reserves have been the 
foundation of the modern Amer-
ican economy for over 120 years...
While electric automobiles make 
up about 2% of the cars on the 
road, the primary source of fuel 
for the electric energy that pow-
ers those cars is oil, gas and coal.

Gluesenkamp Perez: Inter-
est rates have been at practically 
0% for the last three years and 
Congress has done nothing to 
invest in electrifying the grid or 
decarbonizing our electric sys-
tem. They’re just sitting on their 
hands and waiting for working-
class people to feel the pain. 
When gas prices go up and food 
prices go up, that’s who hurts the 
first and the longest.

Herrera Beutler: The U.S. 
must get spending under control, 
address supply chain bottlenecks 
that continue to impact costs 
and make necessary everyday 
items scarce, and let people keep 
as much of their paychecks as 
possible. I’ve opposed trillions in 
wasteful spending that contrib-
ute to spiking prices ... I’ll also 

hold the line on new and higher 
taxes. We don’t need to chip 
away at people’s paychecks any 
more right now.

Kent: We need to get back to 
being a net exporter of energy, 
turn on the Keystone XL pipe-
line and get back into explor-
atory drilling, harness all of our 
nuclear power to get our energy 
sector back up. I would stop all of 
the different COVID relief plans 
that are out there and get people 
back to work.

Ray: Inflation is a funny crit-
ter and it usually occurs with 
significant global events ... The 
current government is doing 
what it can with interest rates but 
let’s face it, we’re coming out of a 
global pandemic causing supply 
chains to clog up and we have a 
Russian madman with delusions 
of grandeur whom I hope bank-
rupts his country. As soon as 
some of those things settle down 
I suspect we’ll see things return 
to equilibrium.

Q: The House of Representatives 
recently passed a package of 

gun reforms and mental health 
spending. What policies do you 

think need to change around 
guns to address mass shootings?

Black: These were great steps 
toward addressing the issue. 
Policies that support responsible 
gun ownership are an important 
piece of solving this issue. We 
also need to invest in providing 
healthcare, including mental 
health.

Byrd: We can strengthen 
laws so those who have threat-
ened acts of violence are unable 
to acquire guns. We can then 
strengthen background checks 
to support laws designed to keep 
guns out of the hands of those 
who have broken laws related to 
threats and/or acts of violence. 
For schools, we should add pro-
fessional security. We should in-
crease funding for mental health 
programs.

French: As we have seen re-
cently, mental health is the ma-
jor single factor, but our laws 
prevent our local governments 
from properly dealing with 
criminals who are mentally at 
risk to kill. We need to focus on 
the killers, not the guns. Almost 
all mass shootings are perpe-
trated against soft targets such as 
schools or public venues where 
the killer knows there will be 
little or no resistance.

Gluesenkamp Perez: Hard-
ening schools is not it. If you 
harden the schools, they’re go-
ing to come for the softball fields. 
Universal background checks 
are the first line of defense and 
that is a critical step. I think that 
it is multi-faceted, it is hand-in-
hand with the rates of suicide 
and depression and hopelessness.

Herrera Beutler: I support 
reforms that make gun owner-
ship safer as long as they do not 

inhibit law-abiding citizens from 
exercising their Constitutional 
rights. I supported the banning 
of bump stocks in the wake of 
the 2017 Las Vegas shooting...
But the details of these propos-
als matter. Southwest Washing-
ton has a heritage of law-abiding 
citizens who value their Second 
Amendment rights for hunting, 
self-defense or sport shooting.

Kent: To prevent mass shoot-
ings, we need to allocate federal 
resources to secure schools and 
train and arm professional se-
curity, professional law enforce-
ment, and then really give teach-
ers and people that work there 
the ability to carry and defend 
children. Making schools gun-
free zones has done absolutely 
nothing to deter maniacs from 
killing children.

Ray: I own guns. I’m happy 
that something was actually 
done in regards to gun safety but 
it was just lip service to make 
everyone shut up about it. It had 
no teeth to it ... We need univer-
sal background checks, waiting 
periods, raising the age limit 
to 21, and dare I say it, banning 
weapons of war and high capac-
ity magazines.

Q: How do you feel about the 
House committee hearings 
about the Jan. 6 attack that 

have been taking place?
Black: It is important to 

know what information is being 
revealed. Any information that 
comes out should be taken with 
a grain of salt until it comes to a 
real trial.

Byrd: What happened on 
Jan. 6, 2021, was not normal or 
acceptable for our nation. The 
peaceful transfer of power is a 
cornerstone of the United States. 
Any attempts to block the peace-
ful transfer of power must be 
thoroughly investigated. Any-
thing short of a full investigation 
is not in the best interest of the 
future of our country.

French: I think a committee 
investigation is in order regard-
ing the Jan. 6 riots, but the cur-
rent committee members are 
operating a sham proceeding. 
These public hearings are highly 
edited and scripted to broadcast 
a narrative, and do not answer 
the fundamental questions about 
what happened on that day and 
the days leading up. I will be 
hopeful that when the Republi-
cans take charge of the commit-
tee, a fair slate of members will 
be seated.

Gluesenkamp Perez: I’m not 
sure that the people who should 
be watching those are. Especially 
in Washington state, we have the 
gold standard of election secu-
rity. We have paper ballots and I 
think people who have concerns 
about the reliability of our elec-
tion system need to go down and 
talk to their local auditor. These 
are public servants, these are pa-

triots. These are not faceless bu-
reaucrats.

Herrera Beutler: A lot of 
this evidence we’ve seen or 
heard about already. In early 
2021, I voted on this matter in 
accordance with my oath of of-
fice. Now our nation has other 
problems that the people I talk 
to every day expect us to solve 
... So while we should make sure 
there’s never a repeat of Jan. 6, 
folks in Southwest Washington 
don’t want Congress losing sight 
of current problems and getting 
tunnel vision on that event from 
1.5 years ago.

Kent: Every Republican 
who voted for impeachment 
and the Jan. 6 committee must 
be replaced; they are incapable 
of leading in the current fight 
against the authoritarian left. We 
can’t back down on exposing the 
truth behind Jan. 6 and the elec-
tion of 2020. The Jan. 6 narrative 
is being smeared against every 
conservative or anybody who 
has an issue with the way things 
are being conducted in the coun-
try or how the last election went.

Ray: I feel good about it. I 
actually wrote a letter to the 
Cheyenne and Casper newspa-
pers asking their readers not to 
be too quick about throwing Rep. 
Liz Cheney under the bus. And 
I don’t agree with a single one 
of her policy decisions. But that 
took some stones.

Q: Do you plan to accept the 
results of the primary election 

in August?
Black: Yes, unequivocally. 

We have a robust voting system 
in Washington that we should be 
proud of and confident in.

Byrd: Absolutely.
French: I certainly do plan 

on accepting the results, but 
not blindly. President Ronald 
Reagan had a famous approach 
regarding treaty agreements, 

“Trust but Verify.” I have a similar 
expectation that the county elec-
tions officials will obey the law 
and preserve the voting records 
as required in federal elections.

Gluesenkamp Perez: I do. I 
have confidence in our democ-
racy and our elections system.

Herrera Beutler: Yes. If there 
is clear evidence that a sufficient 
number of irregularities or in-
stances of voter fraud could have 
swayed the results of an extreme-
ly close election, a candidate has 

the legal right to present that 
evidence in a court of law. That 
candidate also has the obligation 
to abide by the outcome of such a 
legal challenge.

Kent: If I am not the Republi-
can that primaries Herrera Beu-
tler, I will do everything I can 
to ensure the other candidate 
crosses the finish line in the gen-
eral election. If it is Herrera Beu-
tler and a Democratic candidate 
that advances, then I will launch 
a write-in campaign, which has a 
successful track record in South-
west Washington.

Ray: That’s how democracy 
works, my friend. Unless, of 
course, there is evidence of some 
hanky-panky.

Q: If elected, what is your top 
economic priority to support 

businesses in Southwest 
Washington?

Black: We need to fix the tax 
code so that small business aren’t 
penalized and large corporations 
pay their fair share.

Byrd: We need small and lo-
cal businesses to be able to flour-
ish. Streamlining the loan pro-
cess for these businesses is one 
way we can help. In addition ... 
solving supply chain issues and 
balancing the supply and de-
mand of fuel costs will also sub-
stantially help small and local 
businesses prosper.

French: My highest priori-
ties are getting a Columbia River 
Crossing project agreed upon, 
whatever it takes, including the 
addition of highway toll lanes 
to replace HOV lanes, with the 
remaining lanes free use to the 
public ... and removal of the 

“homeless” drug camps which 
are expanding in the area. Those 
people cannot be allowed to 
live in such inhumane filth and 
squalor.

Gluesenkamp Perez: Right 
now we need to invest in kids 
having the skills to participate 
in these critical jobs. You can’t 
get a plumber or a carpenter or 
an electrician for love or mon-
ey right now, the waitlists are 
months long. We’ve got to invest 
in career and technical educa-
tion programs ... One of the 
things that Washington state can 
be a leader in is the production 
of paper products that replace ... 
plastic containers.

Jaime Herrera Beutler Joe Kent Marie Gluesenkamp Perez

Oliver Black Vicki Kraft Leslie French

Heidi St. John

Davy Ray
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By Emily Fitzgerald

emily@chronline.com 

It’s time for Lewis County 
Fire District 6 to renew the 10-
year emergency medical ser-
vices (EMS) levy that provides 
much of the district’s funding, 
but the district is asking voters 
to double the rate from 25 cents 
set by voters in 2012. 

If approved, the measure will 
authorize the fire district to con-
tinue its EMS property tax levy 
at a rate of 50 cents per $1,000 of 
assessed valuation for 10 years. 

The additional funding 
would allow District 6 to main-
tain its equipment and hire 
more paid firefighters, which 
would help the district fully staff 
its Adna station and improve its 
response time. 

“We're in the business of sav-
ing lives. And we can't do that 
without the public's support,” 
said District 6 Commission 
Chair Colin Mason. 

District 6, which covers rural 
Chehalis, Adna and Logan Hill, 
responds to most calls for ser-
vice from Station 61 in Chehalis. 
That station is fully staffed with 
a combination of paid and vol-
unteer firefighters, but the dis-
trict’s outlying stations in Adna 
and Logan Hill are staffed solely 
with volunteer firefighters when 
they are available. And while the 
district has historically been a 
volunteer fire station, District 6 
has struggled in recent years to 
recruit and retain enough volun-
teer firefighters to provide reli-
able, consistent service through-
out District 6’s coverage area. 

“One of the things with vol-
unteers is they're volunteers. 
And they work and they have 
families and they have commit-
ments. And so it's hard to rely on 
just the volunteer system to staff 
us when we get more than one 
call at a time,” Mason said. 

District 6 has agreements 
with neighboring districts for 
mutual aid when multiple calls 
come in at once, but relying on 
those mutual aid agreements 
risks pulling other agencies 
away from their own incidents 
and increases response times. 

Between 2012 and 2021, Dis-

trict 6 experienced an increase 
in calls for service of nearly 21%, 
according to data from the dis-
trict.

Of all calls for service, ap-
proximately 80% are EMS and 
20% are fire calls. In 2021, 43% 
of these calls originated in the 
Adna/Newaukum Hill areas, 
making it the busiest area in the 
district. 

Currently, District 6’s aver-
age response time to the Adna 
area is 14 minutes.

The American Heart Asso-
ciation recommends an eight-
minute response time for car-

diac arrests, with brain damage 
starting to set in at the five min-
ute mark. 

“With the (additional) staff-
ing, we can reduce response 
times anywhere from four to 
six minutes,” said Mason. “I 
can't even put a value to it, when 
someone's life is in danger or we 
have a house catch fire,” said 
Mason. 

The district-wide benefits 
of staffing Station 62 in Adna 
were especially apparent during 
the January flood event, when 
flooding prevented crews staff-
ing the Chehalis station from 

reaching the Adna area. 
“We actually had at least half 

a dozen calls, rescues. And we 
had four or five people at (Sta-
tion) 62 because I live out there 
and some people who lived out 
there went to that station,” said 
Mason. “Had we not had those 
people at 62, we would have had 
an extremely delayed response, 
if even being able to get out there 
to a vehicle that was submerged 
on Highway 6, with water ris-
ing. These are just examples of 
bringing the community to real-
ize we need their help and (to) be 
a part of this.” 

With the 50 cent rate, an 
average home of $500,000 val-
ue would pay a total of $250 
per year — an increase of $125 
per year, or roughly $10.42 per 
month, from the expiring 25 
cent levy. 

If the proposal fails on the 
August ballot, the existing 25 
cent levy will expire at the end of 
this year with nothing in place 
to make up for the lost funding. 

“We're going to work on in-
forming the public of where 
their tax dollars are going to go 
and how they're going to benefit 
from (this). We're not just going 
to take the money and not com-
municate,” said Mason. 

“We're going to have trans-
parency in our system. And 
we're going to be opening our 
communication.” 

To view the levy proposal in 
full, visit https://elections.lewis-
countywa.gov/current-election/. 

Visit https://lcfd6.org/ for 
more information on the fire 
district. 

Lewis County Fire District 6 Asks Voters to Double EMS Levy 
Rate to Improve Staffing, Response Time to Outlying Areas 

 File Photo

The Lewis County Fire District 6 station on Jackson Highway just south of Chehalis.

By The Chronicle Staff 

Violent crimes and murders 
increased, while drug and fraud-
related numbers decreased 
along with the number of com-
missioned officers in 2021, ac-
cording to a report released this 
week by the Washington As-
sociation of Sheriffs and Police 
Chiefs (WASPC). 

WASPC consists of more 
than 900 members from agen-
cies around the state, including 
elected county sheriffs and 240 
police chiefs, as well as repre-
sentatives from the Washington 
State Patrol, the Washington 
Department of Corrections and 
representatives of several federal 
agencies. 

“WASPC's function is to 
provide specific materials and 
services to all law enforcement 
agencies in the state, members 
and non-members alike,” ac-
cording to a news release. 

The annual Crime in Wash-
ington report tracks crime and 
arrest data from contribut-

ing law enforcement agencies 
throughout Washington. The 
Crime in Washington 2021 re-
port is compiled with data from 
232 state, county, municipal, and 
tribal agencies and is designed 
to give residents, elected offi-
cials and law enforcement data-
driven information about crime 
in their communities, according 
to a WASPC news release. 

The full Crime in Washing-
ton 2021 report is available on-
line at https://waspc.member-
clicks.net/assets/2021%20CIW.
pdf. 

For reference, the total popu-
lation for the state of Washing-
ton in 2021 was 7,772,506, com-
pared to 7,656,066 in 2020, an 
increase of 116,440 residents, ac-
cording to WASPC. 

Increases From 2020
• The report shows there 

were 325 murders in 2021, an 
increase of 5.9% over 2020, fol-
lowing a 47% increase the year 
before, according to WASPC.

“This is the highest num-
ber of murders recorded since 
WASPC began collecting this 
data in 1980,” the association 
said in a news release.

•  Violent crime overall in-
creased 12.3%. Robbery in-
creased 10% and aggravated 
assaults increased 15.4%, 
according to WASPC.

• A total of 592 hate crime 
incidents were reported in 2021, 
an increase of 26% over 2020, 
according to WASPC. 

• Motor vehicle theft increased 
27.3% in 2021, and theft of motor 
vehicle parts increased 100%. 

Decreases From 2020
• Identity theft dropped from 

36,358 in 2020 to 7,704 in 2021, 
a 78.8% reduction. This drop 
was related to the spike in 2020 
pandemic-related fraudulent 
claims to the state, according to 
WASPC.

• There was a 60.9% drop 
in drug offenses and a 73.6% 
fewer arrests related to drug use. 

WASPC contributed that decline 
to the State Supreme Court’s 
ruling in the State v. Blake case. 
In that case, justices struck 
down Washington state’s drug 
possession law since it punished 
offenders regardless of whether 
or not they knew they had drugs 
on them. The decision was ret-
roactive, meaning drug charges 
dating all the way back to the 
1970s can now be re-evaluated.

The state Legislature ap-
proved a replacement drug 
possession law, which went 
into effect in June 2021, that 
criminalized possession of a 
controlled substance as a gross 
misdemeanor — not a Class 
C felony like it was under the 
original law — and prioritized 
behavioral health prevention, 
treatment and related services 
for individuals using or possess-
ing controlled substances, coun-
terfeit substances and legend 
drugs. 

The legislation “significantly 
changed the ability to charge a 
criminal offense for personal 

possession of any drug, includ-
ing heroin, fentanyl and meth-
amphetamine,” according to 
WASPC. 

 
Fewer Commissioned Officers 

The total number of com-
missioned officers statewide in 
2021 was 10,736, a net loss of 495 
from 11,231 in 2020, according 
to WASPC. This represents an 
overall 4.4% statewide reduction 
in staffing. With population in-
creases, the number of officers 
per thousand residents fell from 
1.47 to 1.38 officers per thousand 
in 2021, according to WASPC. 

“This is the lowest per capita 
rate of officers since WASPC 
began tracking this data in 1980, 
and is the lowest rate in the na-
tion,” according to WASPC, 
which said the national average 
per capita rate is 2.33 officers per 
thousand. 

There were a total of 1,968 
assaults on law enforcement of-
ficers in Washington in 2021, ac-
cording to WASPC. 

Washington Law Enforcement Agencies Report Violent Crime and Vehicle 
Thefts Increased, Drug Arrests and Number of Officers Decreased in 2021 
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News in Brief
Two People Charged 
After Detectives Say 
$350K Worth of Drugs 
Found in Their SUV
By The Daily News 

Two people are charged with 
felony drug violations after law 

enforcement last week say they 
seized 13 pounds and more than 
30,000 pills of illegal drugs in a 
vehicle off Interstate 5’s exit 39 
in Kelso.

Natasha Louise Djordjevic, 
40, of Lakewood, and Richard 
Lee Ernsting, 40, of Tacoma, 
each were charged Tuesday in 
Cowlitz County Superior Court 
with two counts of violating the 

Uniform Controlled Substances 
Act. Detectives say they found 
$350,000 worth of drugs in the 
vehicle the pair was in during a 
traffic stop.

According to a police report, 
Longview officers and Cowlitz 
County deputies arrested the 
pair on July 14 after they were 
pulled over at around 7:30 p.m. 
in the 1400 block of Allen Street 
in Kelso, near the I-5 exit, a park 
and ride and a Dutch Bros Cof-
fee shop. A Kelso Police Depart-
ment K-9 detected the smell 
of controlled substance in the 
pair’s maroon Acura SUV, re-
ports Longview police.

Detectives knew the make 
and model of the SUV Djord-
jevic was driving because a 
source working with law en-
forcement ordered drugs from 
what detectives called “a known 
supplier,” who said Djordjevic 
would drop off the stash, ac-
cording to a police report. Ernst-
ing was in the passenger seat.

After receiving a search war-
rant, detectives say they found 
$27,000 in cash, 11 pounds of 
crystal meth, two pounds of 
heroin and more than 30,000 
fentanyl pills disguised as oxy-
codone in the vehicle. A back-
pack found near Ernsting’s feet 
had drugs inside and a ledger of 
payments and names, the report 

states. All of the drugs have an 
estimated $350,000 street value. 

Djordjevic and Ernsting each 
have separate arraignments 
scheduled for July 28 in Cowlitz 
County Superior Court.

The investigation was a part-
nership between Longview Po-
lice Department’s Street Crimes 
Unit and the sheriff office’s de-
tective unit called the Cowlitz 
County Crime Reduction Team.

Cowlitz County District 
Court Judge Debra 
Burchett Suspended 
From Bench for 10 Days
By The Daily News 

Cowlitz County District 
Court Judge Debra Burchett is 
suspended from the bench for 
10 days without pay starting 
Aug. 2.

The Supreme Court of 
Washington filed the decision 
Tuesday, almost two months 
after a state ethics committee 
recommended a bench suspen-
sion for the first-term judge after 
Burchett and the organization 
agreed she violated parts of the 
state’s Code of Judicial Conduct.

The Washington state Com-
mission on Judicial Conduct 

in May censured Burchett and 
recommended she be suspended 
from the bench for 10 days and 
required her to receive permis-
sion from the ethics commission 
to run for re-election. Burchett’s 
term ends this January and she 
did not file for re-election.

The censure is the highest 
reprimand the commission can 
impose. 

This was the second time 
Burchett has faced disciplinary 
action from the ethics commis-
sion recently. She was also repri-
manded in April 2021.

The ethics commission says 
Burchett agreed she violated ju-
dicial conduct rules under her 
latest set of charges, including 
not acting impartially or ensur-
ing every person with a legal in-
terest in a proceeding is heard.

During a June 2021 small 
claims case in which a plaintiff 
was suing a defendant, Burchett 
awarded the defendant money 
the defendant didn’t ask for, 
which prevented the plaintiff 
from arguing against the reward.

In August 2021, the com-
mission says Burchett also had 
an off-the-record conversation 
with a litigant that resulted in 
her dismissing his traffic infrac-
tion without explanation. 

The April 2021 violations in-
clude similar misconduct.
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New Fees Proposed at Gifford Pinchot National Forest
By Sydney Brown

The Daily News

Visitors to the Gifford Pin-
chot National Forest could soon 
pay more for parking and camp-
ing passes, with the forest service 
suggesting fee increases at sev-
eral outdoor spots.

If all proposed fees are ap-
proved by a citizen’s advisory 
committee, the Johnston Ridge 
Observatory fee would go from 
$8 to $12 for people 16 and older.

People would also have to pay 
$25 per motorcycle or $30 per 
private vehicle to get a Mount St. 
Helens National Volcanic Monu-
ment Pass. The pass would be 
valid for one week at Johnston 
Ridge and all day use sites in the 
monument boundary, the Unit-
ed States Forest Service said in a 
press release.

At other sites in the monument 
boundary, parking fees would 
go from zero dollars to $5 per 
vehicle per day. This would ap-
ply to Coldwater Lake picnic and 
boating area, Hummocks, South 
Coldwater, Loowit, the Coldwater 
Science and Learning Center in 
winter only, Cascade Peaks Inter-
pretative Site, Donnybrook and 
Cedar Creek Viewpoint.

A climbing permit for Mount 
St. Helens would cost $20 per 
person, an increase from the cur-
rent $15 fee.

Outside the monument 
boundary, the Siouxon, June 
Lake and Marble Mountain 
trailheads would see a $5 vehicle 
fee. Mount Margaret Backcoun-
try Permit would charge $10 per 
person per night, and the group 
picnic site Marble Mountain 

Shelter would cost $100 per day.
The public has until Sept. 

16 to submit comment on fee 
changes that forest officials say 
will help keep trails open, main-
tain facilities and add more over-
night camping opportunities.

Gala Miller, public affairs of-
ficer with Gifford Pinchot Na-
tional Forest, said a noticeable 
increase in tourism the last few 
years spurred ideas about how to 
add services and upgrade utili-
ties.

“We are definitely seeing that 
people are interested in getting 
out to the forests,” Miller said. 

“We want to find creative ways 

to be able to maintain these fa-
cilities at the standard people 
expect.”

Gifford Pinchot keeps 95% 
of the fee collection, Miller said, 
which helps pay for forest ser-
vice staff, repairing toilets, trail 
maintenance and including 
more amenities like new over-
night cabins.

“It’s been a long time coming,” 
Miller said.

In the Cowlitz Valley Ranger 
District, the current non-fee 
recreation sites like Snowgrass 
Trailhead and Chambers Lake 
Day Use would charge $5 per ve-
hicle per day.

Overnight campgrounds in 
the district would also see a big-
ger fee. Chambers Lake and Cat 
Creek Chimney campgrounds 
would cost $15 per night at a 
single site and $30 per night for 
a double site.

Group campgrounds 
Wakepish and Orr Creek would 
cost $100 per night.

A cabin at La Wis Wis Guard 
Station would cost $150 per 
night and have capacity for up 
to eight people. Another cabin at 
Nisqually (Big Creek) Guard Sta-
tion would charge $85 per night 
and be able to accommodate up 
to four people. Burley Mountain 

Lookout would also cost $90 per 
night.

A full list of which fees have 
been proposed at which sites in 
the Gifford Pinchot National 
Forest can be viewed in an in-
teractive map found on the for-
est service’s website at https://bit.
ly/3aVO2WH.

Though the changes would 
affect several sites in Gifford 
Pinchot, the forest service said 

“about 70% of the 234 developed 
recreation sites on the forest 
would remain non-fee.”

Miller said the forest service 
will compile all public comments 
before giving the feedback to 
the citizen’s advisory committee, 
who will deliberate this fall on 
whether to approve the fees.

“We recognize how important 
recreation sites are to our lo-
cal communities and those who 
use the sites. These fee increases 
will help us maintain the sites 
to the level and quality people 
have come to expect as well as 
make the fees more consistent 
throughout the state,” said Eric 
Veach, forest supervisor for the 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest.

HOW TO COMMENT
What: Proposed increased 

fees at Gifford Pinchot Na-
tional Forest

Deadline: Sept. 16.
Mail: Gifford Pinchot Forest 

Service, Attention: Recreation 
Fees, 987 McClellan Road, Van-
couver, WA 98661.

Email: SM.FS.
GPNFRecFees@usda.gov.

Isabel Vander Stoep /  isabel@chronline.com

Mount Rainier is seen from Forest Service Road 1260 outside of Packwood just after sunset in late June.
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By The Chronicle staff 

Crews with the Lewis Coun-
ty Public Utility District worked 
through the night Tuesday into 
Wednesday morning to restore 
electricity for an estimated 
3,400 customers in the Randle 
and Packwood areas. 

“The outage occurred when 
an excavation contractor’s heavy 
equipment unintentionally con-
tacted the transmission pole guy 

wires, snapping the pole and 
causing the guy wire to contact 
the energized lines,” the PUD 
wrote in an online update. “For-
tunately, the contractor was not 
injured in this accident.”

According to the PUD, crews 
had to have a road built for ac-
cess and worked to remove 
heavy vegetation in the area be-
fore work on the transmission 
pole could begin.

The outage began Tuesday 

afternoon. Power was restored 
at about 9:45 a.m. Wednesday. 

“We would like to thank and 
acknowledge the crew's hard 
work and dedication, for work-
ing around the clock in difficult 
circumstances to safely repair 
the damage caused by a con-
tractor accident involving PUD 
transmission lines,” the PUD 
wrote. “Thank you for all of 
your continued patience during 
this outage.”
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Lewis County PUD Restores Power for 
3,400 Customers in Randle and Packwood 

Crews work to restore power in Randle and Packwood in this photograph provided by the Lewis County Public Utility District. 
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Southwest Washington 
Real Estate Market 
Begins to Cool
By The Columbian

Around the nation, real es-
tate markets are cooling. The 
same is true in Southwest Wash-
ington: pending sales are down, 
closed sales are down, but don't 
expect prices to fall substantially.

Rising interest rates have 
slowed the local real estate mar-
ket. Realtors are now seeing the 
number of new listings up, while 
sales are down, according to the 
latest RMLS report.

For those looking to buy a 
home, there's a month and a 
half of home inventory, a num-
ber which hasn't been seen since 
June 2020, when home inventory 
was just over a month and a half. 

The number of pending sales 
decreased by 22.7 percent com-
pared with May, while the num-
ber of closed sales decreased 1.5 
percent in the same comparison.

The average market time 
for homes sold in Southwest 
Washington is 16 days, however, 
which is lower than it had been 
in May.

Interest rates have risen by 
2 percent since the start of the 
year.

In his 25 years in real estate, 
Terry Wollam, a broker at Wol-
lam and Associates, has never 
seen such a large swing in inter-
est rates.

"We tend to focus very much 
on price," Wollam said. "But the 
interest rate has a substantially 
greater impact on what we pay 
for a house than the actual price 
of the house."

For those financing homes, 
that interest rate directly affects 
buyers' monthly payments.

So for that family wanting 
to get into a bigger home, they'd 
need to give up an interest rate 
which could have been near 3 
percent to probably get a house 

with an interest rate near 5 per-
cent. This could very well mean 
they end up paying more for the 
same house.

The current interest rate is 
still a historically good interest 
rate, but it will take time for buy-
ers to adjust to that.

"We're in the midst of a tran-
sition period," Wollam said.

Summer generally sees a 
dip with folks going on vaca-
tion. And this year, people may 
be getting out more to do other 
things after two years of the 
pandemic. These are also likely 
impacting the market.

Wollam expects the slow-
down to continue into July and 
expects pending sales and in-
ventory to start balancing out in 
September.

Compared with June 2021, 
the median sale price increased 
by 16.9 percent from $449,000 
to $525,000, according to the 
report. 

The market is still active in 
this price range of homes, Woll-
man said. But for other market 
segments, it's slowed.

The region's median sales 
price did decline slightly com-
pared with May. But Wollam 
doesn't think trends of falling 
home prices seen in other areas 
of the nation will be seen here.

"The Southwest Washington 
market has been more active, 
with higher demand and less 
inventory than other markets," 
Wollam said.

"We'll be feeling similar 
trends but not to the extent that 
the national trend is because the 
strength of this market is quite 
a bit better than it has been na-
tionally," he added.

Vancouver has averaged the 
fourth lowest home inventory of 
midsized cities nationwide, ac-
cording to a new study from In-
spection Support Network. Only 
Tacoma, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
and Lakewood, Colo., have low-
er inventories.

JBLM Veteran 
Sentenced to 18 Years 
in Prison After Pleading 
Guilty to Sexually 
Abusing Child
By The News Tribune

An Army veteran and for-
mer Joint Base Lewis-McChord 
resident was sentenced to over 
18 years in prison for sexually 
abusing a girl under his care.

On Friday, a U.S. District 
Court judge in Tacoma sen-
tenced Shawn Matthew Wilcher 
to 225 months in prison. The 
U.S. Department of Justice an-
nounced Wilcher’s sentence in a 
Monday news release. In it, sen-
tencing Judge Benjamin Settle 
described the abuse as “horren-
dously serious ... she endured 
unimaginable terror.”

Wilcher, 40, molested the 
girl on multiple occasions be-
tween 2015 and 2019. The abuse 
took place while he was living at 
JBLM and Hickman Air Force 
Base in Hawaii as a civilian resi-
dent, according to the news re-
lease. 

He had previously served 
with the Army in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan but was no longer an 
active-duty soldier at the time of 
the crimes.

While most of Wilcher’s 
court documents were ordered 
sealed to protect his victim’s 
identity, his sentencing memo-
randum indicates he abused the 
victim on at least two separate 
occasions. 

Law enforcement first be-
came aware of the crimes after 
a friend of the girl reported the 
incidents to a school counselor 
in May 2019. 

Wilcher was arrested that 
same month, and he accepted 
a plea bargain in August 2021, 
court records show.

The news release notes that 
Wilcher will be treated for post-
traumatic stress disorder while 
imprisoned. U.S. Attorney Nick 
Brown said that Wilcher blames 
the molestation on his mental 
illness, but Brown also empha-
sized that “studies indicate this 
young victim will suffer long-
lasting trauma throughout her 
life.”

Wilcher must register as a 
sex offender and will be subject 
to lifetime supervision following 
his release.
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Herrera Beutler: Small and 
medium-sized businesses have 
always been the economic en-
gine of Southwest Washington, 
and they are being harmed by 
the same affordability crisis and 
supply shortages as everyone else. 
When these employers succeed 
in our region, good-paying jobs 
follow, so we must address the 
hurdles that are making it harder 
for them to do business.

Kent: We need to bring sup-
ply chains back to the U.S. We 
need to tell manufacturing in-
dustries that they must come 
back to America or we’re going 
to tariff them. For the com-
panies that want to continue 
to exploit slave labor in China, 
they need to face economic con-
sequences. If corporations are 
willing to bring their business 
back to America, they can be 
rewarded with lucrative tax cuts.

Ray: I would go for some of 
that infrastructure money and 
address the traffic problems 
across the Columbia. Then we 
can address public transit into 
our outlying counties. Also I 
would try to attract some aero-
space to the area.

Q: How should the federal 
government address COVID-19 

going forward?
Black: We need to make 

sure testing and treatments stay 
readily available. It is important 
for us to keep looking at the data 
and take necessary precautions, 
though they should take the 
form of recommendations.

Byrd: If COVID cases con-
tinue to result in strains on our 
healthcare system then it will 
continue to be an issue. Public 
health is best addressed at the 
state level and not the federal level.

French: Public health mat-
ters fall under the purview of the 
state government, not federal, in 
terms of enforcement. The role 
of the federal government is to 
direct research and to acquire 
ample medical supplies for dis-
tribution.

Gluesenkamp Perez: I think 
that COVID-19 illuminated 
some of the biggest problems we 
have: supply chain issues, off-
shoring, the lack of trust in pub-
lic agencies. Those were all pre-
existing conditions that COVID 
identified and illuminated. We 
have done almost nothing to 
solve most of those and in fact, 
a lot of those problems have got-
ten worse during COVID.

Herrera Beutler: COVID 
has shown us that our nation 
must be better prepared to re-
spond to the next pandemic. We 
have to secure supply chains so 
that medical equipment remains 
available to hospitals and clin-
ics and families can get basic 
household items. Additionally, 
we’ve now seen the steep costs of 
massive government-mandated 
lockdowns and school closures 
... Government officials must 
weigh seriously the costs of lock-
downs on families and our econ-

omy before turning to them as a 
public health tool in the future.

Kent: I will do everything 
in my power to end the COVID 
lockdowns on our businesses, 
schools and places of worship 
and ensure that nothing like this 
occurs again. Congress must 
prevent federal funding from 
being used to bail out activist 
governors like Washington Gov. 
Jay Inslee, who insist on locking 
down their economies.

Ray: It appears the virus is 
getting less virulent but I have 
to be careful because my son-in-
law has a compromised immune 
system and I am not going to be 
the one responsible for killing my 
grandkid’s father. And it’s not the 
government that I worry about, 

it’s the anti-vaxxers. People who 
irrationally or not think getting a 
vaccine is denying their freedom.

Q: What is the most common 
concern you’ve heard 

from people in Southwest 
Washington over the last 

month?
Black: People in our district 

are understandably worried 
about rising inflation. Many 
don’t have the margin in their 
budgets to successfully navigate 
the rise in prices. Inflation also 
affects the lowest income Ameri-
cans the most.

Byrd: The biggest concern for 
people in (the district) currently 
are gas prices and inflation.

French: The price of gas and 
inflation is the No. 1 issue. Un-
employment is never mentioned 
as an issue, folks have almost 
forgotten about the war raging in 
Ukraine.

Gluesenkamp Perez: Re-
cently, it’s absolutely Roe. The 
rate of volunteers that have come 
through the website is ... magni-
tudes higher. People are so angry. 
I think there was a sense that 
‘well, Trump is gone, does it really 
matter?’ And now we see in those 
court rulings that yeah, it does.

Herrera Beutler: Rising 
prices of everything from gas to 
groceries are making life difficult 
for everyone. Combine that with 
parents having to spend time and 
gas money driving from store to 

store because they can’t get for-
mula or other essential items, and 
we have an affordability crisis.

Kent: President Biden’s eco-
nomic policies have put a boot 
on the neck of families here in 
Southwest Washington. His 
spending policies have caused 
rampant inflation that has 
robbed households of nearly 9% 
of their income. He has strangled 
our domestic energy production 
which has caused record-high 
gas prices. And enabling him 
every step of the way has been 
Herrera Beutler. She’s consis-
tently voted for his budgets and 
has made no attempt to leverage 
these votes for relief for the fami-
lies of our district.

Ray: Easily high prices.

Candidates
Continued from page Main 15

Washington Schools Chief Wants to Sever Connection Between Timber Sales, K-12 Construction
By Jeanie Lindsay

The Seattle Times

State revenue from logging 
public land would no longer be 
used for building and remodel-
ing schools in urban areas under 
a new set of recommendations 
from Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Chris Reykdal.

Instead, the money generated 
by timber sales and leasing on 
public school trust lands would 
go toward school construction 
in rural districts and be used for 
sustaining healthy forests.

During a news briefing Tues-
day, Reykdal outlined several 
proposals for the Legislature to 
decouple the state's K-12 Com-
mon School Trust revenue from 
statewide school construction 
funding support and ensure dol-
lars generated in rural areas go 
toward supporting schools there.

At times, Reykdal sounded 
more like an environmental 
leader than a superintendent as 
he talked up the need for healthy 
forests to capture carbon and ef-
forts to help natural resources 
withstand climate change. It 
was unclear how his recommen-
dations to change education-

focused public trust spending 
could affect state timber harvests.

Currently, revenue from tim-
ber sales and leasing on roughly 
1.8 million acres of public land 
goes toward the trust fund, ac-
cording to the Washington State 
Department of Natural Re-
sources. After districts pass local 
bonds, the state provides them 
with a matching grant through 
the School Construction Assis-
tance Program. That program 
pulls dollars from the Common 
School Trust, with counties con-
tributing more than $600 mil-
lion in revenue since 2012.

The amount of timber and 
other trust land revenue benefit-
ing schools has declined over the 
past decade, making up a little 
more than 10% of the total state 
funding allocated for school con-
struction in 2021 and just 1.35% 
of total school construction costs. 
Washington spends nearly $4 
billion in local and state dollars 
on school construction each year.

Timber sales alone made up 
just .7% of total construction 
expenditures for schools in 2021, 
compared to 2% in 2012.

Reykdal said now is the time 
to change how trust land fund-

ing works for schools, as fewer 
districts have passed bonds the 
Legislature matches with public 
dollars. That's especially true in 
rural areas where real estate is 
worth less. Rural residents pay a 
higher tax rate than residents of 
wealthy, urban districts to raise 
the same amount of money, so 
those districts struggle to pass 
bonds for school construction.

"We know there's capacity to 
make this transition," he said. 

"Let's do it now at a time when the 
demand for state capital dollars 
is at the lowest point it's been in 
the last seven or eight years."

Reykdal is proposing school 
trust lands no longer fund the 
state's School Construction As-
sistance Program and the Leg-
islature use other state funding 
sources, like general obligation 
bonds or cash, to fill out the bud-
get. He plans to ask for the chang-
es as part of his budget request 
during the next legislative session.

Part of the issue, Reykdal said, 
is that dollars generated in rural 
communities are largely spent in 
more urban areas.

"When we calculate where all 
of it's coming from, county by 
county, and where it is spent, you 

see enormous differences ... the 
money from this trust is dispro-
portionately going to urban com-
munities even though the rev-
enue and the timber is generated 
in rural communities," he said.

According to data presented at 
Tuesday’s briefing, King County 
schools spent more than $169.7 
million of Common School Con-
struction funds since 2012, but 
generated a little more than $40 
million of common school rev-
enue in that time frame.

Yakima, Spokane and Pierce 
counties also spent more than 
their share of revenue. Together 
they generated a little more than 
$32.4 million for the trust while 
spending more than $304 million.

By using other state funding 
sources to pay for the School Con-
struction Assistance Program, 
urban schools will essentially re-
ceive funding more in proportion 
to the amount of state revenue 
they pitch in, Reykdal said.

Another challenge the recom-
mendations aim to address is the 
ability and willingness of commu-
nities to approve local bonds — for 
a capital funding ballot measure 
to succeed, it has to win approval 
from at least 60% of voters.

“It should not be the case that 
because you can pass a bond in a 
wealthier part of our state that you’re 
the one getting all those match-
ing dollars versus a community 
that might be very property-poor 
... there’s a way to do it that’s signifi-
cantly more equitable,” Reykdal said.

Rural schools would still 
be eligible for matching funds 
through the School Construc-
tion Assistance Program if they 
pass local bonds, Reykdal added. 
Instead of being used to match 
bonds in larger, wealthier dis-
tricts, trust dollars generated 
largely by rural communities 
should go toward addressing 
long-standing issues and sup-
porting critical upgrades for ru-
ral schools, he said.

Some of those needs include 
modernizing to reduce the risk 
of earthquake or tsunami dam-
age to buildings, expediting clean 
water access by replacing lead 
pipes and fixtures and providing 
energy efficiency grants for rural 
schools — which can also reduce 
their carbon footprint. He also 
recommended the dollars be used 
for career and technical educa-
tion equipment grants to update 
high-cost equipment and labs.
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CA Yellow CA Yellow 
Peaches or Peaches or 
NectarinesNectarines

Red Grape Red Grape 
Tomato ClamshellsTomato Clamshells

Taylor Farms Taylor Farms 
Garden Salad Garden Salad 
12 oz12 oz
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Organic CelloOrganic Cello
Carrots Carrots 
2 lb2 lb

Boneless Beef Boneless Beef 
Mock Tender Steak Mock Tender Steak 
Value PackValue Pack

Whole In The Bag Whole In The Bag 
Pork BackribsPork Backribs

Johnsonville Johnsonville 
Smoked Sausage Smoked Sausage 
14 oz Sel Var14 oz Sel Var

Boneless Skinless Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Thighs Chicken Thighs 
Value PackValue Pack

Hills Hills 
Bacon Bacon 
Double Smoked Thick Sliced 3 lbDouble Smoked Thick Sliced 3 lb

Land O’ Frost Land O’ Frost 
Premium Lunchmeat Premium Lunchmeat 
16 oz16 oz
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lblb449999
lblb
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Starbuck’s Starbuck’s 
Coffee Ground  Coffee Ground  
or K Cups or K Cups 
11-12 oz11-12 oz
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Martinelli’s Martinelli’s 
Sparkling Apple Cider Sparkling Apple Cider 
25.4 oz Sel Var25.4 oz Sel Var

Post Post 
CerealsCereals
6-16.6 oz Sel Var6-16.6 oz Sel Var

Best Yet Best Yet 
Salt & Pepper Salt & Pepper 
ShakersShakers

Knorr Knorr 
Side Dishes Side Dishes 
4.3-5.6 oz4.3-5.6 oz

Daisy Daisy 
Sour Cream Sour Cream 
24 oz24 oz
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Dawn Dawn 
Scrub Sponges Scrub Sponges 
3 ct3 ct

Zep Zep 
All Purpose All Purpose 
Cleaner Cleaner 
32 oz32 oz

Best Yet Best Yet 
String Cheese String Cheese 
24 oz24 oz

Kraft Kraft 
Marshmallows Marshmallows 
12 oz Sel Var12 oz Sel Var

San Marcos San Marcos 
Jalapenos Jalapenos 

Maintain Maintain 
Dog FoodDog Food
34 lb34 lb

Fiora Fiora 
Paper Towels Paper Towels 
6 ct6 ct

Best YetBest Yet
Salsa Salsa 
16 oz16 oz

Otter Pops Otter Pops 
100 ct100 ct

Betty Crocker Betty Crocker 
Fudge Brownies Fudge Brownies 
Family Size 18.3 oz Sel VarFamily Size 18.3 oz Sel Var

Best Yet Best Yet 
Mustard Mustard 
20 oz20 oz

Trolli Trolli 
Candy Candy 
4.25-5 oz Sel Var4.25-5 oz Sel Var

Airborne Airborne 
Immune Support Immune Support 
10-32 ct Sel Var10-32 ct Sel Var

Idahoan Idahoan 
Instant Potatoes Instant Potatoes 
4 oz Sel Var4 oz Sel Var

Best Foods Best Foods 
Mayonnaise Mayonnaise 
30 oz30 oz

That’s Smart That’s Smart 
Ice Cream Ice Cream 
128 oz128 oz
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Simply Done Simply Done 
Batteries Batteries 
AA & AAA 8 ctAA & AAA 8 ct

Colgate Colgate 
Toothpaste & Toothbrushes Toothpaste & Toothbrushes 
1 ct- 4 oz Sel Var1 ct- 4 oz Sel Var

Good Cook Good Cook 
Large Cookie SheetLarge Cookie Sheet

Best Yet Best Yet 
Chicken Stuffing Chicken Stuffing 
6 oz6 oz

Libby Libby 
Canned Pumpkin Canned Pumpkin 
15 oz15 oz

IFLY IFLY 
Health &  Health &  
Clean KitsClean Kits

Melitta Melitta 
Coffee Filters Coffee Filters 
40 ct40 ct

Top Care Top Care 
Cotton Balls Cotton Balls 
100 ct100 ct
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Doritos or Sunchips Doritos or Sunchips 
7-11.5 oz7-11.5 oz
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CURBSIDE PICK-UP
DAILY - REGULAR HOURS

 WESTPORT CALL OR TEXT: 360-660-5771 EMAIL: WESTPORTCURBSIDE@GOSNK.COM

 CENTRALIA 
CALL OR TEXT: 360-660-5351 

EMAIL: FULLERSCURBSIDE@GOSNK.COM

SEAVIEW
CALL OR TEXT: 360-669-9136 

EMAIL: SIDSCURBSIDE@GOSNK.COM

Powerade Powerade 
28 oz28 oz

Keystone LightKeystone Light
Beer Beer 
15/12 oz15/12 oz

White Claw, Truly, or San JuanWhite Claw, Truly, or San Juan
Hard SeltzersHard Seltzers
12/12 oz12/12 oz
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Wine Wine 
3 L3 L

Rich & RareRich & Rare
WhiskeyWhiskey
1.75 L1.75 L

Platinum Platinum 
7x Vodka7x Vodka
750 ml750 ml

Snapple Snapple 
Ice Tea Ice Tea 
32 oz32 oz

Bubly Bubly 
SparklingSparkling
8/12 oz8/12 oz

Coors or Coors LightCoors or Coors Light
Beer Beer 
30/12 oz30/12 oz

6/16.9 oz6/16.9 oz

4/4/55

Sliced 26 ozSliced 26 oz Whole 26 ozWhole 26 oz
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LEWIS COUNTY CHAPTER
of Olympia Master Builders

“Growing Lewis County one family at a time!”

C
H

605037jl.do

www.titlegco.com • 360-748-0001
200 NW Pacific Ave., Chehalis

Mailing: P.O. Box 1304, Chehalis

TiTle insurance • escrow

Proud Sponsor of

Keep Keep 
Unwanted Unwanted 
Summer Summer 
Guests AwayGuests Away

Congratulations to the 2022 
OMB Education Foundation 
Scholarship Winners: 
Hunter DeLisle: 
 $2500 from W.F. West High School 

Ethan Gonzales:  
$2500 and $1000 from Rainier High School 

Maleaha Smith:  
$2500 from Central Washington University 

Matthew Scheuber:  
$2500 from Oregon State University 

Jake Eko:  
$2500 from University of Washington 

Social distancing this 
summer may be a thing of 
the past, but there are some 
guests you should never allow 
into your home — pests such 
as ants, roaches, rats, and 
termites. Not only are pest 
infestations a nuisance, but it 
is also critical to protect your 
family from disease due to 
food contamination, and your 
property from damage caused 
by pests. 

The National Pest 
Management Association 
reported that pests are catching 
on to people spending more 
time at home this year. With 

people generating more 
amounts of food and waste, 
pest encounters at home are 
growing more common. Here 
are some steps you can take 
now to help keep your home 
pest-free.  

Inside Your Home 
The U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) 
recommends a few things you 
can do inside your house to 
control future infestations:  

Keep Food Stored. Make 
sure no food is left out in the 
kitchen without being covered 

or placed in a sealed plastic 
or glass container. If you have 
food waste in a garbage can 
outside your home, make sure 
it has a tightly covered lid.  

Fix Leaky Plumbing. Some 
pests, such as cockroaches, 
can survive a long time 
without food, but need water 
more often to survive. Check 
your home for leaky faucets, 
radiators, dishwashers and 
washing machines, and make 
the necessary repairs. 

Declutter and Caulk Cracks. 
Piles of newspapers, magazines 
or cardboard are havens for 
pests, so it’s best to remove 

them. Identify and seal cracks 
and openings along baseboards, 
behind sinks and around pipes 
and windows. Critters like to 
hide in crevasses.   

Outside Your Home 
Pests enter your home from 

the outside, so you will also 
need to prepare the exterior of 
your house to keep pests out: 

Check delivery items. 
Inspect all packages for pests 
before bringing them into your 
home.  

Repair Exterior Damage. 
Look for cracks and holes 

on the outside of your home 
and seal them up.  Be sure to 
include points where utility 
lines enter the house.  Head 
up to the roof to look for any 
rotted or decaying shingles.  

Remove Debris. Sticks or 
firewood piles should be neatly 
stacked away from the house 
and off the ground to avoid 
attracting rodents.  

For more home 
maintenance tips and a 
searchable directory of trusted, 
pest maintenance companies, 
builders and general 
contractors in Lewis County, 
visit omb.org today! 

The Tour of Homes is an opportunity to explore the 
craftsmanship of our region’s finest. Homes will be open 

throughout Thurston County for you to view new construction 
and completed remodel projects, meet the teams behind the 

work, and ask questions about your own upcoming plans.  
The Tour of Homes Guide, complete with detailed driving 

directions, will be available the week of the event at omb.org.

OMB Tour of Homes 
September 17-18, 2022
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Babe Ruth Baseball

By The Chronicle staff

Winning the South Wash-
ington title last weekend, the 
14U Twin Cities Babe Ruth All-
Star team went undefeated at 
the tournament in Longview, 
and will advance to regionals in 
Ferndale to play against the top 
squads from Montana, Idaho, 
Oregon, and British Columbia. 

The Twin Cities squad con-
sisted of Bryce Pine, Beckman 
Dvorak, Jonah Lowe, Hunter 
Vanderhoff, Mykel Sneller, Hud-

son Waterfield, Jake Johnson, 
Kade Warner, Zeke Haskins, 
Chase Davenport, Cole Ozretich, 
and Preston Trodahl. They were 
managed by Derek Oberg, Bran-
don Johnson, and Katelyn Pine. 

None of TC’s games were 
close, dispatching host Longview, 
16-7 in the first game, defeating 
Black Hills 18-1 in the quarter-
finals, Centerfield 19-6 in the 
semis, and finally defeating 
Longview again in the finals, 15-
5. 

A strong pitching staff, in-

cluding Ozretich, Trodahl, and 
Davenport as starters, and 
Sneller and Johnson in relief, 
helped set the tone, and hot bats 
from Haskins, Dvorak, Lowe, 
Johnson and Pine erased any 
doubt. Warner caught all but one 
inning behind the plate over the 
course of the four games. 

Oberg has also started a fun-
draiser to pay for travel expenses 
as TC looks to take its run even 
further. For more information, 
search Twin City Babe Ruth on 
Facebook.

By The Chronicle staff

With all proceeds directly 
benefiting the Centralia base-
ball program, the Tyler Gussin 
Memorial Woodbat Slowpitch 
Tournament in Centralia had 
a great turnout, and was won 
by a team representing Willie’s 

Sports Shop this past weekend. 
Willie’s defeated Fred’s Tires 

6-5 in the championship game 
on Sunday to take home the title. 

Tigers’ baseball coach Adam 
Riffe organized the event, and 
thanked Chelsea Jane from 
Parks and Rec and Dennis Faber 
for helping to organize umpires. 

Courtesy Photo / Derek Oberg

The 14u Twin Cities Babe Ruth All-Star team poses for a photo after winning the South Washington title Sunday in Longview. Not pictured: Hudson Waterfield.

Twin Cities All-Stars Advance to Regionals in Ferndale

Courtesy Photo

Willie’s Sports Shop’s team poses for a photo after taking home the Tyler Gussin Memorial Woodbat Slowpitch Tournament 
title last weekend in Centralia. 

Willie’s Sports Shop 
Wins Tyler Gussin 
Woodbat Slowpitch 
Tournament

Josh Kirshenbaum / The Daily News

Chase Davenport winds up to deliver a pitch against Longview in the South Wash-
ington Babe Ruth title game in Longview Sunday.
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CALL TODAY 
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By Larry Stone

The Seattle Times

LOS ANGELES — While 
brushing shoulders with his 
baseball heroes and savoring ev-
ery bit of the All-Star experience, 
a buoyant Julio Rodriguez dis-
covered that the incredibly surg-
ing Mariners are a major topic 
of conversation in the American 
League clubhouse.

As in, “Do you guys ever 
lose?”

“A good amount of people 
have been asking about that,” 
Rodriguez said with a grin.

It would have been a prepos-
terous notion just a month ago 
that the Mariners, of all teams, 
would be the talk of baseball as 
the sport headed into its mid-
summer showcase at Dodger 
Stadium. And yet, there they 
were Monday, capturing their 
fair share of All-Star buzz with 
the likes of multithreat superstar 
Shohei Ohtani, retiring legends 
Albert Pujols and Miguel Cabre-
ra and local hero (and National 
League starting pitcher) Clayton 
Kershaw.

American League manager 
Dusty Baker’s day job as the 
Astros head man has definitely 
caused him to take stock of the 
Mariners’ hot streak — espe-
cially knowing those two teams 
will square off immediately in 
seven of the first 10 games after 
the break. From a low point of 
29-39 June 19, the Mariners have 
won 14 in a row and 22 of their 
past 25 to take hold of the sec-
ond AL wild-card spot. But they 
have made up just four games 
on Houston during that stretch 

— enough to at least cut their 
deficit in the AL West standings 
to single digits at nine games.

“Well, I thought the Mariners 
had a good team from the very 
beginning, and I told everybody 
back then,” Baker said. “They 
finished extremely strong last 
year. You have to beat them; 
they’re not going to beat them-
selves. And the thing about the 
Mariners is that they had prob-
ably the toughest travel in base-
ball in the first month or so, 
going back and forth across the 
country four or five times. Now 
a lot of their games are at home, 
where they’re extremely tough. 
So they’re going to be tough 
down the stretch.”

Funny he should mention 
the excessive early travel. The 
Mariners’ other All-Star, Ty 
France, cited it as an unavoid-
able factor in the ballclub’s rocky 

start. Not in an excuse-making 
way, but just the reality of not 
playing a single road game in 
the Pacific time zone until June 
21.

“Our scheduled sucked the 
first month and a half,” France 
said. “We had three East Coast 
trips in a row, and we were ex-
hausted. It’s hard. And so once 
we were able to get that out of 
the way, we were able to just fo-
cus on our game again, not wor-
rying about travel. We were able 
to play our baseball.”

And if there was a common 
theme to their peers’ percep-
tion of “Mariners baseball” as I 
canvassed the All-Stars during 
Monday’s media availability, it 
was a litany of non-sexy factors. 
Such as: They present quality 
at-bats up and down the lineup. 
They rarely mess up a play on 
defense. And their pitching staff 
battles with intensity from the 
starters through their relievers.

Here’s a sampling:
• Jake Cronenworth, Padres 

(swept in two games during 
the streak): “I think the biggest 
thing for that team, it just felt 
like every at-bat there is fire in 

each one of those guys. They 
were having quality at-bats ev-
ery time, and their pitchers were 
going out and pounding the 
zone. It just felt like they played 
the right way that entire series.”

• Manny Machado, Padres: 
“They’ve got a tremendous 
team out there, and they’re go-
ing to compete every single day. 
They’re a fun team to watch.”

• Jordan Romano, Blue Jays 
(swept in four games during the 
streak): “That’s what happens 
when a team gets hot — great 
starting pitching, clutch hit-
ting and their bullpen has been 
phenomenal. … They’re a pretty 
dangerous team right now. I’m 
sure they’ll keep it up to some 
extent. They’re a tough team 
to beat, and I’m sure they’ll be 
right there at the end.”

• Paul Blackburn, A’s (beaten 
twice by Mariners at the outset 
of the streak): “That’s kind of 
what a lot of people thought how 
they’re going to be the whole 
year. I feel like the Mariners 
are the type of team that makes 
you work for a lot of stuff, and 
from a pitching standpoint, they 
put together really good at-bats. 
They fight off a lot of tough 

pitches. There’s really no soft 
spot throughout that lineup..”

• Corey Seager, Rangers 
(swept in four games during the 
streak): “They’re playing really 
good baseball. It’s something 
that when you run into a team 
like that, they’re hard to beat. 
For the last two weeks, they’ve 
been a really good team.”

• Justin Verlander, Astros: “I 
think they played the Astros 
very tough last year. I think this 
potential was definitely there 
early in the season. With J-Rod 
getting going and their pitching, 
it makes them very dynamic.”

The other common theme 
that emerged was the sense that 
the Mariners were having a 
whole lot of fun. Of course, who 
wouldn’t have fun winning ev-
ery day for two full weeks (and 
almost every day for a month)? 
Watching from afar, Dodgers 
All-Star Tyler Anderson noticed 
the joy emanating from the 
Mariners, which he saw close up 
as a team member during last 
year’s playoff run that fell just 
short.

“Being on that Mariners’ 
team was so much fun,” he said. 

“I’ve told guys before, and we 

talked about it the other day on 
the bench — it’s just different. 
They play baseball a little dif-
ferently. You watch those guys 
every day, and they just have so 
much fun.”

Again, that perception was 
confirmed by France, who said 
the attitude alluded to by An-
derson has carried over to this 
year and helped sustain them 
during their early struggles.

“”I think there’s our core 
group from last year who took 
a lot of pride in making base-
ball fun,” France said. “We went 
through that tough stretch last 
year, and it was hard showing up 
to the field every day. So we had 
to find a way to make baseball 
fun again. And we found that 
way.

“We now know who we are as 
a team, and we’re able to just run 
with it. No one makes fun of us 
more than us.”

Such teasing and self-dep-
recation is an internal coping 
mechanism. Externally, the in-
credibly streaking Mariners are 
invoking nothing but grudging 
admiration from their rivals.
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MLB
‘Do You Guys Ever Lose?’: M’s 14-Game Win Streak Captures All-Stars’ Attention

Ron Jenkins / Getty Images

Julio Rodriguez (44) of the Seattle Mariners celebrities with teammates Abraham Toro (13), Adam Frazier (26) and Cal Raleigh (29) after hitting a grand slam home run 
against the Texas Rangers during the eighth inning at Globe Life Field on July 15 in Arlington, Texas.

By Ryan Divish

The Seattle Times

LOS ANGELES — As Ty 
France searched for an opening 
to get to his locker in the embar-
rassing closet that is the visitors 
clubhouse in Dodger Stadium, 
he understood that it wouldn’t 
be simple given who was in the 
middle of the crowd.

In the middle of the scrum 
of bodies, Julio Rodriguez was 
answering questions about his 
performance in the Home Run 
Derby, a rookie season that has 
earned him a spot on the All-
Star team and likely the Ameri-
can League Rookie of the Year 
award and an official corona-
tion as Seattle’s biggest sport star.

“It’s still Julio’s world it looks 
like,” France is told.

“Always,” he said. “And it’s 
going to be for a very long time.”

France finally found a way to 
wiggle his linebacker-sized body 
through the assembled media to 
get to his locker next to Rodri-
guez and grab his gear for bat-
ting practice before Tuesday’s 
All-Star Game.

Less than 24 hours after a 
stunning runner-up perfor-
mance in the Home Run Derby 
and announcing his presence as 
baseball’s next young superstar, 
Rodriguez was the center of at-
tention.

“I feel like I just came out to 
do what I do,” he said. “I guess 
they know me a little more. I’ve 
just gotta keep on going, keep 
on staying focused and staying 
within myself in the way that I 
have been doing. I’m just being 
me.”

Being Julio Rodriguez is 
easy. At age 21, he has a mature 
understanding of who he is and 

what he wants to be in baseball. 
He’s completely comfortable in 
the spotlight because he doesn’t 
change his personality for it.

Of course, he still gets a little 
wide-eyed at times.

When Steph Curry quote 
tweeted a picture of Rodriguez 
wearing the NBA star’s signa-
ture shoes, saying: “I see the 
kicks, J-Rod! Good luck tonight,” 
he was stunned. Utah Jazz star 
guard Donovan Mitchell tweet-
ed during the Home Run Der-
by: “This kid Julio Rodriguez is 
nice!!”

“It’s crazy because I’m a pretty 
big basketball fan and a big fan 
of those guys,” Rodriguez said. 

“It was just amazing to see that 
my name was thrown out by 
players like that.”

Both Curry and Rodriguez 
have shoe deals with Under Ar-
mour. Rodriguez had custom-
made spikes for the game.

On the toe of his right shoe 
were the words, “If you can 
dream it, you can believe it” and 
on the toe of his left shoe was his 
favorite saying: “Don’t let any-
one set your limits.”

While Rodriguez’s popu-
larity has skyrocketed among 
baseball fans outside the Pacific 
Northwest, his fellow MLB play-
ers have already taken notice.

“Julio is unbelievable,” said 
Mike Trout. “Just got all the 
tools, all the hype. You know, 
he’s fun to watch.”

The two have had multiple 
conversations over the past two 
days in Los Angeles.

“He plays the game the right 
way,” Trout said. “He’s always 
got a smile on his face and he re-
minds me of myself when I first 
came up.”

Rangers lefty Martin Perez 
was still shaking his head about 
Rodriguez turning a 96-mph 
fastball at the top of the strike 
zone from Jose Leclerc into a 
grand slam in Texas.

“He showed me that he’s re-
ally good,” Perez said. “I was 
like, ‘Wow, this kid is gonna be 
a superstar. The big thing is be-
cause his mentality is that he’s a 
winner.”

Asked about Rodriguez, 
Marlins ace Sandy Alcantara 
laughed.

“He’s great,” Alcantara said. 
“What can I say, he hit his first 
homer off me.”

Indeed, on May 1 in Miami, 
Rodriguez smashed a 97-mph 
sinker off the facing of the up-
per deck in deep left-center for a 
three-run homer in a 7-4 victory. 
The homer traveled 450 feet.

“That day I was so mad be-
cause I mean, I threw my best 
pitch against him,” said Alcan-
tara, who gave up a season-high 
five runs that game. “He was 
ready for it and he hit a big hom-
er.”

Blue Jays closer Jordan Ro-
mano was told all about Rodri-
guez by former teammate Ryan 
Borucki.

“It’s not just his physical tal-
ent, but he has the makeup to be 
a superstar, the work ethic and a 
super nice guy,’” Romano said of 
the scouting report.

Then Romano saw it first-
hand in Seattle.

“I think the first thing I no-
ticed was his arm,” Romano said. 

“I think he threw one about 100 
miles an hour from the outfield. 
And then we saw his speed too, 
and then the bat — he had a dou-
ble, a couple of singles. When 

you think about him, he’s a five-
tool player, an absolute physical 
specimen. I think he’s gonna be 
great for years to come.”

How great?
“Incredible, incredible,” said 

Vladimir Guerrero Jr.
“Star,” said Justin Verlander.
“He’s special,” said Manny 

Machado.
How special?
Trout summed it up: “He’s 

great for the game of baseball.”

The Retired Life
While his parents were in 

town for the All-Star Game, 
including having his dad, Jeff, 
pitch to him in the Home Run 
Derby, Corey Seager said his big 
brother, Kyle, was on vacation 
with his family.

The youngest of the three 
brothers then joked, “well, he’s 
retired, so he’s sort of always on 
vacation.”

Asked about Kyle’s shift into 
a full-time life and softer dad-
body, Corey laughed.

“He sure has,” Corey said. “It 
is impressive.”

But could Kyle start training 
and come back next season?

“Yeah, I think so,” Corey said. 
“Whether he wants to or not, I 
don’t know. It doesn’t seem like 
he misses it. He’s very happy 
with where he’s at.”

Corey tried very hard to re-
cruit Kyle to play with him in 
Texas. But he also knew that 
Kyle was banged up physically, 
needing offseason elbow surgery.

“He definitely was and he 
just he wanted to go home and 
spend some time with his fam-
ily,” Corey said. “I can’t really 
knock him for that. I had mixed 
feelings on it. I was nervous 

that he’d miss it and stuff like 
that. And I just didn’t want him 
to kind of stop before he was 
ready and but he was completely 
ready.”

Corey and Rangers manager 
Chris Woodward, who was an 
infield coach for the Mariners 
when Kyle won a Gold Glove, 
couldn’t convince him to come 
to Texas.

“I talked to him a few times,” 
Corey said. “Once he kind of 
said no to playing with me, to 
be able to just at least have that 
experience, that’s how I kind of 
knew that he was ready to be 
done.”

Winning = Fans
The Mariners announced 

Monday that Friday’s game vs. 
the Astros – the first out of the 
All-Star break  is sold out.

“We are thrilled at the excite-
ment and support our fans con-
tinue to show this team. Return-
ing from the All-Star break on a 
14-game winning streak in front 
of a sell-out crowd is incred-
ible,” Frances Traisman, Mari-
ners vice president of sales, said 
in a statement. “While tickets 
for Friday have sold out, we still 
have great seats available for the 
rest of this homestand and all 
remaining games at T-Mobile 
Park this season.”

Before the All-Star break, 
the Mariners were expecting a 
crowd of just more than 25,000. 
But ticket sales have been brisk 
with the team looking tie a fran-
chise record of 15 straight wins.

Per the Mariners, there have 
been close to 37,000 tickets sold 
for Saturday’s game and 30,000 
sold for the series finale with the 
Astros.

Mariner Rookie Julio Rodriguez’s Rise to Stardom Continues to Get Brighter



By Ryan Divish

The Seattle Times

LOS ANGELES — What do 
you do when you whiff on your 
first swing in your first Home 
Run Derby?

You put on a performance 
memorable enough to make ev-
eryone in attendance and watch-
ing on television to forget to the 
faux pas. And you also offer an 
impressive introduction to the 
rest of the baseball world on 
Monday, providing a glimpse of 
what fans in the Pacific North-
west have experienced and al-
ready know — he is baseball’s 
next superstar.

Julio Rodriguez’s quest to win 
the annual Home Run Derby in 
his first try, in what has already 
been a rookie season that exceed-
ed expectations for the 21-year-
old man-child, fell just short in 
the finals.

Juan Soto of the Nation-
als, aided by a 60-second bonus 
round, hit his 19th homer with 
30 seconds left in the extra time, 
surpassing Rodriguez’s total of 
18.

Flinging his bat high in the 
sky when the horn sounded 
signaling his victory, Soto was 
mobbed by friends and fellow 
National League All-stars.

Gracious in defeat, Rodriguez 

applauded Soto’s accomplish-
ment and then gave him a hug 
postgame. The two players who 
fail from the Dominican Repub-
lic used play Call of Duty against 
each other online a few years ago.

“Just being able to perform on 
this day, it was pretty fun,” Ro-
driguez said.

While Soto was the win-
ner, it was Rodriguez who stole 
the show, earning a boisterous 
standing ovation from the sold-

out crowd in attendance and 
hugs from his parents that were 
watching on the field.

“Really fun,” he said of the 
experience. “My family was lov-
ing it. I feel at the end of the day, 
everything I do is just to make 
them proud and make them hap-
py. To just see their faces, they 
had a lot of joy.”

With his typical on-field in-
tensity accompanied by the in-
toxicating charisma and mega-

watt smile, Rodriguez delivered a 
brilliant performance.

After blasting 32 homers in 
the first round to defeat Corey 
Seager and following that up 
with 31 homers in the second 
round, knocking off two-time 
defending champion Pete Alon-
so in the semifinals, Rodriguez 
seemed poised to pull off a stun-
ner of a victory.

But in the final round, which 
is only two minutes, Rodriguez 
hit 13 homers in regulation. But 
only one of the balls traveled far-
ther than 440 feet. It earned him 
a 30-second bonus. In the first 
two rounds, he hit at least two 
balls more than 440 feet to earn 
a full one-minute bonus.

That extra 30 seconds was 
likely the difference. Rodriguez 
hit five in the 30-second bonus 
round.

Soto hit nine homers in the 
first 90 seconds of the regula-
tion round and then took a time-
out. He came back with seven 
more in the final 30 seconds for 
15 at the end of regulation. He 
wouldn’t need the full minute.

Batting in the leadoff spot 
of the Home Run Derby, like 
he’s been doing in the Mariners 
lineup, Rodriguez stepped to 
the plate as the first hitter of the 
night. With his friend, Franmy 
Pena, pitching, an amped-up Ro-

driguez swung viciously at the 
first pitch and didn’t touch it. It 
drew gasps and laughter from 
the fans. Rodriguez smiled a lit-
tle at what happened. He fouled 
off the second pitch into the back 
of the net, drawing more reac-
tion for the fans.

For Mariners fans, the fear 
of Bret Boone going homerless, 
momentarily entered into their 
mind. But it was only momen-
tarily. Their precocious rookie 
was unfazed by it. Similar to the 
first-month struggles of his ca-
reer, he knew he’d be fine. He’d 
practiced for the moment, simu-
lating a round in Texas on Satur-
day, blasting 37 homers in four 
minutes.

“I wasn’t really thinking about 
it,” he said. “If you think about 
it, this is my first time going 
into the home run derby. I’ve 
never been into a derby. It was 
fun to get it out of the way, and 
for (Pena) too. It was a low pitch, 
but I still swung at it. After that, I 
feel we were able to lock it in and 
have success.

Indeed, he and Pena found 
a rhythm. Pena tossed the ball 
lightly to the inner half of the 
plate above his belt, the sweet 
spot, and Rodriguez started 
mashing baseballs with frighten-
ing ease.
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Hayne Palmour IV / San Diego Union-Tribune

In this photo from May 7, 2019, the Padres’ Ty France, right, is greeted by Manny Machado after France hit a two-run home 
run in the fourth inning against the Mets at Petco Park in San Diego, California.

How Ty France Earned Singular Respect of Manny Machado, Baseball
By Bryce Miller

The San Diego Union-Tribune

One day in Peoria, Ariz., in 
the middle of mundane and re-
lentless spring-training drills, Ty 
France decided to up the ante 
with one of the most confident 
and established players in Major 
League Baseball.

France, scooping up ground 
balls next to Manny Machado, 
leaned in.

“I told Manny, ‘Hey, whoever 
makes more errors buys dinner,’” 
zFrance, now with the Mari-
ners, said at Dodger Stadium in 
advance of Tuesday’s All-Star 
Game. “He said, ‘Ty, I’m not say-
ing this to be mean, but you can’t 
afford where I eat.’ I said, ‘Even 
better, let’s go.’”

The chuckle revealed how 
much France, a first-time All-
Star, cherished his time with 
the Padres, despite all the things 
blocking his shot at hitting his 
way into baseball’s big time.

France, one of the best first 
baseman in the game this break-
out season, had a stop sign in 
front of him in the form of Eric 
Hosmer’s $20 million annual 
contract. Machado, one of the 
best in the game, manned third. 
Jake Cronenworth, a budding 
All-Star, anchored second.

Add in the fact the National 
League lacked a designated hitter 
without any guarantee it would 
arrive and the roadblocks were 
complete.

“I understood the business 
side of it,” France said. “It was 
such a great clubhouse and team. 
I loved every single one of those 
dudes in there. To have to leave 
them, that was the only hard part.

“Career-wise, this was the best 
situation for me. I’m very grate-
ful the trade happened.”

Know this: France was ab-
solutely and uniquely beloved 
in the Padres’ clubhouse and 
respected by a front office that, 
rightly or wrongly, felt hand-
cuffed while filling other gaps 
during a playoff run in 2020.

When GM A.J. Preller un-
corked trade-a-palooza, with 26 
players bouncing like pinballs 
across six deals, France was 

swept up in regime change.
“Of all those guys at the trade-

line, I remember Ty standing 
out,” said Greg Garcia, France’s 
former teammate who is now re-
tired. “Everyone in the clubhouse 
was like, ‘Oh man, that hurts.’”

The collective groan was two-
fold.

Teammates were drawn to 
the smile and infectious per-
sonality of France, a young guy 
bold enough to absorb barbs 
from a $300 million player like 
Machado and firing it right back. 
They also dreaded the loss of a 
blossoming bat that consistently 
raked at every level on his climb 
to the big leagues.

The clubhouse believed in the 
future of France, even if the front 
office felt it could not untangle 
things. Nothing, though, ce-
mented him in Padres’ lore more 
than singular validation from 
Machado.

“Ty was the only guy that’s 

ever done it, ever,” Machado said 
of a young player going toe-to-
toe with him verbally. “I loved 
that. He told me all the time, I’m 
just trying to push you to be bet-
ter every single day. I love that 
about him. That’s why we always 
got along really well.

“He got me on the side and 
said, ‘Hey, I just want you to 
teach me. I look up to you and 
I see what you’re doing, and I 
want to be just as good as you.’ … 
That’s just the type of person he 
is.

“Man, I miss that guy. He’s 
awesome.”

Earning praise of that stripe 
from that particular player in 
that particular way requires, well, 
a certain part of the male anato-
my.

Cronenworth, another Pa-
dres’ All-Star, laughed at Mach-
ado saying France represented a 
first. Though a late addition for 
injured Mike Trout of the Angels, 

France refuses to limit possibili-
ties or conversations.

“It’s a testament to who Ty 
is,” Cronenworth said of France, 
who matched Machado defen-
sively the day they bet. “Even 
with the player Manny is and 
how long he’s been an elite play-
er, it kind of shows who Ty is. It 
was a wrong that was righted, for 
him to get here. He’s having an 
incredible season.”

Did Cronenworth survive 
early tests from Machado?

“No way,” he said, with a grin. 
“I was on the other side of the 
field. I tried to stay away from 
Manny.”

France has made the most of 
his shot to play every day. He’s 
hitting .308 with an .846 OPS, 
11 home runs, 49 RBIs and a 2.2 
WAR (wins above replacement) 
total that ranks No. 69 among 
everyone in baseball, according 
to FanGraphs.

Hosmer, the Padres’ current 

first baseman, stands at .271, .709, 
six homers, 35 RBIs and an 0.3 
WAR that stands 545th in the 
game.

“He should have made (the 
All-Star Game) from the get-go,” 
Machado said. “Ty’s been a hitter 
since he’s been with us. Finally, 
it’s being shown. It’s freakin’ 
awesome to see him doing what 
he’s been doing.”

Garcia argued the initial All-
Star misfired on France seemed 
ludicrous.

“If he didn’t make it, it would 
be a here-we-go-again thing,” 
said Garcia, who worked out 
with the former San Diego State 
star in the offseason as both 
chased new jobs in new cities. 

“He hasn’t had the easiest road 
to where he’s at. He’s been a lat-
er-round pick (34th round). At 
every level, he’s had to do more 
than other guys.

“He was probably sitting there 
like, ‘Man, what do I gotta do?’ 
He’s in an elite group now. No-
body can take this away from 
him.”

The Machado story, Garcia 
said, underscored France’s un-
common calm and confidence.

“To give it right back to Man-
ny, that’s a future Hall of Famer,” 
he said. “Most young guys would 
keep their mouth shut and take 
it. He has that confidence about 
him.

“He always has a smile on his 
face. All those pictures of him 
blowing bubbles, he’s like a Little 
Leaguer out there. That’s hard to 
do, treating it like that at the big-
league level with all the pressure.”

Keeping shoulders square in a 
game that revels in un-squaring 
them allowed France to churn 
forward.

“I think I’ve always played 
with a chip on my shoulder,” 
said France, whose Mariners 
are baseball’s hottest team with 
a 14-game winning streak. “I 
think my entire baseball career, 
I’ve kind of been overlooked. Just 
kind of used that as fuel to get to 
where I am today.

“It’s all paid off.”
Doubt him? France is willing 

to bet on it.

Gina Ferazzi / Los Angeles Times

Washington Nationals’ Juan Soto tosses his bat after defeating Cleveland Indians’ 
Jose Ramirez with 18 home runs to advance to the second round during the MLB 
All-Star Home Run Derby at Dodger Stadium on Monday in Los Angeles, California. 

Julio Rodriguez Dazzles in First Home Run Derby but Comes Up Short to Juan Soto

CHICAGO (TNS) — The 
NASCAR Cup Series will visit 
Chicago next year — and it’ll 
make history when it does.

NASCAR announced Tues-
day that it will break into the 
third-largest media market in 
the U.S. when it hosts a first-of-
its-kind street course race on July 
2, 2023, in downtown Chicago.

This means NASCAR’s top 
drivers will be maneuvering the 
streets of one of the biggest cities 
in the U.S. — a prospect imag-
ined and piloted in the eNAS-

CAR iRacing Pro Invitational 
Series last summer but never ac-
tualized until now.

“We seized an incredible op-
portunity to add an unprec-
edented element to our schedule 
and take center stage in the heart 
of another major metropolitan 
market,” Ben Kennedy, NAS-
CAR senior vice president of 
racing development and strat-
egy, said. “This is the ideal set-
ting for the first-ever NASCAR 
Cup Series street race. The NAS-
CAR Cup Series Next Gen cars 

and the IMSA machines will 
race along the shores of Lake 
Michigan in downtown Chicago, 
marking a truly historic moment 
for our sport.”

The agreement between the 
city of Chicago and NASCAR re-
portedly stipulates that the race 
will be held for three consecutive 
years beginning in 2023.

The course will transform 
Lake Shore Drive, Michigan Av-
enue, Columbus Drive and “se-
lect surrounding throughfares” 
into a 12-turn, 2.2-mile street 

course that starts and ends at 
iconic Buckingham Fountain. 
Along the way, drivers will pass 
through some of the most mem-
orable parts of the city, including 
Grant Park and Soldier Field.

“Chicago’s streets are as iconic 
as our skyline, and our reputa-
tion as a world-class sports city 
is indisputable,” Chicago may-
or Lori Lightfoot said, adding, 

“Chicago’s world-class entertain-
ment and hospitality industries, 
coupled with our city’s history 
as a conduit for sports talent, 

make us the perfect hosts for this 
unique event.”

In a corresponding move, 
Sports Business Journal reported 
Road America will lose its Cup 
Series race in 2023 to make room 
for the new Chicago event. The 
remainder of the 2023 schedules 
for the Cup Series, NASCAR 
Xfinity Series, NASCAR Camp-
ing World Truck Series and 
IMSA will be announced at a 
later date, per the association.

The race will be televised on 
NBC.

Racing

NASCAR Sets a Date With History in Chicago for First Street Race
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By Geoff Baker

The Seattle Times

Last week’s opening of NHL 
free agency told us a whole lot 
about the direction the Kraken 
appear to be headed in the next 
few seasons.

In short, it’s a revised three- 
to five-year plan to make the 
playoffs. Not quite “building 
through the draft” but also not 
the dramatic summer-roster 
infusion openly discussed last 
winter and spring.

Indeed, the team did not 
trade draft picks for NHL-ready 
players in Montreal two weeks 
ago, as general manager Ron 
Francis previously stated he’d 
be attempting. And Francis 
also did not use ample salary-
cap space to make a splash by 
landing any truly marquee 
free agents during or since last 
week’s opening of the signing 
period.

Instead, he added second-
tier free agents in winger Andre 
Burakovsky and right-handed 
shot defenseman Justin Schul-
tz. In fairness, the Burakovsky 
deal was for a longer five-year 
commitment, during which the 
27-year-old could blossom into 
an elite scorer.

For now, we’ll see whether 
his 22 goals with Stanley Cup-
winning Colorado translate to 
identical or better numbers with 
a team that was third-worst in 
the league last season. It’s doubt-
ful even the Kraken feel they’ve 
done enough to bridge the 
39-point gap between them and 
the playoffs. But they don’t really 
seem to be trying to, at least for 
this coming season.

Much of that has to do with 
how the team’s plans shifted 
this month once it lucked out 
in Montreal by having Shane 
Wright topple from a projected 
No. 1 overall draft slot into their 
hands at No. 4.

When that happened, the 
Kraken were no longer think-
ing about drafting a defenseman 
likely two years from the NHL. 
No, instead the 2022-23 season 
became all about a supposedly 
NHL-ready Wright and the 
team’s No. 2 overall draft pick 
from last year, Matty Beniers, 
being trotted out together.

Suddenly, through what 
Kraken scouting director Rob-
ert Kron termed a “Christmas 
came early” scenario, the team 
has been gift-wrapped a pair of 
potential future top-line center-
men for years to come.

And the Kraken want those 
top-line years to arrive as quick-
ly as possible. So this coming 
season almost certainly will be 
used to fully break both play-
ers into the NHL, replete with 

the tribulations, setbacks and 
growing pains that entails. No, 
it won’t be some silly “tank” to 
land next summer’s projected 
top pick. More of a season get-
ting everybody on the same 
page, learning to win tough 
games and staying relevant be-
yond Thanksgiving this time.

Reinforcing that Beniers-
Wright focus, the Kraken last 
week added a free-agent cen-
ter in John Hayden regarded as 
much for his ability to throw a 
punch as putting the puck in the 
net. Somebody, after all, needs 
to protect Beniers and Wright 
from being manhandled by op-
ponents. The Kraken can’t have 
top defenseman Jamie Oleksiak 
sitting out for five minutes ev-
ery time a warning or response 
needs to be sent in pugilistic 
fashion.

Having Beniers and Wright 
meant the Kraken passed on 
a more proven NHL center in 
free agent Nazem Kadri, who 
remains unsigned. They also 
appear to have balked at the 
longer-term financial commit-
ment sought by defenseman 
John Klingberg, settling for a 
two-year deal with the older Jus-
tin Schultz.

If Schultz doesn’t pan out, 
the Kraken can cut him loose 

after the 2023-24 season, like-
ly the first one in which they 
hope to realistically contend for 
something. By then, Beniers and 
Wright should have a full season 
under their belts and — in a per-
fect universe — be ready to take 
the next step.

That season is also the final 
one before Beniers becomes a 
restricted free agent and — if 
performance matches hype — 
would earn a major pay increase. 
Same with Wright a year after 
that.

So Francis, having chosen 
to fashion his future playoff 
team — and his Kraken future — 
around the two prospects, is un-
derstandably reluctant to tie up 
further serious long-term cash 
before knowing exactly what 
they’ll cost. Right now, between 
Beniers, Wright, Burakovsky 
and the five-year extension 
given to winger Jared McCann 
in March, the Kraken have ar-
ranged things so that — by fall 
2023 — they’ll have a solid core 
of seasoned, under-30 forwards 
ready to attempt a postseason 
push.

Given all that, pundits who 
analyze sports transactions 
based on fiscal prudence and 
risk aversion will undoubtedly 
hail the lower-key Kraken free-

agent additions as “wise” or 
“smart” moves.

The challenge, though, be-
comes if the Kraken don’t make 
a serious playoff push by Year 3, 
which is entirely possible. Per-
haps the projected young stars 
need time. Then you’re looking 
at a four- to five-year plan that 
looks less “wise” or “smart” as 
goalie Philipp Grubauer’s free-
agent deal winds down.

Francis certainly didn’t sign 
Grubauer for six years, $35.4 
million last summer because he 
had some distant five-year plan.

The Kraken also will seek 
renewals from season-ticket 
holders locked into three-year 
deals following the team’s third 
campaign in 2023-24. If it has 
become a four- or a five-year 
plan by that point, the responses 
could get interesting.

Sure, that seems a distant 
worry while basking in the af-
terglow of the Wright draft. But 
prospects are just that until they 
prove themselves, and it doesn’t 
always happen overnight.

On the flip side, things could 
go better than hoped.

In fact, there are likely folks 
in the Kraken’s front office se-
cretly thinking there’s an outside 
shot at playoffs next season. Re-
member, some advanced statisti-

cal models projected the Kraken 
could have had a 90-point team 
last season. So a similar dynam-
ic could theoretically still exist if 
Grubauer rebounds, the Kraken 
jell without expansion distrac-
tions and COVID-19 is a non-
factor.

The addition of Burakovsky 
and, to a lesser extent, Schultz, 
should improve the overall of-
fense and power play. Not as 
much as prized free agents 
Johnny Gaudreau or Klingberg 
would have, but they’ll at least 
be better. Throw in returns from 
injury by Jaden Schwartz and 
Brandon Tanev, plus having Be-
niers all season, and a longshot 
playoff bid doesn’t sound that 
far-fetched. Right?

Well, to quote my favorite 
pugilistic character not Oleksiak 
or Hayden but literary fiction 
ex-military cop Jack Reacher: 

“Hope for the best, plan for the 
worst.”

The Kraken are planning 
like a team that knows its first 
realistic playoff chance won’t 
come until at least two seasons 
from now. And the sooner they 
get there by blending their two 
top draftees into a team hope-
fully not competing for another 
top-five pick next spring, the 
better everyone will be for it.
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NHL
‘Christmas Came Early’ for the Kraken with Shane Wright — Which Could Delay Their Playoff Debut

Ken Lambert / The Seattle Times

Seattle Kraken’s Shane Wright (51) skates during a drill at the NHL hockey team’s first Prospect Development Camp on July 11 in Seattle. For several years, Shane Wright 
was predetermined to be the No. 1 pick in the NHL draft. When the draft finally arrived, Wright tumbled right into the waiting arms of the Seattle Kraken, a team in need 
of a boost heading into its second season.

By Geoff Baker

The Seattle Times

A league source has con-
firmed that longtime NHL play-
er-turned-broadcaster Eddie Ol-
czyk will be joining the ROOT 
Sports booth for Kraken games 
this coming season alongside 
play-by-play man John Forslund, 
whom he’s paired with on na-
tional telecasts throughout the 
years.

Olczyk, 55, a member of the 
U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame and 
a brother of Kraken assistant 
general manager Ricky Olczyk, 
will be part of a new three-man 
booth alongside Forslund and 
current on-air analyst JT Brown. 
Also, the plan is to have Olczyk 
fulfill his full national broadcast 
schedule with TNT, meaning he 

won’t be available for all Krak-
en games and might not start 
the season off with the ROOT 
Sports crew.

Olczyk will also be doing ad-
ditional work for the team and 
network, including recorded 
video segments and profiles.

The Chicago Sun Times first 
reported that Olczyk would be 
joining the Kraken broadcasts 
after doing analysis locally on 
games for his former Chicago 
Blackhawks squad the past 15 
years. The team put out a state-
ment Monday afternoon thank-
ing Olcyzk for his contributions.

“We are going to miss him as 
much as our fans will,” it stated.

The Kraken have yet to re-
lease any statement confirming 
Olczyk’s hiring.

Talks with the Blackhawks 

at renewing Olczyk’s deal, 
which expired June 30, slowed 
in recent weeks. Multiple sourc-
es close to the situation said 
talks with the Kraken began 
last month, at which time it was 
decided the team would keep 
Brown if Olczyk was to join the 
broadcast.

Brown, also a former NHL 
player, joined the Kraken broad-
casts last year with almost no 
on-air experience other than 
giving interviews and team offi-
cials were said to be pleased with 
his progress and the audience 
connection he made.

Olczyk’s arrival should 
nonetheless help bolster the 
broadcasts, which started off 
garnering very high ratings last 
season before quickly plummet-
ing along with the team’s on-ice 

fortunes. Numbers supplied 
by a broadcasting source show 
the Kraken’s games drew a 0.96 
rating for the season on ROOT 
Sports — numbers inflated by a 
strong opening month when the 
team was still a novelty for local 
sports fans.

After garnering a dazzling 
5.5 rating in the franchise 
opener against the Vegas Gold-
en Knights and a strong 2.2 
average through eight October 
games, the Kraken broadcasts 
declined to a 1.4 average rating 
in November and 1.3 in De-
cember. By January, the ratings 
had dropped to a 0.7 average 
and then bottomed out at 0.6 
in February and March, re-
spectively.

Olczyk for years also did 
NBC Sports national broadcasts 

of NHL games, many alongside 
Forslund and continued to do so 
for TNT in its new deal with the 
league starting this past season. 
Under terms of his Kraken deal, 
the Sun Times story said, he 
will continue to do some TNT 
games nationally.

After being drafted third 
overall by the Blackhawks in 
1984, Chicago-born centerman 
Olczyk went on to play 1,031 
regular season games over 16 
seasons with six different teams, 
scoring 342 goals and adding 
452 assists. He also played for 
Team USA at the 1984 Win-
ter Olympics in Sarajevo and 
coached the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins for parts of two seasons 
beginning in 2003-04, compil-
ing a record of 31-64-8-10.

Eddie Olczyk Joining Seattle Kraken’s TV Broadcast Team

By The Spokesman-Review

The Washington Interscho-
lastic Basketball Coaches Asso-
ciation (WIBCA) will induct its 
Class of 2022 at its annual July 
banquet on Tuesday.

The Eastside ceremony at the 
Gaffney Room at Gonzaga Uni-
versity will honor head coaches 
Ray Ricks (Northwest Chris-
tian) and Rick Sloan (Central 
Valley). For his many years of 
service as a coach and athletic 
director, Jamie Nilles (West Val-

ley) will receive the Ed & Shirley 
Pepple Service Award.

Sloan retired in 2018 at 54 
after 22 years with the Bears, 
whom he led to five Greater 
Spokane League championships, 
five state tournaments, two state 
finals, two fourth-place finishes 
and a record of 318-197, a 62% 
winning mark.

Before Sloan took over the 
boys basketball program at 
CV, he was an assistant coach 
in football and basketball and 
told The Spokesman-Review in 

2018 he would have applied for 
“whichever head coaching job 
opened first.”

“It’s been a lot of fun, but I 
think it’s selfish to stay on too 
long,” Sloan said in 2018. “I don’t 
want coaching to define me. I 
want to be defined mostly as a 
father, a teacher and builder of 
young men.”

In 18 seasons, Ricks led 
Northwest Christian to a record 
of 404-95 (.809 winning per-
centage).

As a student at NWC,  Ricks 

played on the 1989 basketball 
team and helped lead the Cru-
saders to their first state cham-
pionship title in any sport. It was 
the first time a private school 
had won the state B champion-
ship.

He became the NWC boys 
basketball coach during the 
2000-01 season and led the pro-
gram to six state championships 
(2006, ‘07, ‘08, ‘09, ‘11 and ‘16). 
NWC was the first 2B program 
to win four consecutive state 
titles.

Nilles coached West Valley 
boys basketball before becom-
ing the athletic director. He 
was recently recognized by the 
school district for achieving 25 
years in service to education.

In addition to his duties at 
West Valley, Nilles organizes 
the annual Eagle Holiday Tour-
nament which hosts dozens of 
boys and girls teams from mul-
tiple classifications across the 
state and North Idaho, as well 
as hosting district and regional 
games at the school.

WIBCA Enshrines Rick Sloan, Ray Ricks, Jamie Nilles at Annual Banquet
Prep Sports
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College Football
Ranking Washington’s 10 Most Intriguing Conference Realignment Matchups

Sean Meagher / The Oregonian

Washington quarterback Dylan Morris drops back to throw as the Huskies face the Oregon State Beavers in a college football 
game at Reser Stadium in Corvallis, Oregon on Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021. 

By Mike Vorel

The Seattle Times

Change can be a good thing.
Or an intriguing thing, at 

least.
More than two weeks after 

USC and UCLA agreed to join 
the Big Ten in 2024, the fate of 
the Pac-12 — or 10? — remains 
frustratingly fluid. Conference 
realignment has temporarily 
paused, while the Pac-12 nego-
tiates its next media rights deal 
in an exclusive 30-day window 
with ESPN and FOX.

(Remember, FOX owns the 
seismic rights to the jumbo Big 
Ten, which just poached USC 
and UCLA, and thus is unlikely 
to submit a bid.)

If ESPN’s offer satisfies the 
Pac-12’s remaining members, the 
conference may stick together 
... or even expand. The Pac-12 
could also proactively partner 
with the ACC, which would 
theoretically boost television 
revenue while positioning the 
aligned conferences squarely be-
hind the Big Ten and SEC’s duel-
ing Death Stars.

But, should ESPN’s offer fall 
flat, the Pac-12 could conceivably 
crumble — with the Big 12 and 
ACC left to pick up the pieces.

Regardless of which scenario 
wins, Washington football fans 
could be presented with some 
fresh and compelling matchups 
in 2024 and beyond.

For now, let’s assume the Big 
Ten and SEC stick with 16 pro-
grams apiece, excluding UW 
(momentarily) from the super 
conference sweepstakes. In the 
event of a partnership or mem-
bership with the Big 12 or ACC, 
here are the Huskies’ 10 most in-
triguing matchups.

10. Virginia Tech
Virginia Tech has built itself 

into an annually competitive 
program — with six division ti-
tles, four ACC titles and enough 
Mike Vick highlights to suck you 
into a YouTube stupor.

But this is about more than 
football.

UW and Virginia Tech also 
tout two of college football’s pre-
mier traditions, as sailgaters de-
scend on Husky Stadium from 
the banks of Lake Washington, 
while the Hokies enter Lane Sta-
dium to the frenzied fury of “En-
ter Sandman.”

If you gravitate to college 
football’s pomp and circum-
stance, this is a home-and-home 
series you wouldn’t want to miss.

9. TCU
If UW is serious about re-

cruiting the state of Texas, match 
ups with TCU — a mainstay in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth market 

— could pay some serious divi-
dends.

Of course, UW is currently 
doing damage in the Lone Star 
State, with two 2023 commits 
from Texas — four-star defen-
sive lineman Anthony James and 
three-star defensive back Diesel 
Gordon. Four-star Arlington 
safety Jordan Sanford could also 
join that list when he announces 
his commitment on Aug. 4.

UW had moderate success 
mining Texas under Chris Pe-
tersen, with Levi Onwuzurike 
and Aaron Fuller notable suc-
cess stories. The Huskies could 
add to that list under Kalen De-
Boer.

8. Kansas State
Four-star 2023 quarterback 

Avery Johnson took an official 
visit to UW in early June, but 
the Maize, Kansas, standout ul-
timately committed to nearby 
Kansas State. The Huskies ac-
cepted a verbal pledge from 
three-star Pierre, South Dakota, 
quarterback Lincoln Kienholz 
instead.

Come 2024, UW could con-
ceivably face off against Johnson 
as the Wildcats starting quarter-
back. The preview stories write 
themselves.

7. BYU
OK, so UW and BYU have 

already played plenty — with 
Washington winning the most 
recent matchups in 2018 and 
2019. The Huskies are 7-4 all-
time against the Cougars.

But considering standout 
wide receiver Puka Nacua’s 
recent transfer from UW to 
BYU, BYU’s unwillingness to 
schedule UW in the pandemic-
shortened 2020 season, and the 
programs’ shared recruiting 
territory, there’d be no short-
age of intrigue in future meet-
ings.

6. North Carolina
As two premier brands on op-

posite coasts, Washington and 
North Carolina have never met 
in a football game.

So from that perspective, 
sign us up. But UW and North 
Carolina are also two of the most 
valuable programs sitting out-
side of the Big Ten/SEC umbrella. 
UW is an obvious choice should 
the Big Ten continue to expand, 
while North Carolina — cur-
rently tied to the ACC’s grant of 
rights agreement — might be ap-
pealing to either the Big Ten or 
the SEC.

Perhaps, until the super con-
ferences come calling, these 
programs will be content to play 
each other.

5. Baylor
UW could have an oppor-

tunity to play the best team in 
Texas.

No, not the Longhorns. Not 
Texas A&M or TCU or Texas 
Tech, either.

We’re talking about Baylor.
At 11-2, Baylor won the Big 

12 championship last December, 
then downed SEC foe Ole Miss 
in the Sugar Bowl. Oh, and the 
Bears did it all in Dave Aranda’s 
second season on the job.

Of course, a lot can change in 
2-3 seasons, but it seems Aranda 
is building something at Baylor. 
And from a recruiting and re-
sults standpoint, this would be a 
significant matchup for UW.

4. Florida State
Scheduling the first matchup 

between college football blue 
bloods Washington and Florida 
State doesn’t require much sell-
ing.

But here’s a partially related 
question: Would UW consider 
more consistently recruiting the 
state of Florida? The Huskies 
have trended in that direction in 
the 2023 class, offering 10 pros-
pects from the Sunshine State. 
But that may have more to do 
with director of player person-
nel Courtney Morgan’s existing 
relationships than a strategic ini-
tiative to further expand UW’s 

recruiting reach.
From a geographic stand-

point, it’s a difficult sell. But 
Florida is always teeming with 
talent, and an FSU matchup 
might put the Huskies on some 
new recruiting radars.

3. Iowa State
On the surface, a UW-Iowa 

State pairing doesn’t seem par-
ticularly interesting.

But consider that Washington 
reportedly offered Iowa State’s 
Matt Campbell its head coaching 
job this offseason, before being 
rejected and hiring Kalen DeBo-
er. Now, DeBoer could lead his 
Huskies into a meeting against 
Campbell two (or three, or four) 
years later.

Yeah, that’s a more compel-
ling pitch.

2. Clemson
For all the Power Five pro-

grams that have long sought to 
earn membership to the Big Boys 
Club, Clemson is the blueprint.

When Dabo Swinney took 
over at Clemson in 2008, the 
Tigers hadn’t won a confer-
ence championship in 17 years. 
They’d also claimed a single 
national title to that point, one 
fewer than UW.

Swinney has helped Clemson 
secure six playoff appearances 
and two national titles in the 14 
seasons since.

If Washington wants to 
someday announce itself as a 
national title contender, toppling 
Clemson would certainly help.

1. Miami
Where do we begin?
This pairing has history, as 

the Huskies upset Miami 38-20 
in 1994 to snap the Hurricanes’ 
58-game home winning streak 
in a game later dubbed “The 
Whammy in Miami.” (To put it 
in perspective, Miami hadn’t lost 
a home game in nine years be-
fore the Huskies headed east.)

It also has hard feelings. Af-
ter Oregon defeated UW 26-16 
inside Husky Stadium last fall, a 
Duck player recorded head coach 
Mario Cristobal telling his team, 

“Those (expletive) guys right 
there, they represent everything 
that’s wrong with football. So 
when you kick their ass, you let 
them know it.”

Now, buoyed by a boatload of 
NIL money, Cristobal is attempt-
ing to build a dynasty at Miami 

— his alma mater.
Someday, the Washington 

Huskies — his former (and fu-
ture?) rival — might stand in his 
way.

By Mike Vorel

The Seattle Times

On Feb. 2, while discussing 
his program’s incoming recruit-
ing class, Kalen DeBoer was 
asked what he wants prospects to 
see when they visit Washington.

“I think it’s about showing 
what we’re capable of doing,” De-
Boer said, raising his hand to the 
sky for added emphasis. “There’s 
two national championship tro-
phies sitting in our trophy case. 
There’s a lot of Pac-12 champi-
onships that have happened here, 
the Rose Bowl appearances, all 
the players that have developed 
and went on to the NFL. So, it’s 
showing what’s capable of hap-
pening from that standpoint.”

Which brings us, of course, to 
the College Football Playoff and 
conference realignment ... and 
whether Washington will still 
be capable of winning a national 
title in 2026.

(Of course, it might be worth 
debating if a Pac-12 program is 
capable of climbing that particu-
lar mountain as it is, considering 
the conference has been shut out 
of the CFP since UW succumbed 
to Alabama in 2016. But that’s a 
different argument for a drearier 
day.)

The current iteration of the 
College Football Playoff, which 
features four annual at-large 
bids, is set to expire following the 
2025 season. Last year, a brain 
trust comprising SEC commis-
sioner Greg Sankey, Notre Dame 
athletic director Jack Swarbrick, 
Mountain West commissioner 
Craig Thompson and then-Big 

12 commissioner Bob Bowlsby 
proposed a 12-team model to 
take its place, featuring the 
six highest-ranked conference 
champions as well as six at-large 
participants.

The Pac-12, Big Ten and ACC 
— members of an “alliance” that 
has since imploded with indus-
try-altering intensity — collec-
tively, and bafflingly, blocked the 
proposal.

Of course, you know what 
happened next.

USC and UCLA agreed last 
month to join the Big Ten in 
2024, weakening a betrayed and 
vulnerable Pac-12 while further 
separating the Big Ten and SEC 
from the rest of the pack. As col-
lege football’s expanding over-
lords, the Big Ten and SEC sud-
denly wield unparalleled power 
in determining the immediate 
future of the CFP.

And while speaking at SEC 
Media Days Monday, Sankey 
made it clear that his previous 
proposal — which the Pac-12 in 
particular would now be desper-
ate to accept — is unsurprisingly 
off the table.

Essentially, the Pac-12, ACC 
and Big 12 had their chance to 
solidify a playoff structure that 
would all but guarantee access 

to their conference champions. 
(Such a format might have even 
appeased USC and UCLA, but 
that’s yet another argument for a 
drearier day.)

Oh, and now? Not so much.
“If we’re going to go back to 

square one, we’re going to take a 
step back from the model intro-
duced and rethink the approach, 
number of teams, whether there 
should be any guarantee for con-
ference champions at all. Just 
earn your way in,” Sankey said. 

“There’s something that’s healthy 
competitively about that and cre-
ates expectations and support 
around programs.”

Of course, “earning your way 
in” is easier when strength of 
schedule and national exposure 
favor — you guessed it — the Big 
Ten and the SEC.

Still, a 12-team model — even 
without automatic qualifiers — 
might still present UW with a 
greater opportunity for inclusion 
than the current format.

But take away teams, and that 
opportunity erodes.

“I’d be fine with no (automatic 
qualifiers) — whether it’s four 
(teams) like we have now, a mod-
el that’s worked, eight, 12,” San-
key continued. “But the inclusion 
of conference champion access 

was, I thought, an effective com-
promise to the (previously pro-
posed) 12-team playoff.”

For Washington, the worst-
case scenario — outside of a Big 
Ten/SEC-exclusive playoff — is 
a four-, six- or eight-team model 
entirely comprising at-large bids, 
the vast majority of which would 
inevitably be sucked into the Big 
Ten/SEC stratosphere. While it’d 
be possible for UW (or any other 
outside program) to qualify, the 
odds would increasingly fall in 
the super conferences’ favor.

In other words: Saint Peter’s 
can’t upset Kentucky if it doesn’t 
get invited to the dance.

Granted, Washington is a 
far cry from Saint Peter’s as well. 
Like DeBoer noted, UW’s con-
siderable trophy case features 
17 conference titles, seven Rose 
Bowl wins and a pair of national 
championships. The Huskies 
have a nationally recognizable 
brand, a distinguished athletic 
tradition, a reputable academic 
ranking ... and a seismically sig-
nificant media market as well.

While the Big Ten and SEC 
seem set (for the moment) with 
16 teams, UW has perhaps more 
to offer than any other outside 
program — be it to the Pac-12, 
the Big 12 or the ACC.

And, when it comes to confer-
ence realignment, UW president 
Ana Mari Cauce and athletic di-
rector Jen Cohen must prioritize 
potential playoff access above all 
else.

But which conference would 
provide the clearest annual 
path to the CFP? An ESPN re-
port Monday stated that talks 

between the Pac-12 and Big 12 
regarding a partnership or full 
merger have ended without an 
agreement. The Pac-12 — cur-
rently in an exclusive 30-day 
media rights negotiating win-
dow with existing partners ESPN 
and Fox — could also consider a 
partnership with the ACC that 
might somewhat stabilize both 
leagues.

For UW, other options in-
clude headlining (alongside Or-
egon) a surviving Pac-12 while 
waiting for the Big Ten to (hope-
fully?) come calling, perhaps 
while earning a larger slice of the 
revenue pie. The Pac-12 could 
also consider expanding, either 
by poaching Group of Five pro-
grams like San Diego State and 
SMU, or somehow convincing 
Kansas, Baylor, TCU, Houston, 
BYU, etc. to betray the suddenly 
bullish Big 12.

But if UW deems the Pac-12 
a sinking ship, and/or doubts the 
eventuality of a Big Ten invite, it 
might also explore full member-
ship in the Big 12 or ACC. Such a 
move would likely require a long-
term commitment, as the Big 
12’s next media rights deal com-
mences in 2025 and the ACC’s 
grant of rights agreement ties its 
programs’ television revenue to 
the conference through 2036.

As the realignment wheel 
keeps spinning, the Huskies have 
options — and non-negotiables.

UW has long been capable of 
winning a national title. Its next 
move, whatever that is, must ul-
timately protect said capability — 
and help the Huskies add to their 
trophy case.

Washington Must Prioritize Playoff Access Above All Else in Conference Realignment Shuffle

‘‘I think it’s about showing  
what we’re capable of.’’ 

Kalen DeBoer
UW football coach



By Mike DiGiovanna

Los Angeles Times

Giancarlo Stanton’s two-run 
homer in the fourth inning of 
Tuesday night’s All-Star Game 
traveled 457 feet and landed to-
ward the back of the left-field 
pavilion in Dodger Stadium, not 
far from where the former Sher-
man Oaks Notre Dame High 
star usually sat when he attend-
ed Dodgers games as a kid.

The tape-measure blast was 
the first All-Star Game hit of the 
New York Yankees slugger’s ca-
reer — he had been 0 for 7 with 
four strikeouts in six appear-
ances — and keyed a decisive 
three-run inning in the Ameri-
can League’s 3-2 victory over the 
National League.

It also earned Stanton the 
most-valuable-player award, 
joining Hall-of-Fame closer 
Mariano Rivera (2013) and 
shortstop Derek Jeter (2000) as 
the only Yankees to win All-Star 
Game MVP honors.

“Growing up, I’d always sit 
in left field and try to get play-
ers to throw me a ball,” Stanton 
said. “To be playing left field to-
night and hitting one out there 
means everything to me. It’s a 
full-circle moment. It’s gonna 
be an amazing memory for all of 
my life.”

Stanton, who earned All-
Southern Section honors in foot-
ball, basketball and baseball in 
high school, said he procured 
50 tickets to the game for family 
members and friends, including 
his father, Mike.

“He took me to my first Dodg-
ers game and showed me how to 
have love for this game,” Stan-
ton said. “I can’t really explain 
how special this is. It’s hard to 
put into words that this is real-
ity right now. It’s really cool. I’m 

soaking it all in.”
Stanton’s blast wasn’t his lon-

gest homer in Chavez Ravine. 
On May 12, 2015, while playing 
for the Miami Marlins, Stanton 
hit a 475-foot homer off the roof 
and over the left-field pavilion.

Only four other players 
have hit a home run clear out of 
the stadium — Willie Stargell 
(twice), Mike Piazza, Mark Mc-
Gwire and Fernando Tatis Jr. 
Byron Buxton followed with a 
425-foot homer to left, the sev-
enth back-to-back homers in 
All-Star Game history and first 
since Alex Bregman and George 
Springer in 2018.

Stanton hit .237 with an .835 

on-base-plus-slugging percent-
age, 24 homers and 61 RBIs in 
the first half and teamed with 
slugger Aaron Judge (33 homers, 
70 RBIs) to lead the Yankees to a 
major league-best 64-28 record. 
The Dodgers, Stanton’s favorite 
team as a kid, lead the NL with 
a 60-30 record.

This wouldn’t be a bad year 
for the first Dodgers-Yankees 
World Series since 1981, would 
it?

“Do I ever think about it? 
Absolutely,” Stanton said. “On 
paper, it’s lined up that way for 
a few years, so now both sides 
need to take care of business and 
get it done. If that’s how it ends 
up, cool.”

Brotherly Love
They were brothers in arms 

growing up together in Puerto 
Cabello, a bustling port city on 
the north coast of Venezuela, 
and brothers with arms, hard-
throwing catchers who were 
good enough to reach the big 
leagues.

For two days in Los Angeles 
this week the brothers were arm 
in arm, Willson Contreras of 
the Chicago Cubs and William 
Contreras of the Atlanta Braves 
achieving a childhood dream 
by starting together for the NL 
team Tuesday night.

“This is special, something 
we’ve worked for since we were 

kids,” said Willson Contreras, 
30, who is six years older than 
William. “When you’re kids, 
your dream is to get to the big 
leagues, and once you’re in the 
big leagues, you want to be in 
the All-Star Game.”

They were the first broth-
ers to play in the same All-Star 
Game since Aaron and Bret 
Boone in 2003 and the first to 
appear in the starting lineup to-
gether since Roberto and Sandy 
Alomar in 1992.

Willson Contreras struck out 
and reached on an error in five 
innings, and William struck out 
looking in his only at-bat, but 
that hardly detracted from their 
evening.

“This is one experience where 
we can die and we will never 
forget,” Willson said. “It’s amaz-
ing for me, my family, and I’m 
proud of everything we’ve done.”

The Kid II
Julio Rodríguez was still 

basking in the afterglow of his 
dazzling performance in Mon-
day night’s home run derby, 
when the 21-year-old Seattle 
phenom burst onto the nation-
al scene by crushing 32 hom-
ers in the first round and 31 in 
the semifinals before losing to 
Washington’s Juan Soto in the 
finals.

“Yeah, there were a lot of 
people (I heard from),” said Ro-
dríguez, who is hitting .275 with 
16 homers, 52 RBIs and 21 stolen 
bases and helped the Mariners 
close the first half with 14 wins 
in a row. “But it’s the same as 
when I first signed and first got 
called up. The bigger the stage, 
the more people you’re gonna 
reach.”
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MLB

By Adam Jude

The Seattle Times

The “shocking” twist for the 
Seattle Mariners on Day Two of 
the MLB draft, as Scott Hunter 
described it, came fairly late 
Monday.

Already the Mariners had 
made sizable commitments on 
long-term projects when they 
selected two high-school pros-
pects — shortstop Cole Young 
and right-handed pitcher Walter 
Ford, respectively — with their 
first and third selections Sunday.

On Monday, they added two 
more high-end, high-school 
pitchers to the fold in right-
handers Ashton Izzi and Tyler 
Gough.

In what would be something 
of a coup, Hunter, the M’s direc-
tor of amateur scouting, said he 
expects the Mariners to be able 
to sign both Izzi and Gough. 

Both pitchers had committed to 
play college ball at two respect-
ed programs — Izzi at Wichita 
State and Gough at Oregon State.

Getting Gough where they 
did (in the ninth round, with 
pick No. 276) was a surprise for 
Hunter — almost as surprising 
as Hunter’s reaction when he 
learned earlier in the day that 
Gough was eager to sign and 
start his pro career.

“Wow,” Hunter said Monday 
afternoon. “It was a shocking 
one.”

Mariners scouts got to know 
both Izzi and Gough last month 
during the MLB draft combine 
in San Diego. Izzi, 6-foot-3 and 
185 pounds with a 95-mph fast-
ball, “fits everything we do as an 
organization,” Hunter said.

Gough (pronounced Goff) 
is listed at 6-2 and 205 pounds. 
He’s from Perris, California, and 
he had helped lead JSerra Catho-

lic High School to its first state 
title this spring. He then im-
pressed scouts by striking out all 
five batters he faced at the com-
bine at San Diego’s Petco Park, 
showing off a mid-90s fastball 
and a high-spin curveball.

“When we got to meet him 
at the combine, he was a special 
kid. ... And when his agent gave 
me a call and said he wanted to 
play, we started scrambling a lit-
tle bit to see if we get could make 
it work dollars-wise,” Hunter 
said. “And we were able to pull 
it off.”

Hunter did not disclose fi-
nancial terms, but high-school 
draft picks typically sign for 
more than the value of their des-
ignated draft position. The com-
bined slot values for the three 
high pitchers the Mariners have 
drafted — Ford, Izzi and Gough 

— is roughly $1.5 million, and 
Hunter indicated the team was 

prepared to go well over that to 
sign them.

“We’re excited about, not only 
Tyler, but where we were able 
to get that kind of talent in this 
year’s draft,” Hunter said. “It’s 
going to be a fun one with Ford, 
Gough and Izzi going out as a 
three-man rotation, almost, of 
young up-and-coming pros-
pects.”

Hunter said he had to get 
creative elsewhere in the draft to 
not exceeded the Mariners’ bo-
nus pool of $7,254,400.

To supplement the high-
school picks, the Mariners 
drafted five college prospects 
Monday: left-hander Reid VanS-
coter (Coastal Carolina); short-
stop Josh Hood (North Carolina 
State); second baseman Hogan 
Windish (UNC Greensboro); 
catcher Tatem Levins (Pitt); and 
outfielder Bill Knight (Mercer).

Hunter said he expects all 

seven of the team’s Day Two 
draft picks to sign, pending 
physicals.

“We’re creating really good 
waves of talent throughout our 
system, especially with our ma-
jor league team doing so well,” 
Hunter said. “It’s kind of fun to 
get the OK from Jerry [Dipoto] 
to go, ‘Hey, take the best player 
available.’ Upside is what we 
need to get out of this draft, be-
cause it was a difficult draft to 
be honest.

“... We were able to navigate 
our way through and make the 
bonus pool work and it looks 
like we’re in a good spot. It was 
kind of fun and nerve-wracking 
at the same time trying to find 
the best players available that 
were the right cost. There were 
probably five players we kind 
of went all-in on, and then you 
just had to make the adjustment 
once we got past that point.”

Mariners Stockpile Young Pitching Depth on Second Day of MLB Draft

NFL

How Panthers QB Baker Mayfield Can Earn $3.5 Million in Incentives
By Tribune News Services

For new Panthers quarter-
back Baker Mayfield to earn 
back the $3.5 million paycut 
he took to join Carolina, he’ll 
have to achieve several on-field 
thresholds, most of which he 
never did while in Cleveland.

The former Browns quar-
terback must play 75% of the 
team’s regular season snaps and 
win 10 games to reach the first 
$250,000 bonus, according to 
multiple league sources. A di-
visional round win ($500,000), 

an NFC Championship victory 
($600,000) and a Super Bowl 
victory ($750,000) would add 
incrementally more to the con-
tract, according to those sources. 
Mayfield would have to play at 
least 50% of snaps in each of the 
playoff games.

The remaining $1.4 million 
is earned through a combina-
tion of playing time, total team 
offense numbers, Mayfield’s 
completion percentage and a 
Pro Bowl bid.

If Mayfield plays 75% of 

snaps and the Panthers have a 
top five NFC total offense or a 
top 10 NFL total offense then he 
earns $300,000. He can make 
another $300,000 if Carolina is a 
top five NFC scoring offense, or 
a top 10 NFL scoring offense.

Mayfield has $500,000 de-
pendent on a Pro Bowl bid. If 
he finishes top 5 in the NFC in 
completion percentage or car-
ries a top 10 NFL completion 
percentage he’ll make $300,000.

Over his four-year career, the 
only mark Mayfield has sur-

passed is 10 or more wins. He 
led the Browns to an 11-5 record 
in 2020, culminating in a divi-
sional round loss in Kansas City. 
His highest completion percent-
age finish is 17th (63.8% in 2018). 
His highest total offense rank-
ing is 16th in 2020. The Browns 
finished 14th in total points that 
same season, another career-
best for Mayfield.

Carolina was careful to ne-
gotiate numbers Mayfield has 
never reached. If he earns back 
some of his $3.5 million, then all 

parties win. Owner David Tep-
per and coach Matt Rhule would 
earn their first double-digit win 
NFL season. Rhule would likely 
continue into Year 4, and May-
field would likely garner a lu-
crative $35 to $40 million long-
term extension, from Carolina 
or another team.

If Mayfield earns all $3.5 mil-
lion back, the Panthers would be 
Super Bowl champions, with a 
top 10 offense, led by a top 10 
Pro Bowl quarterback.

By Tribune News Services

In the midst of a prolific 
playoff run in which he helped 
guide the Golden State Warriors 
to their fourth title in eight sea-
sons, it was easy to forget All-
Star Andrew Wiggins almost 
began the year without his shot.

His COVID shot.
At the beginning of the 2021-

2022 season, a San Francisco 
health order required Warriors 
players to be vaccinated against 
COVID-19 to be eligible to par-
ticipate in home games at Chase 
Center. Wiggins said in Septem-

ber he preferred not to get vacci-
nated, telling reporters at a press 
conference the decision was 

“none of your business is what it 
comes down to.”

Wiggins ultimately chose to 
comply with the health order 
and get the vaccine, but even af-
ter the best season of his profes-
sional career and his first NBA 
title, the forward said he regrets 
the decision.

“I still wish I didn’t get (the 
vaccine) to be honest with you,” 
Wiggins told FanSided in an in-
terview Monday. “But you’ve got 
to do what you’ve got to do.”

The sentiment echoes com-
ments Wiggins made in March, 
after he was named an All-Star 
for the first time in his eight-
year NBA career.

“I still wish I hadn’t gotten 
it,” Wiggins told the Bay Area 
News Group at the time. “Big-
ger picture, it all worked out for 
the best. I’m here on the most 
exciting team in the league. I’m 
an All-Star. So I feel like I made 
the right choice at the end of the 
day.”

An iconic poster dunk over 
Luka Dončić in the Western 
Conference finals and a ré-

sumé-padding effort on both 
ends of the floor in the NBA 
Finals against the Boston Celt-
ics weren’t enough to change 
Wiggins’ tune. In his interview 
with FanSided, Wiggins added 
he was happy he didn’t miss out 
on the triumphs of a career year, 
but was frustrated by having to 
make a choice he felt was out of 
his hands.

“I did it and I was an All-Star 
this year and a champion, so 
that was the good part. Just not 
missing out on the year, the best 
year of my career,” he said. “But 
for my body, I don’t like putting 

all of that stuff in my body so I 
didn’t like that and I didn’t like 
that it wasn’t my choice. I didn’t 
like that it was either get this or 
don’t play.”

Had Wiggins elected not to 
get the vaccine, he would not 
have been paid for any game 
missed this season. The 27-year-
old earned $31.6 million this 
year and is set to make more 
than $33 million as he enters the 
last season of a five-year, $147 
million extension he signed 
with the Timberwolves before 
the 2018 season.

NBA
Warriors’ Wiggins on COVID Vaccine: ‘I Still Wish I Didn’t Get’ It, Even After Title

Wally Skalij / Los Angeles Times

American League outfielder Giancarlo Stanton, of the New York Yankees, left, celebrates with American League outfielder 
Aaron Judge, of the New York Yankees, in the dugout during the 2022 MLB All-Star Game at Dodger Stadium on Tuesday in 
Los Angeles.

Stanton Comes Full Circle with Homer to Take Home All-Star Game MVP
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To add upcoming events 
to the Community Calendar, 
email reporter Matthew Zylstra 
at matthew@chronline.com.

You’re a Good Man, Charlie 
Brown

July 21-30 in the Tenino High School 
lunchroom, 500 W. Second Ave., Tenino;  
Thursday and Friday: 7 p.m. and Satur-
day and Sunday at 2 p.m.

Watch the 1967 musical 
based on the Peanuts comic strip. 
Tickets are $13 for students and 
seniors and $15 for general ad-
mission. Wednesday, July 27, 
will be Pay What You Can Night, 
with donations going to support 
the Tenino Boys and Girls Club. 
Vaccination cards and masks 
will be required.

Movies in the Park
July 21, Recreation Park, 221 13th 

Ave., Chehalis; 7 p.m.
“Luca” will show at dusk. 

Popcorn, snacks and water will 

be available. Bring blankets and 
chairs for a comfortable viewing.

Tenino to Celebrate Oregon Trail 
Days 

July 22-24, throughout Tenino
Oregon Trail Days in Tenino 

will return to the Stone City this 
weekend, and like the quarry 
pool when it’s not undergoing 
repairs, is filled to the brim with 
history and celebration of the 
town’s heritage.

The annual event, hosted by 
the Tenino Area Chamber of 
Commerce and the Puget Sound 
Free Trappers, is scheduled for 
July 22-24.

With many vendors, cre-
ative arts markets, presentations, 
demonstrations and farmer’s 
booths, the weekend will be 
filled with to-dos from 9 a.m. on 
Friday until 2 p.m. on Sunday. 

The beloved, free Pioneer 
Village will begin at 10 a.m. on 
Friday with many hands-on 

projects and learning opportu-
nities for children and families. 
It is hosted at the Tenino Depot 
Museum.

The Oregon Trail Days pa-
rade will start at 11 a.m. on Sat-
urday, July 23, and will travel 
from South Custer Street down 
Sussex Avenue to McArthur 
Street South. The T90 Motor-
cycle Drill Team will perform 
15 minutes before the parade 
begins.

Music in The Park 
July 22, Recreation Park, 221 13th 

Ave., Chehalis; 6:30 p.m.

The free country music 
themed event will be the first of 
three shows this summer. The 
night will feature Michelle Write 
and Ty Herndon. There are no 
seats so bring your own chair or 
blanket. Both performers will 
be available for autographs and 
pictures after the show. You may 
bring your own food and drink 

but alcohol is not allowed.

Packwood Music in                         
the Park

July 23 at Packwood Community 
Park, 12935 U.S. Highway 12, Packwood; 
6 to 8 p.m.

Watch Cheap Whiskey for 
family-friendly live music. Hot 
dogs, chips and drinks will be 
on sale. For questions, call Jan 
Grose at 360-494-4007.

Blue Thunder 12U Fastpitch 
Tryouts

July 24 at Borst Fields, Centralia; 4 
p.m.

The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe

July 29, 30 and 31 at the Evergreen 
Playhouse, 226 Center Street, Centralia; 
July 19 and 30 at 7 p.m. and July 31 at 2 
p.m.

The Theatre of Arts and 
Discipline (TOAD) will be pre-

senting The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe on July 29, 
30 and 31. The cast will fea-
ture children ages eight to 16 
who have been participating 
in a three week summer camp 
where they learned about act-
ing, set design, costumes and 
stage combat. Tickets are $12 
for adults, $10 students 17 and 
under and seniors 60 and over. 
Tickets can be purchased at the 
door or by emailing toadinc@
gmail.com. For more informa-
tion, call 360-996-4511.

Packwood Airport Annual Fly-In
July 30 at the Packwood Ander-

son Field; begins at 7:30 a.m. weather 
permitting.

Watch planes fly in as Lewis 
County Airport Manager John 
Roe brings planes in for a safe 
approach. Parking will be avail-
able inside the airport entrance. 
Picnic tables and a water faucet 
will be available.

Community Calendar

By Jim Brunner

The Seattle Times

PORT ORCHARD — On a 
recent Tuesday morning, Iris, a 
cat, was letting everyone in the 
neighborhood know about her 
unhappy predicament.

The 4-year-old tortie had 
stranded herself up a fir tree 
overnight in the parking lot of 
a single-story apartment com-
plex. "Meow-rr!" she announced 
mournfully at regular intervals. 

"Meow-rr-rr!"
Her owner, Terry Quesnell, 

said he'd tried to coax her to the 
ground, standing in the back 
of a truck with a blanket. No 
dice. Now Iris was hungry and 
wanted to leave the tree, but, like 
most cats, she's better at climb-
ing up than down.

Quesnell had called the lo-
cal fire department, but was 
told they don't deal with cats in 
trees anymore. So, he turned to 
Canopy Cat Rescue, a nonprofit 
that retrieves treed kitties across 
Western Washington.

Tom Otto and Shaun Sears, a 
pair of certified arborists, found-
ed the outfit in 2009, transitioning 
from tree caretakers to cat saviors. 
Operating solely on donations, 
they rescue hundreds of cats a 
year, from Vancouver, Washing-
ton, to the Canadian border.

On this day in Port Orchard, 
Otto showed up to assess the Iris 
situation.

This would not be a par-
ticularly difficult mission. Iris 
was only about 20 feet up. Their 
average cat rescue is 60 feet or 
higher in a tree, and has been up 
there three days.

Neighbors gathered around 
with opinions.

"That cat is not very smart, 
I'll tell you that!" a man called 
out. Otto jumped to Iris' defense: 

"She got away from whatever was 
chasing her, you know."

Cinching himself up the fir 
with a harness, rope and ani-
mal-handler net, Otto talked 
to Iris, calming her as he ap-
proached the limb on which she 
was perched, still crying for as-
sistance.

Reaching Iris' branch, Otto 
pulled her close and plopped 
her in the net and the crying 
stopped. Lowering himself 
down, he handed the net to 
Quesnell, directing him to let 
Iris out only when back inside 
his nearby apartment.

Iris joined a long roster of 
cats returned to solid ground 
and grateful owners. In recent 
months, Canopy Cat Rescue has 
retrieved Sancho, Dilly, Belly, Kit-
ten George and Lil Bear. They've 
also been there for Pebbles, Pep-
per, Citrus, Indica, Mischief, 
Vindaloo, Tinkerbell, Stinkyface, 
plenty of Lunas and Tigers, and, 
the other week, Brian.

They document many of 
their jobs on Twitter, Facebook 
and YouTube. In 2015, the duo 
starred in their own reality show, 

"Treetop Cat Rescue," on Ani-
mal Planet. It lasted 10 episodes. 
Back then, Otto and Sears were 
rescuing 250 cats a year. Now 
they're up to about 750.

The calls for help get split by 
location. Otto, 49, who lives in 
Olympia, generally takes every-
thing from about Auburn south, 
while Sears, 43, from Woodin-
ville, handles the Seattle area 
and anything north.

It's largely a labor of love. 

They don't charge any fee, but 
accept donations to help pay 
themselves a modest amount 
and defray expenses, especially 
gas. Some people have offered a 
dozen eggs or cookies. Others 
drop $100 or even $500.

"It's somewhat of a calling for 
us. It feels great to help people," 
said Otto, who owns two res-
cued cats, Bean and Bug, in ad-
dition to Miko, a border collie.

"We don't like cats. We love 
cats," said Sears, who owns a big 
fluffy orange cat named Medi, or 

"King Cat," plus a 16-year-old black 
lab, Tommy, and a 3-year-old 
miniature Australian Shepherd.

The distress calls come in 
almost daily, and are triaged 
by the amount of time a cat has 
been in a tree and its tempera-
ment. Sears says with feral or 
skittish cats, they'll sometimes 
advise people to give it a couple 
of days, as some cats do come 
down on their own.

The difficulty of their jobs 
can vary wildly. Sears said some 
cats will be stranded at the very 
tippy top of a conifer, like a star 
on a Christmas tree. Their high-
est rescue was 170 feet up, ac-
cording to Sears.

A few years back, a cat 
named Slint evaded rescue by 
jumping between three or four 
trees in a stand of Douglas firs 
as Otto tried to reach him. Otto 
eventually got wise and sawed 
off branches the cat was using as 
bridges. "When I got to him he 
was like [purrs] 'Hey, Buddy!' "

The day after the relatively 
easy Iris rescue, Sears faced a far 
more difficult extrication.

Ludo, a fluffy white Persian 
cat, was meowing from way up 

— probably 65 or 70 feet — in a 
maple tree in Seattle's Dearborn 
Park, barely visible from the for-
ested floor. The slightly swaying 
branches looked fine to support 
Ludo's weight. But a human?

"This one's an issue, just 
where he is in the tree. It's not 
super thick up there," Sears 
said, sizing up the maple before 
strapping on his climbing gear, 
including ropes, carabiners and 
spiked shoes. Sears says he and 
Otto like to assign each rescue 
a difficulty rating. If Iris was a 1 
or 2, Ludo looked like an 8 or a 9.

Ludo was a repeat customer. 
This was his fifth time getting 
rescued by Canopy Cat Rescue 
and the third time in this park.

"It's not a lesson a cat learns," 
Sears said nonjudgmentally. On 
the bright side, Ludo was not 
likely to try to flee him. "He 
kind of knows the drill."

Cats generally climb high 
up trees to escape a perceived 
threat, Sears said. Sometimes 
it's people startling them. Some-
times other cats. Sometimes it's 
dogs or coyotes.

"Hey, Ludo. Hey, buddy. Be 
right there!" Sears called out.

Jonathan Smith, Ludo's own-
er, said he has tried to halt the 
escapes and installed a "catio" so 
Ludo can enjoy the outdoor air 
in an enclosed space. But Ludo 
darted out the door again a day 
ago when he and his wife were 
leaving the house. After that, he 
wound up in the tree.

"He just gets scared and goes 
up there and doesn't come back 
down," Smith said, noting he's 
heard coyotes howling in the 
area.

Sears made a plan to scale 

the maple and rope it together 
with nearby trees to create more 
stability. Once he started climb-
ing, the rescue went fairly quick-
ly. Ludo helpfully did not try to 
get away and even clambered 
down a little lower.

Once Ludo was safely net-
ted, Sears descended quickly on 
a rope, dangling in midair and 
handing the cat off to Smith. "Not 
as hard as I projected. I'd prob-
ably give that one a 6," he said.

Before leaving the park, 
Sears pointed to some decom-
posing poop, identifying it as 
coyote scat. It appeared like the 
coyote had dined on something 
furry, so Sears scanned the scat 
with a microchip reader.

He noted a 2020 study by the 
National Park Service and Califor-
nia State University,  Northridge 
which found domestic cat remains 
in 20% of urban coyotes' scat.

Fortunately, Sears' scan 
found no microchip.

Smith was grateful for Ludo's 
latest rescue. "A lifesaver for me 
and my family," he said. "Emo-
tional wife, emotional daughter. 
They're very attached to Ludo, 
so just knowing he's up in the 
tree overnight is stressful. I can't 
get up there."

Hopefully, he said, this 
would be Ludo's final tree ad-
venture, though the cat, asked 
for comment, was making no 
promises.

If Ludo gets stranded again, 
Sears will be back — no problem.

"He could call us 10, 15, 20 
times and we're not going to say 
no. The cat is going to end up 
suffering in the tree or he's going 
to call somebody else who may 
not be as good at it," he said.

A cat is pictured in a tree in this photograph from Canopy Cat Rescue, a nonprofit that retrieves treed kitties across Western Washington.

Kitty Up a Tree? Come Along as Canopy Cat 
Rescue Saves Them Across Western Washington
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GET FUZZY by Darby Conley 

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE by Stephan Pastis

RHYMES WITH ORANGE by Hilary B. Price

DILBERT by Scott Adams

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

HERMAN by Jim Unger

DENNIS THE  by Hank
MENACE  Ketcham

SHOE by Gary Brookins & Susie MacNelly

PICKLES by Brian Crane

CLASSIC PEANUTS by Charles Schulz

BLONDIE by Dean Young & John Marshall

FRANK & ERNEST by Bob Thaves

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort, Greg & Brian Walker

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE by Lynn Johnston

HI & LOIS by Greg & Brian Walker

B.C. by Mastroianni & Hart

WIZARD OF ID by Parker & Hart
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SMALL HAY BALES in
the field. Mixed grasses &
clover. $6.50 bale. Adna
area. Leave message,
360-748-8970.

Turn last
season's stuff

into this season's
spending money.
Do you have an item

for $100 or less??
Call customer service

today to place
your AD!

The Chronicle,
360-736-3311.

Ads run 3 days,
10 lines 4 $20!

WINLOCK
NEIGHBORHOOD
GARAGE SALE!

Sat & Sun,
July 23 & 24, 10-3.

340 Frost Rd,
Winlock, WA 98596.

Get off Hwy 12 towards
Morton (Papa Bears) &
take first right & follow
signs. Fly fishing pontoon
boat, fishing poles & gear,
yard tools, canning jars,
used "T" posts & much
more!

WE NOW HAVE

BAZAAR &
GARAGE SALE

PACKAGES
AVAILABLE!

R R R R R R R R R R
Packages include 2 lami-
nated signs, 4 sheets of
pricing stickers, 3 sale
sheets, a sharpie and
balloons! packages are
only $5 with the pur-
chase of a classified ad.

Looking for someone to do
general maintenance at
commercial properties,
landscaping & some con-
struction depending on ex-
perience. Properties are
located in Centralia, WA.
Must have own transporta-
tion. Pay is based on
experience.

Please contact Lee at
360/701-1139 or email
leeingrim@comcast.net

Selling an item for
$100 or less???
Call customer service

today to place your Ad!
The Chronicle
360-736-3311
Ads run 3 days,
10 lines for $20

Did you 
know you 
can view 
legals

@
www.wnpa.com

TOLEDO
HUGE PARISH

RUMMAGE SALE!
Fri, Sat & Sun,

July 22, 23 & 24, 9-5.
St. Francis Mission

139 Spencer Rd,
Toledo, WA 98591.

Fully Furnished Room

Plus bathroom, available
now, $700 a month, in-
cludes all utilities, cable,
internet & home phone.
420 friendly, no animals,
you provide your own food.
Contact  Eve lyn a t
360- 996-4461.

Commercial Office &
House cleaning Services:
From top to bottom,
Recurring Weekly or
Monthly. Other household
Services: Party Planning &
Events: Find us on Face-
book or Google M House
Cleaning Services.
mcleaning08@gmail.com
360-762-4668

Looking for Career
Presenters!

TOLEDO. 3 bedroom, 2
bath home with updated
interior, dishwasher, shed,
fenced yard, well, septic,
very good neighborhood,
credit & criminal report
required, $1650 month.
Available August 1st. 360-
345-6347 do not text.

ROCHESTER
CHRISTMAS

ISLAND
YARD SALE-

ALL CHURCH!
Fri, Sat & Sun,

July 22, 23 & 24, 8-4.
17721 Pendleton St SW,
Rochester, WA 98579.

No early birds please.
YEARS of collecting in the
making of this yard
sale.,Multi-family. Sewing
machine table, kitchen-
ware, kids clothes, arts &
crafts, books, $7 fill-a-bag
for all unmarked items.
LOTS of etc. All proceeds
donated to Christmas Is-
land.

MAKE YOUR AD
STAND OUT!

e ! ASK . b
CUSTOMER

SERVICE
ABOUT ADDING

COLOR!
360 h 736 h 3311

WE ARE BACK
FOR OUR

2ND SALE!
MULTI-FAMILY,

SHOP, STORAGE
UNIT, UNCLAIMED

FREIGHT &
GARAGE SALE!
Thur, Fri & Sat, 9-5,

July 21, 22 & 23.
249 Brockway Rd.,

Chehalis, WA 98532.
Tons of items for a
really good deal, video
games, tools, industrial
items, military, new &
used clothes & shoes,
baby clothes, camping,
electronics, books,
toys, trailer, glassware,
craft items, collectibles,
Christmas & Hallow-
een, kitchen & fishing,
Come and find treas-
ures, you will want to
come back twice to see
it all!

NEW REMODEL!
Small 1 bedroom apt.
Available now. W/S inclu-
ded. Coin op laundry avail-
able. $700/month. $1700
total move in cost. Back-
ground check required.
LEAVE MESSAGE 360-
256-0400 or  emai l
shadetreervexit63@gmail.com.

B U Y E R S
B E W A R E !
If a deal seems too

good to be true,
it probably is!

If someone asks you
to send money without
a transaction, or asks
for your credit card -

DON'T
send money or give
your credit card out,

especially
if you do not
know them!

MISC STUFF
FOR SALE!
Thurs, Fri & Sat.
July 21 - 23, 9-4.
292 Johnson Rd,

Winlock, WA 98596.
Exit 68, Corner of Avery

Rd. W. & Johnson Rd.

24 WORDS FOR
THE PRICE OF 12!

RENTAL AD
CALL TODAY!
The Chronicle

Customer Service
360-736-3311

QUILT GUILD
GARAGE SALE!

Fri & Sat,
July 22 & 23, 8-3.

88 SW 10th,
Chehalis, WA 98532.

1 block West of S. Market
Blvd. Benefits Rainy Daze
Quilt Guild. Lots of fabric
plus the usual yard sale
treasures.

REWARD
LOST

Thursday, July 7th, 6 week
old kitten, gray with all
white paws, 200 block in
the alley of SW James St,
Chehalis. 360-703-7553

Lowery 8 Pedal Organ

Needs a power on/off
switch, $250/offer. 253-
740-3523

FOUND
• Helmet 7/14/22, Centralia
area, case #22C8695.
Please call Lewis County
Sheriff's Office to describe
& claim. 360-740-1470

OVER 120 FIREARMS!!!
AT PUBLIC AUCTION!!!
JULY 30TH AT NOON!!
Plus COINS! SILVER!

GOLD! & collector items
of all kinds!

19616 Pecan St SW
Rochester

Watch our entire
catalog grow at

Johnnysauction.com
Topauctionsite.com
Info & consignments

360-791-6085

ADNA AREA
GARAGE SALE!

Sat Only!
July 23, 10-5.

602 Penning Rd,
Chehalis, WA 98532.

Many years of accumula-
tion! Vintage, miscellane-
ous, furniture & lots of
good items for everyone.

PRESSURE WASHING
It's that time of year again!
Slippery decks & dirty
concrete. Our services in-
clude houses, out build-
ings, fences. Cascade
Pressure Washing. Check
out our website. Shauna,
360- 623-9620 or Glen,
503-899-9055 (local).

Do you have a
FREE ITEM?

Call Customer Service
today to place your
k FREE AD! k

The Chronicle
360-736-3311
Ads run 3 days,
4 lines for FREE!

123032 SEP22-0008

LEWIS COUNTY -STATE
ENVIRONMENTAL

POLICY ACT
THRESHOLD

DETERMINATION
DETERMINATION OF
NONSIGNIFICANCE

(DNS)
LEAD AGENCY: Lewis
County - Community
Development Department
PROPONENT:
Thomas Arndt
FILE NUMBERS:
SEP22-0008,
MSR22-0117, S22-00062
DESCRIPTION OF
PROPOSAL: Conversion
of parcel to a non-forestry
use in order to construct a
single family residence,
shop, garage and associ-
ated utilities. The driveway
was previously constructed
during forest practice activ-
ity.
LOCATION OF
PROPOSAL: The project
is located at 3946 State
Route 508, Cinebar Lewis
County, WA - Section 23,
Township 13N, Range
02E, WM on parcel num-
ber 033299002000.
THRESHOLD
DETERMINATION: The
lead agency for this pro-
posal has determined that
it does not have a proba-
ble, significant adverse im-
pact on the environment.
An environmental impact
statement (EIS) is NOT
required under RCW
43.21C.030(2)(c). This de-
cision was made after
review by Lewis County of
a completed environmental
checklist and other infor-
mation on file with this
agency and such informa-
tion is adopted herein by
reference. This information
is available electronically
here https://lewiscountywa
.gov/departments/commu
nity-development/current-
planning-applications/
This DNS is issued under
WAC 197-11-340(2); the
lead agency will not act on
this proposal for 14 days
from the issue date below.
Written comments must be
submitted by 4pm on Au-
gust 4, 2022.
Responsible Official:
Lee Napier, Director
Lewis County
Community Development
2025 NE Kresky Avenue
Chehalis, Washington
98532
Contact Person:
Preston Pinkston,
Planner
for Responsible Official
Date of Issue:
July 21, 2022
This SEPA determination
may be appealed in writing
to the Lewis County Hear-
ings Examiner until 4 pm
on August 11, 2022 at the
Lewis County Community
Development Permit Cen-
ter. Appellants should be
prepared to make specific
factual objections. The
appeal procedure is estab-
lished in Lewis County
Code (LCC) Section

FOUND
• Bicycle, 7/19/22, Cheha-
lis area, case #228983.
Please call Lewis County
Sheriff's Office to describe
& claim. 360-740-1470

D & D Towing & Transport
Inc. Abandoned Vehicle

Auction to be held at
724 Teitzel Rd.,

Centralia, WA 98531,
Monday,

July 25, 2022
at 3:30pm. Viewing

1 hour prior. 360-736-2338

YARD SALE!
Friday & Saturday,
July 22 & 23, 9-4!

1810 N. Tower Ave.,
Centralia, WA 98531.

Lots of goodies,
come see us!

WANTED:
Motorhome or truck &
travel trailer, any type,
size, condition con-
sidered, cash buyer.
Call Paul or Maryann
360-434-3993.

Purebred Lab Puppies
Silver & Chocolate, first
shots & wormed, $1000
each. Call Tammy, 360-
520-5010

FOR RENT 1 Bedroom
Apartment in Salkum

NON SMOKERS ONLY
Furnished $800.00

Unfurnished $700.00
Call 360-985-2338

Mary or Larry

HAVE
YOU

HEARD?
You can get
your ad into

The Reflector &
The Nisqually
Valley News.

Call us at
360-736-3311
to ask how!

WESTSIDE COURT
COMMUNITY

GARAGE SALE!
Fri & Sat,

July 22 & 23, 8-2.
1804 Westside Ct.,

Centralia, WA 98531.
Teenager & kids clothes,
toys, athletic supplies, leaf
blower, tv monitor, desk &
chair, lamps, art supplies,
books and more!

Grant's Towing &
Automotive/Grant's

Centralia/Grant's South
Abandoned Vehicle

Auction Every Friday
11:30 am at 915 Koontz
Rd, Chehalis. Viewing
every Friday beginning

@ 8:30am. Call
360-330-2442 for

current list.

PLACE YOUR
PET AD HERE!

Email or call
your ad in today!

classifieds@chronline.com
360-736-3311

123033 SEP22-0025

LEWIS COUNTY -STATE
ENVIRONMENTAL

POLICY ACT
THRESHOLD

DETERMINATION
DETERMINATION OF
NONSIGNIFICANCE

(DNS)
LEAD AGENCY: Lewis
County - Community
Development Department
PROPONENT: Jeff Ashe
FILE NUMBERS:
SEP22-0025,
SHE22-00025
DESCRIPTION OF
PROPOSAL: Shoreline
stabilization along a portion
of the North Fork Newau-
kum River to protect single
family residence and wells
serving the residence.
LOCATION OF
PROPOSAL: The project
is located at 143 Aubrey
Ln, Chehalis Lewis County,
WA - Section 35, Township
14N, Range 01W, WM on
p a r c e l  n u m b e r
020866014001.
THRESHOLD
DETERMINATION: The
lead agency for this pro-
posal has determined that
it does not have a proba-
ble, significant adverse im-
pact on the environment.
An environmental impact
statement (EIS) is NOT
required under RCW
43.21C.030(2)(c). This de-
cision was made after
review by Lewis County of
a completed environmental
checklist and other infor-
mation on file with this
agency and such informa-
tion is adopted herein by
reference. This information
is available electronically
here https://lewiscountywa
.gov/departments/commu
nity-development/current-
planning-applications/
This DNS is issued under
WAC 197-11-340(2); the
lead agency will not act on
this proposal for 14 days
from the issue date below.
Written comments must be
submitted by 4pm on Au-
gust 4, 2022.
Responsible Official:
Lee Napier, Director
Lewis County Community
Development
2025 NE Kresky Avenue
Chehalis, Washington
98532
Contact Person:
Preston Pinkston,
Planner
for Responsible Official
Date of Issue:
July 21, 2022
This SEPA determination
may be appealed in writing
to the Lewis County Hear-
ings Examiner until 4 pm
on August 11, 2022 at the
Lewis County Community
Development Permit Cen-
ter. Appellants should be
prepared to make specific
factual objections. The
appeal procedure is estab-
lished in Lewis County
Code (LCC) Section
17.110.130 and LCC Sec-
tion 2.25.130. The adminis-
trative appeal fee is estab-
lished by Resolution of the
Board of County Commis-

FOUND
• Tennis Racket & back-
pack, case #222B3877.
• Car stereo face plate,
case #22B3955.
• House key & earbud,
case #22B4077.
Call the Chehalis Police
Department M-F, 8-4 to
describe & claim. 360-
748-8605

PAYING TOP DOLLAR
for sport card collections,
baseball, basketball, foot-
ball & Pokemon cards. Call
Cory at 541-838-0364.

LARGE
NEIGHBORHOOD
GARAGE SALE!

Sat, July 23, 8-4.
Sunnyside Dr.,

Centralia, WA 98531.
Lots of good items! kitch-
en, tools, crafts, books &
much more!

OVER 120 FIREARMS!!!
AT PUBLIC AUCTION!!!
JULY 30TH AT NOON!!
Plus COINS! SILVER!

GOLD! & collector items
of all kinds!

19616 Pecan St SW
Rochester

Watch our entire
catalog grow at

Johnnysauction.com
Topauctionsite.com
Info & consignments

360-791-6085

MMMMMMMMM
DO you have

cattle, pigs, sheep,
goats or rabbits for sale?
We have a deal for you!

10 lines, 3 print days
for $20!

Call customer service
today @ 360-736-3311

MMMMMMMMM

REMEMBER…
An ad under Card of

Thanks is only $20 a day
for 100 words or less!

Call Customer Service at
360-736-3311

to place your ad today!

14' aluminum boat with
trailer, motor & extras,
excellent condition,
$1950. 360-736-3631

17.110.130 and LCC Sec-
tion 2.25.130. The adminis-
trative appeal fee is estab-
lished by Resolution of the
Board of County Commis-
sioners. The current adop-
ted fee schedule is availa-
ble online at https://lewisc
ountywa.gov/departments/
community-development/p
ermit-applications-and-ha
ndouts/.

Published: The Chronicle
July 21, 2022

1 CLASSIFIED 1
DEADLINES

\ Monday, 11:00 a.m.
for Tuesday's paper.

\ Wednesday, 11:00 a.m.
for Thursday's paper.

\ Friday, 11:00 a.m. for
Saturday's paper.

To place your ad,
call 360-736-3311!

classifieds@chronline.com

Federal law prohibits employ-
ment discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin or age. The law
states that publishing or print-
ing discriminatory advertise-
ments or causing the printing
or publishing of such advertise-
ments constitutes an unlawful
employment practice. Employ-
ment advertisements must not
indicate preferences, limita-
tions, or discriminate based on
race, color, religion, sex, na-
tional origin or age, except
when religion, sex or national
origin is a bona fide occupa-
tional qualification for employ-
ment.

We will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby in-
formed that positions adver-
tised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

**Note: The Chronicle
suggests you

describe the position
you are hiring for,

not the person you wish to hire.

GARAGE SALE!
322 N STREET

Thurs - Sun,
July 21 - 25, 8-6.

16 FT Aluminum boat,
assorted boat motors, col-
lectibles, mini chopper
scooter, rolling stones pin-
ball machine, also check
out our shop in alley!

360-736-3311360-736-3311
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122998 NTC: Simmons

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE

STATE OF
WASHINGTON FOR

LEWIS COUNTY
IN MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
DEBORAH LYNN

SIMMONS,
Deceased.

Case No.: 22-4-00303-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The Administrator named be-
low has been appointed as
Administrator of this estate.
Any person having a claim

123019 Notice of Special
Meeting

CITY OF CHEHALIS
NOTICE OF

SPECIAL MEETING

The Chehalis City Council
will hold a special meeting
on Monday, July 25, 2022, at
4:00 pm at Chehalis City Hall
located at 350 N Market Blvd.
in Chehalis. The purpose of
the meeting is to hold a work
session to consider revi-
sions to the subdivision
code. No other business will
be conducted at the meeting.

Kassi Mackie, City Clerk

Published: The Chronicle
July 21, 2022

122883 NTC: Grizzle

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF

LEWIS COUNTY
ESTATE OF

STEVEN LEONARD
GRIZZLE,
Deceased.

No. 22-4-00286-21
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS.
RCW 11.40.030

The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal represen-
tative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
personal representative or the
personal representative's attor-
ney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the below court in which
the probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
personal representative served
or mailed the notice to the

122956 NTC: Anderson

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE

OF WASHINGTON
FOR LEWIS COUNTY

In the Matter of
the Estate of

LARRY DAVID
ANDERSON,
Deceased.

No. 22-4-00291-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative of the Estate of Larry
David Anderson. Any person
having a claim against the
Decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
Personal Representative or the
Personal Representative's at-
torney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the Court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of this notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
Date of First Publication:
July 14, 2022
Personal Representative:

122031 Ordinance

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING BEFORE

THE LEWIS COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS
AND INTENT TO ADOPT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the LEWIS
COUNTY, Washington
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS will
hold a public hearing on
August 2, 2022 to receive
public testimony on pro-
posed amendment to
Lewis County Code
9.20.050.
The hearing will take place
at or after 10 a.m. in the
Commissioners' Hearing
Room on the second floor
of the Historic Courthouse
in Chehalis, Washington.
Interested parties are en-
couraged to check the
Commissioners' Business
Meeting agenda for the
Zoom log-in details. The
agenda will be posted at
least 24 hours in advance
of the meeting on the
Lewis County Agendas &
Calendar webpage.
The public hearing will
consider amendment to the
Lewis County 9.20.050 to
update the meeting sched-
ule for the Law and Justice
Council.
Details about the proposal
will be available online at
the agenda link provided
above. Please select the
agenda for July 19 (Notice)
or August 2 (Hearing) to
see the draft ordinance.
The draft is subject to
change before or at the
hearing.
During the hearing, individ-
uals will be invited to speak
and/or provide written
statements regarding the
proposed changes. All indi-

123042 NTC: Schumacher

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF

LEWIS COUNTY
ESTATE OF

JUNE MURIEL
SCHUMACHER,

Deceased.
No. 22-4-00273-21
PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS.
RCW 11.40.030

The personal representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as personal represen-
tative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
personal representative or the
personal representative's attor-
ney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the below court in which
the probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
personal representative served
or mailed the notice to the
creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
Date of First Publication:
July 21, 2022
Personal Representative:
Meghan Smith
Address for Mailing or Service:
Law Office of Tonya Hebert,
PLLC
c/o Meghan Smith,
P.O. Box 69,
Winlock, WA 98596,
Court of probate proceedings
and cause number:
Lewis County Superior Court,
345 W. Main Street,
Chehalis, WA 98532.
Cause No.: 22-4-000273-21

Published: The Chronicle
July 21 & 28, 2022
August 4, 2022

123001Notice of Public
Hearing

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
LEWIS COUNTY

PLANNING
COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the LEWIS
COUNTY, Washington
PLANNING COMMISSION
will hold a public hearing
on August 9, 2022 at
6:00pm to receive public
testimony on the Good-
Avapollo Mining Opt-in Re-
zone Proposal.
Alan and Pamela Good,
along with Avapollo Land
Corporation, requests an
amendment to the Lewis
County Comprehensive
Plan to change the classifi-
cation of 443.5 acres from
Agricultural Resource Land
to Mineral Resource Land.
The parcels that are the
subject of the proposed
rezone are 028043004001,
0 2 8 0 4 3 0 0 4 0 0 2 ,
0 2 8 0 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 ,
0 2 8 0 2 5 0 0 1 0 0 0  a n d
028024001000. Details
about the proposal are
available at https://lewisco
untywa.gov/departments/c
ommunity-development/re
zones/.
A physical copy of the
proposal is available for
review at the Lewis County
Community Development
Office, 2025 NE Kresky
Avenue, Chehalis, WA
98535. If you wish to
receive a paper copy of the
proposal, please contact
Community Development
a t m e g a n . s a t h r e
@lewiscountywa.gov or
360.740.2677 and a copy
will be mailed to you.
There are two ways to
provide testimony on the
proposal:

122913 NTC: George

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE

STATE OF
WASHINGTON FOR

LEWIS COUNTY
IN MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
SHIRLEY G. GEORGE,

Deceased.
Case No.: 22-4-00298-21

PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
Personal Representative or the
Personal Representative's at-
torney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the Court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) thirty days after the
Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate as-
sets.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
July 14, 2022.
/s/ Loren George,
Personal Representative
c/o VANDER STOEP,
BLINKS, JONES &
UNZELMAN
Attorneys for Personal
Representative
345 N.W. Pacific Ave.
P. O. Box 867
Chehalis, WA 98532
Telephone: (360) 748-9281

Published: The Chronicle
July 14, 21 & 28, 2022

123029 Notice of Public
Hearing

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING Before the

LEWIS COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that a public hearing
will be held before the
Lewis County Board of
Commissioners (BOCC)
in the Historical Court-
house, 351 NW North
Street, Chehalis, Wash-
ington, on the 2nd day of
August 2022.
Written comments also
can be submitted by mail
at 351 N.W. North Street,
Chehalis, WA 98532 or
via email at bocc
@lewiscountywa.gov -
please include "Public
comment - budget
amendment" in the sub-
ject line.
The hearing will be held
on or after 10:00 a.m. to
consider an amendment
to departments within
the 2022 budget for Cur-
rent Expense and vari-
ous funds.
All those wishing to
speak for or against the
amendment shall be af-
forded the opportunity to
be heard. This amend-
ment proposes increas-
ing expenditures for vari-
ous funds and the Gener-
al fund in the amount of
$7,812,839 increasing
revenue in the amount of
$2,479,595 with a de-
crease in estimated end-
ing fund balance of
$5,333,244, Additional
adjustments for unantici-
pated grant funds and
expenditures may be
added prior to the hear-
ing on August 2nd.
Said amendment can be
obtained from the Budg-
et Department, Room 209
- 351 N.W. North St. -
Chehalis, WA. Phone:
(360)740-1198, Email:
b e c k y b u t l e r
@lewiscountywa.gov.
Written comments may
be submitted to the
BOCC prior to the meet-
ing.
This meeting site is barri-
er free. People needing
special assistance or ac-
commodations should
contact the Clerk of the
Board 72 hours in ad-
vance of the meeting.
Phone: (360) 740-1419

Published: The Chronicle
July 21 & 28, 2022

122962 NTC: Amacher

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE

OF WASHINGTON IN
AND FOR THE

COUNTY OF LEWIS
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
GERALD E. AMACHER,

Deceased.
NO. 22-4-000300-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The administrator named be-
low has been appointed as
administrator of this estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim would
be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the administrator or
the administrator's attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
court in which the probate
proceedings were com-
menced. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) Thirty days after the
administrator served or mailed
the notice to the creditor as
prov ided  under  RCW
11.40.020 (1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in section
11 of this act and RCW
11.40.060. This bar is effective
as to claims against both the
decedent's probate and non-
probate assets.
Date of filing copy of
Notice to Creditors
07/12/22
Date of first publication
July 14, 2022
/s/ Theresa Amacher
Theresa Amacher
Administrator
c/o ALTHAUSER RAYAN
ABBARNO, LLP
114 W. Magnolia;
P. O. Box 210
Centralia, WA 98531
Telephone: (360) 736-1301
Subsequent Publications:
July 21, 2022
July 28, 2022

Published: The Chronicle
July 14, 21 & 28, 2022

122740 Veeren v. Hildebrand

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE

STATE OF WASHINGTON
IN AND FOR THE

COUNTY OF LEWIS
ALEXANDRA VEEREN,
a single person,

Plaintiff,
v.

MICHAEL J. HILDEBRAND, a
single person, TOGETHER
with any and all persons,
parties and/or entities known
and/or unknown claiming
any right, title, estate, lien
and/or interest in the real
property described herein
and/or by or through said
individual(s) and/or entity(s),

Defendants.
NO. 22-2-00472-21

SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION

TO THE DEFENDANTS:
MICHAEL J. HILDEBRAND, a
single person, TOGETHER
with any and all persons,
parties and/or entities known
and/or unknown claiming any
right, title, estate, lien and/or
interest in the real property
described herein and/or by or
through said individual(s)
and/or entity(s).
YOU AND EACH OF YOU are
hereby summoned to appear
within sixty (60) days after the
date of the first publication of
this Summons, to-wit, within
sixty (60) days after the 30th
day of June, 2022, and defend
the above entitled action in the
above entitled Court and an-
swer the complaint of the
Plaintiff and serve a copy of
your answer upon the under-
signed attorneys for the Plain-
tiff at their office below stated;
and, in case of your failure to
do so, judgment will be entered
against you according to the
demands of the complaint in
this action which has been filed
with the Clerk of said Court.
The object of this action is to
obtain a judgment and/or de-
cree quieting title in real
property situated in Lewis
County, Washington described
as:
Lots 1 & 2 of Short Plat No.
04-00004, recorded March 14,
2006, under Auditor's File No.
3246471, in Volume 2 of Short
Plats, page 210, records of
Lewis County, Washington,
being located within the south-
east quarter of Section 10,
Township 13 North, Range 9
East, W.M., Lewis County,
Washington. TOGETHER
WITH easements for ingress,
egress and utilities, as delinea-
ted in Short plat recorded
under Auditor's File No.
3246471.
TOGETHER with and subject
to easements, covenants, con-
ditions, restrictions and reser-
vations of record, if any,
affecting title which may ap-
pear in the public record
including those shown on the
face of any recorded plat or
survey.
Lewis County, Washington
Against the claim of the
defendants and anyone claim-
ing by or through them.
DATED this 20 day of June,
2022.
VANDER STOEP, BLINKS,
JONES & UNZELMAN
/S/Scott E. Blinks
Scott E. Blinks, WSBA 21837
Of Attorneys for Plaintiff

Published: The Chronicle
June 30, 2022
July 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2022
August 4, 2022

122953 NTC: Storelee

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE

OF WASHINGTON
FOR LEWIS COUNTY

In the Matter of
the Estate of

HAROLD MARLYN
STORELEE,
Deceased.

No. 22-4-00293-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative of the Estate of Harold
Marlyn Storelee. Any person
having a claim against the
Decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
Personal Representative or the
Personal Representative's at-
torney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the Court in which the
probate proceedings were
commenced. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of this notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
Date of First Publication:
July 14, 2022
Personal Representative:
MARLO MICHELE
STROELEE
Attorney for the Personal
Representative:
James M.B. Buzzard,
WSBA#33555
Address for Mailing or Service:
c/o Buzzard O'Rourke, PS
314 Harrison Avenue
P.O. Box 59
Centralia, WA 98531

Published: The Chronicle
July 14, 21 & 28, 2022

123023 NTC: Lacey

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE

STATE OF
WASHINGTON IN

AND FOR THE
COUNTY OF LEWIS

In the Matter of
the Estate Of

RUSSELL JON LACEY,
Deceased.

NO. 22-4-00304-21
NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

RCW 11.40.030
The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative of the estate. Any person
having a claim against the
decedent must, before the time
the claim would be barred by
any otherwise applicable stat-
ute of limitations, present the
claim in the manner as provi-
ded in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
Personal Representative or the
Personal Representative's at-
torney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the Court. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate as-
sets.
Date of First Publication:
July 21, 2022
Personal Representative:
DYLAN JON LACEY
Attorney for the Personal
Representative:
LAUREL L. TILLER
Address for Mailing or Service:
THE TILLER LAW FIRM
Attorneys at Law
Post Office Box 58
Centralia, WA 98531
/s/ Dylan Jon Lacey
DYLAN JON LACEY

Published: The Chronicle
July 21 & 28, 2022
August 4, 2022

122946 Surplus Sale

SURPLUS SALE NOTICE

Rochester School District is
confirming the availability of
surplus equipment and materi-
als for sale. Items will be sold
as is, with no warranty, with
priority given to governmental
agencies. All sales are final.
For a list of items available go
to www.rochester.wednet.edu.
To preview sale items, contact
Shawna Kiliz at (360)
273-9242.

Location: Rochester School
District Office
10140 Hwy 12 SW
Rochester, WA 98579

Items will be sold through
public auction at www.publics
urplus.com beginning the week
of August 1, 2022.

Published: The Chronicle
July 14 & 21, 2022

123043 NTC: Durham

IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE

OF WASHINGTON IN
AND FOR THE

COUNTY OF LEWIS
IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF
CARL DURHAM,

Deceased.
NO. 22-4-00305-21
PROBATE NOTICE

TO CREDITORS
RCW 11.40.030

The administrator named be-
low has been appointed as
administrator of this estate.
Any person having a claim
against the decedent must,
before the time the claim would
be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the administrator or
the administrator's attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
court in which the probate
proceedings were com-
menced. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) Thirty days after the
administrator served or mailed
the notice to the creditor as
prov ided  under  RCW
11.40.020 (1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in section
11 of this act and RCW
11.40.060. This bar is effective
as to claims against both the
decedent's probate and non-
probate assets.
Date of filing copy of
Notice to Creditors
07/15/22
Date of first publication
July 21, 2022
/s/ James Durham
JAMES DURHAM
Administrator
c/o ALTHAUSER RAYAN
ABBARNO, LLP
114 W. Magnolia;
P. O. Box 210
Centralia, WA 98531
Telephone: (360) 736-1301
Subsequent Publications:
July 28, 2022
August 4, 2022

Published: The Chronicle
July 21 & 28, 2022
August 4, 2022

123306 NPDES

R3 Investments LLC, Job-
han Randhawa, 7752 S
259th St Kent, WA
98032-7316, is seeking
coverage under the Wash-
ington State Department of
Ecology's Construction
Stormwater NPDES and
State Waste Discharge
General Permit.

The proposed project, A-1
Pallets_3001 Bennett Rd
Centralia, is located at
3001 Bennett Rd in Cen-
tralia in Lewis county.

This project involves 5.1
acres of soil disturbance
for Commercial construc-
tion activities.

The receiving waterbody is
Chehalis River.

Any persons desiring to
present their views to the
Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology regarding
this Application, or interes-
ted in Ecology's action on
this Application, may notify
Ecology in writing no later
than 30 days of the last
date of publication of this
notice. Ecology reviews
public comments and con-
siders whether discharges
from this project would
cause a measurable
change in receiving water
quality, and, if so, whether
the project is necessary
and in the overriding public
interest according to Tier II
anti-degradation require-
ments under  WAC
173-201A-320.

Comments can be
submitted to:
ecyrewqianoi@ecy.wa.gov, or
ATTN: Water Quality
Program,
Construction Stormwater
Washington State
Department of Ecology
P.O. Box 47696
Olympia, WA 98504-7696

Published: The Chronicle
July 21 & 28, 2022

1. Submit written testimony.
Written testimony may be
submitted until 4:00 PM on
the business day preced-
ing the hearing. Send
testimony to:
Mail: Lewis County
Planning Commission,
c/o Mindy Brooks,
2025 NE Kresky Ave,
Chehalis, WA 98532
E m a i l : m i n d y . b r o o k s
@lewiscountywa.gov
2. Testify at the hearing.
The hearing will be on
August 9, 2022 and will
begin at approximately
6:00 PM. For an accurate
land use record, the public
is asked to sign up to
testify at the following link
https://lewiscountywa.gov/
departments/community-d
evelopment/planning-com
mission-public-comment/.
Verbal and written testimo-
ny will be accepted at the
hearing.
Hearing location: Lewis
County Historic Court-
house, 351 NW North
Street, Chehalis, WA
98532
Attend virtually: Zoom at
https://us06web.zoom.us/j
/85301197403 or by phone
by dialing (888)-475-4499;
use Meeting ID 853 0119
7403.
To sign up for Community
Development email an-
nouncements, please visit:
http://lewiscountywa.gov/c
ommunitydevelopment/rec
eive-email-announcements
The meeting site is barrier
free. People needing spe-
cial accommodations
should contact the phone
number shown above 72
hours in advance of the
meeting.

Published: The Chronicle
July 21, 2022

against the decedent must,
before the time the claim would
be barred by any otherwise
applicable statute of limita-
tions, present the claim in the
manner as provided in RCW
11.40.070 by serving on or
mailing to the Administrator or
the Administrator's attorney at
the address stated below a
copy of the claim and filing the
original of the claim with the
Court in which the probate
proceedings were com-
menced. The claim must be
presented within the later of:
(1) thirty days after the Admin-
istrator served or mailed the
notice to the creditor as
prov ided  under  RCW
11.40.020(1)(c); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and nonprobate as-
sets.
DATE OF FIRST
PUBLICATION:
July 21, 2022.
/s/ Blake Simmons
Blake Simmons,
Administrator
c/o VANDER STOEP,
BLINKS, JONES &
UNZELMAN
Attorneys for Personal
Representative
345 N.W. Pacific Ave.
P. O. Box 867
Chehalis, WA 98532
Telephone: (360) 748-9281

Published: The Chronicle
July 21 & 28, 2022
August 4, 2022

viduals wishing to speak
are encouraged to attend.
Written comments may be
submitted in advance of
the hearing by emailing
Amber Smith, Civil Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney, at
a m b e r . s m i t h
@lewiscountywa.gov or by
postal mail to Lewis Coun-
ty Prosecuting Attorney's
Office, c/o Amber Smith,
345 W. Main St, 2nd Fl.,
Chehalis, WA 98532.
The meeting site is barrier
free. People needing spe-
cial accommodations
should contact the phone
number shown above 72
hours in advance of the
meeting.

Published: The Chronicle
July 21 & 28, 2022

sioners. The current adop-
ted fee schedule is availa-
ble online at https://lewisc
ountywa.gov/departments/
community-development/p
ermit-applications-and-ha
ndouts/.

Published: The Chronicle
July 21, 2022

122864 NTC Robertson Jr.

PROBATE NOTICE
TO CREDITORS

No. 22-4-00145-08
SUPERIOR COURT OF

WASHINGTON FOR
COWLITZ COUNTY

Estate of
CHARLES F.
ROBERTSON JR.,
Deceased.
The Personal Representative
named below has been ap-
pointed as Personal Represen-
tative of this estate. Any
person having a claim against
the Decedent must, before the
time the claim would be barred
by any otherwise applicable
statute of limitations, present
the claim in the manner as
provided in RCW 11.40.070 by
serving on or mailing to the
Personal Representative or the
Personal Representative's at-
torney at the address stated
below a copy of the claim and
filing the original of the claim
with the court. The claim must
be presented within the later
of: (1) Thirty days after the
Personal Representative
served or mailed the notice to
the creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(3); or (2) four
months after the date of first
publication of the notice. If the
claim is not presented within
this time frame, the claim is
forever barred, except as
otherwise provided in RCW
1 1 . 4 0 . 0 5 1  a n d  R C W
11.40.060. This bar is effective
as to claims against both the
probate assets and nonprobate
assets of the Decedent.
Date of First Publication:
July 7, 2022
BRYAN E. ROBERTSON
Personal Representative
Attorneys for Personal
Representative:
MICHAEL A. CLAXTON,
WSBA #25095
WALSTEAD
MERTSCHING PS
Civic Center Building,
Third Floor
1700 Hudson Street
PO Box 1549
Longview, Washington
98632-7934
Telephone: (360) 423-5220

Published: The Chronicle
July 7, 14 & 21, 2022

ERIC DAVID ANDERSON
Attorney for the Personal
Representative:
James M.B. Buzzard,
WSBA#33555
Address for Mailing or Service:
c/o Buzzard O'Rourke, PS
314 Harrison Avenue
P.O. Box 59
Centralia, WA 98531

Published: The Chronicle
July 14, 21 & 28, 2022

creditor as provided under
RCW 11.40.020(1)(c); or (2)
four months after the date of
first publication of the notice. If
the claim is not presented
within this time frame, the
claim is forever barred, except
as otherwise provided in RCW
11.40.051 and 11.40.060. This
bar is effective as to claims
against both the decedent's
probate and non-probate as-
sets.
Date of First Publication:
July 7, 2022
Personal Representative:
Rhonda Lynne Grizzle
Address for Mailing or Service:
Law Office of Tonya Hebert,
PLLC
c/o Rhonda Lynne Grizzle,
P.O. Box 69,
Winlock, WA 98596,
Court of probate proceedings
and cause number:
Lewis County Superior Court,
345 W. Main Street,
Chehalis, WA 98532.
Cause No.: 22-4-00286-21

Published: The Chronicle
July 7, 14 & 21, 2022
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