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CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2023 GRADUATES!

THE LAKER ADVANTAGE IS YOUR PATH TO SUCCESS.  
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BLAST OFF...

Launch your Financial Future 
with a checking or savings account.

bankprospect.comApply Online Today!
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“COUNTRY Financial®” is the marketing name for the COUNTRY Financial family of affiliated companies 
(collectively, “COUNTRY”), which include COUNTRY Life Insurance Company®, COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, 

and their respective subsidiaries located in Bloomington, Illinois.

802 N. Main St.
Paris, IL

217-465-8320

804 N. Main St.
Paris, IL

217-465-1020

Mark
Gladding

Jim
Blue

Dan 
Phipps

CONGRATS!
Sage

Gladding

We salute your 
HARD WORK 

and 
ACHIEVEMENT.ENT.

 

Congrats!

Chrisman
121 S Pennsylvania 
Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

Danville
110 N. North Street
Danville IL 61832
 (217)-443-5315

Marshall
1408 N. Michigan Ave.

Marshall, IL 62441
 (217)-826-1110

www.longviewbt.com

MEMBER FDIC

Here’s hoping all of your hopes and dreams come true as 
you celebrate this achievement and reach for the next goal.

Happy Graduation!

1977 S. Central Avenue, Paris, IL  61944

122 E. Steidl Rd.
P.O. Box 578

 Paris, IL 61944

www.lakeridgechurch.org
May God be with you every step of the way as you continue your life’s journey!

Congratulations 
Class of 2022

Paris Feed and Animal Health
310 W. Jasper, Paris, IL • (217) 465-3333

Authorized
Central Boiler

Dealer

               

       Accounting & Tax ServiceAccounting & Tax Service
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

MKT-5894L-A-A1  AECSPAD 

Congratulations, 
graduates!

Gregg A Whitkanack, CFP®, CLU®, 
AAMS™ 
Financial Advisor

119 East Washington St 
Paris, IL 61944 
217-465-5484

Honoring 
Our Grads

Congratulations on this milestone 
achievement, graduates. 

We salute your hard work and 
dedication!

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Charlie Wieland, PharmD
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Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.  •  Paris, IL

Mon - Fri  7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m(217) 465-8551

Here’s hoping your Graduation Day 
is unforgettable in every way.

Paris (217) 465-6494  • Casey (217) 932-5241  
Tuscola (217) 253-5146

Larsson Woodyard & Henson, LLP
Certified Public Accountants

Your bank for life.

firstmid.com

Congratulations 
Claire! 

We can’t wait to see what 
the future holds for you!

Love Mom, Dad, Ben & Sophie

4-H 
Members

As you celebrate this milestone 
achievement, we wish you continued 

success and happiness.

327 Main St. • Paris IL • 217-463-2500

Sales - Service - Rentals

1-800-252-2089
www.culligan.com

914 18th St.
Charleston, IL



SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023      THE PRAIRIE PRESS   PRAIRIEPRESS.NET       217-921-3216      7PARIS HIGH SCHOOL

RYA BURKS

HAYLEE CLARK

KODY CRAMPTON

TIMOTHY BRACKEN

BRADY CRIPPES

MASON BOATMAN

BRYCE CROSLEY

KIMBER CALVERT

ALEXIS COLLINS

KAMDEN CROWDER

LEVI BURNSJAYDEN BISHOP

NOAH COLLINS

KYLEE BLAIR JENNA BUTTS

DAISY COCHRAN KAITLYN COOMBES KENSLEY COXTAYLOR COOPER EMMA COX

MADISON CUSICK ASHTON DRAGOOANTHONY DAUGHERTY HAYDEN DAVID

JEB FRY

TRU GOODMAN

JACOBA HARCAR

LANDEN ENGLUM

DEMING HAWKINS

RANDI EDMONSTON

SPENCER HEATH

SAGE GLADDING

LILY GRAHAM

CARADEN HOFFMAN

HAILEY GILLHUNTER DUNLAP

DESTINY GRAY

JARROD DYER SOPHIA GIVAN

JACOB GORDON ABIGAIL GRUBB LANE HAPPGRETA HALL SPENCER HALL

MACKENZIE HOFMANN AVA HUDDLESONLEO HOOVER RACHEL HORNE



8      217-921-3216      PRAIRIEPRESS.NET              THE PRAIRIE PRESS    SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023       PARIS HIGH SCHOOL

CLAYTON LEBAUME

GARRETT LARRANCE NIDEA LOVELESS CATIE MCCRAVY SLAVENCLAIRE MASCHINO

JACE KAUFMAN EMMA KEMPER KINLEY LANDSAW

DONALD LEE III EAN MCCONKEY

KENDRA KNAUER COLE LANKSTER

CHANCE LEMAN

DALTON HUGHES LUKE LAMB

EMILY LAUGHEAD

KENDALL NEWHARTSYDNEY MELTON BECCA MINOR ZOEY PARKSLOGAN MYLES AUGUSTUS PARRISHCODY MCKENNA CHASE OGLE

Disciples of Christ
First Christian Church

201 S. Main St. Paris, IL.

            Kaitlyn Coombes
            Ava Huddleson
            Lily Smittkamp
            Kyle Tapscott

            Will Templeton
            Ethan Vice

            Claire Young

We love you! Love, Mom, Dad, and Saige

We are so proud of 
you and can't wait 
to see what your 

future holds! 
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SONNY PRZYBYLOWSKI

LIAM PEPERAK LOGAN PINE

ZOEY RAMEY

OWEN PORTER

ELEXIS RAMSHAW

ADI PATEL

JAIDEN QUINN

ZOE SANDERS

ALYSSA REED SAVANNA REED

LILY SMITTKAMP

SANDRA RINESMITH

HOLTON SOBERG

MAELYNN REDMON

KENNETH SMITH

Ethan, 
You are an AMAZING person and 
we are beyond proud of who you 

are and all you do. 
Mom, Dad, and Ainsley

We are so proud of you and look forward to 
watching you continue to succeed!

“Be bold, be courageous, be your best”

 

Love, Dad, Mom, Kelsie & Granny

We are so proud of you 
and look forward to 

watching you continue to 
succeed!

“Be bold, 
be courageous, 

be your best”
Love, 

Dad, Mom, Kelsie & Granny
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Paris 
217-465-4775

Will,
We are so proud of 
the well-rounded, 

hard-working, 
and loving son, brother 
and friend that you are. 
Congratulations!  

Love, Mom, Dad,
Graham and Drew

WILLIAM TEMPLETON

GRACE SULLIVAN MYTCHEL TAYLOR

TRINITY TINGLEY

MASON TEGELER

KAYLEE TOLEN QUINN

REED STUCK

MACIE THOMAS

JENNA WIELAND

EMILY WELLS GABRIELLE WHEELER

SETH WORTHINGTON

CARRIGAN WHITAKER

KALISTA YORK

ETHAN VICE

GABRIEL WINANS

CLAIRE YOUNG KENDRA YOUNG

These students did 
not submit photos
JULIE ASHBY, LILLIAN BALDWIN, BRYCE 
HIGGINBOTHAM, MEGAN JOHNSON, MARY 
CATHERINE KIRBY, ISABELLA SOHASKI, 
JOSIE SWINFORD, KYLE TAPSCOTT AND 
ZACH WILLIAMSON

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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Congratulations on a great 4 years at Paris High School! 
We are beyond proud of the young man you have become 

and know you will do amazing things in the future! 
Good luck at SIUE! 

We love you always, Nana and Papa

Brady
Crippes

We are so unbelievably proud of the young lady 
you’ve grown to be. We are so blessed to call you 

our daughter! Never settle kid! 
Love, Mom & Dad 

We’re so proud of you and all that you 
have accomplished. We are excited 

about what your future holds.  
Love you - Mom, Dad, Morgan, Mama, 

Grammi, and Grandpa

We are so proud of you and 
can’t wait to see what your 

future holds. 
Love, Mom and Dad

Best of Luck!

I’m proud of you for all 
you accomplished.

Good Luck at Rend Lake
Love, Grammi
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Love Mom, Dad, Emma, 
Leah, and Ali

We hope you 
know how 

PROUD we 
are and how 

much we 
love you!

Grandma Jan &
Grandpa Aaron

 

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848

IT’S  
SATURDAY

TIME TO SIT  
& SAVOR

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216
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Congratulations
Zoey!

Papa, Yaya, Mom and Fallyn

We are all so very proud of you, keep reaching 
for the stars! The sky is the limit, we will be 

right here cheering you on.

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 
Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 

you a future and a hope.
Jeremiah 29:11

We are proud of you!
Love Mom and Dad!

101 N. Central Ave.     Paris, IL

Feel as though you’re never 
really in the know? 

Treat yourself to a dose of 
The Prairie Press every Saturday

and meet your informational 
requirements 100%.

Call 217-921-3216 to start your 
subscription TODAY!



14      217-921-3216      PRAIRIEPRESS.NET              THE PRAIRIE PRESS    SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023       SHILOH HIGH SCHOOL

ZOEY PENROD LEO ROBERTS JACOB SMITHMOLLIE POLLOCK LOGAN POWELL

CALEB BROWN

GAIGE COX MALLORY GRICE TYLER HUTCHINSONCHLOE HEFFERN

THAYLEE BARRY KACEY BELL ZOEY BURTON

LEVI EADS IZZABELLA HOTH

DILLON BISBY BRENDEN CASH

WILLIAM GRAHAM

MACKENZIE AUE JUSTIN BRYANT

NIYA DILLON

ZACHERIAH MCCLAINANGELA KOLLMAN-ELLIOTT EMMA LUTH JOHN MORRIS IIKELSEY LUTH KARISSA NIELDBRANDON KOLLMAN BLAKE MELTON

BROOKLYN PETERS BRITON TISCHER KAYLIN WILLIAMS

We are super proud of you and know that great things are ahead! 
    We love you, 

   Dad, Mom, Shayne, Shelby, Cody, Savannah & John
   Grandpa Olin & Grandma Pat & Grandma Paula

Good Good 
Luck!Luck!    Congratulations Congratulations 

Jake!Jake!

NOT PICTURED: WYATT SHAFFER
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KADEN OWEN WILL PEELMAN SAMANTHA RAIMER

HANA GILLASPIE

AUTUMN BAKER COLTON BRAZELTON

DEVONTE HICKS

ALIVIA BRINKLEY

SUMMER HOPKINS

REESE ANDERSON

JAKE GILLASPIE

MACKENZIE MITCHELL MICHAEL MUELLER JOHN MOSIERJESSICA JOHNSON

DYLAN OTT

PEYTON REASOR MADISON REED LANDES STRANGE SAIGE TYLER

JADIN WALLPE

SEQUOYAH COOK DOMINIC CUSSON NICHOLAS EDDYWESTON BURGESS

WE HAVE ADVERTISING PLANS  
FOR EVERY BUDGET! CALL TODAY!

LOCAL.  
LOYAL.  
COMPLETE.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216
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DAWN HOLMES ELI DAUGHERTY ELI HIATT EMILY MESSERSMITHCOLIN SMITLEY CONNOR COMPTON CONNOR PETTIJOHN DARIEN EWING

EZRA WOOD ABBIGAYLE FRANKLIN GABRIELLE LASHBROOK GRACIE ADAMSEMMA KEMPER ETHAN HENDRIX ETHAN HOGGATT ETHAN KELLY

JADE RAYHEL JAMIE PARKER JENNA CLARK JOHN THOMPSONGRETAANN MCCALISTER HANNAH CREASEY ISABEL ARTHUR IVORY HOEPPNER

KANNON CLARK KARLI TITUS KATILYN CRAWFORD KAYDENCE WOODSMALLJOSEPH BUTLER JOSHUA KIRKWOOD KADEN RAISNER KANE EVERETTS

ALYIAH STEPHENS ALYSON GARCIA ANGELICA FERRIERA ASHLYN SANDERSADDISON WILLIS ADISON SCOTT AIDEN CURRAN ALEJANDRA LABAL

BROOKLYN SWEET CARTER MILLER CHASE HOLLINGSWORTH COLIN GRIGUHNAUTUMN GELTZ BRANDON HEALEY BRAYDEN TARBLE BROOKLYN BENDER
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KAYLEN SEIBERT KENNEDY WILLIAMS LANDON BOATMAN LIBERTY SCOTT LILIE PERRY LILLIAN PEARCE LOGAN WALLER MADISON KOUTSOUMPAS

MARAH WYRICK MATTHEW BIERBAUM MELEAH HIGHTSHOE MELODY WHITLEY MIKAH WITTY MOLLY TITUS MORGAN WITTY MYA CLARK

NATHAN BERLIN NICKOLAS STROHM NOALIN JENKINS OWEN BURRESS PARKER SPIRES PARKER WINKELMAN PEIGHTYN MISNER RAIDYN FRANKLIN

RANDALL ROBINSON REAGAN CUSICK RILEY SANTAGATA SAMUEL LAKE SAMUEL RICKMAN SYDNEY PLUMMER SYDNEY SANDERS TATIANA WILLIAMS

TYLEA MCGEE TYLER AKERS WILLIAM ROSS ZACHERIE LEDUC

SENIORS NOT PICTURED: JAKOB CARPENTER, TRISTEN EVANS, WAYLON JACKSON, 
ZACHARY MCGILL, SHAYLYN REED AND KAMRON SIDEROFF

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
Serving Edgar County since 1848



18      217-921-3216      PRAIRIEPRESS.NET              THE PRAIRIE PRESS    SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023       KANSAS/OAKLAND HIGH SCHOOL

BROOKE BAKER CARTER PHILLIPS CLARA KURZENDOERFER COLLIN RHOADS DAMON CLINE JT CLORE JACKSON EHLERS JONATHON MELTON

KINDRE QUICK KINSEY TATE KINZER LEE TRISTAN QUICK WYATT KNOLL

BEN MILLER BREANN ARD CAMILLE CLIFTON CARTER HOLMES DAITON DRAKE KENZIE TOOTHMAN KRAYTEN WILLISON LELU HENSLEY

MICHAEL GARRARD NATHAN TERRIAN SHAEDON MCCULLOUGH SYDNEY MCKENZIE TAYLOR THORMAN TYLER VONLANKEN

Kansas High School 2023

Oakland High School 2023

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?
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As of January 1, 2020 The Prairie Press
became a paid subscription paper.

Stay Stay 
ConnectedConnected
With Your Hometown News

Subscribe Today!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Check, credit & debit card 
accepted or come by the office!

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City_______________State_______Zip___________

Phone_______________________________________

Email Address_________________________________

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES: Chrisman and Paris. 10B, 12B

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2019

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Calendar 
2A

Christmas in Paris 
12B

Classified 
11B

Health 
7B

History 
3B

Obituaries  
5A

Sports 
9-11A

Christmas in Chrisman 10B

H 44 L 33
Sunny and chilly. 2A

To share a news tip, request  

an extra copy or to advertise,  

call 217-921-3216 or email  

nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Monday-Friday

New windows for 

pregnancy center

Sentencing set 

back by request

Obamacare now: 

what to know

Anniversary of 

infamous day

Keeping away 

holiday weight 

LADY TIGERS 

POUNCE ON 

CONFERENCE

Latest news, 

online extras

Choices Pregnancy and 

Health is grateful to 

community for rallying to 

provide 16  new windows.

GRACE, 5B

Defendent Justin Hefner 

asks for continuance to 

discuss matters with his 

public defender. 

NEWS, 3A

Obamacare signup season 

is here amid dense debate 

around healthcare, here 

is what Americans should 

know about registering. 

HEALTH, 7B

The USS Arizona is one 

of the most dramatic 

symbols of Pearl 

Harbor, and today only 

a few survivors remain.

HISTORY, 3B

Strategies to enjoy 

Christmas without 

overeating, binging sweets 

or skipping the gym. 

C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Paris rises to 7-0 on the 

season and 1-0 in the Little 

Illini Conference after 

beating Newton 75-27.   

SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 

and have fun with us on 

Facebook! Search for The 

Prairie Press and “like” us.

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The City 

of Chrisman now has a public 

works supervisor position.

Council members dis-

cussed creating the new po-

sition during an executive 

session at the regular city 

meeting Monday, Dec. 3. 

“I think it is time we hire a 

supervisor. I’m distressed by 

the amount of work I think is 

not getting done,” Commis-

sioner Bryan Haddix said be-

fore the vote to go into execu-

tive session.

Under the mayoral/com-

mission form of city gov-

ernment, each of the elected 

officials is responsible for 

overseeing a department of 

local government, but the 

council members also have 

fulltime jobs and are not al-

ways available to manage daily 

operations of city employ-

ees. Haddix is responsible for 

Chrisman’s sewage treatment 

plant, Rodney Wolfe is the 

water commissioner, Thad 

Crispin is the streets and alley 

commissioner, Tyler Alex-

ander is the finance commis-

sioner and Mayor Dan Owen 

oversees public safety.

Thad Arrasmith was hired 

as the city’s first public works 

supervisor for a 90-day pro-

bationary period at $21 per 

hour. A condition of employ-

ment is he must work toward 

obtaining a Class 3 sewer op-

erator license and following 

that obtain a water operator 

license. 
“It is all public works,” said 

Crispin. “We are looking for 

somebody to oversee the wa-

ter, sewer and street depart-

ments.”

Arrasmith starts in the new 

position Monday, Dec. 9. As 

part of the restructuring, the 

council also set the official 

workday for city employees as 

7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

In another matter, Haddix 

reported meeting with li-

censed trapper Rick Tweedy, 

who the city hired to capture 

skunks. At least six skunks 

have been caught in the latest 

round of trapping.

“He told me Chrisman 

has the worst infestation of 

skunks of any community he 

has seen,” said Haddix.

Wolfe advocated taking a 

different approach to the ver-

min problem. He noted this 

is the second or third time 

the city has hired Tweedy but 

that, Wolfe said, is only a stop-

gap and does not address the 

real problem.
A single, dilapidated and 

empty house is apparently the 

denning site for the skunks. 

“We need to take the prop-

erty owner to court and get 

the house demolished,” said 

Wolfe.
Who owns the property is 

Chrisman creates new job

City creates public works supervisor position, hires on Arrasmith to address backlog

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

It is getting down to crunch time 

for the Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket program and chairman 

Scott Barrett has concerns.

“This year seems to be different 

than every other year,” said Bar-

rett. “Our money donations are 

down about 50 percent from the 

last eight years.”

Also down is the rate at which 

people are signing up to receive 

the free box of food that provides 

everything needed to prepare a 

Christmas meal. 

The Community Nurse Associ-

ation annually provides 350 such 

boxes, on a first-come-first-serve 

basis, to Edgar County families. 

Barrett said that list usually fills 

within three or four days, but there 

were still some openings on the 

list at the time of the Friday, Dec. 

6, interview.
He speculated a change in the 

signup procedure may be caus-

ing some confusion about how 

to request a basket. Any family in 

Edgar County in need of a Christ-

mas food basket must call the 

Paris Township office, 463-7215, 

between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. Mon-

day through Wednesday. Barrett 

emphasized the last day to ask for 

a food basket is Wednesday, Dec. 

11. No more calls will be accept-

ed after that and the Communi-

ty Nurse Association will move 

ahead with whatever number ex-

ists at that time.

“I have to have the numbers by 

the end of the week to get every-

thing purchased the next week 

that wasn’t donated” said Barrett.

He added the schools in Par-

is, organizations and businesses 

annually hold food drives to help 

supply the baskets but it is still 

necessary to buy some items that 

cannot be donated or where some 

areas may fall short.

The Community Nurse Christ-

mas Basket contains a ham, mac-

aroni and cheese, green beans, 

corn, carrots, cake mix and icing, 

potatoes, applesauce, stuffing, two 

loaves of bread, apples, oranges 

and a dozen eggs. 

Barrett explained the Christmas 

Christmas 
basket needs 

volunteers

See BASKETS, Page 8A

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS

swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

KANSAS – The Kansas 

village board members unan-

imously agreed to cash in a 

certificate of deposit in order 

to have operating money in 

the village’s general fund in 

order to purchase a new po-

lice squad vehicle and cover 

bills and payroll for the re-

mainder of the fiscal year. 

“If we cash out a CD it will 

boost the general fund,” said 

village president Ross Car-

rell, noting the village, like 

most Illinois small towns, 

is struggling with budget 

issues. The CD, located 

at Longview Bank, is for 

$33,327.87.
The board approved the 

purchase of a used squad ve-

hicle for the Kansas Police 

Department. Kansas Police 

Chief Jeff Goodwin negoti-

ated the purchase price of the 

2011 Ford Expedition with 

low mileage of 21,324 miles 

at a cost of $18,370. Title and 

plates will cost the village an 

additional $103, Goodwin 

told the board. 

Board members unani-

mously approved the pur-

chase because the village’s 

2006 auxiliary car has 

reached more than 154,000 

miles and is now costing the 

village a substantial amount 

of money in repairs. Good-

win estimates it is currently 

costing more than 65 cents 

per mile to maintain the ag-

ing automobile.

Goodwin reported the 

village’s police department is-

sued three citations, five writ-

ten warnings and 13 verbal 

warnings. Officers responded 

to two accidents and resolved 

four complaints along with 

assisting three motorists and 

assisting the sheriff ’s depart-

ment six times.

Paris Police Chief Eric 

Brown was present at the 

meeting to discuss the Shop 

With A Cop program. In its 

27th year, the countywide 

program is the largest in the 

state and will serve more than 

350 children in Edgar Coun-

ty this year, specifically help-

ing approximately 70 youth 

in Kansas. 
“We don’t turn any child 

away,” said Brown, noting 

this year’s shopping day be-

gins at 7 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 

14, at the Paris Wal-Mart 

with more than 65 volunteers 

to help participants purchase 

$125 worth of clothing.

The Kansas Board vot-

ed unanimously to donate 

$1,500 to the 2019 Shop 

With A Cop program, the 

same donation as last year.

The Board also voted to 

continue the village’s annu-

al holiday lighting contest. 

Winners with the best-dec-

orated property will receive 

cash prizes of $25 for third 

place, $50 for second place 

and $75 for the grand prize 

winning light display.

In annual business the 

board approved the property 

tax levy, which will increase 

a total of $25,851. Carrell 

read the increases, which 

were $12,000 in the general 

corporation revenue fund; 

$4,000 increase in the police 

protection; $3,809 in the 

general liability insurance 

fund; and $6,042 in the audi-

tor’s fund. 
“We bumped everything 

up a bit,” Carrell said.

In other business the board:

Approved the purchase 

of $60 for an ad to help spon-

sor the 2019 Kansas High 

School Holiday Basketball 

Tournament.
Approved the work to 

refurbish a flow meter for 

the village water department 

to not exceed approximately 

$500. The refurbished meter 

will come with a warranty 

said Jordan Richardson.

Kansas cashes CD, will buy used police vehicle

CRUMBLING BANK ON THE SQUARE DEMOLISHED

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A long time landmark on the Paris square has only a few hours left as workers from Bell & Bell Trucking prepare to 

demolish the old Citizens National Bank building Friday morning, Dec. 6. Structural problems made the building 

unusable and part of an exterior wall fell earlier this year into the alley between the former bank and Pearman 

Pharmacy. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

After working on this corner for a brief time and knocking 

back capstones, the heavy equipment operator got the 

first stone to fall from the facade of the former Citizens 

National Bank during demolition work Dec. 6.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A few hours into the project and the old bank building is 

showing significant damage from the demolition work. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

And the walls kept tumbling down all day Friday, Dec. 

6, as Bell & Bell Trucking demolished the old and 

unsafe Citizens National Bank on the Paris Square. 

The property is owned by the First Christian Church, 

which plans to develop it with additional facilities to 

complement the nearby church at the corner of Main 

and Washington.

VFW DONATES: Paris VFW writes checks for charity. 12B
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Grace Lutheran Church’s Christmas concert will showcase English carols, and the reception has English Christmas treats. GRACE, 5B

Casey’s and Circle K targeted within a day of each other, it is unclear if the incidents are related. NEWS, 3A

Brian Steele looks forward to continuing M&M Mower Repair’s record of great customer service as he takes over the shop from Mark Mattingly. 
COMMERCE, 7B

The restored childhood home of heroic war correspondent Ernie Pyle is now integrally linked to Edgar County 
HISTORY, 3B

Baked Christmas treats are a scrumptious and heartfelt way to wish someone a happy holiday. C’EST LA VIE, 1B

It’s been a tough week for the Paris Tigers as they fell to Teutopolis Tuesday and the Marshall Lions Friday, 73-37, both at PHS.SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation and have fun with us on Facebook! Search for The Prairie Press and “like” us.

Undefeated state champs

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Crestwood Lady Eagles seventh grade girls basketball team is all smiles after capping a perfect season — 25-0 — with the IESA Class 2A state champion-

ship played in front of a decidedly pro-Crestwood crowd Thursday, Dec. 12, at Paris High School. The Lady Eagles defeated Windchester 29-17 in the title game, 

never trailing en route to their second seventh grade basketball state title in the past three years. Team members with the state championship trophy and 

wearing their medals are, kneeling, from left, Kylee Kleptz, Mirayah Smith, Lottie Volstorf, Graci Watson, Bella Moreschi and Myah Bartos. Standing, from left, 

are assistant coach Matt Young, Kilee Edwards, Taylor Clark, Samantha Kindred, Reese Lehman, Mazie Mae Hawkins, Hailey Yantis, Sophie Henderson, Coach 

Missy Tingley and manager Kailey Young. Not present for the picture was assistant coach Dave Tingley, who was busy leading the Paris Lady Tigers to another 

win Thursday at Olney, boosting their record to 10-0. For complete coverage of the Crestwood title march, Thursday’s championship game and pictures from the 

evening, check out our coverage of page 9A and 11A.

LOCAL ARTIST SHOWCASES HER STITCHING TALENTS

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Needlepoint artist Roseann Moss stands by some of her Christmas pieces on display at the LINK Art Gallery in Paris. 

She incorporates a wide variety of textures, three-dimensional accents and bright colors into her works, setting 

a vibrant mood in the gallery space. She says the opportunity to show her work in her own community makes this 

exhibition particularly enjoyable.

Exhibit is sew amazingBY SAMANTHA TUCKERsamantha@prairiepress.net
Needlepoint has a simple descrip-tion: it is the art of embroidering on canvas. But like a knotted thread, something that seems simple can actually be full of hidden com-plexity, and that is the conclusion viewers reach when they visit Rose-ann Moss’ show “Artistry in Nee-dlepoint” exhibit displaying at the LINK Art Gallery through Dec. 27.Moss’ passion for fiber arts runs back through her entire life, sprout-ing as a child as she watched her be-loved grandmother at work. “My Grandma Zimmerly was a professional seamstress,” said Moss. Moss spent lots of time as a child with her grandmother and quickly picked up some textile skills. By age five she could even hem dresses for some of her grandma’s customers.Embroidery was the natural con-tinuation of Moss’ sewing interest. She began embroidering gifts and 4-H projects, and her creativity grew from there. As an adult she pursued a formal 

needlepoint education at Callaway School of Needle Arts in Georgia, but until then she was self-taught by necessity. Most of the needlepoint patterns available to her only called for one kind of stitch. Moss found them boring.
“I began to make up my own 

stitches. Later I found out that those stitches had names and were written in books,” she said. In 1986, she was one of 24 women from across the state awarded a commission to design a needlepoint chair cover for the Chippendale 

Samantha Tucker/The Prairie Press

Roseann Moss’ body of work features fanciful portraits with rich textures. 
Inspiration comes in many forms for Moss, and she often has a detailed plan 
for how a piece will look before she begins.

See MOSS, Page 8A

BY GARY HENRYghenry@prairiepress.net
A split Edgar County Board vot-ed Wednesday, Dec. 11, to place a referendum question on the March 2020 ballot seeking voter approval to create a 1 percent safety tax to help address issues with the Edgar County Jail and the need for more money to cover public safety ex-penses.

The safety tax is similar to the 1 percent school facilities tax voters approved in 2016. It is a sales tax but does not apply on every pur-chase. Groceries and medicine are exempt as are big-ticket purchases like automobiles. The tax does ap-ply to prepared food meant either for on site or off sight consumption as well as other purchases. Passage of the tax will not increase property taxes as it applies only to retail pur-chases. 
Some discussion about the tax occurred at the board meeting but the in-depth conversation was during the Monday, Dec. 9, study session. The issues at that time were whether or not to seek the tax, if it should be three-quarters of a per-cent or 1 percent and the wisdom of attaching a sunset clause to the tax as part of the referendum.Board member John Chittick previously suggested the sunset clause as a way of making the tax more palatable to voters, but other board members saw that as a poten-tial hamstring in the future.“We are underfunded, and it is not just for the jail, but our depu-ties and others are underpaid com-pared to what other counties are doing,” said board member Derrick Lorenzen. “Those problems are not going away. It doesn’t make sense to have a sunset clause.”Board member Dan Bruner also had reservations about a sun-set provision. He said it may take some time yet to reach a final deci-sion regarding the jail and if a new facility is needed the revenue from the public safety tax can pay the bonds, but not if a sunset exists. 

County will 
seek 1 percent safety sales tax

State statues control how money is used for public safety issues

See COUNTY, Page 1A
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