
Clark County Council passes 2022 
budget with only one tax increase

North County Community Food 
Bank prepares for the holidays

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

The Clark County Council has 
approved a 2022 annual budget of 
about $723 million that does not 
raise property taxes for three of 
its four major funds, though two 
of five councilors disagree on 
structural deficit issues.

During a Nov. 16 meeting, the 
council voted unanimously to 

approve the 2022 budget though 
they voted against 1% increases 
on its property tax levies for its 
general fund, road fund and con-
servation futures fund. The coun-
cil voted unanimously to increase 
its parks fund by 1%.

During a presentation for the 
council, Clark County Manager 
Kathleen Otto said there were 
a total of 141 funding requests 
submitted by county offices and 
departments for the 2022 bud-
get, with 77 new requests, two 
requests carried forward and one 
budget intervention. Of those, the 
county manager recommended 
approval of 132, 57 of which have 

general fund impacts.
Otto noted many of the recom-

mended requests include “must 
haves” for the county like items 
required by law or things that 
would become a liability to the 
county without them.

According to the presentation, 
the recommended requests would 
result in about $8.9 million in 
more expenses, though only about 
$1.6 million would be ongoing 
expenses to consider in future 
budgeting.

Otto recommended an increase 
in both the county general fund 
and road fund levies. The coun-
cilors, convening as the Greater 

Clark Parks Board, already ap-
proved a 1% increase to the county 
parks fund. That increase results 
in a 69 cent increase on property 
taxes for a median-priced home in 
the county at $441,000.

The funds denied by the coun-
cil that were suggested by coun-
ty staff — the general fund and 
road fund — would have raised 
$685,000 and $442,000 respec-
tively with a 1% levy increase 
in both. Those increases would 
result in about $3.85 more and 
$5.25 more annually on property 
taxes on median-priced homes.

SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com 

As Thanksgiving approaches, 
the North County Community 
Food Bank in Battle Ground has 
stepped up to the plate to prepare 
food for the holidays for people 
in need. 

Executive Director Liz Cer-
veny said the food bank offers 
clients two food boxes a month, 
which are given to the clients 
outside of the facility because of 
the limited space. The food bank, 
which currently serves between 
750 to 800 families, will be open 
the day before Thanksgiving to 
provide people with holiday fare, 
but will be closed on Thanksgiv-
ing day and the following Friday. 

Cerveny said the food bank 
can always use additional do-
nations of food and funds, like 
cornbread mix, canned sweet 
potatoes and cranberry sauce. 

“We can buy more with the 
money than people can at the 
store,” Cerveny said. 

The food bank has seen an in-
crease in client applications be-
cause the distribution of stimulus 
checks have ceased and people 
have struggled to pay for their 
rent and utility bills, she said. 

The number of applications 
for clients month-to-month has 
increased by 5%, according to 
Cerveny. In the last few months, 
it’s jumped dramatically. 

“Currently, we’re juggling 
and trying to make sure that 
everyone who comes to us gets 
what they need and gets connect-
ed with social service agencies 
and resources that are available 
in Clark County,” Cerveny said.

During the winter months, 
she said the most needed food 
items include low-salt soups, ce-
real, oatmeal, rice, and low-sodi-
um canned vegetables and beans. 
While the food bank doesn’t pro-
vide a box of supplies specific to 
Thanksgiving, many of the items 
donated are applicable to the 
holiday, Cerveny said, since the 
two monthly boxes each client 
gets include around 180 pounds 
of food. 

Ann Karr, a volunteer, said 
the food bank does what they 

Conversations over 
structural deficit 
solutions big among 
council

Travel over
Thanksgiving 
expected to 
be almost as 
busy as pre-
pandemic
levels
BY THE REFLECTOR

This Thanksgiving, roads and 
airports will be busy as AAA 
predicts 53.4 million people in 
the nation, and more than 1.4 mil-
lion in Washington, will travel 
for the holiday, representing an 
increase of 13% and 16%, respec-
tively, from the prior year.

The new forecast shows na-
tional travel volumes within 5% 
of pre-pandemic levels in 2019 
in the nation and 2% above for 
Washington.

Out of the travelers, 87% 
in Washington are expected to 
drive. Around 1.2 million Wash-
ingtonians are expected to trav-
el by car this year to reach their 
Thanksgiving destination. That’s 
an increase of 9% even despite 
2020’s lower gas prices.

“This Thanksgiving, travel 
will look a lot different than last 
year,” said Kelly Just, spokes-
person for AAA Washington in 
a news release. “With borders 
reopened, plus new health and 
safety guidelines in place, travel 
is once again high on the list of 
Americans ready to reunite with 
their loved ones for the holiday.”

Air travel is up 82% in Wash-
ington since its dramatic fall 
during the pandemic, stated a re-
lease. More than 160,000 people 
in Washington are expected to 
reach their Thanksgiving destina-
tions by plane.

In Washington, travel by trains, 
buses and cruise ships is also ex-
pected to increase by 263% from 
2020, but is projected to remain 

PHOTO BY SEBASTIAN RUBINO

Volunteers unpack a large pallet of food at the North County Community Food Bank on Thursday, Nov. 17.

PHOTO  BY SEBASTIAN RUBINO

Volunteers gather food boxes at the North County Community Food Bank.
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COURTESY PHOTO

Lesley Hiltz shows a dog at the National Beagle Club Specialty in Ohio in September 2021.

Lesley E. Hiltz
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Brush Prairie resident serves as 
judge in Westminster Dog Show
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com 

Brush Prairie resident Lesley 
Hiltz will judge the 146th annu-
al Westminster Kennel Club Dog 
Show in New York City on Jan. 
24 through Jan. 26. 

Hiltz will judge both variet-
ies of beagles and all varieties of 
dachshunds, as well as Bernese 
Mountain Dogs. 

Hiltz’s interest in the sport of 
purebred dogs started decades 
ago when she purchased a beagle 
in Australia in 1967. 

“This dog, whilst not a great 
beagle, was a great show dog, and 
was responsible for involving me 
in the sport,” Hiltz said. “I went 
to England on a working holiday 
in 1970 for two years, and during 
my stay in England, I purchased 
two beagles and showed them all 
over Britain while I lived there.”

While she was in England, she 
became interested in corgis, par-
ticularly Cardigan corgis, so she 
took one home with her to Aus-
tralia afterwards. 

She said her main interest has 
always been beagles. The breed-
ing she’s done with those dogs 
have won show awards, including 
the all best breed award, special-
ity best, and in many other cat-
egories as well.  Hiltz provided 
the foundation stock for many of 
today’s prominent beagle breed-
ers, she said. 

In 1988, Hiltz moved to the 
United States, where she met 
and married her husband David, 
who is also a prominent beagle 
breeder. 

“I took three Australian bea-
gles with me and we blended 
those into the American lines that 
my husband owned,” she said. 

Over the years, Hiltz has 
served in many positions in dog 
clubs, including as secretary 
and president, and has run many 

specialty and all-breed shows in 
the process. She’s judged beagle 
specialties in Australia, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Norway, 
among other places.

Hiltz enjoys the abil-
ity to see the top repre-
sentatives of each breed. 
Nearly 3,000 dogs trav-
el from around the U.S. 
to attend the event in 
New York. She said the 
dog show entry limit is set at 
2,500 and will once again be a 
champions-only competition. 

She said she enjoys meeting 
up with fellow judges who attend 
the show from all over the world. 

Becoming a judge in the 
Westminster Dog Show is no 
small task, said Hiltz. It’s a long 
process to become an AKC ap-

proved judge, she said. 
“Some people feel that af-

ter being a breeder and exhib-
itor, they may wish to 
give back to the sport 
and study to become a 
judge,” Hiltz said. “You 
start with just a few 
breeds and gradually 
acquire knowledge of 
more as you proceed in 
your career.”

She said the work re-
quires a lot of travel, which can 
sometimes be difficult, but she 
said the upside is people get to 
visit countries overseas that they 
may have not had the chance to 
travel to otherwise. 

“You also make new friends 
all over the world,” Hiltz said. 

To be considered for the dog 
show, Hiltz said most of the an-

imals start socializing early in 
life, which helps them cope with 
the many noises and distractions 
they may encounter. Then there’s 
breed specific grooming, espe-
cially with poodles, and the dogs 
have to learn to be patient and ac-
cept the process. 

“Most love this, as they get a 
lot of extra attention every day,” 
Hiltz said. “And at the end of the 
day, they are all much treasured 
companions.”

She said the judging process 
requires comparing each animal 
to the written standard for each 
breed and selecting the one the 
judge feels comes closest to the 
ideal pick for the category. 

“Not every judge sees things 
the same way and that’s why re-
sults can be different from one 
show to another,” Hiltz said.
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Battle Ground Council considers 
increase to fire impact fee
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

The city of Battle Ground may see an 
increase in its fire impact fees on new con-
struction, though unincorporated parts of 
Clark County Fire District 3 have yet to 
pay comparable rates.

During a Nov. 15 meeting, the Battle 
Ground City Council hosted a public hear-
ing on FD3’s capital facilities plan and a 
potential increase to fire impact fees. The 
meeting was the second time the council 
has discussed an update of the plan, which 
details expected capital projects in the next 
two decades.

During a Nov. 1 presentation, FD3 Fire 
Marshal Chris Drone said the district an-
ticipates to grow by 46% in the next 20 
years. That growth projection is used to 
determine costs from impact fees, which 
led to the proposal of an increase.  

The plan update included fees for the 
city at $696 per single-family home, $327 
per multi-family unit, and 85 cents per 

square foot of non-residential space. The 
city’s impact fees have remained the same 
since 2018, Drone said. At that time, they 
were set for $555 per single-family home, 
$248 per multi-family unit and 59 cents per 
square foot for non-residential buildings.

Capital costs in the next 20 years to-
taled $22.6 million with about $10.4 mil-
lion attributed to the new growth, Drone 
said. Projects include two new fire stations, 
a training tower, an ambulance, a pumper 
truck and several squad and staff vehicles, 
according to the presentation.

Based on response data, about half of 
the calls the district receives include re-
sponses to single-family homes, while 41% 
of calls are for commercial properties and 
the remainder are to multi-family residenc-
es. Medical calls made up nearly 80% of 
the district’s calls.

The increase would keep the fire dis-
trict’s share of impact fees lower than oth-
ers for traffic, parks and schools, Drone ex-
plained, only making up 5% of those kinds 
of fees for single family home construction 

within city limits.
The city itself represents two-thirds of 

the residential growth anticipated in the 
district and 92% of commercial develop-
ment. Though the district would like to 
see impact fees in unincorporated parts of 
its jurisdiction, Fire Chief Scott Sorenson 
said the Clark County Council denied the 
impact fees for unincorporated areas in the 
district because they didn’t want to impose 
more fees and also because they didn’t 
want to see a district with fees, while oth-
ers go without. 

“We’ve always believed … new growth 
pays for growth,” said Deputy Mayor Phil-
ip Johnson. “It doesn’t seem very fair to 
ask all those folks who have been here for 
years to pitch in their part for the new folks 
who are coming.”

Currently, the city has impact fees and 
Sorenson said the revenues would only be 
used within city limits.

As of the Nov. 15 public hearing, So-
renson said his department had not made 
headway with the county on letting impact 

fees in unincorporated parts of the county. 
He said FD3 is working with other districts 
in the county to share their plan for the re-
quest.

“This time we’re working with other 
agencies to do that (request) together,” So-
renson said. 

Speaking on behalf of the Building In-
dustry Association of Clark County, Justin 
Wood pushed back on the increase given 
the state of housing prices in the county.

“Every impact fee that this council 
adopts is passed onto each homeowner 
or renter at the time when we are facing a 
housing affordability crisis,” Wood said.

Wood said most homes are being built in 
the southern United States because of more 
lax regulations. He said the council should 
consider a reduction in the multi-family 
fire impact fee proposed since it only made 
up 8% of calls, while the non-residential 
rate should increase.

Johnson said the request “seems to be a 
small amount of money in the big scheme 
of things.”

Citizens raise concerns over proposed road in Battle Ground
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

A proposed road to connect 
state Route 503 to North Parkway 
Avenue in Battle Ground faces 
backlash from residents who feel 
the road would cause a host of is-
sues.

During a public hearing for the 
city’s update of its transportation 
system plan on Nov. 15, conver-
sation turned toward one project 
in particular. The plan features a 
proposed Northwest Fifth Street 
connection between the two roads 
north of Battle Ground Public 
Schools’ Lewisville campus. A 
project description from the city 
states the road would provide al-
ternate access to state Route 503 
for Battle Ground High School 
students and others heading north 
on the road to avoid the Main 
Street and state Route 503 inter-
section.

During the hearing, the coun-
cil received more than two dozen 
written public comments express-
ing a host of concerns about the 
street’s impact on the area. 

Commenters expressed 
concerns over the increase of 
through-traffic near several Battle 
Ground Public Schools buildings, 
a lack of sidewalks on existing 
streets in the area, and the effect 
on nearby athletics fields that 
some said would be removed if the 
road is constructed. 

Councilor Shauna Walters 
moved to remove the Northwest 
Fifth Street project from the plan, 
which is scheduled for a vote by 
council on Dec. 6. 

“That’s our job as councilmem-
bers to lobby on behalf of the 
citizens, and when the citizens 
are this vocal about not wanting 
something, we need to take a step 
back and listen to what the citizens 
have to say,” Walters said.

Walters was joined by council-
ors Brian Munson and Tricia Da-
vis in voting to remove the project. 
Councilor Shane Bowman, who 
voted against the removal, men-
tioned the project will receive 
money from state funds, which 
according to current project in-
formation from the city would be 
about $1.3 million of the $3.8 mil-
lion total cost.

“There’s 21,000 people in this 
city. There was 27 comments,” 
Bowman said about the hearing 
testimony. “Some of them have al-

ready designed the road. Some of 
them have told us where we should 
put other roads. Some of them have 
said we’re tearing out ball fields, 
which we haven’t even designed.”

Battle Ground Public Works 
Director Mark Herceg said 
the impacts on athletics fields 
wouldn’t be known until the de-
sign is complete. Also up to de-
sign is which dead ends from the 
neighborhood north of the pro-
posed road would have connec-
tions. He explained in some cases 
the intersection spacing might not 
be enough for a connection.

Herceg said the road would be 
classified as a neighborhood col-
lector which is typically 50 feet 
across, including sidewalks and 
planter strips.

Regarding concerns of safety 
for students using the proposed 
street before and after school, 
Bowman asked about the last 
time there was a fatality of a child 
on streets in the city with higher 
traffic counts like Main Street, 
Onsdorff Boulevard and Parkway 
Avenue, to which Battle Ground 
Police Chief Mike Fort could not 
recall any.

Bowman likened the backlash 
to an incident several years ago 
when a vocal group pushed the city 
council to build the Battle Ground 
Skate Park.

“We spent millions of dollars on 
a skate park, ripped out two base-
ball fields, built a community cen-
ter, because 30 people showed up 
for a skate park. Did that represent 

the community? Absolutely not,” 
Bowman said.

Bowman added the school dis-
trict has discussed the possibility 
of moving CAM Academy to the 
Lewisville Campus in the vicinity 
of the proposed road.

“We already know what CAM 
(Academy) does on Onsdorff and 
we haven’t had any fatalities that 
we know of, so add that traffic to 
(the area),” Bowman said.

Bowman was joined by Mayor 
Adrian Cortes, Deputy Mayor Phil-

ip Johnson and Councilor Cherish 
DesRochers in voting to keep the 
project in the transportation plan. 
DesRochers said she lives on a 
busy street herself, but could see 
the importance the road could have 
in alleviating traffic in the city.

“As much as I … empathize 
with the people who submitted 
comments, I also feel for all of 
the people that are stuck on Main 
Street, stuck at the post office, stuck 
at the school, trying to get out of 
Safeway,” DesRochers said.
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Vitals Obituaries / News

Phyllis Patricia (Patty) 
Cornell of Ariel, Washington, 
passed away peacefully Nov. 
5, 2021.

Patty was born July 
14, 1937 in Center, North 
Dakota to Grace and Vincent 
Schumsky, who are both 
deceased. She was one of six 
brothers and sisters. The entire 
family moved to the West 
Coast when Patty was about 
7 years old and eventually 
settled in Vancouver, 
Washington. Patty graduated 
from Vancouver High School 
in 1955.

Patty was known as the 
caretaker of her family, an 
angel some would say. She 
was always willing to help 
anyone in their time of need. 
She was the best mother to her 
children and always provided 

for her family. She was a 
wonderful cook and enjoyed 
spending time cooking for her 
friends and family. She was 
active for many years in the 
Dollars Corner Moose Lodge.

Patty is preceded in death 
by her parents and stepfather 
Norman Anderson; brothers 
Raymond Schumsky, Bobbie 
Shumsky and Gregory 
Anderson; sister Alice Rupley; 
and sons Philip Whisenhunt 
and Tracy Whisenhunt.

She is survived by her 
loving husband Martin; her 
children Brent Whisenhunt, 
Norman (Chris) Whisenhunt 
and Michelle (Bill) Melton; 
six grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; sister 
Mary Snell of San Diego; 
brother Donald Schumsky 
of Renton; and numerous 
nephews and nieces.

Funeral services for Patty 
will be held at Laynes Funeral 
Home in Battle Ground on 
Saturday, Nov. 20, 2021 at 
1 p.m. Private graveside 
services for immediate family 
will be held on Monday, Nov. 
22, at Yale Cemetery.

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Phyllis Cornell
In Loving Memory Of

1937  ~  2021
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1947 - 2021

In Loving Memory Of

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Richard Franklin Brantley 
was born July 25, 1947, in 
Oak Harbor, Washington to 
Evelyn and James Brantley. 
A Navy family, they moved 
to many Naval stations over 
the years, but their favorite 
place was always returning 
back to the Naval Air 
Station Whidbey Island. He 
shared his childhood with 
his two brothers, John and 
Lew, pulling mischievous 
antics that only the Brantley 
boys could dream up. Upon 
graduating from Battle 
Ground High School, he 
joined the Army with his 
best buddy Paul Reed on the 
Buddy Plan. Richard served 
our country in the United 
States Army during the 
Vietnam conflict from 1965 
to 1968, in Company C, First 
Battalion 503rd Infantry, 
173rd Airborne Brigade 
USARPAC. Catastrophically 
wounded, he spent one and 

one-half years in Madigan 
Army Hospital. After 
recovering he was honorably 
discharged and received the 
Purple Heart Medal, Bronze 
Star with “V” Device, Good 
Conduct Medal, Combat 
Infantry Badge, Parachutist’s 
Badge, Vietnamese Service 
Medal, Vietnam Campaign 
Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal and the 
Sharpshooter Badge (rifle). 

Richard’s way of living 
touched many people, 
inspiring them to believe that 
they too could accomplish 
any task if they set their mind 
to it. A lifelong learner, he 
managed the challenges of 
life as a bilateral above-knee 
amputee brilliantly, going on 
to complete an associate’s 
degree at Clark College in 
machining technologies, 
selling real estate, 
gunsmithing, woodworking, 
repairing engines, machining 
parts, teaching kids through 
hunters safety courses and as 
a cub scoutmaster, hunting, 
fishing, logging, and fixing 
or building almost anything. 
Richard’s focus was never 

what he could not do, but 
how he could accomplish 
whatever he needed to 
do in the simplest, most 
direct way. He climbed up 
on roofs, drove tractors, 
boats and ATVs, and when 
necessary, winched himself 
up out of canyons on the 
back of elk he shot. He 
lived a genuinely happy 
life, raising a large family 
and sharing his wealth of 
know-how with anyone 
who asked.

Richard left us on Oct. 
27, 2021. He is survived 
by his best friend and 
wife Cheryl, seven children, 
10 grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild. A 
celebration of life service 
with a full military honors 
presentation conducted by 
the Patriot Guard/Tum Tum 
ALR #168 will be held 
Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021, 
at the Mt. Valley Grange 
#79, 40107 NE 221st Ave., 
Amboy, Washington at 
1 p.m. All are welcome, 
rain or shine. Please direct 
donations in lieu of flowers 
to The Independence Fund.

Richard Brantley

Christina June Devine 
Klug, of Lebanon, Oregon, 
died at the age of 25 in a tragic 
accident the evening of Nov. 
12, 2021, on the Interstate 5 
freeway near Salem, Oregon.

She left behind her two 
small children, Anakin 
RayDean Shaw and Ahsoka 
DemiLee Shaw, as well as 
their father Brandon Shaw. 

In addition, she left behind 
countless family and friends 
who love her and will miss 
her so much.

Her memorial services 
were held on Monday, Nov. 
22, 2021 at The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints in Ridgefield, 
Washington.

To view the obituary, please go to thereflector.com/obituaries.

Christina June Devine Klug
In Loving Memory Of

1995  ~  2021

Advisories lifted at 
Round, Lacamas 
lakes in Clark County
THE REFLECTOR

Clark County Public Health 
lifted its blue-green algae advi-
sories at Round Lake and Lac-
amas Lake after blooms of cy-
anobacteria dissipated at both 
locations.

Public health removed the 
warning advisory at Lacamas 
Lake earlier this month follow-
ing test results from water sam-
ples that showed toxin levels 
were no longer elevated, stated a 

news release. The warning advi-
sory at Round Lake remained in 
place until the bloom dissipated 
last week.

The warning advisory signs 
posted at the lakes are being 
removed, but educational signs 
about blue-green algae will re-
main up year round.

Public health encourages 
people who recreate in the lakes 
to continually watch for floating 
blue-green colored scum and to 
avoid direct contact with water 

if it’s seen.
The health department has 

concluded its routine monitoring 
of local water bodies and swim 
beaches for the season, stated 
the release. Routine monitoring 
at designated swim beaches will 
resume after Memorial Day. 

Public health relies on public 
notifications of potential algae 
blooms, stated the release. Re-
ports can be submitted online 
at clark.wa.gov/public-health/ 
report-health-concern.

Inslee appoints Golik to serve 
on advisory board for the  Office 
of Independent Investigations 
THE REFLECTOR

The prosecuting attorney for 
Clark County has been selected as 
one of 11 members who have been 
appointed by Gov. Jay Inslee to 
serve on the Office of Independent 
Investigations Advisory Board.

Anthony Golik, of Battle 
Ground, will serve as a prose-
cuting attorney representative on 
the board for the new office that 
was created to conduct indepen-

dent, unbiased, competent and 
thorough investigation of cases 
involving police use of deadly 
force.

Inslee requested the office be 
created based on recommenda-
tions from his 2020 task force 
which convened following the 
deaths of George Floyd and Man-
uel Ellis, stated a news release.

The advisory board will pro-
vide input and advice to the direc-
tor on the creation and operation 
of the office. The director has not 
yet been appointed. A national 
search is underway to identify 
candidates for the position.

“The Office of Independent 

Investigations will help provide 
communities, families, individ-
uals and law enforcement with 
reassurance that their cases are 
being examined and reviewed in 
an unbiased way,” Inslee stated in 
the release. “While we cannot ful-
ly heal the wounds of the past, we 
can work to support those impact-
ed going forward. I thank these 
members for stepping up and for 
contributing to make Washington 
a better state for everyone.”

The appointment is effective 
immediately. Other appointments 
include a tribal member, a mental 
health expert and a representative 
of a police labor association.

Woodland schools 
collect nearly 3,000 
pounds of food 
THE REFLECTOR

Students and staff at Woodland 
Public Schools donated nearly 
3,000 pounds of canned and dried 
food items to the Woodland Action 
Center through a districtwide food 
drive that ended in November.

Woodland Middle School won 
the competition by collecting the 
most pounds of food, according to 
a news release. They were able to 
secure 1,120 pounds of food, while 
North Fork Elementary School 
came in second place with 1,053 
pounds. Columbia Elementary 
School garnered 271 pounds and 
Woodland High School collected 
61 pounds. In all, the schools col-
lected 2,955 pounds of food. 

Several members of the dis-
trict’s administrative team visited 

each school to collect and load the 
donations, stated the release. Lead-
ership classes at the elementary 
schools helped market and coordi-
nate the food drive. 

“At the beginning of the pan-
demic, food banks around the area 
received a lot of support from the 
state and federal governments,” 
stated the pick-up driver from 
Woodland Action Center. “Howev-
er, supplies have been drawn down 
and there’s a combination of sup-
ply-chain shortages and people not 
thinking there’s still a need, which 
there very much is.”

The Woodland Action Center 
offers human resources, nutrition-
al education and opportunities for 
self-sufficiency to people in pover-
ty in Woodland, La Center and the 
surrounding communities.
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Clark County Fire and 
Rescue firefighters 
stand in front of 
Woodland’s Station 
29 following a Dec. 
20, 2017 ceremony 
commemorating the 
station’s opening. 
Woodland and fire 
district residents 
approved the city’s 
annexation into the 
district in August 
2020, with the district 
changing its name 
to Clark-Cowlitz Fire 
Rescue.
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Woodland council approves property 
tax drop due to fire district annexation

RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Woodland City Council 
made good on a promise to 
reduce the amount of proper-
ty tax residents pay in the city 
following strong approval for 
annexation last year into what’s 
now known as Clark-Cowlitz 
Fire Rescue.

During its Nov. 15 meeting, 
the council voted on both an or-
dinance and resolution making 
the drop in property tax offi-
cial. The decrease in tax equals 
about $1.51 per $1,000 of as-
sessed value, bringing the city’s 
rate for 2022 to about 85 cents 
per $1,000.

The reduction in the levy was 
conceived as a way to swap the 
levy amounts once the city be-
came formally annexed by the 

district. Put up for a vote in Au-
gust 2020, the measure passed 
by about 77.6% in the existing 
district and about 73.3% in the 
city. The decrease is similar 
to  the current rate for Clark-
Cowlitz Fire Rescue at $1.49 
per $1,000 of assessed value, 
according to the Clark County 
Treasurer’s office, which resi-
dents will pay starting next year. 

Woodland originally began 
contracting with CCFR for fire 
services in 2013, agreeing to a 
25-year contract four years lat-
er. The property tax rate in the 
district was roughly the same as 
what the city was paying to con-
tract out services before it was 
annexed.

Prior to the leadup to the an-
nexation vote, CCFR Chief John 
Nohr explained annexations and 
mergers have been a trend re-
gionally and across the country. 
The annexation also allows city 
residents to run for the district’s 
board of commissioners where 
they can make decisions on how 
the fire district operates.

The Woodland council offi-
cially agreed to drop its own rate 
when it approved the annexation 
measure on the ballot in March 
2020. Due to the timing of the 
vote that year, the annexation 
wasn’t official until Jan. 1, 2022, 
Nohr said following the vote.

Prior to that official change, 

the fire department had already 
embraced the oncoming annex-
ation. It has changed its name 
from Clark County Fire and 
Rescue to Clark-Cowlitz Fire 
Rescue in acknowledgement of 
officially bringing the largely 
Cowlitz County-based city into 
the fold.

Though discussion at the 
Nov. 15 approval was limited 
among councilmembers, they 
acknowledged they were keep-
ing their word.

“We said we were going to do 
this when this (annexation) hap-
pened and so I think we should,” 
said Councilor Carol Rounds.

City residents pay into 
Clark-Cowlitz Fire 
Rescue levy after a vote 
in August of 2020

Former Ridgefield middle school 
teacher’s aide pleads not guilty
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

A former teacher’s aide at 
View Ridge Middle School has 
entered a not guilty plea for 
charges of sexual communication 
with a 13-year-old student.

On Nov. 16, Mason Barry, 18, 
was arraigned in Clark County 
Superior Court on two counts of 
communication with a minor for 
immoral purposes. Following the 
not guilty pleas, Barry had a read-
iness hearing set for his trial Feb. 
10, 2022.

According to a probable cause 
affidavit for Barry’s arrest, Ridge-
field police first responded to an 
alleged inappropriate relationship 
between Barry and the student on 
Feb. 6. A relative of the victim 
had discovered the victim and a 
friend discussing the relationship 
on the victim’s phone.

A few days earlier, the victim 
had gotten home from school 
and searched for Barry’s social 
media, according to the affidavit. 
Barry had told the victim to keep 

the conversation on Snapchat 
in particular “because he didn’t 
want to get in trouble.”

Initially the conversation 
was casual but a few days later 
“the conversation turned sexual 
in nature,” the affidavit stated. 
The victim said the conversation 
made her uncomfortable but she 
didn’t want to seem “(u)ncool.”

Despite the discomfort, the 
victim sent explicit photos to Bar-
ry after he asked, according to the 
affidavit. After that conversation, 
the victim did not have further 
communication with Barry.

The day after the police were 
notified Barry was interviewed 
at his residence, according to the 
affidavit. During the interview, 
Barry admitted to receiving sex-
ually explicit photos from the vic-
tim and said he realized he made 
a mistake.

Barry has since left the po-
sition he held at the school dis-
trict. Barry resigned in February, 
Ridgefield School District’s com-
munications manager Joe Vajgrt 
said in an email.
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TITLE
INSURANCE

CLAIMS
MARK A. ERIKSON

Attorney at Law
(360) 696-1012

110 W. 13th St., Vancouver, WA 98660
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121 N Main Ave • Ridgefield, WA

360-513-6625

saturday night 
live music!

NOV 20 • 8:00 PM • Rock • Steelhead
NOV 27 • 8:00 PM • Country • Primetime
DEC  4 •  8:00 PM • Country 

Gary bennet and the cost tail riders

THURSDAY 
Line Dance Classes
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Karaoke  

SUNDAY  
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Breakfast 
9 am- 11 am
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Kevin Taylor
Top 8% Agent in the Network
kevintaylor.bhhsnw.com
Cell - 360.241.7298

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

Kevin Taylor, REALTOR

Selling a home is more than just a transaction. 
It's a life changing experience. I aim to make that experience superior. 
I'm dedicated from start to finish to ensure my clients get the 
best possible outcome from the sale of their current home. 
I've created a strong reputation with my client base for 
being dependable, organized, professional and a great 
communicator. I have a track record for being success-
ful in negotiating on behalf of my clients. I sincere-
ly want the best possible outcome for those who 
trust me to get it done right. My goal is to help 
my clients achieve theirs and to be a resource for 
anything that may come up along the way.

FOR

OVER
A DECADE!

FOR

OVER
A DECADE!

CALL TODAY 
FREE ESTIMATES

(360)748-1650

HUGE SELECTION.  

GREAT SERVICE.

BEST PRICES.  

Waterproof

FlooringWaterproof

Flooring
 6 MONTHS SAME AS CASH O.A.C.      1793 NE Kresky Ave • Chehalis, WA 98532 • homecarpet.net 

GRANITE   TILE   LVT   VINYL   CARPET   AREA RUGS   CABINETS   WATERPROOF FLOORING
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Lisa Thompson 
NMLS# 492126
360.992.6240 
Lisa.Thompson@
HeritageBankNW.com

GET PRE-QUALIFIED 
FOR YOUR NEXT MOVE
We offer home loan options with great rates
Purchase | Refinance | FHA/VA/USDA | Custom Construction | Lot Loans

Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change and 
may vary based on creditworthiness, qualifications and 
collateral conditions. All loans subject to approval.

Member FDIC

Call or apply online today: HeritageBankNW.com | 866.374.7090
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Get rid of pet oders 
before the holidays! 
Call us today for a FREE quote!

“At D & H Carpet Cleaning, 
we have been cleaning  

carpets and removing pet 
odors since 2005. Our owner, 

Don, has learned the best 
ways to effectively break 

down stubborn pet odors, 
removing them permanently. 

We always use family and  
pet-safe products.”

360-713-8070 • 12209 NE Fourth Plain Blvd Vancouver • dandhcarpetcleaning.com

5 
AREAS 

$150
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You can make 
a difference!

Call for Volunteer Opportunities 
360-448-2885

1500 NE 112th Avenue . Vancouver, WA 98684
Vancouver.SalvationArmy.org

You can make 
a difference!

Call for Volunteer Opportunities 
360-448-2885

1500 NE 112th Avenue . Vancouver, WA 98684
Vancouver.SalvationArmy.org

You can 
make a 

difference!
BELL RINGERS NEEDED!
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Inslee: Beefing up federal COVID-19 work 
mandates not currently under consideration
RICK BANNAN
rick@thereflector.com

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 
currently has no plans to impose 
rules on large employers in the 
state that are stricter than federal 
requirements, the governor an-
nounced Thursday.

During a Nov. 18 press confer-
ence, Inslee said the state plans 
to abide oncoming federal rules 
that require companies with more 
than 100 employees to have all 
their workers vaccinated or be 
subject to regular testing. On Nov. 
4, President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration announced the require-
ment, which will be administered 

through the Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration.

“I know that this has caused a 
little consternation with 
folks to know what the 
near future is (with the 
mandate),” Inslee said. 

He said the federal 
requirement is under-
going judicial review 
and enforcement of the 
mandate hinges on a de-
cision.

“I do believe these new (fed-
eral) standards are coming and I 
hope people think about how to 
implement them ultimately,” Ins-
lee said.

On Nov. 12, a federal appeals 

court published a ruling barring 
the enforcement of the Biden ad-
ministration’s rules “until further 

court order.” Follow-
ing the ruling, OSHA 
published a statement 
announcing it had sus-
pended implementation 
of the rule “pending fu-
ture developments in the 
litigation.”

At the press confer-
ence, questions surfaced 

on when mask and vaccine man-
dates would be lifted. Inslee said 
that would take place in a similar 
fashion to how the state deter-
mined to lift other restrictions.

“They’re the same metrics that 
we used when we opened up our 
economy. They’re the same met-
rics we used when we opened our 
restaurants. They’re the same met-
rics we used when we opened our 
schools successfully, which we’re 
really happy about,” Inslee said. 
“Really the fundamental question 
is when can we have a situation 
where we’re confident that this 
pandemic will not spring back on 
us and overload our medical care 
delivery system, which is still ex-
tremely stressed.”

Washington State Secretary of 
Health Umair Shah said Wash-
ington’s COVID-19 death rate is 

nearly half of the nation’s, though 
hospital occupancy statewide is 
more than 90%.

“We want to see sustained low 
hospital admissions and deaths 
before we end any of these restric-
tions,” Shah said.

Shah said he isn’t comfortable 
making any sort of recommenda-
tions on a procedure for removal 
of any of the COVID-19 responses 
currently in place.

“It is too soon and we’ve got 
too much at stake right now,” Shah 
said.

Though boosters are available, 
Shah said there aren’t currently 
plans to change the definition of 
“fully vaccinated” to those who 
received an additional shot. He 
said there’s been a “slight increase 
but not a significant increase” in 
breakthrough cases in people who 
are already vaccinated.

“I think the key message is that 
if you do have waning immunity 
then the booster really prevents 
you from having a breakthrough 
infection,” Shah said. 

Overall, he encouraged those 
eligible to get an additional dose.

Though he didn’t announce 
any more vaccine mandates, the 
governor stressed people who are 
getting vaccinated are working to-
ward the state’s goal.

“It’s unlikely to eliminate the 
virus from the globe,” Inslee said. 
“But there is a substantial prob-
ability, in my view, that we can 
get to a place that the vaccination 
rate is high enough that it reduces 
the transmission rate low enough 
where this will no longer threaten 
our health care delivery system 
from being overwhelmed.”

While other states have re-
laxed or removed pandemic-era 
restrictions, Inslee said the state’s 
response has come with a reward 
for Washingtonians. 

“We get a reward when we 
don’t get sick tomorrow and die, 
or have your loved one die,” Inslee 
said. 

He added vaccinations have 
also slowed transmission and have 
worked to “hasten the day” the 
state lifts remaining restrictions.

“One thing I do know, every 
time someone gets vaccinated, 
that day gets closer,” Inslee said.

As Thanksgiving and the start 
of the holiday season approaches, 
Shah urged Washingtonians to be 
cautious about travel and gather-
ings.

“We want to remind every-
body that we continue to be in a 
pandemic,” Shah said. “The safe-
ty of those, of yourself and those 
around you is paramount.”

Jay Inslee

31% below pre-pandemic levels, 
stated the release. 

AAA, in collaboration with IN-
RIX, predicts drivers will experi-
ence the worst congestion as they 

head into the holiday weekend, 
which will mix commuters who 
leave work early with the influx of 
holiday travelers. 

The best time to travel on 
Wednesday is expected to be after 
9 p.m., before 11 a.m. on Thursday 
and Friday, and before noon on 
Saturday and Sunday. The worst 

times to travel are predicted to 
be between noon and 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, from noon to 3 p.m. on 
Thursday, from 1 to 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, from 2 to 7 p.m. on Saturday 
and from 1 to 7 p.m. on Sunday. 

Travelers are encouraged to be 
patient and to plan ahead for any 
holiday travel. 

Travel
Continued from page A1

www.TheReflector.com
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40% OF FOOD IN
AMERICA IS WASTED
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Stephen Foster’s dogs are pictured in his yard.

COURTESY PHOTO

Stephen 
Foster is 

pictured with 
an Australian 
cattle dog on 
his shoulder.
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Ridgefield resident becomes 
certified professional dog trainer

SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com 

Ridgefield resident Stephen 
Foster recently earned a certifica-
tion as a professional dog trainer 
from the Certification Council for 
Professional Dog Trainers. 

To become certified, Foster 
had to complete over 300 hours 
of training and pass a comprehen-
sive test of about 200 questions. 
He worked as a trainer at Petco 
for three years and trained for 
about 40 hours a month to get his 
certification. 

“I’m excited,” Foster said. “It’s 
been three years in the making.”

While training dogs, the own-
ers play an important role in their 
success as well, Foster said.

“I always joked with people 
that 90% of my job is actually 
training people,” he said. “(I have 
to) give them the skills they need 
to be able to work with their dog.”

Foster said that finding the 
way a person learns is the best 
way for him to teach them, which 
is broken down into audio, visual 
and kinesthetic learners. He can 
teach the owner in all three ways 
by explaining what he’s going to 
do, demonstrating his tactics, or 
by having them practice with the 
dog themselves. He noted teach-
ing a dog is easier because treats 
are a powerful motivator. 

In the modern day, dog train-
ing is much more humane than it 
was in the past. 

“Training in the past was a lot  
more aversive, like using shock 
collars, prong collars, and other 
corrective equipment like that,” 
Foster said. “Now, the science 
shows that positive reinforcement 
is the best way to train a dog, so 
using treats, toys, and whatever 
you can motivate them with will 
help. A lot of dogs thrive on pets 
and praise.”

He said he follows the cur-
rent science as he trains, which is 
called Least Intrusive Minimally 
Aversive training (LIMA). LIMA 
starts with detecting any physical 
or mental issues a dog may have 
like a missing limb or a mental 

condition that requires medica-
tion first. Then the training is 
formed around that.  

Next, Foster has to find an-
tecedent arrangement, which he 
says is how you can manage the 
environment to work with the be-
havior. 

“For example, if the dog is dig-
ging in the trash, can we put a lid 
on it or under the sink? If the dog 
is eating shoes, can we put them 
in a closet or out of their sight?” 
he said. 

The step after that is positive 
reinforcement, which involves us-
ing a motivator to get a dog to do 
something, but also taking away 
whatever is getting the dog to act 
a certain way. For example, if a 
dog keeps jumping on the owner 
and the owner says “no” or pushes 
them off, Foster said you have to 
simply not give the dog attention, 
as the attention the animal receives 
reinforces the dog’s behavior. 

Despite his training, Foster is 
not experienced in facing aggres-
sive dogs. 

An important part of training, 
according to Foster, is learning 
not to cross a dog’s threshold, or 
whatever the dog is able to handle 
mentally. Certain triggers, like 
another dog barking or a moving 
vehicle, can cross that threshold, 
he said. 

“When they’re outside of their 
threshold, you don’t want to try 
and do training because you can 
cause more harm than good be-
cause they’re already stressed,” 
Foster said. “So you just stop and 
let them get past whatever their 
trigger is.”

According to Foster, a dog just 
does what works. If a dog gets a 
person’s attention by barking at 
them, that’s what they’ll do, he said.

Foster currently works at All 
Natural Pet Supply in Battle 
Ground. 

He is currently accepting new 
clients and is in the process of de-
veloping social media pages for 
his services. 

Foster can be reached at 
stepfosterm@gmail.com or at 
360-553-6561. 
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HOME LENDING

 “Always do the right thing for the client.”

Give me a call or stop by to say hello - I’m here to help.

1406 SE 164th Ave, Ste 100, Vancouver, WA  98683
360-606-6744

DanHuegel@umpquabank.com

MEMBER
FDIC

DAN HUEGEL
HOME LOAN OFFICER

PURCHASE • REFINANCE • NEW CONSTRUCTION

NMLS #583035
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If you’re thinking about bigger projects, for a limited time we’ve increased 
the incentives for many energy efficiency improvements.

If you’re having trouble paying your bill, 
please call us right away. Eligibility for assistance 
programs has been expanded in response to 
COVID-19 and we’re ready to help.

Outsmart energy waste  
and lower your electric bill

Heating and cooling
• Adjust the thermostat by one 
 or two degrees
• Use the programmable feature 
 on the thermostat, if there is one
• Close window coverings to keep   
 heat inside during the cold season

Water heating
• Wash only full loads in your clothes  
 washer and dishwasher
• Use the cold water cycle to 
 wash clothes
• Set your dishwasher to air dry
• Take shorter showers
• Install low-flow shower heads and  
 faucet aerators to reduce use of 
 hot water 

Electronics
• Use smart strips to turn off computer  
 equipment and entertainment 
 devices when not in use  
• Choose the energy-saving mode 
 on electronics when available

Refrigeration
• Keep your refrigerator at 37 to 40 
 degrees and your freezer at 
 0-5 degrees
• Say goodbye to the extra fridge 
 or freezer and unplug the less 
 efficient unit

House tightening
• Repair or replace exterior door   
 weather stripping to stop drafts
• Make sure windows are properly   
 caulked on the outside
 Look for cracks or where caulking   
 has pulled away from the window   
 frame or wood frame of exterior wall.  
	 Deficient	caulking	should	be	removed		
	 before	installing	new	caulking.

Lighting
• Replace burned out light bulbs 
 with LED bulbs
• Turn off unneeded lights

We’re always here.

To increase comfort and help keep utility costs down,
 here are some inexpensive energy-saving tips.

 

Learn more at ClarkPublicUtilities.com/save  
or talk to an energy counselor at  

360-992-3355 or ecod@clarkpud.com

simply call us today 360-687-5151 or email cs2@thereflector.com

enjoy reading
The Reflector?

Become a subscriber and 
support your local newspaper.
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The World 
Championship medals 
Ninion Beseda has won 

are pictured.
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Ninion Beseda is pictured at the World Association of Benchers and 
Deadlifters World Championships in Phoenix, Arizona.
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Sports�
Battle Ground bench-presser 
wins World Championship

SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com 

Battle Ground resident Nin-
ion Beseda, 70, is a world class 
bench-presser and former pow-
erlifter who recently won the 
World Association of Benchers 
and Deadlifters (WABDL) World 
Championship in Phoenix, Ari-
zona.

Beseda secured the win on 
Nov. 4 in the disabled II and mas-
ter men 68-74 divisions. He com-
peted in the 198-pound weight 
class and won the championship 
by benching 270 pounds, which 
also broke the world record for 
the disabled II division, which is 
for people who have had a joint 
replacement or major illness like 
cancer. He mentioned his award 
was incorrectly labeled in the dis-
abled I category, which is for peo-
ple who are missing an arm or leg. 

Beseda has a titanium plate in 
his shoulder because he injured 
his tricep tendon in 2017. Af-
ter being told he could never lift 
again, Beseda was determined 
to beat the odds. After a year of 
physical therapy, he was back at 
it again. 

Weightlifting has been a pas-
sion of Beseda’s since he was 
young.

“I started weightlifting in con-
junction with football and base-
ball in college, where I had to 
weight train for those two sports,” 
Beseda said. “I went to Oregon 
State (University) and my good 
friend was a big weightlifter, so 
he was dragging me to the weight 
room all the time. I’ve been doing 
it for about 50 years now.”

In 2000, Beseda was able to 
bench-press 285 pounds 10 times, 
and he wondered how much more 
he could do, and was able to reach 
the 350 pound threshold. 

“I thought it’d be nice to be 
able to do 400 pounds when I 
was 50 years old, so it was more 
meaningful than a contest than it 
was in my gym,” he said. 

When trying to reach that goal, 
that was when he found WABDL. 

Beseda stays in shape by regu-
larly exercising in his home gym 
with commercial equipment he’s 
had since the 1980s. 

“I usually lift weights two days 
a week and (do) cardio the other 
two days, but prior to COVID, I’d 
go to 24 Hour Fitness,” he said. 
“I can’t do squats because of my 
back and hips, so I just use leg 
machines.”

For his diet, Beseda said he cut 
out sugar years ago and describes 
himself as a “healthy eater.” He 
had stomach surgery in 2018, 
which he said affected his eat-
ing habits even further since he’s 
now required to eat slowly and in 
small bites. As a result, he also 
can’t gain anymore weight, he 
said. Beseda tries not to eat any-
thing that requires a lot of time 
for digestion, “save for simple 
carbohydrates, fruits, vegetables, 
whole grains, nuts, that kind of 
thing.” 

Beseda’s proudest moment is 
when he benched 480 in Olympia 
in 2010. It was a feat he almost 
didn’t achieve.

“You get three lifts at the com-
petition in Olympia,” he said. “At 
first, I got 440, which I got with 
no problem. Then I went to 462, 
which I didn’t get. My friends 
were saying ‘You want to go with 
that 462 again?’ and I said ‘No, I 
already won the contest with 440, 
and 462 doesn’t get me anything. 
I want to do 479 plus the chips.’”

The “chips” are a kilogram cut 
in half which are 1.1 pounds, ac-
cording to Beseda. 

“So you take the state record, 
which was 479, and I put the chips 
on that, and I went out there and 
got it,” Beseda said. “That was 
certainly my happiest moment, 
going from 440 to 480, which 
is actually still the state record 
for the 54 to 60 age group and 
220-pound weight class.” 

Beseda doesn’t plan to stop 
weightlifting any time soon.

“It’s in my blood, so I’ll nev-
er stop lifting,” Beseda said. 
“Whether I’ll compete again, I 
don’t know.”

BGApothecary.com
(360) 687-2597
314 NE 1st Ave., 
Battle Ground

W. Main St.

NE 1st St.

NE 4th St.
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SOURCE 
FOR  

NATURAL  
HEALING 

PRODUCTS$5 off!
Spend $25 or more get 

Battleground Apothecary & Natural Goods
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* © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. Offer valid for residents within states of CA, AZ, NV, UT, WY, ID, OR, MT and WA only. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R.  financing for up to 84 months on purchases 
of select new Kubota L, L60 and LX Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is 
available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. 
Some exceptions apply. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000  financed. Offer expires 
12/31/21. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all 
representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For 
complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your local Dealer 
or go to KubotaUSA.com/offers. † For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your 
local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are 
based on various standards or recommended practices. K1295-04-145424-31

Dan’s Tractor, Inc.
Serving Clark County Since 1963

8012 NE 219th Street • Battle Ground, WA 
360-687-3000 • M-F 8-5, Sat 9-1 • danstractor.com

$0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. FINANCING UP TO 84 
MONTHS ON SELECT NEW KUBOTA! *

 B2301HSD
• 20.9 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• Semi-Flat Deck • Slanted Hood

 LX2610HSD
• 24.8 Gross HP,†  3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• 3-Range Hydrostatic (HST) Transmission

 MX5400HST
• 55.5 Gross HP,† 4-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• Climate-Controlled, Factory-Installed Cab or ROPS

 BX2380
• 21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD with Rear Differential Lock Standard

GIVE THE GIFT OF A NEW KUBOTA
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BUTCHER
360.693.6241

BOYS
www.mybutcherboys.com

Sausages • Smoked Meats
Gourmet Cuts of Beef • Natural Pork & Poultry

We Process All Our Own Smoked Meat & Sausage

4710 E. Fourth Plain Blvd  Tues - Sat 10:00am - 6:00pm • Closed Sun & Mon

Custom cutting & Processing
Beef • Pork • Wild Game

Proudly Serving Clark CountyVANCOUVER’S 
FINEST MEAT 

MARKET
SINCE 1969!



FILE PHOTO

The centerpiece 
event at the annual 
Ridgefield Hometown 
Celebration is the 
Tree Lighting Festival 
and Sing-A-Long.
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Lifestyles Calendar
Published as a public service and is free of charge

Submissions: 209 E Main St., Suite 139, Battle Ground, WA 98604
(360) 687-5151 • news@thereflector.com

6400 Hwy 99 Hazel Dell•Next to Hazel Dell Bowling Alley • 360.695.9231

SAME LOCATION FOR 40 YEARS!

Sewing Machines in Stock!
Buy now for Christmas!
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Bathing assistance 
Errands / shopping 
Joyful companionship 
Meal preparation 
Medication reminders 
Up to 24 hour care 
Light housekeeping 
Dementia care 

Call today for a free assessment! 
(360) 892-4442
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Nation’s Self-Induced Mayhem 
In the last half of chapter 20 in the book of 

Acts there is this account where Paul was speak-
ing to those of the church saying unto them, they 
would see him “no more” as “they accompanied 
him unto the ship” (v. 25,38). Paul went on to 
say, “wherefore I take you to record this day, that 
I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have 
not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of 
God” (v.26,27). As much as this church could, it 
was imperative that it acquire knowledge pertain-
ing only to Inspiration, preparing them, making 
them “overseers” (v.28) in feeding God’s church. 
“For” he knew “this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not spar-
ing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them” (v.29,30). For three years 
Paul elevated this truth, he “ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears” telling them 
to “watch, and remember” (v.31). Remembering is 
something that humanity is not very good at, for 
it is history that most often gets repeated because 
lessons weren’t learned that would have made it 
possible to avoid reliving the past. This happens 
in the church and also the nation these churches 
established. What could be the reason our nation 
of churches is doomed to repeat history? History 
tells us while Paul spoke of this for three years 
“with tears”, in that we have more to fear from 
within than from without. Our nation’s military 
budget keeps an eye on foreign enemies, while 
domestic enemies, those from within are given 
free rein to tear down what has been the principles 
of this practicing nation under God for nearly two 
hundred fifty years.  

Under God is the very reason history is going to 
be revisited. Many do not want to see this nation 
and its foundation built on the principles of God, 
this is what must be torn down, and in the process, 
the fabric of society must be torn down with it. As 
the principles of righteousness continue to erode, 
(now going on for over a hundred years of late, it’s 
just been escalating), a new form of government 
will take its place. This new government will also be 
under god, man will be that god. This is the god we 

will have chosen because the Word was not import-
ant to us. Man, obviously the visible one here with 
his words that come forth from his mouth became 
all important as each one of us put his words, his 
thoughts, his philosophy on a pedestal. All this 
will take humanity where it has gone before, back 
into the dark ages, at a time when humanity has 
historical documented material, digital or otherwise 
at their disposal. The philosophy of climate change 
has struck fear in the hearts of the masses because 
it’s easier to listen to others form words than it is 
to form words in our own mind as we make the 
effort to self-educate. This is one example where the 
dark age philosophy of man is geared to make one 
afraid, for if there’s no fear, there’d be no reason to 
follow. As sheep, we are really good at following, 
but man is not to be our shepherd. Jesus is the true 
shepherd, but as was stated, not everyone desires 
to be led by the principles or of that kingdom that 
constitutes the true Shepherd. Man will continue 
tearing down our nation’s Godly document and 
will replace it with his version. The French tried 
this before and it failed miserably. The French 
Revolution can still be looked into, its history has 
not been totally erased, but this takes effort to 
self-inform. Its easer just to listen to what the man 
has to say about history then to search recorded 
history to learn for ourselves. Wrong thinking 
creates that path to repeat the event we could have 
avoided if practicing righteousness.

Our Father in heaven has been very patient with 
this nation of churches. There has been a lot our 
Creator willingly put up with as this earth revisits 
its past. But there is going to be one law Righ-
teousness will not tolerate, that is a forced substi-
tution for God’s seventh day Sabbath for what man 
has practiced for centuries, Sunday worship, which 
played a role in keeping this world in the dark 
ages. Sunday’s sacredness slipped in by a wayward 
church, brought whom it could manage to influ-
ence through fear, into centuries of darkness. As 
our elected leaders from within tear down what has 
been established in righteousness, causing absolute 
mayhem, the answer for a return to order will be a 
call for a forced Sunday absorbance.

Paid for and authored by Tom W. Ogren Search: “Old World Protestant and Beyond” • let_this_mind_be_in_you@yahoo.com
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Community Calendar

Toastmaster meetings: 7 
p.m. every Tuesday online. 
Toastmasters holds meet-
ings for people who want 
to improve their commu-
nication skills for business 
or career development. 
Meetings are on Zoom. 
Use meeting ID number 
88000718444. Participants 
can login five to 10 minutes 
early to chat. More infor-
mation can be found online 
at egtm.org. 

Take off Pounds Sensibly 
(TOPS): 11:30 a.m. every 
Thursday at Battle Ground 
Elks Lodge, 907 SE Grace 
Ave., Battle Ground. The 
meeting starts with a 
weigh-in. If you want to 
lose weight sensibly, TOPS 
has you covered. For more 
information, call Donna 
Brown at 562-355-0950. 

Columbia River Square 
Dancers: Lessons 6 to 8 
p.m. on Sundays, dances at 
7 p.m. for plus level and 8 
to 9:45 p.m. for mainstream 
level on the first and third 
Friday of each month. 
Lessons and dances are 
held at 17901 NE 72nd Ave., 
Battle Ground. Cost is $7 
per dancer. For more infor-
mation, contact Dale Smith 
at 360-606-8849.

Annual Turkey Trot 
5/10K: 9 a.m. on Thursday, 
Nov. 25 at Union Ridge 
Elementary School, 330 
N. Fifth Ave., Ridgefield. 
Come out and support 
the community by walk-
ing in Ridgefield’s annual 
Turkey Trot. Registration 
costs $20 to $35 depend-
ing on the age group and 
which event a person signs 
up for. Proceeds will ben-
efit the Ridgefield Public 
Schools Foundation and 
the Ridgefield Family 
Resource Center. For more 
details or to register online, 
go to  ridgefieldpsf.org/
events. In-person regis-
tration will be from 4 to 6 
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 
24 and from 8 to 9 a.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 25 at the 
Union Ridge Elementary 
School gym.  

North Clark Historical 
Museum: Noon to 4 p.m. 
on Nov. 27 at the North 
Clark Historical Museum, 
21416 NE 399th St., Amboy. 
The museum will fea-
ture Native American 
exhibits during Native 
American Heritage Month 
in November. On Nov. 27, 
members and volunteers 
will decorate the museum 
for Christmas. The pub-
lic is also invited to help. 
Admission is free, but 
donations are welcome. For 
more information, call 360-
247-5800 or email at muse 
umnch88@gmail.com. 

Elks bingo: 1 to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 27 at the 
Battle Ground Elks Chapter 
No. 2589 Lodge, 907 SE 
Grace Ave., Battle Ground. 
The event is open to Elks 
members and guests.

Open studio tour: Nov. 28 
in Clark County. Artstra 
will participate in Artists 
Sunday, which spotlights 
artists during the holi-
day shopping season. The 
group’s 2021 artists direc-
tory can be accessed 
online at artstra.org/2021-
open-studios-artists. 

Hometown Celebration: 
Saturday, Dec. 4 in down-
town Ridgefield. People will 

be able to view decorations 
and lights, and shop at ven-
dors in the outdoor market-
place. There will be an Ugly 
Sweater 5K/10K, a holiday 
food and gift marketplace, 
winter and holiday inspired 
crafts, an ornament hunt, a 
drive and drop food drive, 
the Circle of Trees, holiday 
trolley rides, a tree lighting 
and an acoustic guitar sum-
mit. Santa will also be avail-
able for pictures. To view 
event details or for specific 
times of events, go online 
to ridgefieldwa.us/event/
first-saturday-december. 

Walk & Knock: 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
4. The Walk & Knock 
food drive will be held in 
a “drive and drop” for-
mat this year. Participants 
can drop off non-perish-
able food items or toi-
letries at 10 locations in 
Clark County. They include 
Chuck’s Produce at 2302 
NE 117th St., Hudson’s 
Bay High School at 1601 E. 
McLoughlin Blvd., Living 
Hope Church at  2711 N.E. 
Andresen Road, Parkrose 
Hardware at 16509 SE 
First  St., Walmart at 
14505 NE Fourth Plain 
Blvd. and Ward Road, the 
Clark County Food Bank 
at 6502 NE 47th Ave., ERS 
Rental Group at 2305 S.E. 
Eight St. in Camas, Clark 
County Fire Station No. 26 
at 21609 NE 72nd  Ave. in 
Battle Ground, at the La 
Center bridge in La Center, 
and at View Ridge Middle 
School at 3215 S. Hillhurst 
Road in Ridgefield. 
Outside of the one day 
event, donations can also 
be taken to Riverview 
Community Bank 
branches, Les Schwab Tire 
Centers or Cost Less Auto 
Parts locations from Nov. 
29 to Dec. 10.

La Center Christmas cel-
ebration: 4:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Dec. 5 . Come join 
the city of La Center in the 
downtown area for a visit 
from Santa, a laser light 
show, interactive nativ-
ity scene, Christmas tree 
lighting and more. For more 
information, contact Maria 
Swinger-Inskeep at 360-
263-8663 or mswingerin 
skeep@ci.lacenter.wa.us. 

Lewis River Dixie and the 
Battle Ground Community 
Band concert: 7 to 8 p.m. 
on Monday, Dec. 6 at Battle 
Ground Baptist Church, 
1110 NW Sixth Ave., Battle 
Ground. The band, made 
up of over 30 musicians, 
will play classic Christmas 
tunes, which will be 
directed by Wayne Hodgin 
and Jim Hill. For more infor-
mation, call Jim Hill at 
360-601-0466. 

Christmas at Camp 
Hope: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 11. 

Camp Hope of Southwest 
Washington, 12800 NE 
Roper Road in Battle 
Ground, will host a family 
event for all ages. Curly the 
Camel will be at the event, 
as will live music and sel-
fies with Santa. Tickets 
cost $10 for an adult, $8 
for youth between the 
ages of 13 and 17, and $6 
for kids 3 to 12. Children 2 
and under can attend for 
free. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance online at 
camphope-wa.org/events/
christmas-at-camp-hope. 
Hot dogs and beverages 
are included with the ticket 
price. 

Community toy drive: 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday through 
Dec. 16. North Country 
EMS, Yacolt Fire and 
Amboy Fire will collect new 
unwrapped toys. The toys 
will be donated to chil-
dren in the community. 
The Giving Tree Program at 
Yacolt Primary and Amboy 
Middle School help coordi-
nate the event. Collection 
sites include North 
Country EMS/Yacolt fire at 
300 W. Hoag St., in Yacolt 
and the Amboy Fire station 
at 30805 NE 216th Ave. in 
Amboy. 



MAP COURTESY 
CLARK COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH

A map from 
Clark County 
Public Health 
shows areas by 
ZIP code where 
confirmed 
cases of 
COVID-19 have 
been tested. 
The rates per 
100,000 of 
population in 
each ZIP code 
are shown by 
progressively 
deeper shades 
of color for a 
greater case 
rate.

GRAPH COURTESY OF CLARK COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

A graph shows the rate of COVID-19 cases per 100,000 of Clark County population in the prior 14 days.
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Birdbaths • Bird Feeders & Houses • Hummingbird Feeders • Wind Chimes • Thermometers 
•Squirrel Feeders & Bat Houses • Binoculars & Field Guides •MANY MORE Nature-Themed Gifts

SHOP LOCAL!

A Local Flock of Shops Celebrating 30 Years!
8101 NE Parkway Dr. • 360-253-5771 ext. 5

(Located near Olive Garden and TJ Maxx)

 “Supporting Backyard Birdshop allows us to   
support our many local, talented artisans and 
our US suppliers. Both artisans and suppliers 
take pride in using reclaimed or recycled ma-
terials to make a wide range of unique feeders, 
houses, and nature friendly gifts that you will 
not find from the big-box stores or websites. 
Our knowledgeable and friendly staff make it 
well worth the trip!”

Limit one coupon per customer. Coupon must be 
presented at time of purchase, and it is good for 
in-stock items only. It cannot be combined with 
other coupons or discounts, or used to purchase 
gift cards.Expires 11/30/2021.

Purchase
of $25 or

More*

$500
Off

We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.comWe are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com

We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com

We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com

We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com

We are officially REOPENED!

(360) 666-7200
www.BattleGroundCinema.com
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DISNEY’S ENCANTO (PG)
The tale of an extraordinary family, the 
Madrigals, who live hidden in the mountains 
of Colombia, in a magical house, in a vibrant 
town, in a wondrous, charmed place called an 
Encanto. The magic of the Encanto has blessed 
every child in the family with a unique gift from 
super strength to the power to heal—every child 
except one, Mirabel. But when she discovers 
that the magic surrounding the Encanto is in 
danger, Mirabel decides that she, the only 
ordinary Madrigal, might just be her exceptional 
family’s last hope.

GHOSTBUSTERS:  
AFTERLIFE (PG13)

When a single mom and her two kids arrive 
in a small town, they begin to discover their 
connection to the original Ghostbusters and 
the secret legacy their grandfather left behind.

HOUSE OF GUCCI (R)
The true story of how Patrizia Reggiani plotted to 
kill her husband Maurizio Gucci, the grandson of 
renowned fashion designer Guccio Gucci.

ETERNALS (PG13)
The Eternals are a team of ancient 
aliens who have been living on Earth 

in secret for thousands of years. 
When an unexpected tragedy forces 
them out of the shadows, they are 
forced to reunite against mankind’s 
most ancient enemy, the Deviants.

RESIDENT EVIL:  
WELCOME TO RACCOON CITY (R)

Once the booming home of pharmaceutical 
giant Umbrella Corporation, Raccoon City is 
now a dying Midwestern town. The company’s 
exodus left the city a wasteland…with great 
evil brewing below the surface. When that evil 
is unleashed, the townspeople are forever…
changed…and a small group of survivors must 
work together to uncover the truth behind 
Umbrella and make it through the night.

CLIFFORD THE  
BIG RED DOG

A young girl’s love for a tiny puppy 
named Clifford makes the dog grow to 
an enormous size.

KING RICHARD (PG13)
Richard Williams serves as a coach to his 
daughters Venus and Serena, who will soon 
become two of the most legendary tennis 
players in history.

THORNTONS’  TREE LAND
7617 NE 119th St., Vancouver, WA 98662
Trees: Douglas fir to 12 feet, Grand fir to 9 feet, Noble fir to 12 feet, Fra-
ser fir to 10 feet, Nordmann up to 8 feet. Tabletop trees.
Prices: $41 and up. All trees are individually tagged and priced. Fresh 
cut trees available.
Hours: Open 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. daily beginning Fri., Nov. 26. Dec. 13-
22, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Extras: Saws, restrooms, coffee, hot chocolate, covered view-
ing zoo, nativity scene, candy canes, hayrides, clean fields, grav-
eled and lined parking are provided. Homemade crafts, wreaths 
and boughs for sale. Tree shaking and baling also offered. “Mar-
riage-saving” tree stands sell for $23.95 and up. Free installation of 
tree stands after shaking.
Profile/Directions: This 40-acre farm has been in business since 
1970. Additional information can be found on the farm’s website: 
thorntonstreeland. com, by calling (360) 573-8733, or by following 
us on Facebook.

THE TREE WISEMANS CHRISTMAS TREE FARM
26500 NE 53rd Ave., Ridgefield, 98642
Trees: Nobles, Grands, Nordmann and Douglas Fir up to 9 ft. Prices: All 
trees for sale are tagged &
priced in the field. Pre-cut trees are available. 
Hours: Open Fri. after Thanksgiving, Nov. 26 until sold
out (approx. Dec 15), weekends 8 a.m. - dusk; weekdays 10 a.m. - dusk. 
Extras: Family-friendly farm for over 35 years. Free tree shaking. 
Saws, baling, assistance cutting larger trees, help loading and 
twine provided. Free candy canes. Gravel parking lots and roads. 
Garland available. Wreaths individually made by our five daugh-
ters-special orders too. Flocking and fire proofing. Most credit 
cards accepted. Restrooms. Quality tree stands for sale. Profile/
Directions: This 30-acre farm is located north of NE 259th St. be-
tween 50th and 72nd Ave., 2 mi. north of the Battle Ground High-

way; 1 mi. west of Daybreak Bridge and .5 mi. east of Bethany Vine-
yard. Just west of the “big dip” crossing Mill Creek. When you get 
close, follow the signs. 
Website: treewisemans.com; email: treewisemans@msn.com. 360-
887-4582 We will be following State COVID guidelines regarding masks 
& social distancing again this year.

TAPPAN’S U-CUT CHRISTMAS TREES
7301 NE 185th Circle, Battle Ground, WA 98604
Trees: Douglas fir, Grand fir, Noble fir, & Fraser fir.
Prices: Checks or cash only.
Hours: Open from Fri., Nov. 26 - Fri., Dec. 24, 12pm - 4:30pm, M-F. 
10:30am - 4:30pm, Sat & Sun.
Extras: Free shaking along with saws & restroom. Twine provided. The 
farm has gravel roads and
clean fields.
Profile/Directions: This 7-acre farm can be reached from the Clark 
County Fairgrounds, east on NE 179th St. three miles to NE 72nd Ave., 
then north and watch for a sign on the east side of the road after about 
1/4 mile. From Battle Ground, go west on NE 219th St. to Dollars Corner, 
then south on NE 72nd Ave. and watch for a sign on the east side of the 
road after about 1 3/4 miles. 360-573-8210

LA CENTER FARMS
31215 NE 40th Ave, La Center, WA 98629
Hours: Each weekend, Sat & Sun from 10am -5pm beginning after 
Thanksgiving until we sell out. Please check Facebook or call after Dec. 
4th in case we close early this season, 360-573-8965.
Extras: Enjoy the farm’s cozy shop, theater cartoons & refreshments. 
Great parking, saws, restroom,
shake a bale. Cutting assistance is available.
Trees: High quality wreaths, Douglas, Grands & Nobles $15-65.

CHRISTMAS TREES 
You Cut

Clark County COVID cases continue downward slide
THE REFLECTOR

Clark County’s rate of recent 
COVID-19 cases experienced an-
other week of decline, according 
to latest health department data.

In Clark County Public 
Health’s Nov. 18 update, the de-
partment reported 305.7 cases per 
100,000 population over 14 days, 
down from 350.6 the week prior. 
The rate is the lowest the county 
has seen since August.

Between Nov. 10 and Nov. 18, 
Clark County had 678 additional 
COVID-19 cases, including 593 
confirmed cases and 85 probable 
cases based on antigen tests. The 
county has had a total of 39,474 
confirmed and 4,476 probable 
cases since the outbreak began. 
There were 796 active cases as 
of Nov. 18, which are ones still in 
the isolation period.

Clark County Public Health 
reported 14 confirmed COVID-19 
deaths in its Nov. 18 update, and 
one suspected to be due to the 
disease. The confirmed deaths in-
cluded a man older than 80, two 
men in their 70s, three men in 
their 60s, three men in their 50s, 

two women older than 80, two 
women in their 70s and a woman 
in her 60s. The suspected death 
was a woman in her 60s.

The additional deaths put the 
county’s total at 526, including 
483 confirmed and 43 deaths sus-
pected to be because of the dis-
ease.

The number of COVID-19 pa-
tients occupying hospital beds in 
Clark County saw an increase as 
of the health department’s update. 
As of Nov. 18, 12.5% of beds had 
either patients with confirmed 
COVID-19 or ones awaiting test 
results, down from 11.9% last 
week. COVID-19 patients occu-
pied 17.2% of intensive care unit 
(ICU) beds in the county.

New COVID-19 hospital ad-
missions saw an increase, as Clark 
County Public Health reported 
11.8 admissions per 100,000 pop-
ulation in the past seven days, up 
from 11.2 per 100,000 the week 
prior. Total hospital bed occupan-
cy saw a slight increase in Clark 
County while ICU bed occupancy 
dropped as of the health depart-
ment’s Nov. 18 report. The health 
department reported 95.1% of 

hospital beds and 87.5% of ICU 
beds were occupied in the county, 
compared to 92.1% and 92.2%, 
respectively on Nov. 10.

Clark County’s share of con-
firmed COVID-19 cases statewide 
stayed about the same, while its 
share of deaths rose. Washington 

State Department of Health data 
showed the county had roughly 

5.9% confirmed cases and about 
5.8% of deaths in the state.

News
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BY RICHARD STRIDE

My grandma on my mother’s side 
had a favorite saying: “what cannot be 
cured must be endured.”

As a child, I never really liked it when 
she would tell me that because it 
usually meant I wasn’t getting what 
I wanted. I’ve been thinking about 
my grandma lately. I have to say the 
women in my family have always been 
very strong, sometimes stubborn, very 
practical and always — well mostly — 
no nonsense.

My grandma, before she passed away, 
left all her grandchildren a little money 
and her life story. When I called to 
thank her for the money, she told me 
she wanted to give it all away before 
she passed.

My grandmother had leukemia. She 
had already decided she didn’t want 
treatment. I never really knew why, 
but she didn’t. A few months later, on 
a Sunday morning as she was getting 
ready to go to church, she told my mom 
and my sister that she was tired and 
wanted to lie down.

She laid down on her bed and passed 
away that morning a couple of hours 
later. My grandma — strong, level 
headed, stubborn, deeply religious — 
had outlived two husbands and raised 
seven children (my mom being the 
youngest). She was gone, just like that.

Grandma was a child of the 1920s. She 
was born in Protection, Kansas, in 1914. 
She died in Grand Junction, Colorado, 
in 1990. She married my grandpa in 
September of 1931 when she was 17 

and he was 28. She married during the 
Great Depression (1929-1933).

My grandpa was a dairy farmer. He, 
my grandma and the children who 
were old enough milked the cows 
every morning and delivered milk to 
the surrounding community in the 
afternoon. My grandpa continued 
to deliver milk during the Great 
Depression, even to those 
who could not pay.

My grandparents were not 
well off by any means, but 
they had food and they all 
worked.

The saying, “what cannot 
be cured must be endured” 
is a quote from Robert 
Burton’s book “The Anatomy 
of Melancholy.” I never knew 
where my grandma got the quote until I 
discovered it in Burton’s book.

As I thought about the quote, 
and what it might have meant to 
my grandma, I realized that my 
“no nonsense” grandmother never 
complained about anything. I mean 
literally, nothing.

She was not always a glass half full 
person, but she never, ever looked at 
tragedy as the end.

In her life story, you got a peek behind 
the curtain of this no “hogwash” 
woman.

As she is explaining the 
circumstances of her raising her 
seven children, she says, “even 
though I didn’t always say it, I hope 
all my children realized how much I 

loved them.”
She had a hard time expressing 

feelings and probably viewed the 
expression of feelings as weakness.

I wish I could have told her that it’s 
OK to express what you feel, but I 
never got the chance. There is another 
memorable, deeply touching passage 
in her life story.

The passage is about a mother 
mouse.

As my grandmother tells the 
story, “mice were always a 
problem on the farm and in 
the farmhouse. We did our 
best to rid the house and farm 
of these nasty vermin. One 
early morning, I was in the 
kitchen and noticed a mouse 
running across the floor. I 

went to get my broom to kill it. When 
I got my broom, there it was again, 
scampering across the floor, but this 
time it had a baby mouse in its mouth. 
This little mother mouse paused, and 
just looked at me for a moment, as if 
to say, ‘go ahead do your worst,’ then 
it ran to the other side of the kitchen. 
I was astonished to say the least. But 
what happened next was even more 
astonishing. I watched as this little 
mother mouse run three more times 
across the floor and retrieve three 
more babies all the while looking at 
me. I couldn’t bring myself to kill it. I 
thought if this little mouse was brave 
enough to risk being killed to retrieve 
its babies, it deserved to live.”

The story made me well up with tears 

as I envisioned this little mouse braving 
death, my grandmother standing there, 
broom at the ready, but stubbornly, 
and bravely, scampering across the 
floor time and time again to rescue her 
babies. My grandma, being the type of 
person that she was, admired bravery, 
perseverance, tenacity and hard work. 
It appears the little mother mouse 
reflected all of that to her. As I said, my 
grandmother rarely showed feelings, 
but here, from her own hand, was a 
rare glimpse of her caring heart.

Now back to her favorite phrase.
I see now that she used the phrase to 

convince herself that she could make 
it through anything. Extreme loss, 
horrific financial times, and at times, I 
am sure, struggles with depression. I 
find myself thinking about that phrase 
today in my own life. I take solace in 
the fact that sometimes I may not be 
able to do anything about some things 
I wish I could change. But just like 
grandma, I can endure it. Maybe you 
need to hear that as well.

Maybe we all need to hear the 
message, “what cannot be cured must 
be endured.”

It means you, me and everyone else 
will make it just like the little mother 
mouse if we endure. Persevere, keep 
going and don’t give up, even in the 
face of seemingly certain tragedy.

•••

Richard Stride is the current CEO of 
Cascade Community Healthcare. He 
can be reached at drstride@icloud.com.

BY DON BRUNELL

Gov. Jay Inslee’s end run 
around the Legislature banning 
natural gas in new homes and 
commercial buildings is a bad 
idea. Even though the state 
Legislature adjourned last 
spring without passing his bill, 
he unveiled building codes 
which would accomplish the 
same thing by fiat. 

Inslee’s proposed regulations 
forbid the use of fossil fuels for 
heating and hot water in new 
structures. Prohibiting natural 
gas is expensive for home 
and building owners, many of 
whom installed energy efficient 
natural gas heat pumps and 
tankless water heaters. 

“When Bellingham considered 
banning natural gas heating, we 
estimated the policy would cost 
more than $80 to reduce each 
metric ton (MT) of CO2. This 
is more than eight times the 
going rate for CO2-reducing 
projects readily available on 
the market,” wrote Todd Myers, 
with the Washington Policy 
Center. 

Those higher costs are 
passed on to ratepayers and 
consumers.

“Adding regulations that 
micromanage how those goals 
are met is counterproductive, 
essentially overriding the 
state’s new cap-and-trade law 
designed to allow individuals 
and businesses to find the 
most effective ways to reduce 
CO2 emissions,” Myers 
concluded. 

The natural gas ban was 

initiated by Berkeley city 
leaders in 2019. The idea 
spread quickly to Seattle. 

Switching from natural gas to 
electricity is complicated and 
will impact everyone. Natural 
gas dependency is widespread. 
More than 95% of our 
everyday products 
are derived from or 
powered by natural 
gas.

With reference to 
Washington, Rep. 
Mary Dye, R-Pomeroy, 
added: “It’s a big 
industry because it 
provides warmth for 
about 1.2 million residences, 
there’s 107,000 commercial 
buildings and 3,500 industrial 
buildings that are working under 
clean, efficient, reliable natural 
gas. Plus, it fires about 11% of 
our electricity grid. So you’re 
talking a very large labor force.”

For example, one-third of 
Clark Public Utilities electricity 
is generated at the River Road 
natural gas-fired generating 
plant. Clark PUD provides 
power to more than 203,000 
customers in Vancouver and 
throughout Clark County.

Puget Sound Energy is our 
state’s largest energy utility 
providing electric power to 
more than 1 million customers. 
PSE also generates one-third 
of its electricity at nine natural 
gas-fired power plants.

Nationally, natural gas 
produced the most electricity 
in 2020 — more than 40%. 
Renewables, including hydro, 

wind and solar, accounted for 
20%. 

At present, electricity is 
affordable in Washington, but 
adding natural gas replacement 
costs is extremely expensive 
and will drive power rates 

higher for families, 
medical facilities, 
schools, factories and 
businesses. 

In 2019, Washington 
had the fourth-lowest 
average electricity 
retail prices in the 
nation, while 56% of 
the state’s households 
used electricity as 

their primary home heating 
fuel. Getting to total electricity 
dependency is difficult 
especially if the lower Snake 

River dams are breached. 
While natural gas electrical 

generation is important, natural 
gas availability is vital to some 
smaller communities. For 
example, the cities of Enumclaw 
and Ellensburg are the natural 
gas providers to nearly 9,000 
customers.

Renewable natural gas (RNG) 
from farms, garbage landfills 
and waste conversion systems 
feed gas into the current 
pipeline system. That gas would 
otherwise be released into the 
atmosphere.

Finally, switching to cleaner 
burning natural gas has 
improved our air quality. 

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
released its new Inventory of 
U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
and Sinks. It shows that annual 
greenhouse gas emissions 

(GHG) from the natural gas 
distribution system declined 
69% from 1990 to 2019. During 
this same period natural gas 
utility companies added more 
than 788,000 miles of pipeline to 
serve 21 million more customers. 

The good news is the backlash. 
Opponents to banning natural 
gas helped pass laws in four 
states — Arizona, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma and Tennessee. 
Washington should do the same.

•••

Don C. Brunell is a business 
analyst, writer and columnist. 
He retired as president of the 
Association of Washington 
Business, the state’s 
oldest and largest business 
organization, and now lives 
in Vancouver. He can be 
contacted at theBrunells@
msn.com.

‘What cannot be cured must be endured’

Ban Inslee’s Natural Gas Ban

Richard Stride

Don Brunell
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Otto said the county’s structural deficit 
in its general fund has been a major chal-
lenge to handle for years.

“This is truly hindering the county’s 
ability to provide the most efficient, essen-
tial services in the community,” Otto said.

She said that included law and justice, 
which comprises 70% of the county’s gen-
eral fund expenses.

As recommended, the county general 
fund balance would drop by roughly $9.5 
million even with the denied levy increase. 
With other restrictions in place, including a 
county policy of maintaining $30.3 million 
for an emergency, the county would have 
about $5.6 million in usable fund balance 
by the end of 2022.

That number drops into the negatives at 
the end of 2023 according to projections 
and continues to grow year after year, Otto 
explained, illustrating the structural deficit. 

“That is, in my opinion, a very small 
amount that supports a huge function in 
Clark County including law and justice and 
our operations,” Otto said about the gener-
al fund increase.

Other challenges included salary and 
benefit increases, increasing demand for 
services, outdated systems and infrastruc-
ture, and depleted real estate excise tax 
(REET) funding. Salaries and benefits 
make up more than 70% of budgeted ex-
penses, Otto said.

On the REET funding, although one 

of two portions of the tax fund’s balance 
would see a $600,000 growth in 2022’s 
budget, Otto said the fund would be deplet-
ed in future years, requiring a multi-year 
rebuilding of the fund balance. The second 
half of the fund would drop for 2022, from 
$12.9 million to $5.2 million including a $1 
million policy-protected balance.

Both portions of REET funding may 
be used on capital projects in the coun-
ty, though the second portion has more 
restrictions as to what falls under that ju-
risdiction, according to the Municipal Re-
search and Services Center.

Based on recommended requests total-
ling $4.7 million in increased expense, the 
county’s road fund would still grow from 
a $22.4 million balance to $34.9 million. 
Acknowledging that road projects ebb and 
flow, Interim Public Works Director Eva 
Haney said she’s felt the county’s been on 
a downward trend. She explained the phase 
of projects, be it the engineering phase or 
actual construction, makes a difference on 
how much road funds are used at that time.

“Historically, there’s been a bit of stag-
gering of that,” Haney said, adding in the 
next few years there are a number of proj-
ects heading into the less expensive phases 
which would move into construction, which 
is the most expensive stage, afterwards.

“At that point, that’s when you’re going 
to see a considerable amount of pressure on 
this fund balance,” Haney said.

Council ultimately voted to “bank” the 
capacity of the state-allowed 1% increase 
on its funds instead of instating them, 
meaning they can request to increase the 

tax by that amount in a later budgeting 
process. Council Chair Eileen Quiring 
O’Brien reasoned that with COVID-19 
pandemic-induced economic issues, rais-
ing a tax didn’t make sense.

“Just because of the fact that there is 
a large deficit happening, generally, and 
people are out of jobs, I just can’t in good 
conscience raise taxes in the community,” 
Quiring O’Brien said.

Councilor Julie Olson, one of two to 
vote against the decision not to raise the 
levy, disagreed.

“I think we continue to hear year after 
year about the situation with our general 
fund expenses outpacing revenues,” Olson 
said. 

She said the $3.85 annual increase on a 
median-priced home would be “very, very 
minimal.”

Councilor Temple Lentz, who also voted 
against eschewing the levy increase, brought 
up the continued structural deficit.

“We’ve seen clearly demonstrated the 
need for this in our county budget, and the 
compounding, cascading effects of not tak-
ing the 1%,” Lentz said. 

Though there are other ways to remedy 
the structural deficit, she said not taking the 
increase makes the problem worse.

“Our constituents demand and expect a 
level of service that if we don’t actually try 
to fund our government, we won’t be able to 
provide,” Lentz said.

Councilor Gary Medvigy, who voted for 
banking the levy, focused on sales tax leak-
age, saying the property tax increase would 
not have any significant effect on the deficit.

“We’re unfairly hobbled by our tax sys-
tem and I’m hoping that our local legislators’ 
delegation will rally to that cue and cry that 
this is unfair to Clark County. Palpably un-
fair,” Medvigy said.

“I don’t support the notion that it’s fiscal-
ly responsible to kind of emulate the Sheriff 
of Nottingham’s decrees and extract every 
farthing from every taxpayer when it doesn’t 
solve the problem,” Medvigy said.

Medvigy said he wouldn’t mind putting 
tax increases to a vote, but did not want to 
support decisions of that nature if the deci-
sion lands solely on the council. 

Olson moved for the 1% increase to the 
road fund that ultimately failed, pointing 
to large projects like rebuilding portions of 
179th Street near its Interstate 5 junction 
where initial estimates came in shorter than 
the actual cost of the project.

Medvigy advocated for banking it, point-
ing to an incoming federal infrastructure bill 
and reallocations of a state funding package 
as unknowns. Acknowledging the 179th 
Street project may have had “poor estimates” 
initially, he said he hasn’t seen new numbers 
and didn’t want to burden taxpayers given the 
unknown.

Lentz noted she didn’t vote on approving 
the project in 2019.

“Whether it’s this way or other ways, 
county taxpayers are going to have to meet 
those commitments that the county council 
has made,” Lentz said.

The motions to bank the levy increas-
es ultimately passed 3-2. Councilor Karen 
Bowerman was the third vote in approval 
both times.

can to provide Thanksgiving 
food whenever possible. 

“If we have something like 
pumpkins or cranberries and 
people ask for it, we try to ac-
commodate them if we have 
it,” Karr said. “With COVID, 
everything changed because we 
used to organize with the local 
churches, but right now, we’re 
doing the best we can. Dona-
tions are also down across the 
country because so many peo-

ple are in need of food, so at 
least there’s nothing going to 
waste.”

Due to the pandemic, only 
one client would be allowed in 
the food bank at a time because 
of social distancing measures, 
so the food bank has adapted to 
serve more people.  

“It’s just not effective, which 
is why we just do curbside,” she 
said. “We’d have a line of people 
standing out there in the cold 
otherwise.”

The food bank has 78 volun-
teers and the facility is always 
looking for more. Cerveny said 

they are open Monday through 
Friday and have morning and 
afternoon shifts available. The 
pandemic has created a slight 
shortage of volunteers, especial-
ly because people with health 
issues who are more susceptible 
to the virus need to be isolated.

“We also have to manage 
how many we have on each shift 
so that we ourselves are doing 
the social distancing require-
ment and keeping everybody 
safe, so it’s an ongoing struggle 
to try and manage all of that,” 
Cerveny said. 

Cerveny said the staff at the 

food bank are currently looking 
to purchase a new property that 
would allow them to distribute 
food more easily. Because of 
high property costs, the food 
bank needs around $5 million 
to purchase or construct a new 
building. So far, $600,000 has 
been raised. The food bank is a 
privately funded nonprofit and 
relies solely on donations. 

“We use the donations wisely 
and establish a capital fund for 
the building for the donors that 
have contributed to that pro-
gram, and other donors focus 
on the purchasing of the food,” 

Cerveny said. 
Cerveny said the food bank 

wouldn’t be as effective without 
the many volunteers who lend a 
helping hand.

“Without them, we’d be lost,” 
she said.

The food bank will also pro-
vide Christmas boxes by dis-
tributing turkeys from Dec. 1 
to Dec. 23. Cerveny said many 
of the turkeys donated are the 
ones people get for free in a 
grocery store after they spend a 
certain amount of money. 

  For more information, visit 
nccfoodbank.org. 

Budget
Continued from page A1

Food bank
Continued from page A1
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Battle Ground HealthCare opens new location 
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com 

This month, Battle Ground 
HealthCare opened a new loca-
tion on 1910 SW Ninth Ave. in 
Battle Ground.   

The clinic was started in 2011 
by Ruthie Gohl, of the Meadow 
Glade Seventh Day Adventist, 

with a mission to “serve the 
needs of the community with a 
health focus,” according to Exec-
utive Director Sue Neal. 

BGHC is a “faith-based clin-
ic” where the staff believes in 
“whole-person care.” While be-
ing religious is not a requirement 
to receive care at the clinic, Neal 
said that people’s spiritual be-

liefs are important to their health 
and wellness. 

“We provide medical (care), 
and our scope with medical is 
illness, wellness, prevention 
and the management of chronic 
conditions,” Neal said. “And we 
have physical rehab, where we 
have physical therapy and occu-
pational therapy. We have had 
chiropractic and medical mas-
sage, but since the pandemic, we 
don’t have that. We are hoping to 
get them back once the pandemic 
is over.”

Neal said the clinic also fea-
tures health and lifestyle class-
es, which are part of their pre-
vention and wellness sector. It 
includes a three-week diabetes 
prevention program, which is 
offered in English and Spanish. 
The program educates people on 
how to eat and cook healthier to 
lessen the chances of developing 
the disease, and also focuses on 
exercise and maintaining a more 
enriching lifestyle. 

There’s also a nine-week 
chronic pain course which Neal 
said won’t cure it, but it can make 
the condition more manageable 
by “providing more knowledge 
and tools to help manage their 
activities of daily living and live 
a higher quality of life.” 

All of the classes are current-
ly being held in a virtual format 
and are done with the collabo-
ration of the Washington State 
University extension program. 

BGHC also provides dental 
care, which includes cleanings, 
fillings and extractions. 

Neal said the clinic plans to 
provide mental health care as 
well, but she said they need pro-
viders.  They are also planning 
to provide a vaccine clinic and 
lab work.

BGHC has 127 active volun-
teers, many of whom are part-
time licensed physicians, thera-
pists, dentists and nurses. Neal 
said they often volunteer on their 
days off or come in to help once 
they’ve finished work at their job. 

“It’s no different than going 
to a doctor in a for-profit clinic,” 
she said. 

Neal said there are many dis-
parities in health care. One of 
them is the Latinx community, 
who Neal said are not getting 
the health care they need. She 
said the clinic wants to provide 
access to that community and 
others. 

The previous location of the 
clinic on Northeast 189th Street 
was not accessible by public 
transit and was obscure, Neal 
said, but the new location in 
Battle Ground will remedy that 
issue. 

“For any of our communities 
of color, anyone who is in need 
of care, we really want to reach 
out and to help serve them with 
their needs,” Neal said. “We 
know it’s really hard for them 
to find access to care and some-
times it’s hard to find that care 

even if you have state health 
insurance because it’s harder to 
find providers.”

Since the clinic’s services are 
free, it depends on “the generos-
ity of donors,” Neal said, which 
includes individual donors, 
grants and fundraising events. 

For more information on the 
clinic, visit battlegroundhealth 
care.org. A video of Neal cutting 
the ribbon for the new location 
can also be found at youtube.
com/watch?v=QLP37aYJ620.

Free Medical & Dental Care

360-687-8941 • 11117 NE 189th St., Ste. 216, Battle Ground, WA 98604
www.bghealthcare.org

Illness, Wellness, Prevention and the 
Management of Chronic Conditions
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EXTREME SPORTS
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

FAST AFFORDABLE SERVICE

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 2003

NW Ambush

711 E Main Street Suite#103 • Battle Ground, WA
360-666-0029 • nwambush.com  | Tues. - Fri. 11am-6pm • Sat. 9am-6pm

SHOP LOCAL
PLAY LOCAL!

MOUNTAIN BIKES • BMX • E-BIKES • PRO SCOOTERS • SKATEBOARDS • PAINTBALL!
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FREE SKATE TOOL! 
WITH THE PURCHASE  
OF A NEW COMPLETE

BOGO 50% 9AM - 1PM
30% OFF 1PM - 6PM
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Battle Ground
Natural Healing

Locally Owned! 
Family Owned!

360-644-7426
715 W. Main St. • Battle Ground

(Next to Pita House and Wilco)

www.cbdbgnh.com
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices

Jenna Kussman, Real Estate Broker

360-975-9513
Jkussman@bhhsnw.com

“Whether buying or selling, my passion is helping 
people achieve their homeownership dreams.”

Licensed agent in Washington and Oregon!

Find your way with Jenna K!

TOP

OF THE NETWORK

16%2020 Honor Society
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

COURTESYPHOTO

A volunteer dentist completes 
dental work on a patient.

COURTESY PHOTO

Battle Ground HealthCare is pictured.

Battle Ground Healing Arts brings on new physician 
THE REFLECTOR

After spending a few years 
as a physician in Portland, Dr. 
Aimee Frieze has joined Battle 

Ground Healing Arts, which 
has been in business for over 30 
years. 

Frieze is described in a news 
release as a caring and com-
passionate physician who uses 
an integrative approach which 
transforms her patients’ physi-
cal and mental health. 

“I was so impressed when 
Dr. Frieze told me that she 
starts studying up on her pa-
tients’ cases the evening prior 
to their appointments,” said Dr. 
Jillian Stansbury, the owner of 
Battle Ground Healing Arts in 
the release. “That combined 
with her sparkling personality, 
made me confident that I had 
found the perfect person to hand 
the torch to as I prepare to re-
tire. Dr. Frieze supports her 
patients through honest con-
nection-based relationships, and 
she works in earnest to under-
stand them and support their 
healing journey. That is rare in 
medicine.”

Frieze specializes in natu-
ropathic medicine and offers 
trauma-informed, whole-person 
and holistic care. According to 
the release, she is also an expert 
in women’s reproductive health 
care, which includes pelvic floor 
therapy and treating women 
with polycystic ovary syndrome, 
menopause, pain or loss of de-
sire, fertility issues or those 
seeking pre- and post-natal care. 
She can order lab work, write 
prescriptions, and refer patients 
to other health care providers 
while accepting insurance. 

The trauma-informed care 
Frieze offers is known to help 
those suffering from anxiety, de-
pression, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and limiting patterns 
of behavior, the release stated. 
She also offers intravenous (IV) 
therapies to treat certain medi-
cal issues, providing nutrients 
and nutraceutical support for 
immune optimization, athletic 

recuperation, adjunctive cancer 
support, and addiction recovery.

“IV therapy is a powerful 
way to directly and quickly ad-
dress a wide variety of health 
concerns,” stated Frieze in the 
release. 

Although she was raised on 
a cattle ranch in southern Ore-
gon, she feels right at home in 
the small community of Battle 
Ground, stated the release. 

“I admire the pride and pas-
sion the people of Battle Ground 
have for their tight knit commu-
nity,” Frieze stated in the re-
lease. “I am so touched by how 
folks take care of each other and 
look out for one another.”

Frieze graduated with honors 
from the University of Oregon 
after obtaining a double major 
in psychology and women’s gen-
der studies. She then received 
her doctorate in naturopathic 
medicine with honors in med-
ical genetics from the National 
University of Natural Medicine. 

To speak with Frieze and ask 
about her services and insur-
ance coverage or to schedule an 
appointment, call 360-687-4492 
or visit battlegroundhealingarts.
com. The clinic is located at 408 
E. Main St. in Old Town Battle 
Ground. Walk-ins are also wel-
come. Frieze is on site on Tues-
days and Thursdays from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Aimee Frieze
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Karen Palmer’s 
raised herb bed and 

fenced vegetable 
garden is pictured in 

the winter snow.

COURTESY PHOTO

A tree is pictured with lichen 
growing on it.
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WELL AND SEPTIC 
HOMEOWNERS, DO 
YOU WANT TO........

Save money?

Get certified to inspect 
your own gravity-fed 
septic system?

Protect your well 
water?

Learn maintenance 
tips to protect your 
investments?

Learn about how your 
well and septic systems 
operate?

Brought to you by:

Well & Septic Inspection Certification 
& Maintenance for Homeowners

Thursday, December 2, 2021

6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Online Zoom Workshop
$15+fees PER HOUSEHOLD
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED AT                                            
https://ws120221.eventbrite.com

For details visit or contact: 
http://go.wsu.edu/smallacreage 
terry.koper@wsu.edu or (564) 397-5729

WSU Extension programs are available to all without discrimination. Persons requiring special 
accommodations should call WSU Clark County Extension at 564-397-5729 prior to the event.

WSU Clark County Extension
Clark County Public Works, Clean Water 
Clark County Public Health

Lifestyles Outdoor Living

It’s time to ready gardens for spring
SEBASTIAN RUBINO
sebastian@thereflector.com 

If you want a decent yield in 
your vegetable garden next spring, 
now is the time to clean it before 
the winter comes.

Master Gardener Karen Palmer 
said cleaning up the garden soon-
er rather than later gives people a 
head start before planting season 
arrives. 

“Fall (and) winter cleanup is 
important for disease prevention 
against the plants and gives you a 
headstart on next spring,” Palmer 
said. “So if you don’t clean it up 
now, you’re going to have to clean 
it up next spring.”

A number of diseases appear 
on vegetables that sit in the garden 
like powdery mildew or blights on 
tomatoes, Palmer said. 

“It won’t completely prevent 
(disease), but it reduces the possi-
bility of it sitting around all win-
ter,” she said.

Cleaning up the garden earli-
er is also beneficial for compost-
ing, Palmer said, especially if the 
plants are put into a pile. For ex-
ample, if a tomato plant is stand-
ing upright and left to wither, it’ll 
compost a lot slower than it would 
if it was grouped together with 
other composting materials like 
peppers and corn stalks. 

The compost gathered in the 
fall can be reused in garden beds 
or be placed as mulch on top of 
soil, which preserves moisture and 
provides nutrients for the plants. 
It “allows the microorganisms to 
do their job and turn into all kinds 
of nutritious food for the plants,” 
Palmer said. 

Another method of preventing 
plant disease is pruning, which in-
cludes removing branches. Palmer 
suggests pruning fruit trees during 
the winter, but plants like rho-
dodendrons should be left alone 
since they flower in the spring. 

If fungi grows on the plants, 
it’s no cause for alarm. Palmer 
said that certain fungi like lichen 
doesn’t hurt plants.

“If you have fungi growing, 
it just means the environment is 
pretty damp,” she said. “If a shrub 
or a tree is overgrown, it’s a sign 
that there’s not enough air circula-
tion or it may be in a shady area 
that doesn’t get enough sunlight.”

Palmer said a lot of people 
think fungi negatively affects the 

plant, but in actuality it doesn’t. 
“If one doesn’t like the look of 

it, they should see why it’s such a 
damp environment, or the plant 
may need to be pruned out to give 
it more sun and air,” she said.

Palmer added that plants with 
fungi can be composted as well. 
Powdery mildew should stay in 
the compost bin, but Palmer said 
lichen or moss is not detrimental 
to the soil, so it can be added once 
spring arrives. 

Other tips Palmer suggests is 
picking up hoses and storing them 
inside. If that’s not possible, she 
said people should unhook the 
hose from the water outlet. She 
said it’s also a good time to clean 
gardening tools. People can sharp-
en and oil the tools to get them 
ready for next year. 

To be more organized, she rec-
ommends taking notes of what 
worked and what didn’t work in 
terms of gardening during the year, 
so that way it’s fresh in a person’s 
mind when spring arrives. For 
vegetable gardens, Palmer thinks 
mapping out a layout is a good idea 
“because next year you’re going to 
want to rotate those crops around, 
as that’ll also prevent disease (in 
your vegetable garden).” 

Instead of raking leaves into 
the garbage, Palmer said they can 
be spread into the garden, which 
prevents weeds and prevents the 
soil from running off in the rain. 
The leaves also serve as a good nu-
trient for the garden as they break 
down, “sort of like composting in 
place,” Palmer said.

* © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. Offer valid for residents within states of CA, AZ, NV, UT, WY, ID, OR, MT and WA only. $0 Down, 0% A.P.R.  fi nancing for up to 84 months on purchases of select new Kubota L, 
L60 and LX Series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualifi ed purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, 
U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000  fi nanced. Offer expires 12/31/21. 
Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, 
or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your local 
Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com/offers. † For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product 
operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifi cations are based on various standards or recommended practices. K1092-04-145424-29

$0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. F� � C� G UP � 
84 M� � S �  SE� CT NEW KUBOTA!*

HARVEST THE SAVINGS
ON A NEW KUBOTA!

 B2301HSD
• 20.9 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• Semi-Flat Deck

Dan’s Tractor, Inc.
Serving Clark County Since 1963

8012 NE 219th Street • Battle Ground, WA
360-687-3000 • M-F 8-5, Sat 9-1

 BX2380
• 21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD

 LX2610HSD
• 24.8 Gross HP,† E-TVCS, Liquid-Cooled, 3-Cylinder
 Kubota Diesel Engine

 MX5400HST
• 55.5 Gross HP,† 4-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD
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& LANDSCAPE SUPPLY COMPANY

8401 NE 117th Ave., Vancouver

We Accept Recycling
We Have Drop Box Containers
We Provide Deliveries

Visit our website:
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Thursday, November 25th
Seatings at: 11:00 a.m. • 1:00 p.m. • 3:00 p.m.

Please call 360-263-6623  or go online for reservations
$2695 Adults • $1595 6-12 • Under 6 Free!

December 5th • 12th • 19th
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Call now or go online to reserve your date — 360-263-6623
$2595 Adults • $1295 6-12 • Under 6 Free!

Thanksgiving!

Every Sunday — 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Reservations Strongly Encouraged

You can always join us for our

Sunday Brunch Buffet!

Holiday Brunches

Summit Grove Lodge

YOUR HOME FOR

360-263-6623 • WWW.SUMMITGROVELODGE.NET
30810 NE Timmen Road • Ridgefield, WA 98642
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$2295 Adults • $1295 6-12 • Under 6 Free!

The Holidays!
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Ridgefield School District announces 
students and employee of the month

THE REFLECTOR

Officials from the Ridgefield 
School District recognized the 
November employee and students 
of the month at a school board 
meeting on Nov. 9.

James Ruiz, the Connection 
Center mentor at South Ridge El-
ementary School, was recognized 
as the employee of the month. 
Ruiz started to volunteer as a par-
ent and later became the school’s 
recess paraeducator, stated a news 
release. He has spent the last sev-
eral years teaching students how 
to be respectful, responsible and 
resilient during recess. “He uses 
the right combination of tough 
love, kindness, compassion and 
empathy with students and they 
love him for it,” stated the release.

Carly Jackson was named the 
student of the month at the Early 
Learning Center. Jackson is de-
scribed as a “thoughtful and re-
flective listener,” who often finds 
connections to her own life that she 
shares with others. “When a new 
student arrives, she’s the first one to 
welcome them and eagerly invites 
them into play, conversation and all 
things preschool-related.” 

Koa Robinson was named the 
student of the month at South 
Ridge Elementary School. Robin-
son, who is a second grader, “has 
shown tremendous perseverance 
and resilience as he tackles this 
new school year,” stated the re-
lease. Once he learns a new skill, 
Robinson is said to implement his 
knowledge to help him succeed. 
He is also described as a kid who 
is quick to help a friend in need, 
while also helping keep the class-
room clean.

Weston Cornelius was named 
the student of the month at Union 
Ridge Elementary School. Cor-
nelius, who is a second grader, 
is described as polite, respectful 
and a hard worker.  “His peers 
frequently comment about those 
character traits Weston demon-
strates on a daily basis,” stated 
the release. “In addition to those 
admirable traits, Weston advo-
cates for himself and shows his 
desire to learn and grow to be 
the best he can be.”

At Wisdom Ridge Academy, 
Josephine Rehley was select-
ed as the student of the month. 
Rehley, a fifth grader, knows 
how to push through challeng-

es to forge “a path forward to-
ward excellence,” stated the re-
lease. Rehley is described as a 
“pre-professional dancer” and 
choir member who works hard 
to balance her life, while pri-
oritizing her learning. She also 
attends enrichment class during 
the week and shows kindness 
and respect to everyone around 
her, stated the release.

Sixth grader Robert Hull was 
named the student of the month 
at Sunset Ridge Intermediate 
School. Hull is described as “an 
excellent student and an excep-
tional young man,” who is self-
less, caring and hardworking. 
Hull often lends a helping hand 
to students and teachers. He 
also cleans his area and other 
spots in the school to add to the 
safety of the classroom, stated 
the release.

At View Ridge Middle 
School, eighth grader Andrew 
Soare was named the student of 
the month. Soare is engaged in 

his learning and is described as 
enthusiastic, ready to participate 
and dedicated. “His compassion, 
empathy and helpfulness toward 
his classmates sets an example 
for all,” stated the release. Soare 
is musically talented, stated the 
release, and uses that to grow 
as an individual. He also show-
cases a level of maturity that is 
rare for his age group, stated the 
release.

Senior Morgan Harter was 
named the student of the month 
at Ridgefield High School. Har-
ter is the Associated Student 
Body president, has a 3.9 GPA 
and has played on the varsity 
volleyball team for four years. 
She is also a university-bound 
scholar athlete and has won two 
state championships, stated the 
release. Harter is described as a 
student who is “concerned with 
the well-being of our students 
and is working hard to learn 
how to help students get what 
they need,” stated the release. 

After high school, Harter will 
play volleyball for Northwest 
University, where she plans 
to study business finance. She 
hopes to go into accounting and 
eventually wants to become a 
chief financial officer.

WE WORK ON ALL BRANDS 
OF RIDING MOWERS AND 

COMPACT TRACTORS
Professional repairs  
at affordable prices

(360) 600-5345 • tjstractorservice.com • 1107 West Main Street, Battle Ground
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ALL I WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

Firm Foundation Christian School Fundraiser
Sat. Dec. 4th, 2021 9am-4pm

1919 SW 25th Ave. Battle Ground
(360) 687-7767 ffcsbazaar@gmail.com

selling handcrafted 
and unique items!
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OVER 

40 
VENDORS

Praise & Worship
Local churches & religious events

CH607576 db

at 10:00 am
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Bible-Based Teaching
God Focused Worship

Worship 9:30 AM
Sunday School 11:00 AM

687-7124
www.bgbaptist.com
1110 NW 6th Ave.

Battle Ground Baptist ChurchBattle Ground Baptist Church
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Koa Robinson
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Robert Hull

Carly Jackson

Morgan Harter

Josephine Rehley

Weston Cornelius
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