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BLAST OFF...

Launch your Financial Future 
with a checking or savings account.

bankprospect.comApply Online Today!
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

MKT-5894L-A-A1  AECSPAD 

Congratulations, 
graduates!

Gregg A Whitkanack, CFP®, CLU®, 
AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

119 East Washington St 
Paris, IL 61944 
217-465-5484

Chrisman
121 S Pennsylvania 
Chrisman, IL 61924

(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

Danville
110 N. North Street
Danville IL 61832
 (217)-443-5315

Marshall
1408 N. Michigan Ave.

Marshall, IL 62441
 (217)-826-1110

www.longviewbt.com

As you turn the page 
to the next chapter, we 
hope you find success, 

satisfaction and meaning 
in your future endeavors. 

Good Luck 
in High School

“COUNTRY Financial®” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family of affiliated companies (collectively, “COUNTRY”), which include COUNTRY Life 
Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, and their respective subsidiaries located in Bloomington, Illinois.

802 N. Main St.
Paris, IL

217-465-8320

804 N. Main St.
Paris, IL

217-465-1020

Mark
Gladding

Jim
Blue

Dan 
Phipps

AUTO     HOME      LIFE      BUSINESS     RETIREMENT

We’re here for all your milestones in life.

Congratulations
8th Graders

GOOD LUCK 
IN HIGH SCHOOL!

               

       Accounting & Tax ServiceAccounting & Tax Service

Sales - Service - Rentals

1-800-252-2089
www.culligan.com

914 18th St.
Charleston, IL

Congrats
8th Graders 

on your
accomplishment!

1977 S. Central Avenue, Paris, IL  61944
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116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Charlie Wieland, PharmD

The Sky’s 
the Limit
We wish you soaring success 

in High School! 

Happy 8th Grade 
Graduation!

ASHER & SMITH
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1119 N. Main St. • Paris, IL • 217-465-6444

Now that you’ve graduated 8th grade, High School awaits! 
We know you’ll reach great heights of success, and we wish you all 

the best as you start this exciting new chapter in your life.

Best Wishes & Congratulations



6      217-921-3216      PRAIRIEPRESS.NET              THE PRAIRIE PRESS    SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023       MAYO MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADUATION

ELLIOT BONESTEEL

LAYLA BUDDE

KAIDENCE EVELAND

CHARLIE BLACK

NATHAN FONNER

MACY BICKNELL

MADELYN FRANK

ETHANIEL BROWN

MATTALYN CARTER

REBECCAE FRENCH

KIPTON BRADFORDABIGAIL BALDWIN

TERRENCE CLINE

MASON BARRETT CARTER BRINKLEY

JONATHAN CABLE GRAYSON CRAFFETS LELAND EVARDALIYAH DORAN MEYAH ENGLAND

OLIVIA GALE HARRISON HAYSCHRISTOPHER GANN MARIAH HALE

TESSA HUBBELL

OWEN JONES

BENJAMIN LUCAS

MIRANDA HOGAN

LOGAN LUDINGTON

VIRGIL HENSON

ABIGAIL MARSHALL

KOLTON INGRAM

ADDYSON KOLLMAN

OLIVIA MARTIN

HANNAH HUDDELSONKEAGAN HEATH

EVAN LACY

MACEY HENSON KENDALL HURST

DENNIS KEY DYLAN LAMB JENNA LEWSADERALEXIS LANDSAW ALIVYAH LANKSTER

PAYTON MASON KAMERON MORRISONWYATT MOORE MIA MOORE



SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023      THE PRAIRIE PRESS   PRAIRIEPRESS.NET       217-921-3216      7EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION

SHAE PAYNE

MASON REHMEL

PARKER SIVERTSON

ALEXANDER PAQUETTE

FAITH SMITH

KEAGAN NOEL

MYLEE STROW

AKSEL RANDOLPH

CONOR RIGDON

LYDON THOMPSON

MASYN PERRYANNA MUCHOW

ELI ROACH

IZAIAH NICHOLSON LONDON PRUIETT

KEVIN REYES-LOPEZ DAWSON RODGERS MAX SCOTTOLIVIA ROLLINGS ALEX SANDERS

CARSON THRONEBURG KACEY WELLSWESTEN TRESNER GANNON WALTZ

ZAKYLON WILLIAMS

KLAIRE YORK

GRACIE WETZEL

SOPHIE YOUNG

STEVEN WEST

ASHLYN WOODYARD

KALEB WELLS

CAMDEN YANTIS

KALIE WELLS

ANNA WILLIAMSON In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848

Turn your dreams into plans 
& your plans into adventures. 

Good Luck 
at PHS!!

Love,
Mom, Suzi, Abi, Briggs & Stephani
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MCKENZIE ENGLUM

EMMA KRAEMER

KRISTIAN MILBOURN

MORGAN COOMBES

STORM MILLER

CARTER COCHRAN

BRAYLEN MILLS

JOCELYN JEWELL

CORMACK KUGLIN

MASON MUELLER

IAN HOULTANDRE CALHOUN

AIDEN LAWSON

BRAYLON CHRISTIAN MADOX HUTCHINGS

CASSIUS KUGLIN LINCOLN LIVESAY AADEN MEANSALYSSA MARTIN ABIGAIL MCCONKEY

AYDON ORNDORFF LILY REEDBRODY QUINN PAISLEY REED

ISABELLA SUNKEL

CHANDLER WILLMOTH

TINSLEY SEARS

TRIPP WILSON

RORY SCHOPMEYER

MYLI TAPSCOTT

ELY RIGDON

ADELYN TRAPP

COY ROMERO

SKYLER SWEET TRACE WALLACE

BRENTTON STARRSARA STALEY

GAGE WHITE

SAGE SIMPSON

SHAYN WHITE

EVA SMITH

MADISON WHEELER-RHOADS

GAGE WRIGHT ALYSON WYRICK LILY WYRICK JACIE YOUNG KAILEY YOUNGGABRIELLA YOUNG
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Congratulations
Zoey!

Love, Mom, Greg, Zoey, Papa, & Yaya

We are all so very proud of you, keep reaching 
for the stars! The sky is the limit, we will be 

right here cheering you on.

Congratulations Madox Hutchings 
on all your achievements both academically and athletically at Crestwood. 

We are so very proud of you!
Good luck at PHS!!

Love you always, Nana and Papa

Crestwood PFO

We wish you continued 
success as you turn the 
page to an exciting new 

chapter. 
GOOD LUCK IN HIGH 

SCHOOL!Congratulations 
Lincoln!

Always remember, “The dirt won’t dig itself”. 
Keep working hard and enjoy every new adventure. 

Love and Mahna Mahna
Aunt Kelly
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In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848

Best of Luck at High School

May God be with you every step of the way as you continue your life’s journey!
www.lakeridgechurch.org

Love, Grandpa and Grandma Young

Congratulations
on your graduation from Crestwood.

Proud of you,
Gammi

GOOD LUCK at PHS and ENJOY!

We can’t wait to see what all 
you accomplish in high school.

Love, Mom, Dad, Kaitlyn, Mama, Grammi, and Grandpa
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LANGSTON BURNS

JAYSE CLINE

ELLIANA DELP

ANDRE BURNS

FIONA DENNIS

CHASE BRADY

NATHANIEL DUNCAN

JAMESON CEARLOCK

MATTHEW CORBIN

MATILYN DUZAN

WESLEY BURRESSALEK ARNOLD

NEVAEH COUCH

MYAH BOYD CAYDENCE CARRIER

TEMPERANCE COMSTOCK AVA DAILY MCKENZIE DAVISKAYLEE DAUGHERTY DANIELLE DAVIS

KAYLE EDWARDS LILLIAN EVARDNYA ENGLEDOW LAUREN ENGLISH

ELAINNA GREEN

RAEGYN KENT

CALEB FULTON

CHLOE LANDRUS

KARMAN FULMER

LOGAN HANSEN

CARLY FOLEY

STEVEN HENDRIXSON

MADELEINE FOX

KYLA GUSTAFSON RONNIE HOLCOMB

EMMA GOSNELLPRESLEY GOLDSBERRY

JAYDEN JONES

INORA GARZOLINI

GARREN KEEFER

WYATT GELTZ

EVANGELINE HUTSON

SAWYER MAURER DIXIE MAYNARD BO MCFARLAND CATHERINE NAVE CARDEN NEWHARTALLIE MULLEN
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GAVAN PROPST

BOSTON ROLLINGS

HANNAH SIMPSON

CHARLEE PAYNE

RYAN SIVERLY

HAYDEN PARRIS

JOSEF STAFFORD

HARPER RICHARDSON

ALLYSANN SANDERS

DAKODA STOUT

REED RAMEYALIYAH OGLESBY

THALIA SCHMIDLIN

KHLOE PARKER TATUM REEL

LUCIE SANCHEZ PAGIE SHAFFER LILY SHOTTSBEN SHEEHY AVA SHERRELL

SHANE TARBLE ELI THOMPSON HARRISON TIPTON

FFBT.com

AS YOU MAKE THE NEXT STEP...
please know we’re behind you all the way. 
Congratulations 8th grade!

SAHARA WHITE

KIERAN WASHBURN THOMAS WEBER ALEXANDRIA WERNZ RAEGAN WERNZ DONOVAN WILLIAMS AVERY WILLIS AUSTIN WEBER

Never stop chasing 
your dreams!

Love, Mom, Kim, Mariah, Briggs, 
Ashlan, Kyle, Emmitt  & Shelby

GOOD LUCK at PHS 
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ALISON CASH

TAYLER HAPBURN

KEISHA BUDD

GRADY HILLYER

ELIZABETH BROWN

RYDER JOHNSON

JEREMY GOMEZ

EYAN KEYS

WYATT ASH JOSEPH HENRICKSELLA BENNETT AHLYSSA GARWOOD

NATHAN QUEEN ZOEY SHREEVES

NICOLAS POWELL

CHLOE THOMPSON

EMILY POWELL

KENNEDY RICHARDSON

FALLYN MCCASLAND

PAYTON SCOTT

VLYDEN NICHOLS

GARYSON RAYNOR TAYLOR WILLIAMS JUDD WOLFE

Congrats!
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COLTON DENTON

REMINGTON LAUGHEAD

EMMA WILLIAMSON

GABRIEL COE

ASHLYN WOODYARD

CHANCE CHANEY ELLE KARRICK

SHANE MILLS

AARON FENDERBREYDON BUTLER

GABRIELLA NOLEN

HUNTER CARRICO CHLOE GALLION

DYLAN LUCAS ZOLIA OLIVIERI MIKAYLA WHEELERVANESSA RAY LYNDSI SMITH

Chrisman-Scottland Junior High School graduates 

Check, credit & debit card accepted or come by the office!

Have youHave you

signed up signed up 
for digital?for digital?

DIGITAL ONLY   $34.99 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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ETHAN EDDIS

SHELBY JOHNSON

AMANDA STAGGS

TAVEN CAMPBELL

CATHERINE STAGGS

KARTER BROWN ADDISON HELSTLEY

KAHLE LEE

JAYMISON FLINTWES BAKER

LANDEN PAUGH

AUBREY BRANDENBURG BROOKELYN GOUGH

NATALIE KNOLL CARA PHILLIPS LUCIE SANCHEZADEN POST BEN SCHROCK

DAKODA STOUT JASPER SUTTON

Congratulations Chris Gann!
Good luck at PHS!!

Love, Mom, Darren, Jaden and Jacob, Ashton, 
Macy and Courtland, Morgan and Wyatt, Harper, Hadlee

 

Congratulations Jacie Young!
We are so proud of you! Keep working hard & 

remember to have fun!
Best of Luck at PHS!!

Love, Mom & Dad
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Are you a subscriber?

6-Month Subscription

EDGAR CO. ONLY          $32.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF EDGAR CO.      $42.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

EDGAR CO. ONLY          $49.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF EDGAR CO.      $64.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

 

1-year Subscription

1-year Subscription

DIGITAL ONLY               $34.99 

217-921-3216 
101 N. Central Ave., Paris  

Don’t miss a 

single edition!

PARIS KIDS MAKE MUSIC: Cline, Moody go to IMEA. 3A

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2020

$2

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 

2A

Classified 

10B

Grace 

5B

Health 

7B

History 

3B

Obituaries  

5A

Sports 

9-12A

H 42 L 34
Cloudy and a bit warmer. 2A

To share a news tip, request  

an extra copy or to advertise,  

call 217-921-3216 or email  

nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Monday-Friday

Chaplain helps 

Lakers grieve

Missing Paris 

man found dead

Measles lessons 

useful in Seattle

Faith and George 

Washington

Super snacks 

for Super Bowl

TIGERS FALL

IN LIC
TOURNEY

Latest news, 

online extras

Lakers’ chaplain Romell 

Witherspoon draws on 

Scripture in the wake of 

Bryant’s death.

GRACE, 5B

Search party finds man in 

pond on Sunday, coroner 

says autopsy results 

consistent with drowning.

NEWS, 3A

Measles outbreak last 

year made Seattle change 

its approach to highly 

contagious infections 

before coronavirus.

HEALTH, 7B

Washington was reluctant 

to share his personal 

beliefs, but he left a legacy 

of revolutionary religious 

freedom.  

HISTORY, 3B

Super Bowl food is in a 

league all its own — here 

are recipes for hearty 

favorites to fuel fans. 

C’EST LA VIE, 1B

The Paris Tigers lost to Ol-

ney and Newton and were 

eliminated from the Little 

Illini Conference Tourney 

this week, hosted by PHS.  

SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 

and have fun with us on 

Facebook! Search for The 

Prairie Press and “like” us.

Check, credit & debit card accepted or come by the office!

Have you
Have you

for digital?
for digital?

DIGITAL ONLY   $34.99 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Courthouse gets chilly

Emergency repairs needed for courthouse boiler; security tech upgrade is going well

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

Employees at the Edgar 

County Courthouse suffered 

cold offices for a time after the 

building’s boiler failed.

County board member 

Andy Patrick discussed the 

situation during the board’s 

study session Monday, Jan. 27.

According to Patrick, it is 

believed a steam line under 

the concrete floor in the base-

ment has a leak, which did 

two things. It prevented suffi-

cient heat from getting to the 

rooms on the first floor and 

also meant too little water was 

returning to fill the conden-

sate tank.  
“I think we’ve got it going 

now,” said Patrick. “We are 

heating the second floor, but 

it is still difficult to get heat to 

the first floor.”

Edgar County Clerk and 

Recorder August Griffith has 

an office of the first floor and 

he told board members things 

have improved since some re-

pairs were made. 

“The office was 64 degrees 

this morning,” Griffin said 

Monday, noting the office 

temperature earlier in the 

emergency had dropped to 

approximately 45 degrees.

A bad situation grew worse 

when water was added to the 

condensate tank to make up 

for the loss in the steam line. 

The insufficiently heated wa-

ter caused cracks in the boiler.

“The fail safe should have 

stopped the cold water, I’m 

not sure why it didn’t,” said 

Patrick. 
Additional work needing 

done involves cutting through 

the basement floor and replac-

ing the bad pipe. Patrick said it 

appears this is a repeat prob-

lem because it is obvious the 

floor has been cut before.

Board member John Chit-

tick asked about the timing 

of repairing the boiler to up-

grades currently being done 

at the courthouse as part of a 

SmartWatt Energy project to 

gain efficiencies and reduce 

operating costs. Patrick esti-

mated the new installations by 

SmartWatt are about a month 

away from going online so 

boiler repairs are necessary to 

keep the courthouse warm in 

the meantime, adding a boil-

er will still be necessary as a 

backup to extreme weather af-

ter the SmartWatt renovations 

are complete.

Patrick is also working with 

the county’s insurance provid-

er about covering some of the 

costs. He was not able to pro-

vide an exact breakdown of 

expenses since an emergency 

repair is not biddable and the 

bills are still coming in.

Another boiler incident 

occurred Monday night when 

the Paris Fire Department 

was dispatched for a report 

of smoke in the courthouse. 

According to fire department 

personnel, light smoke was in 

the building but no fire was 

present. The boiler was over-

heated and firefighters cut off 

gas and electricity to the boil-

er.
Ross Carrell, the county’s 

I.T. specialist, was present 

for the study sessions and re-

ported security upgrades with 

new and more cameras in the 

county buildings are going 

well. 
“We are trying to get the 

panic buttons coordinated 

with the cameras so when 

somebody pushes a button 

the camera zooms in and the 

jail can see what’s going on,” 

said Carrell.

In addition to the new cam-

eras and installation of fiber 

optic lines to all buildings, 

the project did a significant 

upgrade to the server running 

the system. He estimated the 

server can hold video from 

all of the cameras for a year 

before rolling over to start 

writing over old files and re-

cording new data. 

“We put a lot of storage on 

that server,” he said.

See SESSION, Page 8A

YOUNG CHEFS COMPETE IN COOKING CONTEST

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Cooking team The Four Baguettes pose with their winning dish of Italian chicken, cole slaw and fruit at the con-

clusion of the Edgar County 4-H Food Challenge. Each walked out with their pick of kitchen electronics, including 

an electric griddle and a George Foreman grill. Left to right, Maddie Wheeler, Mack Cooglin, Adelyn Trapp and Cash 

Cooglin.

4-H kids tackle Food Challenge

BY SAMANTHA TUCKER

samantha@prairiepress.net

Chicken and canned fruit cocktail 

are not foods many people would 

combine, but young cooks turned 

them into delicious dishes during a 

food challenge Tuesday, Jan. 28.  

The Food Challenge is a 4-H 

event in cooperation with the Uni-

versity of Illinois Extension office 

to teach kids about food safety and 

nutrition. It is inspired by the Food 

Network’s “Chopped,” a hit compe-

tition where chefs compete to make 

the best dish using four mandatory 

surprise ingredients. Contestants 

have a time limit and are judged on 

taste and presentation. For the Food 

Challenge, kids also identified food 

groups and earned points for food 

safety.
“Chopped” is known for its wild 

card ingredients, which meant the 

five teams of young cooks had to in-

corporate canned fruit cocktail into 

plates that also had to include bone-

less chicken thighs, red onion and 

cabbage. Organizer Maria Crandall 

explained these ingredients were 

chosen because they were common 

and would not leave kids pressed for 

time.
“Nothing that would take so long 

to cook as to impact the timing of 

the dish,” said Crandall.

See CHALLENGE, Page 8A

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

The Spice Girls came in second place at the Food Challenge with their fruity 

and savory chicken. Each girl won a miniature Crock Pot. From left, Ahlyssa 

Garwood, Alison Cash, Olivia Smith and Ella Bennett.

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The Northern 

Edgar County Ambulance (NE-

CAS) service is facing a new chal-

lenge.
Illinois has changed how emer-

gency medical response services 

are rated in order to comply with 

new federal guidelines. The ratings 

determine what services each agen-

cy is allowed to perform and what 

drugs can be administered when 

caring for patients during transport 

to a hospital.

As a result of the change, Illinois 

has eliminated the EMT-I (Emer-

gency Medical Technician-Inter-

mediate) status where NECAS was 

operating and moved the ambu-

lance service to AEMT (Advanced 

Emergency Medical Technician) 

level.
“It wasn’t anything Northern 

Edgar County did,” NECAS coor-

dinator Jeremy Neal said during the 

ambulance board meeting Tues-

day, Jan. 28. “These new protocols 

are at the national level. This is not 

supposed to be a downgrade but it 

sure feels like it.”

NECAS ambulance personnel 

have lost the ability to perform ap-

proximately seven procedures and 

administer about 10 medications 

that they were able to do in De-

cember.
Of particular concern to Neal, is 

the loss of the ability to use heart 

monitors and do manual defibril-

lation given the number of elder-

ly patients NECAS serves in the 

community at large and at Pleasant 

Meadows Senior Living. Using au-

tomatic defibrillators is acceptable.

“We know how, but we are not 

allowed to read heart monitors. 

We know how but we not allowed 

to do manual defibrillation,” said 

State 
rule 
change 
drops 
NECAS 
standing

See NECAS, Page 8A

SATURDAY,  

FEBRUARY 15, 2020
CONTACT US:

217-921-3216

nzeman@prairiepress.net
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Tigers 
take 4th 
in a row

BY JEFF CHAMBERS

& DAN DUNDAS

prairiepresssports@gmail.com

FLORA — The Paris 

Tigers seem to be putting 

it all together right now as 

Coach Chase Brinkley’s 

team took its fourth win 

in a row with a 51-37 win 

over Little Illinis Confer-

ence foe Flora Friday.

The Tigers hit the road 

Tuesday to take on the 

Charleston Trojans at Bak-

er Gym.

PARIS 57, RED HILL 32

RED HILL — After 

taking down their Route 1 

rival Chrisman on Satur-

day and crossing state lines 

to squeeze past West Vigo 

Tuesday, the Paris Tigers 

boys team made it three in 

a row in a demonstrative 

win on the road against the 

Red Hill Salukis Wednes-

day night, 57-32. 

The rescheduled game 

from an earlier January 

cancellation didn’t deter 

the Tigers, as they have 

corrected themselves after 

a five game losing streak 

with three in a row, giving 

them a rare conference 

road win in the LIC. 

Paris Coach Chase Brin-

kley took time to recognize 

the positive mental aspect 

of the game. 
“It’s definitely easier 

when shots are falling as 

they have been for the past 

few games,” Brinkley not-

ed. “Hopefully now we un-

derstand that they are fall-

ing because we are getting 

inside out look, so those 

hosts we are taking are bet-

ter shots for us.” 

The Paris backcourt tan-

dem of Mason Hutchings 

and Garrett King scored 

half of the Tiger points, 

netting 15 and 13 respec-

tively. 
King was hot from the 

outside with two three 

pointers in the first quar-

ter, while Hutchings put 

in two scores and Jude 

Sullivan netted some free 

throws. 
Paris took their score of 

19-0 into the second with 

scores across the board 

with Conor Breneman get-

ting a three pointer. Coy 

Landrum and JR Brinker-

hoff added baskets. 

The Salukis struggled 

offensively for most of the 

game, facing a 30-16 deficit 

at halftime. For the game 

Red Hill made five three 

pointers, accounting for 

nearly half their point total. 

Hutchings had a strong 

third quarter with seven, 

with more scores from 

King. Preston Porter got 

into the scoring column in 

the fourth. 
The Salukis only man-

aged four fourth quarter 

points, as the Tigers easily 

cruised to the finish. 

“It looked like the boys 

were actually having fun 

out there and are playing 

for one another, and I love 

seeing that,” Brinkley said. 

“We also have been de-

fending and rebounding 

much better. Hopefully we 

can continue to do the little 

things that have helped us 

get these wins.” 
See PARIS, Page 10A

Here to 
help you 
retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 

goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.

State Farm

Bloomington, IL

1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent

309 N Main Street

Paris, IL  61944

Bus: 217-465-8548

terry.elston.bzjd@statefarm.com

TCT takes championship

Titans take care of Neoga 65-42 in regional final; headed to Casey sectional Monday

BY TIM HENDERSHOT

sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

NEOGA — The Tri-Coun-

ty Titans made easy work of 

the Neoga Lady Indians in 

the IHSA Class 1A regional 

Thursday, Feb. 13, downing 

the hosts 65-42.

With Thursday’s win, the 

Titans (26-5) will move on to 

the Casey-Westfield sectional 

, playing in the semifinals at 6 

p.m. against Brownstown Co-

-Op. Brownstown defeated 

Cowden 42-29 to advance to 

the sectional. Tip time is set 

for 6 p.m. at Casey-Westfield 

High School. 
A win Monday will move 

the Titans into the sectional 

title game. There it would be 

a matchup against the winner 

of the Altamont-Mowequa A 

& M game scheduled at 7:30 

p.m. Monday. The section-

al title game is set for 7 p.m. 

Thursday at Casey.

The number seven ranked 

Titans hoops squad have won 

14 straight going into the tital 

game, the Titans were looking 

for their fifth straight regional 

crown.
Thursday’s blowout was 

also TCT’s 15th straight win 

against Neoga team which 

fought back from a huge defi-

cit against Windsor/Steward-

son-Strasburg to win their 

semifinal game.  

Tri-County used their 

swarming pressure attack to 

keep Neoga off-balance to 

roll to the 65-42 win punch-

ing their ticket to the round 

of round f 32 in the IHSA 1A 

tourney.
The Titans went on an 11-0 

run early in the first quarter 

after giving up the first basket 

of the game using that pres-

sure defense to end the frame 

with 18 points.  

Of those points, 14 came 

from the combination of Tay-

ler Barry and Bella Dudley — 

who each netted seven points.  

The Indians finished with six 

to give Tri-County an 18-6 

lead.
Barry continued to go to 

work in the second quarter 

with her defense and shoot-

ing, notching 12 more points 

as part of a huge 26 point 

quarter.  
The Indians managed to get 

some transition buckets off 

of rebounds and steals in the 

second, going to the inside 

game more tallying 14 — but 

the Titans held a 44-20 lead at 

halftime.
Tri-County kept the pedal 

to the metal in the third quar-

ter as Barry added 13 more 

points leading the Titans to 

17 in the stanza.

Cindy Spencer/The Prairie Press

The Tri-County Titans rolled to a 65-42 win over Neoga Thursday to take their fifth consecutive 

Class 1A regional title. The win moves TCT into the round of 32 and into the Casey-Westfield sec-

tional, facing Brownstown Co-Op at 6 p.m. Monday.

See TITANS, Page 10A

TCT 
splits 
games

Chrisman, Flora, 

West Vigo, Red Hill

all fall to Paris

LADY TIGERS TAKE REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

It was a big first step but the Paris Lady Tigers took control and rolled to a 71-46 win over the Sullivan Lady Indians Friday in 

the IHSA Class 2A regional at Sullivan High School. The Lady Tigers will host the sectional beginning Monday when they face 

St. Joseph-Ogden at 7:30 p.m., preceded at 6 p.m. by Teutopolis vs. Tolono, which upset Bismark-Henning Friday.

Sectionals, here we come!

BY DAN DUNDAS & JEFF CHAMBERS

prairiepresssports@gmail.com

SULLIVAN — That’s one game 

down, five more to go.

The Paris Lady Tigers disposed of 

the Sullivan Lady Indians 71-46 to take 

the Class 2A regional championship 

and take the first step towards — hope-

fully — a trip to the state tournament.

The Lady Tigers — now 33-0 — are 

now in the top 32 in their class in the 

state — but it’s no secret Coach Dave 

Tingley’s squad wants more. 

“We wanted to get back home to 

play in the sectional,” Tingley said fol-

lowing the game. “As many Paris fans 

made the trip over here on a Friday 

night, we want to pack the gym Mon-

day for the sectional.”

Paris fans weren’t the only ones in 

the stands. Also present was the entire 

Teutopolis girls team — who’ve al-

ready lost twice to the Lady Tigers.

One of the “bulletin board” quotes 

circulating in Paris circles is a state-

ment made by a couple of T-Town 

administrators/coaches. It seems the 

Lady Wooden Shoes have never lost to 

a team three times in one season.

If Paris and T-Town both win in the 

sectional semis Monday at PHS, we’ll 

find out if they will be good on their boast.

The battle between speed and size 

in the Sullivan Regional championship 

went to the way of the Paris Lady Ti-

gers Friday night, as they disposed of 

the host Sullivan Lady Indians 71-46, 

to take in their first regional champi-

onship since 2017. Also making an ap-

pearance eight days after a rough look-

Cara Kraemer/The Prairie Press

It was a welcome sight for Lady Tiger fans when Karrington Krabel returned to the 

Paris starting lineup for the regional championship game Friday at Sullivan. Krabel 

injured her ankle in the senior night game against Lawrenceville and was unable to 

play in the Altamont or Marshall games. She scored 13 points in the title game.

Lady Tigers return home to 

face St.Joe in IHSA Class 2A 

sectional semis Monday

See CHAMPS, Page 11A

BY TIM HENDERSHOT

sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

HUME — The 

Tri-County boys’ basket-

ball team used a strong 

finish late, including a go-

ahead three-point shot 

from CJ Eackle, to beat 

visiting Cerro Gordo/Be-

ment 66-63 on Tuesday 

night. 
The first quarter saw 

CGB start the game on a 

7-0 run with five points 

coming from Connor 

Moore. The Titans first 

points came around the 

3:32 mark on a three-point 

shot by CJ Eakle, which 

started rally that included 

buckets from Mitch Pol-

lock and Cole McClain as 

Tri-County trailed 10-8 to 

end the opening period. 

The scoring for both 

teams cranked up in the 

second quarter as the 

Broncos took their lead to 

18-11, finishing with 22 

in the quarter. However, 

the Titans got an offensive 

boost as Eakle found open-

ings in transition to score 

six points while Pollock 

and McClain chipped in 

four point each, leading to 

a 32-28 deficit at halftime.

Tri-County kept its mo-

mentum going in the third 

quarter by utilizing the 

three-point shot as Eakle 

hit two and McClain add-

ed one of his own. One of 

Eakle’s three-point shots 

came with 2:25 left to go 

giving the Titans their first 

lead of the game at 40-38. 

The Titans scored 18 in the 

stanza to take a 46-40 lead. 

Both teams went shot 

for shot in the fourth 

quarter as Eakle hit two 

free-throws late to give the 

Titans a 63-60 lead. The 

Bronco’s Moore let the 

ball go behind the arc and 

drained the open three-

point shot with 38.5 sec-

onds left to tie the contest 

at 63-63. 
The Titans then set up 

the final shot, going from 

wing-to-wing until finding 

See TCT, Page 10A
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