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This unprecedented pandemic challenged all of us to do things differently as we coped
with shutdowns, curfews, stay-at-home orders, changing market demands, remote
learning with limited internet access and a virus that knew no boundaries.
Injustices drew us to the streets. Concerns brought us to the polls. And social needs
stirred our children to make a difference.
This has been a tough year. But it’s also revealed that we’re tough, too. With a vaccine
now inching us ever closer to a more normal, normal, this issue of our Community
Yearbook Magazine focuses on how we have pulled together in a year of separation.
This is how we have survived, rebuilt, helped our neighbors, used that ingenuity that got
us started and that grit that kept us going to come out stronger. These are our stories.
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Digital divide
deepens, 6

Graduation was
— different, 6

DAILY RECORD PHOTO/ELIOT DUKE

Fourth-grader Korie Morales studies her work on a Monday morning in August at Gospel Tabernacle Church.

Education in a pandemic
By EMILY WEAVER

New year, new
struggles, 9

No justice,
no peace, 11

Managing editor

S

tudents, teachers, parents and caregivers faced many hurdles when it came to education
in the COVID-19 pandemic. Normal school days came to a screeching halt in March when
the coronavirus invaded the Old North State. With no swift end in sight, Gov. Roy Cooper
recommended students attend classes virtually ... and that’s when the trouble began.

LOST:

KEPT (with changes)

In-class instruction and
playtime with classmates

School, but instead of walking
into class, students had to log in
with electronic learning devices.

GAINED

More students had access to
electronic devices and —
eventually — the internet needed
to use them for school work.

In memoriam,
remembering the
ones we lost, 13

Digital
divide
deepens
At first, students and their families
didn’t have the tools they needed for
remote learning. Many local students
lacked devices and the high-speed internet needed to attend class virtually.
Only 60% of Harnett County
students had access to high-speed
internet in the spring. The district of
20,564 students gave 20,000 learning
packets out to those, who had trouble
accessing virtual assignments, that
semester.
In May, school districts in Harnett,
Johnston and Sampson counties were
among the first to receive Wi-Fi hot
spots for school buses to establish
internet zones for remote learning.
In July, all of Harnett County’s 29
school campuses were equipped with
wireless internet.
But in August, Harnett County
Schools were waiting on back-ordered
learning devices.
“We just received word last week
that some of our K2 iPad devices were
delayed,” Assistant Superintendent

Brookie Ferguson told the Harnett
County Board of Education on Aug.
17. “Every school district in the United States is ordering devices.”
She estimated it would be up to two
weeks before the order got filled. The
semester started back with virtual-only learning for students that day after
weeks of back and forth debates on

how to open and waiting on recommendations from the governor.
With parents needing to go back
to work and young students needing
supervision and help with online assignments, places like Gospel Tabernacle and Brookside Academy opened
virtual hubs.
– Emily Weaver

LOST:

KEPT (with changes)

GAINED

Attendance, slipping grades,
growing depression

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/PEXELS

Harnett County Schools is contacted when certain search terms are flagged on
student learning devices. Some of those terms have included queries on how to
commit suicide.

Lessons were offered online and
classes were held via Google
Classroom, Seesaw and Zoom.

A new understanding for the
importance of human connection.

Graduation was — different

DAILY RECORD PHOTO/ELIOT DUKE

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER: Seniors didn’t get to have a
regular graduation ceremony in June due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, but schools honored them in unique
ways. Seen here at Overhills High, graduates are celebrated in a drive-thru parade around the football field.
PAGE 6 | Community Yearbook 2021

Proms were canceled for
seniors in the class of 2020
and graduation ceremonies
didn’t look like they were
going to happen either as the
calendar flipped to May. But
leaders in education were
determined to honor graduates one way or another.
Schools held “Be the
Light” nights to honor graduates who drove through
stadiums in caps and gowns
under the glow of gridiron
lights. Scoreboards hailed
their success. Teachers
cheered them on.

Towns and communities
also joined in the celebration.
Newton Grove hung
banners picturing each of its
graduating seniors throughout town.
Midway seniors got their
own yard signs to stake outside their homes.
Residents turned on porch
lights in recognition of the
bright honor in a dark year.
The Chicora Golf Club
community held a golf cart
See Graduation, Page 8

HARNETT COUNTY SCHOOLS
2019-2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

20,333
NUMBER OF
STUDENTS
ENROLLED IN
HARNETT COUNTY
SCHOOLS FOR THE
2019-2020 SCHOOL
YEAR.

1,478

2.5
M
NUMBER OF

MEALS SERVED
FOR THE 20192020 SCHOOL
YEAR.

11,324
NUMBER OF MEALS
SERVED DAILY FOR THE
2019-2020 SCHOOL
YEAR.

NUMBER OF HCS
EDUCATORS
FOR THE 20192020 SCHOOL
YEAR.

2,105
NUMBER OF
ACTIVE HCS
VOLUNTEERS
FOR THE 20192020 SCHOOL
YEAR.

87%

THE HCS 4-YEAR
GRADUATION RATE FOR
THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL
YEAR.

263
TOTAL NUMBER OF HCS
BUSSES.

16,354
TOTAL NUMBER OF HCS
STUDENTS TRANSPORTED
DAILY.

28

31,973
NUMBER OF
COMPUTING DEVICES
SERVING HCS
STUDENTS.

TOTAL
SCHOOLS

K-12 GRADE STUDENTS 1:1
(COMPUTER TO STUDENT)

WWW.HARNETT.K12.NC.US

GRADUATION
Continued from Page 6
parade and Erwin held a parade, too.
“Our seniors had to endure a lot
this year,” HCS Superintendent Dr.
Aaron Fleming told the Board of Education May 18. “I want to be sure we
celebrate our seniors with having the
opportunity to have a full graduation
ceremony later this summer/fall.”
Graduation was eventually held,
but it wasn’t the normal pomp and
circumstance of prior years. Harnett
County Schools spread the ceremonies out over a period of days,
recognizing each graduate with a
diploma in private ceremonies with
select family members present before
a stage.
– Emily Weaver

LOST

The pomp and circumstance
of graduations past.

KEPT (with changes)
Graduation, but with smaller,
private ceremonies scheduled
out over a span of days.

A place to
CONNECT

WORSHIP

LEARN

SERVE

GAINED

New ways to honor and celebrate
seniors with yard signs, banners,
special light nights and parades.

QA
&

Heritage Bible
College

LOCATION: 494 Antioch Church
Road, Dunn, NC 28334
HOW LONG IN BUSINESS: 50 years
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES: 25
NAME AND BUSINESS POSITION/
TITLE OF PERSON FILLING OUT
QUESTIONNAIRE: Dr. Randy Barker

Join us
ONLINE
Sunday at 10 a.m.
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic
affected your business?
Our office staff is working remotely from home.

Connect at breadoflifenc
Pastors Eric and Angelia White

Did you do anything different this
year because of the virus?
Other than our staff working
from home, nothing else has
changed. Heritage Bible College is
totally online.

E

New year, new struggles

ducation hurdles didn’t get
easier as districts headed into
a new school year with no end
of the COVID-19 pandemic in sight.
Students, parents and educators
ping-ponged between in-person and
remote learning as the number of
COVID-19 cases in schools rose and
fell and climbed again.
And when students did get to go to
class:
The districts made sure schools
were thoroughly cleaned and sanitized.
Colored tape and signs were used to
direct traffic down one-way hallways
and to one-way entrances.
Students passed temperature
screenings before entering the buildings.
Coughs and sniffles led to isolations. Positive COVID-19 tests led to
quarantines.
Meals were served to students in
classrooms at desks spaced 6 feet
apart. Playtimes were arranged to
limit the amount of children on a
playground at one time.
And face coverings were required
for every teacher, staff member and
student from kindergarten through
high school.
But, many of the students didn’t
have the luxury of full-time, in-class
learning or getting to hang-out with
friends. The stress, headaches and
isolation of remote learning led to
depression.
Harnett County Schools reported
279 self-harm alerts to school principals or guidance counselors between
March 1 and Jan. 15.
The self-harm alerts are sent to the
school system whenever a student,
on a school-issued device, searches
for key phrases such as “how to die,”
“kill myself” and “ways to die.”
Wendy King Whittenton, a social
worker who works with local elementary and middle school children,
expressed concern over the safety and
mental health of children stuck in
remote learning after getting two selfharm alerts in one week. A boy and a
girl at different schools and in different grades Googled “how to die” and
“how many pills can I take to die?”
Whittenton reached out to parents
of both students.
Social workers and mental health
providers were seeing an increase
See Struggles, Page 11

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION/PIXABAY

Depression has become a serious problem in school-age children, many of which are
struggling with virtual learning and isolation, according to social workers.

(910) 892-2222
CALL ANYTIME!

CASH FOR CLUES
YOU NEVER HAVE TO GIVE YOUR NAME
WWW.DUNNCRIMESTOPPERS.ORG
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Follow us on social media:
Phone: 910-230-3500
Address: 401 E Broad Street
Public Works and Utilities operates
and maintains existing public
infrastructure, plans and constructs
improvements to the City, and
protects public safety and natural
resources.
The City of Dunn opened the first
Dog Park in December of 2020. It is
open to the public for large and
small dogs. Also located at the park
is the City's first food pantry. The
park is located at 701 N. Ashe
Avenue.
Inspections works to ensure sound
construction of new buildings,
promote steady maintenance of
existing buildings and enforce
regulations and development
practices in accordance with the NC
State and Local Codes, regulations,
laws, and ordinances.
The City of Dunn Council Members
from left to right:
Frank McLean, J. Wesley Sills, April
Gaulden, Mayor William Elmore Jr.,
Billy Tart, Chuck Turnage, Mayor
Pro Tem Dr. David Bradham

STRUGGLES
Continued from Page 9
in stress, anxiety and
depression among schoolage children as schools
staggered into a second
semester.
Many parents had to
work. Many children — if
old enough — had to watch
their younger siblings at
home. Virtual attendance
was low and grades were
falling in January.
“I’ve got A/B students,
who are now failing,”
Whittenton told the Dunn
Rotary Club on Jan. 7.

Help is available

DAILY RECORD PHOTO/EMILY WEAVER

Tyme Watlington, left, and Bianca Espinosa yell to passing
cars on Cumberland Street in June. The crowd was pleading
for justice, peace and transformation after the death of
George Floyd in Mineappolis May 25.

‘No justice, no peace’
Healing together
in a year hobbled
with division
By EMILY WEAVER
Managing editor

Several people protested the
harsh realities around them in
June: the economic shutdown,
racial injustice, quarantines,
discrimination and forced
business closures, but many
local rallies called for peace,
justice, racial equality and
unity after a string of deaths
across the country.

Ahmaud Arbery was shot
and killed while he was out
for a jog outside Brunswick,
Georgia, on Feb. 23, 2020. The
men accused of shooting him
told police they thought he
looked like a suspect wanted in
a rash of break-ins.
Arbery was unarmed when
he was gunned down. He was
Black. The accused men were
white.
Duffy Johnson ran 2.23
miles with a group of supporters in Erwin on May 8 in
honor of Arbery and to raise
See Justice, Page 12

Changes in routine,
sleep patterns, diet and
exercise can be key
contributors to a child’s
depression.
Dr. Mary Ann Chiodo
with ABC Pediatrics offered the following ways to
help your child cope with
the stress:
Establish a healthy sleep
pattern. With or without
in-school attendance, children still need a normal
wake-up time and bed time
with a calm-down period
before sleep.
“What we’re seeing a
lot is that because they’re
learning remotely, ... their
normal routines have kind
of flown out the window.
So sleep patterns are
not well established any
more and regular routine
patterns are not well established,” Chiodo said. And
certainly what we see in
young children and even
teenagers if their sleep
pattern is disrupted, there
is increased risk for depression, increased stress,
anxiety, just because
they’re not sleeping well.”

Take breaks from the
screen and avoid electronic
devices two hours before
bedtime.
“Because if they’re
doing a lot on electronics

during the day and then
continue it on with video
games or just cellphone,
that obstructs their ability
to fall asleep. So give them
a period of time, a couple
of hours prior to going to
sleep, free from electronics,” Chiodo said. “Reading
a book, stretching, doing
some quiet type of activity
that is not based on electronics will help with their
sleep cycle and help them
fall asleep easier and then
stay asleep.”

Make sure your child gets
healthy meals and exercise
in their daily routines.
Every child should get 60
minutes of exercise or activity like running, playing
or riding a bicycle every
day, Chiodo says.

Listen to their worries and
concerns and don’t dismiss
them.
“There isn’t a child in
this country, I’m not even
sure on this planet, that
isn’t experiencing some
stress because of what’s
going on. Their whole
world has been changed,”
she said. “Validate that
they might have sadness
because, for a child, if
they’ve never experienced
this type of isolation ...
they may be feeling grief
because there’s true loss
there. They’ve lost something.”
Tell them it’s OK to feel
sad and that it’s normal,
she said.

Build family connections
with positive reinforcement.
“... If parents are getting
frustrated because things
aren’t getting done, find
something positive to do
even if they’re at home, because giving that positive
reinforcement will help
move them forward versus
being stuck, so to speak.”
– Emily Weaver
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Serving Our Community
With Pride

DAILY RECORD PHOTO/EMILY WEAVER

Zacharias Ingram addresses a crowd
outside Erwin Town Hall. Ingram
helped organize the march.

JUSTICE
Continued from Page 11

Dunn Police
Department

awareness of racial equality and
justice.
The men accused of killing Arbery
weren’t arrested until May 7. No trial
date was set as of Jan. 19.
Breonna Taylor, an EMT in Louisville, Kentucky, was killed after officers in plain clothes entered her home
with a “no knock” warrant to search
it on March 13. Officers secured the
warrant saying a known drug trafficker was receiving drugs through postal
deliveries at the address. That man did
not live at Taylor’s home.
Taylor’s boyfriend fired at the
intruders, who returned fire, killing
Taylor in a rain of bullets.
George Floyd died after being handcuffed and pinned to the ground by
officers, responding to a call for a $20
counterfeit bill in Minneapolis. Floyd,
a Black man, died under the weight of
that white officer. One of his last cries
was, “I can’t breathe,” which became a
cry among protesters across the country and in rallies in Dunn, Angier,
Coats, Erwin, Lillington and Benson.
Some rallies turned violent, but local demonstrations remained peaceful
with police joining the marches for
change, healing and unity.
People are “catching on,” said Zacharias Ingram, a crisis early behavior
interventionist who works with at-risk
students in Harnett County Schools
and helped organize the Dunn rally.
“But let’s not just make this a momentary position, let’s make this a lifetime
movement towards getting things
done and making healing happen —
actually being the hands and feet of
the healing you want to see in your
avenue.”
The cries for healing and change
continued at a Breathe Harnett event
on the courthouse lawn in Lillington
Jan. 18, on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Day.

In Memoriam

Remembering the ones we lost — February 2020 - January 2021

Dec. 25, 1942 - Sept. 4, 2020

Allen Hudson

Sept. 10, 1972 - Sept. 13, 2020

Donald McIntyre Jr.

Burnice ‘Benny’ Honsby Hall Jr.
was named the Erwin Chamber
of Commerce’s Man of the Year in
1997 and had served Erwin as a
commissioner and mayor pro tem.

Allen Hinton Hudson was a farmer with
Hudson Farms, manager of Quality
Cotton Gin Inc. and was a former
commissioner with the town of Falcon.

Donald McIntyre Jr. was a Godwin town
commissioner, a former sharpshooter with
the U.S. Army Reserves and former member
of the Godwin Falcon Fire Department.

Benny Hall

Donna Thurman
Oct. 31, 1953 - Aug. 31, 2020

Donna Arnold Thurman was an educator,
advocate and public servant. She
worked as a child protective services
social worker in Harnett County for 10
years, taught in several local schools
and was the last principal at Shawtown
School. She retired as principal at
Erwin Elementary in 2011 and holds
the distinction of being the first African
American and woman to lead the school
since its opening in the 1920s.

Oct. 29, 1943 - Dec. 5, 2020

The Church of God of North Carolina, Inc.
“Holding up TRUTH that all might see and embrace it.”

International Corporate Offices
and Publishing House

310 West Edgerton Street, P.O. Box 2109, Dunn, NC 28335-2109

www.thechurchofgodofnc.com

910-891-5017 • 910-658-6080 (Cell)
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The private university
of The
choice
in North
Carolina
private
university
of choice in North Carolina

Enrolls more
more North
North Carolinians
Enrolls
Carolinians
than
any
private
than any private school
school

Only
university
with
leaders
for N.C.
through
OnlyN.C.
N.C.private
private
university
with Prepares
Prepares
leaders
for N.C.
through
professional
degrees
in
law,
150+
academic
programs
professional degrees in law,
150+ academic programs
medicine, & pharmacy

medicine, & pharmacy

www.campbell.edu
Leading with purpose

Leading with purpose

www.campbell.edu

EEO/AA/Minorities/Females/Disabled/Protected Veterans
http://www.campbell.edu/employment

EEO/AA/Minorities/Females/Disabled/Protected Veterans
http://www.campbell.edu/employment

In Memoriam

Remembering the ones we lost — February 2020 - January 2021

Dallas Harris Pope

Joe Tart

1931 - 2020

June 18, 1947 - Aug. 12, 2020

Dallas Harris Pope was Lillington’s first town
manager, a Harnett County manager and a
Lillington town commissioner. He was the
consulting engineer in the construction of
the Harnett County Airport and was active in
service roles throughout the county.

Joseph ‘Joe’ Lindsey Tart was an attorney and
instrumental in the revitalization of Chicora
Golf Club. He served on many committees,
including the Harnett Bar Association, the
Harnett County Airport Committee and the
William C. Lee Airborne Museum Committee.

Judith Breeden

March 20, 1943 - June 30, 2020
Judy Breeden, left, was serving her third
term as a Lillington town commissioner
when she died. She was active in her
church, Lillington Presbyterian, and had a
25-year career with the SBI in Raleigh.

Anderson Creek Academy
Charter School
Opening Minds to Life Long Learning

K-5
Tuition Free
Public
Charter
School

Dr. Herbert Carter
June 20, 1933 - Sept. 18, 2020

Dr. Herbert Franklin Carter was the cofounder of Heritage Bible College and
traveled the world with his wife, Mary,
preaching and teaching the word of God.
He helped organize the Penecostal Free
Will Baptist Church in 1959 and served as
general superintendent for 25 years and
PFWB’s world witness director for eight
years. He pastored at Stoney Run PFWB
Church, the North Haven PFWB Church and
the Johnston Memorial PFWB Church.

• STEAM+
• Reduced Class Sizes
• Foreign Languages
• 1: 1 Technology

4940 Ray Road
Spring Lake, North
Carolina
(910) 814-9001
www.ACACharter.com

• Top Rated Area
School
• Parental Involvement
Encouraged
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Proud to serve
the citizens of
Harnett County!
Your support
is greatly
appreciated.

I look forward to continuing
our partnership in working
together for the betterment of
Harnett county.

Sheriff Wayne Coats
Paid for by Wayne Coats for Sheriff

In Memoriam

Remembering the ones we lost — February 2020 - January 2021

Freddie Williford
May 28, 1932 - Aug. 11, 2020

Freddie Williford founded the ‘Sweetest
Corner in Dunn’ with the creation of Sherry’s
Bakery in 1967. Up until a couple of years
ago he could be seen walking around the
bakery, passing out samples of chocolatecovered doughnut holes. He was an
Army veteran, a Dunn Area Chamber of
Commerce’s ‘Man of the Year’ in 1997 and
a visionary who helped shape downtown
Dunn. He died at the age of 88.

Lib Daniels

Mary Carter

Aug. 26, 1931 - Aug. 12, 2020
Mary Carter was a former house mother
at Falcon Children’s Home and served in
ministry alongside her husband, Herbert
Carter, for more than 60 years.

April 25, 1929 - Nov. 23, 2020
Mary Elizabeth ‘Lib’ Weaver Daniels taught
school for many years and was the head
mistress at Cape Fear Christian Academy.
She was also a former Woman of the Year
in Dunn and past president of the Women’s
Club of North Carolina.

Angier,NC

A Village of Opportunity

Irvin Warren

June 1, 1942-Dec. 1, 2020
Irvin Warren was the founder of Warren
Oil Company and an international
businessman. He was a boots-on-theground philanthropist, who assisted Haiti
after a devastating earthquake in 2010.
He also took 250 veterans and their guests
on all-expenses-paid trips to see the
memorials built in their honor in Washington,
D.C. over a span of eight years.
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Heritage Bible College

Christ Centered • Character Building • Committed to Ministry

“God used HBC
to develop our
gifts and to
equip us with
the knowledge
and training for
a successful
Christ-centered
ministry.”
Sterling Tharrington
Class of 2016
Renea Tharrington
Class of 2015

• Now accepting
applications
• Offering an Associates
Degree in Christian Studies
and a Bachelor Degree in a
variety of ministries
• Our online format makes
higher education easily
accessible

Joyce Carolyn Jones
Oct. 14, 1933 - Nov. 27, 2020

A longtime matriarch of Dunn’s oldest
still-in-operation store, Joyce Jones, died
after a month-long battle with COVID-19.
She worked 68 years at Jordan’s Jewelry,
helping couples pick out china, wedding
bands, crystal and more. Jones and her
husband, Hurley, purchased the store in
1975 and kept the store’s name and many
of its traditions the same.

• Fully accredited by the
Transnational Association
of Christian Colleges and
Schools (TRACS)
• Continuing to serve
our community and
world since 1971
• Financial Aid Available

Katie Earle Owen Morgan
Sept. 22, 1925 - April 15, 2020

Learn more by visiting

www.heritagebiblecollege.edu

or call 910-892-3178
494 Antioch Church Rd
Dunn, NC 28334

Katie Morgan, wife of the late U.S. Sen. Robert
Morgan, was the director of Neighborhood
Youth Corps, the first federally-funded
community youth program in Harnett County.
She was an early advocate for Cystic Fibrosis
research and helped establish North Carolina’s
chapter of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. She
also served on U.S. President Jimmy Carter’s
National Committee for Handicapped Persons,
the National Special Olympics Committee,
the Governor’s Advocacy Council for Persons
with Disabilities and the Governor’s Advocacy
Council for Prevention of Child Abuse.

Luther Jackson

Sept. 24, 1941 - Feb. 26, 2020
Luther Jackson, an EMT and teacher
credited with molding the minds of
many emergency medical technicians
over the course of his Emergency
Medical Services career, died in his
Autryville home at the age of 78. He
was a retired school teacher with the
Cumberland County Schools. After he
retired from teaching, he served as the
EMS coordinator at Sampson Community
College. He also worked for Sampson
County EMS and volunteered on the
Clement Rescue Squad for many years.

• Full-time private school for kindergarten through 10th grade
• Private tutoring available
• Before & After-school care available
• Summer Day Camps • Accepts NC Opportunity
Scholarships and Disability Grants

Now enrolling
for 2021-22 school year
Brookside Christian Academy offers a variety of
educational services. We are full time Christian
private school offering the highest quality education
in the area. Our unique blend of rigorous content and
hands-on experiences make a Brookside education
unlike anything else available. Our small class sizes
and expert teachers allow students of all abilities to
thrive and achieve their very best.

Phillip Alan Fusco II
Nov. 10, 1991 - Nov. 27, 2020

Phillip Fusco started Phillip’s Love Bears
and Love Lambs ministry and sent tens of
thousands of stuffed teddy bears and lambs
to missionaries, churches, orphanages
and hospitals around the world, comforting
‘children who are hurting.’

info@brooksideca.org
www.brooksideca.org

910-292-2107
804 W. Broad St.

Helping People Love
God and People
QA
&

City of Dunn

LOCATION: Dunn, NC 28334
HOW LONG IN BUSINESS: 134
years

Ministries
Lighthouse for Teens
Kingdom Kidz for Children
L.I.F.E. for Senior Adults
Fine Arts Ministries
Fully Staffed Nurseries
Pre-School

Randy Hill - Senior Pastor
Danielle M. Maynor
Allen D. Thomas
Zach Rowe
Kelly Clarke

…the time to cherish existing
relationships and invite new
people into our lives. We
encourage you to celebrate
with people who share the
common bond of faith at our
weekly services.
Service Times:
Sunday School 9:30AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM

Gospel Tabernacle
A Place of Hope, Help and Healing
2105 W. Cumberland St., Dunn, NC 28334
(Across from Belk’s Shopping Center)

910-892-4011 • www.gtchurch.net

OWNERS AND/OR MANAGERS: Steven Neuschafer, city manager;
Mayor William Elmore
NAME AND BUSINESS POSITION/
TITLE OF PERSON FILLING OUT
QUESTIONNAIRE: Kaitlin Adkins,
communications coordinator
How has the COVID-19 pandemic
affected your business?
We had to close our doors to the
public for six months.
Did you do anything different this
year because of the virus?
Due to locking our doors to the
public, we had to get creative
with accepting money or bill
payments and applications.
We mainly ran everything
through our drive-thru at city
hall. We made meetings by appointment only and held most
meetings virtually.
What innovative or outside-ofthe-box features or steps did
your business take to make it
through this pandemic? Or how
are you rebuilding?
We started streaming city
council meetings on Facebook
Live so those who were uncomfortable coming in could
still see and feel a part of the
meetings.

In Memoriam

Remembering the ones we lost — February 2020 - January 2021

Robert Alton Ennis
Dec. 22, 1956 - Oct. 9, 2020

Robert Ennis served with the North Carolina
Highway Patrol for 30 years and retired as a
master trooper. He also worked with the US
Marshals Office and was a past Master Mason
with the Neill S. Stewart Lodge in Erwin.

Rufus Turner

Pat Godwin

Feb. 10, 1925 - Aug. 19, 2020

David Patrick ‘Pat’ Godwin was a 30-year
veteran of the Dunn Police Department and
retired as its chief in 2002. He also served
as a U.S. Marshal.

Rufus Benton Turner taught agricultural
sciences and Future Farmers of America
at several schools in the state. He was
professor of education for 25 years at
Campbell University.

June 3, 1950 - Aug. 30, 2020

Serving Harnett County and Local Area with
Personal and Business Accounting Solutions since 1996

Wayne Lee

Aug. 20, 1941 - Jan. 2, 2021
Wayne Jackson Lee Sr., founded Wayne Lee’s
Towing & Service Center with his wife in 1963.
The ‘Three County Man,’ was the first to arrive
and the last to leave his towing station each
day and enjoyed helping the community.
The Sampson County native was a member of
the last graduating class at the former
Plain View High School.

Accounting • Bookkeeping • IRS Representation
• General ledger & financial statement preparation
• Bookkeeping (Monthly/Quarterly/Annual)
• Accounting system setup for new businesses
• Computerized payroll services

H.R. “Rusty” Godwin CPA PC
113 East H St
Erwin, NC 28339
Phone: 910-897-8448 • Fax: 910-897-7593
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SMART. CLEAN. RELIABLE.
We’re already building tomorrow’s intelligent and innovative energy future.

Shifting to smart meters
that give you more control.

Using technology to respond even
quicker when the power goes out.

Providing access to more
renewable energy choices.

Discover what our energy investments mean for you:
duke-energy.com/SMARTER

B
I
&

BUSINESS
& INDUSTRY

A timeline of
shutdowns, 24

Lillington plant
makes critical
PPE gowns, 26
DAILY RECORD PHOTO/ELIOT DUKE

RESTAURANTS CLOSE TO DINE-IN CUSTOMERS: Ricky Symmonds, manager of Kim’s Barbecue &
Seafood on Broad Street, hangs up a sign indicating the immediate future plans of his restaurant.
Under the stay-at-home order, the restaurants which remained open were only allowed to offer
take-out meals.

The rise and fall of
business in a pandemic
By EMILY WEAVER
Managing editor

M

any businesses were hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic and the shutdowns
and overwhelming demands that came with it. Hospitals limited services just
to focus on its growing number of pandemic patients. Restaurant dining rooms
were shuttered. Salons and barbershops were closed. Theaters went dark. Assembly lines
changed gears to meet a growing demand for personal protective equipment. And funeral
homes were very busy, handling a rise in services — at a distance and with smaller crowds
to limit the virus’ spread. Here are some of their stories...

Turning loss of
business into gain
of kindness, 27
Funeral workers
line up for
vaccine, 27

Rising need led to
rising numbers at
local pantries, 29

Open and
shut, 34

A timeline of shutdowns
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A Western Sizzlin’ sign asks for prayer during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Charlene Edwards
Law Office
1170 North Main Street
P. O. Box 2446
Lillington, NC 27546
910-893-1128
www.lillingtonlawyers.com
Charlene Edwards Law Office
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• March 10: Gov. Roy Cooper declares
a state of emergency to coordinate a
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
• March 14: Cooper bans all events
and gatherings of 100 or more people
and shutters K-12 public schools across
the state through March 30. The mass
gathering restriction is applied to concerts, theaters, entertainment venues
and other spaces where 100 or more
people could be in attendance and also
included parades, fairs and festivals. It
does not apply to airports, bus and train
stations, medical facilities, libraries,
shopping malls, offices, restaurants,
factories, grocery stores or other retail
establishments.
• March 17: Cooper issues an executive order closing restaurants and bars
for dine-in service. Local restaurants
change gears, offering take-out and
curbside pickups.
• March 23: Cooper closes all public schools through May 15 and limits
gatherings to no more than 50 people.
Entertainment venues and the following
other facilities are ordered to close at 5
p.m. March 25: bingo parlors, bowling alleys, gyms, martial arts facilities, indoor
exercise venues, indoor and outdoor
pools, live performance venues, movie
theaters, skating rinks, spas and gaming
establishments. Also ordered to close
at 5 p.m. March 25 are: barber shops,
beauty salons, hair salons, nail salons,
massage parlors and tattoo parlors.
Long-term care facilities are ordered to
restrict all visitors and non-essential
health care personnel except for certain compassionate care situations like
an end-of-life event.
• March 27: Gov. Roy Cooper issues
a statewide Stay at Home order beginning at 5 p.m. March 30 through April
29. He directs all people to stay home
except to visit essential businesses, to
exercise outdoors or to help others.
The order bans gatherings of more
than 10 people and directs everyone to
physically stay at least 6 feet apart from
others. Many businesses not previously
shuttered under the March 23 order are
forced to close their doors under this
one.
• March 31: Cooper’s new order bans
utilities (electric, gas, water and wastewater services) from cutting anyone
off due to missed payments and from
collecting fees, penalties or interest for
late payments for 60 days.
• April 9: Cooper’s new order issues
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A table inside Sherry’s Bakery is roped off to help enforce capacity limitations required under the state’s Phase Two
re-opening during the COVID-19 pandemic. Every other booth and table in the restaurant was sealed off to encourage social
distancing.
stronger social distancing requirements
for the retail stores still operating, like
Walmart, Lowe’s Home Improvement
and other big-box stores. Most smaller,
independent stores remain closed.
• April 23: Cooper extends his Stay at
Home order and other directives, keeping restaurant dining rooms, salons,
gyms and other close-contact businesses
closed until May 8. Public schools are
closed for the remainder of the academic year.
• May 20: The state’s Stay at Home
order is lifted and North Carolinians
move into a “Safer at Home recommendation,” also known as Phase 2. Salons,
restaurants, barbershops, spas and
retail stores are allowed to operate at
reduced capacities, with extra sanitation
requirements and signs, markings or
closed-off tables that encourage customers to stay 6 feet away from others.
Bowling alleys, gyms, indoor fitness
facilities, move theaters, skating rinks,
museums and gaming establishments
remain closed.
• May 30: The moratorium on utility
shutoffs for late or nonpayments is

extended until July 29. Residential evictions are banned.
• June 24: Phase 2 is extended until
July 17. More people are required to
wear face coverings.
• July 7: North Carolina Business
Court Judge James Gale grants a preliminary injunction to a bowlers’ group
looking for relief, giving bowling alleys
the green light to reopen under certain
cleaning and safety precautions.
• July 16: Phase 2 is extended until
Aug. 7.
• Aug. 5: Phase 2 is extended until
Sept. 11.
• Sept. 1: Cooper announces that
gyms and fitness facilities, museums,
aquariums and playgrounds are allowed
to reopen under Phase 2.5, which starts
Sept. 4. Museums can open at 50% capacity and gyms at 30% capacity. All are
encouraged to wear face coverings.
• Sept. 30: Cooper announces a move
into Phase 3, starting Oct. 2. Outdoor
seating areas for bars can reopen,
but indoor bars remain closed. Movie
theaters, large outdoor venues and
gaming establishments, like arcades,

may reopen, but are subject to reduced
capacity limits and other restrictions.
• Oct. 21: The state remains in Phase
3.
• Nov. 10: Phase 3 is extended another
three weeks, through Dec. 4. Most businesses can remain open under capacity
limits and other requirements.
• Dec. 8: Cooper issues a new “modified stay at home order” through Jan.
8. Certain businesses and facilities are
ordered to close to the public between 10
p.m. and 5 a.m., including restaurants,
bars, entertainment venues, parks, museums and certain retail establishments.
North Carolinians are told to stay home
between those hours, except to travel to
or from work, seek medical attention or
for essential business.
• Dec. 21: A new executive order
allows bars to offer mixed beverages via
delivery or carry-out as an alternative to
on-site consumption.
• Dec. 30: The moratorium on evictions is extended until Jan. 31.
• Jan. 6: The modified stay at home
order and 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew is
extended until Jan. 29.
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Lillington plant makes critical PPE gowns
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Clockwise from left, Sonya Magano, Michelle Corely and Jerry Alston work the
production line inside the Saab Barracuda plant in Lillington, making personal
protective equipment gowns.

Carvers Creek State Park

Where history matters…

2505 Long Valley Road • 910-436-4681

Welcome

TO

DUNN

General William C. Lee
Airborne Museum

209 W. Divine St. - Dunn, NC
910-892-1947

www.generalleeairbornemuseum.com

Dunn Area History
Museum

201 E. Broad Street - Dunn, NC
910-891-1772
www.dunnhistorymuseum.com

Averasboro Battlefield
Museum

3300 NC 82, Exit 71, I-95 - Dunn, NC
910-891-5019
www.averasboro.com

Where fun matters…

For things to
do in our area

www.dunntourism.org
910-892-3282
103 E. Cumberland St.- Dunn

Face shields, gowns, gloves, masks
and medical respirators were in short
supply in the first few months of the
pandemic in North Carolina.
Saab Barracuda LLC, based in
Sweden with a production facility in
Lillington, stepped in to help.
“We saw on the news the lack of PPE
(Personal Protective Equipment) for all
the front-line medical workers,” Lillington’s Saab Barracuda President and
General Manager Magnus Natt och Dag
said in May. “We thought ‘why don’t we
try to help out’ and we said, ‘Yes. Let’s
look into this.’”
The company is a longtime producer of camouflage netting, protecting
front-line soldiers on the battlefield.
The Swedish factory added new lines
to protect front-line medical workers,
producing gowns and face shields.
On May 12, North Carolina health officials had requested 11.3 million gowns
from private supplies and had received
only 18,000.
“We decided here to go for gowns because that was the most pending need,”
Natt och Dag said. “We just said, ‘We are
fortunate enough to be an essential business and we’re allowed to be opened, so
what can we do to help out?’”
The Lillington plant added a new
production line, making three types of
Class 1 non-surgical isolation gowns in
three sizes to fill the need.
“March 30 we had not heard of isolation gowns. Four weeks later we had developed, tested, produced and sold over
600,000 gowns,” he told The Daily Record
in May. “So we are actually ramping up
as we talk and we are roughly at 1,500 a
day. But that day will increase to around
30,000 (a week), at the current ordering
rate.”
And by adding a new line, the plant also
added new workers to its payroll.

LOST

Sense of normalcy

KEPT (with changes)
Assembly lines running

GAINED
Stewart Theater

112 N. Wilson Avenue. - Dunn

910-892-0448
www.stewartheater.com

Dunn Erwin Railtrail
Info
910-892-3282
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Cape Fear River/
RiverPark
910-893-7518

Raven Rock State Park
309 Raven Rock Road
Lillington
910-893-4888

A new product line, helping workers on
the front-line of this pandemic and
creating more jobs in the process.

Turning loss of business into gain of kindness
Brenda Pope worked at Betsy Johnson Hospital for nearly
three decades, many of them spent in labor and delivery. She
knows how hard doctors and nurses work and she knows
their options at the hospital cafeteria are limited.
So on March 24, the former nurse-turned restaurant manager pattied out some hamburgers as her cousin tore lettuce
inside an otherwise vacant Hotdog and Hamburger Haven.
They were preparing meals for about 100 people at the hospital. It was Pope’s biggest one-time order yet — all delivered
free of charge.
The Haven’s customers weren’t coming after the governor
issued an order that closed bars and restaurants to dine-in
customers in an effort to arrest the spread of COVID-19.
Pope said they tried takeout, but didn’t earn enough to
keep it going. She had to let the servers go.
Helping the hospital with food she would rather not see go
to waste was an easy decision to make.
“We’ve got to look out for each other,” said Pope’s husband, Ronnie Pope.
Domino’s Pizza let them borrow carrier bags to deliver the
hot meals to the hospital workers. By the end of the day, the
restaurant fed the hospital and the first responders at Dunn
Emergency Services.
When government-ordered shutdowns started eating
into their business, several outlets looked to the supplies or
equipment they had on hand to help those around them.
Broadslab Distillery in Benson was one of them. Known
for its moonshine and rum, the distillery turned to making
hand sanitizer, which became a hot commodity early in the

LOST:

Days of business due to governmentmandated shutdowns.
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Brenda Pope, left, and Belinda Cox prepare a special delivery
for Betsy Johnson Hospital and Dunn Emergency Services
inside Hotdog and Hamburger Haven.
pandemic.
Broadslab owner Jeremy Norris was familiar with making
high-proof denatured alcohol cleaners, but not gel sanitizers.
“By April 3, he estimated that Broadslab had produced
around 400 gallons of hand sanitizer — he expected another
500 to 600 gallons to be produced the following week,” Joey
Pitchford wrote in N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ “In the Field” blog.

KEPT (with changes)
A use for the supplies
they had on hand.

GAINED
Ways to help their neighbors.

Funeral workers line up for vaccines
Local funeral home employees started
getting the COVID-19 vaccine in January
as part of the initial Moderna rollouts
in Harnett and Johnston counties. And
it couldn’t come fast enough for most of
them.
“The vaccine is very important,” said
Paul Phillips of O’Quinn-Peebles-Phillips
Funeral Home & Crematory. “We’ve handled services for families with a death
that occurred from COVID so that puts
us at high risk for the staff... Going to the
place of death and bringing the loved one
into our care, we have direct contact.”
Funeral home employees once hugged
and held the hands of grieving family

LOST:

Letting large crowds gather and mourn
or to draw close to those in mourning.

members, wiping away tears and offering
shoulders for support. But throughout
the pandemic, they were forced to stand
back with a mask and offer aid from a
distance.
“Everybody’s being really cautious
especially right now with the numbers
where they are,” Phillips told The Daily
Record in a January spike of cases. “And
then being in the South, people like to
hug, people like to shake hands and
people like to go to peoples’ homes and
support them. It’s sad right now because
people are afraid to do that. Families are
having the support, but they’re not probably having the support that they would

KEPT

Funeral services, with smaller crowds,
more graveside rites and less visitations.

if this were a ... non-pandemic time.
“We see it. It’s just sad.”
Instead of several hundred mourners
gathering for funerals, Phillips said they
considered it a large service if they had
100 people in attendance. Many opt for
the outdoor safety of graveside services.
Employees at several funeral homes
expressed relief and hope in the new
vaccine.
Mary Dafford of Dafford Funeral
Home said that she thought nearly all
of their staff would be scheduled to get
the vaccine as soon as she completed the
required paperwork from the Harnett
County Health Department.

GAINED

A vaccine to help them through
the pandemic in January.
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NO

BULL

JUST THE BEST
Celebrating 55 Years
Since April 1, 1966
Locally Owned, Globally Known

Number 1 In The Snow Removal & Truck Body
Industry And Proud To Call Harnett County Home!

Pat Godwin, Sr.

Highway 421 South • Dunn, North Carolina • 910-892-0141

www.godwinmfg.com

Rising need
led to rising
numbers at
local pantries
By ELIOT DUKE

Of the Record staff

LILLINGTON — Cars started lining
up at Harnett Food Pantry early on the
afternoon of April 27. Carolyn Cox and
her handful of volunteers worked tirelessly inside, packing boxes, tracking
inventory and getting ready to distribute dozens of free meals to people
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Numbers that were already on the
rise before the unemployment rate
started climbing Mt. Everest continued
to grow through March and into April.
“Our numbers were up in March to
almost 1,000 families,” Cox said as she
sorted through fresh heads of lettuce.
“Donations are holding pretty steady
but we always need more. Food Bank
of Central and Eastern North Carolina
has been very generous with extra bags
of food. Our donations have continued
to come in and folks have been very
generous.”
COVID-19 not only increased demand
for assistance, but stringent guidelines
surrounding the coronavirus caused a
survival of the fittest scenario among
food banks trying to help. The number
of qualified agencies receiving supplies
from the Raleigh-based food bank dried
up considerably, shrinking the allotment pool and freeing up more donations for people like Cox.
“If you have a pie with six slices and
only four people to eat it, people are
going to get extra,” said Cox. “We’re
getting some extra slices now. Food
Bank of Eastern N.C. serves 32 eastern
counties and we are as west as they
come. More than 40 food banks in the
eastern jurisdiction coverage area are
closed for a lot of different reasons.
The only way you can open a food
pantry right now is with this drive-thru
format.”
Cox implemented the drive-thru
service at the outset of the pandemic,
creating a system that allows people
to stay in their vehicles as staff assists
them with their order. She never asked
her volunteers to put themselves at
risk, despite the growing numbers of
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Deputy Jeremy Howard passes down a big box of frozen turkey at Harnett Food Pantry.
families in need.
“I left it solely up to the volunteers,”
said Cox. “I didn’t want anyone to feel
like ‘Carolyn needs me, and I have to go
in.’”
A lot of them showed up anyway.
“I love doing it, no matter what the
situation,” Pauline Bordes said. “Now
it’s important, just like other times are
important. People have to eat. Maybe
it’s a little selfish, but I really feel good
when I do things for other people. It’s
rewarding.”
Duane Campbell from Angier spent
that afternoon loading pallets of frozen
goods in preparation for the first
distribution of the new week. Campbell wanted to help in some way as the
number of people needing assistance
kept growing.
“I was praying about what I could do
to help because I feel sorry for people
who lost their jobs,” said Campbell. “I
thank God every night for the chance
to help somebody. I don’t think we’ve
ever experienced anything quite like
this before, but God always puts you in
places where He can use you.”
Cox and other food pantry supervisors developed a local barter system
enabling them to maximize donations
at different sites. Harnett Food Pantry
kept lines of communication open
with agencies in the area, often trading
goods back and forth to fit their needs.
“Food pantry workers are just
good-hearted folks,” Cox said. “I have
a contact in Lee County at the Bread

Basket and she’s still cooking and packing take-out lunches, so we trade back
and forth. Sometimes she gets things
that are better suited for families so we
work together. I also trade with Todd
Snyder from DUMA in Dunn. If he or I
get too much of one thing, we trade and
work well together on that. He can get
his hands on things that I can’t get.”
Local restaurants staring at unused
inventory began donating to the pantry,
providing some interesting, and flavorful, additions to meal boxes. The local
McDonald’s provided a huge amount of
a popular children’s snack recently.
“We’ve had some unusual things
come in,” Cox said in April. “Last week
we got a pallet of strawberry Go-Gurt
from McDonald’s. We’ve been able to
give families whole boxes of Go-Gurt.
We receive federal commodities, but
in our business, food is dollars. We’re
getting some help with extra food.”
A solemn comment from a family
member put the crisis in perspective.
“My son is a math teacher and I
asked him what we were going to
need,” Cox said. “He told me I needed
the Lord. He said I can work the numbers for you, but that’s not what you
need.”
For more information about Harnett
Food Pantry, call 910-985-7787. The
agency, located at 413 W. Old Road in
Lillington, offers its services on Monday from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m., Tuesday
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and Thursday
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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Taking care of business
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Corban Ehmke at Bearded Goose cuts hair for the first
time in two months.
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Patrons use two drive-thru lanes to order food from Cook
Out in Dunn.
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County Seat Sports Grille is one of many Lillington restaurants forced to offer only carry-out service.
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Taco Bell customers wait for their orders in a long drive-thru
line in Dunn.
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Haley Hicks dons a facemask as she takes an order at Broad
Street Deli.
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Sharon Heflin works an assembly line in Lillington’s Saab Barracuda plant.
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First Federal Bank

LOCATION: 200 E. Cumberland St.,
Dunn, NC 28334
HOW LONG IN BUSINESS: 61 years
NAMES OF OWNERS AND/OR MANGERS:
Robert P. Wellons, chairman; Jeff H.
Whittington, CEO
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES: 60
NAME AND BUSINESS POSITION/TITLE
OF PERSON FILLING OUT QUESTIONNAIRE: Jeff H. Whittington, CEO

QA
&

Hudson’s Jewelry

LOCATION: 602 Erwin Road, Dunn,
NC 28334
HOW LONG IN BUSINESS: 39 years
NAMES OF OWNERS AND/OR MANGERS: Donna Hudson Pope

How has the COVID-19 pandemic
affected your business?
The economic uncertainty brought
about by the pandemic limited the
bank’s ability to grow its primary
lines of business.
Did you do anything different this year
because of the virus?
During the initial stay-at-home
order, the bank limited access
to its lobbies. They also quickly

developed an SBA (Small Business
Administration) loan process to
assist its customers with PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) loans.
What innovative or outside-ofthe-box features or steps did your
business take to make it through this
pandemic? Or how are you rebuilding?
The bank has improved its social
media presence to improve its
communications with clients. The
bank also improved its online access and account opening processes to improve client access.

NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES: 2 and
friends and family help out when
needed
NAME AND BUSINESS POSITION/
TITLE OF PERSON FILLING OUT
QUESTIONNAIRE: Donna Hudson
Pope, owner
How has the COVID-19 pandemic
affected your business?
I closed for a few weeks when
all of this started then opened
back using safe precautions —
with extra cleaning after each
customer. I felt if Walmart could
open, so could Hudson’s Jewelry.
Did you do anything different this
year because of the virus?
We used caution, wore masks
and washed our hands — a lot!
What innovative or outside-ofthe-box features or steps did your
business take to make it through this
pandemic? Or how are you rebuilding?
My customers have supported
Hudson’s Jewelry. They made it
possible to be here. Thank you!

Bring Credibility to your Business
Join Dunn’s Premier Business
Organization Working to Make a
Difference in our Community!
To Find Out More—Visit Us at
109 South Ellis Avenue, Dunn NC
(910) 892-4113
www.dunnchamber.com
www.Facebook.com/dunnchamber
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The Flower PoT
910-893-2426

910-514-9419

207 W. Front Street

29 W. Front St. / PO Box 247
Lillington, NC 27546
office@lillingtonflowerpot.com

Tuesday - Saturday,
10am - 5:30pm

Your Shop For All Things Unique

Check out Elizabeth’s Boutique,specialty toys, baby, home,
garden, NC products and Harnett artists.

816 S. Main Street • Lillington
910-984-1354
www.BHiveonmain.com
Follow us & @bhiveonmain
Hours: T-F 11-5 • Sat. 10-4

Brenda’s Barks in Bows by Brittany

91O.814.O255

2O West Ivey Street
Lillington, North Carolina

Brittany Lewis
Owner ~ Groomer

barksinbowsbybrittany@yahoo.com

102 East Front Street • (910) 893-2654 | www.lillingtonnc.org

Established in 1903, Population 3,681

102 East Front Street • (910) 893-2654 | www.lillingtonnc.org
Assistant Town
Manager
Lisa Young

Mayor
Glenn McFadden
Board of
Commissioners
Marshall Page, Mayor
Pro Tem
Dianne Johnson
Rupert Langdon
Neil McPhail
Tim Stephens
Town Manager
Joseph Jeffries

Management Analyst
& Town Clerk
Alicia Gregory
Police Chief
Frank Powers
Fire Chief
John Bethune

Public Works Director
Ashley Wimberly
Parks and Recreation
Director
William Baker

Got Pain?
Pain? Anxiety
Anxiety?
?
Insomnia
Insomnia?
?
Try CBD Oil Products!

Planning &
Inspections
Joshua Perry
Youth Services
Director
Christy Norris

1232 N. Main Street • Lillington, NC 27546
910-984-1441 • www.ahouseofhemp.com

LILLINGTON BREWED
CRAFT BEER
6

W

IVEY

984-289-7011
STREET, LILLINGTON ,
27546

NC

HOURS:

Hair Salon | Med Spa | Skin Spa | Massage Therapy

SUN/TUES - CLOSED
WED/TUR - 5:30P-10P
FRI/ST - 1P - 11P

LETS

STY

CONNECTED :

Blue Monkey
Children’s
Consignments

26 West Front St • Lillington • 910-984-1205

910.984.1220
thebluemonkeycc@gmail.com
Blue Monkey Children Consignments

Open and Shut
A total of 626 new business licenses
in Harnett County were recorded with
the state between March 2020 and
January 2021; 82 requests to dissolve
businesses were also filed, according
to the North Carolina Secretary of
State website.

Amigos Express Auto Parts, Coats
Shelton’s Martial Arts, Coats
Donna’s Country Kitchen, Coats
Bourbon Street Bar & Grill, Lillington

CLOSED
Phat Daddy’s Sports Bar & Grill,
Dunn
Paisano’s Pizzeria, Dunn
Brass Lantern Steak House, Dunn
Coats Barber Shop, Coats
The Pass it on Shoppe, Coats
Coats Automotive, Coats

OPEN
Afterburner Cigar Company, Lillington
Starbucks, Dunn
Grandma B’s Doll Boutique, Dunn
City Electric Supply, Dunn
Showpiece Customs, Dunn
Southernly Place, Dunn
Joy by the Pound, Harnett County
Capital Ford, Lillington
Ashley Furniture Distribution Center,
Four Oaks
Paradise Pools and Spas, Dunn
Paleteria Reyes Ice Cream Shop, Dunn
Fluffy Tails Grooming, Coats

KEPT
For all of the businesses that struggle on, that adapted to survive and
keep fighting to provide needed products, services and jobs — thank you.
There are too many of you to mention
here, but we honor your grit, determination, ingenuity and priceless value.

Design
Build

NGS : AWNINGS :
& Metal :
& Metal• FabricAwnings
•
Standing
Seam
ng Seam • Fabric
& Metal
• Canopies
opies
• Standing Seam
• Canopies

Install
Service
SIGNAGE:

SIGNAGE:

• Channel
Letters
• Digital
• Channel
Letters
• Digital
Signage
:
LED Signs
• Cabinet
Signs
LED Signs
• Cabinet
Signs
• Channel Letters • Church
• Church
Signs
Signs
•
School
Signs
• Church Signs • School Signs
• •LED
Conversions
• Digital LED Signs
School
Signs
SIGNAGE:
• LED Conversions
• Cabinet
Signs Letters
• LED Conversions
• Channel
• Digital

LED Signs • Cabinet Signs

AWNINGS :
•• Fabric
Church
Signs • School Signs
& Metal
• LED
Conversions
• Standing
Seam
• Canopies
2785 US Hwy. 301 N, Dunn, NC 28334

Hwy. 301 N, Dunn, NC 28334

Phone 910-892-5900

2785 US Hwy. 301 N, Dunn, NC 28334

Dunn, NC 28334
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Phone 910-892-5900

Phone 910-892-5900
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Ronnie’s
Berry Farm

LOCATION: 18409 N.C. Highway
210, Angier, NC 27501
HOW LONG IN BUSINESS: 8 years
NAMES OF OWNERS AND/OR
MANGERS: Ronnie and Linda
Fish
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES: 2
NAME AND BUSINESS POSITION/
TITLE OF PERSON FILLING OUT
QUESTIONNAIRE: owner
How has the COVID-19 pandemic
affected your business?
Less people came out due to
this being a pick-your-own fruit
farm. Less people got out of cars
and came into the general store.
We sold less juice and jellies.

Did you do anything different
this year because of the virus?
We encouraged people to pick
SIGNAGE:
berries in their own family
groups and stay on
• separate
Channel Letters • D
rows. We met people at their
LED
cars and gave them
berrySigns • Cabinet
baskets and instructions
[onSigns
the
• Church
• Schoo
new safety protocols].

• LED Conversion

What innovative or outside-ofthe-box features or steps did your
business take to make it through
this pandemic? Or how are you
rebuilding?
We continued with the same
business ethics [we’ve always
had] — be courteous and
respectful to all people and
encourage them to return again.
And we allowed children to play
on our play set.

2785 US910-892-5900
Hwy. 301 N, Dunn, NC 28334
Phone

Phone 910-892-590
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Saluting our heroes
behind the mask
By EMILY WEAVER
Managing Editor

T

he nurses, doctors and support staff at Harnett Health worked around the clock to
care for the sickest of COVID-19 patients during the pandemic. The health care group
that operates medical offices and Betsy Johnson and Central Harnett hospitals,
was the first to get vials of the vaccine when it began trickling into Harnett County in
December. After inoculating its frontline workers, health care professionals opened
vaccination clinics up to members of the public. As of Feb. 5, Harnett Health gave 8,112
vaccines to some of the county’s most vulnerable. This section is dedicated to them — our
heroes behind the mask.

HEROES

behind the mask

Dr. Scott Brown and Harnett Health’s Emergency Department team.

Community Residential Supportive Services
Home Health, Inc.

Golden Years nursinG Home

manaGed bY libertY HealtHcare manaGement

NPI: 1972656577
* Personal Care
* Private Duty Care
* Alzheimer’s
* Dementia Care
* Companion/Sitter Care
* Respite Care
* CAP-DA & CAP-C
* CAP - CHOICE

(910) 230-0066

www.crsshomehealth.com
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Caring with
Excellence for
Over 50 Years.
Specializing in
Rehabilitation and
Tracheostomy Care
7348 North West Street
P.O. Box 40
Falcon, North Carolina
Phone: 910.980.1271
Fax: 910.980.1141

HOMETOWN
MEDICAL
Newly opened January 2021!
We started in the midst of a pandemic and want to make sure
the community of Harnett County and surrounding areas remain
safe and healthy, we are able to do that by continuing to provide
primary care for acute and chronic medical needs.

Monique Torres PA-C, Owner
Supervising physician, Dr. Marcelo Perez-Montes,
is located remotely for consultation

We see all ages from newborn on up
We Specialize in:

• Women’s Health • Diabetes • Mental Health • Chronic Care Management
Accepting United Healthcare, Medcost, Ambetter, and currently working with
BCBS, Medicare/Medicaid, Humana, Aetna, Cigna, and Tricare

130 Pine State Street, Suite C • Lillington, NC 27546
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HEROES

Central Harnett’s OBGYN staff.

behind the mask

A registered nurse at Harnett Health’s
Birthing Center.

Teresa Womack, a registered nurse
and manager of infection control at
Harnett Health, is seen at her desk.

Harnett Health’s Pediatrics staff.

Betsy Johnson Hospital’s emergency department staff.

Harnett Health’s Pharmacy team.

Dr. Beverly Yearwood, far right, stands with the nursery
staff at Harnett Health.
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HEROES

behind the mask

A registered nurse at Harnett Health’s
Birthing Center.

Harnett Health’s environmental services and facilities staff.
Dr. Frank Tortora

Dr. William Kizer

Dr. Kevin Khoudary

Dr. Kevin Perry

The Board Certified Urologists of AUNC represent Decades of commitment to Urologic Care.

As one of the largest urology specialty groups in North Carolina, AUNC has offered exceptional and innovative
urologic care to the residents of Harnett County and its surrounding areas for over 13 years. Currently AUNC has
convenient offices in Clinton, Dunn, & Clayton as well as five other locations in the Wake County area.

We offer expertise across all areas of Adult & Pediatric urology including:
Women’s Health
• Stress Incontinence/Urinary Incontinence
• Urinary Tract Infections
• Cystocele (Dropped Bladder)
• Hematuria
• Kidney Stones
• Interstitial Cystitis
• Vaginal Vault Prolapse
• Neurogenic Bladder/Voiding Difficulty
• Bladder Cancer Screening and Treatment

Wake
Johnston
Harnett
Sampson

Men’s Health
• Prostate Cancer Screening and Treatment
• Testicular Cancer
• Benign Prostatic Hyperplasia (Urololift®)(Rezum®)
• Prostatitis
• Erectile Dysfunction
• Kidney Stones
• Vasectomies
• Bladder Cancer Screening and Treatment
• Male Infertility/Vasectomy Reversal
• High Intensity Focused Ultrasound (HIFU)

We Specialize in Minimally Invasive Robotic Surgery
Apex
(919) 758-8677

Brier Creek
(919) 390-3970

Cary
(919) 467-3203

Clayton
(919) 863-9424

Clinton
(910) 592-7129

Dunn
(910) 892-1068

Raleigh
(919) 758-8677

Wake Forest
(919) 554-8539
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Dr. Thanuja Puchakayala
Internal medicine

Dr. Sanford Hawkins-Rivers
General surgery

All ages welcome
Accepting new patients
10 providers

Dr. Tommy Chang
General surgery

Serving Harnett, Johnston
& Sampson counties since 1979

Call today!
BensonHealth.org | 919.894.2011 |

Dr. David Allison
Radiology

Dr. Beverly Yearwood
Pediatrics

Cory Hess
President, CEO

Your Best
Friend’s Doctor!

Whether your pet is in need of standard care or instant
emergency assistance. you can rely on Vetcare for Pets
Animal Hospital. Our team takes great pride in catering to
pet owners throughout Dunn. NC; Benson, NC; Fayetteville,
NC; and beyond. Thanks to our experienced and versatile
staff. it’s never been easier to keep your animals in tip-top
shape.
If you would like to schedule an
appointment. Don’t waste another
moment. Contact our friendly physicians
today. We’ve established a warm and
welcoming atmosphere at our local facility.
So your pets will always feel at ease.
Our veterinarian clinic offers innovative
treatment options with a smile!

Vetcare for Pets Animal Hospital
1165 East Cumberland Street, Suite 100 Dunn, NC 28334

910-980-0692

Dr. Olalekan Folarin
Internal medicine

Hours of Operation
Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 5:00pm • Friday: 8:00am - 10:00pm
Saturday: 8:00am - 12:00pm • & 3:00pm - 10:00pm • Sunday: 3:00pm - 10:00pm

HEROES

behind the mask

Dr. Varshaben Songara
Internal medicine

Harnett Health’s operating room and post-anesthesia care unit staff

The Next
Best Thing
to Home!

Amy Pope
Pharmacist

• Clinical Services
• Rehabilitation
• Therapy Services

711 Susan Tart Road
Dunn • 910-892-8843
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Harnett Health’s Health Information
Management staff

Your Community • Your Wellness • Your Health
ALL PEOPLE MATTER

Newton Grove
Spivey’s Corner
Medical • Dental • WIC
Behavioral Health • Pharmacy
3331 Easy St.
Dunn, NC
Tar Heel
Medical • Pharmacy • BHS
16526 NC Hwy 87 West Tar
Heel, NC
Ocean Isle
Dental
1525 Ocean Isle Beach Rd.
Suite 2 Ocean Isle Beach, NC
Shallotte
Medical • Behavioral Health
341 Whiteville Road NW
Shallotte, NC
Dublin
Dental
73 Dixon St.
Dublin, NC
Harrells
Medical
194 Tomahawk Hwy.
Harrells, NC

Penderlea
Medical • Dental • BHS
5531 Eleanor Roosevelt Lane
Willard, NC
McGee’s Crossroads
Medical • Dental • WIC
Behavioral Health • OB/GYN
70 Crape Myrtle Dr., Suite 104
Benson, NC
Smithfield
Medical
Medical Arts Pavilion
507 Brightleaf Blvd., Suite 209
Smithfield, NC

MEDICAL SERVICES*

Primary Medical Care • Primary Pediatric Care • Comprehensive
Women’s Health Services • Prenatal Care • Maternity Care • Physicals
• Immunizations • Diabetes Care • HIV/AIDS Care • Digital x-ray
• Laboratory Referrals • Pharmacy • Patient Health Portal • Mail Order
Pharmacy (EagleMeds)
COVID Testing Available

DENTAL SERVICES*

Dental Care • Extractions • Cleanings • Fillings • Referrals

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES*

Substance Use Treatment • Inpatient Services (Men Only) • Outpatient
Services (Men and Women) • Intensive Treatment Program • Transitional
Housing • Counseling Services • Psychiatric Services

Salemburg
Medical • Dental • WIC
500 S. Fayetteville St.
Salemburg, NC

WIC SERVICES*

Bolivia
Medical • Behavioral Health
4311 Old Ocean Hwy
Bolivia, NC
Clinton
Building Bridges
306 Beaman St.
Clinton, NC
Walk-in Crisis Center

We offer services for all of your family’s health care needs
with compassion, quality services and personalized care.
CommWell Health is an award-winning “Service Excellence Health Care Provider” serving the communities of
southeastern North Carolina.

Nutrition Education • Breast Feeding Education • Screenings • Referrals
* Not all services are available at each location. For care after hours, please call your local
CommWell Health Practice directly. If you need emergency services after hours call 911 or
go to the nearest emergency room.

Call us today for an appointment and
experience CommWell Health...
QUALITY CARE AT
REASONABLE PRICES.

877.WELL.ALL • 877.935.5255
Call for an appointment today!

No Health or Dental Insurance?
Ask about our Eagle Care Discount Program.

www.commwellhealth.org

FAMILY PRACTICE
ANGIER MEDICAL SERVICES
185 Rawls Road
Angier, NC 27501
(919) 331-2477
COATS MEDICAL SERVICES
25 N. Johnson Street
Coats, NC 27521
(910) 897-6423
Buffalo Lakes Medical Services
1619 Buffalo Lake Road
Sanford, NC 27332
www.myharnetthealth.org

INTERNAL MEDICINE
LILLINGTON MEDICAL SERVICES
7 E. Duncan Street
Lillington, NC 27546
(910) 814-1212

DUNN MEDICAL SERVICES
803 Tilghman Drive, Suite 100
Dunn, NC 28334
(910) 892-1091

PEDIATRICS
PREMIERE PEDIATRICS
802 Tilghman Drive
Dunn, NC 28334
(910) 892-4248
and
716 S. 10th Street
Lillington, NC 27546
(910) 892-4248

SPECIALTY CARE
General Surgery
HARNETT SURGICAL ASSOCIATES
803 Tilghman Drive, Suite 200
Dunn, NC 28334
(910) 892-1550

Obstetrics/Gynecology
HARNETT OB/GYN
608 Tilghman Drive
Dunn, NC 28334
(910) 892-4092
Harnett Health Orthopaedics
& Sports Medicine
716 S. 10th Street
Lillington, NC 27546
(910) 893-4041
Cancer Center at Central Harnett
215 Brightwater Drive
Lillington, NC 27546
(910) 984-3080
Harnett Health Wound Care Center
803 Tilghman Drive, Suite 300
Dunn, NC 28334
(910) 230-7858

Harnett Health Breast Care Center
716 Tilghman Drive
Dunn, NC 28334
(910) 894-1000 ext. 5000
Harnett Health Ear, Nose, and Throat
805 Tilghman Drive, Suite A
Dunn, NC 28334
(910) 230-7801

Matthew A. Daka,
MD, FACC, FSCAI

Kathleen Vassaur,
FNP-C

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Manesh Thomas,
MD, FACC, FSCAI

Benjamin Blaschke,
PA-C

William “Bill”
Morrozoff, FNP-BC,

Clinical & Consultative Cardiology
Chest Pain Evaluation, Diagnosis & Treatment
Arrhythmia Management
Echocardiography & Stress Echocardiography
Stress Testing & Nuclear Stress Testing
Preventative Cardiology
Enhanced External Counterpulsation (EECP)
Cardiac Catherizations, Coronary Angioplasty & Stents
Radial Heart Catherizations, Angioplasty & Stents
Coronary Intravascular Ultrasound/Coronary FFR
(Fractional Flow Reserve)

3650 Cape Center Dr.
Fayetteville, NC 28304

Selvaratnam Sinna,
MD, FACC, FASE

Karla Medrano, PA-C

• Complex Coronary Atherectomy
(Pioneers of Coronary Atherectomy in the Region)
• Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) diagnosis & Management
• Peripheral Angiography, atherectomy & stent placement
• Varicose Vein Diagnosis and Management
• Endovenous Laser Treatment Sclerotherapy, and
Microphlebectomy for Varicose Vein Management
• Cardiac Pacemakers/Defibrillator Management
• Cardiac Resynchronization Therapy (CRT) for heart failure

910-483-0049

Our experts provide Heart and Vascular services
and are accepting new patients at all locations, including:

ELIZABETHTOWN
300 East McKay St.
Elizabethtown, NC 28337

DUNN
303 Tilghman Dr.,
Dunn, NC 28334

www.ferncreekcardiology.com

HEROES

behind the mask

Dr. Lakshman Rao and the third floor nursing staff

Fourth floor nursing staff

Lab staff at Harnett Health

Harnett Health’s supply chain staff

Central Harnett Hospital’s Special Care Unit
nursing staff

Harnett Health’s rehabilitation staff
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First Choice Community Health Centers

Our mission is to provide comprehensive primary healthcare
services, with excellence and compassion, for the entire community.

We are a caring
organization and treat our
patients with respect, dignity,
and compassion.
We also value observing the
highest ethical and professional
standards while fulfilling our
mission and vision.

“Your Link to Quality Care”

Primary Care • Prenatal Care • Immunizations • Physicals • Dental Care • X-Rays • Diabetes Navigation Program
• Senior Health Management • Fitness & Rehabilitation Center • Health Insurance Assistance • COVID-19 Testing

PATIENT EDUCATION
PROGRAMS
Wellness Center, Diabetes
Navigation Program

PHARMACY
We offer competitive pricing and
huge discounts, 340B Discount
drug program

CARE CLINICS
Health insurance assistance,
Sliding fee discount program,
Immunizations

Angier Medical Center
84 Medical Dr.
Angier, NC. 27501
(919) 639-2122

Anderson Creek Medical Center

Anderson Creek Family Dentistry

Benhaven Medical Center

6720 Overhills Road
Spring Lake, NC 28390
(910) 436-3194

6750 Overhills Road
Spring Lake, NC 28390
(910) 436-2900
985 NC 87 South
Cameron, NC 28326
(919) 499-9422

Lillington Health Center

Mon. thru Wed.
8:30am - 5:00pm

Thursday
11:30am - 8:00pm

Friday
8:30am - 5:00pm

Closed for Lunch Mon. - Friday 12-1pm & Thursday 3-4pm

After Hours Call (800) 673-8944

40 Autumn Fern Trail. Lillington, NC 27546
(910) 364-0970

www.firstchoicechc.org

HEROES

behind the mask

Harnett Health’s food and nutrition
staff

Harnett Health’s labor and delivery nursing staff

Harnett Health’s respiratory staff

a unique
approach to

YOUR HEALTH CARE
Services

• Normal and high risk pregnancy
• Annual exams and contraception
• Adolescent Gynecology
• Heavy and painful periods.

Harnett Health’s administration staff

Mind Body Spirit Women’s Health began offering
care as a “new” practice in 2006. Our team of physicians and clinical staff are committed to providing
comprehensive, compassionate and customized
care. We are thankful for the opportunity to provide
this support to the community and continue to
build relationships and make a difference.
Michael R. Jones, MD, FACOG
Connette P. McMahon, MD, FACOG
FIND US

910.892.2223
Hablamos Espanol

Harnett Health’s medical imaging staff

www.jonescenterforwomen.com
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Multi-specialty medical office building and fitness center.
Back & Neck Pain
Cardiac
Rehabilitation
Convenient Care

Fitness
Imaging with 3D
Mammography
Neurosurgery

Occupational
Health & Wellness
Orthopaedics

Pinehurst Surgical Providers

Physical Therapy
Primary Care
Vascular & Vein

Pinehurst Surgical Providers

Other FirstHealth services offered in Lee County include:
FirstHealth Cardiology Pinehurst Medical Clinic
FirstHealth Sanford Hematology Oncology-a division of Moore Regional Hospital
FirstHealth and Pinehurst Surgical Clinic ENT, OB/GYN and Urology

HEROES

behind the mask

Harnett Health’s medical imaging staff

Betsy Johnson Hospital’s critical care unit staff

Are you tired of suffering
from sudden or chronic pain?
Your natural
choice for help!
• Headaches
• Neck Pain
• Low Back Pain
• Disc Pain
• Sciatic Pain

Central Harnett Hospital’s nursing staff

• Sports Injuries
• Auto Injuries
• Joint Pain
• And Much More

Trust in Effective, Drug-Free Chiropractic Care
1ST

PLACE

• Chiropractic
• Acupuncture
• Spinal Decompression

• Cold Laser
• Nutrition
• Wellness Services.

Best Chiropractor & Chiropractic Clinic
in Harnett County
Over 22 years of experience serving our patients
407K East Jackson Blvd. • Erwin, NC

910.892.1119

www.bradhamchiro.net

Central Harnett Hospital’s nursing staff

Certified Chiropractic Sports Physician

David L. Bradham, DC
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Working in the valley of death’s shadow
By ELIOT DUKE

Of the Record staff

Marleigh Zacek is no stranger to
tragedy.
Zacek, the chief nursing officer at
Harnett Health, started her career in
an emergency room more than two
decades ago and learned how to handle
the specter of death.
What Zacek and so many others in
the health care profession experienced
in 2020, however, took its toll as the
COVID-19 pandemic worsened.
“Being an emergency room nurse,
I’ve seen a lot of death,” Zacek said.
“You have tragedies and people who
die and you can kind of compartmentalize that and get through it. But this
year, there have been several times
when I had to be in a room holding
the hand of someone who is dying because the family can’t be in there with
them. You’re having it on FaceTime
and it’s very difficult.”
With the pandemic in its eighth
month and winter less than three
weeks away, Zacek said the hotspots,
once only seen in larger cities, were
everywhere, including Harnett County. While PPE supply isn’t the concern
it was months ago, the workforce supply line is. Zacek often found herself
filling in over a period of weeks in
November as sickness and turnover
caused staff shortages during a time
when hospital workers were needed
more than ever.
“Back in March everyone was kind
of worried about how we would get
the supplies needed. The biggest
shortage is actual workforce, nursing
staff, ancillary staff. That really is
across the state what every hospital is
experiencing right now,” Zacek said
in November. “We are very nervous
about the holiday. It’s projected to be
a lot worse in between Thanksgiving
and Christmas and right after Christmas.”
When the pandemic struck the
county earlier this year, Zacek said
state-mandated restrictions aimed
at keeping hospitals from getting
overrun helped limit the number of
patients. But as people started getting
out more and interacting with family
and friends, the number of COVID-19
cases were on the rise in the fall.
“... We are becoming overwhelmed,”
Zacek said. “You have a lot of people
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who are fatigued. They’re tired of being away from each other and distancing, mask wearing and that sort of
thing. We do have colder weather so
people are a little bit tighter together.
You have people who want to be together. The rate of transmission just
goes up because of that. What we’re
seeing is you’re getting family members who have gotten it from other
family members. They may have been
at a funeral together or a birthday
party together or a wedding together,
those sorts of things.”
Harnett County became particularly susceptible to staffing issues
due to its location. Zacek said larger
metropolitan areas and hospital systems can supplement their workforce
through the addition of travel nurses
and agencies, but rural communities
lack similar resources.
“We can’t afford that,” said Zacek.
“Back in March, when you had
hotspots in New York City or New
Orleans, we were able to mobilize a
group of people and send them there
to help. Now that the hotspot is everywhere in the United States, nobody is
able to pick up and go help. Everyone
is just trying to be very creative. Unfortunately, we may have to see you
in the hallway or a little cubby area
— whatever we can do to take care of
our community.”
As staff shortages increased, Harnett Health initiated an “all hands on
deck” approach. That went for Zacek
as well.
“It doesn’t matter what title your
job might be, if you’re able to take
care of patients and you’re a nurse,
we’re taking care of patients,” Zacek
said. “We’re just trying to do what we
can because this is our community.
We want to take care of our patients
and you would want that if it was
your family that lived here. I’ve been
consistently [filling in] since the beginning of November.”
Zacek’s early background centered
around emergency rooms, which
made decisions she’s faced when
dealing with loved ones even more
difficult. All too often, family members watched helplessly as a loved one
died in isolation due to the contagious
nature of the coronavirus. Telling
people they couldn’t be with a loved
on in their final hours went against
everything Zacek experienced before

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Harnett Health’s Chief Nursing Officer
Marleigh Zacek stands with a donation of
Subway sandwiches outside the hospital.
the pandemic arrived.
“For me, that’s probably been the
hardest thing,” said Zacek. “In the
emergency room, we let all the family
come in and be with them, so having
to make these decisions has been
very difficult. It’s not like we don’t
want the family to be at the bedside,
of course we want them there, but I
can’t let the family come in and get
exposed.
“No one goes into the medical field
thinking like you’re not going to be
able to help everybody.”
Hospital workers continue the fight
against COVID-19 and Zacek hopes
the community remembers them.
All of them.
“I always tell the public, thank
them,” Zacek said. “Anybody who
works in a health care facility, whether it’s housekeeping or respiratory,
it’s not just the nurses and doctors, it
takes everybody to make our hospital
run. Housekeepers have to go clean
up the rooms so we can turn the room
over and get more patients in. The
respiratory therapists are the ones
dealing with the ventilators and the
oxygen. Always thank the people who
work in health care.”
Most nurses expect to experience
certain tragedies at some point
during the career. COVID-19 is proving to be an experience few could
have prepared for, even for the ones
expecting it.

Lillington
350 Pine State St
Lillington NC 27546

Mission Statement

Our mission at Neurology & Pain Management Center is to enhance
patients' quality of life through a decrease in pain and improvement
in the ability to enjoy daily activities. We accomplish this by taking
an integrated approach to pain management, providing consultation
and treatment to individuals with both acute and chronic pain. Each
patient is prescribed an individually tailored treatment plan after
having been thoroughly evaluated by our skilled staff.

Services
Treatment for Neck and Back Pain • Pinched Nerve
Acute Pain • Chronic Pain • Injury Related Pain
Arthritis • Joint Pain • Migraines • Tension Headaches
Multiple Sclerosis • Dizziness • Seizures • Stroke
Sleep Apnea • Other Sleep Disorders • Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

Benson
325 S. Walton Ave
Benson NC 27504
Sanford
1212 Central Dr Suite 101
Sanford NC 27330
Morrisville
6402 McCrimmon Parkway
Morrisville NC 27560
Fayetteville - Ramsey St
5511 Ramsey St Suite 200
Fayetteville NC 28311
Fayetteville - Oliver St
1291 Oliver St
Fayetteville NC 27304

For appointments please call (910)491-2744 • Referral Fax (910)-491-2903
www.neurologyandpain.org

Valley Radiology
Meet Our Team of Subspecialized Radiologists

Harry Ameredes, MD

David Allison, MD

Demir Bastug, MD

George Binder, MD

Fred Caruso, MD

Bruce Distell, MD

Richard Falter, MD

Max Faykus, MD

David Fisher, MD

Gretchen Green, MD

Jeffrey Kotzan, MD

Thomas Meakem III, MD

Murali Meka, MD

Walson Metzger, MD

Ali Nasim, MD

Ellie Pack, MD

Prasad Patel, MD

Tereza Poghosyan, MD

Richard Roux, MD

Pratish Shah, MD

James Shearer, MD

Bryan Swilley, MD

Grant Yanagi, MD

Terri Zacco, DO

Mark Zalaznik, MD

Lisa Hutchison, PA

T.J. Beach, PA

Gerald Crist, PA

Vascular & Interventional Clinic

Peripheral Artery Disease • Angiogram/Stent Placement • Varicose Veins
Uterine Fibroids • Biopsies • Spinal Compression Fractures

Angier Imaging Center

CT • MRI • Ultrasound • X-Ray/DEXA • 3D Mammography • Breast/Thyroid Biopsies

Expertise Makes the Difference
Vascular & Interventional Clinic | 910.486.5700 | 3186 Village Drive, Suite 201, Fayetteville, NC 28304
Angier Imaging Center | 919.331.2001 | 169 Rawls Road, Angier, NC 27501
Visit us at www.valleyradiologync.com for additional services
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A closed swing set is wrapped in caution tape at Al Woodall Municipal Park in Erwin in March. All
local playgrounds closed in response to North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper’s stay-at-home order.

M

Pulling together even
when we were apart

any people spent a lot of time at home in 2020 due to the pandemic and the stayat-home orders, shuttered schools, roped-off playgrounds and remote-working
that came with it. But that time away from school or the office or playgrounds,
inspired acts of kindness, improvements and ingenuity that united a scattered community.
From park improvements and neighbors helping neighbors to 10-year-olds out to make a
difference and a bored college student who started running for a cause – this is how we
survived 2020. This is how we pulled together, even when we were apart...

Community
coming to northern
Harnett, 73
A family’s
dream, 75
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determined, 79
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2020 brings new ways to enjoy
outdoors for county residents
BY DONNELL COLEY
Sports editor

Though 2020 wasn’t much fun for
anyone lucky enough to survive it,
Harnett County was able to shed some
positive light through the community
using widespread parks and recreation
enhancements.
Here’s a recap of the most noteworthy additions and upgrades.

Woodall Park
DAILY RECORD PHOTO/ DONNELL COLEY

Al Woodall Municipal Park introduced
the Dr. P.K. Vyas splash pad in Erwin
during last November’s ribbon-cutting
ceremony. The PARTF project also includes improvements to the park’s
baseball fields, which are fully functional and open to the public.

s
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Ten years passed since the last upgrade unveiling at Al Woodall Municipal Park in Erwin, but that changed the
morning of Nov. 5 as a ribbon-cutting
ceremony welcomed a brand new
splash pad and improvements to two of
the park’s baseball fields.
“This is a pretty big win for the Erwin community,” Erwin Town Manager Snow Bowden said of the estimated
$679,000 project that was primarily

Pizzeria

~ Greek and Italian Food ~

1415 West Cumberland Street • Dunn, North Carolina 28334
910-892-0122 • Monday - Saturday 10-10
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backed by a Parks and Recreation
Trust Fund grant and approved in
December of 2019. “This park is very
important to the town ... and we want
to offer as much as we can to our residents and kids of all ages.”
The Dr. P.K. Vyas splash pad is the
second to surface in Harnett County,
accompanying one at Dunn’s Tyler
Park. Erwin’s version is equipped with
16 fixtures that include everything from
above-ground dump buckets to underground fountain nozzles and is expected to open to the public this May.
Meanwhile, representatives from
Carlie C’s IGA were also on hand to
celebrate their naming-rights pledge
for the park’s most popular playing
surface.
Field No. 2 received its first upgrade
in 20 years last summer and now
features brand new vinyl fencing and
six state-of-the-art Musco LED lights.
Erwin Parks and Rec Director Doug
Stevens says it will continue to be used
for local rec league games and county
championships in the upcoming spring.
The old lights from the field were
moved to Field No. 4, ensuring lights in
every corner of the park.

Tart Park
Clarence Lee Tart Memorial Park
in Dunn also received somewhat of a
facelift in 2020.
An estimated $2.97 million project,
that includes the addition of two new
softball fields and a brand new control
tower overlooking all four ball fields,
was about “55% finished” last August
following its groundbreaking in February.
“It’s an overall improvement of the
neighborhood. Parks add value to overall quality of life,” said Brian McNeill,
recreation director for the city of Dunn
Parks and Recreation.
Then, the control tower was bare and
featured electrical wiring hanging from
the ceiling inside, and dirt surrounding
its brick exterior outside. Now, the tower is nearly operable and sits on cement
walkways that make a path from field
to field.
The front portion of the park will be
home to a brand new soccer field. Small
See Outdoors, Page 58

Protecting Your Tomorrows...

Today

With comprehensive insurance
protection from a trusted team
of professionals, it feels good to
know you’re never alone. Trust our
experience, financial strength and
proven commitment to our policy
holders for the quality coverage and
the peace of mind you deserve.
Call today for a free consultation and
rate quote, and be sure to ask about
our money-saving umbrella policies!

For ALL Your
Auto, Home, Life and Business Insurance needs
Barefoot Insurance Agency
102 S Railroad Street
Benson, NC 27504
Phone: (919) 894-3310
Toll-Free Phone: (877) 265-7097
Fax: (919) 894-8716

Robert Pleasant Insurance

1110 W Harnett St,
Dunn, NC 28334
Phone: (910) 892-1030
Mon - Fri: 8:30am – 5:00pm
www.erieinsurance.com

OUTDOORS
Continued from Page 56
outdoor fitness centers are to be posted
along the walking trail, and guests can
also enjoy a nine-hole disc golf course
that will be set up throughout the park.

Cape Fear Shiner Park
On Nov. 2, another ribbon-cutting
ushered in the county’s newest fun
zone, Lillington’s Cape Fear Shiner
County Park.
Two baseball/softball fields, a canoe/
kayak launch access and 3 and 1/4
miles of multi-surface walking trails
are a few of its features. The project
is part of a greenway network that
intends to facilitate traffic through the
town easier, connecting park attendees
to various parts of Lillington including
the U.S. Highway 401/421 bridge.
With plans dating back to 2013, half
of the $800,000 project was funded by
a Parks and Recreation Trust Fund
grant, which the county matched to
complete the financial backing.
Construction, mainly in-house, started in 2018 but was twice interrupted
by natural disasters in the form of two
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Tart Park’s control tower, as seen in January, is near completion and should be
ready for the public to use this spring.
devastating hurricanes.
Also available to the public now are
two viewing decks, one that overlooks
the Cape Fear River and another that

Celebrating 76
Years in Business
Complete In House, On-Site
Jewelry Repair Department
We guarantee our work to your
satisfaction. Our Goldsmith has
over 45 years of experience!
Appraisals • Watch Repair • Clock Repair
Custom Design • Engraving • Pearl Restringing

Synchrony Financing
& Layaway Available

overlooks a small beaver pond. A sand
volleyball court, additional restrooms,
a playground and picnic shelter are
among the final additions.

LETT’S FULL
TREE SERVICE
• REMOVAL
• TRIM
• STRUM
• GRINDING
• SKID STEER
• INSURED

Free Estimates
1307 West Cumberland Street • Dunn • 910-892-1827
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Life-changing 48 hours results
in food pantry donation
Money raised enough
to buy 4 tons of food
By ELIOT DUKE

Of the Record staff

Cole Long found himself in a rut of sorts.
COVID-19 sent students home from East
Carolina University early, leaving Long isolated
like so many others
living under quarantine
Long
measures.
Long, 20, used the
time for self-reflection as he looked
back on his life over the past two years
since he graduated from Harnett Central High School.
“It’s been very lonely to say the
least,” Long said. “I went off to college
and did the same thing a lot of other
people do — I didn’t really do anything
but eat and hangout. I got lazy and
I really was not heading in the right
direction in terms of health.”
In his downtime, Long started reading “Can’t Hurt Me” by David Goggins, a former Navy SEAL known for
ultra-marathons that push the human
body to extreme limits. Going through
all of Goggins’ challenges inspired
Long to take his health more seriously
and refocus his energy on getting back
into the same shape he was in when he
ran cross country and played basketball at HCHS.
Long decided to take on the 4x4x48
challenge, which required him to run
4 miles every four hours for 48 hours,
totaling 52 miles.
“I started reading this book in the
last week of April and it completely
changed my mindset on how to be
whoever I wanted to be,” said Long.
“After reading it, I decided to put
everything else aside and focus on
running and getting back to where I
was. This is a challenge inspired by
[Goggins]. It’s one of the things he
does to train for his ultra-marathons.
I figured if he could do that, I could do
this.”
Long also wanted the challenge
to mean something beyond simply
getting himself back into shape. On

May 30, Long set up a GoFundMe page
with the hopes of raising $1,000 for the
Harnett Food Pantry. By the time Long
finished his last mile on Sunday night,
his page raised $1,577.
“It’s something local that I can support,” Long said. “I know that there
are a lot of families that have been
affected in the area by COVID-19. That
is something I can directly support
as someone who has lived in Harnett
County his whole life. It’s nice to be
able to do something like this and give
back.”
Carolyn Cox, executive director at
Harnett Food Pantry, credited Long
with following in his grandparents’
footsteps and continuing their commitment to community support.
See Donation, Page 61

Southern Trowel Trades

Call Danny Lee

910-891-9758
Masonry & Concrete Work • Footings
• Foundations • Patios • Driveways
• Dump Truck Work • Gravel • Hauling • Etc.

Edgerton Memorials, Inc
Monuments and Markers

807 South Clinton Avenue
P.O. Box 398 • Dunn, NC
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Bourbon Street Bar and
Grill is inspired by the New
Orleans French Quarter
offering amazing authentic
cajun and creole cuisine,
traditional New Orleans
cocktails and an atmosphere
that will make you say,
“Laissez les bons temps rouler”
(Let the good times Roll)!
It is the perfect place to enjoy
time with family, a special
someone, old friends or even
make new ones!

Monday-Friday: 11am - 9pm • Saturday: 5pm - 9pm • Sunday: 5pm - 9pm

Call for all your catering needs!
410 Pine State St. Lillington, NC 2754 • 910-893-4161
www.bourbonstreetbarandgrillnc.com

DONATION
Continued from Page 59
“I’m very impressed with Cole,” said
Cox. “His grandparents (Linda and
Frank Long) are longtime volunteers
at the pantry and fine examples of
Christian community leaders. Cole is
a brilliant and industrious young man
who is physically fit and took it upon
himself to challenge himself to raise
money for the food pantry this weekend. I’m very appreciative of him.”
Through its relationship with the
Food Bank of Central and Eastern
North Carolina, Cox said the pantry
can purchase more than four tons
worth of food from Long’s contribution. Long found it hard to wrap his
mind around the sheer amount of food
his effort provided for those in need.
“Honestly, it’s a little overwhelming
to think that I was able to bring enough
people around to raise this much money and Carol is going to be able to buy
that much food,” Long said. “It’s overwhelming to think that many people
are going to be able to be fed all because
I decided to run for 48 hours.”
Long’s outreach continued a trend

McMillian
Insurance Services
Della McMillian

Independent Life Insurance Agent
• Whole Life and Term Life
• Children’s Policies
• Critical Illness
• Term Life with a Return of
Premium

910-658-6187

Dunn, NC 28334
della55@embarqmail.com
Call today for a quote.

of young people stepping up to help
out their fellow neighbors. A.J. Gilbert,
a 12-year-old sixth-grader known for
unique birthday requests, presented
Cox with a $580 donation he raised
from selling tie-dyed shirts. The duo
met two years earlier when Gilbert held
a birthday party where guests brought
nonperishable food instead of presents.
Five high school graduates from Cox’s
church also spent time volunteering at
the pantry.
“We have had a strong outreach from
young people,” Cox said. “I think that’s

a reflection of these young people’s
parents. It’s just been wonderful that
they continue to reach out in their college years and how they’ve taught their
younger siblings and other children. It
all goes back to being raised in a community where people look after each
other. I think sometimes people lament
the younger generation but I am very
hopeful.”
With his rut behind him, Long can
look back at his journey and know that
he helped a lot of people over those
life-changing 48 hours.

101 W. Harnett Street
Dunn, NC

910-891-4500
harnettcountyhabitatrestore@gmail.com
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At Cromartie-Miller Funeral Home, we take our
commitment to your family personally. We value your trust
in us, and it is our honor to help you through your time of
sorrow with compassionate service, professional guidance and
a dignified tribute to your dear departed loved one.

No Two Of Us Are Alike.
A Memorial Service
Should Reflect That.

CROMARTIE - MILLER
FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
DUNN

Proudly Serving the Community for more than 110 years.

910-892-2077

CromartieMiller.com

Pint-sized philanthropist makes big impact
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Mallory Adams stands with some of the supplies she raised to deliver to homeless shelters in December.

Mallory Adams is seen here with her
mother, Latorius Adams. They are both
active in helping their community.

By EMILY WEAVER
Managing editor

Mallory Harris loves to give. She’s
on a mission to help those around her
— remembering the forgotten and
loving the lonely.
She’s brought cheer to residents at
nursing homes and, in November, she
raised $300, filling three boxes full of
supplies for people in nearby homeless
shelters. Friends and family from as
far away as New York donated to her
Thanksgiving cause.
“Our family has donated as well,”
said Amy Barfield, who leads Mallory’s Girl Scout Troop 4893 with
Michelle Trautman in Wake County. “I
fully support what she’s doing. I think
that’s amazing.”
Mallory is only in fifth grade. She’s
10 years old, going on amazing.
“She’s clearly one of the leaders in
our troop and she is extremely smart,”
Barfield said. “With the stories that
she tells, she really makes you think
about issues and things going on in the
world and seeing things from a different perspective.”
Mallory’s mission to serve began
with her mother, Latorius Adams.
See Impact, Page 65
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Let Us Help You Find
Your New Home!
Pam B. Johnson Broker, Realtor

®
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919-550-1882 Fax
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11125 Cleveland Road
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Jan L. Norris
Cell: 919-868-0158
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www.JanNorris.ReMaxAgent.com

Wayne Barbour
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(910)892-3185 • Cell 910-514-3594
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Serving Harnett & surrounding
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Lindsey Elmore Godwin

RealtorJohnWayne@gmail.com
Serving Buyers & Sellers in Harnett,
Johnston, Sampson & Wake Counties
“With a Servant’s Heart!” (Matthew 20:26)

John Wayne…
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Lib Smith
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Cell: 919.820.1036
Fax: 910.892.9999
lindsey.elmorerealty@gmail.com
www.elmorerealtync.com
You get MORE with ELMORE!
Elmore Realty
109 South Ellis Avenue
Dunn, NC 28334

libsmith@embarqmail.com

Direct: 910-892-4973
Office: 910-892-3123 Ext. 121

2004 W. Cumberland Street • PO Box 730
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IMPACT
Continued from Page 63
With a group of friends, the two
started visiting the elderly in nursing
homes with teddy bears and gifts on
Valentine’s Day five years ago.
Their purpose was to show love to
those often overlooked.
“We want to redefine what it is
to take care and visit the elderly in
nursing facilities to show compassion, focus on their strengths and the
contributions they have made to the
history of our communities and families,” Adams told The Daily Record in
2017.
Those early acts of compassion
stuck with Mallory. And when
COVID-19 walloped this year, the
pint-sized philanthropist decided she
wanted to do something for another
group of people often overlooked —

the homeless.
“I’m interested in helping the community in general, not just like where
you live,” said Mallory, who lives in
Fuquay-Varina and attends Lafayette
Elementary.
She began raising money and
donations for the homeless in November. When family and friends started
sending her money, she sent them
back receipts showing what their
donations purchased inside thank you
cards.
“People have been nicer now than
they have before,” Mallory said.
“People should be like that in general,
though.”
In December, Mallory, Adams and
a small group of friends delivered the
items to the Wrenn House in Raleigh,
which houses families with children,
the South Wilmington Street Center,
and Hilltop Home, which provides
shelter to medically-complex children
with developmental disabilities.
“We think it’s wonderful that
Mallory has the passion to do things
for others,” said Johnnie Mae Adams, Mallory’s great aunt. “She’s her
mom’s only child and she’s trying to
make a difference in the lives of others. We’re very pleased at what she’s
doing.”
Even though Mallory is a Girl
Scout, she isn’t doing this for a badge.
“This is actually something she’s
doing on her own,” Barfield said.
“This is something she and her
mother are spearheading themselves
and it doesn’t surprise me in the least

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Mallory Adams, a student at Lafayette Elementary, stands with supplies delivered to area homeless shelters in December.
because Mallory is just an exceptional young person.”
Mallory’s family couldn’t be prouder.
She “has a compassion for everyone,” her great aunt said. “She
doesn’t like to see anyone in need or

to see anyone in lack. I know that
Mallory will probably be an advocate
for justice and an advocate for poverty. ... She will be an advocate for
the poor because she wants better for
them... And what’s most important is
that she loves Jesus.”

Trust

It’s as plain and simple as that. We are the oldest and most
experienced pest control company in Harnett County
and you know you can rely on us to take care
of your home environment just as though it were our own.

Ask us about encapsulated crawl spaces
Celebrating 66 Years of Service • Where Honesty Counts!

819 Stewart St. • Dunn
910-892-7438
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813 S Clinton Ave,
Dunn, NC 28334
(910) 892-1765
www.fastlubeofdunn.com
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of Serving Harnett County
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Massive reach of a 10-year-old difference-maker
By EMILY WEAVER
Managing editor

Rilyn Kerley started tagging along
with her mother on outreach projects
at a young age.
“She was probably ... [in] kindergarten, maybe 5 or 6,” said Melissa Kerley,
Rilyn’s mother and a member of the
Dunn Junior Woman’s Club. “She was
always fun to tag along with.”
Rilyn helped Kerley with community
cleanups and sold lemonade to raise
money for the Dunn United Ministerial
Association’s Food Pantry.
Last year, she “ended up just grabbing things out of our pantry and little
trinkets out of her room, like pens and
notebooks and little stuffed animals,”
Melissa Kerley said. “She threw it all
in a Ziploc bag and just put stickers
all over it and that’s kind of how it all
started. She wanted to pass those out.”
Now Rilyn is 10 and, with the support of her parents, has made service
projects a monthly mission dubbed
“Rilyn’s Reach.”
“On July 20th, Rilyn and I delivered
care packages to SAFE of Harnett
County, located in Lillington,” Kerley
wrote on a blog chronicling her daughter’s service projects at rilynsreach.
com. “Each baggie was stuffed with
toiletries, non-perishable snacks, an
activity for adults and children and
love.”
SAFE is a nonprofit that provides
shelter and support to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.
“We learned these donations will be
especially beneficial during hurricane
season,” Kerley wrote. “When storms
hit, families may be moved from one
shelter to another; the items will be
helpful during this type of transition.”
Then, Rilyn and her father volunteered their time at the DUMA Food
Pantry.
“We helped package food and load it
in people’s cars. Other members of our
church, First Presbyterian Church of
Dunn, were also there. I’m happy I was
able to help,” Rilyn wrote in another
blog post.
The pantry distributed food to at
least 80 families that day in a summer with growing food lines as the
COVID-19 pandemic trudged on.
In August, Rilyn and her mother visSee Reach, Page 69
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Rilyn Kerley sits with some of the cleaning supplies she raised for local schools in
January.
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Thankful
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friends for
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years possible.
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Your Heating &
Air Conditioning
Specialists

QA
&

Jernigan
Brothers Inc.
No. 2

LOCATION: 1005 W. Cumberland St.,
Dunn, NC 28334
HOW LONG IN BUSINESS: 25 years
NAMES OF OWNERS AND/OR MANGERS: Lynn and Glynn Jernigan
NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES: 3
NAME AND BUSINESS POSITION/
TITLE OF PERSON FILLING OUT
QUESTIONNAIRE: Lynn Jernigan,
partner and co-owner
How has the COVID-19 pandemic
affected your business?
Once COVID-19 started, cars
were hard to get and prices went
up. We had a big car lot with few
cars, which did not make good
financial sense, so we downsized
our car lot and moved to a smaller location with fewer cars. The
expense of this move was costly,
but allows us to better serve our
customers.

Heating HVAC

Service & Repairs

Air Conditioning

Equipment and Supplies

Duct Systems

Contractors

On Call Technicians After
Hours

Maintenance Agreements

Unit Installation

And More

All our representatives are highly experienced and waiting
to assist with any of your heating and air conditioning
issues - large or small! Contact us today!

JM
&

Heating &
Air Conditioning, Inc.

724 Turlington Road
Dunn, NC

910-897-5501

Did you do anything different this
year because of the virus?
Because of our age and the
virus, our objective is to keep
everyone safe. We are practicing
the 3-W’s with ourselves and our
customers. All is well and we have
now received our COVID-19 Pfizer
shots. We are customer-oriented.
What innovative or outside-ofthe-box features or steps did your
business take to make it through this
pandemic? Or how are you rebuilding?
Unlike most small businesses,
we did not borrow money to stay
afloat. We cut business expense
and hours for our employees, but
no one was laid off. As our customers learn our new location and
car prices become more in-line to
what they should be, we will increase employee hours and things
should return to normal. We are
getting a lot of repeat business
customers, which means they
remember the good and fair treatment they have and will receive
[here]. Repeat business means a
lot to us.

REACH
Continued from Page 67
ited Harnett County Animal Services
“to provide animal shelter donations.”
“Rilyn has worked hard this month
by saving her chore money, watering flowers and collecting mail for a
neighbor while [the neighbor was] out
of town and by making and selling
Rainbow Loom bracelets,” Melissa
Kerley wrote in a post on Aug. 26.
“She loved the animal shelter because she loves animals,” she said.
A month later, Rilyn was heading
with her mother to the UNC Children’s
Hospital in Chapel Hill.
Rilyn had been a patient there in
2014 after suffering second-degree
burns from a curling iron at a wedding.
Six years later — on the same week
as in 2014 — Rilyn returned to bring
goodie bags, filled with toys and the
comforts of home, to the hospital’s
young patients.
“I want to help the homeless and
people in need,” Rilyn says on her
website. “I want to make a change in
the world.”
In November, mother and daughter
collected child and adult diapers to
assist a family through the Harnett
County Division on Aging.
“We’ve received a lot of donations
just from family and friends,” Kerley
said. “It’s amazing how people are just
trying to help her.”
And in the process they’re helping
others — many others. Her family is
proud.
“She has the biggest heart and I
mean she loves doing this,” Kerley
said. “I hope she continues to love her
community and to love other people
and just provide for others.”
In December, Rilyn packaged gift
bags of socks, gloves, Chapstick, lotion
and personal cards that were given to
70 seniors in the Dunn area. Word puzzle books, Bibles, devotionals, coloring
books and colored pencils were also
given to the seniors through the Dunn
Senior Enrichment Center.
In January, Rilyn raised cleaning
and sanitizing supplies for three local
schools: Harnett Primary, Wayne
Avenue Elementary and Dunn Middle
schools.
“Rilyn’s efforts were supported by
donations and a fundraiser organized
by a family member who desired to
assist her with her outreach project,”
Kerley wrote in a Jan. 31 blog post.
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Ten-year-old Rilyn Kerley holds her
Aussiedoodle named Piper. One of the
organizations she helped in August was
the Harnett County Animal Services.

Della Shiree Love Creech put herself
through college with a few small
scholarships and while working. She
graduated in June from Campbell
University. She joined the U.S. Air
Force Reserves, and worked in logistics before climbing the ranks to
photojournalist and staff sargeant.
She is the daughter of Gerald and
Brenda Creech of Harnett County.
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Power of Prayer: Chief Prince comes home
By ELIOT DUKE

Record staff writer

FUQUAY-VARINA — Chris Prince
needed a miracle.
That’s what doctors told his family as
the chief of Northwest Harnett Volunteer Fire Department laid in a hospital
bed, breathing through a ventilator,
battling for his life.
Prince contracted COVID-19 in early
August and embarked on a nearly twomonth-long fight that shook a family
and a community, testing their faith in
a way only the possibility of death can.
“There have been many times during
this battle that we did not think we
would return home,” Brandy Bailey,
Prince’s daughter, said.
Through all of the touch and go
moments in August and September,
Prince’s family, including the extended one at the fire department and the
surrounding community Chris dedicated his life to, prayed for his recovery,
often holding large vigils in hopes of
seeing the man they cared for return to
health.
“He was very sick,” said Lauren
Butts, wife of Northwest Harnett
Assistant Chief Steven Butts. “We held
a prayer vigil on Aug. 11, about two
days after he went into the hospital. We
gathered with our fire family and his
family and spent the evening praying
for him. It was so stormy that night and
when we began to pray everything just
settled down. We prayed really boldly
and specifically for his physical needs
and we have continued to do that.”
All of the prayers and vigils and
quiet hopes for his recovery paid off
at the end of September when Prince
arrived back at the Northwest Harnett
fire station to a crowd of excited people
who believed the day would come.
Prince returned to Fuquay-Varina
in style as several fire trucks and law
enforcement vehicles escorted his SUV
back from Wake Med Hospital. The
caravan lapped the station’s headquarters, passing fire engines from nearly
a dozen neighboring departments,
before circling back around to family
and friends waving signs and expressing their love for the man commonly
referred to as “Papa Chief.”
“Today was a great day,” Prince said.
“God is so good. The support from the
people and the support for me and my
family, the prayers, it’s all been overPAGE 70 | Community Yearbook 2021
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Landis and Presteigh Prince welcome home ‘Papa Chief’ Chris Prince.
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Melody Clark holds 3-year-old Dallas Clark as they welcome home Chief Chris Prince.

whelming. It’s just been amazing, the
people who have reached out to me and
my family. It’s been overwhelming.”
Prince, one of the department’s
founding board members, played a vital
role in bringing the fire station to the
community. Prince and several others,
after recognizing a need for fire services
in that part of Harnett County, started
the department in 1990, often training in
fellowship halls or gravel parking lots.
As years went by and the station grew,
so did Prince’s reputation in the community and his profession. Fire departments develop special kinships amongst
each other and the number of visiting
trucks proved Prince’s reach extended
beyond Fuquay-Varina.
“I’ve had people not only from across
the county but from across the state and
beyond, sending stuff and support and
prayers,” said Prince. “The power of
prayer is what has got me through and
got me home.”
The reunion provided the news everyone around the Northwest Harnett
community hoped for.
“Being able to bring Daddy home
from the hospital today is truly a result
from God hearing and answering so
many prayers that have been prayed
for him over the past two very long
months,” Bailey said on Sept. 30. “The
work of God is just amazing. To see Daddy exit the doors of the hospital today
and the outpouring of love and support
shown for him all along the way home
from Wake Med Hospital and waiting for
him when he came home was absolutely
incredible.”
In addition to the visiting fire departments, county dignitaries also found
time to welcome Prince home. Sen. Jim
Burgin and Harnett County Sheriff
Wayne Coats both showed up to show off
their support and congratulate Prince
for a successful, albeit challenging, bout
with COVID-19.
“When this happened and I got word
of it, we had a prayer vigil and that just
showed the love and compassion people
have for that man,” said Coats. “He has
the same for the public. He’s a good
Christian man and it shows right here
in how he is respected in this community and among the fire community. I’m
so thankful he’s come through this and
will be able to be here with us and be
able to look out for his folks.”
The turnout, Burgin said, was a
reflection of the love the community has
for Prince.
“Chris is just a great guy,” Burgin
said. “He’s been my friend for a long
time. He’s very community-minded. So
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Signs welcome home Northwest Harnett County Fire Chief Chris Prince after his
long battle with COVID-19.
many of these guys do this for no pay
and just because they love this community and what it means to them. They
wanted to make sure their neighbor’s
home and businesses were protected.”
When the prospects of Prince returning home improved from a chance to
a likelihood, Lauren and Steven Butts
went to work organizing his homecoming celebration. The couple worked tirelessly on the phones to reach as many
people as possible, knowing the turnout
to celebrate Prince’s recovery would
draw a relieved and appreciative crowd.
“Chris Prince is just an amazing
human being,” said Lauren Butts. “It
goes outside of this fire department. We
are family friends, community members
and their family is so very dear to us.
He was very sick and things weren’t
looking good. It was touch and go for
a couple of weeks. As time got closer,
and we saw it would be a reality to
bring him home, we knew we had to do
something. Seeing folks from all different places not even in our county who
wanted to support him, it was a good
response. It feels really good.”
Chris Prince needed a miracle. A
community needed their Papa Chief
back. The reunion answered a lot of
prayers.

Designer
clothes
at a
fraction
of the cost

205 N wilson ave, Dunn, NC 28335
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JOHN HIESTER CHEVROLET OF LILLINGTON

YOUR DEALERSHIP
FOR LIFE!™

Our Certiﬁed Technicians are ready to service your vehicles,
from maintenance to repairs! Looking for a change?
Test drive our new or Certiﬁed Pre-Owned Chevrolet models,
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1,200 home community coming to northern Harnett
By ELIOT DUKE

Of the Record staff

DAILY RECORD PHOTO/ELIOT DUKE

From left, Fuquay-Varina Mayor John Byrne, Harnett County Commissioner Lew
Weatherspoon and Sen. Jim Burgin join representatives with Greenfield Communities for a groundbreaking ceremony.
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As the Triangle region continues to
grow, developers are looking to Harnett
County as the next frontier.
A master-planned development called
Serenity, is expected to bring 1,200
homes and modern-day amenities to 550
acres of land tucked off of Piney Grove
Rawls Road in the Fuquay-Varina area
of northern Harnett.
“We could not be more excited about
breaking ground here at Serenity,”
Matt Brubaker, president of Greenfield
Communities, said in November. “We
can’t be more excited about the impact
it’s going to have. I think a lot of people
just see a bunch of homes, but what
they don’t understand is that Cary was
a little bedroom town community. With
rooftops came retail and with retail
came commercial and office and with
that came massive economic influx into
the area.”
Serenity is expected to incorporate
a “farm” theme throughout, featuring
ball fields, a 3,700-square-foot clubhouse,
a Junior Olympic outdoor swimming
pool, a post office, a hammock park,
outdoor yoga platforms, a dog park,
a courtyard, a children’s playground,
numerous pocket parks, open space and
miles of nature trails. Parts of the trails
will wind along Hector Creek.
Brubaker also said Serenity planned
to feature an active adult section for residents 55 and up. Home construction is
expected to begin within the next year.
“This is a big investment in the county,” Sen. Jim Burgin said at the groundbreaking in November. “I’m always
thrilled to see people invest in Harnett
County. The things I always remind people that we have to deal with is children
and traffic. We have the utilities and
we can deal with the water and sewer,
the land is here and this is great for the
economy, but the related issues will be
our jobs to deal with.”
Brubaker said they saw N.C. Highway 55 and U.S. Highway 401 as main
corridors for growth in the county —
growth that is making its way towards
the Lillington Area.
Brubaker featured expected growth in
Harnett County when talking about the
decision to develop in Fuquay-Varina.
Greenfield saw N.C. Highway 55 and
U.S. Highway 401 as main corridors for

*North Carolina Farm Bureau® Mutual Insurance Co.
*Farm Bureau® Insurance of North Carolina, Inc.
*Southern Farm Bureau® Life Insurance Co., Jackson, MS
*An independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

Real service. Real people.

See Home, Page 74
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growth in the county that is making its
way towards the Lillington area.
“We’re excited to be a small part of
it,” Brubaker said. “We saw where the
growth was going and we saw where the
main corridors were going and we just
did some studies. We asked people, we
asked realtors, we talked to residents
in different areas about what it is with
this area that draws you to it. It has that
feel of home and all that combination ...
this is a wonderful opportunity to create
something special.”
Greenfield founder Yang Song praised
local officials for working with his
developers and creating a welcoming
environment for growth.
“This is such a wonderful area and
it has such a rich history,” said Song.
“The elected officials gave us really good
guidance and we have no worry. This is
a well-planned community and it will be
six or seven years for the whole development. We want this to be a destination.”
Fuquay-Varina Mayor John Byrne,
who is no stranger to dealing with the
effects of growth, said the county will
need to keep addressing school construction and other issues related to
traffic and turning lanes into the new
community, but the overall impact to
the area is a positive one.
“It’s going to be a very nice development for the northern end of Harnett
County and this whole region,” Byrne
said. “It will make a big difference in
Fuquay-Varina. There are a lot of things
people don’t recognize or realize, but
schools are going to continue to be more
and more important as you bring more
people into Harnett County. That’s one
thing Wake County struggles with is
schools. Harnett County will do the
right thing and work hard to get those
amenities in place. You have to be patient and work with the commissioners
to get those things accomplished. This is
a big deal.”

Even a pandemic couldn’t stop this family’s dream
By ELIOT DUKE

Record staff writer

ERWIN — COVID-19 dashed many a
dream in 2020.
A family’s persistence combined
with Habitat for Humanity’s possibilities on Sunday, Aug. 2 to deliver a rare
bright spot in an otherwise dreary
year.
Habitat for Humanity of Harnett
County culminated a multi-year effort
of a young couple chasing a dream of
their own by presenting the Morris
family with a set of keys that opened
the door to a new future.
“This is what it’s all about,” Habitat
President Judy Crisp said. “To get to
experience someone having a home
that they can enjoy, we’re just so
excited.”
With a hot sun beating down on
their new Rosemary Street home,
Demany and Fredrika Morris stood
at the doorstep surrounded by community leaders and supporters of the
couple’s achievement. Mike Blackmon, executive director of Habitat for
Humanity, handed the determined
mother of three the final piece of a
puzzle she started putting together
two years ago.
Fredrika embarked on her journey
after hearing of the Habitat for Humanity program from a co-worker. Her
introduction to the process revealed a
complex labyrinth of paperwork, requirements and obligations a working
mother needed to find time for in an
already hectic schedule. But she found
the time.
“It feels great,” Fredrika Morris
said. “I always felt like there was
nothing I can’t do. I just knew I had
to have the faith to get it done. My
store manager at Lowe’s referred me.
I got to looking at the paperwork and
thought if that’s all it takes is to fill all
that out it was worth it for my family
to have a house. This is something
I never thought was possible. It’s a
dream come true.”
When 2020 finally came and with the
finish line in sight, the Morris family
faced one final obstacle — COVID-19.
The global pandemic disrupted schedules everywhere, including those
wanting to volunteer for Habitat for
Humanity in helping get the family
moved in. With her options limited,
See Dream, Page 77
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Mike Blackmon, executive director of Habitat for Humanity of Harnett County,
presents Fredrika Morris with the keys to her family’s new home in Erwin as
Zachariah, left, and Demany, right, Zayden and Zoey look on.
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DREAM
Continued from Page 75
Fredericka relied on the drive that got
her this far and was determined to do
whatever she needed to get her family
under their new roof.
“I’m so glad it’s finally over,” she
said. “I can’t wait to start moving in.
The virus slowed us down because
we couldn’t (have) many volunteers. I
didn’t think we’d be able to finish with
the virus and everything. It was just
me pushing my friends and family to
come out here and help me.”
Habitat for Humanity of Harnett
County once again achieved its mission of providing affordable housing
through community partnerships with
a focus on faith-based relationships.
The application process requires a
family to volunteer with the organization and learn how to manage their
finances.
“You’ve got (to) make a certain
amount of money,” said Blackmon.
“You have to have a credit report and
no criminal history. From there, it’s a
different step process you go through.
They have to put so many sweat equity
hours into the building of the house
themselves. It’s a lengthy process but
when you get down to the very end,
this what you have: a dedication. We
had a great family involved.”
As a father, Demany Morris said the
new home gives him something to pass
on to this children, who now can grow
up under a stable roof with more space
to spread out.
“It’s been a long journey,” Demany
said. “We found out about this program
and signed up for it. There’s a lot of
paperwork but it really was a smooth
journey for us. It’s such a joyful feeling
to have something to stand on. Having
that thought in the back of my mind is
a real good feeling. Every moment was
worth it.”
Zachariah Morris, 14, already looked
forward to an easier time in the morning thanks to the improved bathroom
experience.
“I’m thrilled to have more space,”
said Zachariah. “It’s crazy that nobody
has lived here and we’ll be the first
ones to live in the house. I like the
bathroom. It’s double-sinked so in the
morning I won’t be in such a rush. My
sister can be on one and I can be on the
other.”
COVID-19 left a lot of damaged
dreams in its wake in 2020. The Morris
family wasn’t one of them.
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The Morris family, clockwise from top left, Fredrika, Demany, Zachariah, 5-yearold Zayden and 9-year-old Zoey sits on the front steps of their new Erwin home
on Rosemary Street in August 2020.

Born and raised in Dunn, NC
I am incredibly blessed to
serve our wonderful community
with the help of buying and
selling Real Estate.
My passion for helping
people achieve the American
dream of homeownership
drives my business.

Thanks for voting me second best Real
Estate Company 2020 and Best Real
Estate Agent 2 Years in a row!!

ashleyrebarker@gmail.com • 910-890-0800
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Global pandemic or not,
she was determined
McNeil gets
diploma at age 67
By EMILY WEAVER
Managing editor

Burnell McNeil, born the first of 10
siblings to Bessie Mae McLean Price
in Dunn, never finished high school.
“I had a big family when I was growing up. I had to work in the fields,”
she said. “I had six sisters and three
brothers. So I had to help mom take
care of them.”
She learned to cook and bake biscuits by the age of 10. She was washing diapers, raising siblings, cleaning
house and picking cotton by the time
10th grade rolled around and she
officially left school to help her family
full time.
But she never gave up on her education.
“Wherever I’ve been through life,
Florida and different places, I’ve been
trying to go back to school — every
state I’ve been in,” she said. “It was
something in my mind all my life.
No matter where I was, I would go
to night school. I would go to night
school and try to finish.”
But other things got in the way —
work, family, life, obligations, responsibilities. Until 2019 year.
McNeil retired from Southbend, a
restaurant supply store in Fuquay-Varina, after more than 21 years on July
14, 2019.
“... I decided to go back to school,”
she said.
She started working on her diploma
through Central Carolina Community
College. Everything was working out
— until COVID came along. But she
wasn’t going to let a once-a-century
global pandemic stop her.
“I was just determined even in the
pandemic when they shut the schools
down, I was still determined to finish,” she said.
On Oct. 29 — at the age of 67,
McNeil reaped the rewards of her
labor. She earned her High School
Equivalency diploma and received a
scholarship voucher to continue her
education.
Her interest was piqued in the

courses she took. She plans to use the
voucher to study computers and math,
she said.
“I know a little bit about computers,
but not enough.”
Several supporters congratulated
McNeil on her achievement, including her husband, Dennis McNeil, and
their adopted daughter, Winter.
“My husband doesn’t say much, but
he said, ‘I’m so proud of you.’” That
meant a lot.
Burnell McNeil says she’s happy
and is looking for something else to do
after checking off the biggest task on
her to-do list for decades. She’ll continue her education, stay active in her
church and continue to help Winter
and other friends with their classwork.
“I’m just trying to further my education and stay in the Lord,” she said.
“My main thing is to see where he’s
going to send me to next.”
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1-919-894-3131

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Burnell McNeil stands with the High
School Equivalency Diploma she earned
at Central Carolina Community College
on Oct. 29.

Four Oaks Location
5820 US Hwy 301
P.O. Box 605
Four Oaks, NC 27524

1-919-963-3117
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FILE PHOTO/ILLUSTRATED CURRENT NEWS

This archived image from the Illustrated Current News on Oct. 18, 1918 advised people of things they could do to prevent influenza.

Current illustrations on how to prevent
catching or spreading COVID-19 are a
bit different as seen here in this graphic from the N.C. Department of Health
and Human Services.

AP FILE PHOTO/NATIONAL MUSEUM OF HEALTH AND MEDICINE, ARMED
FORCES INSTITUTE OF PATHOLOGY

In this 1918 file photograph, influenza victims crowd into an
DAILY RECORD PHOTO/ELIOT DUKE
emergency hospital at Camp Funston, a subdivision of Fort Riley in Kansas. The flu, which is believed to have originated in Hundreds wait in line for a vaccination at Central Harnett
Kansas, killed at least 20 million people worldwide.
Hospital on the morning of Jan. 19, 2021.
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PHOTO/HEALTH BULLETIN

This cartoon was featured in the 1919 issue of the Health Bulletin published by the
North Carolina State Board of Health. The text in the cartoon says, ‘THE WAY
NORTH CAROLINIANS DO IT AT HOME: During the epidemic last fall and winter
13,644 North Carolinians laid down their lives to a ‘spit-borne’ disease – influenza!’
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Dogs get
new place to
play in Dunn
By LAURA PATTERSON
Assistant managing editor

Dunn opened its very first official dog
park at 701 N. Ashe Ave. in November
and it became a hit for two-legged lovers of the four-legged kind.
The park is located across from
Westfield Baptist Church and near the
Dunn-Erwin rail Trail.
There are 12 parking spaces at the
park, including handicap, and two
fenced-in areas for unleashed dogs. A
section of about a 1/4-acre is for small
dogs under 25 pounds and a 3/4-acre lot
is for dogs 25 pounds and up.
A dog wash station for large and
small dogs is at the back end towards
Ashe Avenue in a wood-fenced area.
The Dunn City Council approved a
budget amendment of $65,000 earlier in
the year to complete the park.
Assistant City Manager Mathew
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A sign marks the location of the new Dunn Dog Park at 701 N. Ashe Avenue.
Boone told The Daily Record in July
that much of the work would be done
in-house. He said about 450 feet of
fencing saved from Tart Park would be
installed by parks and rec staff, saving
the city a significant amount of fencing
cost on the overall project.
Dunn Human Resources Director
Anne Thompson hand-painted colorful
fire hydrants for the dog park.
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A pooch quinches its thirst at the wash
and water station.
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2020 marked a historic election
From staff reports

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE PHOTO/LA TIMES CAROLYN COLE

Vice-President-elect Kamala Harris and President-elect Joe Biden wave to supporters after defeating Donald Trump in the 2020 U.S. Presidential election on
Saturday, Nov. 7, 2020 in Wilmington, DE.

We would like
to thank everyone
for your kind and
loyal patronage.
“On the Sweetest
Smelling Corner”
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The 2020 presidential election made
history.
It was the first time a candidate for
president received more than 80 million
votes. It was the first time a woman and
a woman of color was elected to the
nation’s second-highest seat. And — for
the first time in American history — an
angry mob stormed the U.S. Capitol
to disrupt counts of electoral college
ballots that would certify the win.
“I was on the House floor when this
incident started,” said Rep. Richard
Hudson (R-NC). “There was a great
deal of emotion and fear. I never
dreamed I would be locked-down in the
House chamber and eventually evacuated for my safety as a mob roamed the
halls of the Capitol.”
The election season started with
long lines waiting to cast ballots on
the first day of early voting. It ended
with record voter turnouts in Harnett,
Sampson and Johnston counties.

Record turnout
In Harnett County, 70.33% of the
registered voters (57,880 out of 82,298)
cast their ballots. The total smashed
the previous voter turnout record set
in 2016 at 63.03% of voters (46,280 out of
73,420).
Johnston County recorded the largest turnout of the three with 77.13%
or 110,824 of 143,693 registered voters
casting ballots.
Johnston’s previous mark was set
in 2016 when 70.52% (86,352 of 122,451)
participated in their right to vote.
Sampson County’s 73.73% tally
equated to 28,088 out of 38,096 registered voters.
Sampson’s previous record, again,
came in 2016 when 68.91% (26,073 of
37,834) cast ballots.
North Carolina voters, as a whole,
also turned out in record numbers.
More than 5.4 million residents voted
out of the 7.3 million people registered
to do so, making it a whopping 74.56%
turnout. The total surpassed the 2016
turnout of 68.98% (4.7 million out of 6.9
million registered voters).
The contentious presidential race
brought more Americans to the polls
than ever before. A total of 158,254,475
ballots were cast for the commander-in-chief. Joe Biden won with
81,283,098 votes (51.3%) compared to

former President Donald Trump’s
74,222,958 (46.8%).

Historic decision
Biden and Kamala Harris were declared the next president and vice president of the United States in November,
but Trump wasn’t ready to concede
then, blaming the results on election
fraud and filing several lawsuits to
challenge the tallies. The country was
divided.
“We’ve got to come together,”
former Congressman Bob Etheridge,
who helped locally with the Biden
campaign, told The Daily Record in
November. “The election is over. It’s
quite obvious that there are still votes
to be counted, but I think once the
declaration is made, and ... when you
know there’s no way to win, you need
to move on.”
But many people found it hard to
move on.
Hundreds of protesters stormed the
Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.,
on Jan. 6, creating a violent scene of
smashed windows, broken doors and
anarchy in the halls of Congress.
Five people died in the insurrection as members of both chambers of
Congress scurried for safety amidst
armed guards and an angry mob. One
was a Capitol police officer. Four were
protesters.
The chaotic chapter in American history started shortly after Trump held a
rally in front of hundreds of thousands
of supporters at the National Mall
where he continued his fraud claims
regarding the 2020 election.
When the president’s rally ended,
hundreds of protesters made their way
to the Capitol Building and forcibly
gained entry, overrunning police and
storming through the doors.
“I am sickened and heartbroken by
what unfolded at the U.S. Capitol,”
Hudson said. “The violence, vandalism
and loss of an American life are shocking and go against everything we stand
for as a people and a nation.”
Members of Congress were scheduled to certify the results of the 2020
election shortly after Trump’s speech,
but delayed the procedure until later
in the evening as police attempted to
quell the insurrection. Congress eventually returned and certified Biden’s
victory.
“I returned to that House chamber to
do the people’s business,” said Hudson.
“Democrats and Republicans stood
together to demonstrate that America
is not governed by the mob. America
See Election, Page 86
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is governed by the law. I condemn this
violence and anyone on the right or the
left who resorts to violence to achieve a
political end.”

A cry for unity
Fourteen days later, Biden was inaugurated in front of the Capitol.
“On this hallowed ground, where
just a few days ago violence sought to
shake the Capitol’s very foundation,
we come together as one nation under
God, indivisible, to carry out the peaceful transfer of power as we have for
more than two centuries,” Biden said.
“As we look ahead in our uniquely
American way, restless, bold, optimistic, and set our sights on the nation we
know we can be and we must be, we’ll
press forward with speed and urgency,
for we have much to do in this winter
of peril and significant possibilities.
Much to repair, much to restore, much
to heal, much to build, and much to
gain. Few people in our nation’s history have been more challenged or found
a time more challenging or difficult
than the time we’re in now.”
Biden asked for peace and unity in
front of a scaled-down audience – for
safety reasons – and a field of flags.
“We’ve learned again that democracy is precious,” he said. “Democracy
is fragile. And at this hour, my friends,
democracy has prevailed.”
But the jury was still out on that as
January rolled into February.
“The new presidency really feels like
taking a fresh, deep breath of new air
for me,” Andrey Avila told The Daily
Record. “Feels like that feeling when
you come out of the water after diving
into it — trying to hold your breath as
long as you can. I am both really curious and excited to see what the next
four years will look like for [the] USA.”
Travis Carter said that although he
will pray for Biden’s success, he still
believes the election was “rigged.”
“In my opinion, COVID was used to
create a mail-in ballot flood that was
mostly fraudulent and in well known
heavy democratic cities, they used
them to get enough votes the week
after the election,” he said at Broad
Street Deli, a day after the inauguration.
Brent Norris had a different take.
“My dependency is on Jesus, I know
He puts people in power, and His will,
will be done,” he said. “I’m holding on
to him in control no matter who is in
power.”

Great Reasons

to call Brent Adams

Personal Injury • Social Security • Workers' Comp • Bankruptcy
We love our clients and are passionate about working hard to get them top dollar for their claim.

Testimonials
Dunn injury lawyer Brent Adams took my injury case as soon as
I came in to talk with him. I was in a North Carolina car accident
and broke my femur. He sat down and talked with me and
made sure he got all the information correct. He then put Todd
Beckham on my injury case and Todd made sure everything was
taken care of. Todd called me every week to make sure I was
doing okay and to keep me updated on my case. After everything
was settled, they moved quickly to get me my money. Thank you
for all your help.

Let us Fight for all of your needs
910-888-8888 Free initial case review
Ask for a Free report on “How to handle your Claim”

- Amber Swope
Erwin, NC
We can't begin to thank you and Sheila Chavis enough for all
that you have done. You have made this very long journey a little
easier to deal with. I know at times you probably wished that I
would stop emailing you and asking so many questions. As you
know, I am the worrier in the family! Thank you for your patience
and guidance through all of this. Thanks a million!!!

- Kenneth and Shirley Faircloth
Coats, NC
Working with Raleigh personal injury attorney Brent Adams has
been great. All of the office staff have been helpful and very nice.
Monica has been very helpful in assisting me with my North
Carolina accident case.

- Michelle Spearman
Angier, NC
I have known Dunn injury attorney Brent Adams for many years
and used Mr. Adams to help me with an accident several years
ago. He did a great job for me. Mr. Adams has helped my family
and the community. My friends, my family, and myself trust him
and his staff. They are always helpful and really care for their
clients.

- Benjamin Fairley
Dunn, NC
Brent Adams & Associates are representing me in a citronella
candle explosion which took place in my back yard during the
summer of 2012. Without the expertise of Brent Adams, Jeff
Martin and the other associates, I would have never known the
full extent of my right to claims. Thank you Brent Adams and all
the associates working to recover what I am rightfully entitled to.

- Cory, Kim And Family
Lillington, NC

119 S Lucknow Sqare, Dunn, NC
Linea Hispana Directamente

919-820-6975
www.brentadams.com
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